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He cometh unto mib a iale trHJ^ hihkii* HilJfrn ff,^m /♦;,#!» 

and old men from the r/»/>/iwr»rttrm‘r. ” imiir i 
IVhat is writ is wriiiiu.tmtU i! mrr hiirri' -^*fiihi v,-.? f,,i 



IN'I'KODI'CTION 



Il'IC i*» ttHi 'Jiuit tu {uiu|uic* a bunk that w«»uhi r«)Vt*r 
1^3*11 the* faihjtn t fuilv, hunt f this wurk is //a/ a tiulailtsl 
hisl<n\-t»! iIm* i;ttstt nutmluuin tifvt*h»j»iiH'nl. Nur is it 
a iiH'H* latlltsiitm t»f flr\' huis anti lii»tU'u*s st^t lujth tt» slntw 
that fln^ till husint*ss is a prutty hi|.» i*ntt‘i'pi'isu, Hnt it is a 

sim'uru rinluavtif tti piini ^anlH•t}un|» ru|:;ai'(iini’ putrohnun, hasutl 
laipa^lv iipitn pursunal «itisurvatitMt, \vhit 1 i may ht* wurlh savii^^ 
tium t»l»hvif»ii. 1*1h* purpti^a* is tt» |„;ivu llu* hus\‘ utitsitlr Wi»rlt!, 
hv aittacluir ami inrttluiil ami hrirf narratitiit. it glitHpsu «»!' tin? 
ftiamlrst imiiistrv ut tin? agr?i atttl mI llm mm fhiulty rusptmsihln 
fttr its ttriipn ami grtnvtli. Many ti! tin* ptirtrails aiul il!m4i'a" 
litMts, liisiiiv al! <»f tlirin fiiiw ptusunitsi fur tin.* first tiinu, will 
hu valitahir inmmiiUirs uf imlivitinals am! !uua!itit*s tliat havu 
passrtl fiuiii imntal fuinvur. If tin* luailt-i sliall iim! tlntl 

’•uithiii is mui'f trlish tliaii uf uust thr wntur ut thnsn 
* ‘ hkuh lius ** will hu aniplv satisfiutk 


SMC/CK\I) VAHlli^K 

’i'ltu first uilitiuii tif ItvtMlnmsami uupius havini^ Ih'uu v %’ 
liausiuil, till* sui i»mt is mnv issmsk l"hi* nil ilrvrlupiiH*itl is 

prtigirsstvu* Iitnu I* iitiiiifriins iilustiatiuiis ami mmii iirw iiiattt?r 
atr aititisl. Ilfstiiy lliitiiks arr rtiiiimsl hnsts ul Iririitis uml 
tin* piitilii irm»*i4l!\‘ fur kiinllv ap|trm'ialiuii uf tin* wuik. Per- 
haps sMiiitiliini* nn| thanks in*iv hu «lur tin' Innuh hwv whu 
**iair fnr iiniit* ul llit*su thiiiips ” lliis %vill Hkflv ihn 

jilnasaril task uf r«*vit*%viiiir prlrulmiii's witlu fmhl iintl *• living 
ihn u!tl 4ays uvt?r agaiii/* su it is lining tn prays wiili Tiny 
Tirn* hlnsn tts nvrry unr/‘ 


I t«a 'i 


No man h’kes mnsiarJ h tihfif** lii..:V /ii,v*i<».v 
Hu te carried ctwj pidni tvht l»»#i miwJ ih 
ihc agfcmhiei' -noHjrr, 
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m thr and hv rmiittiv*' 
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■. «*%»! \*aa, aiitl 

idiAni II it \ 4,{ r\ rm- wh^r ............. 
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Masinliit liHrd l*iMiirr!u hn4|ist4» af»«l ! dili/ini.'' ihr Pn-nnijn Mitnl 

I nasslrif MUt’ l ifrialllir I’allniJi- Ivianudi*’-— Niumikir ■< a’H|M|»y 

llir-i h* l'.%|»lai}i a Kin*l!v rMSlil 

t l$\|’IMl III \k-AHiXi. Ilil' UAWX . . . 

Wall! I lrl|*iiig HMhr lilt- rtitl»l»‘l}t Kii't'a im|H»flanl V jM'S linrilta 
l»r laaf k,il4r ,*it r.irriitilin Wr^i V'li'itiiita ainl nhiu tu llsr 

I lir t anlriii |'‘|l•flil What an < »lfl slmwrd Krfiliii'ky 
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aiai * % al)iM||*i al r«afit'i, 
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I .\iiirt4ian Wi’ll A t ’MniiiaiH' T'akralt»»ld Ihmnlrti 

t?,il t- aii aitr \|» ittiil iilH V* inhil ,t A Hiuii|av t in I*ari v 

Tri nliai rhaav4>.f I'irtv \ii < Mil \\‘i*nt4it‘a \VrlrMfiir'“-A\'arin Ur 
* riasMii «4 llii'jia snn|»!ni !t\ 

rii\hiii4 V A liMM'.; ix ijii.: t*utir\n ... . . * 

ilir Writ |nii|r4f»'l i M I * ihami 'M'sr ''ihii Wh»» Staitial I H| mh tSa 

|i«iin|*h4ni Mill* h I'Mltairl l»iak*'’n * »|n*ral nan* ■ Sriiini* Hi’Amiv 
I sin-usll*' ttan linMinril am! a t*iant ltnhs'4rv 
li.iiisl \|.«lva| «4 ih»“ liiii* i |irs»»ia t*n Karlii 

"Ajilr* I *i*t|i|nni-'j li»iit liiitnv la^Jtl Milan Iiii|w*!la!it Snl«ir-» t 

I HAPil'U VI itiK wiiilijrx i„riiuir‘,\.x r ............. 
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iliraa*' f i|M'raltMi»a Mil I'-'ri-in h t 'ir-rl I-. Hrinmi at lA-vi'r 
Ural itahnaainl nil VVMik'» 'I4nir ain*l IhMi'irvai*! a Ulr.tl 

iinhi'*»ln ■■■■t tnint.-j 'Swr|*i r'|i 
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I'lMiit t lirfii Knii'H Wirif HMinaiirr- 1 if ilir’ tlrril W‘*-ll Htniiii 
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CiiAUUAi IK A t.tiriii* ix iiii< xtuinw 

I'll** AhirMiin lAlvils-at A|ankiii?l NMihinn t».» si^lrrn 
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Till! Wild hi.riaiitih'’ lur iln-’ .Alfitigliiy IMlai, 
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STAR IN' 'rilic 1 C AST. 


A I KnuWN* I‘KUM AN MaHI.Y l''KKU»t» iN ’‘t'llK 

A‘«i|||.l*‘»t ritiNIcil in I'Itt? Si'UiVTX^UHM ANt» liV Pkimitivk 

,Vll,tlKI4,N SlTMm.lNu th'UN TlUC C^lltCASV STAM.IC 

n Vmtut^n I.ANi.m iNi’iiti-iNTH ani» ANia‘iH»rHH t>r Hoiitw ani> 

HT'CM A?4|A, AFKH'A ANH t•'tlK TtIK Stfff. 


Ii*i' iilir lit «ll iitiplewlw wm tiling itt Ut« /ktkm, 

tmw III III#* tkrknriii * * * il fi n iMPUrwii light/' ■ 

w»i« rtli iiiifi Ihtti I wiitnhl Itivti n btlglii Emrtkulnr lUt." ■■ 
ii« fPirii iIkiI ai# utin* rtili iii« vvlOi thvir il^nti/* -Osum. 

»l| itiit i*f llw lliiilf ttti k, ' Jk’V.tit' /f. 

ml ili« It*! Ii iii« i»ni fivr*r*i€»i tilt/'- 7##^ -i m- .* 

/ill tlw Ltitii li# with * * * ui rivtri tif «»ll f' '■ 7. 

tiii¥i« fitviill i*tM iilti'li dfnwii tint tlm Inkn mui fttnn wairr In /iti'yiithiiH/' 

Im ftwipto Ilf Agilifittiitii mi III filfi atitl Inirn H in iH*nt'aridfn. 

mx V® ***♦! llm ilgiw rif thr limn f ■ -Sf. AMikmf .1 pt : 


I'CrRcHJ’UJM, a imriu? tu t'lHijiirr* with iind wtiiivit 
rntthMiriAuiriiumi, lit*!|mina Stiluuian'H tifl-tniH® 
a|i|ilitHl ” Nh uinv lliiiii? utult-r thi^ 

Him,“ Rimmbly it hlknl tu> |i!*ict! hi dcuni'stic! 
ri'tmoiiiy wht'ii ihii mt*<% If tht* Ihirwhdun Ihwiry 
intiNtrr, j4|ii.if1fd it?4 riiig -tailed Hiitiliuw, 
yi’t tlic^ Srrtpturvs itml |>riinitivt' wrllrrn itirnihm 
tliF arih'lr rr|MMl**illy. Many hilflligi'iit in^’minN, 
m’allitig tlu.! t4lh»w-di|i mid liirdniii Imiip at 
ihrir yiiuth, itmMtliT th« imtlrr pHnilf’iiiiidniHh 
iirsti Ilf vi’ry I'rtT’iit dale*, wht’rfiiH Iih histtiry 
ginni hai’k Ui rt’iiintFNt mtth|tsity. Niiinmlly lliry 
arr diNii|t|Miintrt! it* fimi It, In varitnw 
** llm thing «»vrf again/* Mm iiiul w’liiiiim 
hi thn itriint? <»f liht liavt* fdrgtilicai th« lllc-'kt’rhig 
'III* it* tils- *»|milrriti|| ritiitllif nr llm i»titt*ky hardiy lung mtiitgli ti» 

s hilt' I'iiik ml willi liravr? dayn t>f tilt!.** itkii i*f lirwiirHM ilici- 

Hi irr»*|i iiidiiHirir^ rTmtrmI by i»lla»|>t.’riitimm fia^ Imtit'd In dt'«^|«'ii in ilii’' 
liar fiiiiid. brilliant gl«*w 11 nutdt’rn argmid btii iii'r, ilmitili - 

;r’ib " 4 lk 'iliadrd* t*ii|Miait«iiiiit«’d and itlUigA^hrr 11 gmiilm* lii\iiiy, It, NTriiif4 
I t*i iiMlijen liial llifi iiiliwl ba-NiH iif dim ii|FU*“datt* idrganrr liai r*dalfal tmifi 
' iiifitiriiii*f*al Of ifiirrkkH. drilling-im*l>i, tank rarn, irlinnif’N anti 
» «iitir 4iit wrri! bIkNihlly igmirant ; but |wln»lmiii IintIi, ilia Imiinlilifiii 
|♦4r4|4l»'ltlatia «*f lli« nll-tradn nf bmlay, iliiiiiHlirfl Nuati*^* 
I liad ti* tii'y/* Alllintigli tHtnl It* a Hniltrd r%iml iit rriidr iiwiti f«c 

svtisd'. **f frills, It wii*i irirm*d for t lit? |imaail ngr to iiiliodiirfi llir graiifi 
'liiiiitit l»i titr W'oilil gmrrally, Aftrr lilxty tiiii giitiir of *• liiiirHiiiil- 

s 




2 


SA7r/'( 7 /f:S iX f 


seek" between Mother Karth anti her I'lhhlrvii li.ei iriiiiin.ii* «l m 
latter. Tluy have pierced iKUurr's iiih-riial iahuraitirir-*. l 

tanks wherein the products other i|uiri cheiiiiHlry had d js 

and up came tlie unctutms lluitl in vohiin«-i aiiipl*’ to nil all ili*' la 
universe could manufacture and U» i^rease e^rrv a\Ir t»ii thi'i 
The demon of darkness lias lM*en ejcorcised from llie idiwiiiiy « « 
make room for the modern angel «if liglil. Hiiiin r, ilif ahle-itii 
converts the tear of unpaid lalior into a Hleaiii-gi.nii ilial liirtei uiili 10^.' 
the countless wheels of tt>ih lays bare the rt'rr’‘»»irn ihr |r.ini 

forth treasures for the jjreseiit. 

The capital invested in petroleiini in this etiiiiiirv iia-** iri« f'ra’»rd ii 
thousand dollars, raised in ilrill ihr fii-4 w»’II hi !Viiie4vb'.itti..i 

hundred-millions. It is just as tsisy tu say si^ dsdil.if 

hundred-millkm graitiH of Kami, hut lhi« h a %i«ii 

afford material for endle.ss flights of llie liiiaginatiiiii. Tlnrlv ilioir-aiid 
pipe-lines handle the output mtwt ex|Hs|itltiti**ly. roii%’ryiiig il to itir 
less than teamsters used to receive ft'»r liiiiiling It si liall'aiiilr, Ttai 4 
tank-cars have been engaged in tin tr#iiis|K..irialiiiin i’lili live Inilli - •< 
and fleets of sailing-vessels carry reliric'tl fri.iiii I•|lil*l*iri|*!»i4 ainl 
most distant ports in Euro|H!, Africii mid Asia. ** t »il " mitl 

White" have penetrated "wherever 11 wheri itiii it»|| or 4 rintieT* 
planted," In Pennsylvania, Oliiii mwl \Vr%i Vifiiiiia lii 

million barrels have l>een produced and iighMlHiict,iiid me||»i ilrdlnl in 
year. Add to this the results of o|«?riilii»its In X*#iih r4*t|rfii 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Kiinsas, Coloriido, Wyuniiiiit 4 i»d I'.iliforiu.c »ii»« 
be acknowledged that petrokiuit is ciitltird to lit* 1 Im I d lit itir ni 



Hilivard llriiaiiiv bti 

prnfiliilily iititl |ilr*t%iiilk^ ill llm lo 
by ** l:.oi.ikliiig 4 l»iilw*wil/' 

fofirftfil k lliti liMli, 

Siii*^li a* il In m$ h f null , 

Itt fs.^# ii# ill « ♦ ii#i 

iiiit hr wlliipsig III m 


Iltis gilflu wmifp: tilt* WiKsiifliiiiti im 

dmio, llir Itirgalli* riiliii* lit 

^ ^ Hniirtw iiiitl tli« ‘ arts Wriitb 

THE sad SOY’i tPIIA m ADAM’S FAIX. 1 1. r i 4 t 

If) latirli pfunr, All 

Millerite has traced the stuff to the thirdfii *.f n m ,* 
chopping logic of the Deacon’s "Womlcrriil ttn.-f!..r.. 1 |.^ 

“Adam had a fall?’’ 

“Sure as death and taxes.'* 

“Why did he fall with such neatness and 
“Maybe he took a spring to fall.” 

" Naw ! Because everything was growwl for the- «s ‘ I !,««. 


UW M'Ak /\ /'///’ 


.till oil ihvi llitni U4H llir hirwri! in rioiTH 

n i.iit* 411 4!it|4, I jirirMltiiiii lii’jiml in Kilmi, whirh wan ii» 

<|ritiMir'ilr,i|r-i| it* lu ||«Hlrv, Srr f ’ 

i 4 iisi " if i*’l»tr 44 iliir I Miilliii ** hriwt’iii ilij *4 rra*'*nnti$|»^ till* vrrHtim uf 

rmialrin It ainl iIm’ iilra i»l' l*rrk'^i Ikiil liny tluil " Ailain tiuinl* a ii|'»jui!» 
r Im |iiiI i it lit kill liir inni’i kn, all* III’ a Miaik, an* tlir nil 

ih- Ihr ‘iltltin'* an* lir I'fll l»iini|trtv hiinin*'* What ii hi"a|i nf trtaihir 
iil*l lta%r' lirt'ii a%nnlrt| if lliat |ii|t|iiii hat! hi'iii '4i<ikf'«l in I'rnilraal, tfial l%vn 
|lil litiii lift iirf at it iifist giin till- '■*rfniiit lltr liiarhli* lirarl ! Ah Mihh 

r- it 

’ « I i'-.'ip. lilllr IHp., a !r*nt liail miraa 4 

Wli*» n ■Mi sm il»4i ir4*i|*irsl nni w», 

% Ms» ‘4 lir|#l i*«l «4 i 4 rl, ti«»i |»Hif flit «* hiitttr 

1411 ' iliti «i| mt i!|i| 4 r. I kiwtw 

< Hliri .14'- afliltiiilr lltr *»f itnlrtlilnviiii vrlrtaiw tt> ilirir tiiwtilllrtl 

' ««f far hilrniiil liiifl rxtrriiai ailiiiiiilH i IIihI iiitalirai idiiiiiimfH, 

i?iit mnumm iiml rirriifi 4 ilil lirrti rvnivrcl iit that liilnrrHting 

itiil* liitt tilmiin %riiilrr winilcl linvn liil llm biiir» ryt^ |ihtiti|i In lltn crnttn*. 
mm nt tll#« tif rrmiiitiirntlallfilH Hkr tlir’^r4 wltli tlir lattmt 
lit *il ’*lirbirriitiib4flt?r ** iilfititr'H in tin? iirwH|ia|irrH : 

**»• t* llitok tw rptlilV llmt I krrfi itiy ilr«nitli M|i t« hhrk- 

,li III iM wf IVIfrtlriiBt 1 1» iiMl liig flriiikt i»f liwiiiti© 

ptn sfiilh' I iiii Willi taw iMiitl llftl titr, 4* ittv ftivurlie trick. 

HAW»t»W Tt^At a‘A4l*J, 

Vmm itiwllritii* li riiif nlgtil in mir feiiilly. It irhrvnl 
I *4 4ii »if ii# wulpf ^ III Ilf' liiM liiiai it lit » tic I fin I:>t*rifi4%"ri}‘i Iwi'm*’ **»» 

15I iUttm ilnifi al'ltl* liiiiA yc«|pr«lif . |wt «»li 4 <4l*tlir yn|w»r 

» iia»» ilii’ !»'^na>s5 li%lirs| »i«i iii a 1 A »4ll«ry wlilll «! 

iArum f 4*1^15 lilm «ll»l Ilf* Wtt.ll rtlllt? I» ll»»wi nll 

Htiicisi »% jAflittin. 

iw Am^, /V. . .?#, a t " Vtan l*ip|i* 4 rMi #4 la t»| 4 iykir tic, which 

•Tsi! U'*inr.>.i al.MMi A **4lrup * Ilian, la m 4A4«iiy"'riillrr, 4 httiik» I** list lntlvr vliliir«ii, I 
«»|ii'ki .'4 n Sfirt-p » 44 ps limn ibr <i»inngral haltrt-.gifl Iti thr " |ila» k riiwk,** i rrlrliri*lr 4 
nin* I'.’iro'lira una auu lamli |tlfilv4»y l*y walking tiniairpn inllr* Ijrimr liniirlicitn, jilitving 
I4»fc3« I%r \ M t \ |ai*f| Imll 1'riiiit l« Ihr rtl’lci iimiti aitpl witnr'mlii^ *' r‘tirl« 1'«nn*ii 
in'' |f'l«T,<a, fwM klrtfkter*. i»w IW'«» 4i»f}fep|» nii4 Imn SilMpfiait llliMwIliifiiinU - 

filing Ihlslli.'kri iMtlir litrrip 

|#Mf- * 4 ’ 

tiiMianairt ** 

|4i fAillifnlH »n4 Imf Irwly Sii y*»s»t nniHalril rlUir I ri|irit l In rniifiii tail my CtiM 

;s«4n4 tan h*t a fer-t *»n 4 iniis Ifrlpt *illvrr*%ltr|tllrt| Mint g* 444 tt 4 g i*|llrc<«»rp|irr» Im 

f*«# nl#f « «t« Im ilMi 

%i\% I hisl wiiii t«i tlnnii ** ** Kicir'bhrr/* 

^l| I " iiiMl gH’P Ilifr# tiirra# f»'*r ytHif IClIintcfilf KriMuriiwt 

Ii mn mi kw, wIm* Im4 k4i<9*rii| mw «rirr4iiy ♦let *4*?#, a call iif it nil a «lck hrr 

i n 4 ii# 5 i'al 1% i«i|ir4 na iMpt |i nr iiitf t«i umlktiti 

111 tail'* « Via^fiin ItAi'incii, 

luiftn ■ i itWh iiip la^hniig n# femwfe nwniii wlijk yaitr lifiififw Ihiturt 

IB tit*i '■ thing , |»ii*li if »hmi$ '* Unia.lVAK hlhU, 

Its-' iralitl <4 * il in tfiiilr t rtlaiil llial till' *’ fiilrli “ wtiirh 

Ilirfi tlir ai'i atl«l lllr * tif Ihr liiiiiilrfH t4‘ Il4l«*l Writ? |iriitliir't« tif 

r»4rni« I itlfitiiiH llial vair *if Hifitliiii wm full ti 

Milana'’ 1*^1 «|lirrt 1*1 |tf* illHiiiiwal liy liliilliig % 4 igiii*ly lit ’’llitt miiilakis tiC 

r4' tnil «il tin? tiiiity iin-k ** iitid |Hili 

■ |Biifilrf| i|tiffry i iIm’ la»ril Iw m 4 lli * • ♦ lrii tlitaii:*iiilitlii cif 



SKETCHES IN CRUDE-OIL. 


rivew.tf oil’” To the three friends who condoled with him in his grievous 
risiaiion ol'boib the patriarch of Uz asserted : “ And the rock poured me 
out Whatever his hearers might think of this apparent stretch 

td fency. Job’s forecast of the oleaginous output was singularly felicitous, 
kvukntly the Old-Testament writers, whose wise heads geology had not 

muddled, knew a good deal about the petro- 
leum situation in their day. 

A follower of Voltaire was accustomed to 
wind up his assaults on inspiration by criti- 
cising these oily quotations unmercifully. 
“Could anything be more absurd,” he would 
ask, “than to talk of ‘oil from a flinty rock ’ 
and ‘ rocks pouring forth rivers of oil ? ’ If 
anything were needed to prove the Bible a 
fool-book from start to finish, such utter- 
ances would settle the matter beyond dis- 
pute. Rocks yielding rivers of oil cap the 
climax of ridiculous nonsense ! Next they’ll 
want folks to believe that Jonah swallowed 
thew^hale, hairand hide and breeches. Bah!” 

Months and years passed away swiftly, 
as they have a habit of doing, and the sturdy 
agnostic continued arguing pluckily. At 
leiiftli tMfcgs erf oil-wells flowing thousands of barrels of crude reached him 
frcxii TOlliaiii Fems’s broad heritage. He came, he saw and, unlike Julius Caesar, 
lie iUfrendered ancoaditicMially. Remarking, “This beats the deuce!” the 
no more. He revised his opinions, humbly accepted the 
and profe^ed reli^on, openly and above-board. Hence the petroleum- 
developmest Is entitled to the credit of one notable conversion, at least, and the 
Wance is on the right side' of the ledger, assuming that a human soul out- 
weghs the terr^tnal globe in the unerring scales of the Infinite. 

Caa tibey be wrong, -who think the stingy soul 
That grudges honest toil its scanty dole 
worth its weight in slaty, sulphur coal? 



WliethM- prtroletBn, which literally signifies “rock-oil,” be of mineral, 
vegmble or animal origin matters little to the producer or consumer, who 
vi^ it ftoia a commercial standptfint In its natural state it is a variable 
mixture of numenms Kqnid hydro-carbons, holding in solution paraffine and 
sdid^ bitumen, c«- asphaltum. The fountains of Is, on the Euphrates, were 
bmiliar to the fcHmdeis of Babylon, who secured indestructible mortar for the 
walb of the dQ' by pouring melted asphaltum between the blocks of stone. 
These &ni«®^!^atffiacted die attention of Alexander, Trajan and Julian. 
Even now a^ihaltoa {wocored fi-om thmn is sold in the adjacent villages. The 
sfciminedoff the saline and sulphurous waters and solidified by 
ewaporatiew. ITie aadait iEferptiaim used another form of the same substance 
n mummies, probably obtaining their supplies from a spring on the 

.^rfZau^describedby Herodotus. It was flowing in his day, it is flow! 

^ a ato of Boston owns the property. Wells drilled near the 

^ on. Mummified 

are toaed asfnd to drive locomotives over the Sahara while the 
Z««««fc«utwboseoa b«meared‘-tbeswathedand bandaged cic2S”i! 
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purchased by a Massachusetts bean-eater ! Yet victims of “ that tired feeling 
turn to namby-pamby novels of the Laura-Jean-Libby brand for real romance I 
“ For truth is strange, stranger than §cti<Hi.’^ 

Asphaltum is found in the Dead Sea, the suppc^ed site of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and on the surface of a chain of springs along its tmiks, far below 
the level of the ocean. Strabo referred to this remarkable feature two thousand 
years ago. The destruction of the two ill-feted cities may have been connected 
with, if not caused by, vast natural stores of this inflammable petroleum. The 
immense accumulations of hardened rock-oil in the center and on the banks of 
the sea were oxidized into rosin-like asphalt Pieces picked up from the 
waters are frequently carved, in the convents of Jerusalem, into ornaments, 
which retain an oily flavor. Aristotle, Josephus and Pliny mention similar 
deposits at Albania, on the shores of the Adriatic. Dioscorid^ Pedanius, the 
Greek historian, tells how the citizens of Agrigentum, in Sicily, burned petro- 
leum in rude lamps prior to the birth of Christ For two centuries it lighted 
the streets of Genoa and Parma, in . northern Italy. Plutarch describes a lake 
of blazing petroleum near Ecbatana. Persian wells have produced oil liber- 
ally for ages, unda' the name of “naphtha,’* the descendants of Cyrus, Darius 
and Xerxes consuming the fluid for its light The earliest records of China 
refer to petroleum and small quantities have been found in Thibet An oil- 
fountain on one of the Ionian Islands has gushed steadily for over twenty 
centuries, without once goii^ on a strike or taking a vacation. Austria and 
France likewise po^ess oil-springs of considerable importance. Thomas 
Shirley, in 1667, t^ed the contents of a shallow pit in Lancashire, Ei^land, 
which burned readily. Rev. John Clayton visited it and wrote in 1691 : 

** I saw a ditch where the water hiimed like hrandy. Cotmtry-folk boil eggs and meat in it.” 

Near Bitche, a small fort perched on the top of a peak, at the entrance of 
one of the defiles of Lorraine, opening into the Vosges Mountains — a fort 
which was of great embarrassment to the Prussians in their last French cam- 
paign — and in the valley guarded by this fortress stand the chateau and village 
of WaLsbroun, so named from a strange spring in the forest behind it. In the 
middle ages this fountain was famous. Inscriptions, ancient coins and the 
relics of a Roman road attest that it had been celebrated even in earlier times. 
In the sixteenth century a basin and bath for sick people existed. No record 
of its abandonment has been preserved. In the last century it was rediscovered 
by a medical antiquarian, who found the naphtha, or white petroleum, almost 
exhausted. 

Nine years ago Adolph Schreiner died in a Vienna hospital, destitute and 
alone. Yet he was the only son of a man known in Galicia as “ the Petroleum 
King ’ ’ and founder of the great industry of oil-refining. The father shared the 
lot of many inventors and benefactors, increasing the wodd’s wealth untoM 
millions and poverty-stricken himself in his last days. Schrein^ owned a pbce 
of ground near Baryslaw from whidi he took a black, tarry nmck tlie pes^ants 
used to heal wounds and grease cart-axles. He kneaded a ball from the slime, 
stuck a wick into it and a red flame burned until exhausted. 

This was Jirsi peiroleumr^lamp! LaterSdifCTaerheard of dfedllation, filled 
a kettle with the black earth and placed it fee fire. The ooze boiled over 
and exploded, shivering the kettle and a>w«igtte zealous experimenter with 
deep scars. He imprcwf d his appar^^i^ pfotoeed fee petroleum (rfcomnio-ce 
and sold bottles of fee fluid to feuggists m 1S53. He drilled fee first Galimn 
oil-well in 1856 and bult a real refin^, which fire d^troyai m i8i66. He re- 
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sk'Han-:s' rx c/crni- ott 

built the works on a larKor scule and fire bloHe.l iluun ...n. nmn.H: *»-. 

Gray hairs and feebleness had ct.me, he eeasecl Die slfiiKKh'. •‘■M-* ‘ ' ■ '* 
and died in misery. Mis son, (mm whom itmrh Witii tnl, i.olrd ^ 

chant and peddled matches in VIennai from hnum^ m lioir.*' .n ili- 
brother of Signor Blitz, tlm workNamecI rottjnror. h Mug It «- 

day. Dying at last in a public hospital, kimired nor (nrwh (^4hmr4 it**' 

outcast to a pau|H*r*s grnvr. «! *ill n 

vanity and vexation of Hpird/* 

lAfv*n httitk fudi wwiii 
Karh bii liis tliti# t*» if *«f 
ICiirh tmim bit m % b«lf, 

but til a* Ittl ibfP »irri|t »|«*i ■ 

The IwM* ibeit r|*il#|4ii. 

Around the volcanic idc^ of I'iipr mi on 

the water ntitl to the soiitli of Vr%iiviii.^ lliroiigli ilw? 
Mediterranean, exactly m witrti ** the fiioriiliig mm 
together.’* Mamiver, in t#eri«ait |% tumm iiir iiiieii iirinii--. 
erly trf Kttra|>eiin llie hkmh nf lltc i »»«' 

man Ardn|M?lagt,i and Syria are rkidy riiflowrd itic 
same pniduct. Koomarila k ilicfally floitliig 
burn, which ooites from tlir C\tf|wilikiw iiinl fiolliiir:* ilic 
water*itpringi. Tiirklih domliitilkifi lisii liiinlriril i tw^' #ir ^ 
velc»|>mentyftlie liotiiiianian rrghai, 
ii bitiicd with liituinlnoiiii skdr^, ilio» in 

Scotland, gmid ft>r ilxly gidlotitof' i*i ili«i i«ii 

Tlte Mew*todatidem ohlaiiietl #i tiiragf^r M 

hill-sides, caillecting catrfidly the llir in-' 

tarior na^ka, aiicl several le^it^wrlh liiive 
torily, I'he unsophlsticiitrd Hiimalf 4ii% m lio« ^iir aw ■ little 
and stpieiiky mtmic rriHirretl tlir viflAie »! Ilie 

Columhiiin Kx|Hiililoii a tl|i4ofi mivtlly, «»tir'k Iti 

rocks and hills thiti trickle jirtr«ilrii»i iinl Id ilie^ 
drop U|Kin their heads until tlielr lnKlkn ire mt4 
slippcfy as an i*el, 1*^ lailllii, ik i jitiii, « 

inventor of Iho **Dlik Ftiwm** lliit iiwkt mh 

mmt pump thentiolve*, mys ll h liittiilcf iliiiii a 
rittpd circttn to watch « «riiii|i of lialf'C'lnil gitk m*4 
women, twi^thlrdi of tlietn carryltti mm* 

-this operation. He hit tmvelod tlirongh the oihftelds nf IiwIia AUti 

Russia and hfe kodak hiis reprotlwcml intiiy mW f»*f ll^ 

Wsiiiends. Two comptniti drlltlnf In Jam |iro|ic^ In all it# 

oil-resources m quickly iii the tools can fiicli the dtcWm VUrnmhh 
Java coffee may be tingid with tit oily flavor that will tkklr life of 

sutners and set them wondering how the mw amnM m*4|*rtl thrtr tv-tin »* 
persistently. Verily, “no pent-up Utica canfliMm'* t«etf.,hMm whhiii iJir o « 
roty compas.s of a nation or & continent. With John Wn»hry It way r»*»!tw*gH 
exclaim : “The whole earth b my pirWi," or who the Slt«kc*|W4*irti« 

The world* s mine oyster, * * 

J. W. Stewart, of Clarion, has been In AlMca drilihnt hit oil a,, 
syndicate is behind the enterprise and tert-weila are to l» ti.rtr.hntiw «„m. 
fields on the southern coast. Stewart, who retnnwd ktely. if » 
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tci llir itiiiiikry?4 up a ilt.Trirk micl watch tlic drillcrH at, work, Ju.st 

li«nv aiiiijHrt! lliry wall hr, Ifilir MiigliHiimrti ?ilrikc ii Hianttcr that drcaciics the 
1^**' derrick, each muHt diagram fur himnelf until tlie result t,>r 
cai tying the |H*iriileumwvar liUu Africa m decided. C. Iw Seavill, since 1H7.1 
iininng-'iiiHi’'laiitl agent at Kimlierley, in the tliaiminddieltlfi ufSutith Afrk*a, has 
urgatii^aal ii ciiiii|iaiiy with Heveiilydive-thunHand dullars cajntal t.u «.»|)erate at 
r'rrrs, rigliiy fillies iiiuih «if <'a|>e *r«iwn. He hiw leased enurnunw trads tif 
laml, w'liicli Atin'ricati eMfirrls |irunuiirifa’ likely to |iruve ridi uil-territm’y, itm! 
tiir w'cll will lie diilleil at II Hfiiit sriectetl liy W. W. Van Ness, tif New V%»rk, 
an aiilhiirily tm |idr-u|ruin, Mr. Heavill s|Hiit yeiirs etuleavurittg tn educate the 
|if'^i|i|e n|i {11 the liutiun that Stiiilli Africa nuglil lie g*s»d h»r sumething besides 
:l?*#ld and |>reriiiti?4 sluiie.s. A ,firrir?i uf gushers in the Ceres district, big t.'inaigh 
III dbeciiiiit yrlltiw ritiggc’tfi and sfMtrkliiig gnits, slantld be the lltling rewani uf 
ills <ntlrr|irifit\ l*rrita|is I letter's iiiiHslutmry-iiyiiin may yet Htiirt like this, when 
tint llciitriitifl'M |M.wti iis <iibci|>iiriitfirs i 

Fraiii iiimiiitilfii, 

itimwl, 

litirii iif ally liiaataiiii 
iiiirtl i#|» tiy th® tliirfl iiinl. 

11ie dktrirt uf imila linig ylelcled fniir-lititidrecl-tlifiusand liogs» 

lieadi itiiniialiy, file llltidntni using tins yll tci heitl cliii?iiseH» to |irt*m*rve timlier 
nitd III rreiitiile tllriiia liii« tm%m »ii|i|illetl from thii source b-ir ati 

iiiiknowfi fierloii ""flm lit|tiid| wliitii k of ii griiaiilih-bniwri color tuid resem- 
lile# Itiliriciilliifaill III dciiMlty^ gitlhcrs In pits sunk twenty to nliiisty fed In In^ds 
Ilf sanity rlfiy*4, ovcrlyliig slittrs mid sandstones* Clwrtwy pots or litickcts, oper- 
iiird by ffitaitil m inillassr?i, liiilsl llie oil slowly to IIhi riitMilh of the pits, wlieiico 
il H i*fb II I ai’f e'd M ro*4S liit^ cuiifitry in leiitliern t«»rne on itieidi siifitildem^ 
or ntraiilieiii jam, paiked into carls drawn by oxen . Major Mldiael 
iiiitbassador l»« lli«d**»ini - 

«.d Ava III pul.dislird 
il iiarralH'e oflibcsiijonrii, 1^^"" 
ill wlilcli i.*i tlii?i |iass*igr : 

.Ilf prntmhmm ^ w$K 
♦ tiii$ #ff Mm si 

III® «il l» , 

n wim iirmlf ilntli 




h*M *rf wd tii»« * tlwllvlly, wlileh It «•! i« the ioiaiai, ta « 

^*imt m ll» »a ilw wrii %Vlmi itiry ll« rinl «if lii« tr«»^li tl» im k t^ltg 
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the oil-fields of the East Indies. For the iltiriitvti^ iriide mt rml Urn 

Irrawaddy to Rainanghong, a town inhabiteil iilnicMl imtiiifilvtdv by tlir lumrfn 
who make the earthen jars In whkii the t>il k kopi for %hk iiaflir 

The methods of saving and handling the groiiny shi|ili! ha%'i» iiol rliaiiifnl oni^ 
iota since John the Baptist wore hk nuit of eaiiieik-lnilr aiiil tanri « miik-d ilir 
Sadducees in the Judean wiIdome«. Progresi cwlfi tin ior 4ili !l*r 
ows of the Himalayas, notwlthgteiidliif tlm itiliwloiwry isllotbi of 
Judson, Carey, Morrison and DuE 

Petroleum in India oecum in mkldl© or lowtr tertiiiry roi^k, In llir MaH 'ib 
pincli district of the Fanjab it is found at aixtern I«avilitir5i. At ikiiiik a writ 
yielded eleven gallons a day for mx montlis, frotti ii kmm^ riglitf |r#i 4rr|i, 
and one two-hundred feet dmpt at Miikiiiii, a h«iiilf'r*i 

hour. The coast of Arakan and the acyaotiil linv# lung hrm lamml 



mow iw otL^QmxAwm^ m imu mMsm mu mmm 


for mud-volcanoM caufied by the eniptlwn of itrtw*. 

tiiousand gallons a year of petroleum have Jai-n by ihr louir 

atocted to th,s induatiy md In 1&79 work w«a uiHlortaheii l.y tim U.lm 
jn ‘fT, r Bterted on a large aoate «m 1 In ii*j bad iw«iiiy 4 «ji 

m operation, ranging from five-hundred to twelv«.bimdf«tt fef| In 
yielding for a few weeks onediousand gallons daily. Th® total numtM 

pany had to suspend payment. lairgo sup|iUi*)i .if bkb*ctaw tn-irfd. tun 
beobtamed from this i?(^, If suitable metlttah of wtirkiiy »mi4, 

rti* *■ P^ltlon In the olelfmnM proctMhM eltiidi ii* 1 

tlto yellow dog under the band-wagon. At thelnUS^vInTa l 
of r^ectable altitude, the thrifty sut^eets of the Mikado otattaeR a dm 
oiI-pKs la the style practiced liy their fnre&theni Tin. min/ h n ™ 

sr «to Wamd dr«; 



wiiiiiriiritrryifig tiller rtiile iw $A.¥An eA««.¥iiN«.. ihl uh fiimit 

Iri^t tlw till ilitilr Imcki* its ii|iiiiwH in North Amoriai toto thoir pii|KKim*?i. 

Ill i%4 H» Iff llityiio# ntiw iifriltlrnt of thii Stiitioiird Hunk of Nt!w*York 
City, vliltril tiriiiiitiil l1to hitril fiito of tho Imilfltiocl Inmthoii 

iiitivril liitii til htliiy teifUr had m*vtir lifttrd or road of ** tliii iiiiiiiJiikHl 


«trt*l roiifiling/* **tho Fitliii link/* thn Uiliirtg, oising, oiigifii.*!i niic! iMiibri tho 
dlHliiigtibhrtl toiirNt h*i«l iihiiilrd in ovory tunik aiid cwmir of With 

Iho nfilrit of II trtio lliiyrio dotoniihird to **m^% tlioiii on ii highor 

lilaiit*/* I Hi rlwiiivil IJimlimtiiiior prrilthigo mm lilriid In dotnlllng thti iidviin* 
lagoi of litr iViitiiylviinlii iilnii of running tho |H!trolt?uni»niii«:hi*it!, labs of 

fiiritiiiei won m% Oil Crook iirid the Alleghtsny 
River were gariililied with m!liitlllatloiiii of Irl4i 
wil thill oiiglil to liiive ecinviilsed the Iwleiieri* 
Aliiii I the «u|iltus Asliitieii were iitil linill ihiit 
way iiriil the food it*i*d fell tt|M.>n Imrrefi toil 
Hie ilory liiid, dtsplle the finest litei|iier inid 
%oiieer rmlittlllslimeiili, this exfitrfencti were 
irfiritted ill Jii|'inii, Wkmt butter ctiiikl Imi m» 
i»ri led of iiaptrii who wor® skirts for ftdl-«lr«i, 
Itfiiriired hiifhkiiri iiiitl knew not n syllitbleiilsHit 
llriiiii lloni? Thiiir coiidnct wiw iiiiothor eon* 
viiidng evidimirti of *Uh© stern Calviiilitk diK> 
trine of totiil cle|iriivlty. The Jii|>i v«;»ted to 
Hi*iy III their vtifiefiible rut and not. ittonkey 
willi Ihm Yankee “A,iicl the Imiid 



%. m%m. played on/* 
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SKETCHES IN CRUDEOIK 


Japanese press. Doubtless the waste-basket receivetl what the c>Hk*e*riit Hpitreil 
of this unusual consignment. Mr. Bayne began his prospercnis c:*irrer jim an nil’- 
man by striking a snug well in 1869, on Pine Creek* near Tllimvilk’, lie liiii* 
written a book on Astronomy which twinkles with gobs tif iistriil iieieiirr 
Copernicus, Herschell, Leverrier, Proctor or Maria Mitchell never clrraiitecl iif. 
His unique advertisements have spread his fame from the Atlaiilir to tlit* Parifk** 
Digest these random samples of originality worthy of John j. IiigiillH: 

We never make kite-track records ; our speed takes in the full circle. 

“ The graveyards of the enemy are the monuments of our mcmm,** 

“ We never speak of our goods without glancing at the bust of Wisliliif lwi wlilrli 

squats on the top of our annealed steel safe; a twenty-five cent plaster catt «*f iktm'm ictidw mi 
atmosphere of veracity to a trade which in these days it sometimt* iiecili ** 

“Abdul Azis, the late Sultan of Morocco, bought a cheap boiler to drill m It 

bu’st and he is now Abdul Azwas.'* 

“ We will never be buried with the ‘ unknown dead '—-we ad vertlw®/* 

“ Our patent coupling is the precipitated vapor of fermented progrt##.** 

“ The intellectual and aesthetic are provided for in coniangniidty to ilitir Iftitt.** 

“ Our conversational soloists never descend to ortheebromatic In Ilitir orfditift 

flights; they hug the shore of plain Anglo-Saxon and scoop the donlMifif Tlniifian.** 

“ It will never do to shake a man because the lambrequins begin to iifNiftr ©n tbt teltimi of 
his pants and he wears a * dickey * with a sinker.** 

“ The Forget-me-nots of to-day are frequently found the Has«b«itt* of to-morrow.** 

“ Credit is the flower that blooms in life’s buttonhole.** 

• “ Many a man who now gives dinner-partlet in a Queen-Anti# jRronl wmiM lit iilWInf lilt 
Frankfurter in a Mary-Ann back had we not given him a helping hand at tim r^lil 


The classic ground of Petroleum is the little {Hmlnsula of Okestra, jutting 
into the Caspian Sea. Extraordinary indications of oil and gas extend over ii 
strip of country twenty-five miles long by a half-mile wide, in iHirtHM sand- 
stone. Springs of heavier petroleum flow from hills of volmnlc wks in the 
vicinity. Open wells, in which the oil settles as It <K>sees from the rocks, are 
dug sixteen to twenty feet deep. For countless generations the simple natives 




"^XWV \ dipped up ttie iticky uiiici iiiitl curriifti if 

n distances on their imeks, to liurn in 

^ / crude state, beskles sending a large 

amount yearly tt> the Hbali’s doniinion-.. 

W\\\ Vn^ It Is a forl)id<ling siwt-'-nwky, itcHolati-, 
without a stream ora sign of veg«-iaiiitn. 
KO.R / unfruitful soil is saturated witli oil, 

•i— a ^uT^u yl. p which exudes from the iieighlsaiuK hills 
l7°\ ^\w^^y// K" sometimes filters inn* reisiptat'les 
\J *” “ Ifoliistorie eias lt. 

I r - •''/ ''‘“siMirt of the {in.gram 

\ n f r ® **'*’ ^'•‘’* 1 ’''"* 

\ \ ablase, until the wa and land and >4y 

I 7f ) I ( j 1» appeared one unhroken in.jvs of thj.l. 

I llvll 1 V '*'*’*-' " “<* ‘if'' ” 

CCASStC 't*-*'*** ‘‘y 

night could scarcely have |)fri«cntrd a 
grander spectacle. The sight might well convey to awe-stricken ts-hoiders Itt- 
tensely realistic notions of the place of punishment Col. IngersoH and Henry 
Ward Beecher have sought by tongue and pen to almllsb. '• f >kl Nick,*’ how 
ever, at last advices was still doing a wholesale businm at tht. oid stand ! 

Near Belegan, six miles from the chief village of the Baku district, the 
•grandest of these superb exhibitions was given in iSty. A ♦ olumn of flame. 
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siK-huiHlrc’cl yiirilti in tliainett'r, Imike out niiUirally, hurling riM-kn f«u' tliyn to- 
gothoriiriil rubuiig u inuyiHi iiino-liutitirtnl ft‘ft high. l 1 io rtmr t»f HlriUiiiiig hriiir 
vvuH torrifir* Oil itnt! rkt? whorevrr a Ih»Io Ih iHirotl. Tin* HitJen tif ilit* imnml*' 
iiitiaro lilitck with ciarkmttlatioriH, whibii Hpriiig oi'whlto oil i,HSiirs friun Iho hRit. 
A i!luy»*pt|H! or holluw rootle in linio wator aiiil sot U|irlgfil in iln' ilour iif 

It «lwoUltig\ sorvos IIS n suflkkmt gas»|U|Hs Nti woiulor mnli a hintl as Hakig 
whrrt? In Iho ftssiiroH of thooitrlh niul rook iho Ilirkor flaini'^ 

whom II lioiling litko h rovortal with f'liimo clovoid of stsisihli* hrat* wlirro aUrr 
tlio iuttninri ulitiwors thti siirrotiiulinic country serins wnt|ipt'tl in fir»% witrrt* tfir 
C.kiohrr iiiooii lights iij> with an tint thr rntin* west aiul fvloniil raraclinr 
dt»im li roln! of firry rcsk when? itnuiinrrulilr jrtH rnvrU>|H* tlni |ilalns i»n int«»in 
loss nights# wlirrr all the phonoinrnii of diHtllUitton lunl t*onitnistiun <-an hr 
sttuliod, sliotilil havo arcHtsrtl tti« rrllgious sontlnirnt of oririilii! mysii«'s. ‘rin^ 
ncloring Parser iiml titr rolthldiMicIrtl ohrrnist might worshi|i rlirrkdiyd**'^*^' 
Ainicist this tirvoiiring idttitiriit rnrii 11 vo arul lovi% nrr born and dir, plain 
ciiilonii jiihI ralsti shuitpi i« In niora |mmair rrgloiiH. 

At tlm stMithnm extremity of the |H»iiiiitniht oil itiid gnu shot upward In u 
Inigi© pyramid of light Here wai ‘‘the eteriml tire of Aitkn/* linriiing iwto 
thousiinthyritrs mn when Eiir«i«ier reverently brlmld It iimi flume Immnm 
symbtti of Ikdiy to the entrumittl Wmtmm, Here the poor Ctlieher giiihered 
the ftiid to ford the »iicn»fl firii which biintrd prriManiilly upoti lili iiitiir, lllthf^r 
devout pilgrims jonmeyed even from fitraiff Paihay, to do Itoiiiiige iintl Iwsir 
away 11 ft*w driip of the priidotii olh before tht^ wolf had surklt’il koiinilim or 
Nebut!liiidiie*«nr had beiin turned out to pimtur«.s The **hii*rmil Idrrd* uio 
quuurhed for twiinty-five centurlei# Ihe digging of wells that tappeil its s»|i|>ly of 
fuel put tHil 41 griieriitlon iigo. Modern grwii, rrsprrllng titdtlti:*r iitidritl assothi- 
tion nor rcllgtons m*ntlmetit# drowtiso lavishly upon tin? bounilfiil ftiwk that fed 
tliroughonl tin* iigoH the grnmkst fliitnu in history* At Lonrakiiaiirl. 11**1 far 
from liakm Is a temple built by tin* fire-wsirslhpiin, The sea in |iliirrs has sin Ii 
r|Uiiulitii‘S of gas that it ciiii Iw lightcil and Imrnrd on the snrfai'i? of tlir waiff 
until ejctlngulshed iiy 11 strong wind. Strange destiny of fwlroleiiim lion ami 
last* to be the pimderer of iih*latrv--*tirewvi»rHhl|* In the okleri iliiie, 
worship in ihk era of the “Almighty ihilliir!‘* 

Developments front tlakii to the region iimlli of the |lliir-k Sra, seven* 

• luindrecl miles weslwarrl, Iwve revealetl vast dt^piedls of |a:*irolriiiii. I lutitlrnlti 
of wellnhave been drilled# wnite flowing caieditiiHlrri.talHHt!iiirid Imrrrls ii ilay I 
NoIh *1 llrollters* No. 5*», whidi eommeneed to Hi'tout in tSgh* kept a sirraiti rising 
fiiurdmiidred feet Into the air for ieveiiteen moiilltt, yielding tliree itiillkiii kir 
rels. This would till a dllrh five fe«?t wide* six feel deep, aitil 11 tniiiilred iuih?ii 
long, lliene mtinstet'H eject tons of sand dully* wliitit up In liigli iiioimds, 
Stones weighing forty |ioiiiul» Itnve Imeti tlirtiwii cnit. The taiiiiiiiiiii waiy i*f 
ohtaining llie thl h tti ralne It by mmins of long riietaiatyllitders witli trapdiop 
toms. Pumi'W are Impossible on aertnmt of the fine siind e*.itidiig up wdlh the 
oil. These eylinders, which will hohl fr*iin one to four biirnds* nil being rai’^d 
to tile Hurfaee are tlmehiirged into pipes or illfelir^, Karh tilp of tiir litirkel or 
eylimler takes a ininutenimkadtalf anti the well Is worketl day aiid iiiglif. Tl't« 
ftverage dally yield tif a MwHHtitn well Is aknil twodtiiiidred bat irl*» 

Pi|w:* 4 lties, refliierleH ami ridlromls have been provided itiid tlir ilirre big 
comiattileii oiatrallng the whole field eonsolldatiHt Iti Hie Moilimiiiltli 

cotiihimHi with the Nofmls and n prohihiiory tariff preveum the liii|a*rntlkiti of 
foreign tiiN, Tiink^ilennitfru ply the Cunplati Hen mid the Volgin iintiiy of il» 
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railways use the crude-oil for fuel and the supply is practically unlimited. The 
petroleum-products are carried in these steamers to a point at the iiioiitli of tin* 
Volga River called Davit Foot, about four-hundred miles north tif lliikii iiiiil 
ninety miles from Astrakhan, and transferred into barges, lliene nrii tcim^eci 
by small tug-boats to the various distributing points on the Vtilgii, wlierii 
tanks have been constructed for railway- shipments. The chief tlistrllititing 
point upon the Volga is Tsaritzin, but there is also tankage at Sanilof, Kiiiiiri, 
and Nijni-Novgorod. From these points it is distributed nil c»ver Etwiii in 
tank-cars. Some is exported to Germany and to Austria. Riissiiiii relliii’cl 
may not be as good an illuminant as the American, but It is miida to liiirti well 
enough for all purposes and emits no disagreeable fxlor. Alli*r tiiking frciiii 
crude thirty per-cent, illuminating distillate, aknit fifteen fiefcent h liiketi 
from the residuum. It is called ‘^soIar oiP^ and the luhriciiting*t>i! dktilliile Is 
next taken off. From tliis distillate a very good lubricant is olgjtinecl. iilfeclctl 


neither by intense heat nor cold. The lubricating oil in made In fliikii, but 
great quantities of the distillate are shipped to England, Fmict, Belfimii iiiici 
Germany and there purified. 

Russian competition was for years the chief danger that confronteil Amer* 
ican producers. Three partial cargoes of petroleum were sent to the llitlieil 
States as an experiment, netting a snug profit. Hmven fiivort the hiwtkfr 


Hustlerville, who hoes his own row and down^t squat on a itump eipecthif 
the cow will walk up to be milked, and American oilmen are not tiiilly dowiieii 
They have periected such improvements in handling, trimsporting, rofinliig aticl 
marketing their product that the major portion of Euriipe find Aslii, otiliikle of 
the czar’s dominions, is their customer. Nailing thdr colors to the tmpt ttwcl 
keeping their powder dry, the oil-interests of this gloriouH climiite ctoift |.iro|io«e 
to quit barking until the last dog is dead 1 

The early Persians and Tartars burned crude-oil for light Inalontmiiro jugs, 
with a spout on one side to hold the fiax-wick, that aniwtrtcl Ihtt |iiir|«isi* iif 
lamps. In 1851 a chemist of Polish Austria exhibited a smiill c|iiiimity of tliH- 
tilled petroleum at the World’s Fair in London. The Auitrlmi Eiii|x^ror 
rewarded this step towards refining crude-oil by making the dmnht ii prlnre. 

All these things prove conclusively that petroleum Is a wrilalite iitilioiic 
always known and prized by millions of people in Ask, Africit miii Kiirom^* 
and not a mushroom upstart. Indeed, its pedigree si»)i up to the immt eisarb 
mg Pbiladelphia requirement Mineralogists think It wiii quietly iJlitlliiiiii 
undera^th the ground when the miyestlc fiat went forth ; tlirro be 

light I ^ Happily age does not wither nor custom stab thii Mfmitm variety 
of us admirable qualiUes. Neither is it a hot-house exotic, mhpiml mmdfU 
a single dime or limited to one favored section of any country. It h murnmni 
widely throughout the two hemispheres, range li h 

fo "Srf ^ packifoi, that oihaiist Allfet 

in the tropics and the zones, beneath cloudless Itallim skl« «wJ tL 

SZ amid the flowery vales of Cashmere aiiS 


The Star in the East was crowding into tine m tlie M orb of day. 



A idyl. 


A mggi'cl !itreet-Arab» taken tci Sttncliiy-HchcK)! hy ii klticl teacher, Iwnnl for 
the first tlriii? thti «tc>ry iif Christ’s htiiimileHH lave iiimI sitflrringH. Big Intrii 
irtHtraecI dawn tils griiiiy cheeks, until he ctnikl iki Iciiiger restrain Ills 
B|iringlng U|Hm the ieiit, the exclletl urchin threw lib tiittered mp ta tlni ceiling 
whI ncremned *'Humih far Jemis!*' It wiis iin haiiest, Hineere, reverent 
irlbiite, which the Rtssirtling Angel tnust have been delighteil la nate. Iti like 
fiiftiirier, canskfcriiig its wamlfiiws piiit, Its glawing iirid Its |ircis|iet*ti\'t* 

futiiri*, men, waiiieiiiintl children everywhere, whlh^^ prtttlniriclly griitefiil ta 
Divine Benrfartar far the tnuiiceiideiit gift, may fitihielv jain in a niilvrrsitl 
** liurridi far Felraleum !’* 



HrriKittnii «iw It m 
It I4aitril III tli« vislmmiit" iiiifiir 
Awl pfmn tiC »ti|»irip j 

Til*! trtt|ii«:» timl liitvfl liitifitiiliif, 

It liHtilile* 4iiiil Mwiw riivrf il 
miitifttaiini 

Awl flllWi ill tlw I»it4 fif 
I'twfiii'il t« le* riiiwtry ur 

iiiitiiiit, 

A t»i CikCii wN«iIp 

rfritlufi 

Far llglu, litiil iwl |iriiw^ 
htlalribiitc 

All lull tatWn g mild n III wuri, at pakis pewAiA, pi-nwiiia »*»«( HAliigw 

til milt I Tttimean a ri»» 


lhw‘i wake tlw wlitaki* iliii.t CrtTctow . 
klktt ttw ktMiftk, thf! hikr, ar litititetitti, 

Ii dtH'ifl«illy nrw ;; 

VVlipfCiis It wai known hi I tie t#iir<irti 
Kve, ill llgdeaf Bolly Vittlefi 
tirfve Ailmn «n to rhtw, 

N«f ditsti It a liitwitfi {fivtfitiofi* 
tty reaMiti of itiiw«|ia|i#r»wi*ntl«ii 
i«il lately fiimntamlhia: aitiaitlatc 
a«t?atiie li Ii Matart’ii own lirew. 


Rtfitttiif-lty nattiftl in the llihlii* 

Btt. tioii# it! iwlltplty ld»l 
Or siitk lt> eiiilaln it away. 

It iftrnlilCd M«ttaiielah*i tahk, 

Wai tis«4 hy tha hnlldtra td Pih«l 
Awl pllifiini from di»taiit t*»lhay i 
When Pharaoli and Mwww wrir - 1 litniiniy 
It helfVd pr»®rve rtiwty a tiniwfiH , 
gtilt fiftftilfttlly llfi»»like and unfiiitiv, 

In iCifp'i •ioii#»tmntm how dw^ay I 

At BAkti|4Wi*« thufiderholt^ It, 
rtevottl /.arnaiterwl wir’d It 
Ai lleity »yfiilw'd‘d in flattw j 
t*ar««ei friim tti« realma of lJ«f iiit, 
IhiWftrbilly eariieit awl idotw, 

Adoring and w«ri*lil|j|d«if rattle, 
ft r tir’d Ntaili’i Ham nftrklitiw, 
tirras’d tiiiliie* and idgaitlii In China, 
Ifeid’d Ariit» ffiim flir«t»ft^ aipillnii--’ 
fhr tdind awl ttw halt and the lanie I 
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A GI.hMMHH IN THl': WEST. 

Himmmnm tmmv.Arumn cir tnu tm Ttim CciMTiNKNT-'hAici^ <ir 

Ficr««iLKt|.M HriitNcm in Nt«w Ycm^ ani» PtsNNf^vtVANU -lliiw m 

MANtfrAcrrtiiiKi»— PitiNKSi* anh thic ^UKi'umn 

ToMurroMis l4TK«ATtmi€-4'*ATitf«TU’ Kristiiiic StmmLm Hrumu HumMut 
Tti«» TO Exm^ain a Kncittv l\imT. 

•; Thotl wiWi HWitWit Whtr® dawHitl iHt ti«hl it ilil »i»t wuit «*».“ ■ Mdwim 
“ |i III® 7Wmm^* 

*’ Tti«®, Ititl tlin lM*w®rlti|i viiw imliliL I 

** A MtriHiiy i« iwl |« Iw t=*irv«tl <miI m ®vrry 

*• N«sv®r tiii iltirl wiiiiT tiili?ln‘il Itf a tltiik®,**-. //^# r 

** H©ir lli« Miiiiiiii l» m ktn»wii tti iti« Iti*lii4i»»/* /l# ia A*#irA# irAiUm^ A. ih mm 
** Ttwf© li 1 t«tiii»l»ift It th# lirrttt Ilf lltr tllilii, th« wiitri t»f will* It k llli« i*il, li*« i inti of Iftiii ii»it 
M pilti,** -r rf# d, ih #//#. 

ifM* wililrtl iipwr terii*iil4t*irtwifitlii ^ liy|ii»it* ifiw veiriftiblti, 

* • • Atifl itriw, iftw Wilt Ifiiiiril ktitf ig®i, tlwi lAlriil ilglH ii liilii l»f»ii«lil tetlli w«i 
mill# til wiiik Ibr fittmiii 

* Arttiliiif glim Iti tt biKiriifim,**— t 
** Th® mmt fflttiiiifni wttli ipitmi mwilii nf 

th® ttigtifc ilmll Itglii ftliml / #g 


HE LANI> Ctiliimliiw rtfi agtilnii, lif 
fttttlcit«liiti floritc^ ikmhfi* iitivkti in 
“Go West/* wm not iiefk?ctril In tli© 
tiristlnlwl tllstrlliiitltui of I'K'irnIrtifit, It 
iilKHimli lit Hytilh Atyrriiii, In ilio Wmt 
tndki* tli« tinlird Ht 4 itcii itiicl C^iimdii. 
The tiic.isi imteitHivu mid |ilif?iitMiteftrtl 
iiiiltira! ftitiiitiilri of |M^trt*iriiin ever kiitiwii 
in outlie liliititl of Triiiltliiii ii«i iiltii* 
men Itns filled ii bitniii four fiiilen In elr* 
ctimfemice, thm?H|iiiirlew cif n mlk fmni 
the ii!a| estlitiiiteci to eotitiiiii tliu eiftisvii** 
lent cif teii*riiilllt.»«« lif lutrrtilf iif crtidti* 
iilL llie li«.|tiirl liolln up rtiiilliiigiliy^ 
ni»rvlfif iiii lifilitliiyn teething 

and fomniiiK at tlie center of the lake, trailing and llilrkriilinc m il rrmlrn^ 
and finally heconiltip: aolld aiphaltnm. The tiwlililiiig, hkniiif* iilt?aitiliig cal- 
clrtin cmlta a nnlphiirtnin odor, fitinxtptlhb for ten cir twelve iiillri iiiitl iteb 
drdly wig|»wilvt! of the ortItcMiox lliidci. Hiirnlioldt In 171^1 rr|gtrted lila 
of thk niHmtnmmm miirvoh In pnaliicrltif wlilib the |*iiiif lianil iil 
inim had no lihiire* From it h dtirivcd tlie dark, tough, Nriiiieheaic ummfM, 
firat III Switieefliiiid for Ihli piiriaMi, wlilcli pmm tlir %irerl^ of mmm 

of citki. Fow itqp to relltict, iii Ihoy illcle mwf tim fioi^rk«i« imiicii mi 
whirling bfcyclog or behind priint?ifig atiiedi, llial llio mnmitli ^iliatitiiii 
ipvctiiofito and tlio dmr “water* white** in tlm piatiteiaiii|i lyivii mcoiiii|-so» 
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parentage. Yet bloomers and pantaloons, twin-creatknis of tlir tiiilor, or 
diamonds and coal, twin-links of carbon, are not related more (!losely. 

“ Even men and monkeys may be kin/* 

The earliest printed reference to petroleum in America is by Josepti cl© k 
Roche D'Allion, a Franciscan missionary who crossed tlie Niagara river from 
Canada in 1629 and wrote of oil, in what Is now New York, known to the 
Indians and by them given a name signifying plenty there.** Likely this was 
the petroleum occupying cavities in fossils at Black Rock, below Ikifliito, In 
sufficient abundance to be an object of commerce. Concerning the celebrated 
oil-spring of the Seneca Indians near Cuba, N. Y., which D*Alllon may nlso 
have seen. Prof. Benjamin Silliman in 1833 said : 

“ This is situated in the western part of the county of Alleghany, In the ittit of Ntw Yiirfct 
This county is the third from Lake Erie on the south line of the state, the counties of Cattariiifui 
and Chautauqua lying west and forming the southwestern termination of the of N«w York. 
The spring is very near the line which divides Alleghany and Cattaraugus, * * * Theeouiiiry 
is rather mountainous, but the road running between the ridges is very f ockI and Itads through 
a cultivated region rich in soil and picturesque la scenery. Its geograpldeal foraittloii t* the 
same as that which is known to prevail in the western region ; a tilldmit siMUilstoiio with ihult, 
and in some places limestone, is the immediate basis of the country. • * » The or 

fountain rises in the midst of a marshy ground. It is a muddy, dirty pool of «if hleett fttt 

in diameter and is nearly circular in form. There is no outlet above ground, no rtf taw 
from it, and it is, of course, a stagnant water, with no other ctreulatlon than than whkh •pfitig* 
from the changes in temperature and from the gas and prtmleum that art e^Mtanlly rlilng 
through the pool. 

“We are told that the odor of petroleum is peredvrt! at a distanct in a|ipro«chl»f tb# 
spring. This may be true in particular states of the wind, but we did not dlttluittlik my ptetthar 
smell until we arrived on the edge of the fountain. Here Its i^eculiar chaiirttr becinto very 
obvious. The water is covered with a thin layer of prtrolwuaa wr mkiiil oil, m If certtid wii 
dirty molasses, having a yellowish-brown color. 

“ They collect the petroleum by skimming it like cream from a wllk-pan. I^or tWi 
they use a broad, dat board, made thin at one edge like a knife,* it It moved iat iipwi «iKl Jiitl 
under the surface of the water and is soon covered by a citing of p«trol«w, which It m thfck 
and adhesive that it does not fall oflf, but is remove by scraping the Inrtfumert^. upon the lip m 
cup. It has then a very foul appearance, but it I* pudd<^ fey h«itlng and stmlnlng It ^llt h^ 
through flannel. It is used by the people of the vicinity for spimini and rhtuaaidiim Attd for »» 
on their horses.” 

The “muddy, dirty pool” was included in mi Indian reservation, one mile 
■square, leased in i860 by Allen, Bradley Sc Co., who drove a pipe into tlie !«»,{. 
At thirty feet oil began to spout to the tune of a-barrel-im-hour, a rhythm nut 
Tinpleasing to the owners of the venture. The flow continued sevemi weeks 
and then “stopped short, never to go again.” Other wells foibwed tit a 
greater depth, none of them proving suffidcntly large to give the field an 
■orchestra'Chair in the petroleum-arena. 

It is told of a joUy Cuban, wearing a skull innocent of garbage as Uncle 
Ned’s, who “had no wool on the top ids head in the place where tlie wool 
ought to grow,” that he applied oil from the “dirty pool” to an ugly swelling 
on the apex of his bare cramum. The treatment lasted a montlt, by which 
time a crop of brand'Ww hair had begun to sprout. The wek'itmo growth 
meant business md eveotualty thatched the roof of tlie happy suited with « 
luxuriant vegetataon that would have turned Padrowskl, Ab^om, or the most 
ambitious foot-ball kicker ^een with envy! Tittlebat Titmouse, over whoso 
excruciating experiences with the “ Cyanochaitanthrppcgxilon ” that dyetl his 
locks a bright emerald readers of “Ten-Thousand a Year” have isttgli i Ml 
consumedly. was “not in it” compared with the transformed donhwn of the 
pretty village nesfling amid the hills of the Empire State. Those Inclined to 
pronounce this a bald-headed febrlaitlon may see for themselvos tihe predto 


j /x the ivksi: ty 

th« imicWirib fiirnkhiiig tlip nil |irttir i«t tltt’ iKlvnit uf thr iircmiik.', 

liiintJiUiiwiJiitiit ilriviiig*pi|H\ 

Ciiptain ih JcMicsilm, II l*>imch in witu hiiti i*f 

milltitry iipi^riitlunii «ii thi^ Ohliiiiiid iin tritiuiiiritjji in lyn^ rqKiried *'*1 

fiiiiiitiilfiiit llm heiicl cif II limidi of tli« C')hb* tliuwiiti’r tif wliidi In lik« nil/* 
thb wii« liie ifiiiio mfcrmi tci In tiic 

far July, 1791, m fcillown: 

♦* III tti«^ itiiftliwii |»»ri tif IViiiiiylVftfiitt it a rrrtli Oil mhkh ili« 

Altrulwiiy Hvrr. tl lwii«fi4iiii » »|»li»ic ©n wliith iWiilinit tiil niwilaf calkti llitrliiitlwn 

tif , niicl frtim wlilvti «m« timy ifnihtr it¥«r«t gftiliwi a itay. Th© Mf?fii t© niwni Uhp wwt^f 11 

hiiltfrl nt fill# sprliiE, riill#nf*'il §»«!« t>f Ihr fill itfitl liiiltril j©i©tii with ll. Tlili gav# 

tlif m trtftt ft-wtti tti» flieimiiillifii, with ^liirti lh#y w«5rt afBIcItil/* 

11h! tibiory t»f In Amt«ric*4i eQmmmcm wllti tlu? nuis tim pbiicrr 

finltlnr?i found thn rt^cl-rntm iniwin of It for ntui fur iiiuniing thdr dtmky 

tHttliuH, Tito mittIurH 4idu|itf»d lt« mrcilrluiil miiiind rtUiiiiud fur viiiiuun itlllii* 
iiiM of lh« Allnghuity tlui liidkin imiiiii of Oil Cmck. Ilutli riullviii iiitd wIiiIuh 
riilUn^titd lh« oil by »|irni4ding bluitktte on tint itiiiriliy ihhiIh idoitg tlio i»dgt*s of 
tliu liiiidi nt tlin ft>t»t of tiill-ildei or of itMiiiiilidii«wiiIlii thul lirin 

III tlio vjdlt^y^ ^iippctliig coiibiiititsitrpit above* Tlio rtftiiiiliii of aiicbnt fiiti on 
Oil Crook- tlio Oil Crook orilaitied to tiw>ni«ii hmweliold worib-llnrd 

nncl provklwl with iiotrhtd logfi for Indctein, iliow liow fur genoriiliotm 
tliti ha<l vnlitod and «t«wd tlio imMluri Si.ittie of %hmi* t|iim*r ristir* 

choked with Iciivet anti itirt iirrii« 4 «latf!i:! during liiiridrrdH of yo4tr«» iKiro 
trtim two centiirici old. Miiiiy of them, cln^uinr, mitiitro, oldong mid oval, 
mmk In thn ciirth fifteen to twtiity fret 
iiiid litroiigly crihhed, Iiiivc hwii mm- 
viitrcl Thdr nufnla*r iind iiyiitcRUitIc 
iirrmigcment iiltot that fmtrolimni wns 
niivud In Iltmial qitii«tltte« hf 11 m‘t! 

In «omu degree the elcmt*ril» 
of clvlll»tloii, II10 oil hiiH pri«crvo<l 
the tliiiheri friiin the raviiguH of d€*t*ay, 

** to polntii iiiorid or ntlom 14 tiilr/’ littd 
they are fii sound to-day m wlicn cut 
down by hiindi toat crumbled Into duit 

agci figo. 

Scientists worry and |M*r%|»lre over 
**thi ;5 inounddmildcrs^* and iidk gllldy 
III If lilt n siiprrbr riicii anterior to the 
Iiidiiiim,** while ignoring the relies of a 
tribe smart enough to constnict endur- 
ing storchfiusts for petroleum. I*e«ipb 
wtii» did such work iind filled such 
rifceptitcles with oil were not ikniclt« 
who would sell thdr «.iuIm for whiskey 
find their fortiit-htirltiife for it itring of 
ghifU-lHmck. Did they iMutelruto the 
rock for thdr iupply of oil, or skim it 
dfcifi liy dwp from the wiiteri of thii itream f Who were limy, wliericr mwie 
tlitiy titid wliltlier liiive they vanished? Surely tlieiiti are rtiiiimdruiiii to tliu 
ingemilty of Imaginative imlvers of per|ileicing ridtlles. SfwII Maritiilny*ii New* 
Eetlmiid voyager* illef viewing the ruiiw of bindofi iiinl flying iicro## ilie At* 
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lantic, gaze upon the deserted oil-wells of Venango ctnuUy ii Ihtnisancl years 
hence and wonder what strange creatures, in tlie dim and nuisly paHt* could 
have bored post-holes so deep and so promiscuously ? Rip Van Wiiiklo wits 
right in his plaintive wail : '' How soon are we forgotten 

The renowned spring’^ which may have suptdlc-d tlutse remarkiibkt viits 
was located in the middle of Oil Creek, on the McClintoek farm, three miles 
above Oil City and a short distance below Rouseville, Oil wtnild from 

the rocks and gravel beneath the creek, appearing like nir-lMilibles imlil It 
reached the surface and spread a thin film reflecting all the colom cif the mire 
bow. From shallow holes, dug and walled sometimes in the lied of the stream, 
the oil was skimmed and husbanded jealously. The demand was limited and 
the enterprise to meet it was correspondingly modest. Nathanael Cary, the first 

tailor in hYanklin and owner of the 
tract adjoining the McClintoek, ped- 
dled it about the townslili'is early In 
the century, when the popiilatioii mm 
spanie and every good howiewife liikl 
by a bottle of ** Seneca Oil In ciis© 
of accident or iTcfi^r''”Ciiry would 
sling two jam or kega ticroii ii fitllhfiil 

horse, belonging to the cltw of Ikm 

Qukote*s ‘VRoslnante** and tmi se- 
date to scare at anythliif ihorl of a 
knickerbockered femltiine antrido a 
rubber-tired wheel* Mounting llili 
willing steed, which traii»|'iorleil hlin 
steadily as **Jeii** carried the self- 
denying physician of ‘Mltislde the 
Bonnie Brier-Buth/* tlic tiillor-iKHb 
dier went his roundi at Irrc*gti!itr in- 
tervals. Occasionally ho to*ik u ten- 
gallon cargo to Pittsburg, riding with it eighty miles on hornebiick iiitcl trading 
the oil for clodi and groceries. His memory should bo cherished fw the first 
'^shipper of petroleum to *Hhe Smoky City,*' then a mere cluster of log iiml 
frame buildings in a patch of cleared ground sunroundlng Fort Pitt ”Tlilnpi 
are different now.’* 

The Augusts, a family living in Charrytree township and rememlicrwl only 
-by a handful of old residents, followed Cary’s example. Their htiwk wm pro- 
cured from springs fardier up Oil Creek, especially one nmr Tiimvlllv, which 
achieved immortality aS' die real source of the petrokum-developmcfit thnt hm 
astounded the civilized world. They sold the oil for ** a quarter-collar m gill ** 
to the inhabitants of ^ neighboring townships, llte coniumptlon wfw citrcitiely 
moderate, a pint usually sufficing a household for a twelvemonth. Natiiru'i 
own remedy, it was absolutely pure and unadulterated, a panaccii i*r ‘’tht 
thousand natural shocks friat fresh is heir to,*' and |>o8ltlvely to min 

mth. water. If milk and water were equally unsocial, would not miiity ii dla- 
penser of the lacteal fluid train with Othello and ** find hi# occupation 
Don^t read the answer in the stars ;** let the overworked pump# In thoumti^ 
of barnyards reply 1 

■ _ No latter-day work on petroleum, no book, pamphlet, sketch or iMif aiin® 



FIRST OIL '‘shipped" TO PITTMURG. 


J rx TiiH ll7iS7: Hi 

liiivt* \H%m Hi’Hl ill 17511 lt> Ctriii'fiil Miiiili'iiiin, ttu* i*’rriu’li riiiiiiiiitiitlrr who 
|H*riHhrd 111 yiii’liiK: iiiiiti f%mr% hy the cuiiiiiiiiniirr of llttyiirHiir, 

now riltHlMirg. A Hhprry»r'ol.ililer minitfi tlie nhvtry wuiild lytve 
lumnmi Iis.h lrtiil|iid tiinii iiiiy olliniblkuUiu!i otiiluiiig the favorili! It 

flan hmm i|W)linl m throwing light n|Hiii tin* ndlicloun fhiinirti’r of Ihit Inillitim 
itiul otlhrvcl m of tlieir iiftliiily with llm llri!*wtirHhl|»|»i’rH of thr urtriil ! 

Oflkliil ri*tiortn firiiited ftntl oridcirm!cl it, mlriiniriii einlHHilrcl it In iiitHHionairy 
nermtinn unci It piiHed iin liifiilllhb hintury. llik h the |mragrii|ili *. 

wimlil miiinMfe Ihlilnic iltliiliifti! laiiil. Htiwi? 4»f ili« wi©*! mum' 

Inliitig iitttiiriil wniabri hav^ hteii 4lic#vi?r«4 tii« Allrih«»iiv’* 

Itiiifijri Mim I lit ituitith tif tilt Cmwwmn^t^ iiui lhr«« alMwt Iin* we were Inviiol 

tiy lilt cititf tif llie Jltncran ta attenil i, rtllgliitta t*er#ttir«if of* lilt Wfi Iwwlttit imi4 drew ii|i 

«nir «ii II iM'iliit whtrt a ittwll mtmm tnttiwl tli« rlytr* Tli« triltt a|t|»ririxl miiustialiy 

wdewfi* Wt mareli«?#l lif* th® slreaiti l»»lha»bagtn?, wlwre tli© a liiiiii, it aifitarnl, 
had arri¥«t mmm day* h«l»rc i». tllianlit; hlUt laitlrt tii tiit #very side, Th« %mme wm rtiitif 
atiWhttt. Til® great idtltf tlwii weltud tli® eiiiw|iii»ti atnl liisriiiini of tlwir The ttir* 

fmmof tti« Btrmm wM4?ovtf«i with « thick sicuiti, which, •jiiilyitif a torrli ala given aigiial, 
hiifsit Into ft cniwplifti At Hit ililit of the tiiiiitii the tndlwii gave forth liit 

tfitiiftphttit ihoiil. that mmh tlit hliit md vatteyi re^eriio ftpihi. Here, Ihm, !• rtvived th« 
ftiicleiit ftfs*wowlii|i «f lh« Mft»l | h«ri, tlieti, art th« Chiltlrtii ©f the iitti,’* 

Tlin »lyhi of thk |io|nthir c'lttiifEifiltkiih In Its iiiiiiptiitlon to the <s*c*itiit.iii nrid 
circnititHyiiirim, riviik Chiitttstoii*^ iinHur|mn«r*d iimltiittoiin of if le ntititiiie. Moiii* 
WiW II gdllmit iioldkr who lo^t hln Ilf© figliting tli© Eiiglisli iitiiler Omnral 
Wolfe, th© hero whon© luihlo rtilogy of th© |Kitit Cffiiy^— I would riillier fie the 
finihor of III©* Elegy Written !n it Ckntntry Cfnirrhyiird • thiiit Ihii c*rt|iiof of 
cjnelmi ---should ithmo rrowii hint with iinfitclitig Initrelg. Thi;i rintifiyttitlrr of 
Fort Ihiyiiofiiiti itko “Hired iinil movtsi mid liitd it t>dng.“ Tlio Ailrgheiiy 
KIver itteimili*r?i m of yort*, tilt! C*tiiwwitiigo i?m|iliei Inhi It, nt Wiirnm, tfiti 
“ Veiiiiiigo’* i» the Frenrh FrtH 4 wititii tlie .Allegheny iit Frmikliii. Tlte 
“mnnll htrrnni’* iipwhlrh they iniirehed “iiliont hnlfnideitgiie** wiinilil Crerk 
iind th© di«tlntti«.m wm the olI- 8 pring of Jotit,’iilro mul “Nm ** inry, ’fhe 
“glgmitlc Mlli** hfive not depiirted, nllhough the^thiek hi idiired In 

iron tmiki. lint neither t»f the Fr«tnc*h eoiiiniiiwbrn wrnto or rend 
heard of the iftiichHpoted eorreipondetiee, for the excelletii rt^iuioii tliiit it Inwl 
imt been evoivtcl dnrtng their iojiiitrn on tlik iiiiiiitiniiis ftpiten? i 

.Friinkliii, Jiiitly dtihhed “lln* Nurnery of Ckeitl Mm, “ gave lilrlti l*i ifir 
(iretty utory. Slicty-slx yearn ago n bright young iniin wit?* inliiiilteil to the tinr 
4ind opened 11 lawsiHke In theultraetlvo hiinilet at the jnrh'boii of llin Allrghmy 
River find hVeiieh Creek» He Moon rnnketl high In tiH profe^^4oii Mini In 
waM apiioiriled judge of n iperint dtHtrleNtmii, iTeiited to de»|i«»?rt!o| nteiimio 
littetl bimlneni in Veniiiigo, C'rawford, Erie mid Meo^er eoiiiiile^, llie m%nm 
yearn talented divInity-Mtndeiil wwi eidled to the piifdorale of’ the ITr^byteriiti 
riutrrh In Friinklin. Uni yonlltful inlnlfiter itiid the new Judge ftetaine warm 
frieiutH and enltlvated their rare literary imUm by writing for the vllkige-liiijmr,, 
n Mlx“c,:0lniiin weekly. Among otherM they preimrecl a mrim of IkTilloiis 
artlclim, biified n|Hm the early pStlement of Mortliwenlerii I'iiiiiMylvaiikn 
liigiied to wdiet the piilillc iipfmtile for hblorif? itiid legeitditry k#if\ In mw uf 
lltes© Aetcliei lire fdlepjd letter to Monh'altii wiw iiiihidetl Avi'rage 
iiiip|Km*cl the ttilriiit© demTlptkitin nnd bold itarintlvrn were iwk-rililmil 
4111 oplnloti til© iitilhon did not c^are to eoiitrovert, itiid at fengilt ili© “ Frriirli 
commiinder*ii letter “ Imgari tc.i be r eprlntetl ii.ii aetiiiil, iHiiitofide, i«iiiif«blowfi* 
Jn-the 4 :n'>tlle history I 

C>iie of the two writerii who eoiited ilik iitti?ri,?stiMg “ fo'kti ** wiiii Iloii. 
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lantic, gaze upon the deserted oil-wells of Venango ruunly ii tlitwmaiwi year'i 
hence and wonder what strange creatures, in the dim niul ititisiy nntlfl 
have bored post-holes so dec^p and so promiscuously ? Ri|'i Van Wliikit? was 
right in his plaintive wail : blow soon are we forgc»ttt‘n T* 

The renowned spring’^ which may have 8upplk*tl tlifse remarkable vat?i 
was located in the middle of Oil Creek, on the W'cClintock farm, tiiree tniloH 
above Oil City and a short distance Mow Roiiseville. Oil wotiltl from 

the rocks and gravel beneath the creek, apixmring like itiitll ii 

reached the surface and spread a thin film reflecting all the tiC tlie rain* 
bow. From shallow holes, dug and walled sometimes in the bed of the slreaiti, 
the oil was skimmed and husbanded jealously. The demarul was liiiiib d and 
the enterprise to meet it was correspondingly modest. Nntliauiiel Vnry, llie tmt 

tailor In Franklin mid owner of the 
'V-v thtt k. 

died it lilmiit the tiiwmldps early hi 
the century, when the wmi 

spanie and every gtaal htiiisewlfo kit! 
^ ^ bottle of •‘Senecii OH in ciii^ 

accident or " Cary wotilti 

sling two Jura or kegn arrm^ n fallhfiil 
borse, Irelonglng to tlict rlisri of I'k«i 
''' Qtiixote's ** Romnimte*’ fiful too m- 

date to scare iit anything short of n 
knicktTl^^^^ ^fistrkb^ii 

*'‘'4.* denying physid^^^ of " llrMtie the 

<■ SKiV.^ ro f «»' 

tervius. Occttsloniilly lie ttmk ii teti^ 

gallon cargo to Pittsburg, riding with it eighty miles on horseiwu'k iiiKl trailing 
the oil for cloth and groceries. His memory siuMtld Im cherinhwl «•» itm limt 
“shipper ” of petroleum to “the .Smoky City,” then n mere H iMit of log «ml 
frame buildings in a patch of cleared ground surrounding P'ort Pitt, “ Things 
are different now.” 

The Augu.ste, a fainily living in Cherrytree towmship and remembered only 
by a handful of old residents, followed Cury’.s example. Their stia-k wns pro- 
cured from springs farther up Oil Creek, especliilly one near 'ritim ille, which 
achieved immortality as the real source of tho petroleum-development that has 
astounded the civilized world. They gold tit© oil for “a quarter-dolkr ii glH»* 
to the inhabitants of neighboring townships. Tlte comumptbn was extremely 
moderate, a pint usually sufficing a household for a twelvemonth. Nature's 
own remedy, it was absolutely pure and unadulterated, a panncea fiw “th® 
thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to,” and positively refUMcii to mla 
with, water. If milk mid water were equally unsocial, wouUl not many n dis- 
penser of the lacteal fluid train with Othello and “find his o«ni|«dliMi «««.?'• 
Don t read the answer in the stars j” let the overworked immim in thowaiKb 
of barnyards reply 1 

No latter-day work on petroleum, no book, pamphlet, sketch or miigAiiiie 
article of any pretensions has failed to reproduce part of a letter imnwtltJg to 


FIRST OIL “shipped" TO PITTSBURO, 
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li,i\r Iwi'ti Mill ill r/^ii la <kiu*rul Mtmtailm, th« Fiviitii ruiniiijuKlrr who 
jHii'iliril 4t iiifif* yv^m liiter, by fcho comriiiuuifr of h'Virt f)iiy»fsnt% 

iiiiw Fitl'.tiiiiH* A Hlirrry'rolibbr itiimm tliu dwny would huvo htnii pro- 
iiotitKod IvHH liriipifl ifyiii Jitiy oiliniblkatiuii oiiiiltiiig tins hivorito oxtnw't. It 
Ii4i light «tK.mthi5 rtdigloiw diiiriidor of thtt Indliirm 

oiitl itth’riil #i*i rvkliitf'o Ilf lltolr {iltinity with thu flri?»wiir»hlppi*rs of tlio orloru I 
iilfirial li^porM jiiiiilril iiiiil tiftdomt?d it, miiiktom cmlHKiiod It in mkHioniiry 
?4iiiii*ii4 rtiid it piwiil iHliifiillibks Itbtory, Thin k tiui piirtigrttiih : 

I ttcitilii to tiiwiw that tliif h ». m««t dtllititfiil ktid, Sotn# <if lii# moii airtcifi- 

tiiliiotl hum Imrii itiscovff^ byotir Whil« tli® Allniheiiy, 

iiiiri^w III# ftioiilli tif llif* €on«w»fig0 ami ntr«« akive tli# Vfriatigii, we were Invileil 

lt%- III# % W#f u^ liie ti» iittrml a rtliiiotts certmony of tils We lamletl and drrw m|* 

tiiii I Allow oil 4 pirn wliftiea itr#«w enttreil th« river. Tii® tritii i|ipctr«l wimiumliy 
mairltfil tip tli# ftkmi where the eomimiiy, t iMind, It 

liAil iifilffil i**iiw diti'ii lietme iw. thfintic hill# heglrt m on every litle, Th© scpii® wm rtally 
miiMimr. Th# gfwl tiiwf thru teeited the con«|U«#ti mid hrroliia of Itwir atu'cslow, Thti«wf« 
t* tif the rtf ram wiw rovm rd with a Ihkk wmrn, whlrh»tt|ioii apidyhif a lorrh at a given 
liiifit iiil# A rotiikgfiiiiin. At lh« tight ©f the flanmi the Ifidlaiii gave forth th* 

tiiiifti|itiiiit ilttiiit tliiil tfiiide the liilli and valley# re-echo agitiii, Here, then, ii revived the 
111* trill III*' w^oirtiip of til# Hull I litre, then, are the Childr«fi of the Sun.** 

*l1to iilylt* of tlik iHiptiliir ecimiK^ltlon, In iti iidiiptotlim to the occasion and 
rlmln Clhittcrtoit'8 «ngur|Mim*cl iailtfitioris of th« fintifiuo* Mont- 
ralin wm ii galktit wikllcr who kmt lib life fighting tho Englmh under Gfiicrnl 
Wolfei tlio hero whoiio iiotife oiilogy of tho |K>ot Griiy— ** I wtniki ritllicr he Ihti 
nntlior of tlio *EIogy Writlt^n in n Country ChyrchyiircF thnn tho ciipior of 
should ah mo crown him with wnfiiding laurels. The cortiitwindcr of 
t*'oft IhiyiicHito iilso ** lived find moved mid liiid n being,** Tliti Allegheny 
Elver iiii*nittlefti m of yore, tho Conewango einptieg Into It at Wiirren, the 
** Venango ** Is the French Oeek which Joins tfio Allegheny at F'ninklin. The 
**?4iiiallhtreiim** tip which they marched “about hidf-adt*aguc ** wan Oil Creek 
and the clestliiation w.w ttm oil-spring of Jtmcaire mid *‘Nitt“ Citry, Tim 
“glgtiiille hills “ hiive nut departed, although the “thick mini** Is stored In 
iiun tmikn. Hut neither uf the Freneh cotiimanders ever wrote or rend or 
lieiinl of the ituitth^ incite* I ctirrespiiiuleitce, for the excellent reiison tliiit It find 
not been evolved during their sojourn on thin inundnne upliere f 

l*'riifiklin, jiistlv dubbed "The Nursery of (o'eat Itirn," gave liirtli to llie 
finlty storv. Sixty six years ago a bright young niitn %vmi ndfiiltted to the bar 
and opened ii Im^-otlice In the iittractivo hamlet at ttiejiuiilioii of the Allegheny 
EHer iiiid I*‘feiidi t'reek. Ilo stKin ranked high in hk proftsslon mid in 
W'a*i itppt#iiil*4| Judg«*of ri sfasial dbtrlct*t*oiirt, created to dlHponeof itccuntin 
tatc-d liieiliifMs ill Veiiaiigo, Crawford, Brio anti Mercer couitiles, 11ie siiitie 
vtrtf a talented clivliilly^studeiit wim called tt> this pislorate tif the f resbyterimi 
riitirrlt In Fiaiikllii. Tim youtlifiil mtnmteriiiid the nt‘W judge became wurnt 
litriids ftiiil riillivaled tiicfir rare literary tmU^ by WTlltng for the vHkigi>|rt|it*r, 
41 sls-roliitiiii weekly* Aiiioiig others they prepared a ntnien of hcliltotis 
ailitleH, IwHcd upon itie curly gcftllement of Northwestern i *f antsy Ivaiiki, dr- 
dlf.tird to wiiiT the piililic itp|ii!tite f«ir histode iiiid legeittkry lore. In one of 
lltiMo sketcitt's itto tdlegtsl letter to Mtmtcitlm wits Inrhided. Average readew 
tiiififiortsi the iiiliiittn desiTlplbim tind bold mirralivtrt wiTt? rot^kn'ibbeil ikets, 
an o|iliik*n the iititliorH did imt m%m to contnmsrt, mid iit length tins ** Kreiicli 
r»iniiiiiiiiiler*s letter ** began to Im reprImed m arttiak boiiiofidi?, iiamedilowii- 
111* I lied lilt lie iiklory I 

One itf the two writers who cottied ttib inlerestliig “ tkki^ ** wiw I loin 



20 


SKKIVNES IN CA^il^NOiL 



James Thompson, the eminent jurist, who ieiiriir«l piiiiliiiK m |ir4»iimi 

law in Venang-Q county, served three ternm— *tlie U*^t «h sprain in tii«* I « j-ti i 
lature and one in Congress, was district *j«dge six yi^arn itiiil Hat ««ii llir Nti|ii< me 
bench fifteen years, five of them as chief-justice tif tliin stair. |iiih:r 1 
removed to Erie in 1842 and finally to rhiladcdpliia* tic iiiariinl *1 iiiti|*blrf ««| 

Rev. Nathiinirl K. Siiowiirtt, lii-*! «| 

the First Freiliyleriiiii rliiirrli ill ilarrinlnirg, 
in liliiwsirtls itia^lrr tif’ it 

noteil acuck?rity al Friiiikliii* Hr* 
wife was the cliiiiglitrr of Hr. Ciiitliiir, 4i .liir- 
vivor of fHglitfiil Wytifiiiiig iiiiemrrr. 
Their son, nil eiiiiiiriil |iliv-4iiiaii nf 

early times, was llie liillier «4 ilir latr I ir* 
S. (fimtine Siiowticii liiiii i.if li4j«f--lkaM:-i*i| 
Cteorge R. of r«ni» 

riuimier of the Nalicitiiil-tkiiini iif' 
vaiiin. The gtml iiiiiilMtcr tliril in Ariti- 
striing county, to iIip gr»vt* m m 

shock of wlicftt fiiliy ri|K3 for tlie liiiri'rtt, 

Witt h 

To him lliil Wivtli il wllti «« f 

A liavcw, fill iliiiiifsf -4 |«tl 


EEV. NATKANIKL E, SNOWOKS. 


HmrhofK liii Hip rwii^ti r# pmi, 

wttli * 


Judge Hiompsotfs literary co-worker was the Rev* i*^fm I li« 1 1. I 
who resigned his first charge in i%a, a^ittled In flit; m%t aiitl gain* li ilr.iifi* ii,*n 
in the pulpit and as a forcible writer. How thorowglily lltr*ir iiiiilfftit 
now happily nnmited * 'beyond the smiling mitl the wrrpliig/' iiiir4 
joyed the overwhelming of their ItigeiiiiHis jiloi ami latiglir*! at ilm 

easy credulity which accepted eveiy line of their 
contributions as gospel-truth I Ttiey could not 
fail to relish the efforts, prompted mainly l»y 
their fanciful scene on Oil Creek, to Identify m 
Children of the Sun the savage bmvos In buck- 
skin and moccasins whose iiobk^t conception 
of heaven was an eternal surfeit of d^-iausage ! 

The Indian may be sapntltlwis, 

His tastes may be wholly ptrnteioM 1 
Bat he hitteriy tpurai-eaa we Wt»« Wm 


And with a white ]pdlf j»t itm»« him. 

Signs of petroleum in the Keystone State 
were not confined to Oil-Creek. Ten mile# 
westward, in water-wells and in bed and 
near the mouth of French Creek, die indteatlom 
were numerous and unmistakable. The first 

white man to turn them to account wa» Marcus HuHuk".**! I’i.4»a!n il» „riwl. 

*>.• H.Hll.i -.Mtl. . ,^..1' ’ tw„ 
o earth-oil from a dny pond, formed by damming a i4i u( lUr ucrU, iltr 
^id serving as a Unimentand medicine. This was the small U m.mmi; ../one 
whose relative and namesake, two generations later, wa-, pu.ml. Jvadiiig 
oil-milhonaire. Hulings "ferried » passeng^ aeroiMi tlm MiiWtlgml sinram iS 
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il 


.1 1.4ik aiul It kt-fl Inmt lo |•ittslmlg. tlu- liviiiiciitly re- 

.(iiiniiK tiiiir ttfck-t. I’itHSftigfW wvrt! “Ifw Jiml far lii twtiii, " tKiisftiiiwitly 
a lifi.k kt-rpiratuhi ttraisiiffr w. ru uttt MiRaKct! to takt; care of the reteipts. 
l ltfitropii. lMt of lilt- tnnoi; ferry tiearetl a lamilK-r of ncrc H, raised corn and 
|.or.ilo« 'i atitl fit . fl in a loK-caftin. nut far from the site of the tinish-factury, 
ti i.ttMitl fot fifty years alter his death. Frobuiily lu; was liuried in tlic north- 
vv«- .1 « oin* 1 of th«' old nravevarti, liesitle his wife and son, of whom two sunken 


IrriiNl 


ill 

tllf’llltity i»f' 

Mlf iWfl 
ilrfiiilril Itili 

Kf t itKKlii It 
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Maiiitr, 
wife of 

Mtirrtii HmHtigi 
iJled 

Fel». f. iHij. 
.\f«l ym, 
i tiw ttrtci m ifi, 


'Hir firirt* Italltiwnl «if iiiitiiy wiirthy siidly nv.vtk the 

kititlly iiiiiiklntliiiiwtif m%tm **Old MartiUity ** tti replace hnikcii sliitm, restore 
ilirgibic iii**rri|itioiw mid hriiHlt away the ohnoxlowi weeds, Quaint spcllitig 
141111 Ir iteriiig iitid riirioiM cpitiiphi are not uncotntiioii. Olmw? these cjciimpleH : 


Itt Iauk of hi ittemciry of 

tiittiiory fif !*»#« DAvm Ktwo Saitiwel Miiiille, Kii|. 

IIm wtofltpurtisi tbii lorn Aiif, 4 , litt 

iitw lift, April 14 AtamiliMrms. 

liil^ III# lilty I ttgtd 31 hied M«y i«. t%i, 

jAMii A« 4 «f> rwii 14 ii»y t me thy trih^n r^lole At Priiitkllii, 

i*ii4 aid th«lr triumphs Vciiaugo County, Ca. 

trfi duf ^ isa fiKilw with my thin all. ttiy t t»re llei an hcniest lawyer, 

m Aolsl# Iwti iiMiiitlw tdnry Lord to l>^ juliieil t« llcinored iiirl rtiji»ti**d living, 

«iidt|dfivs, Ihy liliitsftnd imar to, thee lamented and woMrii«ifl dead. 


IVdins on tht* LitktrHhort* Ritilruiul thuntlcr pmi the lower cud of the ipilrt 
** t fOtTs Acred* clmt* to the titotiiids of the McDowells, the Ilroiidfoots, tlic lloW:« 
III 4 IP*, the Hides ittid curly mdtlers, Init the ptntccful rt,.‘p«mt,* of the dnid 

r■ 4 ll bo tlisliirbi’d only by the liktHt of Ckthricl’s tniiiiiHd flic rcstirrccliori 

Hii’ vriirntlih’ Willutiti Whitiimn, famiiliirly tilled “Dochird’ over wliosi* 
gnivr lilt' fiiiowH Ilf iwiidydivc long yciirnhuve drifted, oflrn loki tin* Innv, when 
II yoiiitgslrr, lie rytrrird Wilier to thr? niitsons building Colonel Alexitnder 
llrlkiwrlbs Hlonc luiiisr, on Idk Htrccl. He hctinnccl in it on the islgc tif 
k'ltiiiti Crri'k, soiikrfi np the grensy scum with 41 piccti of lliitiiiid, wruiig mil 
life t loth 4 iid tilk'd sfwcr.d bottles with dnrkdooklng oil. The rriiiioiis wotild 
itonr*i of il, iiilMt oil their liruiHed tiiinds iind dedarti it 11 siwweign 
iiilrtiiiil and i^^leriial reiiii dy. In early mnnhood Mr, Wlillinitii settled in 
lo\%fiHtnp, eleven miles northwest of Friiiiklin, cnltlvitlitd 11 fitriii iiiitl 
fraretl #1 bilge kitillv. It WAS the dreiim of his old age Itiscciiil taken from 
Ins owii Ifiiiib III twn wells were drilled on the Wlllianw tract, iicross the 
mail troiii Wlilltiwids, with eirouriigifig prospects. Depressed prices rdarded 
and llii-a* wrIN retiiuliied idle. Four years later my tiiicle, Heorgi* 
lltii |$ 4 ii 4 ii» and iiiyself dritlnl mi the Whltmiiri farnc The pnlriiirrtt watdied Itw 
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progress of the work with feverish interest, spending IjotirH daily iiImiiiI the rig. 
A string of driving-pipe, up to that time said to be the ItMtgest— tsj irt*l ■■ ■ vv%r 
needed in an oil-well, had to he forced down. Tliree fi*id flirliier a vi.aii t»| 
sparkling water, tinged with sulpliur, sjiouted iil.>ovc the pi|.m4iiid tl Iws flowed 
uninterruptedly since. The heavy tools pierc‘ed tfjo rtn'k rapiilly ami tfie 
delight of the * 'Doctor” was unbounded. He felt coiifkkiil a |wying well 
would result and waited impatiently for the decisive test. A biiy Imigifig Ibr 

Christmas or his first pair of liitois eotikl 
not be more keenly ctxiwrtaiii Ills 
wish was not to be gratitiecL I fti took sick 
and died, lifter a very .Hhort Illness, in 1H70, 
four days Indore the well wmi tbriingh tho 
satid and pumping at ilm rate of itily bar- 
rels per diern ! 

This singular well merlte m bri«f iiotkij. 
From tlie first «iiicl, not ii Iriicti of wideli 
was met in the two welk 011 tlie oilier ikte 
of tlie remd, oil and giis tliroiigli tlio 
water so freely diat drilling wm stopiM^I 
and tubing iimirted In tw«ty-foiir liowrt 
the well yidcled iMirrtili of the 

blackest lubrltmnt in Aitierlca, ai* gravlly, 
the hue of a stack of ebony cuts liiiil willi 
plenty of gas to illuminate llie iieiglibiir- 
hood. Subsiding quickly, the tubing was drfiwn and the hob drilktl In tinesi 
of tlie tliird sand, the rock which furnished the lighter |>etroleii«i on OH Cr«’ek, 
Eight feet were found seven-hundred feet towards the antl|icHtes, m was 

exploded, the tubing was put back and the well prtHlutt*d two l»irfrlf 11 iliiy for 
a year, divided between the sands alxiut equally, th© green anti tikrk oik ctiin- 
ing out of the pipe side-by-side and pcMitively d^llning to itiergi# Into on#* 
Other wells were drilled years afterwards cl^ by, witlioiit StMlIiig the jug* 
ular. Mr. Whitman sleeps in the Ikptiit churchyartl near llaniitivllie, the 
sleep that shall have no awakening undl tee Judgment Day. Mr, llindiitnait, 
who operated at Ro-useville, Scrubgra^, Franklin and Bmtlfortl, Irll tlie oil- 
regions nine years ago for the Black Hills and died In Stmtii Ikkobt mi Mardi 
twenty-eighth, 1897. He was a man of iterling attributi?i, nobly ri*ii%itl©r*4te 
and unselfish. No truer, braver heart e’er beat in bumitn breait. 

“ Y«t8, we muit follow noon, will glad citey 
Wheo a few suna have roIl«l thtdr rarfii away ; 

Tired with vain life, will chwi* tin* w*mry ryi?-- 
’Ti» th« gr«t birthright of maHkitni tn iliv/* 

Excavating for the Franklin canal in 1833, on tli.- t».mk ut Fniich 
Creek, opposite ‘ ’ the infant industry" of liulings forty years prwvtoMsIy, ihi* 
wortoen were annoyed by a persistent seepagi* of ,aTtrolcMm, ex«Ts«i«K ita» 
a nuisance. A well dug on the flats ten years Inter, for witter, ennninteretl 
such a glut of oil that the d^usted wieldor of the s|iftde threw up his job and 
threw his besmeared clothes into the creek ! When the oil-exckeiiH iit invaded 
the county-seat the greasy well was drilled to the custtintnry deplli and iirnved 
hopelessly dry ! At Slippery RcK'k, in Bttnwr ctnmty, oil exuded ntnuHlniitly 
from the sandy banks and bed of the creek, fiilling to pun out wlioii writ* ww0 
put down. Something of the .same sort octHtrred In |H>rtlons tif t.nwrt<iMa> 
county and on tlie banks of many streams in tlifferent section* of the country. 
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A ill r\|irr| riHifaVuiH ti» tttukt' il *i^* «ir*ir Mlllcl in tlllH ItiamirT : 

|i;Hr |.»-rsi |li*' liifu itf 1'tir |»liirr’s»»! r''ira|*r l«i 

111 .' » Wrir il»r fat i»f ril -4 t% }|S’| r ’ Uir «|} Hlfiagt* riiifll lllr i«»4l ««r4*'airra. Hs 

!i 4«w. Ml Iti* sti i|iiiV!lv uimI I«v 4 n* iiiMl »lr|m‘»i|r-*| ji '»rH. Siit ls 

««♦# .iht It » lllti'Jiilv, A gfriil ’*»iiif4*'r ‘ilitHv* fij n Kfra! Wit’Ai" ; tvlu'i'r nultirr nlay-i !l<«* 
.|** aAtlii ifl irialliM iflili' lrra«il*i In tin r»*lfrrn. Thr nriKhniniii *»f |irt rt»triim <« s|n^sHlin*'*^ 
Ilf » > li |i*i|ani4ii* *' aJwjiy^ Iwni Chmi rrwrvtMra In wlilrlt iitiliirt’ liwii it 

tt|*, iii'iir.ifl liiafeitig 4 *iW|#rrfn i4l itini «lw‘r|»tlvr iU^|»lay nl lipr wrrtllh,** 

A|i|#Hiii|4 tlik iiirliliitl, Ihti lii fiiul |>tHmknim h wiirn* imi n 
III it i** vi'iililt’ f An f lllMiriiiim, ii*iki*cl hin *if ii iHiiiiriuysi 

itii'Ayri'rtl tinit ** Ini illicit Im ditM^k4i!! ov truth, fur Imliicl hi.? Iris m%y av 
It I,; It iiiil f’ I1iti iilwivn k t»f this ulrliw. “Klin* to tin? iiiiiiiiiti.iiriii 

i#f llr|*sitLiiii wlhrr lliiifi iiltom|>t to boro for oti hi lotmliiiim Intvliig *'hIiows** 
Ilf ilio vrry tiling you nro iifliir ! Hiohis ilmwtfiilly sliow tliiil 

tlii^ oil liAH got mil mill tin? ‘’rrsrrvoirn In whlc-'h tMitiirit hnt! Imrii hoiird" 

iiig it ii|» r* Hik k n firrtty rough joki? mi jioor thiludtsl iiitturti ! flow ronlil 
tlimi *%iirfii€is diows*' litivo slfiiytsl olfniiyliovv, tinlrsi cAmiifctod with rnHnr- 
vtiiri of pniiiliMi iM'Aroimitti iit llio Thu first wclk c»n Oil Cruok iiitd iil 

l•>*tllklltl wrr^drilkid iHinklo **iiiirhii*u ultows** wliich rovnidud tlie rxktonft* of 
IMilmtettm niifl Ciir>% Aiigiint, MrClIiitm'k inil llulingm with Ihn rov» 

tttel iiil» Tlirf4« wlli prtMitirrd |mtrobum ** hi of ororioiiiioil hti|ior« 

taut!©/* deiwoiiiinilliif tlwit uliows wm alwiiyi illiimiry/* Js imtiirn 

biincolnic by haiiginf otit ii Will«o’»the-Wk|i »lgiml wlim? 

thurt! trimitir© in hor Tint failures iit Hilpi'Miry Rm-k iirid 

<ll¥rrii iitlitir |>!iic:i^ reunited from th© fad that tint »tn*pagi?« had tftivtdod i*ofr» 
ilitefttblo to find br«ik» In Iho rocks that would imrmlt of tlie ** mo»t 

cciploiis imraia*,’* 

Coitiral lisid Houtli Amtrim iiro fairly atm.*ktnl with indmlinim-lndleatbiii, 
III the early tlays of the Raiiattm Eiiilnmd iiml during the lAirmiruailon of the 
llbfatrd canal nittitdotw elfbrt.a were nmdo to eicpiore die ccinbregtoiw of the 
Atliititk# III protinilty lo tint |>orts of Colon and l*itmunii. Hiene reseiirches |fd 
to ttiti dlmaivery tif bittiinlnous almles and lignite near the port of Ik mu del 
Toroi on the Citrlblieiiit Sea, Tlianta{.> of Coloinhin shows ii great iiiiicaUtire 
on the Atkiitk Coast of the deimrtinent of Cnuea, formt?d by tho C#ulfo de 
lltmbtti or Dtflim del Mord. Into this gulf flow the Atrato, Arlailetes, Pniilit de 
lledni and many small stewimi. Eicplomtlons on the (#ulf t>f llrabii itml itn 
tribtitiirles dl«elo»i*d tictimsive strata of *bil*rta*k** iind ‘kdluiirings*^ near the 
Rio Arboleles, Ttie largimt of forty of thmo sprlngii has a twelvf*4nrli cTiiter, 
wlih'h gushes oil wifliclmt lo dll a sixdnch pipe* Near tlil?i Bndalignaglaii spring 
h II |aAroleuiii-|ioiid sixty feet In diameter and fnmi thrive U* ten feet df‘t*|i. 
The flow tif theso cfibsprings deserves the attention of geohigints iiiitl ititaMori, 
They lie lit a diHUinee % if one to threa miles from the shores of Ihti gulf llte oil 
k reittarkably pure, passing through a lied of eonil, wldrliaretiw toiirliiiift filter 
ititd retiiier, A pn ifsT survey of the otl»regioii of the I fnil h% mxitild be iiitere*<tiiig 
Iroiti il ic'ieiititii! iiud nil InduHtrial standpoint* Hie pro|a*r devr topiwi ait of lt*t 
|are4tillilles iiiiglil remill In dwi control of the imtroleunuiiiarkrt of Hoiidt 
Awe lieu. Tile cilinattj k too sultry for the display of Si*id sart |ties itml fiir*over • 
it paliiidiat roiwtltiilitig tlie onlinary garb of the itveriige clti/.rii. I1ih 
pfovkleiitiid dkpriwatlori ellrnlimtes dudes tind tiillor-maile glrk, utiiiiil Aiiirolliiw 
and lilliirriited fikirls fi'can diti domefitk* ficoiiomy of die happy Isdiuiliiiw, 

III the raitloii of Harila Idena, Keuiidor, ewbriuing die riitlre iireii of rmiiitry 
iMwreii tli« liiil springs i»f &in Vlchite and the I’ltcitic cmtiit, |a?lrolruiii t?i foiiiid 
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in abundance. It is of a l)lack color, its tk-nsity varies, it is ctiuHickml 
perior to the Pennsylvania product and is entirely free from ofletiHive oilur. 
Little has been done towards w()rking these wells. I he peopk? are iiiiat'tjUiiinliHl 
with the proper method of sinking them and no well lias exceocletl i.i frw feel 
in depth. Geologists think, when the strata of alumina and mvk are i-iirrt'tML 
reservoirs will be found in the huge cavities formed by volcanit: coiivitlskuLH of 
the Andes. Venezuela is in the same boat. 

From the Chira to theFumbes river, a desert waHttu;»nt>h«iiclrecl^aiidHaglity 
miles in length and fifteen miles in width, lying along the coast iHtlweni the 
Pacific ocean and the Andes, the oil-field of Peru is l>elievfcl to extt*iicL ^ loir 
two centuries oil has been gathered in shallow pits and stored in valti. iirednely 
as in Pennsylvania. The burning sun evaptinitcil the lighter Iea\ ing a 

glutinous substance, which was purified and thic‘kene<l to the ccardsiem y of 
sealing-wax hf boiling. It was shipped to southern ports in boxen and m 
glazing for the inside of Aguardiente jars. The Spanish govt ‘rumen I timnoiiti 
lized the trade until 1830, when M. Lama purchased the lintl In IILiiichartl 
C. Dean and Rollin Thorne, Americans, “ denounced the mine, won ii kwsiiit 
brought by Lama and drilled four wells two-hunt In^tbiind-thlrty f«*l clei‘|g a 
short distance from the beach. Each well yielded mx tc 1 ten Imrrels 11 tiny, wlilrtt 
deeper drilling in 187 1-2 augmented largely. Frederic Prentlet% tho ciit«»r|>riHlitg 
Pennsylvania operator, secured an enormous grant In 1B70, bort tl«cvt*ral w<‘!k 
one a diousand-barreler — erected a refinery, supplied the city of Lima with kcr- 
osene and exported considerable quantities to England and Austnilla. Tin* war 
with Chili compelled a cessation of operations fi>r some yearn. Dr, TwiHklk*, 
who had established a refinery at Franklin, tried to n^vlve tin* Pcntviaii fwkH in 
1887-8. He drilled a number of wells, refined the output, cnllHteil Hcw-Yt»rk 
capital and shipped cargoes of the product to San Fiandhco. lion, Walktft* L, 
Hardison, who represented Clarion in the Legislature and o|>i»riitcd iit Ikailfoitl 
and in California, is now exploring the Peruvian field for flomdng olLwclk anil 
gold-nuggets. Qualified judges have no doubt that, **in the iwcel'byc*uinL 
bye," the oleaginous goose may hang altitudinum in Peru. 

A larger percentage of the oil-product of the Unitwl States k snit abrtiad 
than of any other except cotton, while nearly evc?ry home In the lind in bli‘v*f'tl 
with petroleum’s beneficent light. America has totnl tlic mark so giainllv 
that the petroleum-industry is the one circus bigger insklc the rafiv.w tli.m oii 
the posters. ‘ Beginning with 1866, the exports of illuminating olln w’lanlotililnl 
in 1868, again in 1871, again in 1877 and again in 1891. Tin* avi*ragc cxporlH 
per week in 1894 were as much as for the entire year Nt»t 

is the marvelous reduction in the price of refined, mi that il h*iH totitwl n wrl 
come evetywhere. Export-oil averaged, in 1861, 6i cents pc*r gitlloii ; in 1^71, 
cents per gallon; in 1881, 8 cents per gallon; in 1891, ctiiM fuT it.il- 
Ion; in 1892, 6 cents per gallon; in 1894, 5 1-6 txaUs per gailoii, or oiic* 
twentieth that in 1S61. But this decrease, great m it k, doe^ mil tlir 

real reduction in the price of oil, as the cost of the barrel k iiirliidetl in tliew 
prices. A gallon of bulk-oil cost in 1B61 not lass than 58 c tnils ; in t%4, not 
more than cents, or hardly one-seventeenth. In January. 1871, the piirr 
was 75 cents ; in January, 1894, one-twenty-fifth that of thirlv»tlirc«! ye*iw 
fore. Consumers have received the benefit of constant liiiprovciiiritls ami 
reductions in prices, while thirteen-hundred-millioit dolliiw liiwc rotiir Irutii 
abroad to this country for petroleum. 

The glimmer has broadened and deepened into mmn<ky liriglitfiest. 
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ni*:arin(; tmb dawn. 

HALT-'WaTIIK ItKLinNl^ Sul.vic TtIK KIKM'h ImIH.I«TAIST K^crtttlMICN r» 

— lilCMA«KAIIt,D SttAI>-r AV tAKIvNTDM WiCHT VllltaNIA AND C.lfllii TU t'liE 

Fm,CINT'- T itle 1.4NTKRN FiteND— WHAT an (HJi MaI' HIDJWKIi l\ICHTIICIi¥ 

¥LA\m Fatiiiim Fuiwinu Hiindm v ExriCKiKNCKii 

ami* Ol»KI*VATiDN» AT VAltHItm FoiHTfi, 


**|ti»t it#w ilw 

Tile flr»l ©|»« »lwwiy, by llitte himI iittlf*, tbe iMib rtear 

I**! tliifr# bi T’ j. 

C*#«« lnt« tti# Rflibt liibt btyiMiti*''- -'iiVmm Mmrw^iL 
** Witcbwwi* wl»t Ilf lb© iilihi ? Tltn ttiiiifitiig I'wiwgib,**— tM'i ; ## ■ #,#. 

** The fiir'ftP'l tlgtit’iiblniiig tiriglit Aiift niri Hmnitm ihm», 

** A •fll-ittll itttg iw iii%l« fctw it«|*lb €if liittf-biiiiilrtil lc#t, Mirwtia, «liiicli«ri»l nil 
tMiiimliy It iiit#r¥«lficir iwdluffitir A, /#, 

** N««rly wtb«i IC»iiiiwbii«iiit*wdli4?^t«itt««l iiiwtufltiip^niltitwi.* A. JA 

** f btr« art isuwi«i cati twifiii ot" tbln tiiiiitral-iill i« var lutti ftgitiii* ibt wmi awil — 

** Tti# it»#rttlnft itir w-w lufitliig ir»blttt*wbilt| lllit Iw « vl*4tt *fey.. '* -S, A. 

** Dawn Da awr tlarlarii ait*l Itni mji lbl»t aitf , 

** At «»wii anti iwlllibl lii fi 0 s 1 bt*rti tUiwt 
** I ttatianttaifi tb« iawaiwii bllli,**-- 

** | 4 |ie mw btrwlC * * * iHt iCttiMmntlawit* ** -- 

** lv«ii itii tiiibl itiill lie liibt iibtiin air ** » i’.,i’.i .r# .■ it, 


1 1 1 IJi in ihv, wistem mul of Piitm* 

^ylvitnlii iincl ntlirr giTliutiH iif thn tTHiiitty, 
Iritiimrii itiul bhitlrfi frutn iIim Ckilf ttf Mrt- 
k‘t> tD Ijtkt* lltirnii, cir tiiltirral 

}Hli!h In iiiitl Him I bniiliigti, tMi/iiigi* in 
Pi.?ni mu! Kniiitfur* iiMDlyilitiris In C*iiii4iilii 
and <:>iEH|irlng'ti In C''i»l«inblii itml 1,1 liiiii’* 
tUi/m utiitDH tif tliD llfiltifi frtiii'i i'aliftiriiin 
tri Nrw Yiirk itiTitilDil lli« |>rr!4riii'« i»f 
tniltnnn ttvt’r tlni grnitrr |iitrl, t»f tlils lirtii- 
wrllM iHiml ft If fiall wi.i'r Irailiiig 
fnetom III tifingittg iitmiil lit full tlr%^tfiii|i- 
niriit. HriirDfi tif tfirm;? wrib |itiiii|irii itsfirtf 
or Inna oil long litTiifD It "ntlorrtl iiitti lli« 
niiiuiaf man’* to wlilliif? tli© tiiiwidcotiit:? ill- 
triHkr. Iiiilwil* no iillt*it wrrr iitiiir aiiil 
Ifniiifl iii tim m%tmi gttotogk'iil ftirmitlion that infrittnl t«* 

tlmn It kimlo'tl origiiL Tho firnt liorlngfi to t^alitlilbti tlik fna lili.iiily lArir oii 
Ihtt Kitiiitwliii Rivi»r, III W^t Vlrgiiihi, ii ntnl^ drMlIiinl to filiiy nil iiiii#oftaiil fail 
ill tilraginomi iiflairn, l»r, |. P. Ilwlr, 11 ri*|itthitilr iintii*irily, t laliir^ oil lair^nl 
tiiiifdt aiiitiiyrtitto lit llrotlm^* nalPwrlh tn'giiit in Itotrtl tiittv 

wiili iifi iron-Toil iiiid lw>o4tii*li rhi^DPhlt nltiirlirtl liy a to a ?<|irnt|| 
roiii|>lrtrd III iittil niitiiiortthlD m Iht^ Jlrn^ iiii tliw roiiiliitiii, 

*7 




28 


skirraiES av ckU7>k>(>iL, 


The fluid came from the territory once famous as the “Kanawha .Saliiii's, “ 
reputed to produce an unsurpassed table-salt. Before tlie advent of the while 
man the Indians made salt from the saline springs a sliort clistanee above |Ih‘ 
site of Charleston. There Daniel Boone had a log-cabin aiul Cieorge WaHlnng- 
ton, as long ago as 1775, for military services was avvardetl IuihIh rotitaiiiing a 
‘‘burning spring.” Fired by the tidings of the .saline springs, Jtwi ph Riiflri€‘r 
sold his possessions in the Shenandoah Valley and journeyed l^eyond the itiouii- 
tains.in 1794 to establish salt-works on the Kanawha. I le leased the sidldiilerest 
to Elisha Brooks, who took brine from the shallow t|uick.sands. jc^eph Rtifliier 
dying, his sons, Joseph and David, acquired his lands and salt 'Springs and 
resolved to try some better |)laa of procuring the brint*. A sectiim of a Iftfllow 
sycamore-tree, sunk into the quicksands, suggesttsl tlie idea of wtHaleit raHsng 
and the wisdom of boring a little way from the spritig, A piece liored 

from end to end as log-pumps used to be, was se‘t in the Itole. The ingoinous 
brothers devised a chisel-like drill to pierce the rock, fastened it to a rope li?ced 
to a spring-pole and bounced the tools briskly. To shut out the weak lirim* 
above from the strong brine beneath they put in Hn iubmg, around which tliey 
tied a leather^bag' filled with flax-seed. Thus, three gtaieraliotm ago, Joseph 
and David Ruflfner, aided later by William Morris and his invention of 
in drilling-tools, stumbled upon the basis of casing, Ht‘ed-bagging liiiil iKiriitg 
oil-wells. All honor to the memory of these worthy pioneers, gripping in the 
dark to clear the road for the great petroleum-bootn 1 l>r. I lab coiitltUMts ; 

“ Nearly all the Kanawha aalt-wells have contniiietl mweor \mn aatl «i»f“ liir 

deeper wells a considerable flow Many persons now think, triistliiit lo Uii*ir rri’nlk^llitiw, ilijti 
some of the wells afforded as much as twenty-five to fifty Imrreb per tlay. This wm in 

flow over from the top of the aalt-clsterns to the river, where, fn»iti Its »|iwifie ffiivhy, It uprutiii 
over a large surface, and by its beautiful Iridescent huea anil not v'cry Mavi>ry eoiiki hitlraewl 
for many miles down the stretim. It was ftoin this that the river reeelvetl the lilrkniiwi? tif • Uhl 
Greasy,’ by which it was long known by Kanawha lH>atinent anil others,*’ 


At the mouth of Hawkinberry Run, three miles north of Fairmount, in 
Marion county, a well for salt was put down in 1829 to the depth of six-hiindred 
feet. “A stinking: substance gave great troulile," an owner reiiorted, ‘'forming 
three or four inches on the salt-water tank, which was four feet wide and sixtefii 
feet long.” They discovered tlie stuff would burn, dij.jwd it off with Im. k.-is 
and consumed it for fuel under thesalt-pim. J. J. Rums in 1863 leiwwi the farm 
drilled the abandoned well deei>er, stuck the tools in the hole and l.iui t.i otiit 
after penetrating sixty feet of “a fine grit oil-rock.” Mr. Burns wrote in tSyt ; 

“ The second well put down in this county was about the year iHj.s, lai the Wcot I'otli kit 

Just below what Is uow known as the Gaston miiKss. The welt was sunk by a Mr, Hill »l \(hi! 
strong county, Pa„ who found salt-water of the purrst quality and In a gicai .a,,,.. in 

the first well. He dledjust after the well was flulshtsl, a» nothing was dtaie with (t. \l«.iil thr 
time this well was completed one was drilled la tlie Morkim settlrnieiit. inn lirlou' Hltctillc 

Salt-water^ found with great quantities of gas. Twenty-five years sltuc the f.iiimi.oit t 

Bingamon Creek formed a company and drllletl a woll-l think to a dei.th ol eigUi tiim.lie.l 1.^ - 

onrnf ““ *“ quantities. Von ean go to It I «, , .,|l 

.1. , fi'r, Pf®»Went told me he saw oil spout out of the tubing forty or lUty h-et. ii!.| ,|„.y 

holdm d^itd TV *! ™'"P®"y *•’* ftwrellng among tlietn>«.|veH. «,meof ihr qo, i. 

holders died and part of the stock got Into the hands of minor heirs, so noihing im.ie 

Similar results attended other salt-wells in West Virginhi. Tlit' oil- 

speculators were Bosworth, Wells & Co., of Marietta, Ohio, who as early an 

1843 bought shipments of two to five barrels of crude from Virginiaim who 

secured it on the Hughes River, a tributary of the iatile Kanawlia, Tliis wm 

sold for medical purpos^ in Pittsburg, Baltimore. New York anti Philmldpltia. 

Notable instances of this kind occurred on the Allegheny River, o|)jHi*lte 
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lartiiliiiii, twiiily luilrn alnivc^ an rrirly an hS4«». Wt’lls taiitk f<»r 

liriiii’ III lilt* Halt-wuikn InnUilrtl ivilhwiiat ihrinviii’m ralird "<itld» 

iiiyHtrriiiuH grt'ani’/* Saiiiitfl l\f. Kirr, a lltiHliiirg clrug|‘i?4* falht-r 

wurkt’d Hoiiit* td' iht’Htt widln, ihr idra tifd^aviiig tlir " |r*r!’a‘a’,'* whii h 

im ya^ai’H Ii*h 1 riui wantr, arul hi iH^ri he beltleti it ana ittialir'iHr. Hf knew ii 
had rtaniiift'fial and inrdirinal vahir and Nfifirt’d int exerlitHiH tiMnlrodurr it 
widely. He brlit'vrd itti|»lir‘iily in the gf'iaiiihh finid taken fnini hi-i nali-welH* 
al tii'Hl m a hriiling agent and liirlher «in m an illtiniiiiiint. A liuitle nl tiie nil. 
ein'ketl anti lalirlecl hy l\ier*ii tnvii hainH. lien nn iny tlenk at iIiih nininent. in at 
wrat»|irr ihriKy with age aiif,l rednlent td’ rrndi\ A I'nttr- fiage eirtailar iieade 
reeiteH the gmid qiialitien nf tile Hprrifie in g»»rge*HiH latigtiage Ik dk Ikirmini 
hiiiHelf Waiilld lint liavt* Hrnrnrit It* tather, l*nr tvyani|de ; 

l'*rl!**!rmrn ill' I4»»rk i IJI. C'rlidii iilr-*! Iiit g?* Wi»fNirt1iili‘nmnvr |**iwrr», A %%aufjtt 
’ i’riiriimt fliiia i% Writ in Alirglirnv e**,. |*a . •lltiJidl'rd l‘‘rrt l»r!«»w lli«’ 

Hiirtarr, 1*111 up niid H«4d h% Hiiiiairl M. Kin. # 1,1 IJliriiv Hiirrl, I*ii, 

" Tlir Iwlm. fnim ^rt’irt »i»riiiii. 

Tlir liliwrtii lif liridtil ttlld lilr Iri niiiii will ; 

An netii tin deplH?i thi** ittajilr' Ni|iild 

T*» eitr Hiid tair w«»r«. 

Tlir IVindriiiti t«^m fully i t?^ii rd f tt wm pkirtd kddtr' tlir ptdillr iw A llianaw »»e 
Wn?i»‘ni'iii*t t I t t'l* i« %% Inriy irtii- tint Anittaiiiirtl with vlrtiir^d*«dar«! its lintlitiM «ia«d!lir , 
Tlir »-*ry i4 laiiiilrtig \%'4n riilsrd ft||4iiis| i|. ft had stiiiir frirtitli ■' wht» wrrr rtit nl llir*ai||t» il» 

wrmdnitil v I tnwr in ils i4i*ir Ttir Irtiiii? Il'iriittgli Its iiisiriifiiriiialliy %tprr iiHidr It* 
wulk--- the Itlifid n» sre, Th«w mile ti.iil sisfirtrtl ha yriiri tiwler the t»»rUii'iii|| i*f' ttHia-MJi- 
than hmt NwJ»4t.ni4 wrrr irshani tu hrallh aiitl ttief'MhiPss. Hrvrral m1it» w-rrr hliinl 
w#r« fiiinl# ti» mit* If fm tliil tiav# dntibm, hh »tid mk ihciiii? wlia hftv# impu rtirwl I * * * Wt? 
havt# tlw wiifif!«i®!«» erowdn af them, wha will ttidiy hi MfiiiiMer tiwit we i iia wriit? ihr«t i«t 
llir elikittry irf' lliii r««ii?dy | mwn Blmmtmmi hy plwikdiiii* #f liWiifPMlif amide frlrliilty Imvr is^nt 
fiwde toewditliin ** Tiiii fi Tfiii Mtiht Wtn«wt«iaiL R«MiP¥ VtJ* I.imiawninii*!'* ** * Im 
|M.iwrr lii heal wid wit.h twwiiie lifiitwii ftiwl appret kitti. • ♦ ^ 11 ip |»rirt»'“ 
leMia k « Haliiral getimly * It h pill iip if friiiii lli© kiiiim «if dm rat lit, wlilitmt iimdiiiii 
Wtig iitlilril l« tir Irtfem friitti It. It grli li% Ittgmllefiti fliwi tlie Imdi i.»f iiilisiaitmi wdihh It 
pitt%e* fiver In ili rhitiiitri, Tlmv ft*e hieiided taMtllier lit wirh a way m n* ilidy itll tninmii 
* * * l%trtdewm wilt mtitliam ti» im tiwl iml applleil m a llemedy m l»n« its nmti 
cimtinttei to tie «filvte*l with diitite, li» dlMrovery is a mw erit in iiirdh iite/* 

A Iwwt uf eertllk^ate^ cif a»4liiitkhing ainescif eiiriitite itml inriimlile ailitieiit.^** 
fmm li!ititliir!fc« t«i rollr, fiilltnyeil tliN trrellitiliiiiry itiiiiciiinceiiiriil. Hus **rpm 
'edy wm trtiiidlefl iibtitit liy ageiiiH In vdiirlt:*ii tdiilMirfildy gill iiiidptilnled willi 
ri*|»reHpiitiitiiiitH **f th^ Ckrtiil Haiiiiirititn riiiiii^teriiig tti it wtHiiitled I lelirew' tvriile^ 
Itig in agnny nmkr a pnliiidrw. Twt» hitrreli tif ciil ii day w^erti tinkl at fthy 
I'entH It ha!f*pint Thii nf bmitling find |ii:*ddllng It cniwiitiird the hnlk 

nf did pmllti, Kltireic|M.*rinir«ttnl with it for lights nlinttl 1H4H, liiiriiing it at liH 
welH iirid racking liln fertile hraiii Inr mntie iiieaip In get ritl nf the nllewive 
lifitnke iirid ciclnr, Tci hi! riitirely riUcwH^ftil llie c»il iiiiiHt hiiye eiliirr tfiaii 
thin rrnde ftirtiL The llreleHH t*x|irrlnieiilrr tn I 1 'ii!itdel|ililii tn lairiHiih a 
rhe'tnkt, who advmetl dHtillallnn, wlthnut 14 hint it?i tn the tiere^tiary ^ip|wraliH. 
Idttiiig 14 kettle with a enver lincl 11 wc»rmi the firKl laiieniiie *d' tin;! rinbryn re* 
ftiier*i4 tinc’bnrrel still %vm it dark sulmtance little «ti|«irl«*r tn die rrticle, Learii-> 
Ing tn iiiiiriiige dit* tires sti 11^ nnl tn send the nil nvrr hM» rafildly, by Iwit'e th?*- 
Illltng lie |ir«»dtiit‘d iiti iirlitie ilir cnh*r t.if e'kltA”, wdiitli had it linrrilile iiiifdl, m 
lie knew iintliiiig nftht^ ireiittiieiit ivllh nridn llnil lia;*i revnhiliniii^t’ti llir light id 
the wtirki iitid brniight iMdrnleiiiti tn die frnnk 

Slight ciiainge^ in the atiiiplieiie lamp eiiiibled him tn iiiirii the dhtlliati'’ 
wltlini.it smtike. Im|irnveitteiit^ In the lamp, e^periidly the atltiillnii id the 
** VIrnii Imrtier,** and in tliu t|iit4lily nf the* fluid lirciiight the ^A-aibnienil,** m it 
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was usually termed, to a goodly measure of perfection. Our lot ot t ill iist-d in 
these experiments was a purchase of three liarrels in Ai>ril, 1^53, triiin i 
Lockhart now an officer of the Standard Oil-Company m FitlsiHirK. It r.iriie 

IVomthe Huffi well, a mile down Iht* river 
from Tareutum. ** Carbon ’* sold read- 
ily for a tlollardifty per gallon and prte 
vided a market for all the petroleiitii the 
salt-wells in the vicinity could produce. 
The day was dawning and the greiil light 
of tlie nineteenth century had lH*eii 
shadowed in the broad commonwealth 
that was to send it forth on its slilrihig 
mission tt> all ntankind. 

Samuel U. Kiershimljers in Allegheny 
cemetery, resting in peat*e “after life's fit- 
ftil fever,” He was the first to- iippreriate 
the value of iK^troleuin and to purify it hy 
ordinary refining. HIh prothict was in 
brisk denumtl for iUurnlnatlng |Hir|«mes* 
sAMUKL M. KiER. iiiveiited a lamp with a ldiir«pri.inge<t 

burner, arranged to admit air and give a sttuidy light, ff he fitileci to feiip the 
highest advantage from his researches, to patent his process imtl to sink wclli 
for petroleum alone, he paved the way for others, enlarged the field of tli« pro- 
duct’s usefulness and by his labors suggested Its ejctenslve develot^iiMnt. Has 
not he earned a monument more enduring than brass or marble ? 

“Ai la t hwiiaing 

Stone rests on stone, mid wanting the foiiiidatlcm 
All would be wanting, m In human life 
Each action retts on the fnr^olng event 
That made it possible, but is forgotttJii 
And burled in the earth.” 

These operations at Tarentum and Pteburg led to an extraordinary attempt 
to feithom the petroleum- basin by digging io the oil-bearing nick I "tliroiigh 
Kier’s experiments tire crude had become worth from fifty cents to one dollar 
a gallon. Among tlie owners of Tarentum' s salt- wells was Thomas fkiiiiiclly, 
who sold his well on tire Humes form to Peterson 8 c Irwin, The senior pitrtiiiT* 
ex-Mayor Louis Peterson, of Allegheny, lived until recently to recount liwirilerv 
esting experiences with the coming light He thought the Donnelly well, wliirli 
produced salt-water only, if enlarged and pumiKxl vigorously, would prisliire 1 liL 
Humes- received twenty-tliousand dollars fur his farm. The lioli* was riviitit^d 1 iiit 
and yielded five barrels of petroleum a day. Tills was in 1856. A 
sent to Mtim'Ore was used successMly in oiling wool at the i'itrcilng»inilk mid 
the total production was shipped to that ci^ for eight yearn. ICastrrn rapltali^tfi 
bought tifeeferm' and well in 1864, organixed **The Tiirenliim Hall-itiid-Oildriiiti- 
pany” and determ-med to dig a shaft down to the source of supply I Tin* %vi 4 k 
were four-hundred to five-hundred feet deep. The ollict^rs t»f the rfiiiiptiiiy 
argued that it was feasible- to reach that far into the IhjwcIs of the earth with 
pick and shovel and discover a monstrous cave of brim; and oil I Tlicy pit kid 
a spot twenty rods from the Donnelly well, sent to Knglantl for itkillrd inlttcrii 
and started a shaft about dght feet square. Over two ymm w*i*nt omploycil 
and forty-tibiousand dollars spent in sihfcing this shaft. IIcavytlmk*n wdW 
the upper portion, the hard rock Mow needing none Tlio wiitor mm powpd 
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tliruiiitii !tiii« rnrrilamuHl lUR'liHhil'tiind llu.* wt^rk prt)grrHSi*cl mrrrily 

III lilt! cli^jilli iif liiiirditiiitlmi Him thi* Hult-wutrr in tlit» Dumu’Ily wril wan 

by tli« In t\w shnft, Icminn; liiilf itn Htrniigth whmt'vrr llitt 

killt*r wm yt lilitntl ii fVw hmm, Khnwing thyir iiUinmty ainnyctii^ti by vniiifi ur 
cryvlrr^* Mr« l'*i.irrHtiri Hiikl «if It : 

«C llwfhftri wisi llttitllv iilmmkmtiHii tli« ilarktui |*crl»l of war, friiiM \hm 
Ifeptimti, A N*»w Yorker Ferib, niiti Wni, MrKetiwti, of Fiiiilmrg, bntiMlii 

llir iiroiierly, utiiifl ttiiii till The tlitrhi^ of etiuitterriiig mm «rgteri«il amt filially ntw- 
iiwtirpil III itil «|i will} tiiidrin liiiti tiiii. lutlil itt hi^i U wa» level with the iiwffi«!e tif Ui# 

griiiiiiil. You tf»«y w-alfc over ll t«oibv utitl I rotilil fHiliti it cnit tf» you if I was u|iilit’ft?« l)ig It 
mil mill yoi* will llfiii thii^ie lfo»» iltnlierii »lill ihert!, Just m they were nrlKitwIly |iui 

Dyenl-iiiTlir-wa.uit I'ltfctmiinilyH insist thnt niittiriil gas niuscd tlin gtw|ii‘n- 
«liMi tif wiirk, finwiiig Intn tint ahail iit tiiirh fi gitit that thy inInyrH ryfusnc! tn rink 
tliy rlimirrH t*f ii ^|M*rfly tri|i tn Kingtlum Ckimti liy nuflbattinn nr the Igiiitlaniif 
Iht? Mtilitiki YafHir, Tt'im wm tlie eune with tw<i whiiftB iit TiclItniU? and I\?trti» 
leiiiti Centrii, neither nf them nearly the depth nf **the daring plere tif engineer- 
|iig*» which **iet th© pure** fnr enterprlHen tif tlik ritivel tiriind. Hie New-\kirk 
Enterprlmf^tnchMIniiigCtiiiiiiitny prnJeetiTl the fnmier, Intending tt> nlnk it Htmll 
eight foet by twelve ttilho third sind imd tunnel tin.? rtH^kftir petroleum by whole* 
mik. Tim fihiifl riiiirlu^d nlbprothidng siind iit orH*dinndred»iiiKb!tiicty feet. 
The mlnersi worked hi ntpindi, eight-hour turiin* Ifolen hiid lieen drilled Into 
the rork iit viirlouH iinglei iiiid ii lot of ronglomeriite lirtnighl to thn Htirfitre* 
Cliict! II ihoft deliiy iit*a.irred Inchiinging sc|iiiuk» during whirh the idriHini|\ 
employed to iixhtiitt the giuitifi from the pit and supply pure ojcone from iilMive, 
wii» lei itiiiiil lillth Mr, Hurt wiw neiited on ii timber arrtiHH the nhiih when thii 
men were ready to go down. An wim tlie rtmtomi a mini tlroppral a taper Into 
the opening to ti^t the air. Niitural gm had tilled the niiah ami It ignited from 
the iHifiilng tortli, ciiiwhig a terrifk eittilo^lon. The wtirkmen were thrown In all 
dlrerllotiH iititl lay Hluiined and burned. When they regained condousne.^H I liirt 
wan nowhere to \m wm and lliimes r«mf from the mouth of the pit; to the treeaopt. 

liody wm eventually recovered from the bigtoni of the Hhid’b horribly 
tmiitiglrd mil dtiirrtTk Work wm fibiindonetl and the litihi wm partly filled up 
mul eowml, iioiiti raring to pry farther into tlie iirtroleurn-ierrtTn of iiatiirr. 
Were iiieddlew who nwk to |:K»ke their mmm inhi tlie Herrem t>f oilier |»ople 
driilt with lltiiH Kiiiniitarily, wliiit ii thinning out of the popnlntlori there woiild lie t 

Pfiermni trwlii*^ treiitment of thii Ikmnelly well hrlng!i out dearly tiiiit 
the ?4ole wan to prorure oil, Thi^ k imiKirtaut, in view of the daiiii 

tlial tile lino %vtb drilled eidtwively for |>etrole«m wiei pul clown in iltSf , ITiir.--- 
til tilly llie two lltHburgerii fintidi'mted thk liy three yeiini, ii rlrcatiiifUafire to 
r«aiieniber when I'niiMidering tlio varied eventi^ which led iifi to the pitroleiiiii 
devdi^iiwTit. 

\Vr t*» llie rliliiw ef the amaewi* ttiwl tluw* tilri ilntr/* 

t1iarlr*4 Loi'kliail, utill iin htaiortfcl redcleiit of ilttdiiirg. may laiily rlaiitt 
ta* tlif^ tddr*%t oibofimalor in the United Htatra Ilk fir«l traie*a<Tio« in 
petroleum wa*i %lm piirrliiim% in April of tHs 3 » of three tiaro^H of rnidelroiti 
bi.iae Ifiitf, will* broiiglil the »tttf! In ii nkifflVom a HitlowdI at 1 aretiitiiii, Huff 
»»t 4 id the total titirlyawo eriit^ II gallon to hk friend Ltw'kliarb thru roiiitriled 
willi a Iriidiiig imTeaitllitt hoiwe, and agreed to Itirtikli hitii all the widl prmltienl 
diirliig lltr year at the iwiiti prier. The eontmet might »eeiii liliu aii cdrpiiiiiil on 
ilk liiit law%!iiirt*ii fiillli In the new Itidiklry mm not ii piiiiit tf»o 

to ^taml Khr»‘wd and itr^^eing, the young driller did tiirt need n lirk 

td<^T#f«^ Willi a Imn to tltern that thk ** iiiyHlerlou^ grease ** iiiiif^t mnm 
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be utilized for the general benefit. Believing a grand fulurt* was abuut to dawn 
upon petroleum, he disposed of the Jlidfoil ancl contract at a hanclsuine profit 
to Samuel M. Kier, who had a small refinery on S(‘venth Avenue and llit* old 
Canal, and at once secured control of the 'Farentum salt-works. From that 
date to the present — 1853 to 1897 —a period t)f forty-four years, Cliarles ! .i n kharl 
has been an oil-producer, active in furthering the best interests of tl:e Inisiness, 
a leader in improvements to foster its growth and never lacking the pluck iind 
enterprise essential to the highest success. 

In the fall of 1859 he formed a partnership with William Frew, William 
Phillips, John Vanausdall and A. V. Kipp to lease lauds atid put down oil-wells 
in Venango County. The five partners drilled on the I'arr harm and the east 
bank of the Allegheny River. The Crystal Palace, an old keeldmat that cost 
them twenty-five dollars, horses towed to Oil City w'ith their machinery and 
provisions. Accommodations were decidedly scarce in the setlk*ment, just 
sprouting at the mouth of Oil Creek, and the Ixuit served the wtirkmeii as a 
lodging and boarding-place. They cooked their own meals, of winch |>ork imd 
beans, coffee and molasses were prime constituents, washed ilieir own clothes 
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wife bake it into digestible bread. The hardy fellows coultl navigate the Ohio 
or the Allegheny, brave the terrors of a Chilkoot Pass, punch a hole hiiritireds 
of feet into the rock, fry bacon to a turn and dish up a savory meal, hut baking 
real loaves stumped them every time. The first w^*ll—thi! Albkni, amiHS the 
river— yielded forty barrels a day. P'rom it, in March of 1H60, the owtiers 
shipped sixty barrels of cnide, per the, steambt>at Venango, C'aptain lieyiiolibi 
commanding, the first oil boated to JHiisbur^ from the Pemwylvama oibfirhh. 
It was hauled to the store of J. McCuIly & Co., on Wood street, nmr 
Lockhart and Frew werejunior members of the firm -and r<fih‘d U|io« the pay- 
ment. Much excitement followed the landing of the barrels, to wlilcli llik k 
layers of Venago’s mud stuck wickedly. Ilimdreds of cmious PiU^tinrgroi 
viewed the importation with extreme interest, curling thiirfiows wpwarikiw 
the petroleum-aroma assailed them with an odor rcHcmbling liqiiitl IJiiibiirgcr 
rather than brut wine. Bungs were taken out to let vidtorn Inspect tlio Utiiil, 
inhale tlie unmixed odor and wonder what “in the name of Hum Hill “ |rti|ile 
wanted with “the nasty stuff.” A small refinery on the* FIfth-Aveniie mimnlmt 
of the city paid thirty-four cents a gallon for the oil. Such wiw the liititibit* 
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lit'ifjiitiiiig tifii tritllir' U* outstrip t'uuJ, ir»»u and fiiltou aiul rvtui hri'ii*!*' 
sliifts i% run fur lirsi itiiiiii’y. 

” l*Olrt lli»n O Uii i»j tiUl 

I1it» clrillnl iiuiiiurotiH wrlln, <iih' uf thrju Ihr* largrHt on I )l! Crri'k* 

uitti jir«iH|i€*rftl gruiitly. Iliillip^, ViiimuHiliitl iiiid Kipp nuld uui tu ilitir purtiif*rH» 

tiripiiiiml iiH Lm'khiirt Fruw, It wim lui Ideid ttniun uf i,*iipm*ity uud 
■ruptiid» mil II iitbiruilitiic uf riU'^gtaHH anpiratlun with tin-aiip and 

li?i wlirtd «if forltiiii* did i«»t travi'f with it puiitltiritd liru* l,*hi! iirw firm nlilppud 
r^lrririivrlj*. Itiiill llm llrillliitit Rtdiiirry tit iHfu iiiul M|H’udily Htrp|»rd to llm frunt 
iii luiiidliitic tlii* grtstny In May of iHAti Mr. l,<H’kliart wtuit to Ktirupu 

wiili HiiiuiiltH of uriidu Hitd rulitmchtlmtilluHi to nHiitblmh u miirkrt In Kuglimd. 
'1‘lir*4o wuro SitmpieH of rrutlo-jmtrtdtnim imd itn prodmin ovrr nurrtrd 

itrri»»H lli« Alliintlr, Tim iitkt*iyn mm immt Hiiri’t'HHful* u largo foridgit domimd 
springing lip qiilrkly. LcH’kImrt ft hVow oxortot! viihI infUirsu'o in llm potroloum- 
lrftdt.% t;i|w?rmd lmrttch*tigoiH*iofi Itiroughout tho oihrogiuiw and evonliydly com* 
tilimd with tim Htiinditrcj C )il«Comf>itiiy. Major Frew, ii niftn of rare migiirity itnd 
lirttiid Idcitfi, illcti in Mitreft of ilillo. Ht? dhliktal ontcntittion, wini c|wk*t in hiifi 
tiistes Itnd iiiimiigcti thii iiccowntM iiiul ciflicit*work of the firm with ncrti * 

litiloiw ewtelnim»i, witu idwiiys kindly niul geniid, he!|md the needy, nerved m 
treiwtirer of the Cltrintliin Commmsion niHl left it fine eHtnte. Time liiiH dealt 
gently willi Mr, laKjkhnrt, who in young in heart iiml Hympiithy and gtM.>d»fol» 
hiwtilil|n llin awi|itlmtintii liimt the juicinenH of tlie |M?iieh, \m |)lenHiint jokes 
lire i|ik*«l with originallly, hli yearit nit U|Hiri him lightly imd hin old frieiid?i lire 
not forgollem Ho ii happy lit hli mmiiil iiml huninesi rehitlorw, in rtii*alliiig the 
piiil find itwiiltiftg the fnlnre, In wenlih gnined worthily uni! enjoyed wisely and 
in 11 lifn crowded with wiefuhieii imd IdeHiing. 

frwm tut mk, ini tfmn n wni*»w," 

The kite Joiepti lliftei wm closely iiiitmiiited witli the early ihijtperH «.>f ptt- 
tfoleiitti on the Allegheny River. He held tim cont‘uleni*e of 'Lorkhiul Ke 
iiticl wiii enteemed ev«*rywtiere for probity and eniii'prlHr. Catmlng to iheolF 
regions In the tm resided nt Oil City many yearn and opiTiited In diflereiil 

neclloiii of the field, Wltlt lib frientb he wan ever Janmy, Jolly and iirrfeOly at 
home. Jiiiiglng hy the h’rench Htiiinlard, that a man in only as old m he feels, 
he had to the very end of hii niicly years few |niiiori at < hi ( ‘ity, l*arker, iVIntlia 
I ir riltHliiirg, He wm never lllniainri’d nor iincotnpinilonahlt.,% whrilirr tils wells 
proved nnexpectedly large or dba|>|Hiintingly iiriidl lib miiniy eotii|«»^iititiii 
fitire no ** Ihrilllng region of thickalhhetl lee ** to re|«d and chill those wllli wlioiii 
lie ranie In cuniact His ileadfiiit frieinl, Haninel II. Harper, who liai had 
charge of Ifie hooka from iiliout the coinniencenient of lamkhart Ik Frewb part* 
iir*rstiip, is in Mr. lanhliarlb olliee toalay. A reetnal ko hoiitiriililti to nil cnii- 
teriifsl, ttllh Its long ptaforiiunce of duty and innvavrring ii|iprrcinlloii, bdr^ 
t*ta% tug of special temaik in these days of llghtningmhaiiges, iiiipiiirial ctiidideiice 
#iiid d»wil tiiava ate rerklesstieii generally. 

On an tild map of the Unlied Hiates, prlnietl In Krigliiiid in 1787, the worcl 
**pi loiltmiC* Is iiiiirked twice, indieallng that, the e shows of <»il had 

nitrarted the iiolire of the earlkmtmcpioreri of Southern iftikiaia I NoitIiw»’steHi 
IVtiiinyhaiila <i t'lailiiry agtn In taie Instance it b placed at tlm iiitnilli of thr 
uttvMn diici* taiiird tin* wtirld over as till Creek, where i lit C*liy ii 9«tH4ird ; In 
tile otln r oii a slreaiii represented m emptying into the C tliio River, rlos#* Pt tlie 
iille of wliat Is fifiW the village of Miicksbuff. Whets that sta'tlfiii of tlfilo maf* 
ilr.4 cat ions Hfiitploiiis of gr^iimnes* wvre ileleitrti, tliiti tlliiis of nil 
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floating on the waters of Duck Creek and its trihularies» gitfliules rising in dif- 
ferent springs and seepings occurring freciuently in the same inamuT as in Tetm 
sylvania and West Virginia. Thirty miles north of Marietta, cm Duc k C'leek, a 
salt-well sunk by Mr. McKee, in 1814, to thedet)th cdTiHirdnimlrtsIsuKl severity- 
fivefeet, discharged “periodically, at intervals of from two to four days luid 
from three to six hours’ duration, thirty to sixty gallons of petrohairii at mrh 
inception.’’ Eighteen years afterwards the di.sdmrges were* lc*ss frt‘c|Ufiit atitl 
the yield of oil diminished to one barrel a week, finidly <‘eaHitig ;dlog«ilier. 

Once thirty or forty barrels stored In a c-iHiern 
took fire from the gas at the well having 
ignited by a workman carrying a liglil. llte 
burning oil ran into the creek, blam! to tlie iofis 
of the trees and exhibited for honrH to th«* 
settlers the novelty of a rivulet on fire. 
miles above McCcmnellsviile. on the ^Inskliigtitti 
River, results almost identical alteiidecl the bor* 
ing of salt-wells in 1819. Dr. H. F. Hildreth, of 
Marietta, in an account of the region, written 
that year, miyn of the borings Ibr salt-water : 

“Tht^y have »onk twci w®Mi mere than fbiir4iiiii4r«i 
fett; one of th©m afforiii a itrong at»l waiff. biit ot»i 
in great quantity ; the other clbrimrgt?# utieh vaul 
ties of petroleum, or m it in vutgiirly ai}|«i "‘Heiiera till/* 
and brides li auhjoel to siueh tremwaloiw iif 

ga8 ^ * that they make littliKir i*f» miiH. Nevenlideni, 

the petroleum ulfords eonaiderahle proit itiid i.?i liegifiiiiiiif 
to be in demand for work^luqw ami miiiiiiftielorliis. It 
affords a dear, brl^k light, when tiurntd In ttilii way, mitt 
will beavaimbk artlde for lighting th# itre«t4»tiifii In 
the future eltiei! of Ohio.** 

The last sentence bears the force of a prophecy. Writing iilKjiit the year 
1832 the same observant author directs attention to another pt^cwliar fbatiire: 

“ Since the first settlement of the r^lon® west of the Appalaehiait mnge tli* Imnttfi and 
pioneers have been acquainted with this oil. Ritlng ia a hidden and myntmlmw niwiiier Iroin 
the bowels of &e earth, it soon arrested their attention and acquiretl gmat valtie in the of 
the simple sons of the forest. * * * From its suceets In rheumatism, hwffii,roiigtii,i|iraifw 
■etc., it was justly entitled to its celebrity, # * * It is alt© well adapted to I'n 
machinmy, for, being free of gluten, so common to animal and v^tlablt oils, It pmmrvrn tlir 
parts to which it is applied for a long time in free motion ; where a heavy vertlrul iliafi riitw in a 
socket it is preferable to all or any othw articles. This oil rises in gmater or lw» nhtimlttii f* In 
most of the salt-wells and, collecting where it rises, Is removed from time to lime wllli a kdle ** 

Is it not strange that, with the sources of supply thus pointed <Hif in dificrciit 
counties and states and the useful applications of petrohnim fairly iintlcr^^tfaal, 
its real value should have remained unappreciated and wtirrrogniyrd hrmmrc 
than thirty years and be at last determined through experlrnt*Mt?i tlii^ 
tilladon of bituminous shales and coals? Wells simk hundretls of feet for ?.4ll 
water produced oil in abundance, yet it occurred to no tmes thiit, If borifd 
pressly for petroleum, it could be found in paying quantity ! I faitiilton Ibiliti- 
tock, owner of the oil-spring” famed in history and roriianrif, when %oiii#di*id¥ 
ventured to suggest that he should dig' into the rock a short dklatirc, iiHtcad of 
skimmmg the petrolenm with a flannebcloth, retorted hotlv i “ Tin nti bbiiikcd 
fool to dig a hole for the oil to get away through the tmtimn ! ” 

If West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio pkyed trumps In tlic r^ritiiii 
game of Brine vs. Oil, Kentucky held the lK»we-w. TI10 home oi jmiir^ I iiiftmi 
■and Darnel Boone, Henry Clay and George D. Prentice wiw iiitol lor titlier 
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iM”4ilr*4 iKirkwiiinlH %liirrH, linir- 

imglibrni lii»r4rH. ^aiiirrt* wuiiini iitui mi«ntHhini- wlik4kf’\*. c itr iii liir* smiiliriiHl 
r«irii*-r i»f Wiivm* I'tiiiniyi, tir^r tin* mirthruHt nmirr tif it >4% lliiiiiHuiitl'iirrt' tnirl 
♦if milil kiittl, IkivkI Iteitly littml ji wrll 
for -Hiit tii«»\«iir iHi8» Tin-* larnl 

r'^lriiiiril ftiiir iiiilrH rn'r^lwiirtl thr 
ItiK Si mill Ilf till* ( iiitilmrktiui Uh 

rr, |S4 tw4rHI Iwmilikir^, iiliil tliiw 
tliittli liiii I *ilk IVliiltmrr, IlH 

HiHiliirrii lliir. Tilt? m'l’II %vii« ItMmtril €»ii 

II fkil |»Tttliiit| t♦rlwrr« 

iiiiii ii iiM ky Siiilf, f4iv,tkitl with vriiw ot’ 
rtmlaiwl yiiulHfruiii t\w 

W4ti r It flllitt |rt‘t ^i|ll4rc* WiWtltlg 

liii irti III tin* rtii'k 4ii«l tiiiihrmk Thn 
wrii, liitirly Itirri* liirlirn ill tliumt?trr» 
w'iH |iiiitrlirit 

Irfi bv kilitir* licit 

|tt*iii4r4tril lilt* trttt'kk*fi^ fiirtmtu 
tif Wiii'in* III tli.tt 114411111, 1*11 tlir iiUi!ii«0 

Ilf till' wtiriiiiwi ii iticky, vlstltl Ikinicl Iti riiiiiliifc ii|* 

wiili IliP fitiil a tiiiw Itimtkm wan ditMim Iwci itiilrfi fiirllifr cliiwtt tim 

mnM. K*tm rart! nut to drill tm d^|> avt^rtod an infliit of tliodfetinriit’iilili* 
fluid mltidi nfnilnd tliti liwt venture* Salbworkn were wkililiHtieil iititl lltiiir' 
fetird fur yritw, a yttitiii-tiitre ciwli In the Intonnltiiihlv wildrriHm 

Wiin vlrrttil to serving hl« roimtltutmlti l»iitltfiilly iiiiil 

trntiiig llui Miillwrry*Hi4lew fMillry of ** die old flag and m\ a|i|irti|iriatioii/* I f«? 
mtired II lihrral grant for a road to his tirofierty cm tli« Smith folk and rtm.- 
itmrttd a ttinroiighfam. Tracei of deep minings log-rnlvrrH and 

rot'kii, itilt dimairiillib amid the underhnr^h that writ ninh lhtlr»i tlinn 
from view* are conviiidiig itvidencei of the nuignltiidt* and dilfic iilty nf tlit^ timk. 

rcmkyrtnttl to IMtiliii** ww a,, mere hngiildln In mmiparlHoii with ftik 
ltaif*dt«©rteil imtliway* **|tirdjiti Is a hard mad hi travel/* hdfH tin old %ong* 
mid tlie weiitlmviil would lit t5|iially well in this mwc. At one nigged imiiit 
hi>l« were mi In a r«it:k ii» iteep m the rmif of ii lsowHt% to alibrd fooling for 
the miiki tiiigaged In clniwliii »ftlt ifrom the worku I Coimideriiig tlin roiiglitir^^ 
of till* country* th# twiglit of the Idils, the depth of tin? rhimnri and the i^raiitv 
Ikcilitlts aviiiliibtv* i«itty*» road was quite m rimiiifkalile a fritt iw llofiitparlc*** 
passage arrow the Alp or Ikii Butler’s ‘Mkitrhdhip Cnial/* lf*i ^pirilrd 
proitmtor lived and died lit Monticello* dm couiily»iciit| where lii?i dr^anidafil^ 
remdrd iinli! rrrriitly. 

Hit* ahandttni’d writ dkl ihU pro|Kme to Immitillc^d ont ctr 

to tm^trt tite rule of “ Limli the Ft»maktm/* In Its liriglit Irykrai tlio w^ord fail 
wan iitit to hr iiB«*riotl tiic^roly Immuso it was loo fredi t*» parlii Ipalo iii ihr 
milPtradr* Far from retiring prmnneritly* It spimlrd potiolimin iit a Kaiiry^ 
llaiik« i|iiirk«lrfi, lilllrtg the pit, rnnning Into the Folk and rovrriiig itiiloiiftrr 
iiiiit? i*f the wairr with it topHlrewing of oil. Hoiii»*itow the floaiiiig iiiav'i c‘aiigttt 
ire iifitl ttiiiiiiitioili fiyrotrciinic’S rnmwd. Hie sirrain lilii/«al and aiid 

iiii?,ilod froiii the ^vell to the Cnint«*rkiiul Elver, lliirly*live iittrliiw'ard, 
rimkii iitid llrkiiig up babbling brooks on its hr rv iitairli ! Tfe»*«oii 
ilii liiitiks liurnijtl iincl lilklered and charred to llirir d«i’pr»t ifoit imun 
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at the salt-wells got red-hot, shriveled, wari>ed, twisted and jt>ineil the junk- 
pile ! Was not that a sweet revenge for plucky No. i, the well its tnvner ** had 
no use for ’ ' and devoutly w'ished at the bottom of the sea ? 

The Chicago fire “ couldn’t hold a candle ” to this rural cotdlagraduig whi< h 
originated the expressive phrase of “hell with the lid of!,** applied sixty years 
afterwards by James Parton to the flaming furnaces at Pittslnirg. Uiihicktly, 
the region was populated so sparsely that few spectators had ffinit seals at “the 
greatest show on earth.’* The deluge of oil ceased eventually, llie lire following 
suit. Anon the salt industry began to languish and the works were tlismanlled. 
No more the forest-road echoed the sharp crack of tlie teamster’s wlu|) or lusird 
his lusty oaths. Tlie district along the South P'ork was left as silent as “the 
harp that once through Tara’s halls the soul of music shed,** ready to he labeled 

“Ichabod,” 4uul tradition alont* preserved 
the name and record of the “Beatty Wei!/' 
TUK FIRST OIL-SFOUTKR IN AmKKICA 1 
To future* gwimititiun Irll 
Tlu* Htory of the ItoUty Wdl, 

The father of oibsiHiMters I 
lu 8pHe of quJpi luitl mitl wieew 
Of arrant cranksi ami clowhtrfM, 

Whoae font; l» flinging wretrhetl Jeeri, 

It richly merits hrarty rhm?r!i 
From true i>t;trriUmm»iihowleri. 

Accomimnied by Dr. W, G. 
and a native as guide, it was my gtKMl fortyne 
to visit this memorable locality In 1877, The 
start was from Burksville, Cumberliiml coun- 
ty, the doctor's home and my hciitlf|yiirteri 
for a twelvemonth. At Albany, Clinton ciHiii- 
ty, sure-footed mules, the only tiniiiiitli that 
ct)uld be ridden safely through the rtatgli 
country, took the place of our liorses. Soon the last signs of civIII«itloii 
pearecl and we plunged into the thick woods, a crooked, tortuous trull iMilntiiig 
the way. Hills, rocks, ravines, fallen trees and mountain-streimm l»y turns iiii 
peded our progress, as we rode in Indian file for thirty miles. Birtls twilterrd 
and snakes hissed at the invasion of their solitudes. Several times the fiiitli 
touched the line of Beatty’s forgotten road anti once a ruined cabin, miili tiim* 
grave-like mounds in a corner of the small clearing, met our Ttm giiltli;' 

explained how, twenty yeans before, the poor family tenanting the wfiddieci 
hovel had been poisoned by eating some kind of berries, the parents iiiicl tlicir 
only child dying alone and unattended. No human eye beheld tlieir ulriigglrH, 
no soft hand cooled the fevered hrow,s of the sufferers whose liven 11111 in 
that desolate waste. 

“ Oh Godl How hard it Ik to tUt? altnitd” 

Provisions in our saddle-bags, a clear brook and evergixion iMinglm 
us with food, drink and an open-air bed. Next morning we traverMtl it broatl 
plateau, ending abruptly at the top of a precipitous bluir a humlrcHl fci-t high 
Beneath us lay a stretch of bottom-land, with the IHg South Fttrk on Its t-a*.i 
side and the Cumberland Mountains rearing their bold cnstH live tnihis away. In 
the center of a patch of cleared ground stood a shanty, built ttfiHih'S tnitl riutirii 
with split slabs of oak. From an open space in one eml smi»k< . Ihs 1,, 

shoviang that the place was inhabited. Tethering the muli-s ami throwing tiic 
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tlii^ \uf rniwknl clown ii hy tlir ri»li,i|wrof *i 

fniriiifii of’ till* liitifi h ?4li0l (mm my rew>lvtjr'«*€¥i*ryl»ot!v airriotl ii plHtol 
?iitiiiili*rrtt till* 4tiiiitH|ihrri* iincl liriiuglu thn li> tlio Hkio of tlio clwrliiiif. 

Ilir fktlirr* a cliild In irwii iititi tmi buys eiiiuriiig tliyii IriiP walrlirtl 

tnir ii|i|irim€b» Hn w« clrrw itigli lliry ieii.m|ic?ri*tl Into tlir slynily iiihI tiiuk 
iiiitirr ii ifiirrr Htrti«!Hirt* of mik. slrnw iiml bliinkrts tluif illtl duty m a l«*tl lor 
till* ! A blifikot linng tnw tlm ml fur a tlwir. Ilr*twiiig Ihb 

Ihfi friglitijiirtl btniiiy euttlil Im »tmn cmnchtiig on tins hm* soil, fur tin* 
alHitki tyiil iiritlirr tliMir* wiiitlow* lloor nor diinkiiig the log*, it wiifi 

liintr liiiiii l« shelter 14 timeiit |K»rker. Nut 11 chair, titbic, sluvc, luuking'-glii»» 
litirraii or nny of th« articte of fnriilmrn ckcmod necc^siiry fur tnmiem cuitiftirt 
was III siglil t A lw*iidt hewn out uf titnlwr with art iikc, two nictiib|M>ts, mmm^ 
lit! iuitl kiiivt** iiiitl fork* cuiniiunisl the cluriiimtic unttit ! Yet It wm 

to the sititalkl Iwlrign hwckllecl in the chirk, rliim|i, inuHty iiiigle 
Ifirtliwt frufii the iiilrtsclrfi who 
Itiifl tlrii|»|>rtl III tifHin them ns 
titirx|miitlly iis a Ihmry fiie» 


iiiitl i|>ttik with Hi 11 iiiuitieni, 





ttJ0 short, tu reach wathln ii 
ckiioti hiclici of her naked fm?b *'*'*‘* wwia., m mh 

Cuntparecl with tho diiiiiytulkt of *‘t living picture,*' tills ruitnine wan wiii" 
plklty lt»lf. The |MK>r crealtirn itnukcd n cub-pl|itt vIciutiHly. A naiiieit ii» 
net! her htiilmiid evoked the cumtiiaiid : ** < Hd man, I reckon ymt lamt git tiiii 
liyer I The **ukl iniiti ** heeded this inmiiiuni and emerged from lib iiklliig- 
phtce, trtiitihliriic violently, llii iittlre wnn In hannony with lik wife**, tlireiicl- 
iiare jeaiopntili itnd shirt compriiing It. Ileiid iihd fet?t were bare, liii treiiil. 1 - 
ling reiiHed the Instimt bo wiw our guide, whom Itts knew and greeted cwrcliiilly. 
Iiitiodnctloni followed luid wts asked if he could show m the wii,y li.i llte lleiitty 
Wrih I It! fttHwered in perfect Knglish, with the grata? of ii Chesterliekl ,* “ ll 
will be the greatest pleantire I have known for many 11 diiy/‘ 

A brink %valk brought m tti the well. Dirt imtl leaves had tilled the pit 
lieitrly lt»ve!, forinkig a deiircHsion whit:h tme might pass wilhotit sprrial ttolirr, 
Hcriiping away the rnbl.»bh, blackened friigmentH of the ttmla*retl walK iip|«*areth 
Hut not It drop of oil had iHSiied from the veteran-well for scort*s of lears, thie 
man alum? survived <»f thost* who had garni upon the How* of iietrokniiii firtwf 
tmn to the fire whtt!h ctiecked the greitsiiin tkki fttrt*ver. He livi^d ten iiiileii 
iiuriliwe?4 iiiiil liw short story wm learned on the returietrip by attolher rotile, 
Hie scfttiert^tl riistirs were ncTiiHtomed to go to the well otif\i or Iwk'c a year 
aiifl tlip etioitglt oil to iiiedkato and Iiibrkmte whtif*vcr or whatever timdetl it. 
11ie littid wm diirk mid lieiivy and for year* rtme to wltliisi it few feet of the wit’' 
fare, At Iriigtii the w*«dl clogged «p and wmn alnitwl olilileritteiL Hie illiii rye# 
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of the aged narrator sparkled as he recalled the l>ig blaze, cuiuiuding widi t!ie 
emphatic words : “ It jes’ looked ez if the devil liad hitched up the ludl boltoue 
less pit fur a torch-light percession ! ’’ 

Except the squatter on the tract of land, which I )r. I lunter and myself had 
secured the winter of our visit, the nearest settler lived five miles distaiit ! Hie 
Cincinnati-Southern Railroad, now the (Jueen tS: Crescent naite, had notcnmsed 
the meandering Kentucky River and the country was practically inattresst- 
ble. Men and women grew up without ever hearing of a c hurch, a st'hiHd,a 
book, a newspaper, a preacher, a doctor, a wheeled vt‘hicle or a lucifcr-match ! 
The heathen of Bariaboola-Cdia were as well informed concerning C*oc I ami a fu» 
ture state. They herded in miserable cabins, lived on corn»dcHlgcTsaiitl sow 
belly,’’ drank home-made whiskey and never wandered tcui miles from their 
own fireside. Of the great outside world, of moral oldigations, of religious t ori” 
viction and of current events they were profoundly ignoriint Think of people 
fifty, sixty, seventy years old, bom and reared in the United Stiites, who never 
saw a loaf of wheat-bread, a wagon, a airt or a baby-carriage, to say nothing of 
2 , plum-pudding, railway-coach, a trolley-car or a tandem-ldcycle ! It seems in- 
credible, in this advanced age and bang-up nation, tluit such conditkms shoitkl 
be possible, yet tliey existed in Southeastern Kentucky. And the American 
eagle flaps his wings, while Americans boast of their culture and send harrids of 
cold cash to buy flannel-shirts for perspiring Hottentots and gcKKly-gtKKly tracts 
for jolly cannibals ! 

, “ Consistency’s a lewd.” 

Small need of barbed- wire fences to shut out the cattle and chicketm of 
neighbors five miles apart I Their children did not quarrel and sulk and yell 
‘‘You can’t play in our yard !” Our ho8t> who ttxik m over the profierty and 
told us all he knew aboutit, had not seen a strange face for twenty “itlne wtary 
months I Then thejneighbor five miles off had com© In die vain simreh of a 
cruse of oil from the old well to mb on an afflicted hog I Three yeaw liiid 
rolled by since his last expedition to the cross-roads, fourtem miles away, to 
trade ‘‘coon-skins” forjeans and groceritis. Could isolation more complete? 
Was Alexander Selkirk less blessed with companionship on his secluded islitrid ? 
Had Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner, “ on a wide, wide sea,” greater causa for mi 
attack of tlie blues ? 

The steel-track and the iron-horse are prim© civifl^ers and eighicrii years 
have wrought a wondrous change in the section bordering upon the Ctiitiberhiiid 
Mountains. The schoolmaster has come in with tlie riiilroud and intprovrmiiit 
is the prevailing order. Farmers have turned their fori^Hts into tfulliviitrd firkk 
and bought the latest implements. Their boys read the yc^irit for th« 

city, smoke cigarettes, dabble in politics and dream of iiiihiaiitdrtl weallh. 
The girls, no longer content with homespun frocks and sunhiiniirbi, ikmn In 
silk and velvet, wear stylish hats, devour French novels, spi>rt highdii*i*lrd nbrnn 
and balloon-sleeves, play Beethoven and Chopin, waltz divinely and ari* iilto- 
gether lovable 1 

An apparition muttering “I am thy father’s ghost” would not Iwvr mtf^ 
prised us so much as the politeness of our half-clad, harcfmrtrti, liarrliraili’d 
pilot to the neglected well. His manners and his lanpiage were Not 

a coarse word or grammatical error marred his fluent sptHTit. At liooit lie 
invited us to share his humble dinner, apologizing with royiil dignity for tb* 
poverty of his surroundings. “Gentlemen,” he «tic!, “I regret tliut fiiirrlicfl 
corn and fat bacon are all. I can offer, but I beg you to honor in© witli your 
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lit iity P* ruliin atul itr-i |irfHiilin|:( divinity, \vt‘ 

frit ci!ili|*rc.l lu drc’liiu? ant! rrcfUrHU’d fnni tt» lunch willi Uh, It wuh a |Kmi!ivc" 
|ilr*iHiirc tfi «''i* with wiiat riimh he iitc the bilked chicken, bbruit and goinl 
tliiuMti I liitilcr had piicked inuiir HiuldlcdtugH. After the meal we prepared 
til de|iiirk The «iid (if a LtiulHville |»n|K'r under the flap of oiy middle iiltracted 
the tilt! iiian'-H atliinioii. 

** 1% timt a licwnpapcr ?’* he Inquired. 

** Yen, do you want it f * 

thiiiik you II thousand timen! It in fifteen yearn Hince I have seen a 
IMtper and tills will be such a treat V 

He the ilieet eamniy, dro[>jH.Hl upon the grasH and glaiu'ed over tin* 

printed |iage. In an instimt he Jumped to lim fe(.*t and tearn «*ourHed down Iuh 

wriiiklerl cheeks, 

** I did not mean to be rude,‘* he mild earnestly, '* but you cannot imagine 
how iny fedingii mastered me, after no iniuiy years of sepiiratton from the world, 
at siglit of a fiiiper from the city of iiiy birth !“ 

Tim next moment the good-byen were uttert*d and we had left the hermit 
of Houlli Fork, to meet no more tliis aide of eternity. He atood peering after 
na until the wihhIh Himt tm from Ida wistful gai?e. Six years lalt?r death, the 
grim detective no vigliimce can elude, cliutiied the guait/lian of the Ileatty Well, 
Ilk family removed to parts unknown. He reals In ati unmarked grave, iHmealh 
a spreading mk, rieiir the murmuring stream. The lonely exile iian readied 
home at last I 

Wlio on ehrth was this iKluciited, courteous, genllemimly i.wmonage, and 
liow did he drift Into such a |>litctT Hik per|)lt*xing |jr(i,ilem beat the fifteen- 
ptw^le, ** Hgi In Clover,** or the conftwing dogma of hVeewil! imd PredeHlIna- 
tlom CHtr guide tinllgiitened m. Hm old man was rearetl In laiuiHvllhv 
graduated from college and entered an oftke to study law. In a bar-ri»om row 
one night ii young man, with whom ho luid some trouble, was stalibed fatally. 
Fearing ho would bo accused of the dt‘ixl, the student fits! to the wtHids, lH>r 
years ho ilnmned mankind, aubsistlng tm game and fruit and sleefiiug In a cave. 
Every ruHtliiig leaf or inat>ping twig terrified him wllli the Idea that ollicerH weft? 
at hk hed». Ultimately ho giiinetl courage and sought the actiuainiance of the 
few settlew in hli vicinity. Striving to forget the past, Im ctjhahiled willi llie 
woman lie Cftlled hk wife, ctrmed a shanty and brought up tliret:! cliildren. Fire 
deilroyed hl» lint and Its contents, leaving him deititute, and ho located wTc^rt* 
wii met him. Thu fear of iirrt^st could not bo shaken off iuhI tie impf losrd 
had coiito to take him it prisoner, after twenty-ftvti years of hiding, ^ir a crime of 
which ho wan Iniarent This exjftained his retreat under the Inal and violtaif 
trembling. Hit carried his sttcret In his own lamom mull when lie w.C4 be 
llcvod to be dying find disclosed it to a friend, our guldt% with a He.ilrd Icilcr 
giving hli true nauHt. He recoveretl, the letter was handed back uiiopi ited uinl 
the ftigltive*s Idiaitity was nevttr revealed. What an exkten«*e ft ir ii iiiiin * if refiiir ^ 
iwent and collegiate training I What volumes of unwritten, niiHii?ipect»’d tragr 
dies environ us, could wo Init pierce the outward mask imd read the fablt'pi of 
the heart I 

Fight or ten yimni ago J. O. Marshall, a Fennsylvimla oik»perator, tiraitrd 
out the Beatty Well and drilled another a luilft-mile iiortiL Neillit-r any 

oil, although tite smmd wiii put down nine-hundred ^Ir, i\LtrHli4lt 
II great d(‘ul of Inncl In Wayne and fi#tceiit counties, ex|Mtrtliig to o|ii*rali? 
extensively, but he died without seeing his puriwscs arc'oi«|ili‘4ietl Hr \%d% a 
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genial, enterprising, whole-souled fellow, whose faitli in Kentneky as an oihtielcl 
never faltered. 

Dr. Hunter, niy esteemed associate on many a delightful trip, was prarlic- 
ing at Newcastle, Fa., when the civil war broke out. Ho stdd Ids tlrug sttire, 
offered his services to the Government and was placed in charge of a tiiedic iil 
department, where he made a first-class record. 1 It* amputatetl llu* leg of C kii- 
eral James A. Beaver, subseciuently Governor of Pennsylvania. At the ckwe tif 
the war he settled in Cumberland county, married a prominent ytniiig lady, 
built up an immense practice and actiuired a competence, I le servtsl with sig- 
nal ability and credit in the Legislature and in Congress, elected time and agiiiii 
in a district overwhelmingly against his party. He was chairman td the Kopnh- 
lican State-Committe, and ought to he thesucce.ssor of Blackburn in the t ■ritted* 
States Senate. 

Seventy years ago William Morris, a practical driller, whose tianu* oilmen 
should perpetuate, invented the contrivance that culminated in ‘ Jiirs ** for drilb 
ing-tools. This contrivance, which enabled the Riiflhers and tgher sidtdxirers 
to go a thousand feet or more for brine, renders it |K>sstble to drill ft tttib for 
oil, if ambitious operators desire to get so far towartls the itnil|K>dif«, 
manner in which the oil-re.sources of West Virginia, Ohio ami Kentucky were 
thrown away by the early pioneers is a 8uri>rising feature in the history of human 
affairs. Fifty years before Pennsylvania oil-wells hud been heard of thci Kiinii- 
wha salt-seekers were drilling what to-day would Im paying oil-wells. Initc*itd 
of saving the oil, which is enriching West Virginia oi>eriitors now, they wiiHiiid 
it and saved the salt-water. 'Fh-ey wasted the imluml giw, the best fuel of the 
centuns and boiled their salt-water with wood, the most anil leimt 

satisfactory fuel of the valley. That is often the way humanity gropw In the 
dark. The men who rushed to California drove their ox-wagoi» the big 
bonanzas of the Comstock lode, while the men who later went to the 0'aii8toc*k 
went past the rich carbonates of Leadville, just as later |>ro8|Hfc:;tors ran over tlio 
Cripple-Creek silver and gold-leads in the search for things farther distant iimt 
the crowds hurr>dng to Alaska ignored the teeming ledges of the Black Hills. 
The Kanawha salt-men scorned the oil, yet drilled the first oil-wells, and in titc 
ing it invented the methods which have come Into use througliout the entire olb 
territory. If Joseph and David Ruffher and William Morris hud dkpluyctl hulf 
the wisdom in utiliring the oil they manifested in inventing tools to find walk 
water, theirs would be the familiar names in Oildom down to the end of lime. 

Fellow-citbens,” shouted a free-silver orator to a host of stiirving < 
miners three months afterthe last Presidential inauguration, tell ii» Major 
McKinley is the advance-agent of prosperity, but, if so, be seems to be ii dcticc 
of a way ahead of the show H’ In like fashion the Ruffners were ii long wity 
ahead of the petroleum-development, but the show got there at lust, licraldtfd 
by salt-wells that pointed unerringly towards the dawn. 



THEY HimVHU IT. 

Writing «if fii*vt*riil Jt’HiiitH who, about if»4a, |H*Uftnitt*cl tiTritory of tlio 

Erir^*, |iri»bitly whiil m now Culm, N. V.. i1y4rirvt»i.\ nuyn : 

*• Tl*f‘v i4 thirk, i*i!v. miutm* whidi would tiurii likr lu'tinih 

The iuu|:i tif the MihhIoiuiHuh DolHer luid t.hdludc*, |)rinliHl lu 1670, bus n 
liiiit of tilt? iiffm-iirriif fiotrolrtuii hi the uorth-wentern |mrt of Nmv \*ork. Neiir 
till' Hfiot wliifli wiw til berotue tliu nite of Culm thm* wortln itrr luarkotl : 

’'Foiiirniitr ill’ lllliimr/' 

III tycx) the Eitrl of Bellmoiit, ih:»vertior of New York, tliiw iiwlnii-trcl 
Kiigiiirer Wolfgiing W. Roiner to vbit the Mve NittiouH ; 

" V*iu uo» t*.» no iiuil virw ft wdl «»r ftpriun whirh i*9 elifhl tnllrw bcyoml thr Srtirk^y 
ripair, witirli they mid iiip ti|.i in a llitiiH'* whiefi it tinhipil i-twtl t»r bodu'itnd |»ut inio il. 

Yiitt wTI dll wdl It* ihr «id witirr and * * * tiring with you inmr »»i' it.'* 

Hir Willifiiu Johriiicm, who vbitetl Hiitgiirii iii 1767, in his jtnifunl nitys with 
refereiirt? to the »|irliig itt Cubii : 

” Arr'iwtiufi ritiitf* Itt with a t,|tuinUty nf fUirlnui iiyl, taktm nt tht? t«i|* cd tin? wiurr td' wunr 
very puiiiitl litlie ii«r the vlilage he heh>fi||it In." 

David UdfitMirgefi tlii! Momvliiu Mksbimry, went ii|i the Allegheny River 
In 1767, eMtitlilished 11 niliiih.m neiir the mouth of Tionefitii Creek and In 1770 
removed to llutler county* lib iiiiintweript records : 

I have .iwi Ihret kiwdi iif m have mi nutlet, iueh a« h»ve unite itnd much 

m rlw frniii the Iwittniti nf ttw rreeki* l^mm the ftrst water and nil Unw nut tngelher. the tdl liie 
nrtfiitiiting llit griiw and unlti in the aet’tntd it galhtura nii the iitfikre nf the wilder to tlm 
iif tlwi lliirlii4eii» id It tlngrri from tht third it rlien ti* the wirlkreund hnw’ii with the rtirwit td 
till? rreek. The liidlaiii tirefer wetli witltnnt «« ntitltd. Frnm wirh they flrtd diji thr nil that hii-i 
itrriiintililrfl, thru itir thr well anti, when thr WHirr hua srltUnk fdl their krltlr^ with frr*»h nil. 
%¥hli1i lliry inirify hy iHilling, U Is tiwl nirtltoinally* tts an nlntnirm fnr tnntharhr. hrudurlir. 
iiwrllitti*i, rlwiiwwilMii and snodrw. gnmnlmei it Is takni internally, It l» nf a hrnwn rnlyr anti 
ran nltn.* hr t««t In liiinns, Il hums wrlh” 

Dr. John Diivid St*ho|>f, a surgeon in the British m»rvlt*e, visitetl lltiHliurg 
In 17IIJ itiid In an ficcount of hbjountey remarked : 

’* IViridmni wm fnwtid itt srvrral fdnrrs no thr Allrghrny, twirtlruliifly at a ^eriim and a 
rrrrk. which wefr o.wrr«.t with this dnntliig s«li»tttnrr.“ 

Ckmtdiil Williiim Irvine, in a letter to Jolm Dlcklfwon, tinted **Ciirlmle* 
August f 7 , 17 ^ 5 ,” tA*lb of exploring the western |Mtrt of Fennsylvittilii. I !e sitys : 

« hi Orerk takes Its miiwr frnm an «»ily «r hilumintniii iiiiutrr ludng iniind finwtiiig <»« it*i'^iii = 
Ikt'r, Many ntrrs are tttlrlhiilrrl tn this nil. * • ♦ u ri»rs In thr h«l idilir mtrk al %-n\- li»w 
Widiu, tn It tlry I mn tnld It l» fntmd withnttt any inistwrt) nf wairr iirnl N |»titr nil, It 

who* thr rirrk li high frnm the lurttnin in Htnal! glnhules/* 

Cknirge Henry Losklel, in hh * Hkmiiichte der Minslon der Kvimgcllmiieii 
firiider unter tier Indliinen In NorditmenkaF* pnhlwhed in 17%, iiotetl ; 

*Hkm td the in*»«t favtiritr tnefUrimis tisnl hy thr Indians l« miiiliiig I'rtiitt ilir 

rarlh* rntfitiinniy with water # * ♦ This nil In tda hmwn rnh»r and Ukr iiii - t » # 

HtfW i«r ft rhiidly In rittcrnal ountshiiiits. Hnmr take it inwardly and II Inw nni hmi iti 
dtiliarni. It wilt hum in a hunt*. Thr Indians smnrtimrs t*rll il m ilip W'hiir |i«*|ilr at Ibtir 
guinriw a f|iwft/* 

All officer cf tlie Hulled Htatim Army, who deiimitletl Ihe Ohio Mi\*rr iii 
iHi f, wrote? It book ctf travels in which he remarks : 

“ Kni far fmiu ttir nnntUi nf tin* Tittlr llravrr a n|irliii hits hern Ibiiinl, «iilt! m ilir 

Imimni nf thr rivrr. frntn wliirii iwnrs an »»il whirh Is hlitdy liiftaiiiiiwhic lifnl i» S«ii,.rit 

till, 1 1 r«tml*k«4 IliirhiidiieM lar and i« usnl m a rrtmwly fttr rhittiiiiitie |♦itllli,” 






IV. 


WHHkK THE Bi.UlC-(;KASS (iROWS. 

IN KtCNTtICKV ANU TeN N tiBHEE — 
TlIK FAMllim AMBItfCAN Wltl.I, A HimTt»N CllMEANV TAKKH IIuL.U P'MuVi- 
ritCNTIAL Em'AfK-- liiailtt,Alt MtiENTAIN \*ENBKTTA ■ A SUNIlAV LYNtlllNO 

l»AMT¥ — PtICt’t.lAM <ir |♦|^;TY— An (HJi WoMAN'h WeI.COMIC -=WA«M 

OF MtmTir Smi't.iFiTV. 


** Hr wtnilil srafrii Ct»r priirN mu*»l «Uvr twr-U^w." ' JirvtifH, 

'* Ul'trfi till tlir tif mmi rvriilis tstriUr on hrfbrr thr ■-(. 

'* t’riftiliiM rvriit«i owt tl«’Tr uliminwfi bflorr/* ■ ■ Iktmtix < 

'* ill t *Mwlwi1i4ii«l rr*Mtity» K.itiitnrky, tt rwii of |»urtM*ii vvits ntnirk." 'AVr.#' AVrAfir*#-. A, /K 

** liiiiii‘iiy*i*i%iif oil iftfr FifiiMliii ill /A A, Ih #»/. 

** Evrr liir iir« nrlili^nrnt iff thr rouiitry oil tiioi brrn niithfmi iinil tim’d fbr inrtlirjiiitl |nir» 
, A'F.» A, t> /At'/, 

'* Evri'Vltdiik bai idtiitigpd. ifvt*rvtbiiife hniftHtt iiMttir*,*'' FirUt 

“ To all it|if.i<riiriiiirr If wan ililrtfy l»v Arridrni and llir grar-r uf Nidurr, 'dirivif^ 
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i B BiNTER KSTI NO and unexpected re- 

fdiltfi from iMiritigs for mili/'Wiiter 
/ S*" Ktmiut'ky wt.?ro not oxhiiUHtf^d 

J Fork. |HdTiUifritii?Hlrivi*!it 

% vontyfi? wlili ii r<miimtic? liido 

4- ^ ^ OHHtdUidlly itn twin tmt ** thfre are 

^ othtTii.’* Wny no county wim not 

to monofMilkc the |H?troknmiJ'i’a* 
i mlt-wclls liy if liif^c imijor^ 

y i \ iity* *nVtmtwitrtl the Htiir of oiiE 

/ ^ ^ piretitkim It^ wuy’* iitlirnml Ityc- 

f I j \y FI I Op Bcrkt?icy twi.) “ hiiiiclrctl y&m 

^ago, %v!th this Irmtliirt of n lM»m 
^ ‘ ‘ prophet, anti it wini no with the 

pctrolctiiiwtar of Kentucky, however it might be with Urlllianl iicnri Wi4ttt?r» 
noti^^a **»tar*cyetl tff Reform.** 

11io ^tofttWTmter next nhffted to CumberlantI county, tiiif geroiitl wesit of 
WaytiCi Clinton icpiiritllng them. Hardy bri-mlwinneni, l»ri4ving the liartlbliliw 
nnd iirivatlona of pioneer-life in the backwtiodi, early In iIiIh reiiHiry Mdilitl 
much of the country along the Cumljorland River. Upon tine liertkin tif Irrrg* 
lilar iliit|>t*,, Iti ioutherii end latrtiered by I'enneaxee, the stall? of I Uvy C^na^kell 
and Andrew Jarkwwi, the nam© of the winding rivt»r intcrHidiing ii wiCf appro* 
priately htwlowecl. A central location, between the went liiuik tif tht* thine 
berlaiitl aiul the fotU ofii lordly hill, wiisxeletted for the taiiinty-sral iinil rhrt^P 
etteil llurksvill<% in lioiitir of a respiH:ted dtfxen who owtitAl the nlte of the eiiiliryo 
hamlet. From a cnms-roadii tavern and bliicksmltli shop the place f^xpiifiiltti 
gradiutlly into im Inviting village of onedhouiaitd populiilbii. It lii» tine tlorci, 
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good churches and schools, a brick court-house, and for years it hoastetl the otily 
college in Kentucky for the education of girls. 

Burksville pursued “the even tenor of its way ” slowly ant! surely, 1 ‘orty 
miles from a railroad or a telegraph-wire, its principal outlt*t is the river cluriitg 
the season of navigation. The Cumberland retaiits the fashitm of rising sixty to 
eighty feet above its summer-level when the winter rains st't in and dwindling to 
a mere brooklet in the dry, hot months. Old-timers speak of * ’ the flood of iH ’ ’ 
as the greatest in the history of the community. The rampant waters overfk iwt»d 
fields and streets, invaded the ground-floors of houses and did a lot of nnplrasanl 
things, the memory of which tradition has kept green. In January of 1H77 the 
moist experience was repeated almost to high-water mark. Saw-logs floated 
into kitchens and i^arlors and imi)rovised skiffs navig4itc*d bac*k-yards imd gar- 
dens. Seldom has the town cut a wide swath in the metropolitan | >resH, b«‘iinse 
it avoided gross scandals and attended strictly to iiortie-afliurs. The chief clis- 
sipation is a trip by boat to Nashville or Point-Burnside, or a drive overland to 
Glasgow, the terminus of a branch of the I^)uisville & Nashville RailroacL 
The first great event to stir the hearts of the good |x?o|fle of Cum!ii?rliiiid 
county occurred in 1829. A half-mile from the mouth of Rennix Creek» 11 iiiirtor 
stream that empties into the Cumberland two miles north of the countydown, a 
well was sunk one-hundred-and-eighty feet for salt-water. Niles* JRtgiskr, fiub- 
lished the same year, told tlie tale succinctly : 

“ Some months since, in the act of boring for salt-water on th© land of Mr» Siwtilon* 

situated in the county of Cumberland, Kentucky, a run of pure oil wasiiruek, frotn which it it 
almost incredible what quantities of the substance isaue<l. The dlacharges were hy dixals, at 
intervals of from two to five minutes, at each flow vomiting forth many harnli of fmre oft, t 
witnessed myself, on a shaft that stood upright by the ajxsrtttre in the rock from which It liiiitd, 
marks of oil 25 or 30 feet perpendicularly above the rock. These ftoodi contimwtl for three m four 
weeks, when they subsided to a constant stream, afl"ording many thousand gallofti per day. This 

well is between a quarter and a hilf-milt front lh« tmuk ^ 
the Cumberland River, on a small riU (crtek) down wlikh It, 
rung to the Cumberland, It was traced m far flown tlieCitw. 
berland as Gallatia, in Samner county, Tetinewi^, ntarly a 
hundred miles. For many mllet It covered th® wlieit w,tr* 
face of the river and its marks are now found on tht rocki on 
each bank. 

About two miles Wow the ptdnt on which It ifitichtil 
the river, it was set on fir© by a boy, and iheefi'eti wa» iimiid 
beyond description. An old genileman who witnessed it 
says he hat teen several cities on fire, Iml IhsI lie mmr 
held anything like the flamei which ro»® from tli« lnMiifiior 
the Cumberland to touch the very cloudi,** 

This was the begimringof what wm iiflerwarck 
known from the equator to th,e imkm m the * ‘Amor* 
ican Well.’* The flow of oil s|K>Ik?«i lli€t well for 
salt and tlie owners quitted It in cllsfiiit, iiiikliig 
another witli better sucreesi In iin iiiljitrtitit Uriel, 
For years it remained forsaken, an object of ttiorr 
or less curiosity to tnivtders who ptsitxl clciie by 
on their way to or from IlurkHvillr, || Witf* vrrv 
FAMOUS “AMERICAN WELL.” the edge of the creek, on flat groiitirl ftnwt of 

which has been washed away. Neighboring farmers dip|>e<l oil i ict^wiomiliy fur 
medicine, for axle-grease and~“ tell it not in (kith, publish it not in » 

to kill vermin on swine 1 

Job Moses, a resident of Buffalo, N. Y., visited die locality alMim tliii year 
X848. He had read of the oil-springs in New York, Penriiylvntiiii, Wm Viriiiila 
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liilil f 'lililUlllii iirilrriilrit lliiil tllr linli* uu Hriillix t ’rrrk IuIh-u 

*igr. HtH ltii^iilrr*i|r iitlrr fur ihr writ \sm iirivpu.ii try IIH’ llaki'fH, intu whuHi* 
liiliiliH Sltirktttii Iniii lutti Hr drilirft the* writ tu fuurditiiidrfcl frrt 

iiiitl rfriirtl #i I1ir fivr tir !>itrrt*k ii cliiy i»f g'rc*i*fimli“*in'ilM’r 

fitiiii. .p*' gr^ivily, tir |iiit up m bulliMiU IwrUlrn, bbrlrtl *• Altlrrii;-aii Hurk Oil ** 
iiinl litilti ill fiiiy rt*iiO, t'iiiiitiiriwlitt|c it m ii Ibr mirtilH^rlrHS rtriitiiliuiUH, 

lit* rrit|irti ii Itiirvril Itir firvi^fiil ypm% tiiiltl trmk* liiiigiiiHlirtl itiMl lht:s writ wiw 

Wltli llir |irtirrt'‘<H uf lUH ri»lrr|>ri?ir hUmvn twnighi n liirgi’ hli»ck of liuicl iit 
K. V.| iitljuiiilitg Itui nurllirm I.HHiiiflaryuf I^IrRriuirtn«it>% r*H.» uihI 
l•ll^!l II itiiiiifiioii I tig riiiiiiglt tiir a r*i.Hllr, lUntirtl rxlrtiHivoly^ nuHoc! iirrtlH of 
r*itllr, riii|iltiyrtl IrgiuiHcif kiborrr^ iitui ii boiintifttl tumjktuiity. lu 

tBin wedk iitJitr ItRilwrlliiig, ftiwling ii trifling ninouiil ofgiiH iiiui 

c»lb liiiii till ilrlllrtl In? w«»tilcl tm?vit*4tily finvr? t>|M‘riril ii|i tli« 

llimiforil litdtl 14 ckiitfii yritw in iidv#4itrt' irf itn nriiiiil tkvrl<i|»ttiriib 1 wrh't*'* 

liiiiiilrrtl til tlrrfi hitil ijol boen <.lrt*«irnt of In port iltiim -phi* 

kmiifiliy lit lliiil rktf, rlut? Job iitighi httvti tlivort«l tin? wholo tiirrerit of 

«lbii|*t*riilltiiw» iiorlliwitril mu\ iMmijMinnl Imbfinilidy tint ittlvon of tint Clitrion 
itiiil lliitlt?r tllitrlilii ! Ilorlftg ii four-lwch h«k 4i few Inintirol feet ffirther wtnik] 
ilotie It 1 

Oil whiil utiinll great mmteliineH tiejattul ! Hi»lit?ving a Hiiiike* 
ittiry lititneeil iiiir fimt pitreitli In mtiipte ** the fntil of that forbltklen tree whose 
iiioriitl liMtii lironglil ilti Into our world and id! oiir wta?/* Artibilion to be a 
laii« **frotii the bnttlemeiila of heaven to the nethermoHt 

filiyfii.,” A cireiiiii releiiied Jom?|ili from primin to be **ruler over .Egypt** Tlie 
ii watiloti |i|iitigril Ort*i*re Into war anti wl|aal Troy from tlui fare of tht^ 
tmrili, A I'lnal on the lirt4 slew AehilleH, a null veil liy a womiiii at thi4t-«fnt'^' 
liittid Hlierit and ii |ielilile endeil Ooliath. Tlte caekling of a gotiiiii mived Rome 
from the liarbarotw liordefiof llreiiinii. A eolm^eti iierogn tlie mouth of the cave 
mrreting liitii preserved Miiliomet from Ills pynuew imd gave Aratiia iiritl Tur- 
key II iirw rrtiglwii. The moirrlilng of ii cake in ii gtatthertra hut itroiwed King 
Allml iiiitl ri^toird the Haicoti monarchy in Kngliind. The nuivementN of it 
spider Inspired llriire to reimwed essertionii and msmreti the iiHlepeiid 

rtiee of Hi'olbtiid* All iitfetitsi rag in ii bundle of Asiatic giaak wsairged Eiinipe 
with the plague, llie fall of iiti apple from a tree resulted in Sir Isiuic Hewbiids 
raiblline tltisiry of griivlliitioit liie vlbrntlotw of it Itti-kHlle IttI Mtgge?«lrd to 
llit^ llarifiik of Wttrrrsier the fii^t roncefUlon of the gt«*ii«eeiiginr. A wotiiaiiV 
cl4;tiit‘e-rriiiark Ini lyfl Wliltiiey to Invent the cotton-gin. Hie twitching ol a 
fr*»g% mum'yn rtwa^iilril gitlviiiilurn* A dliiiiioncl-am^kliire liaHtriieil the l•>eittll 
Meyoliitioii mill roiislgfini Marie Antoinette to the gulltotine. I Licking a i In Try 
tin* with II luitrlirt eiirticd Cieoiiie Waihlngton greater gk»ry Ihiiii tlit* vlrtiiry of 
III iiiiiif 111111 iir tlif^ overthrow of Clirnwiillls. A heitdarhe helpitl cost Ka|M4eoii 
tile lialilti of Waterloo mid chiiiigelhedeiillny of twenty kingfioiiw. An altront 
to ail ilrove i#erinatiy toiirmn* exlletl lanils Nit|ioleiiii nml iiuiile 

Lraiit e a rrpiililir* Mrs, tl*Leary*» kicking ct,»w laid Chicago in asheHuittl biirsl 
lip no riiil of liisiiraiireommpiiiiles. An iilllteratlve phrase defeated j*iinrs 
fILilrie iof l*rr/«ideiit of the United Stotca* An epigram, a tsaiplei or a line lias 
Imm kiiiwvii lorottfer Ifitinorlallty. A new Imimet tuts disriipleil a 
turleiy, ^pllt It eiiiigrriiitliiii and put devout tiM!tnlH?rs on the tiilitiggmi lit tlirir 
liiirry to backslide* An oiiimidireath l\m sevured doting lovers, clicaied par* 

tif thfir wediliiigdeifs find pky^d hoh with Cwpkfs cakiilalioiis. Stittisil« 
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fail to disclose the awful havoc wrought in tnilHons of luuues hy such ubM i va- 
tions, on the part of thoughtless young husbands, as “ this isn't the way itu»thfr 
baked,” or ” mother’s collee didn’t taste like this !” 

Moses lived to produce oil from his farms and to witness, live itnies south 
of Limestone, the grandest petroleum-development of any age tu* ludHUL He 
was built on the broad-gauge plan, physically and mentally, am! ' ‘ tite light went 
out” peacefully at last. The Kentucky well was never revived. Hie rig de - 
cayed and disappeared, a timber or two lingering until carried off !»y the flood 
in 1877. 

In the autumn of 1876 Frederic Prentice, a leading operator, eugagtal me 
to go to Kentucky to lease and purchase lands for oil-puri>ostJS. Shortly before 
Christmas he wished me to meet him in New York and go fnan tluTe to Ik^stoii, 


to give information to parties he expected to associate with him in liis Keriluc*ky 
projects. Together we journeyed to the city of culture and hakeddieaiiH and 
met the gentlemen in the office of the Unior-Paciflc RuilroiubComimny. Tlie 
gathering was quite notable. Besides Mr. Prentice, who had lotig tn'en prom- 
inent in petroleum affiairs, Stephen Weld, Oliver Ames, Sen., Oliver Ames, 

Jun., Frederick Ames, F. (iordon I kxteriind 
! one or two others were iiresent, Mr. Weld 
; was the riche.st citizen of New Engliiiid, Ids 
I estate at his death inventorying twenty^wo 
I millions. The elder Oliver Ames, head of 
I the giant ahovebmanufacturing ftriii of Oliver 
I Ames ^ Sons, was a brother of Oakes AitieSi 
■j the creator of the Ridlroads, whom the 

I Credit-Mobilier engulfed In its mthlesi de* 
I struction of statesmen and {>olitldans. II ii 

nephew and namesake was a son of Oakis 
j Ames and (.Governor tif Massachusetts in 1 
i 8-9. He began his career in t\m ihovebworks, 
I learning the trade as an empk>y 4 , and at thirty*” 
|| five had amassed a fortune of ten-millions. 

' ' ■' ■ He occupied the fmest house in f kmtoii, enter- 

GOVERNOR AMEB. imimum mtuH for 

paintings and bric-a-brac and died in October of 1B95. Frederic!k Arnes, son of 
the senior Oliver, has inherited his father’s executive talent and he ntiiiiiiiiiiw 
the family’s reputation for sagacity and the acquisition of wealth. h\ Ckirdori 
Dexter is a multi-millionaire, a power iti the railroad world iirul 11 reiikleiit of 
Beacon street, the swell avenue of the Hub. 


Such were the men who heard the reports concerning Kentucky. Hiry did 
not squirm and hesitate and wonder where they were at. Hiirlydivc 
after entering the room the ” Boston Oil Company ” was orgiiiiiml, the rapifat 
was paid in, officers -were elected, a lawyer had started to get the tliartrr and 
authority was given me to draw at sight for whatever cash was needed up to 
one-hundred-thousand dollars! This record-breaking iichleveineiit %va*4 abiitit 
as expeditious as the Chicago grocer, who dosed his store one foreiiooii aittl 
pasted on the door a placard inscribed in \hM dmractem : ‘*Al iiiy wife’s 
funeral— back in twenty minutes !” 

Oliver Ames, the future governor, invited the party to hinelt at llir Parker 
House, Boston’s noted hostelry. An hour sped cpjickly. My rcliirii4rl|i Iniil 
been arranged by way of Buffalo and the Uike-Bhortt Rond ul PYaiikliit. Hie 
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timv m 'ilnrt .mivml itir iti lukt^ itir In ilif^ clt^|K»i wmi rit thi* cituir, the 

gcHiil li\i i lltn ilrivti- litr’ktnl 'm llin rnlies mu\ granpeci the lines. At 

IhnI iie44iil i Hiver Allies, Hni., ritllnl : *• lleiise vimw Intn the htgel anv mu 
iiietil . I ivniil III JmI tJinvii stiiiielhing yoii tnlcl us nlnmi the Arueric’iut \Vell.‘* 
file utlii*r geiilleiiieit hwtktil ciii, the ex|ihiiiiitlufi w;iH |>etu*iletl rnpitliy, iny neat 
ill tlie fileigli was restiiiieil anil Ifr, Ilexter jnkiugly miicl tu the Jeliu : Vnu’Il 
liitvr In Ittislle, tir yuiir fare will mlm his train T* 

I1iri.>ii|cli till' twisietl, c:*rnv%’ilefl streets the horses trotted lirinkly. 

Ritshiiiic lilt? slittkiii, the train wm |iulliiig init and the tkket-exaniiner was 
sliuttiiig tliii Iron-^gales, 1 fe rrftiMsI to let me iitteinpt to eatelt tlu^ rear ear and 
iny dk#i|i|Miiiilmefil was exlrniie. A train fur New York and I’ittshurg left in 
tilleen itiiiitilrs. || Imre me, im ynwtlling passengi^, safely luul Halisfac-turily to 
die ** Hiiniky i"ity, ** There tlii! news remlied tite of tlie frightful ralUvay-cUHUHter 
Ml Aslitaliiilii. Ill leliieli I*, illh«iiiid ftiiirmsire fe!!«iw-nu>rtiils» filled with A aid 
iintid|iatiuiis uf Ntnv-=Vr-iir reiiiiiuns, perished in the ley waters ninety feet lie* 
iiealli llio irraelieruiw bridge tliat elruppisl iheni into tlie yawning eliasm 1 'I'he 
d«H*meil triilii was tlie Sitiiiii tliiit would have liorne me to Ashtabula and— to 
ileiitih liiid mil Mr, Ames detaliieil me to make the entry in hk memorandum- 
Imok 1 Cfili it ITovIcItmee, 1 4trk» t'lninee, wliiit you will, an incident of this stamp 
k apt to Iwgtl heap of tail lliitiking/* 

** Tlirrr'i 4 Owl sliiinr*^ inir muU,** 

itetiiriiliig Iti lltirksville in Jitiiiiary, the work of Imsing went ahead merrily. 
Tht^ laiiik itroiiiiil the Ameririiti Well were taken at one*eighth royalty. Forty 
rods norllieiisi of tliii Amerlt^aii, In a small ravine, ii well wm drilled eight-hun- 
dred fret. At twodsmidnsl frri some giw ami oil ap| wared, hut the well proved 

II failure. While it mm nitdrr way the gas lit ii dt*sertt‘d sidt-well twenty rods 

iiorilnvefil uf tlie Atmtflmit hiirnt forth vhileiUly, iitaidlng earth,, water 

and piisesofroikliiglt Into tile all, Hiederrirk at the Ikmton Well, rising to the 
Itelgltiof my%mtf4wu frt% was II |wrennhil 
dellglil III lilt? fiiillvtsi. Voiillm, hoys and 
old turn asi ended Itie ladder to tho toji- 
iiitwt ruiiiiii to rtijoy lliti temitlftil view. 
iTetiy girhi longed to try tli« esimriintnt 
iiitd it wm wlifipered that ik of tliifm, on© 
tilghi wlieii only tlio iiiiin in Iho moon 
wm iH^epiiig, performed lh« |.iitrilo«ii feat 
Certiiin ll h thiit a wlimimo tt?iidier at the 
rollegr, wlio rliiiilaal the i rirstlal Stair 
yeiirs iigo, rtssletl In the ellort iiiid 
wtftirkrd tier tlrr^isi in tltt^ w#ty liat k tosolld 
groMiMl. A dltilng»rijom girl at I*4‘troIia, 

III i« 73 , stofiit on lop of II derrick, to win 

ll fsilr of ulnars haiileriiigiy offeri-id hy a 
Jovial olltiiaii to the first fair iiiiilcleii entf* 
tkd to tile prl^e, wunian iind 

glaett will not ‘*dirtvtt ! ^ 

llirr»*iiitles liortheiiit of the Americiin Well, .it the moutli of C'rtieim CTeek, 
€, H* FiiglWi drilled eight shallow wells In fUfis. Utey were Inim^hed closely 
and oiw flowed iilne-limidreil harrels a day. Trnniiiiortatiun was lurking, the 
prtatuci could iiol tm marktled and the promising field was deserfeiai Twelve 
years latter tlie fl*>s|oii f>fhC«iti|»iiy drilled in the midst of Eng IklFs cluster, to 
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discover the quality of the strata, and could iu>t exhaust the suriuce-water by the 
most incessant pumping. The company also drilletl on the ( iilreath fiirin, ati tms 
the Cumberland from Burksville, where Captain Phelps fi>und heavy oil in |^«iy • 
ing quantity back in the sixties. The well produced nicely and w<»uld hin t* paid 
handsomely had a railroad or a pipe-line been within reacln A well two iiiiles 
west of the American, drilled in 1891, had plenty of sand and showed for a fifty" 
barreler. 

Six miles south-west of Burksville, at Cloyd's 1 binding, j. W. Sherritan, of 
Oil-Creek celebrity, drilled a well m 1865 which spouted a thousand hiirrels 
40® gravity oil in twenty-four hours. He loaded a barge with oil In bulk, in- 
tending to ship it to Nashville. The ill-fated yTiift struck n r(K,:k in the river luul 
the oil floated off on its own hook. Sherman threw up the sponge iind reiurne«l 
to Pennsylvania. Three others on the Cloyd trac't started finely, hut the w«m» 
derful excitement at Pithole was breaking out and operations elsewliere recetvetl 
a cold chill. Dr. Hunter purchased the Cloyd farm and leased it in 1H77 to Pe- 
ter Christie, of Petrolia, who did not operate on any of the liituls he iet^iired in 
Kentucky and Tennessee. Micawber-like. Cumlxjrland county is “ wmlling for 
something to turn up ” in the shape of facilities for handling oik When these 
are assured the music of the walking-beam will tickle the ears of ex|>ectn.nt 
lievers in Kentucky as the coming oil-field. 

Wayne and Cumberland had been heard from and Clinton county was the 
third to have its inning. On the west bank of Otter Creek, a sparkling tributiiry 
of Beaver Creek, a well bored for salt fifty or more years ago yielded consider* 
able oil Instead of giving up the job, the owners pumped the witter iiinl oil 
into a tank, over the side of which the lighter fluid was i^ermitted to em|>ty at Its 
leisure. The salt-works came to a full stop eventually and the well rek|i«ed 
into '‘innocuous desuetude.” L. D. Carter, of Aurora, III, sojoureing tempora- 
rily in Clinton for his health, saw the old well in 1864. He dip|>ed a jugful of 
oil, took it to Aurora, tested it on the Chicago, Burlington 8 c Quincy Riillroad, 
found it a good lubricant and concluded to give the well a sc|uiire trial Tlie 
railroad-company agreed to buy the oil at a fair price. Carter pumiml dx or 
eight barrels a clay, hauled it in wagons over the hills to the Cumbcrliiiicl River 
and saved money. He granted Mr. Prentice an option on the property in 1877. 
The day the option expired]. O. Marshall bought the well, farm iincl teiMhoio 
sand acres of leases conditionally, fora Butler of>erator who “didn't have the 
price,” and the deal fell through. 

The well stood idle until 1892, when J. Hovey, an ex-broker fmni New York 
and relative of a late Governor of Indiana, drilled a short distiinc^o ilinvii the 
creek. The result was a strike which produced twenty-finir hundred IxirrrK of 
dark, heavy, lubricating oil in fifty days. It was shut down for want «if tiiikagc 
and means to transport the product to market. Hie Carter again yl«*kted , 
as did three more wells in this neighborhood. In 1895 the Slamlard Gif i'lmt* 
pany was given a refusal of the Hovey and surrounding inier«*i^tH, in order to 
test the territory fully and lay a pipe-line to Glasgow or laiukvillr, itlionlil 
the production warrant the expenditure. Wells have been mink i%mt of the 
Carter nearly to Monticello, eighteen miles off, finding gas and iiidiiviilutis of 
oil Every true Clintonite is positive an ocean of pelndiauti underlir^ Ilk par 
ticular neck of woods, impatient to be relieved and burden landlioklrr^ mid 
operators alike with excessive wealth I 

A hard-headed youth, out walking with hk best gir! In the dog^cky^, told 
her a fairy-story of the dire effects of ice-cream u|»n the feininiin* f^fiti%tttiiti«iin 
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** I kurw 4 giri/* hrtlrrliml "wiiu4lr ni% |ikirN iif' flit* dri’iitMii! Hlutr iiiid died 
iir%t iliy 11ir Hlirrwil d♦llleil’l I’liliunird r4|iUir«iti?dy ; *’ (lii, unnildn’t ii be 
HWrrt |i» ili«* Iliiil iiay / I,ii m lir|dli i»ti fi’m phiU^H tiow 1“ Alltl vvtHlIdii’t it lie 
liirr III lir liiiidril m'ith rirlirii, imt giiiiirtl by tmt Puttie other felhiw* by 

Imiliiig ii biitik. by wrtidiiiic #111 iirdo%-'ed bricb, by piiidiiig’ the titHir, liy manijne 
lilhtit HtiwkH, by ^nirttrriiig grain or by |iriii’llr«,m llmt ntake the ungeb weep, 
blit by britigiiiM oil lioiieHlIy Irofit tlir liowek of the I'iirlh? 

Aboiil file yriir i« |«# li ill Llfieolii eight iiiileH from the iiretty 

town Iff Htiiriffirtb %lrin'k n vein of oil tiiirx|ii»tleclly. The inlliinirimble Ihjnid 
giedietl out greiit lorrr, Irmk lire siiitl litirnecl furiously for weekn. d’he 
tmiirr Willi II griiii Joker In lib way iiini he nptly remarked, upon viewing the 
ronfbi,gr#illoii : I rerktni r%*r got n lliile hell of tny own !*’ lonif more welb 

were ilrilletl ftirtlier tip llie Hin atn* two getting n «hiiw of oik One was plugged 
iiiid tile Ollier, |iisl tiowii In' llte kilr l^lnrtiii HiillngM, the wi'idthy Femisylvartiit 
♦i|wr#ili»r, dry. Hiiil.ier iiittleiitloiifi In mitriy cinarterfi giive rise to the 

lielitT tliiit oil waiiilii Imj foiinil over ii wide arein iiiicl in tHht it wt4l wits btired lU 
tiliHgiiw, Iliirreii roitiity, otirdimitlred-iimbien miles ln?low I .ouiiiville. It watsu 
Mieerwi Aiid a liiitiiired biivr followt*ti niiiee, iiitwl of whieh lift* prodneing ituHb 
eritlely. Ciik J. Ck Ailiiiiis, ioriiierly of TIdItMite, Pit., wits the prineipid o|ierittor 
for iwetity yi'4r*. A HiilnirlMii lowig hiip|dly tertiiecl t>!l City, k ** tlonrlHhing 
like it grreit baydtorse/* life oil, diirk ititd illdliivored, smelling watrse thim 
the llitiii^aiid of i*oliigiir/* i» refined lit Cditigow itnd Louisville* It am 
Im' ileotiorkeil tind roiivertrd iislii rrs|ieetiilile kercmtne, SiKteen mlleHHiniih of 
tdlitsgow* on Ckerii liiver» ftnir ilmilow wells wwe hort^d thirty yejini iigti, one 
flowing lit tile rule of siitdniiidrrd Inirreli, no Ihiit llfirren etmnty ii by no nm\m 
Imrreii of Interest to the tilkfLiIrriiily* 

At itiiwliiig Ckeen n well wassititk two-liiindred fetJt, u few gallons <»f gnm%- 
nil Imwltiii to tlii^ itirfiirr. Ti»r|ietloiiig wai iiiikiiowii, or the fate of many Kere 
tiieky well** iidglil liave l♦ecll revemed. John Jiiekson, of Mt?r€t?r, in 
drilltal ft well In iCiliiiniimiti eonnty, twentydlve miles mirth^weit td cdnHgt»w. 
Tlw tmili dfop|ft*d Ihrtititli a mMmt of the Mammoth Citve, but ntdther eyelt^s 
fbli nor slippery |ftdroleiiiii repikt the tmllnv of numrle and greenbiicks. As if 
lo mid iiiiiiilt III Itijtiry, tliii witli halchtd m iiiaiiiiitolh eave that liurteci the UhiIi 
eight diiiitdtrtl fret out of ilflit I 

lioyrtl to Ilk early iriiittliii iiimI litiniry for iipfiidliing Hliipjiicks, Jiickittn once 
liniftirlrd » sack of the tloiir frtiin Iftiiibville iwid asked the obliging landlady of 
hk Imardliiidiiitise lo liiive liirkwheftN^itkes for hreakhist. lie wiis on hand in 
the niorititig, femly to do Jttfftlee to the mmiry dish, The ** aikr*ii‘* were brought 
III siiiokliift liol» biiketl Into bkrwit, lieitvy its lemlnml irrede«imnlily mipidiitidde ! 
The sni'k of tkmv went to l 4 tti*ii the denkrtw of a neighbor’s pif-p!!!, Juckiion 
WftS II Iiitiiirrr III the llriidfbrd region, heiid «d tin* firm of Jiickitin A Walker, 
dever ami geiierottii* 11ie ^mm itiid the thm^ers have grown on hli grave for 
ten fmm, *Tbe liiiitlftte nriditr'’ ilrlklng him down in the t>rlme of vigorous 
ttiftftliimi 

Handy Valley, In the norlleriwtern mdlon of the stete, rontrtbwted its quotm 
lo the sbit‘k ttf Kiftiturky petriileuiii. From the first Hetthmiem of Ikiyd, 
Cfrceittip, Carter, Johiwoii niid litwwnce cotintiet oil had lmn% gathered for 
itiffdk*itl piirfaiws by ikimittiiii it from the itreiimi. Almut mm fhimmings m 
DIftoii a»llei*led ft tiftlf4o»ii hmmU fhmi Paint Ci^k mud irmled It at their 
t^^boil reiwry In Clndimatb with reiulta ilntilir to tiioi^ attained by Kler In 
Wttiibtiii* Thty cimiiiitt^ to wlltct oil from Paint Creek ami OlbHprliig Fork 
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until the war. at times saving a luindred bjirrehs a month. In iHfn thry 
a well three-imndred feet on Mud Lick, a brancli of 1 ‘aint Cfeek, 
shale and sandstone and getting light shows of oil and gas. Surlat’e-oil was 
found on the Big-Sandy River, from its source to its itiouth, and in consiciiaalde 
quantities on Paint, Blaine, Abbott, Middle, John's and Wolf Crfoks. Large 
springs on Oil-Spring h'ork, a feeder ofPjunt Creek, yielded a lairrel a day. At 
the mouth of tlie P'ork, in i860, Lyon 8 c. Co. drilled a wi^ll two-hurulred feet, 

tapping three veins of heavy oil and re- 
tiring from the scene when the tale me 
pleasantness*’ began to shake up the 
country. I'he satne year a well was 
sunk onedumdred and-seventy feet, on 
the headwaters of Licking River, near 
the Great Burnhug Spring. Gas ami oil 
burst out for days, but the low price of 
crude and tire impending conflict pre. 
vented f urther work. W'hiil an tiinninera- 
ble array of nice calculations this crii«‘l 
war nip|)ed in the bud 1 

J. Hinkley bored twodnindreci feet 
in i860, on Paint Creek, eight miles 
above Paintville, meeting a nkdncli 
crevice of Ireavy-oll, for wirich there was 
no demand, and the capacity the w^el I 
was not tested. SaltdmrerH on n iimltl- 
NORTH-KASTKRN KKNTircKY. tudo of Htrcams hiid mucli diflictilly, fifty 

orsi xly years ago, in getting rid of oil tirat 
persisted in coming to tire surface. These old wells have been filled with dirt, 
although in some the oil works to tlie top and can be seen during the dry sen* 
sons. The Paint-Creek region had a severe attack of oil-fever In tS64“5. I Inn* 
dreds of wells were drilled, boats were crowded, the hotels were thronged ititd 
the one subject of conversation was ‘ * oil— oil— oil 1’ * Various causes, especially 
the extraordinary developments in Pennsylvania, compelled the plucky operiitom 
to abandon the district, notwithstanding encouraging symptumH of an itiif iort^iiit 
field. Indeed, so common was it to find petroleum in ten or fifteen coiiiilles tif 
Kentucky that land-owners ran a serious risk in selling their farms laTiire iKiriiig 
them full of holes, lest they should unawares part with pras|.HfCtlve tiibterritiiry 
at corn-fodder prices ! 

Tennessee did not draw a blank in the awards of petroleum- indiraiitinH, 
Along Spring Creek many wells, located in 1864- -^5 because of *%urlacc^hliott-4/* 
responded nobly, at a depth comparatively shallow, to the magic baicli of tli« 
drill. The product was lighter in color and gravity than the Kiiitiic:ky liramL 
Twelve miles above Nashville, on the Cumberland River, wells Iia\'e Im^cii piiiiiped 
at a profit. Around Gallatin, Sumner county, decisivts tents tleiiioiislnilrd the 
presence of^ petroleum in liberal measure. On Obey Cret'k, lAaitrcsn 
sufficient drilling has been done to justify the eKjmnution tif 11 rk'lt diHtricI, Near 
Chattanooga, on the southern border of the state, oil st*epagcnan‘ ** Imi iitiiiicr* 
Oils to mention.” The Lacy Well, eighteen miles south of the firatty, drlllctl in 
1893, is good for thirty barrels every day in the week. The oil k f€:ui|s-rior 
quality, but the cost of marketing it is too great. A ilmm wvlh iiru going 
down in Fentress, Overton, Scott and Putnam. Some fine day the tkliil wnvn of 
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ilrvrltififfifrit Hill fivrr llir rr-giutu with jinpnn'etl ajH 

I f'*|tii|iiiif’iii, atid ^kr ilir cMitiiitrva ralllitig- *’Hhi»w lur its 

iviitir allry * '** Sitrrlv .ili llir-ir ti|M»uiiii |4 writs, and i^rrasy 

tnraii ’-Mtiiir'lliiiiii. "T** a |irariiral tiiliiiaii, witu ktiuw^i liutii iVtiui a 

lu ^ ■i’wnilv i"*»tiiuirs ill Kiiiiiii'kv iiiHl 'rniiirHHrr arr MVraliui; ! " 

tliH} *i.»l mini. liMir i| 4 »‘ 

fir siilii* r Htir« *ir it|l' vii rlls IJm! “ 

i’kkiiig ti|i .1 tttilUtiii rtri'i-i ttf mi|i|wm5il in thti niicl WA 

iintrtTr Hlitiwi iiiiil iia fkatiirrJH Hii? igritmiiit i»c|uaitt*rH in rt’rntiu* 

liililti«lr*4 wi'fp thiitti t«.> ho rovt’iuio-tillict^rH on 

tlio trail iinyiiiishiiir'rs/* iiiakrtiiof tiiilaicril whisky wtTogi‘iH.Tally oalhal, 
liiiiii iiiio iiiirilimi iilliiniiii ii*yriiwly ohoiihhI iiroinatitro tiiiath on thi^i 
jialiirr. j, A- liir f4iiiTr?4sitil llnilta’ niioriitor* wont to Koiitucky in 

Ihr wiiilrf «*l to mi|w‘f iitlotiil llio hmiiig of lorrilory hif hln ftriii, Inawoon 
wliioli aiiil iiio lYontioo 4 iMiiliiiialioii at !i%'t4y firrnmlilo had boon inaugiimtod. 


lio itsiO'if It*- n ik*vornin.oiil iigoiit iind panmal tho word totho 
lawlr%»4 moiiiilaliirrfH. llio Hia'tiiid night of liw utiiy ii nhawor of IntllotH ritldlod 
Ihr wliidiiw* t\%%* ItMigliig hi tint In wlikh SiittiTlkld kyiiHloop! Ikiylight 
m%w lilsni to iliii fitllftMtl iil it imm ocllpsing Hlioridanli ridii to Win* 

rlirMirr# to **grl hark to tkuri , 

Ciinnti y / * * H liw’ii \¥m oiiiiittli for liliti ’ * 
t*» .04 till* largH ill wliomih ■ 

tliitll I'illrd oir ***| hit, 4 
Ttio glim iiiilirr dtt|tt*i tiiki Inin in tHi| 4 . 

Arriving lain mni iiiiiiirtky iil Mb , 

V^nmii, tli$5 rtitiiity-miat i*f ^ 

wiiiioi oftJiiitiiyyiiioriiiiigin* 

'Airs MmairmP 
A^kiiin wli4l lio iiiriiiiii fir lii!iiritit?d me 
thill llirrn iiirii wore tkiigliiif Ihmt ii int# 

III tilt rintri ’liintmi yard, lym lirtl by int In- 
fiitiatod iiitili tliirliig tli© iilglit nii wwpkkiii 
tif licirw-'^^lrallfig* **tltttitt|iiird*»tii4tiktiiin'* , 
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quaintance took Iho i)ains to say: “Wal, I oaa’t swar i'S he’s /.aokly, but Ian* 
year he wuz jedj^e ov a chicken-fi|^ht clown tor Si Mason's an’ wooalh ‘iin 
ever sence !” 

Kentucky vendettas have often figured in thrilling narratives IIUHineSH 
took me to the upiicr end of Laurel county <ine week. la’tigants, witnesses and 
hangers-on crowded the village, for a suit of unusual Intercast waHiieiiding before 


the “ ’squar.’* The principals were 
farmers from the hilly region, whose 
fathers and grandfathers had been at 
loggerheads and transmitted the quar- 
rel to their posterity. Blood had been 
shed and hatred reigned supreme. The 
important case was about to begin. 
Two shots rang out so closely together 
as to be almost simultaneous, followed 
by a regular fusikde. Everybody ran 
into the street, where four men lay 
dead, a fifth was gasping his last breath 
and two others had ugly wounds . The 
tragedy was soon explained. The two 
parties to the suit had met on their 
way to the j ustice’ s house. Both were 
armed, both drew pistols and both 
dropped in their tracks, one a cori>se 
and the second ready for tlie coroner It 



A. MocMTAti^ mmmrth* 
a few inoKtenti^, Relative aitcl adher- 


ents continued the dreadful work and five lives pakl the |M*iialty f>f 
able passion. The dead were wmpped in homed dankoti and cmrttiti itciitir* 


case was not cal led. It had been * * settled out of court. ’ » 


The spectators of this dreadful scene maiiifistod no uncoittnicni 

'' It's what might be expwied;* mhm4 
; ** when diem mountain 
fellers g ete wh.takey inside thimi they dtm* t 
^ • carefur mtUn* V* Within mi Iiourof die 

shooting a young mm stofifa^d me on tlu« 


strett"Comer, where stotid a witgon ctiir- 
bodies ♦* Kimml,** he went 
® ■'! tt> say, “Fve hkrd m yo** th* man 

^ Cousin 

wiifon, iin^ I Witnt yoter 

At Cmb Orclmrd, one Imatiiirul Sufi« 
^ tb© ckirk chatted with iitu on tlie 

^ hotel^porch. A italwart iitdivitltial «p. 
“a bicc;ii;r man 'n uen’ral oRANt/* proached and my com|*iinioii ^aciilatel : 
XT X • . , V ''^barkaMggiirroim^nCkm’ntlGraiil!'* 

Next instant <^1. Kennedy was added to my list of Kentucky acquaintanctw 
He was very affable, wished oil-operations in tlie ndghborhcKKi mceMa amf’ 
with characteristic Southern hospitality, invited me to visit him. After he left 
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ii»4 ihr rirrkj ill iitiriWi-r t«i itiy i.lrsirii t«» U*arn the liasin «*f greatjimH, 

riaivfly mtkl i * ‘ Why, hkn killtHl i*ight tiH’ii ! ** 

H«im» liiivr iirratiieii thrimi a|M>ii 

pfililirs I'lficl rc'llgitifi m'rm Htitpki wiireH, the negrocii inclining 

ftlriifigly ta llii:! |jittt*r. TItrir «pii»irtm «f pk*ty wern irxtrnmcly inconvenient at 
tiiiic^. Mtnvs nfn “tninh ttirctui' would bn circniliUcd and swnrniH of darkeys 
wtiiild flork tci the iiji|.w-ilntnd |ilnci% taking iiruvinkiiw for ii protratted siege. 
Nil iiiiitter If it w«:*r« tlin middle tif harvest and rain threatening, they drcip|>ed 
vvrrytliliig iiiid went In Ih^ invetlng. ** Doiint hniigimi dis niggah’s gwinc ter 
ItiHc lii.i4 Si ml fer nii kiad uv cow^fvetl** was tlm ccmcIuHlve rejoinder of a 

rolcirvd lifiiid to hli employer, who ImHonght him to stay and finfslj tin! haying. 

” III *lr Maiulrii eli^ry neiitlemiai Iim^ ter Hue hin 

R@v, Ckforge O* flamcsi tlie giftetl vvimgclkt, who resigneal a flve^thoiiHiind- 
dolliir i*rvsbyterififi pitstoram In Chiaigt) to assist Moody, was reared in Ken- 
tucky and lived near Stankird. lie would tniverne the country to, hold revi- 
vali, itiiylnf three to six weeks in a place. Illi |a*rsonid magnetism, rare elo- 
qutiiice, «ea1, fme education, Intemie fervi>r and catholic uplrit made 

hliii a wonderful pwer. Converti ho nnmimrisl by thotiiiinda II© preferred 
Ciilvnry to Sliial, the gentle pleiulingii of infinite mercy to the harsh tlmmts of 
€ndlei« torment Hl» daughter Marie, with the voice of a Nilsson imd the face 
©fit Madtoima, iicaimimnlid her father In hb wanderings, singing gospebhymni 
In ft iiwftiier that distmitml Sinkey and Iddllp Philll|3ii. Iler rendering of ** Too 
Fenmaded,** and **Only a Step to Jesus,** ©lectrilled and 
thrilled, the atidltors ti no itege-fong could have dont?. Rayrnon Moorefi 
Imi’kn^d verses had not bmx% written, yet th© boys called Miss liarnes ** Swt*et 
Miirle*^ ami thronged to th© |M?nltent-liench. lit© evangelist and lib daughter 
trleil to convert New York, hut the Tammany stronghold refustsl to Imdge an 
liirh. They Invaded England and enrolled lu>sts of recruits for Zion. The 
Prince of Walr*ii In said tt» have altended one of their meetings In the suburbs of 
London, Mr* Iliirnei finally propoHisl to cure diseases by “anointing with oil 
and laying on of hands.** His pink cottage iH-ciirnea refuge for cranks and 
crlfifilei and patients, until a mortgiigeon the premises was foreclostjd and the 
€|ttter iiggreg iitloii semttered to th© winds. 

Alhiiny, the county-fniat of Clinton, experienced a llamci revival of the ti|>- 
ti tp order, Huskies with Mitiiir Brentr., th© company’s attorney, Iiinded me In 
the co^y town on a briglit March forenoon. Not ii i^erson was visible. Shirts 
wefophiit and writer loungers idment. What could biiv© happened? Halting 
my 111 front of the hotel, nolaKly appi?iirt.!d. Ringing the ciualnt, olckfash- 
loneil Itell iittaclied to ft |xi8t near the jmmp, a kmc, Wt colored man shuiicd 
out of the !«tm. 

*♦ Pow’liil glad ter nm* ycr, Miwhh,** he mumbled, “ ii*l put up tie 
“miiere k the landlord^* 

“ Ik III© gouts ter llievtin*.** 

“ Will cliiiiier ntHin be ready?** 

*• Soon tile fotkses gits back frum meetin*.** 

“All right, lake gootl cure of the horses and PIl go over to the court-house. * 
“ No goial gwltt© clfir, dey’s at th© mcotin*,** 

It was true. Mr. Iliiriics wiw Imkllng three services a day iind the vllliagt* 
«iiiptit*d itiitlf to iot wltliiii sound of hk voice. For five weeks this kept up, 
lawyerit|wlttliolrtli*»ks, mrrchttnts locked their stores, womiin tlescrted their 
Itowm?# and youttf and old thought only of the meetinfs, I lartlly a iiniier was 
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left to work upon, even the village-editor and the disciples of Blacksttme jiunitig 
the hallelujah band ! No wonder Satan’s imps waited sadly:” 

“ And Uut blow iilinoKt killed futlierr* 

An African congregation at Stanford had a preacher black as the ace of 
spades and wholly illiterate, whom many whites liked to lu’ar, ** Ilrudders uit 
sistahs, niggahs and white folks,’’ he closed an exharlutuai liy saying “ <lar s no 
use ’temptin’ to sneak outen de wah ’tween de gocal l»awd an* de lila<‘k cli*!)hib 
’cos dar’son’ytwo armies in dis worl’ an’ bofe am aditin* elitTlasItiigly I So 
’list en de army ob light, ef yer want ter gib ole Satan er bhick eye an' not roast 
fureber an’ eber in de burnin’ lake whar watah-millions on ice am net^ber se’vtsl 
for dinnah !’ ’ Could the most astute theological hair-splitter have prt‘Sented the 
issue more concisely and forcibly to the hearers of the sable I Hdimstheiii’s? 

The first and only circus that exhibited at Burksville produced an Immense 
sensation. It was Bartholomew’s Equescurriculum,” with gymnastics and ring 
exercises to round out the bill. Bams, sliops aitd trees for mlk« bore gorgeiUis 
posters. Nast’s cartoons, which the most ignorant voters cotikl iincleratitm!, 
did more to overthrow Boss Tweed than the masterly editorkls of the Hew* 
York Times, The flaming pictures aroused the Cumberkmiers, IwmlredH of 
whom could not read, to the highest pitch of exi^ectatbn. Monday wn« die day 
set for the show. On Saturday evening count^’-imtrons Ixfiiiii to ciimp in the 
woods outside the village. A couple from Overton county, Tenne«ec?, iind tlieir 
four children rode twenty-eight miles on two mules, bringing food ft.ir three dnys 
and lodging under the trees ! A Burksville character of the stripe MIm Ophelk 
styled “shiftless” sold his cooking-stove for four dollare to get fundte to attend I 
“Alf,” tlie ebony-hued choreman at Alexander College, who built my fires and 
blacked my shoes, was worked up to fever-heat. “Befo* de ikwd,” li# 
sobbed, *^dis chile’s er gone coon, ’less yer len^ er helpin’ han* f Mah wife’s 
axed her mudder an’ sister ter th’ ci’eui an’ diir’s no munny ter tek® ’em m* 
mah sister 1” Giving him the currency for adml»ion dried the tmm 

and “pushedthem clouds away.” 

At noon on Sunday the circus arrived by boat frmn Nashville. Service wm 

in progrtw in um church, when an un- 
earthly sound startled the worihI|>|H?rs, 
The wall of a lost soul could not be more 
alanning, Simon Legree, sc’iirtfcl out of 
his booti by the mta:klng slirirk of the 
wind blowing through the fiottliMieck 
Gassy fixed in the garret knot^iole, hael 
numerous imitators. Again iiitd iigiitii 
the ozone wai rent and cTiic’ked niicl tihiv- 
ered. Tlie ccHigregatkui broke for the 
door, the minister jerkiiif out a Sim^rd- 
off l)enedictlon and retreiitirig with tlia 
re.Ht. A half-mile down the river a Imat 
was rounding the bend. A «teaiii*cullt* 
ope, distracting, dlicrordiiiit itiid 
l>elched forth ii torrent of |iiiriilyzing 
notes. Tim whole |x>|ittlfitioii wiii on tho 
bank by the time the Imnt ili i|f ml I1i® 
crowd watched the landing of the animals and belongings of the circus willi iin» 
flinching eagerness. Few of the surging ma« had mm a thtmtre, ii dmm, or 
a show of any sort except tlie Sunday-school Chri«teM» tW 
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wiTi* bound U) tukf in (‘very drtail and that Suitday was badly splintiTud in tlin 
j)ea<*t*l’ul, ortlurly snltb'inunt. 

With tlu' isirliusl slrt*ak of dawn tlu* uxtaUnnuiit was runewtid. Groups i>( 
adults and uhildrun, t)f all agt*s and and ('oinpluxions» w'urn on hand tt» .sur 
thi* tents put up. By eleven o’clock the town was pac'ked. A nierry-Ko-rcainch 
the hrst Kurksville ever saw, raked in a bushel of itickels. 'Flu* <*olle| 4 e <kanes» 
tics skipped, leavhii^ the !)renkrast’*dmhes on the tahk; atui the dinner to slutl for 
itself. A party of friends went wath me to enjoy the fun. Bi-side a gup iit the 
fence, to ltd wagotiH into the field, sat “Alf,” tlu* image of deHi)air. Innir 

weeping females— his wife*, sister, mother-indavv and ,sister»in4iiw errouched at 

his feet. As tnir party drew near he het-konetl to us and unftdded his tale of 
woe. ** IX?m foohwinnnin," he exelaimed l)ittt*rly, “lies clone spended de free 
dolIarH yer guv me on de flyin’diosses ! Dey woodif t stay off nohow aid mm 
dey caint nee de ci’cus 1 Oh, Lawd ! Oh, Lawd!" l*he purchase tif tickets 
poured oil on the troubled w'aters, 'Fhe Niobes wiped tluir eyt-s on their ji*an- 
aprons and ‘‘Richard was himself again.” How the antics td lluj ckwv ns atid 
the tricks of the i>anles pleased the motley assemblage 1 Buck b anshaw’’s ftnu* * 
ral did not arouse half the enthusiasm in Virginia Gity the first circus did in 
ilurksville. 

It was necessary for me to visit Williamsburg, the county-scat of Whitley, 
to record a stack of leases, Somerset was then tin* nearest mil wiiy»point and the 
trip of BBy miles on horseback ret|uired 
a guide. The arrival of a Northerner 
raised a regular commotion In the well- 
nigh inaccessible settlement of four-hun- 
dred population. The landlord of the 
publiohouHO slaughtered his fattest chick- 
ens and Ht*t up a bed in the front parlor to 
l>e sure of my comfort. The jailer’s fair 
daughter, who was to be wedded that 
evening, kindly sent me an invitation te 
attend tile nuptials. By nine o’clock at 
night nearly every busiuesH-man and oBi" 
did In the |>lace had calkd to bid nu* 
welcome. Before noon next day seven-' 
teen farmers, whose lands had been 
k‘itsed, rode Into town to greet mo and 
learn when drilling would likely begin. 

Each insisted U|w.m my staying with him 
II week, “ores much longer es yo kin,” 
anti fourb-cn tif tlu*m tirought gallon-jugs 
of apple;iat*k, tlmir own straight gtmds, for my acceptance I Hutb a rcreptbii 
a king might envy, because It was entirely unsdiish, hearty and sptmiiinetai?*. 
WlHiamfiburg has got out of swaddling-clothes, the riillwiiy putting it in loiicli 
vvilb tin* Italant t»f m*atkm. 

Tliirieen miles of land, In an unbroken line, tm a meandering stream, had 
lieen ticil 'Up, whli the exeefition of a single farm. Tlieoumt*!’ wm obdurate iintl 
refu«»e<i to lease t«i any terms. Often lands not regardetl fiivorahly m oil terrf 
lt»ry wi*re taken to secure the rightof-way for piiadlni*s, as tite leaseictniveyi^l 
inw fuivllt^ge. I driving past the stubborn farmer’s lamiesteud one afttnifsiii, Im 
wan €hop|>lng‘ wtaal In tltt* yard and strode to the gatt* to tfilk. 1 1» bright-evetl 
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daughter of four summers endeavored lo clamber into 1 !k‘ buKRy. i landiiiK the 
cute fairy in coarse jeans a new silver-dollar, freslt from the Idiilackdphia auut» 
the father caught sight of the shining coin. 

“Hev yo mo* ov *em *ar dollars about yo?*' he asketl. 

“ Plenty more.” 

‘‘Make out leases funny three farms an’ me an’ the <»Id woman 11 .sign 
’em ! I want three ov ’em kines, for they be th’ slic'kesl Demmycratic mt»uey 
my eyes lies sot onto sence I fit with John Morgan 1” 

The documents were filled up, signed, sealed and ilelivered in tilteeii min- 
utes. The chain of leased lands along p'anny Creek was intact, with flu* ” miss- 
ing link ” missing at last. 

The simplicity of these dwellers in the wihlerness wasetjuahsl onlv to* their 
apathy to the world beyond and around them. Parents kivetl their rliticireu nne! 
husbands loved their wives in a quiet, unobtrusive fashion. *bShe wn/. a bard- 
workin’ woman,” moaned a middle-aged widower in Fentress coiinly, telling 
me of his deceased spouse, “ an* she aliens wore a frock five year, iiiP »he bed 
’leven chiPren, an* she died right in com-shuckin* !” lie was not stonydiearted, 
but twenty-five years of married companionship meant to iiim jimt go ninny days* 
work, so many cheap frocks, child-bearing, c'ont-cake and bacon iilway^ ready 
on time. Among these people woman was a drudgCi who knew nothing of 
the higher relations of life. Children were huddled into the Iillls to triM*k gaine, 
to follow the plough or to drop corn over many a weary ac*re. Reading and 
writing were unknown accomplishments. Jackson, ” tlie great triiciltkin tif the 
uninformed American mind,’* and Lincoln, whose name the tumult of n mighty 
struggle had rendered familiar, were the only Presidents tliey had tw’cT h«iril of. 
“ Where ignorance is bliss ’tb folly to be wise” may be a Honiid jioetic^al m*n- 
timent, but it was decidedly overdone in ScaithHiastern Kentucky and North- 
eastern Tennessee so recently as the year of the Philadelphia Ct*nt«*nnliil 

Opposite the Hoveyand Carter wells in Clinton county lives ii portly tar* 
mer who “is a good man and weighs tw(>hundred-and«fifty pounds, ” lie Is 
known far and wide as “Uncle John” and hb wife, a pleasimt-fecfcl little ma- 
tron, is affectionately called “ Aunt Rachel.” A log<hurch ii mile from *' Uncle 
John’s” is situated on a pretty hill. There the young folks are marriecl, the 
children are baptized and the dead are buried. Thes ”June when 

services are held for a week, is the grand incident of the year to the people for 
a score ofmiles. In December of 1B93 Dr. PhillipH, of MtnUlcello, dfcive nie to 
the wells. We stopped at “Uncle John’s.” As we neared the liciiisi? a ilog 
barked and the hospitable farmer came out to meet us. Iklniid liiiii walketl a 
man who greeted the Doctor cordially, lie glamrecl at me, rwm^tltkm ,wm 
mutual and we clasped hands warmly. He was Alfred M«rni>% Ibmirrly <*iin- 
nected with the Pennsylvania-Con.solidated IjuicI-and-Pelroletitii-C'ifiiipaiiy ifi 
Butler and at Bradford. Fourteen years had glided away since we tiiei and 
there were many questions to ask and answer. He hinl been in the iielghlMir 
hood a twelvemonth, keeping tab on tal movements ami inclicatlutiH, Imping, 
longing and praying for the speedy advent of tlu' pctrf»letim-fiiillriiitii«* Wr 
pumped the Hovey Well one hour, rambled ovtir the hills lutcl until mid* 

night about persons and things in l*enn.sylvania, MtHthig hi so tireiiry ii plact*, 
under such drciimstanees, was as thorough 11 suriirim* ns Stanley b citeivery Vif 
Livingstone in Darkest Africa. During our conventiition regiircling foiight^sl 
portion of the county, oleak, sterile and altogether rcfMllimt, mdertecl liy a her. 
mit as his lonely retreat, my friend remarked : *■* I Imve heard tl»t the fMMir devil 
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was tnutblfd with rfuiorsc aatl, as a stul of ptMiaiuv, vowod to live as iu‘ar 
SluHvl as possibh* luttil he (Had !“ 

Tlu' sluice that iKnx* nu* from Moiitk*t*Ilo to I*uint Buniisidt* on my 
ward journry Htop|H*d half-way to takt* tip a countryman and an agfii womati. 
R(K)m was found inside for the latter, a stout, mothcaiy old ca’csiturt*, into wluwe 
beamin|»‘ face it did jaded mortals g:tHKl tti look. She said howdy'* to the 
tliree pasHenKcrs, a local trader, a farmer’s yomifi^ wift* and myself, sat tlown 
Solidly and fixetl her ga^e upon nn^ intently. It was t*vident the dear soul was 
fairly lairstini^ with impatience to find out aiumt tlu* stranger. Not a word was 
spoken until she could restrain her iiujuisitive impulse n<» longer. 

“ ^'o dtm’t liv’ eroun’ tlu‘se air parts?” she interrogated. 

No, madam, my home Is in Pennsylvania.” 

” Land sakt‘s 1 Ut* yt> om^ ov 'imi air ile«fellers ?” 

' ‘ VeS.” 

” Wal, I l)e orful ghul ter sta; yo !” uiul she stretched out her luttul and 
slunik mine vigorously. “ 1 lope yo’re right peart, hut yo* be a long way from 
fiome I Did yo see Lsm wells overthar hy Aunt Rachel’s ?** 

“ Oh, yes, 1 saw the wells ami stayed at Aunt Rac-liel’s tdl night." 

"I ain’t seed Aunt Rachel for niglni year an’ a half. My old man hed 
roornatiis and wu couldn’t get ter nieetln’ this sunmu*r. He se;< thar’s tie onto 
our farm. I he seventy-four an* him on 
the ruf bo my son’ndaw. Yo see he 
married, Jes.s did, my darter Hally an’ 
thii moved ter a place tha call Kansa.s. 

Thids hitt thar seventeen year att’ hessix 
chil’ren. Jess he cum back las* week 
ter see Ids fokest*s an’ he be takin’ me 
ter Kansas ter see Sully an’ the babies, 

I never seed ban things Jess calls cyars, 
an* he se^^ tlia ain’t drord by iu> boss 
nntlierl I wu/, ladn eight mile down 
liyar an* never wn/. frt an home more*n 
eighteisi mile, when we goes ter Jnm^ 
meetink Bin l he ter Monticeller six 
times,*’ 

Truly itii.H was a nattirid specimen, 

Imbliling over with kindness, iinspoileil 
l>v fitshlon and envy and frivolity iind 
superlkial pretense. Here was the 
ctamterpart of Howper’s luimtde hero- 
ine, who *• knew, and knew no more, lier Bible true.*’ The wliee/.y singe was 
brighter for her presi*iu:e. She bikl of lier family, Iter cows, iier |iigs, Iter s|iin- 
nliig luitl her maghhori. Sho lived four mile.s fnan the Cumberliiiul River, yet 
nc*ver waait to at*tj a steamboat ! When wo allghleil at ttie IlurnHide station iiiiil 
the train tlislusl up she lisiked sorely perplexed. "Jess" helped her up the 
stc*ps aiul the "cyars ” started. The whistle screeched, daylight viiniHhed iittd 
the train hud entered the tunnel below the depot. A fearful Hcrream pierced llie 
ears of the pasHengers. Tins good woman seventy-ftair years okl, who " never 
seed ’em things " bc*fore,wiis terribly frightened. We tried to reiwiitre her, liiit 
she tiegged to Im* let off: How "Jess " managed to get her to Kiiriiiis unfely 
may be Imagined. But what a story she would hnvi? to tell iil.Kiiit the " cynw" 
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and “Sally an’ the babies” when she returned to hvr quiet home after mrh a 
trip ! Bless her old heart I 

Although the broad hills and sweeping streams whk'h grtmped matty sweet 
panoramas might be dull and meaningless to tlte avtjragt* Kentuekiun of 
former days, through some brains glowing visions flitted. I wo mih’S .south of 
Columbia, Adair county, on the road to Burksville, a lu^ap of stones awl pieces 

of rotting timber may still be sts n. Fifty- 
five years agt)tiie man who owned the farm 
cemstnirted a huge whc*ek loaded with 
rocks of different weights on its strong 
arms. Neighbors jei*rt‘d and ndienhul, 
just as scoffers laughed at Ntuilds strk awl 
thought it w^cniklrf t he imirli of a sliowtT 
anyway. The lamr to start tlie tvli«.’e! ar- 
rived and its builder stood by. A r« w’k on 
®an arm of tlie structure slip|H»cl off imd 
struck him a fatal blow, felling him life* 
less to the earth ! lie was ii vktiirt t»f thts 
cra^e to solve the problem of Per|a*tuiil 
Motion. Who can tell wiint clreiiiiti itnd 
plans and fancies and struggles tumet this 
obscure genius, cut off at the inoment hti 
anticipatiKl a triumpli? 'Fho whtitd waa 
permitted to cmmhle and decay, nt> hit* 
i man hand toucliing It iiiori*. llie heap 
,, , » ' of stones Is a pithetlc itit»meiito of a sail 

tragedy. Not far from the spit Mark 
Twain was bom and John Bitch whittled out the rough mcMiet of the first 
steamboat. 

Riding in Scott county, Tenn^see, at full gallop on a rainy nfterftoon, a 
cadaverous man emerged from a miserable hut awl hailed me. TImi dlidtigu© 
was not prolonged unduly. 

“ Gen’ral,” he queried, “air yo tlf oilman friirn Iknnsylvaiiy ?“ 

“ Yes, what can I do for you ?“ 

“ I jes’ wanted ter ax ef yo know^d my cousin Jim !“ 

‘ ‘ Who is your cousin Jim ? ’ ’ 

“ Law, Jim Sickles 1“ I tho’t ez htiw ev^iybody knowkl Jim I He went up 
NoTh arter th’ wah an’ ain’t cum back yit. i£f yo see 1m tell Itti yo stfed rue ! “ 
A promise to look out for “Jim” satisfied the verdant ImckwiKKlHttiiifi, wlm 
probably had never been ten miles fnmi his shanty mid deemed “ up Nti’tli** a 
place about tlie size of a Tennessee hunting-ground I 

The South-Penn and the Iftirest ()ibCoin|mnk*s, bninches of the StiiiHiiird, 
have drilled considerably in Kentucky and TennesHee, somctlnies finding oil In 
regular strata and occasionally encountering irregttlitr formatiorw. M«rr oper- 
ating is required to determine precisely wlmt place to iismgii llnmr oti 

the beach as sources of oil-production. 



Pair women, pure Bouilxm anti men tticirfi plwrky, 

No wonder blue-grasis fblks m%m*m tlwriwelves liirky--- 
But wait till the oll4KK)m gm down to Keiiinrky ! 

Let Fortune atiume formn and fanciet Protean, 

No matter for that, there will rlae a Umd 
So long ai oil gladdeni the proud f 
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A HOLE IN THE (JROUND. 


The First Well I^rillich eor Fktroi^kiim—Tiik Men Who Startko oil on !th 
Trujmihiant March— c'<h.onel Drakh’h ()it<rati<}Ns— SKTT iNt,j History 
Eioht— H ow Titusvillis was Uoomeo and a (Jiant Indcstry Oruhnaticd— 
Modest Beoinnino OR THE (Jhkatkst Knterrrihe on Kartil-'Sidk Drop* 

PlNtill THAT THROW LkjHT ON AN IMPORTANT SDBJEC'T, 


“ Wits it i»t»t timr thnl shtmLl Jutwhf Itmut. 

“ Hi? who would got ut Iho konifl ntunt i mok tlti* Hholl/' --tHtiHtm. 

“ VVo ihould id loust do mmtotidng t<» hIuivv thnl wo huvt* livod." T 
*' I tiiivi? tiipittsl tho tuino," “/■' /.. 

’* Potfohmm has romo ttt ho King/’ /F. /L (imnim, 

“ It Im tiur mlssiori to idumiriatf' alt tToution.'" - AViAr*// Hmner, 

“IVll the truth or lfumi». hut take the trlok." -AAoA l\mm. 

** How (kr that Uttlo iittHllo throws his hoaiusl '' -Shnkmk^arf, 

** Bthold how great a twitter a little fire klndletlt.’* -.V/. m 5. 

“JudiftHd’ the sljie of the statue of Hercules Ihitu that t>r the foot," -■-/.fiO'w Pnrpirh, 




S BATURH certainly Hparctl no effort to bring 

I petn.)lonm into general notice iiges before 
" James Young maniifatUuretl paraffine'-oil in 
Si!OtUmcl or Banuiel M. Kier fireti-up his 
miniature refintTy at I*ittHhurg, North anti 
south, east and west the presence of the 
greasy staple was inanifestetl |MJsitively and 
extensively. I'he hump of a dromedary, 
the kick of a mule or tlie ruby blossom on 
a toper’s nose coukl lud lie mure u|)piirent. It 
bubidtsl in ftnuitaiim, floated on rivulets, es« 
cuihhI from crttvices, collet*ted In pools, blazed 
\ on tlie plains, gurgled down this mouiitiilns, 
clogged the ozone witli vapor, smelled iind 
si>uttered, trk’kietl and seeiKsd for thoiiminds of 
y«ri in vain attemidH to divert attetition towards the Atwrcc of thispriMlIgiil clit- 
pky. Mankind accei»ted it as a liniment anil luhrk*ant, gulped it down, riililiecl 
it in, imeiired It on ivntl never thought of seeking whence It came or how muc*li 
of it might be procures:!. I*AT*n after sa!t«-wells had |>roducecl tlie stuff none 
iilopptsl t > reflect that the golden grease must lie Imtirkoned far l>eneulh 
the earth’s siirfa«T% only awaiting release to liless the diillfirdi callous to the 
strongest hints respecting its lieadquarters. The dunce who heard Hyclney 
Hiiilt!i*H Kide-Hplitting story and sat as solemn as the spliinx, tHTimse he couldn’t 
m*e any point until thi^ next day and then got it heels ovit fiead, was less olitime. 
Flick was right In his little pliTisantry ; “ What fools these mortak bet” 

I >r. Abraham ticsner obtained oil from coal In and in 1S54 pitented iin 
illwininator styled ** Kerosene,” which the North Americiiii Keroieiie Gaslight 
Compmy of New York iimiiufectured at Its works on l^ng Island. The cxc#l“ 
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lence of the new li^ht—the smoke and odor wt‘re eliminated i^Tadiially t auml 
a brisk demand that froze the marrow of the animaboil industry. Capitalists 
invested largely in Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri <'oul-lands, saving the ex- 
pense of transporting the “ raw material l)y erecting <jil- works Jit tlie mines. 
Exactly in the ratio that mining coal was cheaper than catching whales mineral- 
oil had the advantage in competing for a market. Realizing this, men owning 
j6sh~oil works preserved them from extinction by matuifiicturing the mineriib 
product Young and Gesner had introduced. I'hus Samuel Dowiit^r^s half^mil- 
lion-dollar works near Boston and colossal plant at Portland wi‘rt* utili/eti. 
Downer had expanded ideas and remarked with charucteristic emphaHis. in 
reply to a friend who criticised him for the risk he ran in putting up an enormous 
refinery at Cor ry, as the oil-production might exhaust: “ The Almighty never 
does a picayune business !” Fifty or sixty of these works were ttirriing m\i cal 
from bituminous shales in 1859, when the iullux of |)etroleum ct)m|H‘llecl their 
conversion into refineries to avert overwhelming loss. Maine had oik‘, MasHa- 
chusetts five, New York five, Pennsylvania eiglit, Ohio twenty-five, Kentucky 
six, Virginia eight, Missouri one and one was starting in McKean county, near 
Kinzua village. The Carbon Oil-Company, 184 Water New Ytirk City, 

was the chief dealer in the illuminant. The entire petroleum^triiiic In 1858 was 
barely eleven-hundred barrels, most of it olitained from Tarentum. A sliipmenl 
of twelve barrels to New York in November, 1857, may in; corisiderecl the liegiii- 
ning of the history of petroleum as an illuminator. How the Imliy has grtmm ! 

The price of “kerosene’* or “carbon-oil,” always higli, advanced to two 
dollars a gallon ! Nowadays people grudge ten cents a galkm for oil vastly 
clearer, purer, better and safer 1 One good result of the high firkrci was itn 
exhaustive scrutiny by the foremost scientific authorities into nil the vartelte of 
coal and bitumen, out of which comparisons with petroleum devclopccl incident- 
ally. Belief in its identity with coal-oil prompted the investigations wltlcli llmilly 
determined the economic value of petroleum. ITofaiior B. Slllimiin, Jtim, I%»» 
fessor of Chemistry in Yale College, in the spring of 1855 concluded 11 thomugh 
analysis of petroleum from a “spring” on Oil Creek, nearly two miles Houtli of 
Titusville, where traces of pits cribbed with rough timber Btlll remiiinctcl mid the 
sticky fluid had been skimmed for two generations, ' In the course of his rc|Kirt 
Professor Silliman observed : 

“ It ii imderitood and rapreiented that this product txisti ta great ahutidancTe cm ilie proptrtyj 
that it can be gathered wherever a well is sunk, over a great number of aerta, ami that it b yiifallitig 
in its yield from year to year. The question naturally arise?!, Of what value k it In tlit art § iml for 
what uses can it be employed ?*•»"»* xhe Crude-Oil was trietl as a meaiit of IISmiiiiMtlcifi, Pur 
this purpose a weighed quantity was decamposed hy paislng It through « wroiii til ‘iron rvtori 
filled with carbon and Ignited to redneis. It produced nearly port carburMi^l giajhe 

roost highly illuminating of all carbon giies. In fact, the oil may lie regarded rticmteally 

identical with illuminating gas in a liquid form. It burned, with an inteiii# flam#. * * * Yho 
light from the rectified Naphtha k pure and white, without odor, and the rate of cofiiwwpitefi hm 
than half that of Caropheneor Rosin-Oll. • Compared with Cas, the tmw# 

light than any burner, except the costly Argand,coniuming two feet of gms |t«r titiiir. Thet« 
photometric experiments have given the Oil a much highor value ns an ilwfi I bid 

dared to hope. »** * *>» As this oil doei not gum or ks-ome add or raodd by It inm- 

sesses in that, as well as in iti wonderful rctlsianc© to ©stremeeold, litiilltfeifor a 

lubricator. * * *“ It i« worthy of note that my expi?rlfnf ntt |>rov« that nearly tlif »f ib# raw 

product may be manufactured without waste, solely by one of the mmt iif *|| rb««k*| 

processes." 

Notwithstandiiig these researchi«, which he spent five months in prow-aiting, 
the idea of artesian-boring for petroleum— naturally su^estwl by the oil In the 
salines of the Muskingum, Kanawha, Cumlatrland and Allegheny— never oc- 
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ctirrecl to the learned Profennor of Chemintry in Yale ! If he had bec*n the Yale 
with liickak BwiUting it five-hundred pounds to the f^ciuant inch* the 
iileii iiiight have been pummeled into the nuin of crucibles and lagnicnts I Once 
mtire was nature frustrated in tlu? endeavor to “bring out” a favorite t'hild. 
The faithful dog that attempted to draga fat manliy the seat of his pants to the 
rescue of a drowning master, or Diogeites in his i>rolractt*d <pK*st for an honest 
Athenian, had an easier task. The “spring” which furnished tlie material for 
HilHmaif s experiments was on the Willard farm, part of the lands of Brewer, 
Watstm & CcK — Kbene/,er Brewer and James Rynd, Pittsliurg, Jonathan Watson, 
Rexford Pierce and Idijah Newberry, 'ritusville—extensive lumbermen tJii Oil 
Creek, Thi*y ran a sawmill on an island Jiear tlie east bimk of tlie creek, at a 
bend in the stream, a few rods south of th(‘ laitmdary-line between Venango and 
Crawford counties. Close to the mill was the rustydooking “spring” from 
which the oil to burn in rude lamps, smoky aud cliimneyless, and to lubricate 
the circular saw was derived, 'fhe following document explains the first action 
retarding the care and development of the “spring.’* 

'* Agm«l thb fmirtli tiny ttf July, A.U, with J. O. Anglo , of (‘hmytrer Township, In 
thr Cimnty tif Vtjininga, Pn., Umt h« Hlmll ivpaii iti» uml kiH*{i in t»rtlt?r the* <iUl oil-Mpi ing tm iinni 
In staid CTiitrrytree ttiwnship. nr tUg ainl tnakt* unw sprlngH.nnd the Uj he tlt‘dtu.'ttnl tmt 

tif thi* prnctHHk uf the oil urul the haUinee. If itnv, to Ih» injually ttlvhU.Hl, ihi* tmo half ti* J. l>. 
Angler and th«* other Italf to Br®ww, Watmm Hi Co., for Uin full tinin of live ywirsi frrnti this date, 
If iirtifltahlit/* 

All paitiei iipied this ap‘eement, pursuant to which Angler, for many years 
a resident of Titusville, dug trenches centering in a basin frt)nt whicii a pump 
connected with tlie sawmill raised the water into shallow troughs tliat sloped to 
the ground. Small skimmers, nicely iidju.sted to skim tlm oil, collected three 
or four gallons a day, but the experiment did not pay and it was dropped. In 
the summer of 1854 Or ._P\ , I’k^Ji rower, st.m of tlm senior member of the firm 
iiwning the mill and “spring,** visited relatives at Hanover, New Hampshire, 
carrying with him a bottle of tlie oil as a gift to Professor Crosby, of I kirtmouth 
College. Shortly after Ceorgo H. Bisstdl, a graduate of the college, I'lracticliif 
law in New York witli Jonathan C#. Kvtdeth, while on a visit to HanoviT called 
to see Professor Crosby, wlio showed him the bottle of |KJtroleum. Crosby*s 
Hull induced Illssell to pay the exfienses of a trlji to inspec’t the “spring** and to 
Ilf ree, in caso of a satisfacttiry report, to organtjge a com|>imy with a capital of 11 
c|uarter«mlllioii dollars to purchase lands and erect such machinery m miglit la* 
r«T|uired to collect all the oil in the vicinity. 

luiridi fiww limit th«iir designs Itt their pliuju.** 

Complications and misunderstandings retardtKl mattew. Everything was 
adjusted at last Brewer, Watson & Co. conveyed hi feo*«slmple to Cteorge IL 
Ilissell and Jciiiiithim C#. IWeletli onodiundred-ambfivo at,:res of land In Cherry’ 
tree township, embracing tlie Island at tliojuncrtion of Pino Creek and (HI Creek, 
€111 wh|cli the mill of the firm and the Angler ditches were situated. The deed 
was formally executed on January first, 1S55. Evtthdh and Bbsell gitvo tliclr 
own notoi for the piirchiiio*money-*fivo-thouiand dollars-^k^ss fivtt-liunclrctl 
dolliirs paid in ciish. 'Ffio considemtion mentioned In the clecHl was twenty-five-* 
tlmmnd dollars, five times the actual sum, in order not to appear 8 ut!h a small 
fraction of tho total capital— two-hundred-imd-ftftydlwusaml tlolliirii— as to Injure 
the »k of stock. On December thirtieth, 1S541 lutklei of Incorporation of 
Tliii Feimiylvftnlii Eock«Oil*Company were filed in New Ytirk and Albany . The 
stock did not sell, owing to the prcMtration of the moncy-miirket and the fiict 
titot the compyay had teen orgatfi^ed in New York, by the laws of which state 
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each shareholder in n joint-stock company was liable for its cU*hts to the amount 
of the par value of the stock helield. New-Haven parties ai^reetl to subscrilH- 
for large blocks of stock if the company were reorgaaiised under tlie laws of (/oii- 
necticut Anew company was formed with a nominal capital of tfiree-lumdred- 
thousand dollars, to take the name and proi)erty of the one to t>e tlisstdved and 
levy an assessment to develop the island “by trenc'hing*' tnj a \vho!f*Hiile 

Eveleth & Bissell retained a controlling interest and Asliael llerpont, Jatiu H 
M. Townsend and William A. Ives were three of the Nev^dluven stoc'kholders. 
Bissell visited Titusville to complete the transfer. ( )n January si.xti'tiUh he and 
his partner had given a deed, which was not reconled, to the trusteen of the 
original company. At Titusville he learned that lands of ccirptirations tirgan- 
iiied outside ^o£ Pennsylvania would be forfeited to the state, 'riie new c’onipany 
was notified of this law and to avoid trouble, on S(*pteinher twentieth, 
Eveleth & Bissell executed a deed to Pierpont and Ives, who gave a bond for 
the value of the property and leased it fur ninety-nine years to a c'otnpany 
formed two days before under certain articles of association. It really Hi'cined 
that something definite would be done. The first oibcompuny in the history of 
nations had ^been organi:?{ed. Pierpont, an eminent meclianic, was Hcnt to 
examine the “spring,’* with a view to improve Angler’s madiinc*ry* .SillltiiatPfi 
reports had a stimulating effect and the Professor was president of thi*coiiitiany. 
But the monkey-and-parrot time was renewed. Dissensions broke tail. Angler 
was fired and the enterprise looked to l>e “as dead as Jiilhts Ciemr/* remly to 
bury “ a hundred fathoms deepP’ 

One scorching day in the summer of 1856 Mr. Bissell, standing lieiieatli the 
awning of a Broadway drug-store for a moment’s shade, noticed a laittle of Kier*» 
Petroleum and a ciueer show-bill, or label, in the window. It struck lilin m 
rather odd that a four-hundred-dollar bill-such it appeared— should be dlsiitayed 
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in thafmaniier. A second glance proved that it was an advortisenieiit > il" a sub- 
stance tliat concerned him deeply. Ha stepped inside and rwiiiesti d jsi iiimsiuii 
to scan the label. The druggist told him to “ take it along." For an hwt.mt In- 
gazed at the derricks and the figures— four-hundred feet ! A tliotight ilastieit 
imon him— bore artesian wells for oil ! Artesian wells ! Artesian wells ! rang 
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in his isu’H likt* tlu^ 'IVinity fhiiut‘H tli)vvn thu tlu* Ix-lLs of Lcnicloii Irllinir 

I Tick*’ Whitting'ltHi l«> ri‘turn (»r tho pihrtH-h >(' tlu* I lighhuulcTH at l.urknow 
Ttu? itUm that lUfiiiit HcMitudi was hum at lust. I‘atu*at nature must hav(* felt 
in the nu>f»d tu turn suinersaultH, blow a tin-horn and clanc’e tlu^ fanclangiK It 
was a slm|de tluuigtit aiusa to hort* u hole in thh rock with im frills and fur 
lielowH aiul fustiain Intt pregnant with astounding ec^istspusices. ft lias added 
untold inilHons to the wealth of the eountry and (*oidem*d hu'aknilahlt! benefits 
upon humanity. Tteday refined petroleum lights more tlvvidllngs in Amerira» 
Kurope» Asia, Afrim and Australia tlum all otfier agencies etmduneti. 

'fo put tlu‘ idea to the lest was Ihe iu'xt wrinkle. Mr. hAadelh agreetl with 
limseirs theory, "fheir first impulst* was to bort‘a well themselves. RelUs’tion 
eooletl their ardor, as this eourse would involve the loss of their practice for an 
uucerlainty. Mr. Itavens, a Wall-street broker, whom they consul ted, offeree 1 
them ftvediundred dollars for a Itnise from the Pennsylvania RoekAdiK'ompany, 
A ctmtract with Havens, by the tcTius of whic h he was to pay “twelve cents a 
gallon for all oil raised for fifteen years,” fmantdal reverses prevented his carry™ 
lug out. Hie idea of artesian iHiring was too fasennating to lie dormant. Mr. 
Toj^nmaid, president of the comtiany, SUIirnan having resigned, en^lc w ed 
lidwin L, I)rak% to whom In the darker tlays-of.its uKistc^mce he luul sedd two-^- 
lutmlrtsWollars^ wortli of his own stuck, to visit Uie |>roperiy and re|H)rt Ids 
ImpntMsions. Mrs. Brewer and Mrs. Rynd fiad not joined In the power-of-attor*- 
neyhy wldcdi the agent conveyed the Brewer^ Watson lands to the coinpiiny, 
hence they would entitled to dower in case the Imsl lands dies!, Drake was 
lnstruc:tc*d to return liy way of Pittsburg and procure their signatureH. IIIiush 
had forctsl him to c|ult work— he was c’onductor outlie New-Vork ik Newlfaven 
Kailroad -for some montlis and the opportunity for change ofair and seem* was 
embraced gladly, Shrt‘wd, far-seeing 'Pownsend, who still !ivt‘S in New 1 laven 
and has been creditt'd wltli ” the discovery” of petroleum, addresstsl legal docu- 
nuiUH and letUsrs to ” Colonel” Drake, no doubt supiiosing this w'ould enhance 
the importance! of his rc!prt!scntalive in the c-yes uf the Oil-Creek backwtKidstncn. 
Hit! military title stuck to the diffident civilian wliose name is interwoven with 
the great events of the nineteenth century. 

Stopping on his way from NewHaven tu 
view the salt-wells at Syracuse, about the 
iiilcidle of De<*i*miier, 1857 , Colonel Drake 
was trundhsl into Tltiisvilie---*- named from 
Joiiiitlmn Huis— oin the maibwiigon from 
Erie. Hu.! vitlagt^rs rcH*clved him cordially, 

I Ic lodged at ilia American I lotel, the home- 
like inn ” Hilly” Robinson, tlm first boniface, 
iind Major Mills, king of landlords, gendered 
famous by tiielr bountiful hospitality. The 
^.oM'^ciiraviiiwary was lorn down in i 88 o to 
furnish a «lto for the Dll Exchange. Drake 
stayed a few days to transact legal business, 
to exiimltu! the lands and the indicatioim of 
oil and to lieijoiito familiar with the general 
details. ErcK!eedlng to Plttslmrg, he visited 
tli«5 salbwolkatl'arcntuni, tlio picture of which on t\ier*K label suggested lairing 
for oil, and hastened hack to Connecticut to conclude a scheme of o|a*rntliig the 
proimrty. On December thlrttetli the three New-lliiveii dlrcctom cxitaitcd a 
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lease to Edwin li. Bowditch and ICdvvin L. Drake, who were to pay the Pennsyl - 
vania Rock-Oil-Conipany “ livt‘-aiul-adiair cents a gfdlon for the oil raised for 
fifteen years.’’ Eight days later, at the annual meeting of the directors^ the 
lease was ratified, George H. Bissell and Jonathan Watson, representing two 
thirds of the stock, protesting. Thereupon the consideration v%*as placed at 
'^one-eighth of all oil, salt or paint produced. ” The lease was sent to F ratiklin 
L^and recorded iu Deed Book P, page 357. A sui»pleinental lease*, extending the 
time to forty-five years on the conditions of the grant to I lavcrns, was recordecl. 
and on March twenty-third, 1858, the Seneca Oil-Company was organized, with 
Colonel Drake as president and owner < )f one-f< irtieth of the * ‘ stoc'k. * * Ko sti »ck 
was issued, for the company was in reality a partnership wc^rking tinder tlie kuv s 
go verning j oint-stock associations. 

Provided witli a fund of one-thousand dollars as a starte*r, Drake was engageti 
at one-thousand dollars a year to begin operations. Pairly in May, 1S58, he nntl 
his family arrived in Titusville and were quartered at the American lltilel, which 
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boarded the Colonel, Mrs. Dnike, two children a^d 11 iHirsii for six •dollar-* 'aiii I 
a-half per week I Money was scarce, iirovisiunH were cheap find file 
put on no esetravagant airs. Not a pick or shovel wiw to be liaci iii miy «ttirr 
short of Meadville, whither Drake was obliged to send for tln^e iiHcriil to*»K' 
Behold, then, ''the man who was to revohitkmizo the light of tlie woild/* lit** 
mind full of a grand pur|X)se and his pockets full of amh, siiiinfy lit 

the comfortable hostelry. Surely the curtain would simui rlsu mill tli«t tiraifiia 
"A Petroleum-Hunt” proceed without further vextilloiii dekip. 

Drake’s first step was to repair and start up Angler's of 
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troughs aud skittunors. By tlu.* t*nd of Junt* ho had dug a sliallovv well on the 
islund and was saving ten gallons of t)il a day. I le found it dhlicult to get a imw- 
ttc*al “ horer‘* tt> sink an nrtt‘.sian-welL In August he slapped two lairrels of oil 
to New liaven and bargained for a steam-engine to furnish power for drilling. 
The engiite was not furnished as agreed, the borer'* Dr. Brewer hired at BittS' 
burg hiicl antither contract atul oi>erationH were HUS|,)ended for the winter. In 
February, 1H59, Drake went to I'arenlum and engaged a driller to come in 
March, The driller failed to matt*rialii?e and Drake drove to larentuin in a 
sleigh to IfiHSo another. V. N. Hianes, who wan cleaning out sall-wells for 
PeterHon, informed him that the tools were mntle by William A. Smith, whom 
he might bti able to secure for the job. Smith accetited the oiler to manufacture 
tools and bore the well Kim Hibbard, favorably known in Franklin, was dis- 
patched with his team, when the tools vvere compleletl, for Smith, his t\vt»sons 
and theoutllt. On May twentieth the men and tools were at the spot selec ted 
for the hole* A “ putttpdiouse*’ had been framed and a derrick built. A room 
for “ boarding the hands” almo.st joined the rig and the sawmill. 'Phe acc^om- 
panying illustriitbn shows the well as it was at first, witli the original derrick 
enclosed to the top, the “grasshopper walking-beam,” the ” liuardingdunise” 
iind part of the mill-slied. “ Uncle Billy” Smith is seated on a wheellairrow in 
the foreground. Hii sons, James and William, are standing on either .side of 
the ” |Himp»house” entrance. Back of James his two young sisters are sitting 
on a hoard. Elbridge Ixick stands to the right of the Smiths. ” Unde Billyhs” 
brother Is leaning on 11 plank at the corner of the derrick and his wife may l>e 
discerned In the doorway of the “boarding-house.” This interesting and his- 
toric picture has never been printed until now. The one with which the world 
ii acquainted depicts the smmd rig, with Peter Wilson, 11 Titusville druggiit, 
lacing Drake. In like manner, the portrait of Colonel Drake In this volume is 
from the first photograpli for whidi he ever sat. The well and the portrait are 
the work of John A. Mather, the veteran artist and Drake’s host anTriend, who 
ought to receivft? a i>enHlon and no end of gratitude for preserving “counterfeit 
l>reHentments” ofahostof iHitroleum-'Icenes anci ixsrsonages that have piiHsed 
from luortiil sight. 

Delays and trllndatlons had not retreated from the tteld. In artt?slan 4 ioring 
It is necessary to tlrill in rm’k. Mrs. C danse’ sokbtime cookdKaik gained rdete 
rity t>y starting a recipe for rabbit-pie : “ First catch your hare. “ The iirinciple 
iipplkes to iirtcHlan-drilling : “ First ciiteh your rtK:k.” The ordinary rule was 
to dig a pit or wdbhok* to the rock and crib it with timber. The SmilliH dug 11 
few feet, Inti the hole filled with water and caveckin persthtinuly, It was a by, hi « 
tteietniish betwwn three men and what Htow <jf Clirard he was llarnuiipH hob 
«t wff advance agent— wittily termed ' ‘ the cussedtiess tb’ inaniniale things. ’ ‘ I1ie 
latn*r mm ami a council of war was summoned, at wliich Diake rei oitnnmdcd 
driving an ionetube through the clay and (luicksaud tr* the roek. l ias wa ^ 
effediml. t'oIont 4 Draki* slunikl have patented the poH*t*NS, which hk 
<‘Xf‘lusivi* device and decfdedlj valuable. The p!|M.* was driven thirty-six feet to 
hard-pan mid the drill started on August kairteenth. Tlu* workmen averaged 
three feet a day, rcHtlng at night and on Huiulays. lntlit‘ations of oil wt*re imi 
as the tools pierced the nK2k. Everybody figured that thf» w<?ll would hv down 
It^ the Tanaitnin level in time to celebrate CItrisItniw. The c*otnpaiiy, tired ol 
repeated postptateinmtH, did not deluge Drake with money, laming speetila* 
tiiiiiH and sickness had drained hli own meagre savings. K, D. Fleiclier, the 
well-known Titusville merchant, and Peter Wilson endorsed Ills pit|>i*r for sh* 
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hundred dollars to tide over the crisis. The tools pursued tlu* downm-artl rosid 
with the eagerness of a sinner headed for perdilit)n, while expectiitioti stood on 
tiptoe to watch the progress of events. 

On Saturday afternoon, August twenty-ei|thth» 1859, the well had reached 
the depth of sixty-nine feet, in a coarse sand. Smith and his sons concluded to 
'‘lay off’' until Monday morning. As they were about to quit the drill dr4)p|>ed 
six inches into a crevice such as was cohimon in salt-wells. Nothing was lliought 
•of this circumstance, the tools were drawn out and all hands actioumed to Titus- 
ville. Mr. Smith went to the well on Sunday afternoon to see if it had moved 
away or been purloined during the night. IA‘ering into the hole he saw fluid 
within eight or ten feet. A piece of tin-spouting was lying outside. He plugged 
one end of the spout, let it down by a string and pulled it up. Muddy water? 
No ! It was filled with petroleum ! 

“ The fi.sherman, unassisted by destiny, conld not eateh f»»h in the Tigris/* 

That was the proudest hour in “Uncle Billy” Smith’s forty-seven years’ 
pilgrimage. Not daring to leave the spot, he ran the spout again and again, 
-each time bringing it to the surface full of oil A straggler out for a stroll 
.approached, heard the story, sniffed the oil and bore the tidings to the village. 
Darkness was setting in, but the Smith boys sprinted to the scene. When 
‘Colonel Drake came down, bright and early next morning, they and their father 
were guarding three barrels of the precious liquid. The pumping apparatus was 
adjusted and by noon the well commenced producing at the rate of twenty 
ban'els a day I The problem of the ages was solved, the agony ended and 
petroleum fairly launched upon its astonishing career. 

The news flew like a Dakota cyclone. Villagers and country-folk flocked 
to the wonderful well Smith wrote to Peterson, his former employer: ** Come 
quick, there’s oceans of oil !” Jonathan Watson jumped on a home and gallo|>ed 
•down the creek to lease the McClintock farm, where Nadtanael Cary dlfiped oil 
.and a timbered crib had been constructed. Henry Potter, still a citfien of Titus- 
ville, tied up the lands for miles along the stream, hoping to inter«t New York 
-capital. William Barnsdall secured the farm north of the Willard. Ckaage II. 
Bissell, who had arranged to be posted by telegraph, bought all the Penniylvnniii 
Rock-Oil stock he could find and in four days was at the well He leiwtHl farm 
■after farm on Oil Creek and the Allegheny River, regardless of surlace-intlieii- 
tions or the admonition of meddling wiseacres. 

The rush for property resembled the wild scramble of the children when Ih© 
Pied Piper 'of Hamelin blew his fatal reed. Titusville was in a wliirlfiiad of 
•excitement. Buildings arose as if by magic, the hamlet lM*mme 11 boroiigli and 
the borough a city of fifteen-thousand inhabitants. Maxwi*ll Titus wild lots at 
two-hundred dollars, people acquired homes that doiildwl In viiliie mid speriilii^ 
tion held undisputed sway. Jonathan Titus, from wliom It was iiaiiird, livetl m 
'Witness the farm he cleared transformed into “The tjiieen unfed for itn 
tasteful residences, excellent schools, mmiufactories, refineries and urihv impu- 
lation. One of his neighbors in the bush was Samuel Kerr, whone m»ti Mirliarf 
■went to Congress and served as Speaker of the House. Many cmterpi bliig iiini 
■settled in Titusville for the sake of their families. They piived tbr 
planted shade-trees, fostered local industries, promoted culture iind tirlirvwl lit 
public improvements. When Christine Niliion ciimptural iixtrcfidmitdn^d 
well-dressed, appreciative listenem in the Parshidl Operndfotw, lltit 
•songstress could not refrain from saying that she never mw an io kern 

to note the finer points of her performance and so clKiTimliiiitliig lii itn fi|ipliui«e» 
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“ I'raisc from Sir Iluburl is j)raise intU*c‘(l " and tin* ronipliment of tin* Swedish 
Nighlini;alc eomprrsscsl a vvholi* fnc*yel(»|)cdia into a snutfiu't*. 'fitusville has 
had its ups and downs, hut Ihfrt* is no more desirahlt* plane in the Statt*. 

“ Aiild Ayr, wham nt‘’i*r a l<»wu Hiirj>n»,Mcs,” 

Matches are su|)posed to he made in Heaven and tin* inspiration that k*d to 
the choice of siu'h a site for tin* future city ituist have* been derivetl from the 
same source. Healthfulness and Insiuty of location attest the wisdom of tin; 
seU‘Ction. h'olks don’t have to climb precipitous hills or risk life atnl liml) 


MAIN stKaia\ TM‘Usviu.n, in iHdi, 


t:rossiiig railway-tracks whenever they wish to exercise their hist nags. Driving 
is It favorite pastime In fine wt*nther» the leading tlioroughfares ofttai reminding 
strangers of Central Park on a coaching-day. Main, Walnut and Perry streets 
are lined with treijs and residences worthy of Pliiladelphia or Ilaltimcire. Com- 
fortable homes are the crowning glory of a community and in tins respect Titus- 
vllle does not require to take a back-seat. Near the lower end of Main street is 
Ex-Mayor Ciiklweirs elegant mansion, built hy Jonathan Watson In the days of 
his prosperity* Farther up are John Fertlg’s, the late Marcus llrownsoiPi, Mrs, 
David Emery^i and Mrs, A. N. ITrriiPs, PTimklin S. Tarbell, a former resident 
of Rouseville, occuplei an attractive house. Joseph St*ep, wlio has ma changed 
an lotailnce the halcyon period of Parker and h'oxburg, shown hk faith In the 
town by building a homo that would adorn Cleveland’s arktocratlc! Pluclkl 
Avenue. The host Is the cordial Seep of yore, quic:k to niukt? a |Miint and not ii 
tdt backward In heli'iing a friend. David McKelvy, whom everybody knew In 
the lower olWklds, remodeled the Chase homeiteiul, a symphony In red brit'k. 
Close by Is W. T. Schelde’s natty dwelling, fmkhecl In a style tHdItlIng tlie ex* 
superintendent of the National-Transit Pipe-Lines, Byron l b Benson— he clk*cl 
in 1889— nine tlm« elected president of tlie Tidewater Pipe-Line -Com|«my, 
lived on the corner of Oik and Perry itreeti* Opposite it John L, McKinneyk 
luxurious residtiice, a credit to thelBieml ownt*rand the city, J. C. McKiit* 
miy’s is **one of thts fineit/’ Jam^ f^rshall, W. B. Stemitt, O. D. Harrington# 
6 




70 


SKE7rmt:s m cEunfuni. 


J. P. Thomas, W. W. Tbomi>son, Charles Archhoki aiul ImruIrrciH nuirr vrvvivd 
dwellings that belong to tlie pjilatial tribe. Dr. RobtTts-^ he’s in tiu* iTinelery 
— had a spacious place on Washington .street, with the costliest stable in si*v«‘n» 
teen counties. E. O. Kmerson^s lu>use and grounds are tlie aclniiralion of 
visitors. The grand fountain, velvet lawius, smooth walks, trt»|iit'al |ilants, 
profusion of flowers, mammoth conservatory and Mareclial-Niel rtisednislies 
bewilder tlie novice who.se knowledge of floral afliunH sto|W at butkaidiole 
bouquets. George K. Andenson—dead, too —construe* ted this deiighlftil retreat. 
Col, J. J. Carter, wliosa record as a military oflicer, inerclniut, railroad president 
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and oil-operator will .stand iim|)ection, has an 
ideal home, purchased from John D. ArchiMild 
and refitted throughout. It was liuilt iintl fur 
nished extravagantly l>y Daniel Cady, once a 
leading sjnrit in the business and social life of 
Titusville. Pie was a man of Irnfaming pres* 
ence and indomitalile pluck, the c!onfidiirit of Jay 
Gould and “JinP’ Idsk, dashing, iiHsmlfitlve iiiicl 
popular. F'or years whatever he touchiiti sei!mecl 
to turn into gold and he computed his dolliirs by 
hundreds of thousands. Days of adversity over- 
took him, the splendid home was Ha<*rlllca?d niid 
he died poor. To nmn of the stamp of Watsoni, 
Anderson, Abbott, Phnery, Fertig and Ciidy 
Titusville owes its real start In the cllnic^tioit of 
greatness. Much of the froth and ftime of former 
days is missing, but the banter elemeiiti liavo 


•eliminated, trade is on a solid basis and important mitnufactun^s hiive 'l>tetn«tiil>* 


lished. There are big refineries, Holly water-works, a race-track, litlbgmwficls, 
top-notch hotels, live newspapers, inviting churches and a lovely ctmetitry In 
which to plant good citizens when they pass in their checks. Pitgrimi wh«^ 
expect to And Titusville dead or dying will l>e as Imdly fooled the lover whose 
girl eloped with the other fellow. 


Unluckily for himself, Colonel Drake took a narrow view of afiiim Com- 


placently a.ssuming that he had ** tapped the mine*’— to fpiiite his own plirasr-* 
and that paying territory would not be found outside thtH*ompany’s Fuse, lie 
pumped the well serenely, told funny stories and st?cured not tmo foot of gn aifiil ! 
Plad he possessed a particle of the projihetic instinct, ha<l he gras|ii*«l the niagiti • 
tude of the issues at stake, had he appreciated the imiKirtanciM^f prioiicuiii ii 

commercial product, had he been able to an inch bcymitl lim mm\** In* 
would have gone forth that August morning and IntiHum* ** Master of the tHl 
Country !” • 'The world was all before him where to chmme,'* he wiih litcriillv 
"monarch of all ha surveyed," hut he didn't move a peg! Honey mm not 
needed, the promise of one-eighth or one-<iuarter royally satirfyiiig tin* 
going farmers, consequently he might have gathered In iiiiy tiuaiilllv tif litnif 
Friends urged him to "get into the game he rejecteci their ctitiiciid itiitl never 
realized his mistake until other wells sent prices skyward and it %vm cvcikHtiiigh 
too late for his short pole to knock the pemimmons. Yet tlik In tin? iiutii wltoiti 
numerous writers have proclaimed " the ‘discoverer nl f * Hiiifn 

without number it has been said and written and printed ttiiil lie wm ir-^l 
man to advise boring for oil, " that " his was the first mind to i*«inrrlvt* tin* lilm 
of penetrating the rock in search of a larger deiKwit of oil ilutii wvw dmmtml of* by 
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any tnu;,’" that “lui alone unlocked one of nature’s vast storeliouses” and “had 
visions of a revolution in lii^cht and luhrication.” Considtirin^ what Kier, Ft‘ter- 
son, lUssell and Watson had done years before I )rake twer savv - perhaps ever 
heard of a drop of petroleum, the absurdity of these claims is “so plain that 
he who runs may read.” Couple with tliis his incredible failure to secure lands 
after the well was drilled wholly inexcusable if he supposed oil-operations 
woukl ever la; important— and the man who thinks Colonel Drake was “the first 
man with a clear conception of the future of petroleum” could swallow the fish 
tliat swallowed Jonah ! 

Above all else history should be trutliful and “ liew tt) the line, let chi|)s fall 
where tliey may.” Mindful that “the a^ent is but the instrument of the princi- 
pal, ’ ’ why should Colonel I )rake wear the laurels in this instance ? Paid a salary 
to carry out BisselPs plan of boring an artesian-well, he sfumt sixteen months get- 
ting the hole down seventy feet. Fora man who “had visions” and “a clear 
conception” his movements were inexiilicably slow, I I e encountered obstacles, 
but salt»wells had been drilled hundreds of feet witliout either a steam-engine 
or professional ‘ * borer. ’ ^ The credit of suggesting the dri ving-pipe to overcome 
the quicksand is justly his due. Quite m justly the credit of suggesting the 
l>oring of the well belong to George H. Bissell. The company hired Drake, 
Drake hired Smith, Smith did the work. Iktck of the man who possesstd the 
skill to fashion the tools and sink the hole, back of the man who acted for the 
company and disbursed its money, back of the compimy itself is the odgiimtor 
of the idea these were the means employed to put into effect. Was George 
Stephenson, or the foreman of tlte shop where the “Rcn^ket” was built, the 
inventor of the locomotive ? Was Columbus, or the man whose name it bears, 
the dismverer of America? In a con vernation on the suliject Mr. Bissell 
remarked : “ Let Cokmel Drake enjoy the pleasure of giving the well his name ; 
history will set us all right.” So It will and tins is a step in that directioti. If 
the long-talked-of monument to commemorate the advent of the petrtdeum»era 
ever be erected, It sliould bear in boldest capitals the names of Samuel M. Kkr 
luul George 1 1 . Bissell 

Edwin L. Drake, who is linked Insejmrably with thq first oil-well In Penn- 
sylviinia, was born on March eleventh, 1B19, at Greenville, Greene ctamty, New 
York. Ills father, a fanner, nioved to Vermont In 1825. At eightetm Edwin 
left home to begin the struggle with the world, lie was night-clerk of a 
running laftiwecni Btifthlo imcl Detroit, worked one year on a farm in the Wolver* 
ine state, <‘U*rkt»d two years in a Michigan hotel, returned east and clerked hi a 
<lry-gotHlH store at New Haven, clerked and iiiarried in New Ytak, reintwed to 
^lasmwiiusftts, was express-agent on tlie Boston ^ Allmny railrimd and rc'Hlgtwtl 
in 1H49 hi become conductor on the New-York 81 New-IIaveiu His younger 
brother died in the west and his wife at New Haven, in 1H54, leaving one rhihl 
Whlh; boiirding at a luftel In New Haven ha met Jiinum M. Ttmaisend, wltc» per^ 
HuadecI him to tlraw his savings of two-hundrtd dollars from the bank and buy 
stoc^k of the Pennsylvania Rock-OiHYimpimy, hb first c<mnec!tlon with the bust** 
ness that was to make him famoui. Early in 1857 he married Mwh lanira Dow, 
Hii*kneHS In ttie summer compelled him to cease punciilng tickets atul hk memo- 
rable visit to TitiisvllUt ftitlowed in December. In b« was eletlml jtwtlc‘i»- 
of tht»4>eiict*, an oflke worth twenty-fmehundred dollars that year, becwiseof 
the mmrmous number of property-transfers to pre|Mire and iickiiowletlge. liny- 
Ing oil oil commlsskm for HhelMin Brothers, New York, swelled ids Itiftime to 
flve^llioiiftancl dollars for a year or two. Ha alto tiongtil tw^eiity^ftve mnm of 
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land from Jonathan Watson, east of Martin street and throui^li thi‘ wnlvr of 
which Drake street now runs, for tvvtKhousand cU>llars. I hiahh* to met ulie 
mortgage given for part of the payment, he sold tin* hlcH*k in I h . A. D. 

Atkinson for twelve-thousand doflars. Forty times this sum would iiol hav«* 
bought it in 1867 ! With the profits of this transaction ami his savings ft»r t’m* 
years, in all about sixteen-thousand dollars, in the summer of iKfij lailtnirl 
Drake left tlie oil-regions forever. 

Entering into partnership with a Wall-street broker, lie wrec'ked his sitiall 
fortune speculating in oil-stocks, his health brokt* clown and he removed Vei 
mont. Physicians ordered him to the seaside as the only rcitiedy fi »r fit’% disease, 
neuralgic affection of tlic spine, which threatened paralysis of tlie liiidis and 
caused intense suffering. Near Long Brandi, in a cottage offered by a fi iench 
Mr. and Mrs. Drake drank the bitter cup to tlie dregs. Hieir funds were ex 
hausted, the patient needed constant attention and helidess cdnlclren t ried for 
bread. The devoted wife and mother attempted to cum it |>itlance wilit Iter 
needle, but could not keep the wolf of hunger from the tioor, Medicine for the 
sick man was out of the question. All this time men in the region the I hake 
well had opened to the world were piling up millions of cioOars ! One day In 
1869, with eighty cents to pay his fare, Colonel I >rakti stnigglcd Irito Nnw York 
to seek a place for his twelve-year-old boy. The errand wiiii fniltlciii. The 
distressed father was walking painfully on the street to the rallvviiy-slallon, to 
board the train for home, when he met Martin of TiUiHvilk%iifterw’ard» 

proprietor of the Hotel Brunswick, Mr, Martin macd hii forlorn coiidltloii, 
inquired as to his circumstances, learned the sad story of nctiial priviilion, |ir«» 
cured dinner, gave the poor fellow twenty dolliirs and cheered him wllli the 
assurance that he would raise a fund for his relief. Tim prcitiiko was rt*dwtiirti. 

At a meeting in Titusville the case was stated and forty-two hiiiidred dollari 
were subscribed. The money was forwarded to Mm, Drake, who liti^bitiidcd it 
carefully. The terrible recital aroused such a feeling that tlie in 

1873, granted Colonel Drake an annuity of fiffeen-hundred dollars cinriiig hk life 
and his heroic wife’s. California hud set a gcH>d exiimpkt by giving ftoloiicl 
Sutter, the discoverer 9f gold in the mill-race, thirty-fiw-hniiilred dolliirsn yrni , 
The late Thaddeus Stevens, **the Great Commoner/* hearing tfi;il Drake wm 
actually in want, prepared a bill, found among his itfler dentil, liiteinl- 

ing to present it before Congress for an approprktlon of twieltninlri*ib4iid.fifl|^ 
thousand dollars for Colonel Drake. In 1870 the family removed to llrtlilrliviii, 
Pennsylvania. Years of suffering, borne with mibllnie reulgtiiitltni, rlwril oit 
the evening of November ninth, 1881, with the mtmm of Kdwiit I t lr4k« from 
this vale of tears. A faithful wife and four diiklren mirvlvnl tlir |iiirolrtitii« 
pioneer. They lived at Bethlehem until tho spring of 1895 ami llifit to 

New England. Colonel Dmke was a man of pronounred iiitilvkiti4lii)% iilkiblr, 
genial and kindly. He had few stq>erk>m m a ilory«ti*lk‘f , m tilirr run iimmi ii» n 
swore, and was of unblemished character Ho wore a full k*iirtk 
liked a good horse, looked every man straight in tlio fat‘omid lik ikik ryr*, 
sparkled when^he talked. Gladly ho laid down the heavy fiiirdcfi of 11 k 
ered life, with its afflictions and vlclsiitudet, for the iif lln? gravr, 

“ Since every man wh»livts I* toft mill© • ♦ ♦ 

Like pilf rinw to tht appointed plm*# wt i«iii :» 

The world’i «n Inn, and tlmth the joamey’* 

George H. Bissell, honornbly identlfietl with the tMlruletim 
from its inception, was a New-Hamtwhire twy. Thrown U|wi» his «wti r« 
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at twelve, by the death of his father, he j3:ainecl tHliuMlion and forttme unai^ded. 
At scluK)! arul colle^;-e he sup|)ortetl himself by teaehiiH;’ and writing for maga- 
zines, ( h’atluating from Dartmouth ('ollege in i8.j5, lu‘ was professor of (ireek 
and Latin in Nt>r\vieh t hiiversity a .sh(»rt tinu‘, went to Washington and C'uba, 
did etlitorial work for the New Orleans />( 7 ia and was chosen superintendent of 
tlu^ public schools. ImtKiired health h»r(*ed him to return north in 1853, when 
his comu'Oion with tH-troUaim iH'gati. hVom 1859 to 1863 lie n‘si(k‘d at hVanklin, 
Venango county, to be near his oiLintercsts. 1 li* operated largely on Oil Creek, 
on the Alh‘glieny river and at h'ranklin, where lu^ ereclt'd a barn‘l-factory. He 
removed to Now York in eslablislu'd tlu* Bissell Bank at Bt‘troleum Centre 
in 1866, developed oil-lands in Ikani and was promimsit in linaneial cinies. His 
wife died in 1H67 and long since lie followtsl her to the tomb. Mr. Bissi*ll was 
a brilliant, scholarly man, positive in his convictions and sure to make liLs influ-* 
enc i* felt in imy eommuuity. His son and daughter nside In Ni‘w Yrn’k. 

*' I’uH'i • <,HH> tfw 

’riiv fluwri iiiK itiv Sujiuutn'r* .lolotl ntoMiKth. 

*rhv Hnhit Atauuui failijaj 

AuU t otu hiUinK Wintei fotiU’H al Innl 

Atal HluttH the nrear " 

William A. Smith, born in butler cmmty in tSis, at the ajfe of twelve was 
n|)premicc*tl at Freeiiort to learn blacksmithing. In 1H27 he went to Ilttsburg 
and in 1842 opeiual u lilacksmlth-shop at Salina, below Turentum. Samuel M. 
Kier employed Iiitn to drill sail-wells and mimufacture drillingdcHili, Afit^r fin- 
ishing tlie Drake well, he drilled in various section.^ of the oibregions, retiring 
to his farm in Butler n few years prior to his death, on October twenty-third, 
1890. “ Uncle Billyd’ ns the boys aflectionatc?ly called him, w'us no small facior 

in giving to mankind the illuminator that enligfitens every tpmrtm* of the glola:. 
'Hu* farm lie owne<l in 1*859 and on which he died proved gtnid territory. 

Dr. hYaiu'ls B, Brc*wer was Dim in New Ibrmpshirt*, stiidted medicine in 
Philadelphia and practiced in Vi‘rmont, His father in 1840 purehased several 
thousand acres of land on Oil Creek for lumhering, and the firm of Brewer, 
Watson iS: C<s was promiUly organized. ( )il from the. *bspring’* on the island at 
the mouth tif Pine Creek was scut to the yotmg physician in 1848 mul used in hb 
|irac*tice. He visited the locality hi 1850 and was admitted to the firm. Upon 
tin* taanpletion of the Drake well he devotetl lus time to the extensive oil-ope- 
rations of the |Mtrtm*rsltip for four years. In 1864 Brewer, Watstm Ik Ct>. hcjUI 
the Imlk of their oil4erritury and llie doc*tor, who had settled at Westfield, 
Clmuiautiua. county, N. Y., instituted the first National Bunk, of which Ih? was 
liioHen |>residcnt. A man of solitl worth and solid wa‘alt!u he has served as a 
Member of Assembly and is deservedly respected fcjf integrity aiid benevtileiiee. 

Jonathan Watson, wlmse crmnectiun vvillt ptarohnim gtH^s Imck tothebegiii« 
ning « »f dtA'chipments, iirrivedatTitusvilh* in 1845 to manage the lumlierlng and 
mertimtile lmsinc*HM of Ins firm. The hamlet contained ten famllieH and tlnve 
Hton^s. t)vvr and wild»turkeys abounded In the wshhIs. John Robinson w*a*i 
ismtiuaster and Ri*v. (..#eorim f>. Ilampon the only minister. Mr. Wiiisonbi 
views of ptdroltHim wa.‘re of tlie liroadc^st and his transactions the boldest, fie 
hasttaietl ti » secure lands when oil appeared in the I )rakt.i well At eight o’clock 
on that historic Klontlity morning lie Htotnl at Hamilton McClhifockb door, 
rt‘solvt*d to buy or lea*ie his tliree-hundred-acre farm. A lease wi« taken iirid 
othtTH along tlie stream followed during the day. Brewer, Wiition Co. ciper-' 
iited on ii wholesale scale tint!! 1864/ after which Wnteoti cotitlntied itlotie. 
poiirt*d upon him, lie erettoi the finest residence in Titusville, Iiivlslit^l 
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money on the j^rouncls and stocked a fifty-thousand tiollar t’onstTvatory with 
choicest plants and tlowers. A nuUit>n tU)Ilars in golil he is creditetl u ith put- 
ting by for a rainy day.” He went miles ahea<!, l^ought hu^c blocks i»l latitl 
and drilled scores of test-wells. In this way 1 h‘ barely misseil opening the Brad 
ford field and the Bullion district years befcire these prcHlialivt* st-<1iiins were 
brought into line. His well on the Dalzell farm, Ik-troleum Vvnitv, In iHTh), 
renewed interest in that quarter long after it was sui>pose<I to !»e siickr«i dry. 
An Oil-City clairvoyant indicated the spot to sink the hole, proinisiiig a three 
hundred-barrel strike. Crude was six dollars a barrel and Waist ni rt‘atlily 
proffered the woman the first day’s production ftir her servic<*H. A check tor 
two-thousand dollars was her reward, as the well yielded threediundied am! 
thirty-three barrels the first twenty-four hours. Mrs. Wats<ai was an ardent 
medium and her husband humored her by consulting the “spirits** ticcasionally. 
She became a lecturer and removed to California long since. Hie Ihir uf Wat- 
son’s prosperity ebbed. Bad investments and drydioles ale inhi liis splendid 
fortune. The gold-reserve was drawn upon and HjHtnt, Hie beaiillfiil lunne 
went to satisfy creditors. In old age the brave, hardy, indefatigable oil pknieer. 
who had led the way for others to acquire wealth, was Htrlpped of lii^ |HisHes 
sions. Hope and courage remained. He operateci at Warren niicl reviverl 
some of the old wells around the Drake, wliich iiflbrded liiiii siit»lsli*iice. 
Advanced years and anxiety enfeebled the itiilwart finite. Ills steps flittered, 
and in 1893 protracted sickness dosed the busy, eventful life of Itie itiiiit who, 
more than any other, fostered and developed tlie petroletitn 4 ndustr>% 

“ I nm m a WBvd 

Flung from the rock, tni oft*a«’s ff-mm tn iiill 

WUcro’er the surge ttmy «woep, the un»i|i«t‘*i l»rralh 

The Drake well declined almost imperceptibly, yielding twchf Iwrrt'h it day 
by the dose of the year. It stood idle on Hundiiys iind for it uerk iti t h’cember, 
Smith had a light near a tank of oil, the gas from which ciuigfU hr«? 4111I Ininirti 
the entire rig. This was the first “oil-fire ” in Ptnmsylvatiia, but it was dcHtiitrd 
to have many successors. Possibly it brought liack vivitlly to Coknw'l Drake 
the remembrance of his childish dream, in whidi he line! lik brtillicr had hcI a 
heap of stulible ablaze and could not extinguish the lliuites. Ilk itwllicr inter- 
preted it : ” My son, you have ^et the world on ftreW 

The total output of the well in 1859 was under eightiHJii-littfiilrml bitrrtdi. 
One-third of the oil was sold at sixty-five cents a gsilkin for nhipiiiciit to Ptuti. 
burg. George M. Mowbray, tlie accomplished (“henikt, who citiiie to Tlliisvilltf 
in i860 and played a prominent part in early refining, a tlionmitil 

barrels in New York. The well produced moderately for two iir titreti 
from the first sand, until shut down liy low prices, whIdi madti it riiiiitiiri lo |^y 
the royalty of twelve-and-a-half cents a gallon. A compromliu wm t?llertecl In 
i 860, by which the Seneca Oil-Company retiiineci a |>iirt «>f llio Iittifl m feci and 
surrendered the lease to the Pennsylvania RcK*k-C)II*Cani|iiitiy. Mr, lllsidl 
purchased the stock of the other shareholders in the latter roiitpwiy for fifty* 
thousand dollars. He drilled ten wells, six of which for inontlw ylrldril elgliiy 
barrels a day, on the tract known thenceforth m tliti firiit, w?iliiig it 

eventually to the Original Petroleum-Company. The Drake wm dn^f^iiieil to 
five-hundred feet and two others, drilled beneatli tho roof of the Stiwtiilll In 
1862, were pumped by water. 

The Drake machinery was stolen or mattered piecenwiik In J. Ash* 
baugh, of St, Fetersbuig, and Thomas O* Donnell, of Foxburg, ♦muivcyetl th« 
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lU’glecltHl cU*rri('k and tm^iru-dumst* to iht* Centennial at Philadelphia, believing 
(i-owtls would wish to look at the inementt)es. The exhil)ition was a li/.7Je and 
the lumber was carted oil* as rulibislu Kx-Senator Kmery saved the drilling- 
tools and ht5 has them in his private museum at Bradford. They are pigmies 
compared with the giants of to-day. A man could walk away with them as 
readily as Samson skipped with the gates of Gaxa, Sandow and Cyril Cyr done 
up in a single package couldn’t do that with a modern set. The late 1 )avid 
Idnery, a man of heart and bruin, contemplated reviving the old welb-the land 
had come into his possession— and bottling tlie oil in tiny vials, the proceeds to 
be applied to a I >rake monument He put up a temporary rig and pumped a 
half-barrtd a week. Death interrupted Ins generous purpose. Kxce|)t tliat the 
trees and the saw-mill have disappeared, the neighborhood of the Drake W'ell 
is sulmtantiullv tlie same as in the days when luml)ering was at its height and 
the twoduindred lu)nest denixens of Titusville slept without locking llteir ckKjrs. 


t,iKmTION ASn »imaoUNttIN(m of this ukakh wkll in 1897. 

Inhere is nothing ti> suggest to strangeni or travelers that the spot deserves to be 
remembered. I low transitory is human achievement I 

William Banmdall, Boone Meade and I lenry R. Rouse started the second 
well in the vicinity, on the James Parker fann, formerly the Kerr tnic*t iind now 
the home of Ex-Mayor J, H. Caldwell. The kication was north and within a 
throw of the Dnike. In November, at the depth of eighty feet, the well 
was pumped tliree days, yielding only five barrels of oil The outlook had *in 
indigo* tinge and operations ceased for a week or two. Resuming work in 
December, at one-hiindreikind-sixty feet indications were satisfactory. Tailing 
was pwt In on PTbruary nineteenth, 1S60, and tlie well responded at the rate of 
filly barrels a day I In the language of a Hoosier dialt*t!t«p«»et : ** Things wins 
geltiif Iiiter*re«tln* V* William IL AblKitt, a gentleman of wealth, reached 
lltusville on F«*bniiiry ninth and Imught an Interest In tlie Parker trmd the same 
month. DavklCrimsley’# well, a short distance south of the Drake timl the 
third finished on Oil Creek, began pumping sixty barrels a day on iVlarch ibiirtli* 
lawal dealers, overwhelmed by iin *k*mbiirrassment of riOies,’* <*ciuld not han- 
dle such n glut of oil ^k!heflUn Brothers arranged to markt*t It In New Ytirk. 
h1fly-hix4howsand gallons from the Bamsdall well wero sold for seventeen- 
thousand tiollars by June first, liSo, J. IX Angler contracted to down 

ii hole*^ for Brewer, Watson ^ Co., In a pit fourteen feet deep, dug anti rrihbed 
to garner oil dipfKal from ih© ** spring** on the llamllton-M<<llnli«*k fann* 
Piercing the rock by ** Imnd-powar** wm a tedious process. Detaank^r of tMo 




76 SA7rrc 7/KS' L\ r 7v7 7 

dawned without a symptom of greasiness in the vvelf frcan whirh wiaiclrtnis 
results were anticipated on accoimtof the “spring."’ One tfay’s haiitl’^pymping 
produced twelve barrels of oil and so much water that an engine was ret|iiirec l to 
pump steadily. By January twentieth, i86i, the engine was pulling anti file well 
producing nioderately, the influx of water dimiinslnng the }ielcl tal. 'Hirse 
four, with two getting under way on the Biu'hanan farm, north tlit» Melliti 
took, and one on the J, W. McChntock tract, tlie .site t»f Befrok*iitii C’etitre, 
summed up all the wells actually begun on Oil Creek in 1859. 

Three of the four were ** kicked down” by the aid id* spring-pulrs, as wne 
hundreds later in shallow territory. Tliis method aflbrtlcd a nuale tif devt'lufi 
ment to men of limited means, with heavy nuisdes and light pinm’s. iiillmugli 
totally inadequate for deep drilling. An elastic pole of ash hickory, twelve 
to twenty feet long, was fastened at one end to work over a ftticrurin Tt» the 
other end stirrups were attached, or a tilting platfi>rm was secured by whit li two 
or three men produced a jerking motion that drew down the |ioh% its ekisliciiy 
pulling it back with sufficient force, when the men slackened ttnir hfilcl, to nihe 
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the tools a few inches. Thu prijicii)lu ru.suinlilud that <if lit.* itumlt.' .1 

sewing-ntachine, operating which moves the luieclte tip ntui ilowii. Th« 
were swung in the drivingpipuortho ‘'conductor"— jt wootlcn titlw wgid ttr 
inches square, placed endwise in a hole dug to the r<«-k~ and iixed by n rojs- to 
the spring-pole two or three feet from the workmen. 'Iliw Htn.kt>H wi^rw rnpi.l 
and a sand-pump— a spout three inches in diameter, with a hlitgetl tHtttt»nt«i|H'ti 
ing inward and a valve working on a sIldlng-nKl. Homewlwt in the m.uiner ot 
a syringe— removed the borinp mainly by sm king them Into the H|»..Mt its H 
was drawn out quickly. Horse-power, in its gmwml fcaitirri |ir«^fT«dy tli«» kiiitl 
still used with threshing-machines, was the next step forward, Sie.mi-tiiytii* ^ 
employed for drilling at Tidioute in September of 186.., reiliiti-d |;ds*r mid 
expedited work. The first iwle-derricks, tweiUy-llve to thirtydive {is-t high 
have been superseded by structures that tower seventy-tw.i to ninety feet. ’ 
Drilling-tools, the chief novelty of which iirti the ^ 
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biifH itiuving: within ntluT— havt* iiuTfiiSfcl from two-lmiulrf<l poimds to 

tliroe-tluniHuiu! in woighu (n*org’n Smith, at Rotiseville, for^xn! tlie hrst slool- 
linotl jars in nS65, fur 1 1 , laa) Nelson, hut the steel could not he welded firmly. 
Nelson also adopted the “ Ileasantville on the MeacU* lease, Rouscnhlle, in 
iBri6, dmeardiu^ the Cirasshopper.’' In tiu* former tiu; walkini^-heam is fast- 
ened in tile centre to the “samson-post,” with tme end attached to the rods in 
the well and the other to the lianchwheel crank, exactly as in side-wheel steann 
laiats. (k*orge Kiich, of Kmt Sandy, Pa., patentetl munerous im|in>vetnents 
on |nimplng-ri^H, drillingdools and gas-rigs, for which lie asked no remunera- 
tion. IViinitive wells fiad a bore of tliree or four inches, half the present size. 
To exchule Hurfiice»water a seed-hag”— a leather-hag the diameti-r of tiie hoU* 
was tie<! tightly to the tubing, filled with flax-seed and let down to the proptT 
di‘|ith. The tt»p was left open and in a few hours the flax swelled so that the 
space lietweeii the tubing and the walls i>f the well was impervitms to water. I )rin“ 
ing ** wet lioles” was slow aiul uncertain, as the tools were apt to break and the 
cliances of a paying well could not he decided until the faunp exhausted tlu‘ 
water. It Is surprising that over five-thousand wells were sunk with the rude 
appliances in vogue up to tH6B, when ”ca.sing”— a larger pipe inserted ustially 
tt) the top of the first siind**«-was introduced. This was the greatest Improvt*- 
ment ever devised In oil-developments and drilling has reaiited .sueh perfection 
that holes can be put down five-thousand feet safely and expeditiously. Devicers 
multiplied as experience was gi-uned. 

Tlie tools that drilled the Banmdall, Crossley and Watson wells were tlie 
handiwork of Joniithnn Ia>ck, a Titu.sville hlack.Hinith, Mr. Lock attained his 
algitty-third year, died at Bradford in March of 1B95 and was Iniried at Titus- 
ville, tile city in which he passed niucli of his active life. He wasu worthy type 
<if the IntelligisU, iiulustrious Ainericun nux*JianicK, a class uf men to whom 
clvili/ation is indebted for uimuinhered comforts and conventenceH. Jtihn Bryan, 
who built tlu* first HU*am-engine In Warren coun- 
ty, started the first foiuulry and Machlne-sliop in 
< )ll«U»m and tirgani/.tsl the firm of Bryan, Dilling 
flam &Co., hegiui the nmnufacture of tirilling- 
tools in Htusville in tHfk). 

C lf ilte partners In thi? second well William 
lliiriisdiill survives. He has lived In Titusville 
sixty dour years, served as mayor and tipemted 
extensively. If is son ThetKlore, wito pumped 
wells on the Parker and Weed farms, adjoining 
the IlaritHdiill homestead, is- among the largest 
and weiiithlest I'lroduceni, Cnmley’s sons re- 
iiuilt the rig III thi*ir fatlier's well In 1H73, drilled 
the holt! clt*e|ier and obtained conslderalde oil. 

Other welts iirtHim! the Drake were treated sim- 
ilarly, piiyliig a fair profit. In 1875 tliis spas- 
itiodk: reviviil of tlni earllt?st territory died out* 

Machinery was rtaimvecl and the derricks nittecl. jonntliim Watson, in ililf, 
<lrl!led shallow welts, cleaned out several of the old ones find awakened brief 
interest in the rriidk! of developments. Gai hurntef and wdli pumping, thirty 
years iilltrr the first strike, seemed indeed strange. Not & trace of tliese r©|>eat#tl 
<i|ieratioiw remains, I 1 te Parker and nedghhoring fiirms north-w^<«t and north 
«^f I1lu^vlll« proved clisapiKiintiitf, owing to the tibiencii of the tlilrd mud, 
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which a hole drilled two-thousand feet by Jonathan Watson failt/d to reveuL 
The Parker-Farin Petroleum Company of Philadt‘Iplua hou^^dit the land in iKCij 
and in 1870 twelve wells were producing moderately. West ant! soutlewc’st tin* 
Octave Oil Company has operated profital)ly for twenty yearn and Chiiri li Rnii 
has produced generously. Probably two-hundred wells were sunk iilMive IIIuh- 
ville, at Plydetown, Clai^pville, Tryonville, Centerville* Riceville, Lliirolnville 
and to Oil-Creek Lake, in vain attempts to discover juicy territtu y. 

Ex-Mayor William Barnsdall is the oldest living pioni‘er of lltusvilk. Kc»t 
only has lie seen the town grow from a few liouses to its present proportions, 
but he is one of its most esteemed citir.ens. Born at Biggleswade* Bedforclslilre * 
England, on February sixth, 1810, he lived there until i%i, when he rarne to 
America. In 1832 he arrived at what is known as tlic English Setlktneiil, st’vni 
miles north of Titusville. The Banisdalls founded the settlement, 11 

brother of William, clearing a farm in the wilderness that tin n coveretl the 
country. Remaining in the settlement a year, in 1833 Willutm llarrisdiill aiiiie 
to the hamlet of Titusville, where he hm ever since re.sicled. He eHtaldlshetl a 
small shop to manufacture boots and shoe.s, continuing at the business until tlie 
discovery of oil in 1859. Immediately after the com|)Ietk>n of tlie Drake itrlke 
he began drilling the second well on Oil Creek. Before tlib well proclwcecl oil, in 
February of i860, he sold a part interest to William H, Alibott for ten-tlioummcl 
dollars. He associated himself with Abbott and James l*iirker itndi early In 
i860, commenced the first oil-refmery on Oil Creek. It was sold to Jomithiiti 
Watson for twenty-five-thousand dollars. From those early days to the presetil 
Mr. Barnsdall has been identified with the pnxluctlon of |>etrolcum, At the 
ripe age of eighty-seven years, respected as few men are In any coinniunlty and 
enjoying an unusual measure of mental and physical strength, he ailmly itwiilts 
'‘the inevitable hour.’’ 

Hon. David Emery, the last owner of the Drake well, was for many yetiriit 
successful oil-operator. At Pioneer he drilled a numl>er of prime wells, tbllow 
ing the course of developments along Oil Creek. He orgimked the Octiive Oil^ 
Company and was its chief officer. Removing tc,i Titusville, he erected 1:1 fine 
residence and took a prominent part in public affiiirs. His purse was ever of ieii 
to forward a good cause. Had the Republican jmrty, of which he was aii iic live 
member, been properly alive to the interests of the Common weiilth, he would 
have been Auditor-General of Pennsylvania. In all the reliitlons and iliilic'i of 
life David Emery was a model citizen. Called hence in the vigor of itiilwart 
manhood, multitudes of attached friends cherish hk memory ii» that '‘of iiiir 
who loved his fellow-men. ’ ’ 

* Bom in England in i8i8, David Crosslcy ran away from home iiiiil ruiiir to 
America as a stowaway in 1828. He found rcliitives at Palcrittai, R awl 
lived with them until about 1835, when he bound himmdf ijut to Icarii bliirk^ 
smitliing. On March seventeenth, 1S39, he married Jane Aktoii iiiiil in ilie 
winter of 1841-2 walked from New York to TilUHville, walking ba«k in lit** 
spring. The following autumn he brought hm family tt» llitmvilliv hiir a it w 
years he tried farming, but gave it up and went back to Iik trade tiiitil 
when he formed a partnership with William Bamndall, William IL Abliotl itiitl 
P. T. Wltlierop, under the firm-name of Crossley, Withcrop & iiiid 
drilling tlie third well put down on Oil Creek. The well y^m r«iiii|ilrlrd tut 
March tenth, i860, having been drilled one-hundrmbitnd-forty wiiii it hprliig '> 
pole. It produced at the rate of seventy-five hiirrck pcT day for ii wiiori tiiiii*, 
The next autumn the property was abandoned on account of titclliiii in imuliic- 
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tioii. In 1H65 CniHslry Ixuiglit tnU his pari ners and drilltHl tlin vvt'll lo a (U‘iHh 
livi-hundrnd aiul fifty iVn*!, l>ul again abandoned it beea use of water, in nSyj 
he ami Ins sons drilled utlter wells upon the same proi^erty and in a short linn* 
luul so reduetsl tlie water tliat the inva'stment beeaine a paying one. in 1873 he 
and William Barnstlall and utln*rs drilUal the first produeing well in llu‘ Brad 
forcl oilditdd, llis health taihal in 1H75 and lu* died on October tdeventh, iHHu, 
esteemed by all for his nianfmeSH and integrity. « 

Z. Martin, who balVifauled Drake in his sad extremity, landed at Titusville 
in MarOi t»f tHbuand pumped the Ihirnsdall, Mead Rous(‘ well on 1 ‘arkerfs 
flat, the first well in C'rawford county tluil pro- 
duretl oil. In t86t he went to tlu* C'Iap[» farm, 
above Oil City, as suiierintendent of tlu^ Bosttni 
Rock ( til (‘ompatiy, only thret* of whose eigle 
teen wells were (laying vt'utures. 'I'he (anniiany 
tpiitting, Martin lanight and shi()ped crude to 
Pittsburg for Brewer, Burke ^ Co., traveling t(> 
the wells oti iiorselmi'k to secure oil ft>r Ihs 
fjoats. He bought tin? Eagle I Intel at Titus- 
ville in iH6a, conducted tt two yanirs and sold 
the? btiildtng to C. V, Culver for bank-purj loses 
Mr, Martin resided at 'ritusville many years and 
was Avidely known as the cH(ialde landlord of 
tlte palatini Hotel Brunswic'k. He was tin? ito 
tlnuite friend of Colotiel Drake, Jonathan Wat- 
son, Cieorge I L Bissell atid the (ibneer operators 
on { hi Cheek. His son, L. L. Martin, is running 
the Connnefcial Hotel at Meaclvlllt*, where the father makes his luimt*, young 
in everything but years and always pleased to greet liis oil-region aet(uuintances. 

‘Phus tlawned tlu* (letroleum-day that could not be hidden under myriads 
iif bushels, 'flu* refiort of the Drake well traveled from (ireenland's it*y 
mountains** to “ Imlia’s cural stramls,*' (’ausing unlimited guessing as to the 
puHslhle tiutcome. Chude (letroleum was useful for various things, hut a farmer 
who visited the newest wondi*r hit a fresh lead. Begging a jug of oil, lu' pane 
ly/.ed Colonel Drake by observing HH bestrode oil; “I'liis’ll he durned good 
tew spread onto buckwheat-cakes!’* 

Ilisliop Simpson ottco delivered his Itu-tura on “Atttericiut Progress,*^ in 
wlilcii lie did not immtion petroleuin, iH'fure an ininierisirWashiugttin aiKlience. 
ITesident Lincoln heard it and said, a.s he and tlie elcKpient siieaker «*ame out <if 
the hall : “ llbhop, you dkhf t * strike ile’ 1” 

When the Iliirnsdall well, on the Ikirker farm, yiruduced Itardly any oil from 
tiitf first rintl, tlie canning iVIayor of Titusville quietly dindiecl tlie argument in 
favor of drilling it deeper liy remarking ; It’s a long way from the liottom of 
that lioki to Cdfma and Pm liound to bore for tea-leaves if wt don’t get the 
grease sooiier !*' 

** Do latwd thinks htm|'m oti Pennsylvimy, ” said a colored exhorter in Pitts* 
iHirg, **fur Jes‘ e/. wliak*s U gettln* sca’ce he pints outeii de way fur Kunnd 
I Iraki* tt*r ‘sc'oveh petroleum I” A solemn preacher In Crawford county held a 
different opinion, One day lie tramped into Htusville to relieve Ids burdened 
iitiiid. 1 1 w cornered I Irake on the street and warned him to quit taking oil from 
llio grotitid. **I>o yon know,’* he hissed, *Hhiit you’re interfering with the 
Altitliliiy Creator of tlw unlveime ? God put that oil in the bowek of the earth 
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to burn the world at the last day and yon, poor worm of tlu^ aro trvini: to 
thwart His plans !” No wonder the loud ('h(*ck in tin* ('olmu l’s liarrecl panta- 
loons willed at this unexpected outburst, wliich Hrake often lenoniilffl uilh 
extreme gusto. 

The night “Unde Billy” Smith’s lantern ignited tlie tanks at the I Hake 
well the blaze and smoke of the first oil-fire in Pennsylvaifta aseeiulfd high. A 
loud-mouthed professor of religion, whose piety was ot the braiul that iiretit ti 
dose watching in a liorse-trade, saw tlie sight and st'umpered to the hills stanil- 
ing : “ It’s the day of jiulgnient !” How he j>roposeti tt> dodge llie reekoning, 
had his surmise been correct, the terrified victim could not i*xplain when hb* 
fright subsided and friends rallied him on the st'are. 

The Drake well blazed the path in thi; wilderness that set |ietrolenin t»n Its 
triumphant mardi. This nation, already the most enlightened, was to hr tlie 
most enlightening under the sun. An Atlantic of oil lay lH*iu‘ath its fret. 
America, its young, plumi) sister, could laugh at lean Hurope. War ragrtl and 
the old world sought to drain the republic of its gold, 'riu* United Stiilrs vx- 
ported mineral-fat and kept the yellow dros.s at home. Petn iknini Wiin rrowiied 
king, dethroning cotton and yielding a revenue, within ftuir Draki**H 

modest strike, exceeding tliat from coal and iron comhtnetl f Talk of Odlfor- 
nia’s gold-fever, Colorado’s silver-furore and Banu^y Barnattfs Ciiflir iiiiinia. 

American petroleum is a leading article of commerce, rec|nirifig tiiimlrecl*i 
of vessels to transport it to distant lands. Its refint?d pnaluf^t m kitowri nil over 
the civilized world. It has found its way to every part of I*a)ft»|Mi and the 
remotest portions of Asia. It shines on the western prairie, liurm In the liomeH 
of New England and illumines miles of princely wiirehoUHes in tin,? greiil cities 
of America. Every wlicre is it to he met with, in tim Levaril and the C>rk?nt, in 
the hovel of the Russian peasant and the harem of the Turkish paslia. It is the 
one article imported from the United States and Bold in the iMtsyim of llagdaci, 
the ‘ ‘ City of the Thoiisand-and-One-Nights.*^ It lights the dwellings, the tem- 
ples and the mosques amid the ruins of Babylon and Nineveh. It Is Ilit! light 
of Alirabam’s birtlqilace and of the hoary city of Dartuwcus. It linriis in llie 
Grotto of the Nativity at Bethlehem, in tlie Church of the Holy Scpuk lire iil 
Jerusalem, on the Acropolis of Athens and the plnlnH of Tr«»y, In coltiigr ftml 
I)alace along the banks of the Bo.sfihonm, the hkiplirates, the llgrk aiid tlir 
Golden Horn. It has penetrated China and JafJiin, Invaded the? fastiicfisrs of 
Tartary, reached the wild.s of Australia and shetl its ritdiitnce over Afric^aii 
wastp. Pennsylvania petroleum is the true ctismofHdlte, oinniiircsriit nitii 
omnipotent in fulfilling its nii.ssion of illumimiting the universe I ,A iiriwfiict of 
nature that is such a controlling influence in the afliiltn tif men may well cliitl- 
lengc? atlerUion to its origin, its history and its ect»nomic tmes. 

All this from a three-inch hole seventy feel in the gnanid ^ 

A grap€-i«ed ii & iimaU iifair. 

Yet, iwnUow’d when you stip, 

In yourapj^encllx it tmymikk 
Tin doctors carve you up. 

A coral-lofcct is not larfe, 

Still it can bulUl a rmf 
On whidt the ship that tats 

May quickly come to grtef. 



IN A NUTSHKLL. 

CtiliHii’l Dntkt* «Hc*d tht* first clriving-jiipt*. 

Aclui|ih S«‘hriiiK*r, of Atmtriii, made the first petroleum-lamp. 

Tile first oil'»well tlrilltHl by stenni power was ojiposite 1 ulioute, in iSek). 

joiiulliim Watson imt down the first deep well on Oil Creek— 2,130 feet— 

in iHbo. 

William Iliillips boated the first cargo tif oil down the Allegheny to Pitts- 
burg in iMarch, tBf»o. 

The Chinese wa*ri‘ tlie first to iirill with tools attiichetl to rojies, which they 
twislral from rattan, 

llie I Jverpt»ol lannp, devistnl by an unknown ICnglishman, was the first to 
have a glaHH-chimney and do away with smoke. 

The first tubing in oil-wells was munufaciured at Idttshurg, with lirass 
sc.Ttm*;joiiilH soldered on tlie pipe, the same as at IVirentum sall'-wells. 

The first steiimhoat rcsiehisl tlie mouth of Oil Creek in i8aB, with u load of 
liltiburgers. The first train crossed Oil Cret?k into Oil City cm a trac'k on the it'e, 

Wiliiiim A, Hinitli* who drilled the Drake well, made the first rirnmer. 
Wh!l«3 iinlargiiig 11 well with 11 bit the point broke ofl, after which greater 
progress was noted. The accident suggested the rirnmer. 

The first witito settler in the Pennsylvania oibregions was John Frarier, who 
built II ciihin fit Wenango— Franklin*— in 1745, kept a gun-shop and traded with 
the Indiinii until driven off by the French in 1753, the year of George Wash- 
liigtrafs visit. 

Joimtiiitn Titiw ItKaled at Titusville in 1797, on land made famous by the 
Drake well In tliiit year the first oil sklmmetl from Oil Crctek to be marketed 
was sold fit Plttslnirg, then 11 collection of log-tmbins, at sLr^rm Miars / 

How |H»o|i!e kit'k at half that many cents for the refined article. 

Early welbowners found the tools and fuel, paid all expenses but lato and 
paid thrt*t**dolIiirs-iind-fifty-'eents per fmit to the contractor, yet so many con- 
tractors Iniled that a lien-law was passed. George Koch, in Novembcsr of 1873, 
took out It jMtent on llutis] drllli, which did away with the rirnmer, reduced the 
time of cirilling a well from sixty days to twenty and reduced the price from 
tliree dollars |H*r foot to fifty cents 

Sant TiiH was the first to use a Una to control the engine from the derrick, 
at a well near McClintockvIlle, in 1S67. Henry Webber was the first to regu- 
liilc the tiioilon of the engine from the derrick. He drilled a well near Smoky 
City, on the Porter farm» In 1863, with a rod tom the derrick to the throttle- 
valve. ife also dressed tlie tcKils, with the forge In the derrick, perhaps the 
first time this was done. Ho drilled this well ilxduindred feet with no help, 
Ntfar this well was the first plimk-derrick in the oil-country. 

TItc first derricks were of poles, twelve feet base and twenty-eight to thirty 
tot lifgli. The ladder was made by putting pins through a comer of a leg of 
the derrick. The HamnoiiiHist was mortised In the ground. The bund-wheel 
was liuiig In It frame like a grindstone, A single bulTwhcel, made out of about 
a tlioMsiintl fcot of Itimlwr, placed on the side of the derrick next to the ImncT 
wlii*©!, with a ro|m or <ikl rtilibef*belt for a brake, was uiecL When the tcmls 
were t«*t down the former would bum and smoke, the latter would smell like 
anctentciidiilt. 
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VI. 


THE WORLD’S LUBRICANT. 

A CiLANCK AT A PRETTV SETTI,EMBNT-~KvAK 8 ANI> HlS WoNDICRRUL WELL--- 

IIeavv Oil at Franklin to (Crease all the Wheels in Creation- » 

Orhjin oe a Popular Phrase— Operations on P^rkncti Creek- Kxcitk- 

MENT AT Fever Hkat—Galena and Siunal Oil- Works— Rise and PrcxI" 

RESg OF A (tREAT INDUSTRY— CRUMWS SWEPT tIP. 


“ The nice wm «m, the tcmli of the raceni wore In It.**'— 6Vw. Lmv 

“ Wihl rumorM lu'eitikmt In Jericho. /,. Harlmv, 

“ Carthago hiti craiiocl the Alps; Rome, the»ea.”“-”L1fWor 
“ There ihah h« no 

'‘We must not hope to be mowera 
Until, we have fir^t been Carv, 

“(#aifwl the lead, and kejR it, and iteered hb journey VarMm» 

** A cargo of t>etrole«m may eroas the«»cettn In a vewael proiiclled by steam it has gtmerated, acting 
«IH«!i an engine it luhrkmtt*i and dirtsHeil hy an englnetT who may greaio htM hair, UmlsT his 
jointa, and freahen hit liver with the same article .*;— AJh /.^c. 

** Friction, not motion, b thegre*it destroyer of machinery.’ Jmrmi, 

** Here was * * * a tmttiit tif Marengo to be gained.**— iVn/toc, 


C HEAP and abundant light the island- 
well on Oil Crock assured the nations 
sitting in darkness. If there are 
** tongues in trees” and ^sennons 
in stones” the trickling itream of 
greenish liquid munnured: ” Bring 
on your lami>s-«we can fill them !” 

' The oil-well in Pennsylvania, 
eighteen miles from CoL Drakcfs, 
changed the strain to: ** Bring tm 
your wheels— we cun grease them I” 
America was to be the world's lllu« 
minator and lubrkmtor—not merely 
to dispel gloom and chase hobg ol> 
Uns, but to Inercmie the power of 
machinery by decreasing the imped- 
iments to easy motion. Friction has 
a>st enough for extra wear mid ito|>» 
pages ami breakages ** to buy i;very 
itti ROCK «4UW ruANKLiN. diifkey forty Hcresfuid a mule,” The 

tirst coid'oil for side In this country was manufattured at Waltham, Mass., In 
1II53, by Luther Atwooil, who called it ”Coup Oil,” from the reirent tvap of 
Louis Ntpolmn. Although highly esteemed m a lubricator, its tdlensive odor 
and iH)or cpiallty would render It unmemhantable ti>cliiy, Hamuol I>owti«fr“s 

bydrtFcarbon oils In 1H56 were markc^d improvi^ments, yet they would t*iit a 

‘ ‘ - - - - 
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the county-seat of Venango. It is a coincidence that the pi*tn>leum cm slioiilc! 
have introduced light and lubrication almost simultaneously, oiu* tm Oil ( Yi*ek, 
the other on French Creek, and both in a region coitiparatively iso!iiU‘cl. ’* Mis* 
fortunes never come singly,” said the astounded father of twins, in a paroxysm 
of bewilderment ; but happily blessings often come treading closely on l atlt 
other’s heels. 

Pleasantly situated on French Creek and the Allegheny River, PViuiklin is 
an interesting town, with a history dating from the middle of tlie eighteenth 
century. John Frazer, a gunsmith, occupied a luit and traded with the hulians 
in 1747. Four forts, one French, one British and two American, wert* erreaed 
in 1754, 1760, 1787 and 1796. Captaiti Jonaiire conuuaiuled the French forces. 
George Washington, a Britisli lieutenant, with no prcnuinitbn <if fathering a 
great country, visited the spot in 1753. The nortli-west was a wiklerness and 
Pittsburg had not been laid out. PYanklin was surveyed in 1795, crcalt‘cl a bor- 
ough in 1829 and a city in 1869, deriving its chief importance from pelrokmni. 
Lofty hills and winding streams are conspicuoim, .Spring-water is ntjundant, 
the air is invigorating and healthfulness is proverbial. James JohiiHlon, a 
farmer of Frenchcreek township, stuck it out for one-hundred-imcl-nirie snm- 
mers, lamenting that death got around hix inontlis too Bmm for him to iittt*iicl 
the Philadelphia Centennial. Angus McKenzie*, of Sugarcreek, whomi strong- 
box served as a bank in early days, reached one-hundrecbitndHjIflit, Mrs. 
McDowell, a pioneer, was bright and nimble three years beyond the century- 
mark. Galbraith McMullen, of Waterloo, touched par. John Morrison, the 
first court-crier, rounded out ninety-eight. A successor, Robtjrt I.y tie, wiw suiti- 
moned at eighty-seven, his widow living to celebrate her iilnety-foiirth birtlidiiy. 

David Smldi succuml>ed mt ninety-nine iitid 
WillUam Raymond at iilnety-tliree. Mr. Ray- 
mond was straight m mi arrow, walked iiniirt* 
ly and in youth was the clone frieml of John J. 
iA*arson, who liegan tii pmctice litw at Fimnk- 
1 in and was l YesIdent J udge of Ihiiiphiti aiuiity 
thirty-three yeiira. J. B, Nickllii, ifty years a 
respected citizen, died In i%> iit eigiity-nine. 
To the end he retained hli meiitiil itiid |»hy»* 
teal strength, kept the accounts of the llaptist 
(*hurch, was at his desk regularly iind coiikl 
hit the l)ull8eye with the crack iliols of the 
military company. Willtiim lillfiiwte, laiiiiity- 
surveyor, was a fiifitlliar figure on the iiirrel*i 
at eighty-itweii. Rev. Or. Crtiiif |ireat?hed. 
Icctureil, visited the sick itncl cofitliiiird 
do gtHH,l at eighty-six. Graiicliiiii Htiyder h 
eighty-eight and Benjamin May, a few miles up the Alleghc?ny, k luircly aiul 
hearty at ninety-one. At eighty-fiva “Uncle Billy” Ctrove, of Ciiiiiii, wotikl 
hunt deer in Forest county and walk farther iiiid ffister thiiii iiny iiiiiii in the 
township. The people who have rubbed fourHctire would fill n tctwicn? piitiii. 
Of course, some get sick and die young, or the wxiultl iOirv’t?, 

would be short of youthful tenanti and the theorlei of Miillhtiii iiiiglil Imvo to 
be tried on. 

Franklin boasts the ftnast stone sidc-wiilks In ilia Htiita. Tliero iirt! 
ing churches, shady parks, broad streets, txmy hotnci, i|Micimts sliirti, 
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schools, fine hotels anti inviliui;’ drives. lu>r years the Baptist cinartetle has lua 
l)t;eu sur[)asHetl in New Yt)rk or riiiladelphia. 'riic ot)era-lunisc is a gem. I'hret' 
railroads- a fourth is coming that will lop t)tr sixty-five miles between New York 
and Chicago and electric street-cars sui)ply rai>id transit. Five substantial 
banks, a lialf-dozen millionaires, two-dozen huiulred»thoiisand-tlollar»citizens 
and multitudes of well-to-do property-holders give the place fitumcial backbone. 
Manufactures flourish, wagt*s arc lil)t‘nil aud mauy workmen own their snug 
houses. Probably no town in the United States, of stwen-thousand poi>ulation, 
has greater wealth, better society and a kindlier feeling cUtar through the com- 
munity. 

On the south bunk of hVench Creek, at 'rwelfth and Otter streets, James 
Iwans, blacksmith, had lived twenty years. A baby when his parents settled 
farther up in 1802, he removed to Franklin in 1H39. I lis house stood near the 
“spring” from which Uulingsand Whitman wrung out the viscid scum. In dry 
weather the well lie dug sevtaileen feet for water smelled and tasted of petro- 
leum. Tidings of Drake's success set the blacksmith thinking. Drake had 
btired into tlie well close to the “spring” and found oil. Why not try tlie ex- 
periment at Franklin? Kvans was not flush of cash, but tlie hardware-dealer 
trusted him for the iron and he hammered out rough drining-tools. Ho and 
his mm Hom^ rigged a spritig-|K>lo aud bounced the drill in the water-well. 
At seventy-two feet a crevice was encountered. Tlie took dropped, breiiklng 
off a fragment of iron, which obstinately refused to be fislied out. Pumping by 
hand would determine whether a prise or a blank was to be drawn in the grcas- 
iim lottery. Two men plied the pump vigorously. A stream of dark-green fluid 
gushed forth at the rate of twenty-five barrels a day. It was heavy oil, about 
tliirty degrees gravity, free from grit and smooth as silk. Hie greatest lubricant 
on earth had been uneartlied 1 

Picture tlie pandemonium that followed. Franklin had no such convulsion 
since the William B. Duncan, the first steamboat, landed one Sunday evening 
in January, iHaS. ' The villagers speeded to the well as thougli all the imps of 
sheol were in pursuit. November court ailjourned in half the number of seconds 
Sut Lovingood’s nest of hornets broke up the African camp-meeting. Judge 
John S. McCiilmont, whe^e able opinions tlie Supreme Court liked to adopt, 
decided there was ample cause for action. A doctor rushed to tlie scene hatleis, 
coailess and shoeless. Women deserted tlieir househoUk witliout fixing tlu'ir 
back-liiilr or getting Inside their dress-parade toggery, Babies cried, ciiiklren 
screamed, dogs barked, bells rang and two horses ran away. At prayer-meeting 
a ruling elder, whom the events of the day had wrought to fevcr-Iieat, raked a 
hilarious iiikker by imploring God to “send ii shower oi blesHings * ycfi, Lord, 
twenty-five barrels of blc^HHings I ” Altogether it was a retl-Ietter forenoon, for 
twenty-five barrels a day of tliirty-dollar oil none felt Indinetl to sneeze at, 

That night a limb t>f tlie law, “dressed in hk best suit of clothes,” called at 
the*. Evans cloinielle. Mks Amm, om of the fair daughters of the house, gri'cted 
him at the door and mild jokingly : “ Dad’s struck ilc I “ Tin? c^xpressloii eauglu 
tile town, making a lugger hit than the well itself. It spreail far aud wide, was 
prinUal everywhere and enshrined permanently in the petroleum-vernacular. 
Tim y<umg lady marririi Miles Smith, the eminent furiuture thniler, still trading 
on Thirteenth stretd. In 1875 Mr. Smith revisited hk native hhigland, iifleriuany 
years* absence. Metaling a party of gentlemen at 11 friend’s house, thoconver* 
mtUm ttiriied uihui Feiinsylvanlii. “ May I awsk, Mr. Smith,” a laitidoner In* 
quired, ” If you hover Tmril in your *ome about * dad’s «twuck lb * ? I weacl It 
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in the papiihs, doncherknow, but I fawncu‘ci it nevah weafly Mr 

Smith had “ ’card ” it and the delight of the «-omi>a«y, when he fri iii'd the eir** 
cumstances and told of marrying the girl, may be conceivetl. llie filiraHi* in 
billed for inimortality. 

Sufficient oil to pay for an engine was soon |nim|H*d. Steaiii*|M.,i\ver iiii-reiiaeil 
the yield to seventy barrels 1 Franklin the Irack-rs, 

dealers and monied men. Frederic Prentice» a leader In i*iitor|>riHe?i, 

offered forty-tliousand dollars for the well and lot. Evans rej* rti d tin* liiti anti 
kept the well, which declined to ten or twelve barrels within six itiiiiilliH, 'rius 
price of oil shrank like a flannel-shirt, but the hi«/kydlsi“i|»|riif \hih“iin reidbetla 
nice competence. He enjoyed his g<K>d fortune mmw years l»elore j«Hirnrying 
to ^ ^ that bourne from which no traveler e‘er returns. ’ * rs. Evans long siirvi vetl, 

dying at eighty-^ix. The son removed hi Kiinsfis, three diiU||liler:s dtrd iiiidtme 
resides at Franklin, The old well experienced its coiii|ileiiit?iit of lliirliiiiliofw. 
Mosely <& Co., of Philadelphia, leased it. It itoocl idle, the engine was taken 
away, the rig tumbled and the hole filled up parliiilly with dirt iiiitl wreckage. 
Prices spurted and the well was hitched to it cilliew itroiintl 

it. Captain S. A. I*lullran a group of the wells cm tlie flttlii iiwi a iliwrit titrt'e 
miles down the Allegheny. He wits a mitn of gi.?fictrotii fiiiity 

cated and exceedingly companionable, ilii dmtii, In iti dkitiaii- 

tling most of these well% hardly a v«%e ramaliiiaf to tell that Ite EwitiiiiiMl Ite 
neighbors ever existed. 

James Evaits was itot ** left blooming alone In the lamrrdi fur oily wnrltls 
to conquer. Companies were orgiutixeti while liti wiis yatikhig the Itiols hi the 
well that 'S'et ’em cra^sy.” The first of tlmse -11ir b’riiiikliii 
Company— started work on Octolmr fifth, twiiity rods lii*bw Kviiini. Iliitliiig utl 
at two-hundred-and-forty-one feet on January t»ki. Tlie well |iiiii}|ii*d 

about one-half a.s much as the Evans for several iiioiilliH, but tiiil inii die of old 
age. The forty-two shares of stock advanced ten-fold In one week, selling iit n 
thousand dollars each. Three or four wells were pul down, the t!tifH|Miny din* 
solving and members operating on their own book. It was sirtiii^ly ullwrtmh 
with Arnold Plumer a.s president ; J. l\ Hoover, vlrvpn^kkmt ; Aitinsi W. linyl 
mond, secretary ; Janies Bkakkty, Robert Laiiilii'fliift, M. A. llrndiiMi, |, L, 
Hanna and Thomas Hogt% executive commltli^r. Mr, Pliiftirr mm 4 doitihinnt 
factor in Democratic politics, largely Instriimeiiliil In the %4 Jamr^ 

Buchanan for President, twice a meml>er of Ckingrexs, twice Sl4tr«1>e*iHijrrr. 
Canal-Commissioner and founder of the Mrsl’Niilloiiid Jkink. At liN ilfvilh, In 
1869 , he devised his family an C 3 Stiite that itpprakcd millkwi nnik^ 

ing it the largest in Venango county, Judge «|a*tiril tlir fn^i* hmik 

in tlie oil-regions, owned hundreds of h«u»» iiiitl iii m$ ImimMiml r.itli ol 
his eight children a handsome fortune. Oihittcl llleakley mm* by liH tiwtt 
exertions, keen foresight and skillftil manigemeiit Ite liivegtrd in firmltictlvn 
realty, drilled scores of wells around Franklin, Imlli iroiHiiiiks and brirk 4 t|i>f%s, 
established a bank, held thouiiinds of acreii tif latid*i and In ikii| |rf| it 
large inheritence to his som and dwigfitem. Mr, tlir 

milton district— it was named from wliirii liiiiirirrtfa til im n’l'lk 

rewarded Franklin opmtors, and at dghty.tiiiic wtw litilck in hi^ 

movements. Mr. Bmshear, a civil eng!net*r ttitil mmnplmy cMmm. I144 
m the grave twenty years. Mr. Planim opemtetl heavily In oik iiiiiiivr* 

ous farms and erected the bigg«t bk'jck-lt mitiiliird the fi^t o|Wn 4 wtt?r-lii 
the City. He is handling reml-eitite, but hm (mmr tmUmf, Jdtii DtiilkW 
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slutiibers in the (‘einetery. Mr, an inlluenlial pnlilic'ian, elec'led to the 

Ix^l^islature two terms and Mayor one term, has also joined the silent majority. 

In February, 1860, Caldwell eSc Co., a block southeast t>r h>iins, finished a 
paying wt‘ll at two-hundred feet. The banners and Me(iianics’ Company, I .evi 
Dodd, jiresident, drilled a mtalium producer at the foot tvf High street, on the 
bank t>f the creek, Mr. Dodd was an old settler, originator of the first Sabbath”- 
schoel in Franklin and a ruling elder for over fifty years. Numerous c'ompa- 
nies and irKlivkiuals pushed work in the spring. Holes were sunk in front yards, 
gartlens and water- wells. Derricks clotted the landsc'ape thickly, l^'ranklin was 
the objet'tive point of immense crowds of people. 
The earliest wc‘lls were shallow, seldom exceeding 
twodmndred feet, 'fhe Mammoth, near a huge wal- 
nut tree back of the Fvans lot, began llowing on May 
fifteenth to the tune of a hundred barrels. 'Fhis was 
the first “.spuutcr’* in the district and it (iuadru|)led 
the big excitement. Four-hundred 
barrels of oil were shipt>ed to Pitts- 
burg, by the steamboat Venango, 
on April twenty-seventh. Twenty- 
two wells were drilling and twenty 
producing on July first. Farms for 
miles up bVench 
Creek had been 
bought at high 
prices and th© 
noise of the drill 
permeated the 
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hugjvcd tlic banks of llic slrcums aiul tlic low urtmiuls. ki-.-pinH oil tin- liills 
m()re willingly than (k-nuntl Coxc-y kc-pt oll'tlir Wasliiiigiun I h.- l.iiii.uw 

“ Point Hill,” across b'rcnch Crock from the Mvans vv. ll, w.-iit lioggiiiK lot a [.iit - 
chaser. At its soutliern base Mason Lane, Cook iS; t o., VVi-lsby v\ Siniili. 
Shuster, Andrews, Green and others hud itrotitable w.-lls. bill nobody <li<-.iini d 
of boring through the steep "Point” for oil. J. Ltnvry Itewoody olit-i't-il the 
lordly hill, -with its forty acres of <lense evergrcen-lirush, to t harlc*- Miller for 
fifteen-hundred dollars. He wanted the money to drill on the llals aiul tin- liitt 
was an elephant on his hands. 

During the Columbian Exposition an agetl m;in nliKtilod from a wt-NU-rn 
train at the union-depot in Chicago. His rille and his biu kskiit siiit iinli<-.ii«-d 
the Kit-Carson brand of hunter. He gazed tilKiUt him in ama/rimnit mid a 
crowd assembled. " Wal,” tjaculatwl the white-hiiired Nimn«l, ’■ this be Chi- 
cago, eh ? Sixty years ago I killed lots ov game right whiir we Hlaii* mi‘ old matt 
Kinzey fell all over hisse’f to trade me a hunnml acre ov land I'm a p.iit ov cow- 
hide boots ! I might hev took him up, but, consarn it, I tiidti't h«-v the boots !*’ 
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Sometliing of this kind would apply to Mr. Miller and tin- ! proint- 

sition. He had embarked in the business ihat was to bring hiin wxdlli iiiid 
honor, but just at that time " didn’t hev " the fift«i*n-luindr«-d to spare from bis 
working-capital for the fun of owning a hill preHiiined to be uortiileis e««ept 
for scenery. Colonel Weakley and Dr. A. (J. Kgh**it iMttiglil it later at a low 
figure. Operators scaled the sloftes and hills and the first well on ilo- *’ point •• 
was of the kind to whet the appedte for more. Bkakley & KglH-ti j«» keted a 
keg of cold-cash from their wells and the royalty prid by Ic-o* . «, Ifankl 
Grimm’s production put him in the van of lAunklin oilmen, f fc t atin- to ih» 
town in i86t, had a dry-goorls store in partnmiilp with the late William A. 
Horton and in 1869 drilled his first well, \V. /. Mattcm nnd Edward Rwl ^ 
Son had a rich slice. The foundation of a dirn-n fortunes was laid on ih« 
"Point," which yields a few barrels daily, althrmgh inily n shadow ..f it . Hamw 
self. From the western end of tho hill thoiMmrh of imis of a » nbar slialn 
have been manufactured into paving-brick, tin hardtt.i and touKin-Yi ni Aincrfc a. 
A million dollars would not pay for tho oil inkwr from tins hilt iJiat haiinl tw» 
takers at fifte«i-hundred 1 


Dewoody, over wheae grave the storms of a dozen winters haw bhrwn, W8« 
a singular character. He cared not a continental f« »r style and wa« Ind* {Mmdeiit 
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III si)eedi and l)ehavior. Baii^KinK a term in the Lei^islature as a Deniorratir™ 
C»reenba('ker, his rugj^ed honesty was proof against the allurements of the loh- 
Ijyists, jol)l)ers and lu‘ek‘rH who disgrace common decency. I lis most remark- 
able act was a violent assault on the Tramp- Hill, a measure cruel as the laws of 
Drat'o, whh’h Rhoads of Carlisle contrived to pass, I le i)aca*d the central aisk*, 
spoke in tlie loudest key and gesticulated fiercely. Tossing his long auburn 
hair like a lion’s mane, he wound up his torrent of <lenunciation with terrible 
emphasis : '' If Jesus Christ were on earth this monstrous bill would jerk him as 
a vagrant and dump him into the lock-uj) !” 

Cradually developments crept north and east. The (ialloway— its Dolly 
Vurdtai well was a daisy— d^amberton and McCahnont farms were riddlcxl with 
holes that repaid tlu^ cnitlay lavishly. Henry F. James drilled st'on\s of jJaying 
wells on these trac’ts. In his youth he circled the globe on whalitig voyages 
and learned coopering. Si.>ending a few montlw at Pithole in 1865, he returned 
to Venango county in 1871, superintended tlic hVanklin Pipe-line five years and 
operated judiciously. He was active in agriculture and served tliree terms in 
the Legislature witli distinguished fidelity. He defeated measures inimical to 
the oil-industry and promoted the passage of the Marslmll Bill, liy which pipe- 
lines were permitted to buy, sell or consolidate. This sensible law relieves 
pipe-lines in the older districts, wliero the production is very light, from the 
necessity of maintaining sei'Mirate etinipments at a lass or ruining hundreds of 
well-owners by tearing up the pipes for junk and depriving operators of trans- 
portation. The late Casper 'Frank, William Painter— he was klllecl at his wells 
—Dr. Fee, the Hari)ers, E. D, Yates mul otliers extended the field into Sugar- 
creek township. Elliott, Nesbett & Bell’s first well on the Snyder farm, starting 
lit thirty Imrrels and settling clown to regular work at fifteen, elongated the Gal- 
loway pool fiiul lirought acy'oining land.H into play. Kunkel & Newhouse, Stock 
& Co., Mitohell 8 c Parker, Crawford & Dickey, Dr. Gallmiith and M. O’Connor 
kept many sets of tools from rusting. The extension to the Carter and frontier- 
farms developed oil of lighter gravity, Imt a primes lubricator. Mrs. Harold, a 
Chicago lady, dreamed a cesrtain plot, which .she beheld tlmtinctly, would yield 
heavy-oil in abundance, Slie visited PVanklln, traversed the district a mile in 
advance of develo|KHl terrltor>% saw the land of her dream, bargained for it, 
drilled wells and obtained “ kmhiifs of oil I” Still there are Idpeds in I lifu related 
garments who declare woman’ .s ‘‘sphere” is the kitchen, with dish-washing, 
sock-darning and meal-getting as tier highest “rights 1” 

Jacob Sheasley, who came from Daupliin county in 1S60 and branched into 
oil in is the largest operator in tiie bailiwick. He drilled at Pithole, Par- 
ker, Bradford, on all sides of Franklin and put down a hundred wells the last 
two yeiirs. He enlarged tlio boundaries, of the lubricating section by leasing 
Iliads previously condemned and sinking tesbwelli In i89J«‘4, with gratifying 
resulti. Rarely missing Idi guess on territory, he has been almost invariably 
ft>rturmte. His son, George R., has opemted in Venango and Butler counties 
and owns a liunch of desiralda wells on Bully Hill, wIlli his brother Charl^ a« 
l>nrtner. The Hither and two sans are “three of a kind” hard to latat. 

A mile north of Franklin, In P'ebruary of 1S70, the Sm^ijrlse well on Fatchel 
Run, a streamlet bearing the name of the earliest hat-maker, surpriicd everylKKly 
by its output. It foamed and gawed and frothed excessively, filling th© pi|>e 
with oil and water. Tlm>ngii tmm|>ed the turnpike over the toiliom© hill to look 
lit the boiling, fuming tank into which the well belched its contend, “Good for 
four-hundred barrels” was the verdict. A party of us hurried from Oil Creek 



90 


SKETClfKS AV r/v'/Yi/.WV/. 


to judge for ourselves. Although the estimate was six times Icmj grral, a least- 
of adjacent lands would not be bad to take. Kvx, Kir, ri*tiretl iiastor of 

the Presbyterian church at Spartansburg, Crawftjrcl laarnty, Iniil tliarge uf the 
property. My actiuainttince with Mr. Jolius tlevulvc’d up4m me the iftily negti* 
tiating for the tract. lie received me graciously and would !#e plea:a*d t«i lease 
twenty acres for one-half the oil and one-lIit>UHand dollars un acre boiiiis i Ilr’er 
John’s exalted notions .sojired far too higii ti) lie eritertiuned seriously, lliw 
Surprise fizzled down to four or five barrt'ls In a w'eek ruul the gotnl itiiiiisier - 
for twenty years he has been enjoying his treasure in heaven iii:vrr lingered a 
penny from his land save the royalty of tvvti or three small vveflH, 

Major W. T. Baum has oiierated in the heavyHiil fkdd thirty two yrars. hi*- 
ginning in 1864. ilc passed through tlie Pithole exc’ilemeist ami tliiileil largely 
at P'oster, Plea.santville, Scrubgrass, Bullion* Ckis City* Clarioii, Iliilirr aiid I'ar- 
kiln. Plis faith in Scrubgrass territory has lieeii ret:oiit|witsetl rirlily. lit i%4 
he sank a well on the west bank of the Allegheny, Keiiriertlrll Slati«»ii, 

in hope of a ten-barrel strike. It |nim[)ed cntednirKlrecl’^aiHldilly tiarrrb it «lay 



COL, JOMM M. CAIN. ylitlMytl rLCMHM 1%, t. m' Ut 


for months and it is doing fifty trarrels to-day, with lltrrr more of t aliln^r 

to keep it company ! The Major’s permrveriiif eittrrfiri^ the rrwaril 

Dame Fortune is bestowing. He owns the welli4 iiml Inntls on Biilt'lirl Mtin, 
which yield a pleasant revenue, Colonel J . I L Clilii, CYiloiirl I 1 1 . lAwelt 
J. W. Grant, all successful operiitori, have their welk In tlto vkitiily. .^Intlrrii 
devices connect wells far apart, by coupling titeiti wiflt nnlin t%e«» In liii (mi 
above ground, so that a iingle engine can tlilrty or forty In ’4i#ttiiiw irrri« 
tory. The downward stroke of one heliwi the iipwiinl $4 ilir t*ilirr. r«icli 

pair nearly balancing. This eniible» the ownrr^ of iiimill wcih |ti Ilirtit at 
the least expense. Heavy«ol.l hat sold ftir yciir» itt llirtfc-slnty Ir* knir <lrillar?i ii 
barrel, consequently a quarter 4 »irrel apictre frtifn fiirly wrlk* haiiillnl liy iwm 
man and engine, would exceed the Income from it ?i#dicd 

down in government bonds, It Ii worth trav% 4 iitg a loiig dkliitit i- tfi 
the hill and watch the pumping of 'Biiiwi’*, iMmm"% Ck;itir% ,hlir,wlry*i 
and James’s wells, scmie of them ii ttilb from ilir ptiwer lliat iiir **f 

connecting-rods in motion. 

On Two«Mile Run, up the Allegheny two inliti, W, Mrliiillaii lidlktl 
several wells in 1871-3. The priMiuct wm the lilnekctit t$f lilart Imimmm 
a deposit separated from the itmiti mucrvoir of iliu hilwImUm Hutm- 
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quent operations tlemonslrattHl that a dry streak intervened, t^aptain !.. L, 
Kay |)nt down fair vvi'lls near the river in 1H94. Mr. MeMuIlan residetl at Rouse- 
villt' and had valuable interests on Oil Creek. He served a terin in the Slate 
Staiate, refle(’tin|;- lu)iu>r upon hhn.self and his eonstituents. A man of inleKrity 
and (‘apaeity, he could he trusted implicitly, lofteen years ago he removed to 
Missouri to engage in luml)enng. Senator McMullan, Captain Willian Hasson, 
nieinl)er Asstanhly, and Judge Trunkey, who {jresided over the court and 
later graced the Sui)renu* Betu*h, w'ere three Venango-county men in public 
life whom railroad-passes never swerved fnan the path of duty. 'Fhey refustal 
all such favors and paid their way like gentlemen. If lawgivers and judges (»r 
their noble impress vvert‘ the rule rather than the exception- * a constimmation 
devoutly to bt* wished ’'—grasping corporations W(aild not own legislatures and 
“drive a c'oacli and four” through any enactment with impunity. 

Oeorge P. Smith’s tract of land between hYankl in aiuCrwo-MIle Run netted 
him a competence in oil and then sold for one-hundred-thousand dollars. Mr. 
Sniitli dispenses liberally to charitable objects, assists his friends and uses kis 
wealth properly. He owns his money, instead of letting it own liim. He ha.s 
traveled much, observed closely and profited by what he has seen and read. He 
k verging on fourscore, his home is in Philadelphia and ‘*the world will be the 
l>etter for his having lived in it.” 

The production of heavy-oil in X875 aggregated one-hundred=*iind-thirty- 
thousand barrels. In 1877 it dropped to eiglUy-eiglit-thousimd barrels ant! in 
1878 to seventy thousand. Thirteen-hundred wells produced sixty-thousand 
barrels in 1S83, Taft & FayiPs pipe-line was laid in 1870 from the Egbert and 
Dewoody tracts to the river, extended to Galloway in 1872 and combined with 
the Franklin line in 1878. The Producers' Pipe-I Jne Company began to trims- 
port oil in 1B83. J. A. Harris, who died in 1B94, had the first refinery in the oil- 
regions in i860. Hi.s plant was extremely primitive. Colonel J. P. Hoover 
built tlie first refinery of note, which burned in the autumn of 1861, Sims & 
Whitney had one in i86r and the Norfolk Oil-Works were establislied the same 
year, below the Allegheny bridge. Samuel Spencer, of Scranton, expended 
thirty-tlioUHand dollars on the Keyslune Oil-Works, near the cemetery, in 1864, 
Nine refineries, most of them running the lighter oils, were operated in 1H54-5, 
after which the business collapsed for years. Dr, Tweddle, a Pittsburg refiner 
who I'lad sulFered by fire, organised a company in 1872 to start tlie 
Wi.jrks. At different periods many of the local operators have been interested 
In refining, now the lending Franklin Industry. 

For some time heavy-oil wa.s used principally in its natural state. At lengtfi 
improvements of great value were dtwised, out of which have grown the oil- 
works dev«at‘d solely to the manufacture of lubricanti. Among theie tlie most 
imiKirtant and successful was that adopted in 1869 by Charles Miller, of Frank- 
lin, protectial by letti^rs-patent of the United States and since by patents cover- 
ing the c'f anpU'te method. Besides improvements in the method of miinufiictur- 
ing, he rec*ognk.etl the value of lead-o.xide as an ingredient In lubricating oils 
and a pattait was securcal for the combination cjf whale-oil, oxide? of lead and 
petroleum. The Cfmit-Northern Oil-Company, once a big organiaition, had 
hnilt a ri 4 hiery In 1H65 on tlu? north bank of French Creek, below the Evans 
Wi‘ll, aiul lt»asr<l it in 1H68 tt» Colonol Street In May of 1S69 Mr, Miller and 
Jolm ( ’non purchased the Point lookout Oil-Works, ns the refinery wiis culled, 
Stre^et retiring. The tf *tal timkaga was otHethousimci Ijiirreli and the daily niiiri- 
ufaeturiug capacity scarcely one-hundred. The new firm, of which R. L. Cochrtin 
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became a member in July, piushecl the business with iiiaraetere 4 it nieri^v, 
ling the plant and extending the trade in all dirertiiins. iMr. i iwiiraii tt illulu-w 
in January of 1870, R. I L Austin buying his interest. folliivvitig Atjgie 4 fne 
destroyed the works, entailing severe loss. A ralatiiity that uotilci Isive ilts- 
heartened most men seemed only to imbue tht* partners wiiit fre* 4 i \ t ‘tiluiui 
Henry B. Plumer, a wealthy citizen of Franklin, eiitered tin* firm aiitl llie Halt* 
light-oil refinery, a half-mile up the creek, was btHiglit aiicl rriiiinlrlftl ilirmigli- 
out. Reorganized on a solid Imsis as the "(kilt*iia Oil-Works/* a iiiniir des- 
tined to gain world-wide reputation, within one fnonlb fotin ilti’ iir«’ itir la-w 
establishment, its buildings and entire e<|uipment diangrc! and adapif il ti* the 
treatment of heavy-oil, was running to its full ciipai ily night and da\ ! Surb 
enterprise and pluck augured happily for the fulurt* iiiitl they haw lie€:’it fi-wardei.| 
abundantly. 

Orders poured in more rapidly Hum ever. The iraid detitainl ?4|irraiti to th** 
adjoining districts. Customers once secured were sure to sbiy. Iii atiditimi to 
die excellence of the product, there was a vmt uliout the lnisiiic-ss iiiid iiiati* 
agement that inspired confidence and won Urmu*. Tiw ifg Aiisiin 

and Plumer disposed of their interest, at a Immhmnr figiire, to tlitTifaiid.iid till 
Company la 1878. The Galena Oil^Works, liiitilrd, was rliartriril 
tinued the business, with Mr, Miller as presldeiif, IiifrciiMiig drfitiiiil*^ urrr-^Hb 
tated frequent enlargements of the works, wliicli iii w »irrii|>y fivr 4rft-.*i| griuiiid. 
Every appliance that ingenuity and experlcnci? ctiii siiggrsi hm Iwtm prtHidrtb 
securing uniform grades of oil with unfailing prcclsiofi. 

The machinery and appurteniuicci are tiio iiioitcy mid fikill t'liii %iipply. 
The same sterling traits that distiiiguiihetl the itimilrr lirrii iuivr all ah mi* 11141 ked 
the progress ofthe newer and larger enteriirim*. Tlii? sbififkird of ii'i powliirii* 
is always strictly first-class, hence pntroiis arc mvrr i:l|pi*ip|wiiiiiri| m ili# qtialiiy 
of any of the celebrated Galena brands of *'Kiigiiir,“ t m/' ** Mii':- 

chinery,^^ or Lubricating'* oik Steadfiist iiclliurciirv to iliiMraidliiai firiiiripk 
has borne its legitimate fruit. Ridlwity^iils are iiiiifititmiiirrd r%« liimividy. Hit? 
daily capacity is threc-thmmantl harrek ‘‘iklciia Oik** air iiw’d nu 
nimfy per irnl of the niilwity-miicage of Iho riiilrtl iaiiada mml Up%^ 

ico. Such patronage has ntwer before bent g4liir«| by any tuir 
and it is the result of positive merit Th© Fraiikllit fiiriiklit^^ initrf. unei 

better lubricating oil than all t!ie rt^t of thi? rciiititiviil iifiil ilir iUknu mrMimm 
brings it to the high^t mei^urii of |H*rft?ctloit Mrlirct for a nnmmit iiinm tli#^ 
enormous expansion of the Galena Workii iwiti net? wliitt raritr^t lalilifiik no 
telligent effort and stmightfiirward «li»allng may am 

The first three railroiuk that trirti the **i;4itiia fiik** lit 
none other since. Could stronger proof of tlnir r%i Hlrm^ 4rmir4 i |t wm 

apleasmgnoveltyforrailway-miiiiiigmttiftiidii Itibrii'aiit Ikit would iiritlitf 
ffeeze in winter nor diisipte In iuinmer ami iitiide hmtm 1*1 liy tint 
experience. The severest tisti servet! hut to |iliice ll far tiryi:iiMl all 
At twenty degrees below zero It wciiilcl rmt cmigrak wtille Hit. Ihm *-*i lirat *if tli# 
topical sun afflicted it hardly a fmrtkte. An lliit lumml r it 

tly superseded all othtu on th© princlpj mllftiiik nf ilir mmrnn 1 *1 \lm ^ 

the magnificent Pullmiin and Wiifiitr am^hm mi ilm Itmikm lu%m itmli 
friction reduced to the mlntotmi liy Cmlmm Cllk” It mhk immmrnrnmf m 
smoothness and speed of mllmf4miml immmm Itio Aikifiikutiii ili«? fhirlte. 
tom Maine to Ae lithmui, tom llritiih murnbh U Mufltk. ^ 

tamed by a * ' hot box md tniioyecl by tlio fitiiiri of rinwid Ir niig in 
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tnirks beneath their feet may he certain that the nflenclin^ railways do not nse 
** Galena Oil,*’ The Galena is not constructed on that plan, but stands 
alont‘ and unapproachable as the finest lubricator of the nineteentli century. 

Hiis is a recorddireaking age. The world’s record for fast time on a rail- 
roiul was again captured from tlie English on September eleventh, 1895. Tlie 
New- York-Central train, which k‘ft New York that morning, accomplished the 
tri|^ to Buffalo at tlie greatest speed for a continuous journey of any train over 
any railroad in the world. Tlie distance-four-hundred-and-tliirty-six miles— 
was covered hi four-hundrecbaiul-.seveti minutes, a rale of sixty-four-anebone- 
third miles per hour. Until that feat the English record of sixty-three-and-one- 
fiftli miles an hour for five-hundred miles was the fastest. In other words, the 
Amerkmn train of four heavy cars, hauled to Allmny by engine No. 999, the 
famous Wtirld’s h'air locomotive, smashed the Englisli record more than a mile 
mi hour, in the teeth of a stiff head-wind. Father Time, who ha.s insisted for 
many years tliat travelers spend at least twaaity-fmir hours on the journey lie- 
tween Chicago and New York, rec*eived a fatal shock on October twenty-fourth, 
1895. Two men wlio left Chicago at three-thirty in the morning visitt'd five 
theatres in New York that night 1 A special New-York-Central train, with Vice- 
Fra^ldent Webb and a small party of Lake-Shore officials, ran the nlnedumdred» 
and-elghty miles in seventeen-and-threc-(iuarter hours, avemging sixty-five miles 
mi hour to Buffalo, beating all previous long<listancc runs. For tlie first tiirn^ 
copies of Chicago newspapers, brought by gentlemen on the train, were Hec*n in 
New York on the day of their publication. Every axle, every journal, c*vt»ry 
l>ox, every wheel of both these trains, from the front of the locomotive to the 
rear of the hind-coach, was lubricated with Galena Oil.” 

latter a train m Scotland, keeping ste[> wfth the oatmeaband-haggis fad 
that has delugtsl tlie land witli Highland-dialect taU’H, snatched tlu* garland liy 
adding a mile or more to the Centrars achievement, 'flu* St'ottlsh triumph was 
very brief. ” laii Mt'Lureu,” Barree and C'rockett might shine in literature, but 
no foreign line could be pt^rmitted to fix the record for railroad-speed. i*aigi“ 
niHT Charles I I, l"ahl, of the Reading system, bdievetl American railways to be 
the best on earlli and backed up bis ojiinkm by solid [iroof, During the jaist 
summer he ran the famous flyer lietween Camden and Atlantic City the entire 
seaHon on time every The train, scheduled to travel the fifty-six inlleH in 
fifty-two minutes, always started at least two minutes late, owing to the ferry- 
lamts not connecting iirornptly. Yet Engineer loihl made up this lews and 
rt^ached Atlantic City a trifle ahead of time, without missing once. The trips 
avei‘aged mimih% or a fractitm above sLrty^mim* mites mt ktmri 

This was not tme experimental test, but a regular run day after day tlie whtde 
season, gcmerally with six passenger-coaches crowded from end to end. Week 
In and week out llie flyer sped across the sandy plains of New Jersey, with never 
a skip or a break, at the pace which placed the record of Train 25, of tht^ Atlim- 
tlt* 4 'lty briindi of the Reading Railroad, upon the top rung of the laclder, 
Hih performan<\% unequaled in railway-history at home or abroad, brought 
ICnginiHT jrahl a conmumdalory letter from Vice-President Theodtire Voorhees. 
It was nmdered possible only by the exclusive ime, on locomotive and c«>iic*hes 
alike, of the fkilena Oik, which prevented the iKit-journak and excciisivcf fric> 
tkin that arc fatal t«i spisaFrecords. 

The wtirks arc situated In the very heart- of the hcavy-oil dlitrict Two 
railroiuk, with a third In prospect, and a paved street front the spacloiis prernb 
llie fiiiiln bulldinf k of brick, covering about an acre iind clevt>tiMl clvlefty 
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fritiulH in the oiM)Usiiu‘SS, who thought they understood tlu‘ nature of peiue 
leiun, expressed the deeiH'st sympathy with Mr. Sibley’s hallueinatiun. Amid 
partial aucx'esses, inlerHiJcrsed with many failures, he ciontinued the experiments. 
Sc» incredulou.H were eheniists and superintendents-uf-machinery, so fearful c»f 
disasters to their ntachinery throtigh the use ofsueh a eompound, that he had in 
maity instanres to guarantee to assume any damages whit*h might oeeur ttui 
locomotive through its use. He rode thousands of miles uptjn locomotives, 
watching the use of the oil, daily doubling the distance madt; by engineers. 
Success at last crowned Ids efforts and the Perfection Valve-Oil has been for 
nearly twt*nty years the standard lubricant t>f valves and ('ylindtTS. ffo-day 
th«‘re is scarcely a locomotive in tlie Unhetl States that dot‘S not use somt* prep» 
iiration of petroleum and the steuniK'hests and cylinders of tnorr ihau ihnr- 
Jhuriks of all in the United States are lubricated willi Perfection Valve-C )ih 

I 1 ie results have liecn astounding. Destruction of stcanejoints by fatty 
adds from valvedubricanls is n<jw an unknown thing. Not only this, but as a 
lubricant the Perfectitm Valve»()il has proved itself so much superior that, 
where viiIve-Beiits retiuired facing on an average once in sixty days, they do imt 
now require facing on an average once in two years. The steamq)ressure car- 
ried upon the boilers at that time rarely exceeded one-hundrecl-and-twenty 
pounds. With the increase of pressure and the corresponding increase of tem- 
perature it was found next to impossible to properly luhrit!ate the valves and 
cylinders to prevent cutting. Tlie .superintendent-of-machinery of a leading 
American railway sent for Mr. Sibley at one time, told him that lie propo.sed to 
build paMenger-locomotives carrying one-lumdred-and-tnghty pounds pressure 
and asked if he would undertake to lubricate the valves and cylinders under 
that pressure. Tlie reply was : “ C#o ahead. We will guarantee perfect Udirica- 
tion to a pressure very much higher than that.*^ And to»day the higher type of 
liassenger-locomoliveH carry one*hutulred-and-eighty i>ound.s pressure regularly. 

When it was clearly demonstrated that the Perfection Valve-Oil was a suc- 
cess, oil-men who had pronounced it impossible and had been backed in their 
opinion by noted duunists commenced to make oils similar to it in a|)pearance. 
While many of them may have much conftdenc!e in their own iiroduct, the 
liighest testimonial ever paid to Perfection Valve-Oil is that no competitor 
claims he has its superior. Some urge their product with the aHSurance llial it 
ii the etjuiil of Perfection Valve-Oil, thus unconsciously paying the highest trib- 
ute fiossible to the latter. 

The works also make Perfection Signal-Oil for use in railway-lamps and 
knterns. Since 1S69 this oil has been before the public. It is in dally use in 
more than three-fVnirths of tlie riiilway-lantenis of the United States and it Is 
the proud boast of Mr, Sibley that, during that time, there has never occurred 
iin accident whidi lias cost either a human limb or life or the destruction of um 
penny*! w«irth of property, through the failure of this oil to |)erform its work per- 
fectly. Milking but the two product, Valve and Signal-Oils, catering tti no other 
than rallroiuidrtiile, studying carefully the demiuulH of the service, keeping in 
tc)iic:h with the latest developments of locomotive-engineering and thoroughly 
acquainted with the tiroperties of all petroleum in Pennsylvania, the company 
may well hellevci that, granted the pc^sesiiion of equal niiturid alillitlcs with 
aanpetitors, under the cireumitancea it h entitled to lead all othew in the pro- 
duction of these two grades of oils fer milroad-use. 

lion. Charles Miller, prenident of the (hdena OIbWorki, and Hon* jemeph 
C. Sibley, president of the Signal Oil-Works, are brothersiniaw and proprietor 
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of the great stock-farms of Miller <S: Sil)ley. Mr. Milh‘r is of I higiii'iiol aiirrstry, 
bom in Alsace, France, in 1843. I'lie family cunn? to this country irt iHyi, 
tling on a farm near Boston, Erie county, New York. At tlhrtccn Charles cirrkrd 
one year in the village-store for thirty-five dollars anti hourtl. Ik* clnkril in 
Buffalo at seventeen for one-hundred-and-seventy-five tlollars, wltlit hi! In In 

1861 he enlisted in the New-York National Cluard. In 1863 In* was iinmirml into 
the United vStates service and married at Springvilk*, N. Y., to Miss Anti Aiirlaidt* 
Sibley, eldest child of Dr. Joseph C. Sibley. In 1H64 he comiiieiif'rcl hiiHiiit-Hs 
for himself, in the store in which he had first clerketl, witli his own r^aviiiits of 
two-himdred dollars and a loan of two-thousand from Dr. Sibley. In isiWi hr 
sold the store and removed to Franklin. lotritiing n parinenihip wilti luliii 


Coon of Buffalo, the linn carried on a large dry«gaacl« lititiw! until a 

patent for lubricating oil and a refinery were purtdifwecl anil titt* wm 
out at heavy loss. The refinery burned down the next in^w wrir 

taken in and in 1878 the busings was organised In its prem^iit fiiriii m **Tlm 
Galena Oil-Works, Limited/* The entire manngeiiieitl Wii* givtit Mr. Illllrr* 
who had built up an immense trade and retelned his intrrrst In tlir wutkn I fit 
deals directly with consumers. Since 1870 hli lm»lnr»i4ri|w It4% r r*igr«i fat- 
days a week and fifty-thouiand milm a year of travel. No imtn hm n wiilrr 
acquaintance and more personal friends among I Ik pmmwm 

cover the United States and Mexico. Wherever he may In*, In New i nimin m 
San Francisco, on the train or in the hotel, cmferriiig it nr tlw* 

humblest manager of an obscure road, mceivlng huge tmkm tir mkm s ilimfr v 
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inix cause, he is always the same Keiiiul, magnetic, generous exemplar of practi- 
cal belief in the universal fatherhood of Ootl and the brotherhood at nuind* 

Major Miller is one winau money dues not spoil, lie is the master, not the 
servant, of Itis wealth. He uses it to extend business, to foster enterprise*, to 
further philanthropy, to alleviate distress and to promote the ('omfurt and happi- 
ness of all alumt him. His benefactions keep pace with his increasing pros- 
perity. He is ever foremost in good deeds. He gives thousands of dollars 
yearly to worthy objects, to the needy, to churches, to sduiols, to missions and 
to advance the gcaieral welfare. In 1889 he eslabUshed a free night-sc'hotd for 
his employds and llie youtli of Franklin, furnishing spacious rooms with desks 
and fip|)ariitus and engaging four capable teachers. This school has trained 
hundreds c»f young men for |>oHitionH as accountants, book-keepers, stenogra- 
pliers and clerks. Tlu? hirst Baptist churdi, which he assisted in t>rgani/Jng, is 
the ol)ject of his special regard. He l)ore a large share of tlie cost of tht* Imick- 
edifice, the lecture-room and the parsonage. He and Mr. Sibley have donated 
the massive pipe-organ, maintained the sujjerl) choir, paid a good part of tlic 
pastorks Sillary, er<*cted a hraudi-church and supported the only services in the 
Third Ward, For twenty-five years Mr, Miller has lieen superintendent of the 
Halduitlesdiool, which has grown to a membership of six-hundred. His Bilile- 
dans of thretdnindn^d men is eciualled in the state only by John Wanamaker*s, 
in Idiiladtdphia, and James McCormick’s, In Hiirrislmrg. The instruction is 
scriptural, pointtnl and husiness-lika, with no taint of bigotry or sectarianism. 
No matter how far away Biiturday may find him, the faithful teacher never misses 
the class that Is “the apple of his eye,” if it be possible to readt home. Often 
he has hired an engine to bring him through on Saturday night, in order to meet 
tht* adult pupils of all dtmominations who flock to hear his words of wisdom and 
encouragement. Alike in convemation, teaching and public-»speaking lie pos- 
sesses the faculty of interesting his listeners and Imparting something new. I le 
has raised the fiillen, flicked poor fellows out of the gutter, rescued tlic perishing 
and set many wanderers in the straight path. Not a few souli, * * plucked as 
brands from the burning,” owe their salvation to the kindly sympathy and assist'* 
ance of this earnest layman. Eternity alone will reveal the incalculable hemdit 
of his niglit“St*hool, his Bible-class, his church- work, his charity, his persom! 
iip|M‘ids to the erring and his unselfish life to die community and the world. ^ 

“ No duty madd m^vimk him, no need his will emtryn ; 

Or ever mir ll|»» enuld mk him, h\n hatul the work had d<»t»e,** 

l"wlf c Mr. Mlllc*r sewed as mayor of Fmnklin. Repeatedly has he dedlnecl 
nominatiims to high oflirrcs, private affairs demanding his time and iittention. 
lie In prtfsident or dinxdor of a score of commercial and industrial comimnics, 
with factorit*s. mines and works in eight states, H© has been president time 
iiftt*r time of tlu^ Northwesttmi Association of Pennsylvania of the Hriind Army 
of tint Rt*publie, Orchmnce-Oflicerand Assistant AdjutenbGencriil of the Second 
Erigiukt of Piainsylvania and Commander of Mays Post. He Is a leading sfilrit 
in hnd enterpriHes. He ei^joys his beautiful home and the society of hk wife 
am! eliiltiren anti friends, I le firiiscs good horses, smokes good dgars and tclk 
gootl stories. In him the wiigc-eamer and th© breadw^inner have a itcsidfast 
helper, willing to ligliten their burden and to better thdr mnditlon. In short, 
Cliark*ii Miller is a typical American, plucky, progrewive, eneigetlc find Invinci- 
ble, with It lH*iirt to feel, gcnlim to plan and talent to execute the noldest dcslgiis. 

Htm. Jtiscph Crocker Sibley, eldest son of Dr. Joseph Crocker Slhky, mw 
iKirn at Friendtehip, N, Y,, in 1H50. His father’s death obllfing him to give lift 
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a college-course for which lie had prepared, in iH66 he c'anu* U) hViUiklin tu eln k 
in Miller & Coon’s dry-goods store. From that time his business iiiti'reHtH and 
Mr. Miller’s were closc*ly allic^d. In 1870 he married Miss Metta F. Babeoek, 
daughter of Simon M. Babcock, of Friendship. lie was agent t»f the Ciaham 
Oil-Works at Chicago for two years, losing his effects and nearly losing his life in 
the terrible fire that devastated that city. His laisiness-siu'cesH tniiy be Haiti to 
date from 1873, when he returned to Franklin. After many exptTinients he 
produced a signal-oil superior in light, safety and cold-test to any in uhi% Hit* 
Signal Oil-Works were established, with Mr. Sildey as presidtmt atid the |m>‘ 
prietors of the Galena Oil-Works, whose plant nmmdactured the new produet, 
as partners. Next he compounded a valvt'-oil for lo(*omotives, free from the 
bad qualities of animal-oils, which is now used on ihree-fourtliH of the railway 
mileage of the United States. 

Every newspaper-reader in the land has heard of the remarkalde Congres- 
sional fight of 1892 in the Erie-Crawford district, Botli counties were over- 
whelmingly Republican. People learned with surprise timt I bin. josepli C, 
Sibley, a resident of another district, hatl accepted the invitation of a host of 
good citizen.s, by whom he was selected ns the only man who could lend 
to victory over the ring, to try conclusions witli the tiomiiiee of the ruling |>art>% 
who had stacks of money, the entire machine, extensive socdiil <'*oiiiii»c‘tions, 
religious assodations—he was a preacher—and a regular majority of fivr4liou* 
sand to bank upon. Some wiseacres shook their heads gravely nnd |ire«licted 
disaster. Such persons understood neither tlie resistless force of qiiickenetl 
public sentiment nor the sterling qualities of the cntulidate front Veniitigti roun* 
ty. Democrats, Populists and Prohibitionists endomed Sibltfy, lie condiirtet! 
a campaign worthy of Henry Clay. Multitudes crowded to lieiir iitid see a man 
candid enough to deliver his honest opinions with the Itoldness i.if flick- 
cry.” The mas.ses knew of Mr. Sibley ks courage, sagacity mid in htmi- 

ness, but they were unprepared to find so sturdy a defentlcr of their righti. His 
manly independence, ringing denunciations of wrong, grand slmidldty and inci« 
sive logic aroused unbounded enthusiasm. The tide in favor of the fearless 
advocate of fair-play for the lowUe.st creature no earthly |>ower cotild stern. 
HLs opponent was buried out of sight and Sibley was elected liy it HW«’r|iing 
n^jority. 

^Mr. Sibley’s course in Congress amply met the f*xjHaiatlotiH of hk tmmt nr- 
deht sui)|:)orters. The prestige of hi.s great victory, added tt» his iiersotiiil mag- 
netism and- rare geniality, at the very outset gavehim a meiisure of ltiflyeiif;e (vw 
members ever attain. During the extra^session lie expressed lilii vlew?4 with 
characteristic vigor. A natural leader, close student nnd tilwerver, lie dhl 
not wait for somebody to give hiin the cue liehire |iiillitig his IdriiH on record. 
In the silver-discussion he bore a prominent part, «t|i|K>8lngrm»liiirIy iln* refieal 
of the Sherman act. His wonderful si>eedi set the lad! r<»liliig " for tlioxe wlio 
declined to follow the administration program, llie House wsw elrrlrified by 
Sibley’s effort. Througliout his speech of three liiiurs he was Inaioi rd the 
largest Congressional audience of the dec*at.le. Akles, hulk, gallr’rie*i and cor* 
ridors were densely packed. Senators came from the other einl uf ifit* t '.ipittil 
to listen to the brave Pennsylvaniiin who diired |ileitd fur tin* mliitr mnnl For 
many years Mr. Sibley has been a close sttident of |Miiltict-il mid mminl i*rotitifti» 
ics and he so grouped his fects as to cornmimd the imdlvided iiiiii tlie 

highest respect of those who hcmestly dif!ert-*d from film in Ids riiiidiisltiiei, Hal- 
ire, pathos, bright wit and pungent repartci* awoke iti Ids heareri flit? ^tfiingc^t 
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(‘motions, (‘iitraiu'in^- tlu: bimclalisls and their onornii'S a c'old chill, as the 

stream of ehxiiuaax' llowecl from lips “ untraiiu‘<l to Halter, to tlissemhk‘ or to 
play tlu‘ hypcK'rite.” 'rheiu‘t‘(drth the position of tlu‘ representative of the 
'rwcaUy-sixlh districi was assured, despit (‘ the asstmlts of hirelin|>( journals and 
disc'omfited vvorshipi>ers of the golden t'alf. 

H(* took advanced ground on the C'hinese (pK‘Stion, d(‘Uvering a speech 
replete with patriotism and (‘onnnomsenst‘. An Amt‘ri('an by birth, habit and 
ediK'aliou, he prt‘fers his own country to any other under the blue vault of 
heaven. 'Fhe Anu‘ri('an workman lu‘ would protect from pauper immigration 
and refuse to i)ut on tlu* Muropean or Asiatit* level. 1 le stands ig) for Anu‘ri('an 
skill, American ingt'iiuity, American labor and Am(‘rican wages. Tariff for 
r(*v(*nue he approves of, not a tantfto diminish revt*mie or tt» enrich oneclassat 
the (‘X]>ense of all. The tiller of the soil, the mechani(', the coabmint*r, the coke- 
l)urnerand the daydabcjrer have found him an outspoken champion of their 
cause. Small wonder is it that good men and waanen of all (*reeds and parties 
have abiding faith in Joseph C, Sibley and would fain Itestow on him the h'glu'st 
office in the nation’s gift. 

Human nature is a queer medley and .sometimes manifests streaks of envy 
and meanness in (|ueer ways. Mr. Sibley’s motives have been impugned, hi.s 
efforts belittled, his methods assailed and his neckties criticistnl by men who 
could not understand his lofty character and purposes. The generous ex-Con- 
gressman must i»lead guilty to the charge of wearing clotltes that fit him, of 
smoking decent cigars, of driving fine horses and of living comfortably. Of 
course it would be cheajHT to buy haud-nut-down misfits, to indulge in loutb 
smelling tobies, to walk or ride muleback, to curry his own horses and h*t his 
wife do tlie wasliing instead of hiring cornptdent helpers. But he goes right 
ahead Increasing Ins business, improving his farms, developing American trotters 
and furnisliing work at the highest wages to willing hands in his factories, at lim 
oil-w’ells, on his lands, in Ins barns and his hospitable home. He dlspenHes large 
sums in charity. His henevolenc’eand enterprise rental far beyond Pennsylvania. 

I le does not hoard uj> money to loan it at exorbitant rates. As a matter of fact, 
from the luindreds of men lie has hel|)ed pecuniarily he never accepted one 
IKiimy of interest. He has been mayor of f'Yanklin, president of the 

vanIa Stated )ulrymen’s Assodation, dire(dor of the American Jersey-C’a'^B 
Chill and member of the Slate Board of Agriculture. He Is a brilliant ta!k'« 

II profound thinker, a capital storydeller and a loyal friend. “ May he live loh^ 
iind pros|ier !” 

Miller & Sibley’s l*ro8|>ect-Hlll Stock-Farm h one of tlie largest, best ec.|uip- 
l>ecl and most favorably known In the world. Different farum comprising tlie 
c^liililishment indnde a thousimtl acres of land adjacent to Franklin and a fiirm, 
with stiilillng for two-hundred horsi’S and the finest kite-track In tlie Hnltecl 
States, at Mendvllle. On one of these farms Is the first silo built wt*st of the 
Allt‘gheiiy m« amtains. Tn Sting stcark, Jersey cattle, Shetland |:ionies and Angt mi 
goats of the highest grades are bred. hVir Michael Angelo, when a calf six 
weeks old, Iwelve-thousanddiveduindred dollars In cash were paid A, B. Dar- 
ling, proprietor of But Fifth- A venue Hotel, New York City. Animids of the best 
strain wt*re purchastsl, rt*gardless of cost. In i8S6 Mr. Sibley Innight from 
Senator Leland Slanforil, of California, for tendhousimd dollars, the four* year- 
old trottiiig-stallion St. Ikd. Seventy-five thousand were offered for him a few 
weeks before the famous sire of tnimeroim priaw* winners died. Cows that hiive 
broken all recordH ft»r milk and butter, and hoims that have won the biggest 
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purses on the leading race-tracks of the country aix- the ir.iilin of ilir hhet^al 
policy pursued at Prosi)ecl-nill. Charles Marvin, the prinre of iiutsemiai. 
superintends the trotting dei>arlment and K, \l Sihley^ is iiiatiagrr of ail the 
Miller & Sibley interests, fluiidreds of the eluiic'est atiirnals are raised in t-ry 
year. Prospect-! HI! Farm is one of the sights id ^•rankli^l ami tiir riilrr|iriHr 
rei)resents an investment nut fur slu>rt t>f <»nt*-!iulHi>n W tutklii 

like Charles Miller and Joseijh C Sibley sweep^ away the eeiliwelm, give IfiisiiirHti 
an impetus and infuse new life and new ideas into any eiuninuniiy ^ 

Franklin had tallied one for heavy-oil, Imt its resoiireeH were ttol rxlyiiisircl 
On October seventeenth, 1859, Cohmel James I*, llcHiver, C . .%!. Ii«i*»vrr ami 
Vance Stewart began to drill on the RobertdinitKliin- -now ihv I louver ■ ■ lariit 
of three-hundred acres, in Saiulycreek tt>vvnship, on the weni hank §4 file A Hr 
gheiiy river, three miles south of PVanklln. 1 hi’y fouiul in! lai rh*eeiittii*r 
twenty-first, the well yielding tme-huntlred barrels it day 1 lids pretty t hrhitiiiiei 
gift was another surprise. Owing to its <listance frtmi “springs** iiiitl Ihe two 
wells— Drake and Evans— already producing, the Htaydii 4 he-ritl elrim’tti fril 
confident that the Hoover Well would not “ amount to 11 lull of It was 

“piling Ossa on Pelion” for the well to produce Jr«>rii die Mwmd $ami, nil 
with properties adai)ted to illumination and lubriaitloii. I 1 ie Drake wan for 
light, tlie Evans for grease and the Hoover comliiiied the two Iti Wlierc 

and when was this variegated dissimilarity to cease ? I*erliit|« Its kileiil |>litise k 
to come shortly, Henry F. James is bi?ginnlng a well soiitlewi^st of town, on lli« 
N. B. Myers tract, between a sweet and it sour spring. Savant, 
drinkers, tee-totalcrs and oil-operators are on die ragged edge of 
some hoping, some fearing, some praying that Jiimci may liipii fiiiiiil 

of creamy *alf-and-’alf. 

Once at a drilling- well on the “Point** die tools drop|M?d siiiltleitly. The 
driller relieved the tension on his rope and let die Umh tiowii slowly. I 1 iry 
descended six or eight feet I The bare thought of it crcvict? of iliiiicfitioiis 
paralyised the knight of the teraper-screw, idl the more tliiit the hob wiw ittil lo 
the first sand. What a lake of oil must underlie dutt derrick I I le drew iip lln? 
tools. They were dripping amber fiuid, wliirli had a flaivsir i|ulle iiiilike fiii.rij'" 
leum. Did his nose deceive him ? It was the iirtima of ! h tick of llie 
^fF confirmed the nasal diagnoik— it hfid the taste tif l»rrr! The iikitiii wio 4 
sounded and the sand-pump run down. It caitto up lirlmmliig ovrr wtlli lirrr ^ 
Ten times the trip was repeated with the same rciiilt Tliiiik of #tii tu'cuii of ilic 
delicious, foamy, appetbing (#enium Inweriige ! Word wits snit tu llir o%%iier% 
of the well, who ordered the tubing to be put in. They trlnl to ligiii*" In hi 
many breweries the production of their well wouhl retire, ihini|i|iig %%'m 
to begin, in presence of a party of im|mtbnt, thirtity wlini 411 ItrtI 

Teuton, blowing and puffing, was mim approaching at a litraktink patr 
Evidently he had something on hk mind, “(lott lit lilitiitirl ! “ lir uluirW 4 , 
“you vas proke mit GmsitnaiVi vault ! ” Tim niyttery wm i |iiii kly 
Philip Grossman, the bri^wcr, liad cut a tunnol ti hiiiidrrd litlo tiir 
to store his liquid-stock in a cool place. Tim well citiiiicrd to l*r ?i*|ti4rrly iwn 
this tunnel, the roof of which the took pbreed and move lit llir lirad of a ittii ui 
beer I Workmen who cam© for 11 load wttro anttiiiklird to oiic «f 

a string of tubing dtiiglingiri the tun. It dawned iipoit tliriii licit tlir diiilre. 
three-hundred feet above muit hav© Imagined they utriirk ii rrrvln? 
senger speeded to the well. Tim «ddwt*d crowd niiiiknl ofi; iiiiiitt ring rntnU 
that would not look nice in print Tim tublitf wm willtdrawit, llir 
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was shoved aside, the tools wert‘ ap^ain swunj^ atul two weeks later the well was 
punipinp; thirty barrels a day of unmistakable heavy-oil. 

The 1 loover strike fed the tlame the ICvans Well had kindled. Lands in the 
neighborhood were in demand on any terms the owners might impost*, h'rom 
ITanklin to the new well, on both sides of the Allegheny, was the favorite 
choice, on a theory that a i)ool connected the* deposits. I .eases wt*re snapped up 
at onedialf royalty and a cash-bonus. Additional wells on the Hoover rivaled 
No. X, which protluced gamely ft)r four years. The tools were stut'k in cleaning it 
out and a new well beside it started at sixty barrels. The “ Big-Kimna Vein 
was really an artery to which for years “ whoa, Ltnma !’* did not apply. IMssell 
& i\). and the Camertjn IVtroleum-Company secured control of the property, on 
which fifteett wells were producing two-hundred barrels ten years frt>m the ad- 
vent of the Hoover & Vance. Harry Smith, a cily-fatlter, is operating on tlu^ 
tract and drillittg paying wells at reasonable intervals. Colonel James P. I Ioovt*r 
died on February fourth, 1871, aged sixty-nine. Born in Centre county, he set- 
tled itx the southern part of Clarion, was appointed by Governor Ikxrler in 1839 
Pruthonotary of Venango county and removed to PYanklin. The people elected 
him to the same office for three years and State-Senator in i%4. The Canal- 
CommiHsionens in 1851 appointed him collector of the tolls at llollidaysburg, 
Blair county, for five years. He filled these positions efficiently, strict adherence 
to principle and a high sense of duty marking his whole career. The esteem 
and conidence he effioyed all through his useful life were attested by universal 
regn*l at his deatli and the largest funend ever 
tvitnessed in Franklin. His estimable widow sur- 
vived Colonel I loover twenty years, dying at the 
resilience of her son-in-law, Arnold Humer, in 
Minnesota. Tlieir son, C. M. Hoover, ex-sheriff 
of the county, has been interested in the street 
rail way. Vance Stewart, wlio owned a farm near 
the lower rIver-brIdge, removed to Greenville 
and iireceded his wife and several children, one 
of them Rev. Orlando V. Stewart, to the toml). 

Another son, James Stewart, was a prominent 
member of the Ivrie l>ar. 

The opening montlis of 1H60 were decidedly 
lively on the Codiran Farm, in Cranln^rry town- 
ship, opposite tlie Hoover. The fimt well, the 
Keystone, on tlie flats above where the station 
now stands, wan a second-sander of the him-' 

<lred-lmrrel claw. The first oil sold for fourteen dollars a barrel, at whldi rate 
liuu!-(»wiiers and oiieriitors were not in danger of bankruptcy xir the poor-hoUHc. 
h'tairteendiundrecl dollarH a day from a three-indi hole would have ieerneci loo 
|■|r^*pcmterouH for Mundiausen before the Penimylvimia oil»regions demoimtnited 
tliJit ** truth in straufer limn fiction.’* The Monitor, Raymond, Williams, Me-* 
Cutcheon and other wdk kept the production at 11 gatisfactcjry figure. I.,)nle & 
Morrow, I lorton 8 i Sou, .Hoover & Co., George R. Hobby, Co,nidius l»*ulkerson 
and fJeorge S. McCartney were early operator. II. E. Swan lotmted on the farm 
in May c,>f 1865 iinc .1 drilled numerous fair wells. Ht lias operated there for thirty- 
two ymm, sticking to the ieeoiid-sand territory with a tenacity €.?ciual to the ** |mr- 
severiince of the salntiiP* When thousands of producers, imitating th© dog that 
let go the bone to gras|i tli© shadow in die water, quit their endurlnf small wells 

8 
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to take their chance of larger ones in costlier fiel.is. he .lid i...t losr hit head 
and add anotherto the financial wrecks Hint .strew«-d the Kre.!"!.!!! •.Uore AiHire- 
ciatinghis moral stamina, his steadfastness and ahility. Mr. .Hw-m's tr.ends i.e.,..* 
that he .shall serve the public in some imiHirtant olhce, U alter 1 ema il !m 
father made the first car-whcels-and W. I’. Smith drilh-.l .s.-v.-rai snug w. Us 
on the uplands, Sweet & Shafier following with nix t»r right wril-i *trr 

producing on the tract, which contains {ajr-lnjndrrd-and forty m^fr% aiitl ii*w Itail 
only two dry-holes in its thirty-six years t»f active* clrvrlo|iiiirfil?4. 

Alexander Cochran, for forty years owm*r c»f the wrll4iiown tiriii l»fiiriiig 
his name, is one of the oldest citkens of FranklirL WlniiiiiiC hk way in tin* wurlii 
by sheer force of character, Hcnipulotis inti*grity iincl a fixril clrirriiiin*il»i»ii to 
succeed, he is in the highest and best sense a selbniiwle man. Working haul In 
boyhood to secure an education, he taught schrail, tierkril in griirr4il stofrs, 
studied law and was twice elected Prothonotiiry without iiskinginir viiti-r for hit* 
support. In these days of button-holing, log^rollirig, hiiyifig itiiil 

soliciting votes this is a record to recall with pri<b. Marryliig Mm M.tiy lloir 
her father removed from I.-ewistawn to Franklin seventy dive yr.irs agfi-- hr liiillt 
the home at Cochran Spring ” that is one of the lami^tiarks of the Imvii iiiitl 
established a large dry-goods store. As his moiifis fiennltteii lir Imiiglit city 

put up ilwellifigdicHim^H iiiiil iilMiiit list pilici 
sixteen “hundred tlnlhirs for the Ciirtii in I'nin- 
berry townslii|> for wlilrh in lil’lrr it liinl 
yielded a ftiriunt*, he refused srvrnditifidreti* 
dioumind ! 11ie fariii was In Um Itlrcks, A 
neiglilHir ex|HiHliiliited wltli him fbr l♦llyill|| 
the second [dm?, saying it mm to 

waste money tliiit wiiyZ* In iMi, wlieii llir 
same neighlMir wislit?d to iiiorigagr lii^ land 
fora loan, he naively reitiarkeil : **\Vrlh 
Aleck, I guess I was the fmil, m4 you* In 
i8sa/* A tniiii of Imiad virw'?i, Hr, Corliraii 
frt?ely grunts tooiliers die lilM^ralily i if ilitaiglil 
heclaimsfor hlnifielf. A liiilrr iif riitii iiticl 
sham amd holltiw preteiire, he lim ill 

musty crimis thitii kiiidly iieet|.ii, ttifire in giv' 
Ing loaves than triirts In the litiiigry* iiiid 
takes no stock in religion that thinks only of dodging in tfir iirvi 

world and fails to help humanity in this. Inthedarkdfiy^tof low«|ifirrtl nil liinl 
depressed trade, he would accept neither Intm^t from liii drliltirs ti^r foy.tliy 
from the operators who had little wells on hi» farm, lie tiwrr Inniiidrd llir 
sheriff on a hapless borrower, foreclm?d a mortgage tofr 4 li ii nmrwd pti*prity 
or seized the chattels of a itru^llng victim to natisfy ft note. Ilinr k 

no shred of the Pecksniff, the Shylock or the llrlatidfryfi lit lik titty. At 
fourscore he is hale and hearty, rid« on howelwick, Im g^rnkm, 

attends to businw, likes a gtmd play and kmim up wiili tlic llirrititifr t#| ils«^ 
day. The productive oil-farm ii now owned liyhiidatiiliict^, Mm. | |. %li 
rin, of Harrisburg, and Mn. Gmrm Slitnalcy, of Fr^ifikiltr Tlir 
eulogy he could desire is Alexander Cochnitt*« jwt tlmmm : **mr %tmk 
Friend.’* 

Down to Sandy Creek many wells were drilirti from ti» 
ing fairly at an avtmg© depth of fmiNhundred-aiiddlfty to ImL 
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These operations iiuiuck'tl llu‘ Miller, Smith aiul Pope farms, on the west side 
of the river, and the Rie(‘, Nic'klin, Martin and Marnion, on the east side, all 
second-sand territory. North of the Cot'hran and the Hoover work was vhihIkkI 
actively. Cieoixe II. Bissell and Vance Stewart bored twelve or tifteen medium 
wells on the Stewart farm of two-hundred acres, whi(‘h the Camen)n Petroleum 
Company purchased in 1865 and Joseph Dale operated for soitu; years. It lies 
below the lower bridge, opposite the Bleakley tract, from which a light produo 
tion is still derived. Above the Stewart are the Fuller and tlie Chambt*rs farms, 
the latter extending to the Alleglieny-Valley dei)ot. Sc'ores of eager opernttjrs 
thronged the streets of Franklin and drilletl along the Allegheny. Joseph Fow« 
ley and Charles Cow^ill entered the lists in the Cranberry district. Henry M. 
Wilsoti and George Piagett veered into the township and sank a bevy of dry- 
holes to vary the monotony. That was a horse on Wilson, but lie gut ahead of 
the game by a deal that won him the nicest territory on Horse Creek. Stirling 
Bonsall and Colonel Lewis— they ’re dead now— were in the thidiesl of the fray, 
witli Captain Goddard, Philip Montgotnery, Boyd, Roberts, Faster, Brown, 
Murphy and many more whom old-timers remember pleasantly. Thomas King, 
whole-souled, genial “Tom”— no squarer man e’er owned a well or handled 
oil-certificates— and Captain Griffith were “a good pair to draw to.” King has 
crossed over,” as have most of the kindred spirits that dispelled the gloom in 
the sixties. 

Colonel W. T. I^elton, nephew of Samuel J. Tilden, participated in the 
scenes of that exciting period. He lived at Franklin and drilled wells on French 
Creek. He was a royal entertainer, shrewd in business, finely educated and 
polished in manner and address. He and his wife— a Itively and accomplished 
woman— were fond of society and gained hosts of friends, They boarded at the 
United-State.s Hotel, where Mrs. Pelton died suddenly. This afiiiction led Col- 
onel Pelton to sell hi.s oil-proiierties and abandon the oil-regions. Returning to 
New York, when next he came into view as the active agent of his unde in tlie 
secret negotiations tliat grew out of the election of 1876, it was with a national 
fame. His death in 1B80 dosed a busy, prtmiising career. 

In the spring of 1864 a young man, black-haired, dark-eyed, an Apollo in 
form and strikingly handsome, arrived at Franklin and engaged rooms at Mrs. 
Webber’s, on Buflklo street. I'he .stranger had money, wore good clothes and 
presented a letter of introduction to Joseidi H.Simonds, dealer in real-estate, oil- 
wells and leases. He looked around a few days and concluded to invest in 
sixty acres of the Fuller farm, Cranberry township, fronting on tlie Allegheny 
river. The block was sliced off the north end of the ftirm, a short distance lie- 
low the upper bridge and the Valley station. Mr, Simonds consented to be a 
partner in the transaction. The transfer was effected, the deed recorded and 11 
well started. It was situated on the hill, had twenty feet of iecond-siind and 
pumped twenty Imrreli a day. The owner drilled two others on the l.ihiff, the 
three yielding twenty barrels for mouths. The ranks of the oil-producers had 
received an addition in the person of— John Wilkes Booth. 

The firm prospered, each of the members it>eculating and trading inclF 
vidually. M. J. Colman, a capital fellow, was intc^rested with one or both in 
various deals. Men generally liked liooth and women athnired him ImmenHtdy. 
His lustrous orbs, “twin-windows of the soul,” coukl look no sad and pensive 
as to awaken the tenderest pity, or fascinate like ”the glittering eye ” of the 
Ancient Mariner or the gaze of the basilisk. ” Trilby ’* had not come to light, or 
he might have enacted the hypnotic role of Svengall. His nuMKii were va» 
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riahle and uncertain. At times he seeme<l mortise ami I'H-iiiiaii!, of rvrrv 
body and ‘‘ unsocial as a dam.” Again he vv«mlcl c‘um1 socn'iv, annul |iaitirH, 
dance, recite and be “the life of tlu; company.” I h* brlungnl to .1 i riteh* 
that exchanged visits with a coterie of young fidks in i hi C iiy. A i tailiali’ralr 
sympathizer and an enemy of the government, his cioM’si inlini.iti’H ivrre Htaiiiirli 
Republicans and loyal citizens. William j, Wallis, the vtUrr.iii anor \%Im diotl 
in December of 1895, in a Iduladelphia theater slapprcl him 011 iht* tinniili fi.r 
calling President Lincoln a foul name. BtmtlPs adirig, while iiilfrior In Im 
brother lul wilt’s, evinced much dramatic |Mnv«’r. Hi* t‘oiiiro||ri| hn voin.' 
admirably, his movements were graceful 4Uic! lie s|Mikc disliiirllv, as h raiikliiiiirs 
whom he sometimes favored with a risiding c'uu testily. 

One morning in April, 1865, he left ^*ranklin, telling <Vlr. Siimmils tie was 
going east for a few days. He carried asati'hel, whirli iiuliealetl llial he iliil in»i 
expect his stay to be prolongtal imlefmitely. His wiiirdroli«% tioiikH anil |ia|ita'’^i 
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remained in his room. Nothing wm hciird of hlitittiitil the rriiiir tif the rrtiliirf 
stilled all hearts and the wires flashed the horrible news of Abraltaiii iitiriiiips 
assassination. The excitement in Fmnklin, the fnwrderer’s litiiiir. w‘iw 
intense. Crowds gathered to learn the dread iwrticiilaw iitid |I»wi||i*^ 

conduct and utterances. Not a word or act |irevbiM hi liin drfifirttirf* imiiilrtl 
to deliberate preparation for the frightfal deed Hint tlir iiaiiMii m gfirC 

That he contemplated it before leaving Franklifi the weiglil iiC rvhltmre triiiinl 
to disprove. He made no attempt to sell any of Ills |iro|>f*tl|% tiirfiiiini iiw 
lands and wells into c'lmh, to m*ttle his partnef^lilji areoiiiil*i *ir hi i%u k l»i\ 
effects. I to hud money in the bank, wells bringing it ftaai liinntir . 

tant busin(*ss pending. All these thingi went to «liow tlwl, if ii«d 4 unlit* « itii* 
pulse, the killing of Llnmln was prtimptifd by stiitie crriirrrtirr Iti Wadiiiielisii 
that fired the passionate niitimi John Wilkes Iksilli iiiiirrilnl Iroiii lie» failiri. 
The world is familiar with the dosing dmptors of tin* dark tr.igrdi 
sin’s (light, the pursuit into Vlrginin, the burtiing bant* i4i,ti 

bullet, the pathetic dimth-scene on the Garrett |ior«^h iiiitl ilir hr#i im pp4 
as the dawn wiw breaking on the glasiy eyes that o|M^itecl i^ir 4 iiiiiiiiriii : 
“ Tell my mother I died for my country. I did wluii I ihoiiMlii Im %i 
Tlie wells and tlie lamf on the river wm held by linr^ iiiitil trnmp, 

when the tract changid liaruk. The farm Is pmdiMdiig tm oil an#! 
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liooth wells have disappeared. Had he not intended to n‘lurn to h'ranklin, 
Booth would certainly havt‘ disposed of these interests and ^iven the ijroeeetls 
to his mother. “Joe'’ Simonds removed to Bradford to keep books for 
Whitney Wheeler, lyankers .and oil-operators, and died tlu'fe years ago. He 
was an expert aeeountant, (piiek, aeeurale and neat in his work .and most 
fastidious in his attire. A blot on his paper, a figure not exactly formed, a line 
one hairdireath crooked, a spot on his linen or a si>eck of dust on his coat was 
simply intoU‘rable. I le was c'orrec't in languag'e and deportment and honorable 
in his dealings. Colman continiual his oil-operations, in ctnupany with W. R. 
Crawford, a reabestate ageiu'y, until the eighties. lie married Miss Klla Hull, 
the finest vo('alist hYanklin ever boasted, d.aughter of C'aplain S. A. Hull, and 
removed to Boston. For years paralytic trouble has confined liim to liis home. 

I le is “one of nature’s nobleman.” 

“French Kate,’Mhe woman who aided Ben Hogan at Pithole and fol- 
lowed him to Babylon and Parker, was a Confederate spy and supposed to be 
very friendly with J. Wilkes Booth. Besides Ins oiFinterests at Franklin, the 
slayer of Alirahain Lincoln owned a share in the Homt?stead well at Pithole. 
A favorite legend tells how, by a singular coincidence, which produced a sensa- 
tion, the well was burned on the evening of the President’s iis.sasHination. It 
caught fire about the same instant the fatal bullet was fired in Ford’s Theater 
and tanks of burning oil enveloped Pithole in a dense smoke when the news of 
the tragedy flashed over the trembling wires. The Homestead well was not 
down until Lincoln had been dead seven we^iks, Pithole bad no existence and 
tliere were no blaxing tanks ; otherwise the legend is correct. Two weeks 
before his aiipalling crime Booth was one of a number of passengers on the 
scow doing duty as a ferry-boat across the Allegheny, after the hYanklin bridge 
had burned. The day was damp and the water very cold, Stime inlumian 
whelp threw a fine setter into tlie river. The ptKir lieast swam to the rear of 
the scow and Booth pulled him on board. He caressed tlie dtig and bitterly 
denounced tlie fellow who could treat a durnli animal so crut^lly. At another 
time he knocked down a cowardly ruflian for beating a horse that was unalile 
to pull a heavy load out of a mud-hole. He lias lieen known to shelttfr stray 
kittens, to buy them milk and indut'e his landkuly to care for them until they 
could be provided with a home. Truly his was a contradictory nature. He 
sympathised with horses, dogs and cats, yet rolibed the nation of Its ilUistrioui 
chief and plunged mankind into mourning. To newslmys Booth was always 
lilienil, not infrequently handing a dollar for a paper and saying ; “No change ; 
buy something uieful with the money.” The first time he went to the ^Ietho« 
dkt Sundiiy-ichcxjl, with “Joe” Simond.s, he asked and answered tiuestions 
and put a ten-dollar bill in the collection-box. 

Over the hills to the interior of the townships developments spread. 
Bredinsburg, Milton and Tarktln loomed up in Cranberry, where Tiiyhir & 
Torrey, S, P. McCalmont, Jacob Slieasley, B. W. Breclin and K. W. FIchols 
have sugar-plums. In Siindycreek, between I^’nmklin ami luisier, Angell A 
Prentice brought Bully Hill and Mount Hope to the front Tlie blggttiit well 
in the package was a two-hundred barreler on Mount Hope, which c:reiited a 
mountof hopes diat were not fully realized. George V. Forman counted out 
one-hundred-and-fifty-thouiand dollars for the Mount 1 lope cairner. The terri- 
tory lasted well and averaged fairly. Bully HiU merited its somewhiit slangy 
tMe. Dr. C. D. Galbraith, George R. Sheasley and Miittern & Son are among 
its present operators. Angell and Prentice parted cximpimy, txuit to engage in 
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opening up (lie Butler region. Prentice, Cniwronl. IPirhc.iir * Cn. .lid i„,t t, i 
the grass grow under their feet. They "knew a k..i»| ih.iii; at -aghf ami 
pumped tens-of-thousands of barrels of «nl from tin- < ..imiry ;...uib i.| I- r.mkliii, 
The firm was notable in the seventies. CoiisiiU'r.ibb? ibilliiig w.i'* Unm' at !'< ilk, 
where the state is providing n half-nulIion-doUar Hutm- lor Mimh d 

Children, and in the latitude of Utica, with a!«mt enoiiKb oil to ho an aggiava- 
tion. The .Shippen wells, a mile north of tin: county inBirhoUM-, h.u.- pro.Uic.il 
for thirty years. We.st of them, on the Kusscll farm, the ■I'wiii w. lltjoim-.i ,i-i 
tightly as the derricks could be placed, punii«'d for >'cars. Tbi-i w .r. Itu- vcie.i* 
of productive territory, test wells on the laiuls of William S.imbc., William 
Bean, A. Reynolds, John McKen/.ie, AIe.\aiuler bVa/ier .iml W. llootb, i h at to 
Cooperstown, finding a trifle of Hitml and searccly a vcsiiKc of oil. Tb.. Ray 
monds, S. Ramage, John]. Uoylcniul Uaniel C.rimin had a wry tidy ollkhooi 
at Raymilton. On tliis wise Inbricuting and second sand oils were rci c.ih'd 
for the benefit of mankind generally. The lly in the ointment wiw the ih-ikal 




crank who wrote to Pr^itdent Lincoln to deimml that the pwtlitdng of hr,wy 
oil be stopptjd peremptorily, a« It luid been stored in the grownd to grea**- tli*. 
axletre© of the earth In its diurtwl revututiun ! TItis coinmuiiit allon rcniiiid. il 
Lincoln ofa " little story,” which ho firad nt tbo fellow wllii #ta h elh r t ilwt Ihtj 
candidate for a strait-jacket wi« {Kirpetuully w]Uekh«d. 

Hon. Willinm Reid Crawford, a memtmr «*f tlui firm trf Prenih t 'r awlofd, 

Barbour & Co., lives in h'nmklin, I Us parents were early seitlrt » In north wr 
Pennsylvania. Alexunder Grant, his maternal Briuidfiiiher, btidi the lit 4 
house in Ltincststor county, removed U> liutler eountyiimi ha i»ieili.n,dl> m Amo 
strong county, where ht» diwl sixty>(ivtt year* ago. In 1*54 Wllhatn H and (• <tir 
of his brothers went to Callfoniia ami spent some IIok* mining gold I hw 
return ho settled on a farm In Sentbgrass township. VVnaiigo i onmy, „( whfcli 
section tho Crawfords liad been pnanlnwit dtJimns from dm la-gnMritig of tia hi*- 
tory. Removing to hraitkUn in 1865, Mr. Crawfiird ei^aged arinidy in the pro- 
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duction of pclrolcuin, operating’ t'Xlcaisivcly in various portions of tlH‘ oil-ivgit)ns 
for twenty yoars. I le atHiuiretl a liiKli reputation for enterprise and iute^^rity, 
was lwi('e a city-couiunllor, served three terms as mayor, was Iour* prt‘sident of 
the sclu)ol-hoard, was eks'ted sheriff in 1887 and 
State-Senator in J890. Untiring’ tidelity to the iie 
terests of the i)eoi)le and imeompromising hostility 
to whatever he believed detrimental to the general 
welfare distinguished his public career, denial 
and kindly to all, tlie friend of humanity and bene 
factor of the poor, no man stands better in pojmlar 
estimation or is more deserving of confidence anti 
respect. I lis frieitds could not be crow<led into the 
C’oliseum without lailgingout the walls. ld)ene/,er 
Crawfortl, lircither t)f William R., dietl at Kmlenton 
in August of 1897, on his seventy-sixth birthday. 

John I\ Crawford, another l)rother, who made the 
California trip in 1849, still resides in the southern 
end of tlie county and is engaged in oil -operations. 

E. G. Crawford, a neidtew, twice protlionotary of 
Venango and tmiversally liked, passed away last June. His cousin, C. J. 
Crawftird, a first-class man anywhere and everywhere, served as register and 
recorder with credit and ability. The CrawAirds ** are all right/* 

For money nmy enm«! tintl rnonoy nuiy go, 

Hat 11 good riutne stayn to tlu? t^ml of the ahow. 

Captain John K. Barbour, a man of imposing presence and admirable quali- 
ties, removed to Philadeliihia after tiio dissolution of the firm, llie Standard 
Oil-Company gave him charge of the right-of-way department of its pipe-line 
service and he returned to Franklin. Two yeans ago, during a business visit to 
Ohio, he died unexpectedly, to the deep regret t)f the entire community. S. A. 
Wheeler operated largely in tlie Bradford field and organized the Tuna-Valley 
Bank of Wliitney & Wlieeler. For a dozen years he has resided at Toledo, his 
early liome. Like Caiitain Barbour, ** Fred,’* as he was commonly <*alled, had 
an exhnustless mine of bright sttiries and a liberal share of the elements of |K>p- 
ularity. One afternoon in 1B75, tliree days before the fire that wiped out the 
town, a party of us chanced to meet at St. Joe, Butler county, then the c!entre of 
oilclevelopmenti. An itinerating artist had his car moored opposite the drug- 
store. Somebody proposed to have a group-picture. The motion carried unani- 
mously and a toss-up decided that I-. H. Smith was to fcKit the bill, llio pho- 
tographer brought out Ids camera, positions were taken on the store-platform 
and the pictures were mailed an hour ahead of the blaze that destroyed most of 
the buildings and compelled the artist to hustle off his car on the doulile-c|uick. 
Samuel R. Reed, at the extreme rlglit, operated in tlie Clarion field. Hes Imcl a hard- 
ware-Htore in company with tlie late Dr. Durrant and his home Is In Friinklin. 
James Orr, between whom and Reed a telegmpli-jiole Is seen, was connected 
with the Central Hotel at Fetrolia and later was a broker In the Producers* Ex- 
c:himge at Bradford. On the step is Thomas Mtd.-iuighlin, now oil-buyer at 
lima, once captain of a talented base-ball club at Oil City and an active oil- 
broker. Back of him is ** Fred ** Wheeler, with Ca|)tain Biirboiir on Ids right 
and X.*. H, Smith sitting comfortably in front Mr. Smith figured largely iit Pit* 
hole, opemtiKl satisfactorily around Petredia and removed yeari ago to New 
York. Cast In a giant mould, he weighs three-hundred pounds and dom credit 
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to the illustrious legions of Smiths. Ih- is a millionaite .iiul li.c* .lu nihrr uv<-r 
the Seaboard Sauk, at the lower eiul of Hniadvv.iv. |o.ei>h .Seej., the kiiiv;-l.re 
of good fellows, sits besides Smith. I’ratt S. fomieily a jollv (.r..kei .u 

I’arker and Oil City, stands behind Seep. Next liiin is "rom” King, whoh.is 
“gone to the land of the leal," J.J. Md-aurin ending the row. l-inies ,\inm. win. 
went from an Oil-city clerkship to coin a fortune at Hi.idford .t sin et bears 

lii*4 ii.iiiii-' ' ‘* 11 ** mi tlir 
Kvrry tti.iti, 
liiiitl *in«i ii.thy 
mmr t ill Tiu kiirw 

V^ilii in IliHV r'|||«ivillg III** 
wt’iillltiii ilistiiks, ”r%i«i 

Hill III lllr ||» |lir 

liiivr ' Ilf 

ymitl ills’ 14*4 M'r4ir " 4II<I 

lilt* liilifr iiitir iirr 
tcrwl wicli'ly. 

’* iil'lrf fiirwl 4r|»4iisi^ 

Wllti ts**l A 111^4^'* 
k’rnlrrir rrmiiirr, iiiii* 
ill III*’* |»llirkir%l *i|M»r4- 
Uw% «?vrr III |*r-' 

OROUP AT ST, JOE, iOTtW, COym-V. IN 11174. 

first white child born on the site of Toledo, when IndiiitiH weie tlie iieigltln'irii 
of the pioneers of Northern Ohio, fils fittlier left a finr tin* 

son increavsed greatly by extensive Itimliering, In wlik':li In* •*tii|ilov* 4 | liirrtt* 
thousand men. Losses in the panic of 1857 retired him friiiti tlir He 

retrieved his fortune and paid his creditors their claims In ftill, ivitli ini |it*r reiit. 
interest, an act indicative of his sterling chiiriirter. Rriidifig in n 
.about the Drake well, he decided to see for himsidf whether tlic siiirv w*c4 hi*4 
colors. Journeying to Venango county by way tif llllsinirg, he 11114 iiiitl rtig 4 i*’*d 
William Reed to accomjmny him. Reeil h*wl workcil at the 'T 4 r«iiliiiti 
wells and knew a thing or two alront artesiiindM.iring, The iw'-o iit 

Franklin on the afternoon of the day Evam^s w»el! tiiriici;l the 
turvy. Next morning Prentice offcrtxl Evans fortyditotisaiid dolhirs fUr ii 
trolling interest in the well, one^fourth down and the litl.iiirc in ihiri%', aiitl 
ninety days. Evans declining to sell, the Toicd<i visitor laiitglil Iroiti Hat Ills M 
Epley an acre of ground on the north Imnk of Freiirli Creek, iii iht* iil ilie 
hill, and contracted with Reed to *' kick down ** a well, the tliifri In ii$r 
Prentice and Reed tramfied over the country for days, hs'iitiiig fiy 

means of the witch-hazel, which the Tarenuimlte hiitidlrcl tikillltilly 11 $ 
a forked stick, which it was claimed turned in the tiaiitls of ilir iniliirr at ^ 41*104 
where oil existed. Various causes delayetl the coitiplelloii of m'rll, W'liirli iit 
last proved disappointingly small Meanwhile Mr. Preiitirr Inim^l iln* f\\-rirv 
farna, two miles up the Allegheny, In Cranl^erry towiisliifi, iwtl l#irrt| irvrful 
paying wells. A railroad station on th© tract k iiiiniwl Sim liiiii 4111 ! II Cl 
Lamberton has converted the property into a firsKlaw ifiat-fttriii* 
r^orts from Little Kanawha River took Um to Went ViriiiiiM, ^lirre Itr 
and purchased immense blocks of Iitid Atmmg tlirin wm f lir i III Hpf !iig% tiw% 
on the Hughes River, from which oil had t^n •kiiiini^ for itattmioiii. Two 
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of his wells oil llu* Kunawlui yielded six-hundred barrels a day, which liad to be 
stored in ponds or lakes for want of lankaK’c. Confederate raiders burned the 
wells, oil and machinery and drove oh' the worknu'n, putting an extinguisher 
on opi'ralions until the ( irant~Lee episode beneath llu‘ apple-tree at Apjiomattox. 

Assuming: that tlu* ^tmeral direction of profitable devi’loinnenls would be 
northnnist and south-wi'st, Mr. Prentice surveyed a line from X'enango county 
through West Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee. This idc^a, really the foiin- 
ilalion of “ the belt tlu*ory,” he spent thousands of dollars to establish. Personal 
investigation and careful surveys confirmed his opinion, which was based upon 
observations in tlu‘ Iksmsylvania fields, d'he line run thirty years ago tmu'hed 
numerous “springs" and "surface shows" and re(*ent tests prove its reinarkabh' 
accuracy. On this theory he drilled at Mount Hope anti h'oster, opening a 
st‘ction that has |)roducetl several-million barrels of oil. C. 1). Angell applied 
the prin<‘iple in Clarion and Butler counties, mapj>ing out tin* probabk* courstoif 
the " belt " and leasing mut!h jirolific territory. 1 lis success led others to adopt 
the same plan, developing a number of pools in four states, altliough nature's 
lines are seldom straight and the oil-bearing strata art* dt‘{)oHited in curves ant! 
l)t‘dH at irregular intervals. 

In company with W. W. C'lark of New York, to whom he had tradetl a 
portion of his West- Virginia lands, Mr. Prenti(*e setniredattuarter-interest in the 
Tarr farm, on Oil Creek, shortly Itefore the sinking of the llilllips well, and 
liegan sliit^iang oil to New York, They i>aid three dollars ai»iece for barrels, 
four dollars a liarrel for hauling to the railroatl and enormous freiglUs to the 
east, llte iirice droiiplng lielow the cost 
of freights niul liarrels, tlie firm dug acres of 
liitH to put tanks under ground, covering 
them willi planks aiul earth to prevent evuti- 
oration. Traces of these storage-vats n*- 
nuiin on the east Imnk of Oil Creek. C'nide 
fell to twentydive (*ents a barrel at the wells 
and tiu* outlook was discouraging. Clark 
^ Pnmlice stopped drilling and turned their 
iittenlitin to finding a market. They con- 
structed neat wooden packages that would 
hold two cans of refined-tul, two oil-lamps 
and a clo/,en cliimneys iuk] sent one to each 
United-StateH Consul in Europe. Orders 
soon rtwhecl in from foreign ctHintries, 

<jspedidly Cfermany, France and England, 
slimuliitlng the ereidion of refineritfS and 
creating a large expt>rt»trade. Clark & Summer, who also owned an interest in 
the Tarr farm, liuilt the Standard Refinery at Pittsburg and agreed to take from 
Clark & ITentice onediundred-thousand barrels of crude at a dtdlar a barrel, to 
he delivered as retiuired during the year. Before tlie delivery of the first twenty- 
fivedhousimd barrels the price climbed tt> one-fifty and to six dollars liefore the 
completion of the contract, which was carried out to the The iidvanc^e 

continued to fourteen dollars a latrrel, lasting only one day at this figure. These 
were vivifying days In oleaginous circlei, never to lie reiamtecl while Chronos 
wields his trusty blade. 

When crude reached two dollars Mr. Prentice bought the Wasliingtoii- 
McClintock farm., on which Petrokum Centre was afterwards kxmted* for three- 
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hiindred-thonsand dollars, l^'ivo Ncw-V{>rkt*rH, oik*oI liii- «i| ilic; 

Shoe and Leather iiaiik and another the proprietor Ilrevoorl llutiM', ad- 

vanced fifty-thousand dollars for the first jiaynieiit. Within sixty i’ri’iiiirr 
sold three-quarters of his interest for nine-hunclrecl-tljoUHaiicI ilt#il»irr4 .uni 
f^anized the Central Petroleum Oil-Company* with a capital t»l fivr-tiiillhiiei ! 
Wishing to repay the New-York loan, the Brevaiort limtlhird flestretl liiits to re- 
tain his share of the money and invest it as he pleiiHeci. For liis 
dollars mine host received eighty-tlumsand in six rnontliH, a retiirii Iravi.*!! 
government-bond syndicates and Cripple*Cn*ek Kpeciihili«»iw i»m in the l.itiliidr 
of Nansen’s north-pole. Tlu* company netted fiflydhousiiiHl di4htr*i a riiiiiilli in 
dividends for years and lessees cleansl three or four nitl!i«aw Ifoiii tlirlr it|irr*t’ 
tions on the farm. Greenback.s cireulattsi like waste-paper, jtiles \*eriir'%4 ihit.. 
cies were surpassed constantly by actual oceurreiii'e.Haiuleverybialy had nioiiry 
to burn. 

Prentice and his associates purchased many tracts along C til C'reck, iiicliidlng 
the lands where Oil City stands and the BIuckI farm of tivedniriilitHl iwnm. In 
the Butler district he drilled hundreds of wells iukI built tbe Rrlkf Pipe l ine. 
Organiring The Producers’ Consolulated Lund-iitKLP«dr«»k*iitii4iifiipiiiiy, wtlli 
a capital of two-arid-a-half millions, he managtxl k eflicirntly iiiid liacl ii iironiL 
nent part in the Bradford development Btmton cii|ilttlists paid In twelvrdiiin* 
dred-thousand dollars, Prentice keeping a share In hk oll*|’iro|ii»rtkm rr|irrHriit’' 
ing thirteen-hundred-thousand more. The comiatny is now conlrolital by the 
Standard, with I.. B. la^ckhart as su|K‘rintendent Its Indefiillgidile fniiiiilrr 
organi:^ed the Boston Oil Company to o|>erate In Kentiirky iiitil 1Viiii«s4rr, inii 
down oil-wells in Peru and gas-wells in West Virginia, jirwliicrd iiiitl 
thousands of barrels of crude daily and was n vital force In fii’lriileiiiii-iiftairs 
■ for eighteen years. The confidence and estemii f>f Ills c:*oiti|iiilrioH were 
by his unanimous election to the presidency of the OllmciPs Leiignr, ii 
society formed to resist the proposed encroatiimenis of tlifnHi-ii4tli4ni|ircivriti«:*iit 
Company. The League accomplished its mission and Ihefi c|iiiiftly iiirltcd tint 
of existence. 

Since 1877 Mr. Prentice has devoted his attention rliiefly to Itinitirriiig In 
West Virginia and to his brown-stoite quarries iit Aslikiitl., Wimtmmiii, 11 ir 
death of his son, PYederick A., by accidental shotiting. wm 11 %ul lirrra%>riiiriii 
to the aged fatlier. His suits to get possession of tlie ille of i Inliiili, ifie t iiv of 
Proctor Knott’s impassioned eulogy, included in n liuge griint of ktml tlmlrtl tii 
him by the Indians, were scarcely lessfananis than Mrs. ihdimk itruirai if^*| liti 
gation to recover a slice of New Orleans. The diiiiii hivtilvrcl llir liilr In |iro|i» 
erty valued at twelve-millions of dollars. From lik Ashhiiid qmmk% tiir on nn 
took out a monolith, designed for the Columbian Kic|M>siiioii iii %M*h 

long and ten feet square at the biise. Beiide this tticiiifilrr stone 
Needle, disintegrating in Central Park, Pompt^y’s Illlaritmi tlir blggr4 blot 
in the pyramids are Tom-^Hiumb pigmte. At miwntydoiir Hr. ft,f r 

most in energy and enterprise, reteins much of hii yoiitlifnl vigor, iiii 111-^4 anil 
sincere, a master of business, his word as good ns gold, Ffmlrflr roiititv 
an honored place in the ranks of oil |iriMliirrr%, ftf 

nature’s own creating.” 

A native of Chautauqua county, N, Y., wh«r« lu? wjw lH»rn in iHsf., t vrn*. 

Angell received a libera .1 education, served as mitl 

engaged in mercantile purauits at Foreatvllle. . Fon-.tl Uir.uiKh mu! 

the monetary stringency of the timtts to amprombi' with liis * rwMtora. hr n-t m 
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m*cl his llniUH’ial standiiii;’ and paid cvtTy ct*tU of his iiulobtedness, prinripal 
aiul inliTtst, In iHhy lie c*anu' to the oil-rogions with a loan of onr-tlumsand 
dollars and inircliasrd an interest in property at Petruleuni Centre that paid 
handsomely, IVior to ihis, in connection with lUiflhlocapitalLsts, he had liought 
Belle Island* iit the Allegheny River at Scrub- 
grass, u|Hai vvhicli soon after his arrival he 
drilled tltrta* wells that averaged oiuslmntlred 
barrels eiu*h for two years, netting the owners 
over two hundred ihmmand tlollars. Opera- 
tions bi‘low Frankliii, incontpany with Frederic / 

FrtaUice, also firoved highly prohtable. His \ 
observations of tlie eourse tif th'velopinents j 
along Oil (‘reek anti the Allegheny led Mr. 

Angel! to the eoiuinsion that petroleum wouhl I 
be fouiu! in “belts'* or regular lines. He 
iick>pted tile theory ihiit two “belts” existed, 
one running from Petroleum Cetitre to Si'rub- 
grass and the other from St. Petersburg tlirough 
Butler county. Satisfied of the correctness of 
this vktw, he Ittnsed or purHiased all the lands 
within the |>rolmble iKnuularles of the “belt” 
fnim Foster to Ikdle Island, a distance of six miles. The result justified his 
expectations, ninety |>er cent, of the wells yielding abundantly. With “ the l>elt 
theory,” which he fallowed up with eciual success farther south, Mr. Angelfs 
name Is linked IndlHstilubly. His researches enridied him and were of vast ben* 
efit to the producers generally. He did much to extend the Butler region, drill * 
ing fiir ahead of teste<l territory. The town of Angelica owed its creation to ids 
fortuniite oiieratlons In tlie neighlairluKid, conducted on a compreliensive sciile. 
Reverses could not crush his manly spirit. He did a large reabestate ImsineHs 
at Bradford for some years, ointning an oBIce at Ilttshurg when the Washington 
field hegiin to loom u|>. h'ailiiig health compelling him to seek relief in foreign 
travel, last year hts went to Mexico ami ICurotm to recuperate. Mr, Angel! 
in endowed with honndlcms energy, fine Inlellecaua! ptiwers and rare social ao 
qiilrements. During his career In Oildom he was im ex(*el lent sample of the 
courageous, unconciuerable men who have made ftetroleum the commerdid 
wonder of tlie world. 

All old couple In Cranberry township, who eked out a scanty living on ii 
rocky fiiriti near the river, iokl their land for sixtydhousaral dollars at the higlc’ 
est pitch of the olbexdtement around Foster. This was more money than the 
fMtir had ever before seen, much less expected to handle anti own. It was paid 
in biwikmoto at noon find the log-house was to be vacated next day. Towards 
evenltif the |KK>r old woman bunt into tears and insisted that her liusbiind 
ihould give buck the money to the man that ” wanted to rob them of their 
home.” Site was Inconiolable, declaring they would be “turned out to,stiirvi% 
without II roof to cover them.” The idea that sixty-thouiimcl dollars woultl 
buy im Itkiil home brought no comfort to the simple-minded i*reiityre, win mi* 
ho|>ei and iimbltloiii were (xinfmed to the lowly idiode that had ihdtered her 
for II hiilf-ceiituiy. A promlne to settle near her brother In Ditto reconciled her 
ioiiiewliiit, but it iilmoit broke her faithful heart to leave ti iftett endeared by 
many tender iiiiodiitlons. John Howard l%yne, himself ii homelcM wanderer, 
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whose song has been sung in every longm? aiul et'IuH'd in tnrrv itiigirti by 
inniimeral)le hand-organs and playtai by the luasters ul \v»n-i rigbl ; 

" Be it ever m humble, there’s nci phtre like luiitie 


The refusal of his wife to sign the deed conveying the poifirrly rtialilfd it 
wealthy Franklinitc to gatlier a heap of money. Thi.‘ Iriicl was niid un- 
productive and the owner proiK>sed to accept ft>r It the Hiriall siiiii tiy ii 

neighboring former, who wanted more pasture for his ciitilr. !*’iir Ihr iir'4 tiiiir 
in her life the wife declined to sign a pafter 4it her lumbarid'H rtn|iieHi. hiH iiig "dii’ 
had a notion the form would be valualde aomv day. The purrhasrr rflte»rti in 
take it subject to a dower and the lanti lay idle, At ieiigilH'iifalrvehii-iiiiriits 
indicated that the “ belt ” ran through the farm. Hrores of wells yit’idrti frrrly, 
netting the land-owner a fortune and convinchig him that woman! v inliiitiiin is a 
sure winner. 

A citfoen of Franklin, noted for his consrientlousnessiiiifl liln’ralily, was ifi« 
terested in a test-well at the beginning of the ScrubgriiHS df*velo|imriil. lie 
vowed to set aside one-fourth of his portion c»f tlio of the w-ell ** fiir the 

Lord,” as he expressed it. To the delight of the owsiern, wbo llamglil thr ven- 
ture hazardous, the well showed for a hundrcH.! liiirrelH wlieii t,ht* ttibirig wm fitil 
in. On his way back from the scene the Franklin geiitlemaiii cllcl n lllllr fignr- 
ing, which proved that the Lord’s percentage of the oil nnght fini»t tipfill’y ilolbir*i 
a day. This was a good deal of money for religliitis iHiri-Mmc’-s, llie niiikt^r of 
the vow reflected that the Lord could get along without so mncli amh iitiil hr 
decided to clip the one-fourth down to one-tenth, iirguing llial tlir ilir 

scripture limit. Talking it over with his wife, she fidvistfd liltii to 8tli*k to lik 
original determination and not trifle with the laird. The hiiHbiinil took lik own 
way, as husbands are prone to do, and revisited the w^ell iimct day. 
had gone wrong with the worklng-vidve, the tubing laid t«i liedriiwti out and llm 
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well never pu«i|HHl a barn I 
of oil 1 The disapi>olnted 
operator concluded, as he 
charged two thoiisand dob 
hire to his proflt-iiiKl-lims 
account, that it was not the 
Lord who came out lit die 
small end of the horn in 
the tranmiction. 

Rev. Clarence A. Ad- 
ams, dm eltK|Uent ex>piis» 
tor of the First Ikplist 
Church at Franklin, k the 
lucky owner of n |iatch of 
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paying territory at Raymilton. Recently he fmisfied n well wliWi |niitip:*fl niti* 
siderable salt-water with the oil Contrary to CavendWi and tint orillinirf rti#. 
tom, another operator drilled very dose to the lamiidiiry cif Hm 
and torpedoed the well heavily. Instead of iuckiiig Hit! oil friwi the 
nice pumper, the new well took away most of the wll-wattr ind 
production of petroleum 1 Commonly it would seem rtitlicr ttitiin to nili a iteii. 
tist minister of water, but in this case Dr. Adams It irnffciily rt^slgiirfl it* tlw lm% 
of aqueous fluid and gain of dolkr-flfty crude. A pwroiiiifi itwdciit til 
speare, Browning and the Bible, a brilliant lectuimrand 
may he also stand on a lofty rung of the gr^siin Itcidtr mil tltilii lit 
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agu of Franklin’H “graiul ole! nmit,*’ Rev. Dr. Crane. This “father in Israel/* 
vvlume deatli in February of 1896 the whole cunummity tnonrned, left a reeord 
of devoted service as a ijliysieinii and eleigymaa for over sixty years tliat has 
seldom been eciualed. lie Iteided the sick, smootlied the pilhnv of tlu‘ clying, 
relieved tlie distressed, reclainted the erring, 
comforted the l)t‘reaved, turned the faces of 
the straying Zionward and found the i)assage 
to the tomb “a gentle wafting to immortal 
life. ’* Let his memory be kept green. 

'* Tliaugh «>ld, lu’ Hlill n‘tuiiu*<l 
IUh inuiUy Heunt* iiud fiieri^y 
VirtiumH mid wImc lu* wiw, hut uut Hfvciv, 

Ihu* lu* rruH'mhrrcd thut lu* ouce was young ; 

IUm kindly preHcncu thwked nu ji»y. 

Him ck'U the disHulute admired, (‘an he he dead 
Wlume Midrltiud influeuee in uixm hin kiiul?” 

M'lic’ latti "Hiomas MeDonouglg a loynl- 
lumrted son of the Fmerald Isle, wa.s also an 
eju*rgt‘tie operator in the lul)ricating region. 

He luid ait ahnndanee tif ndlicking wit, **the 
pupil of the soul’s dear eye,” and an imfail- 

* * , - , . . THOMAS M'noNtiUiiH, 

ing su|)ply of tlie drollest stones. Desiring 

to lease a farm in Sandy-Creek township, supptised to he squarely “on the belt/* 
he started at dayliraik to interview the owner, ftn^ding sure his mission would 
succeed. An unexpected sight presented itself tlirough tiro upm door, ns the 
visitor step|>ed uinm the |Kirch of the dwelling. The farmer’s wife was setting 
tile table for breakfast and h'rederk: Prentice was folding a paper carefully* 
McDonough rcfdi^ed in a twinkling thut Prentice had secured tlie lease and his 
trii> wan fruitless. “ I am looking for Jtjlm Smith ” he stammered, as the farmer 
Invited him to enter, and lieat a hasty retreat, h’or years his friends rallkal the 
Colonel on his seardi and would ask with becoming solemnity wliether he liad 
dlHccivered John Hmltlu The last time we met in Plilladelplila this incident wm 
revived and the c|neiy reireiited jocularly. The Jovial IVIcDonough dkal in 1894. 
It is Hiife to iiHsume that he will easily find numerous John Smiths in the Inncl of 
perpetual reunion. Hue day he told a story in an ofiice on Thirteenlli street, 
h’riinklhi, which tickled the hearers Immensely. A fulFtledged African, who 
hud hei*ii sweeping the hat*ka‘oom, broke into a tumultucms liuigli. At that 
moment 11 small l>oy wm riding 11 rlcmkey directly in front of the premi»es. 
The jfickfiis heard the |iecai!iiir laugh luul elevated \m tTipadous ears more 
fully to take In llie roiii|deie volume of sound. He must have liitnigltl lire tiiel- 
oiiy fiuiiiliar and believed he had stumbled upon a relative. Desfilte the friintic 
exertioiiM of llie bo>% t!iedunk«?y rushed towards the building whence the boli- 
terous gufliiw proc'ei^detl, shoved his heiu.1 Insirle the door unci laimcdied 11 ter- 
rific briiy. Hie bystiiriders were convulsed at lliis evidetic’e of rnisliiken 
Ideiillty, wlildi the Jolly story-idler frec|utiitly rehearHed for the ckdectiitbii of 
bis lioits of frieiidfi. 

Looking over the* Milton diggings one July diiy, Col. Mcrkinowgli met 1111 
itmiiti*»r»ti|>eriitor wIh» whs sii|ii?rintefiding the removal of 11 wocHleiidaiik from 
ti position beiide tils ilmi and only well. A disctisninn started regitrtllng the 
cciiiitHislIliility of lliii Itikk sediment c’ollected on tlie iMitlcuii of the tank. The 
iimiiteiir the itiiff wonkl not burn iirid McDtjiioiiili liiiighiiif ly re. 

piled, “ Well, Jiisl try it itnd see 1” Hie fellow ligliletl ti nuitdi iiiid iiiipliccl It to 
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the viscid mass before McDonough could iiUerfere, saying with »*i g lift tliai hr 
proposed to wait patiently for the result. He didn’t have U» wail iiiilil 1 irriH 
would freeze over and the boys play shinny cm the ic“e/‘ In flit* iiiitriirili frat’» 
tion of a second the deposit blazed with intense entlnishism, i|iiirklr 
tlie welbrig and the surroundiiigs in tlanies. CUntds of smoke liiletl Itir .lir, 
suggesting fancies of Pittsburg or Sheol. Charn‘d I'higiiieiits til tlir di-rrirk, 
•engine-house and tank, with an acre of blackened terrilory over wiiicli tlir I Hint- 
ing sediment had spread, demonstrated that the uinateiir ‘8 idea had brrii dr* 
eidedly at feult. The experiment convinc*c*d him as sc*arcliiiigly m a Kia-iiigrfi 
ray that McDonough had the right sidecjf the argument. **lf I lie It Iiad 
been as green as the blamed fool, it wouldn’t have burned/* was the I’nluiiePs 
appropriate comment. 

Miss Lizzie Raymond, daughter of the pioneer who fiiiittded Rayiiiiliiifi 
and erected the first grist-mill at Utica, has long tiiught tiie of ilie 

Presbyterian Sunday-school at Fmnklin. Onc?e the lesmiii wiii iil.aiiit Ihr 
and the foolish virgins, the good teacher explaining tlie siilijert in a *itylr 
adapted to the juvenile mind. A cute little tot, imprcsmi by the iiitl |illglit of 
the virgins who had no oil in their lamps, innccently iiii|iilrcd*: ** *Ay« 
mond, tan’t 00 tell ^em dirls to turn to our hotise im* rny piipii *11 tliv* *rtn oil 
■f um his wells ? ** Heaven bless the children that come ns stinlMjiittii to llgliicti 
our pathway, to teach us lessons of unselfishness and prevent die rough wtirltl 
from turning our hearts as hard as the mill-stone. 

Judge Trunkey, who presided over the Venango court a ibien ymri und 
■wag then elected to the Supreme Ilench, was hearing 11 ruse of An 

Oil-City lawyer, proud of his glossy black Imtrd, repremmteil the fumikcii wife, 
a comely young woman from Petroleum Centre, who dandled 11 briglii liiitiy nf 
twenty months on her knee. Mother and baby formed « pretty |iirliire iiml the 
lawyer took full advantage of it in his dosing apficiil to the jury, At 4 brilliiifit 
•climax he turned to his client and said t ** Let me have the dilld !** I In was 
raising it to his arm.s, to hold before the men in th«i box iintl dtm'ril'itf Ilit! Iiriro 
ous meanness of the wretdi who could leave such l'>i*iiiily and iiiiiiii*eiire to 
■starve. The baby spoiled the fun l>y springing ti|>, riiitfiiiiig the 
beard and screaming; “Oh, papa !“ The iiiidlriirfi ftiirly slirirkrd 
Trunkey laughed until the tears flowed and It was live l♦f'^ofrllfdrr 

•could be restored. That ended the oratory and tint jury th^frnd.iiil 

handsomely, Hon, James S. Conndly, m Aisotdiite Judge, who mm In 

Philadelphia and ei^’oys his wdknirned fortune, wm tin flit* lanwlt ni ilir 
moment. Judge Trunkey, one of the pumst, iioblcHi mm mul gfriiir%i 
•that ever shed lustre upon Pennsylvaniii, imminl to lik rwiini |r4r^4gii. 

In your wide ptf^lnatlnns frttiti the |wle« t« th^ wpiliif* 

Should you h.«ir iom© ignoramui««|©t utit hln tfir-iiliiii.if’* 

Say the hwy»oil of Frinkllii ii first inlwiriitw. 

Do at did renown’d Tom Corwin, the gwat itiriiry« Iri||yi4i«i, 

When II Jabberwock in Congfess »«iht to hmti«l liiw m ^ 

Just deny the alltgation and defy ttw I 
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'The. Shasta was Karns dly’s first wi‘11. 

Missouri has two vvt.*lls protUu'ini;’ oil. 

North Dakota has tract's of iiatural-gas. 

Ninety wells in Japan puinp four-hinalredlnirrels. 

IClk City, in the Clarion fiehl, once had twt)- 
thousand population. 

'Phe Rob Roy well, at Karns City, has prtnlucetl 
a (|uarter-iniIlion barrels of oil, 

Alaska-oil is cousin of asphalt «pitch, very heavy, 
and thick as New»Orleans molasses in initlwinter. 

Watle Hampton, jK^^btiaster of Idttslmrg, and 
cousin of (Governor Wade Ihuti()ton, organized 
<»neof the first petroleum ctnntianies in the United 
States, 

(k*nt‘ral Herman Haupt, t>f IMuladelphia, now 
eig'hty-one years old, surveyetl the route and con- 
structed the first pipe-line across Pennsylvania. 

Robert Nevin, fouiuler of the PittHlnirg 71 mrs, 
drilled a dry-hole four-hundred feet, ten miles west 
of ( rreensburg, in 185B. a year before Drake’s suc- 
cessful experiment in Oil Creek. 

The Powell Oil-Company, superintended l)y Col 
A. C. Ferris, still a resident of New York, paid 
fifty-thousand dollars in cash for the Shirk farm, 
Iialf way between Franklin and Oil City, drilled a 
dry-hole and abandoned tlie i>roperty. 

The gentle wife who wekii your faults to cover* 

You fhm't deierve; prb© laamht on earth fttmve her*, 
Keep step and he through hie her faithful lover. 

The new town of (tutrey, tin; liveliest in Colorado, 
thirty miles from Critdde Creek, is fitly named in 
honor of James M. (hiffey, tlie suc'cessful Penn- 
sylvania oil-producer and i>ollti(‘nl leader, wlio has 
big mining interests in that section. 

The P'onner pool, CHreene county, was the cub 
sensation of 1B97 in Pennsylvania. l‘he iHuiner 
wt‘ll, struck in March, and territory around it sold 
forlwodumdred-thoimand dollars. Elk Fork wore 
the West-Virginia belt, Peru t«.»ok the Hooiier 
bist'uit and Lucas county the Buckeye premium. 

Say, hoys, ieein* lu>w fiwt Ih* rattki Iz ihinitiri* 

Th’ way thar drotiplit’ out wti rny hi?ati 
An* knowfiin* m how d#ath may Ink# an ifinin* 

An’ d«an kiim^k out our undtriilrutin*. 

I kalkllatt w« ougtiter swar oft iin«l«‘. 

quit fer kwi>s aurd«»g*gotC ehlnnlii/ 

Btart in th* narrer road for a lieglniiln,* 

An* m strike oil in Heav’tt fer a itir® wltmiii' 

When up the g oldetMUiiri wt goes ft-ihifinlrC. 

When the biggest well in Indliina flowed oil fifty 
imt above the derrick, at Van Bnren, a local paper 
noted the effect thus: ’’The strik© turn given tli© 
town a tremendous boom. Severn! real*estiite 
offices hav© opened and the town-council hiii 
raised the license for farodiiinks from live dollars 
a year to twelve dolliiri.” At this rate Van Iluren 
ought mmii to be In th© van. 
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WoNDKKKtlL SCKNKS ON Oil, CKKKK— MUI) AND (iRKA«K GAIAIRK KiMK AND FaLL 
OK PirKNOMKNAI, ToVVNS—SlIAKKKR, PlONKKK AND PKTROI.KKM CkNTRK 

Fortunk’h yuKER Vaoarikh— Welds Flowing Thouhandh ok Barrklh 
Sherman, Delamatkr and '' Coal-Oil Johnnie ’’ -From I^enhhytcj Richkh 
AND BaCK--RK(MTAI,8 ThAT DISCOUNT FaIRY-TALKH, 

“ I pity the man who ean travel from Dan to Beer^hohu and cry, ' 'Tii all harnm.’ '* 

This beffinning part li not made out of anybody'^ bead ; it*a real.”— 

” Some ihipi come Into port that are not iteered.”'-“.S#«#?r«. 

” God hai placed in hli great bank“»mother earth-Hintold wealth and manva poor man’i cheek 
hat been honored here for largeamounUofbil .V, A, i>, 

*' Ain’t that well splttln’ oil ? A. I). 

“Wonderful, most wonderful, marvelous, most marveloui, are the itorles told of the olbreglon. 

It Is another California.”— /oAn fF. AVrwcv, A. />. 

“ Derricks peered up behind the hmitesof Oil C Ity, like dismounted steeples, anti oil was pump- 
Ingf in the back-yards,”— A. />. 

“ From this place and from this day henceforth eommencet a new era.” — fAWAr*. 

“ The chandelier drives off with its splendor the darkness of nlaht,” Sfmkm. 

“ The onlookers were struck dumb with astonlshmtTd.”— CA<|J^/Av 
” Either I will find a way or make omP^Nmm&n /¥mn»r^. 

” I bid you look itito tin* past as If it were a mirror.”— '/Vrrwrc. 

)RTY«-TI IREIa farmn of manifold Bhapes 
and lay alung* tho Htream frtJin 
the Drake well to the mouth of Oil 
Creek, sixteen miles southward. For 
sixty years the occuinmts of these 
tracts had forced a bare subsistence 
frtim the reluctant soil ‘‘Content to 
live, to proi>agato and die/^ their re- 
c|uirements and their restnirces were 
alike scanty. They knew nothing of 
the artificial necessities and ctxtravti- 
gances of fashionable life. To most 
of tliem the great, busy, plocMing 
world was a sealed l>ook, which tliey 
had neither the means nor tlie inclinii- 
tion to- unclaip. The world recipro- 
cated by wagging in Its customary 
groove, blissfidly tmconscltnin tif the 
scattered settlers on the banks of the Allegheny’s tributary. A trip on a raft to 
Pittsburg, with the privilege of walking back, was the limit of their jiairneyinp 
from the liills and rocks of Venango. Hunting, fishing anti hauling sawdogs iii 
winter aided In replenishing the dom^tic krder. Ntata iiimgimal thounpro- 
ductive valley would become the cradle of an industry before which cotton and 
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coal and iron must “ hide tlitar dimininhoti ht’ails,” |»ti»|i|iri liatl 
that lands on Oil Creek would sell for mt»re th.in t’tiriit'r in i»i Si-w 

York. Who could have conc’eiveti that tln*Hr Imld rlillHaini uf * 

would enlist aml)itkms rnortalH from twery quarter *»!’ the m 4 iiiail rar-r 

to secure a foothold on the t'oveted aeroH? What Htnriitli Hnii ul 4 '•^mi 

could foresee that a thousand dollars t»ii ilir Wiilani larni liniilil yield 

innumerable millions? Who couU! pnalk't that a tiiiy sirratii *»l‘ itrimaiiHli lliikj, 
pumped from a hole on an iHiand too iiisigiiltk'aul to li*o*r #i iiainr, wotiiii ^nvell 
into tile vast ocean of petroleum that is the itiiraclr of llti’ liiiirttn’iilli ? 

Fortune has played many [irankH, but the t|iirerrsi of llinti all ii'r'ri’ tiir V4i|*arirH 
incidental to the petroleum-development on Oil Cirrk, 

The Bissell, Griffin^ Conley, two Hlaek|Hik% i^ott, Him hbiiiiiig. 

Henderson and Jones forms, corn|)riHmg the ftair iiiilrH lirHirnt tln' | if 4 k* w* || 
and the Miller tract, were not e^pCHinlly |»rolilk\ Tnu-rn of 4 litiiobfil oil ptl**, 
in some of which oak-trees had growii to rnoniituH ai«’ *»tt tlif 

Bissell plot of eighty acres. A large dam, itned for %i 4 '* 1«m ainl 

, on Oliver Stackpole*Bfarm, Two refuierkm of minill rapai tt\ binli on ibf* 

Stackpoleand Fletcher lands^ where eighteen or twrtily wrIK iiiodiiri'tl iiintbi 
ately. The owner of a flowing well mi the lower FIriiiiiig laiiii, Ilir 

man who killed the goose that laid the gulden egg^, twniglil I** iii« i# 4 %* iP* »itit 
put by putting the tubing and ieed-l^tgglng fiirtlirr domi. 1 1 n- 11 tr 

the interference, refusing to yield another drop iiiitl |K 4 iiliitg ilir 
Let well enough alone I” The Mflltr fitrtn uf 4 «f* s oti boili 

sides of the creek, was purchiiiod In Mob’ii l*i llic imli.iii 

Rock-Oil Company of New York. Now a RiiiriMtbMialktis ami loffiinli il$r 
principal shipping-point for oil, refmerkm wort? wtdl'* dfillid ami 

the stirring town of Meredith Wusaonied font littlu qmir. litr l.iiimlit util 
turned out sixty barrels a day, tho BmUm fifty, the lltiliiiiil fcuH. ilir i 

thirty and others from ten to twentydive, iit an avewgr *ir|ill$ ul ^ 4 % 
feet. The Barnsdall Oil-Company uperatod uii the atnl iltr him 141111*1 
drilling extensively on Hemlock Eiiii, am! Otwgr liirlirti fan llir htiirJiitir 
Oil-Works. The village, the refineries and the derrirk* li.ur 
completely as Herculaneum or Sir John Fmnklln. 

George Shaffer owned fifty \mUm the Miiirr liiiiii, duidnl In nil 
Creek into two blocks, one in Chorrytritt? t«mnwiii|i atitl tlir »iili*’r mi All*"- 
gheny. Twenty-four wells, eight of them Mmm, mrrr piii ii.iiiii mi ifir iUh 
and the abrupt hill bordering the cfistern nlmm uf tlir HtirMU. hMnm4 I hm 
ner’s Rangoon and three of Wutmm A llrewer’i wrrr tlir 1 bilking iii ilm 

fifty-barrel list. In July of 1 M 4 the OibCruek Miiilniiid 114 % IniGlird hi Slialkt 
farm, which immediately became a stntiun uf gwat iitipurtaii* r. FiMiti «iii? 
house and barn the place expanded in sixty d«y« l« n piwii uf 
population. And such a town 1 Sixtetm-hinicli^^l teiiiiin, f'sitplit^rd p* 

draw oil from the wells down the creek, mi|>fairtetl Ilir fiu inilitr liMinn* 

and hotels tlmt^ sprang up in a night, Every ^cuiid dmit ^imml mm 4 liji 
room. The buildings were *‘hiiltoon coiwtriirlial #4 liuauk, 

erected in a few hours and liable to eollai-Me uii the iliglitc^l |irrit*%t | 
of cards would be about m comfortable nnd stilwtitiilhil, I iiiitin I b kijii by 
rolling back time’s dial thlrtyone ymm, mid In fiitiry Juin i|»r rr*mi| ImM Im 
Shaffer six months after the advent of th# niitway. 

Start from Corry, *‘the dtyofttuinp,»» withtlii' I kiwtiw rclitirr y 4 iiii 4 fiiiii. 
ble of houses thrown around the fieldi. Here the Atliiiiir < kiMt- IVi- 4 irrit, 
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the rhiladelphia & Iu*ie and the Oil-Creek Railroads meet. The station will 
not shelter one-half the inotley assemblage bound for ( )ildom. Mother ('ary 
is [)lueking* her geese'* and snow-ilaki‘S arc‘ dropping thickly. Speculators from 
the c'asleru cities, westerners in (piest of “a good thing,” men going to work 
at the wells, cai>italists and farmers, atlventurers and drummers (iamor for 
tickets. It is the reverst^ of “an Adamle.ss lulen,” for only tlirt‘t‘ women are to 
be seen. At last tlu^ train bat‘ks to the rickety tlejjol and a wild struggle com- 
mences. .Scrambling for the elevatisl cars in New York or C'hicago is a feeble 
movement comi)ared with this frantic onslaught. Courtesy and {-hivalry are 
forgotten in the rush. Men swarm ui>on the steps, <’h>g the platforms, pat'k the 
baggag<‘»car, tlirust tlu* w’omen asi<U\ sti('k to tlu* cowcatcher an<l <’Iamber on 
the roofs of the coat'lu'S. (>vt‘r the roughest track on earth, whic'h winds and 
twists and skirts the crt‘ek most of the wa\% the train rattles and jolts and 
pitc'hes, I'he ccmductor’s job is no sinecure, as he stiueezes through the dense 
mass that leaves him w’ithout .sullicient elbow-room to “punch in tl»e presence 
of the imssenjure.” Derrit'ks— tall, gaunt skeletons, |)ickc ts of llte advancing 
army— keep solemn watcli here and there, the number increasing as Titusville 
comes lit sight. 

A hiuidred people get off and two-hundred manage somehow to get on. 
Past the Drake well, tiast a forest of <Ierrk*ks, iiast .steep clhls and tortmnm 
ravines the engineer speeds the train. Did you ever think what a weight xif 
resiJonsihility rests upon the brave fellow in the locomotive-cab, whose clear 
eye looks straight along the track and whose steady hand grasps the tlirottle? 
Should he relax his vigilance or Ut.se his nerve one moment, .scores of lives 
might be the fearful penalty. A shortstop jit Miller luirm, a whiff iif ndinery- 
smells and in five miixutes Shaffer is reached. The board -station is on the right 
hand, landings on the left form a semi-circle hundreds of feet in length, freiglit- 
cxr.s jam the double track and warehouses dot tin* liank. The flat ' about tlxirty 
rods wide— contains the xnuslmKim-town, bristling with the undiluted esscnc'eof 
petroleum-activity. Three-hundred teamsters arc unloading barrels tif oil from 
wagon.H dragged by patient, abused Imrses and mules through miles of greasy, 
clayey mud. F.verything reeks with oil. It pt‘rvades the air, saturates cUiihes 
and conversation, floats on the muddy scum and fills lungs and xiostrils with its 
pcKUiliur odor. One cannot step a yard without sinking knee-deep itx deceptive 
mire that performs the office of a boot-jack if given ** a ghost of a show.” 
Christian’s Slough of Despond wasn’t a circumstance to this adliesive |>aste, 
which engulfs unwary travelers iu their trouHer-tHJckets luul begeis u dreailful 
craving for roads not 

WUcilly utu liiHHahli', 

Almost imjmMHuhle, 

The trip of thirty-five miles has shaken breakfast dear down to tlie pil- 
grims’ toots. Out of the cars the hungry passengers tumble as frantically as 
they had clambered In and break for the hotels and restaurants. A dollar pays 
for a dinner more nearly first-class In price than in (juality. Tlu’ nanou hail 
leading to the dining-room is crammed with men I’ersoifs I loti l hal four hun 
dred a day*»'Wiilting their turn for vacant chairs at tin? tablt*s. bolting the meal 
hurritHlly, the next inquiry is how to get down the creek. There are no ctaifi^s, 
no prancing steeds, no stages, no carHagei for hire. The hmirsci voic*r of ii 
hiickman woiilcl be sweater music than Ileethoven’s “McHinllght Hciniita or 
Mendelssohn’s ** Wedding March.’* Horseback-riding Is Impracticable and 



120 


SA7rr(7//:S /X rA7 7)/'Wi// 


walking seems the only alternative. 1‘o wade anc! Ilcamtlin’ iwidvr HI 

City is that far oil— is the dreary jirospeet that free/en the Hark ! ^ In 

strident tones a fierce-lookiiig fellow is shouting : *'' Paeket boat lor Oil t ity ! 

This way for the paoket-hoat I Paeketda^at! Paeket-boat !** ViHioris of a 
pleasant jaiint in a snug cabin lure you to the landitig, Ihe ** parketdioat ** 
proves to be an oilystxiw, without sail, engine, awning ortluiir, wliiili horses 
have drawn up the stream frt>m Oil City. It will float bar’k at the rale «»f three 
miles an hour and the fare is three-fifty 1 The name anti |»ietnre of ** Pomeroy's 
Express,” the best of these nondescript OtWYeek vessels, will bring a smile 
and warm the coc'kles of many an ohbtimt'rks htsirt * 
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Perhaps you clecnde to stay all night at Hl'iiifler iiitd sbirl on Irwit rarly isi 
the morning. A chair in a room thick witit tobatTiesitiiike, or i ifiiilt hi ii 
corner of the liar, is the best you mn ex|H?ct. lly rare litrk y*ni itwy 
to pre-empt a half-interest in ii smali l>ed, tucked with two or tlweo iiiorr In u 
closet-like apart.ment Your room-mates talk cif ** llomdiig wrik- "■ live tiiiiidretb 
thousand dollarB---third sand^-^blg strike— rkli In ii tteek— tliiitis.ifni ihilkirti ii 
day,” until you fall asleep to dream of wells s|M,*utltig neiifi of mini and liaplrm 
wights wading in greenbacks to their waisti. Awtiklng rold iititl iiiirrCrrslirtl, 
your brain fuddled and your thoughts ymi gulii a liretikfiisl of ” liiiiti 

’n eggs ’n fried potatoes ’n cofee ” and prepare to ilrlke out holtllv, KiicaHetl 
in rubber-boots that reach above the thighii you clitMiie one of tlir two jiiitlis«' 
each worse than the other— pray for iustidniiig griict mid la^giii titr t«illsowe 
journey. Having seen the tipi of the elephiintY eiiri, you mraii to mn* tlir onti 
of his tail and be able to ©stimiite the bulk of tliii itiilmtii Niglit k riming In 
as you round up at your destination, mchawstcd and ftiuck’iwitfcl to tItr chin* 
But you have traversed a r^ion that has m dupllciitti **lii Imiiven nlwive, m 
in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the eartli/* and fwl rrroitimmmil a 
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thousaiul-tbUl lor tlie fatigue and (.‘xposure. Wert* your years lo exct‘ed 
Thomas Purr's and Methuselah’s eombinctl, you will never again beliold such 
a scene us the Oil-Greek valley i>resented iii the days of “ the middle passage ’ 
between Shaller and Oil City. Rake it over with a fme-cumb, turn on the 
X-rays, dig and scrape and root and to-day you couldn’t find a particle of 
Shader as big as a toothiiick 1 When tlie railroad was extended the buildings 
were torn down and carted to the next station. 

Widow Sauney’s luuulred-acre farm, south of the .Shaller, had three refin 
erics and a score of unremunerative wt‘ns. David (iregg’s two-lunulred acres 
on the west si<le of Oil Creek, followed suit with forty luaepaying wells, three 
that yielded oil and the Victoria and Continental refineries. The Mc’C'oy well, 
the first put down below the Drake, at two-hundred feet averaged fifteen 
barrels a day from March until July, i860, h'ire burning the rig, the well was 
drilled to five-hundred feet and |)roved dry. R. P. Ileatlysold his two-hundred 
acres on Oil Creek and Hemlock Run to the Clinton OibCompany of Ni‘W 
York, a bunch of medium wells re[)uying the investment. James harrell, a 
teamster, for two-hundred dollars purchased a tlurty-acre bit of rough land 
south of Beatty, on the east side of Oil Creek and Bull Run, the extreme 
south-west corner of Allegheny— now Oil Creek— township. In the spring of 
i860 Orange Nolile leased sixteen acres for six hundred dollars and one-tiuurler 
royalty. Jerking a “siiring-pole” five months Bank a hole once-lumdred-and- 
thirty feet, without a symptom of greasiness, and the well was neglectted nearly 
three years. The “third sand’^ having been found on the creek, the holders 
of the Farrell lease decided to drill the old hole deejier. (leorge B. Delamater 
and L. L. Lamb were associated with Noble in the venture. I'hey contracted 
with Samuel S. Fertig, of Titimville, whose energy and relialnlity hud gained 
the good-will of ot)enitors, to drill about five-hundred feet, fertig went to 
work in April of 1H63, using a ten-horse boiler and engine and agreeing to take 
one-sixteenth of the working-interest part payment He had lots of the 
push that long since placed him in the van as a successful producer, enjiiying 
a well-earned competence. Early in May, at 
four-hundred-and-fihy feet, a “crevice” of 
unusual size was encountered, fearing to 
lose Ills tools, the contractor shut down for 
consultation witli the welbowners. Noble 
was at IHttshiirg on a hunt for tubing, which 
he tirdered from IMnladelpliia, The well 
stood idle two weeks, waiting for the tubing, 
surface- water vainly trying to fill the hole. 

On the afternoon of May twenty-seventh, 

1863, everything was ready. “Sturt her 
»Iowly,’* Noble shouted from the derrick to 
Fertig, u’lio stood bcsltie tlie engine and 
turned on the steam. Hie rods moved up 
and down with steady stroke, bringing a 
stream of fresh water, wliich it was hoped 
a day^i ptimiiing might exhaust. Then it 
would be known whether two of the owners— Noble and Deliimiitcr— hiid 
acted wisely on May fifteenth in rejecting ono-hundred-iliouiancl dolliirt for 
one-htlf of the well Noble went to an eating-house near by for a lunch* He 
was munching a sandwich when a hoy at the door bawled : “Golly! AlnT 
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that well spittin’ oil?" 'riirnin}!: urouml, lie saw a l oUinin <>( oil ami water 

rising a lujudred feet. onvdopinK: the triws aiul the dn.i. k ... d.-.i-.e -.(..av! 

TlKi gas i-Dured' the ground fairly shook and the UMrkiiu-ini,i* 4 iit<’ii lo 
g-uish the hre beneath the boiler. The “ N«»blo well/* desliiiril to ln’ ili<- iiitHl 
profitable ever known, had begun its da^/ling t^.irwr at ihr tli//v ligiir*’ «il 
three-thousand barrels a day 1 

Crude was four dollars a barrel, rose U> six, to tiii. to iliiili-tii * t 
the receipts from the Ntible well at these <iuotatH.iiiN -iwrlvr ltiiiie.aiichiarJilerti ■ 
thousand, thirty-thousand, thirly-nine-thousarid tlollarH a il.i\ ’ Siitliair'-* Liblrtl 
Valley of Diamonds was a ten-eent side-slunv in roin|iatis.*ti iuili the 
realities of the valley of Oil C'reek. 

Soon the foaming volume filled the Inflow <ioHr la llie ivril and r.iii into 
the creek. What was to he dtme? In the forcible iarg«»ii of a dtillrr : " Hitt 

clivil waix to pay an’ no pitch hot!’* l*or twodiiiiitlrrtl tluliar^t Hirer tmm 
crawled through the blinding shower and coiitriveti tii iiltacli a ^4ti|i-rork drvire 
to the pifie. By sunset a st?vendnindrt‘cl -barrel tank was «iirrlloiviiig, Itsial- 
men down the creek, notified to come at once Ibr nil lliey waiilni at Iwii liallaro 
a I, )arrel, by midnight took the oil directly from the well., Sr’%i nummim Itn? 
stream was turned into a threedhousaiubbarrel tiiiik* fillit'ig it iii livtiiiy'-fnii’'* 
hours ! Sixty-two-thousand barrels were shipped atitl taiikrik. 

exclusive of leakage and waste, in thirty days* Wec‘k iil'lrr rnn'k itir il»iw 
continued, declining to six-hundred barrels ii day in cigliinai 1'1ir 

superintendent of the Noble & Delanmter Oil Coiiiiiaiiy— orMaiii/rtl m 1^14 
with a million capital— in February of 1865 recoiiiiiieiiilril iiiililiig i.nsi llir liiiiiiig 
and cleaning the well Leaniing of this iiileiiliiiii, Niii»lr 40*1 I '»rt4iiiiilrr 
unloaded their stock at or idiove pur. The liibiiig tlr.iwii, iiir wrll 
pumped 'fifteen barrels in two days, came to a full ^lo|i aittl wm 4.ii,4iiil*iiirii ,»ri 
a dry-hole ! 

The production of this rnarvelouH gusher— twt’r si'vi'ti }am*la d iliMaj.iiid 
barrels— netted upwards of four-mlllion dollars ! t UtrdbiiiilN^ iln'iiMtdH ‘iiuu 
went to the children of James Farrell— he did lan live to In » tiiid lap# *| 
“--James, John, Nelson arul their sister, now Mrs, Wdliaiii II Pifioii #4 iiiir, 
ville. Noble and Delaiuater owned one-half the %%’orkiiig iiti* b ' lln 
teenth assigned to S. S. Fertig, who bought aiiothrr sixtreiiih it' an b.iui I ,iiif li 
while drilling the well and sold kah to Wilhiiiii If, AWit#itb4 
thousand dollars. Ten per»‘iiiH—L. L. |.,«iiib Holfuiitiu aial W if, \bMr.|ir%, 
L. Reed, James and -L, H, Hall, Charles iind Tlioiiias llrliiiiaM. lilt Inn* h 
hill and RolHn Thompson'“-held almost otie»ifii«iriri . I ,vrii llte* u.m « laiifi 
gave each a Hiilendid income. The total oiitliy for the Irasr mril ii«! tittiii* 
four-thousand dollars—wtiM repaid one4hoys4.im,l litites in ? |v it 

surprising that men plunged Into speculalimis whult H ilir 

South-Sea Bubble and l4iw% MissisHi|'>pi»Htiiemr? is it *011 iioudi t tli.if 
tudes were eager to stake their last dollar, dmir lieai!li, tlirii im-, iii.it 
souls on the chance of such winnlrigH^ 

Thirteen wells were drilled on tin? Fiirrdl ^Irip Tit** Ff 4I1 li.ol mi Id* il a 
hundred-thousand barrels iiiid wim tkiiiig twoditimln^l 4 tiai iiliro iii." 4 
burst, flooding the well with water itiul drKliig ilie ml liwav I 
and the Commercial did their share towiirtb iimkiiig lift* tmiimi iiir 
property in Gildom, with third sand on iho flati anil in liir i.miir *4 linli Him 
fortyTeet thick. Not a fragment of iiinks or derrirkt k liH i*i imift.iir ifpii 
twenty fortunes were acquired on the dcii'tlato oiti^* ilir iirttiim* 
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tlous activity, more coveted than Naboth’s vineyard or Jason’s (jolden Fleece. 
( )n tile Caldwell farm of two-hundred acres, south of the Farrell, twenty-live 
or thirty wells yielded largxdy. The Caldwell, finished in March of 1863, at the 
ni>rth“West corner of the tract, Ikiwed twelve-hundred barrels a day for six 
weeks. liividently deriving its supply from the same pool, the Noble well cut 
this down to four-hundred barrels. A demand for one-fourth the output of the 
Noble, enforced by a threat to pull the tubing and destroy the two, was settled 
by paying oue-hundred-and-forty-five-thousand dollars for the Caldwell well 
and an acre of ground. “Crowing smaller by degrees and beautifully less,*’ 
within a month of the transfer the Caldwell (piit forever, drained as dry as the 
bones in F^^ekit'l’s vision ! 

Hon. Orange Noble, the son of a New-York farmer, dealt in sheep and 
(’attk‘, married in 1841 and in 1852 reuuived to Randolph, Crawford county. Pa. 
Ik; farmed, manufactured “.shooks” and in 1855 opened a store at Townville 
in partnership with (K*orge B. Delaniater. 'Flie partners and L. I.. Lamb 
insiiecHed the Drake well in OCober of 1859, secured leases on the Stackpole 
4uul Jones farms and drilled two dry-holes. Other wells on different farms in 
1S60-1 resulted similarly, but the Noble compensated richly for these failures. 
The firm wound up the establishment at Townville in 1863, scpiared petroleum- 
accounts, and in 1B64 Mr. Nolile located at Erie. There he organized banks, 
erected massive blocks, served as mayor three terms, built the first grain 
elevator and contributed greatly to the prosticrity of the city. Blessed with 
funple wealth«““the Nolde well paid him eight-hundred-thousand dollars— a vig- 
orou.H coiLStitution and the regard of his fellows, he lias lived to a ripe age to 
enjoy the fruits of his patient industry and remarkable succesH. 

Hon, (k'orge B. Delaniater, whose parents settled in Crawford county in 
1822, studied law and was admitted to the Meudville bar in 1S47, I le iiulilishcd 
a nevvHpni>er at Youngsville, Warren county, two years and in 1852 started in 
business at Townville. Cliouts were not plentiful in the quiet village, where a 
lawsuit was a luxury, and the yming attorney found boring juries much leas 
nsnimerative than he afterwards foimcl boring 
oikwells. Returning to Meadville in 1864, with 
sevendumdred-tlioiiHand dollars and some 
real-estate at his command, he built the mag- 
nificent Delaniater Block, opened a bank, pro- 
moted many important enterprises and en- 
gtigetl atlively in iiolitic.s. SeleHed U> oppose 
<k»orgt; K. Audt;rHon“«he, too, had a har’l— 
for the Hiatt* Senate in 1869, I )elamater carried 
off tlu* pri/t*. It was a case Greek meeting 
<irt‘t*k. Moia*y flowed like water, Anderson 
speiuling ihirtydhousand dollars and his 
oppont*nt twenty-t*ight«thousand cm the pri- 
niiarit*s ahme! This was the beginning of 
the tlt'plt*tiou of the Delaniater fortune and 
tint ptilitit'al demtjralization that scandalized 
C'rawford nninly ft»r yt*nrH. Mr. Delaniater 
st‘rved oiu* term, <It*clinetl to run again and Anderson succeeded him. His 
son, Getirge W., a young lawyer of ability and superior address, entered the 
lists ami was t*U*cttsl Mayor of Meadville and State -Seimtor. He mnrrited an 
accomplishtHl lady, oc(!upied a brick- mansion, opemted at Petrollii, practiced 
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law and assisted in nuininp: the hank. Samuel It. i*i*k iit.iilr*! iiMti 
opposed the Delamalers bitterly. Ntaniiialecl ft»r (hi\« iiimi til !’« iiii m 

1890, George W. Delamater wiiH defeated by M»»birrl I* lli t^m 

ducted an aggressive campiiigu* viHitlug every srrtkiii itir 4 ihI ttiiiiiim; 
friends by his frank courtesy and manly iH^ariitg. Riiiiird t»\ 
longer tostatid die drain that had been snpinng IH rr^iititir*! H liin-ilu 
Bank suspended two weeks lifter the guhernalorlal rlrfiitut I b* I le k 14 ^. 

the homes of the parents and t!ie st>ns» the iiHSets of ilir nn un u , 

in the bucket— met a trilling percentage of the halhliiir^. .4»ii 

ficed, suits were entered and diHrniHsed, Havings of 11 m* 4% 

and tlie failure entailed a host of serioiiH Itmes, ‘Hie nriiioi I I i hi 
10 Ohio to start life anew at Heveiuy-taie. <*et»rge W. .tlrd m I aul 

(phckly gathered a law-practice. That he will regain wralili and p n m|| 

every creditor and some day represent hm clNrirt lii ils^# « Ini if$* «i% 

him best are not unwilling to believt?. The fall of liir IbdaiiHitfi LainH ilir 
beggary of tire aged father— the crushing of the Hoii*H hufiofabli iti> 

exile from home and friends— the milfcrifig cif liinotmii li* iiin* .ill fii# '4‘ 
trate the sad reverses which, In the oibregbit, •'t'otiir, lini 
but in battalions.’* 


James Bonner, son of an Ohio anti liiwik*lrr|*rr Ui h 

Delamater, lodged in th© firm’i new oflice the wril. mill 

fever, his recovery was hopfelcis. The oflir^ raiiglii lirr. 
fatlrer carried him to the wlnclotv, a la,Mird[ wm plitrrti imu .i»ii 

he expired in a few moments. Ills fntlior^ ov«rcoiiir b| ^1111*4# , if «| 
wMi difficulty ; his mother escaped by Jumping from tlic' %ii mol %Ini\ 

James F'oster owned sixty mrm on the wmt slilo i#f 1 >il 1 ‘ir^ i 
Farrell and Caldwell tracts. The iip|M?r hiilf, rxlniditig lull l^i ^ 

Run, he sold to the Irwin Petroleum Cotn{Mifty f»f Plill limsi 
well pumped two-hundred barrels a diiy. Tim Piirtrrwill m .4 

1864, flowed all summer, gradually detaining friiiii twolmmlird ImisH*. in 


seventy and finally pumping twenty. Other welb iiiiil n mmpn |niii| 
dividends. J. W. Sherman, of Ckveliiml, kmmd the itmrr riid *4 Ibtr ^ipl 
bounced the “spring-pole” in the winter of iwnin ^ iii»i 

his own played out before the iccond ^tid wm |i^iirtr*iiril it » 
to drill deeper “by hand-power.” A howe or itii eiigliti- hi lu^l hi %%.nk 
the tools. “ Pete,” a white, mifular wm prti«iiii '4 

interest in the well. Tlie tusk b«*omlng Um heavy fur “ IVb , ' i -n 
teenth was traded to Wlllliim Avery and J. ii litrrir r.»r ii i oid 
boiler. Lack of meiim to buy iml-an mki%\ uM i-t 

cash”— caused a week’s delay. The owiteri of ifir* wrii ioiilil iufi nor.in 
“long green ” to pay for one ton of fuel I ¥m mmtimt mtrrmk .1 piir. Inn.# t 
grudgingly surrendered ©if hly dollam iiml a ihoPguti! Iln 44»||,4 k.nl 
been expended when, on Miirdi iixtmith, Inmmm i- 1. b *4 

Patrick’s dayw-the tools pmctiired the third »iid. A m *, im ilir 

tools were drawn out and iti five mlnutti ov^t^iWng iwwii In ml t b* %,|ir 1 1 ti m 
well was Bowing two-thouiand birrels a day! mmurnim ihr .4 11,^ 

parrot stopped ofLis ftmthen tiicl blown livi?4ittiitiiri| frrt hv 4 immX 1 
sionjpeopk might well «cWm i “ This the f ilii i .,1* |i 

To provide tankage mm thefirat mmmh tmnm mrir lof 

lumber and ca.rpettt« hurried to th% mwm. Mmf tlir writ a f^n^.r 1 ii 

two stumps, could not b# avoided. In this on# of the .up k i..i .ii,i| 
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hiul to 1 h* pritnl oul» John A. Malhor rlmncocl to foim* alotig with his j>hoto- 
Kraph apparatus. Tlu* nusi posotl an instant, the horses “looked pleasant, 
the waKon didn’t stir and he set'ured the artistic picture n‘prt»duced here tliirty- 
five years after. It is an interesting souvt*nir of former litn<%S‘ that 

tleserve the best work of pen tmd pencil, camera and brush, “ to hold them in 
evtniasling risnembrunce.” 



ntecK IN A Mt iuicHJ*; NhA« rnr: shhkivi-\n wrri in iH6,!, 


i'ht! Shentmn well “whooped it up** liravely, averaging nine-hundred 
barrels dally ft»r two years and cetising to si>out in February of 1864. runitnng 
rimlored it li* seventyd1vc‘ barrels, wliiclt dwindled to six or eight in 1867, when 
lire consumed the rig and the veteran was abandoned. The protluc t sold at 
lirices ranging from fifty cents to thirteen tlollars a barrel, the total aggregating 
ievenleendiuiicIrtsbtlaniHand dollars I Ht.»w was that for a return? It tneiinl 
oiieditifidreiblhtHisand tlollars for the man who traded I^ete,*’ one-hundred- 
tliotisittitl for the man who invented eighty clollarH and a nwty gun, one-luindret!- 
tliiiitsitiitl for the two ftten who furtdshed the second-hand ettgine, and a million 
detliiclliig the rtiyiilty— for the man who had neither cash nor credit for a 
tom I of coal I 

Nofiti Ilf the otlicr fifty or iixty wells on tlie Foster farm, some of them 
Hlicriiiaifs, was parliculiirly noteworthy. The broad flat, the sluggish stream 
tiiid the blitffi across the creek remain us in da\i of yore, but the wells, the 
ftliiiiilirs, tlir tanks, the machinery tmd the workmen have vimbhed. Sherman^ 
long liair and lit-atu. sunck a spouter in Kentucky, ofierated two or three years 
*tl lliaillotd ami took up his alHule at Warren. It was a treat to hear his vivid 
ilr%* itjilioie* III’ life tin till C*reek in the Infaiu^ rif developfi-ients—life crowded 
wilit it»iii'4otm4tiofH tar surpassing the faiUnstic changes of “A Midsummer 
NighF*‘ thisiiii.** lie tlied ill Clevelatid last year. 

Aitioiig tile tcitiiistrrs who hiiuled tdl from the Hhermiin well in Its prime 
wm **<\*ii“ udloiittril, li fiiiidoving, impulsive Irishmiin. lie saved hk 


126 


SA7:7('/// s AV 


earning's, secured leases lor hiinseil. invin'd a Ur\% mI if k 4«» t itv aiiil 

operated in the Clarieii field. Marrying a \uniig iad% 1 \ \ ^ 

his early home, he livtsl some years at Fti^bnrg ami M i* 'ti t I Ir u 

the rarest of practical jokers iind universally esiertiirtl tooi, i»i !li% ifn 

afflicted him for years, deiith at last .Htilling as warm ami kitidh a In 4f l o . . i i 
throbbed in a manly l)reaBt. “Cun ** ufteii regain! itir tiiih In . df-tl « *ifi. ran i 
as vve rode or drove through the Chiriun distrkl. “ f»*,n r to In . 4 . ** 

Late in the fall of 1B59, ’* when Ih' frost %v%u uii lid iniiikni' 411' ili U^umi 
wuz onth* rye/* David McElheiiny sold the M|i|ier ami \|' I ilirion i nm-, 

oue-hundred“and<aghty acres at tlie south “east rornrr 1 1 

to Captain A. li Inmk, for fifteenduiiidred dollaiH and *ny 01 tl# «a ib* *,i| 
Joining the Foster farm on the norlli* i)il Cm-k Inniiidrii tlir opp# i t tai 
the east and south and Pioneer Run gurglnl llifoiigli liir 11 .um *4!* 1 ii| 

Creek flowed througli the norlhernitml wnUerii Mdr% «d ili»’ Jo,'ip iilnsfi 
had the Lspy farm on the east, the lk»yd houiIi ami tlir itid 

west. McElhenny’s faith in |H!troletmi wiih of llir ftitt^t»ii<L4*’r#| i^idf 1 lod lir 
jumped at Plussey & McBrlde*H ofRjr of twentydlsoii^tmi 
Captain Funk— he olnalned the title fr<mi riittniiig slraiiil»»i.it% ImaUunf^ * li 
Youghiogheny river«-“in February of iHrb eomfiirmnl tin' iir*! iin* 

lower McElhenny farm. All ipring and siimiiirr tlm ' |i» 44 i »4 

serenely, punching the hole two 4 iutidrwlsiiid«Hi.isty Irrt, iHib n.» P4i of 

oil in the first and second sitndH, The? Captiiiii. I«dir%iiig ii 4 1 ini 
would gladly have exchanged the hole “for 11 u 4 km d#?i, \ §♦ 

P\mk, lK)ught a small loontiotivedw^^^ ami an ritguir liiwl 
during the winter. Early in Mny, at fonrdiiimlrrfi ir«i. 4 "pt f.f L i “ 
•— die third simd* '-“tested tlia U?m|M»r t>f llir ceiitri bit um iImi 

^ksprings eternal in the huinim breast/* Itwik a iredi liolti It I 4 .n tint 

tools bored thirty, forty, fifty feet Into the “ fadiblr “ amt a hI ,»|| 
appeared. Then something happened. IderkHof iMiii biibbl* 4 f.ip .4 

the conductor, jets of water rushed out, oil and W4iirr l| 4 Sf 4 l 4 lai.p'i 

pillar of [mre oil soareil fifty yards ! The P*oiitiiaiii well Ii4»i lapiM 4 .1 1,41111 iw 
in the rock ordained thenceforih tofurnkli matiklmi wiili prot. 

leum. The /nv/ rec// h “the tliirtl ami iralH /4/ ii¥ 

Oeek that flowed fnim unyHuml. it rnveali'd t»il>|»m(|iili«r. i, i,.,. 
and unsuHpeettsd. 


Mure t!uip;ihl<‘ tlmn the tiiythicnl l‘Viuni<iin (.f V<»uih. tlir I „*H 

tallied thrtH'-lutndred l«trn>lN n day fur fifttt-ii muittliv n,.- ,1.,., ^ ,„j, 4 
suddenly as it bcpni. I'nrailine »««! '•IriHiKl.-.l it tu «|j aS. ,4,« »!,.■ 

pores and pipes elleettmlly. A yuimg man "Uutttiit Uh’ ,u»iu,f i.j. . t*. 

shoot” at Steain Mills, east of Tltusvlllt?, wlwn? t'4|it.iin I uni. h.n! . | 
mills. A visit to the Dnikuaud Itnrnsdall wdts, in t .s-.. 

mined the selnmlmaHter to have an oil'Welt of hk outi | mii, hK,(,i u,, 
earnest, manly yuiitli atul leasetl him five a«'r*yS of tin* uf))« i M. ] ii,. out 1 oh, 
Plenty of brains, a brave heart, robust liiuiltb, willing il»,n 

constituted his capital Securintj two parlnoM, " Itu Wtig ” -a ,h. ,j <« t»*.- 
spnng of i 860. Not a sign of oil conltl Iw tMwtvd at tu.» lna«ii>< 4 i, . i .,,,4 

the partners departed from the fieltl. Hummer aiitl ibe t. .,. In , 

saving were Kone. He earned more mt»iu?y by.lr(llm« on i|„ 
river, four miles above Oil City. While thus etiKaiicHl ih«- Foom.,,,, js ,, ,„j„, 
honized the business by tiowinu " from a lower rmk l lir «•% « » 14, , .1 ibr 
birch he had resigned tht, ferrule for the '• stiri«|[.|sile •*- li.,»t. u, ,! 1,. H,.. 




1'hr I'Vrtig vvrll, in whtrh David Ik'utty and Midiavl ( iurinun vvtTn Inn partners 
itrigiiiully, rH'ali/t’d him u furtune. Bern in Venange eounty, en a farm Ir?1c)W 
ihei Ci{>% in he cManpleled u ctmrsc at Neilltewn Academy and taught 
Htiiiiu! several terms. S<H»n after einlmrking in the preduclten of oil he formed 
a parlnership with the laic* J<>hn \V. Ilummend, whit:h lasted until dissolved by 
dcMth Uvetity yi’ars later. I'Vrtig cSt Hammond operated in diflerent sedions 
wiili great sueeeHH, carried on a refinery and estahllshed a hank at Foxlnirg. 
iVtr. lH‘rllg was Mayor of Mliusville three terms, School-DontroUer, State Sen» 
alor and Ihmiocralie candid, ite for faeutenant-Governor !n iHyH. lie lias het?n 
vlce^’preslderit of tile C ‘ommercdal Bank from Its organisation in i8Ha and Is 
fifriildent of the Htusvilk* IroitAVorks. I lead of tlie National Oil-Compimy, lie 
was iiIho clii«*f olliciT of the Union OlhCompiiny, an asHodation of refminf 
ciiitipiiiiies, For iliree ycnirs iH treaHurer-'-'-iHi/j 5— he tided the United-States 
ilfied.liiii Caiiiipaiiy over a fmandal cnsm in As a pioneer producer— 

line of till! few survivors connected with developments for a generation-- 'ii 
rctirier aiul liimker, munufactnrer and huHiness-inan, John hertig is 

iiiosi distint tk'rly a repreHentative of the oiheountry. FVom first to last he 
Ii 4 ‘i hern udinfralily prudent and aggrensive, connervatlve and enterprising In 
rtliapiiig a cart'cr with timtdi to dierish and little to regret. 

i**irdeii«k Urmkrf drilled a notable well on the ^IcElhenny, near the 
foster |i|tght|C **sprlitgi.Mile** In tH6i tincl piercing the sand at one- 
liiifitirrd mid fifty Icil, lie pmnpecl the well incessantly twm months, getting 
dear water for Ills p»iiitH. Helghhm^ jeered, Hiked If lie iiroposed to empty 


77/A wiijjn' OF rFmoija\M, u; 

<h’Si‘rted Well to the depth of f'unk's eye-opener. 'The stYtnui thret‘dumdred 
barrel gusher from the third sand, it rivaled the loamtain aiul arrived in time 
to hel|i iHfji crimson the glorious lanirth 1 

lion. J(»lm hVrtig, of 1‘itusvilU*, llie plucky sdiuulmasler of iHstj-c.o, has 
bec*n largely identified with oil ever since his initiation on the Mcldlienny lease. 
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the interior of the planet into the eivek am! ailvisrtl liini to iiiipoil .1 iy|»te 4 
colony, Crocker pe|^gx‘tJ renunnl Bering that ** he langliH l»r‘4 wliu Litigii^ 

last.” One morning the water wore a tinge of greiii, ‘llir rulttr 
the gas “cut loose,” and a .stream of oil shot iipwanJ*.! I tie C rt»< 4 fr writ 
spurted for weeks at a lhuusand 4 )urrel dip anti wiis sohl lor ••a^ivd}vr 4 litiii%iii*l 
dollars. Shutting in the How, to prevent waste, wroiiglit srrioiiH initirv, I lir 
well disliked the treatment, the gas .sought a vent elsewlierr. |itifii|iiiig 
back the yield temporarily to fifty harreln ami in tin.- fall 11 vielii*'ti tifOlie gltti-a, 

Bennett 8 c Hatch spent the summer t>f cirilling on a ir.e^r aiiioiiitiiv. ilto 
Fountain, striking the third .sand at the same de|illi. « Ni Svpivmhrf ligliirriiili 
the well l)ur.st forth with thirty-three-hundretl barrel^ per ila.^ ! Ilii** 

” confusion worse confounded,” foreigners not wanting "ihe .liid 

Americans not yet aware of its real value, llie addition of 
barrels a day to the sui'jply— with big nddititms friiiii ullirr ■ ■ kiitti'krti 

prices to twenty cents, to fifteen, to ten 1 All the roopefs in « nbloiii 1 oiibt iiot 
make barrels as fast as the Kmiiire well— ap|iro|irliile tiaitit 1 oiild iiii ilinn 
Bradley & Son, of Cleveland, bought 11 month's oiilfiiil i«»i lAe liiiiidit d ♦biiliiH 
loading one-hundred-thouHiind barrels into boats iiiidei tinii *011114*1* I It* 
despairing owners, suffering from "an emlmrriiSHtmiit ol ridii irtrd in « oil 
up the pesky thing, but the well wan like Xnntlp|H% tin* wtl* *ii Ho# 14I* 

and would not be choked off. They built a tkiii iiioiiinl If. bill flir oil l 

be dammed that way. It just go^d the |H>ncb run llir fiiilasikiip'iit ,iiid 
greased Oil Creek as nostroam wm ever greinw*tl laforr ! I'wnil v lii«* iniiiitt r 4 
barrels was the daily average in November iiiitl lw‘rl%-r’btsii«liiil iii 
The torrent played April-fc>ol by stopping wltlioiit nutm\m%$n litmitir 4 11*1111 
its inception. Cleaning out and pumping n.,?st*wrtl it to Intiiilnd b.ifirC*. 
which dropped two-thirds and stopinnl agiiiii in itoj An ” m bloiin ” n % n r 4 
it briefly, but its vitality had tied and in iintillirr ^rar llir iii.itnl I 1111*11# 
breathed its last. 

These wells boomed the territory imniennely. Ilrrrli aiitl * 

studded the McElhenny farms, which o|H?rnlt>rH to itill *4 

holes as a strainer. To haul miichinery frtnn the iinirr^t r»iiir(i» 4 #i ilns^blril ii% 
cost. Pumping five to twenty liarrels 11 tiny, wlieti ntliatiiit wrib* llowf'il 
hundreds spontaneously, lost Its charm ami iitoul of tlir fh iirit 
doned. Everybody wanted to gel domi to the %|i**ntri'^ 4tlii«*Mgb 

the market was glutted and crude ruinously cheap* A town - i 'tiiiki illr - 
on the northern end of the upi'ier farm, apwtterctl it year or two, tin ii ^'iolilrd 
its tent like the Arabs and silently itole 11 way/* A uraii li iiitli ,1 
would fail to unearth an atom of Funkvillo or the wclk tlnif t ri air*! n 
strikes in 1862 kept the fever raging, Davb ^ Wltc#*if«k*% iiiiiln tiiib |t#rtiiril 
out fifteen-hundred barrels. The Ikmamorc triplitt^, biiiiilinl on 4 two 440 
lease, were good for iixliundrtd, four»hundri?il iiiiil fivr4iiitifif#'il 1* iH# h 
The Olmstead, American, Canfickl, Aikons, lliirtk ninl tmi IliIttHiiii ni 
the vintage of 1863, riited from two*hundr^ to fivcdiiiittlrnl r.n li, \ b^niii 
less account-thirty to one-hundred barreli^-a^nkiwl iii hMmw, ilir t|4*ii 
product of the McElhenny farms, from the spring of tms to ili«. of 
considerably above sii-thousind barrels. The iiiiitkrri «il i.iic w.r. 4* mi 
tuated by a dry-hole six rods from the SheniMiii and of imm wrlb, m il|. 

bosom of the big fellows. Diiiioiinf of hk tlniber-liiiiik and %m iiiitk In $m% 4 
Captain Funk built a mansion iind a*movecl to Tifiinvlllr, bkirlv hi i»i| lir 
his wells and oibpro|iertlei and died on Aufiwt mxiticl. lenUiig 411 r^i.iir 
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two-rtiilHuiis. IIt‘ built sc'hools an<l rluin'hes, dispensed freely to the needy 
and was honest to the eon*. Pleased with tlu* work of a clerk, he deeded him 
an interest in the lust well he ever drilled, which the lucky youn|^ inait sold for 
one”hundn*d“thousand dollars. 

Almost simultaneously with tht‘ I'.mpire, in September of 1861, the Buckeye 
well, oit the (icorge P. Msjjy farm, <*ast t)f lowt*r Mcldheuney, set. of!' at a 
thousancbbarrel joi*'. It was located on a strip of level ground too narrow for 
tanks, wluc*h had to In* erected twc»»hutulred feet up the hill. The pressure of 
gas sutru'ctl to fon t* tin* oil hdo these tanks fora year. The |)rofluction fell to 
eighty barrels ntul then, tiring t)f a climbing job that smacked of Sisyphus and 
the rolling stotn*. took a pt‘ntmnent rest. Knnti this famous well J. T, Briggs, 
manager of the Briggs and the ( ullettee < )ib('omi)anies, shi|)t)ed tt> ICurope in 


riMSItHH an If |«M»KI\f> IN 

fHfij tin* first cargo of petrcdeiim ever sent across the Atlantic. The Buckeye 
llelle wtooii iiliotit tilp-higli to \tn t’ormort, a dom*n other wells cm the E|>sy pro- 
diavil mildly iind Northrup Brothers operated a refinery. 

Vhi’p vtw itenr aikwrIB new! vhar«» degii fitn’t tiow-wow,” 

littproveci metiuKlH of handling and new uses for the product; advanced 
iTtide to five tlollarii In the spring of 1864. OjMiratiuns encroached ufion the 
Idglier hmth, ejcplmllng the ncUlon that paying territory was confined to flats 
htirdtiing the HlreamH. Pioneer Run, an atlhient of Oil CVettk, Idsecting the 
western end of the* wp|a*r McIClhenney imd lAjster farms, piumed out fliitter- 
iiigly* Hntistaiitla! wtdls, yielding fifteen biirrek to. lIiree-himdrtHl lined the 
r.oliir Ihliily. The town of Pioneer iittracted the usual throngs. David 
Elinor V and Lewk Emery, Frank W. Andrews and not a few leading operati^rs 
ri'^4dt*d there for a time. The Morgan House, a rude frame cd one ntory, 
dtHitfal up iiiealH iit which to eat beefdiash wa« to ImTashionaljIe. (!!ark A 
McOfiw**it had ii feecFstore, of!lce« and warehouses iiboumltHl, tanks and der- 
ricks itnxed in the mum and tmata loaded oil ftir refiiierk‘fi down the creek or 
tile* Alieglieity river. The chirriieterlitlc oil-town hm firded from sight, only tlte 
w«*fillier4M‘iiieii rallrocitbslatlon and a forlorn iron-tank stirying. John Rhodes, 
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the last resident, was killed in hVbruary of iHcp by a train, il«‘ bnai al*»fir in 
a small house beside the track, which he was crtissing: whrn llic niKiin- liii liitii. 
the noisy waters in the culvert drowninj,?: the Hoiuul of t!ii» cars. RhiwIrH liatilrd 
oil in the old clays to h:rie and lltusville, becattu* a {irtHiucea-. iiirl wiiti rt-x-rfsrs, 
attended to some wells for a company, worker! a bit of aini 1**11 iiiili** 

pendent and happy. 

Matthew Taylor, a Cleveland saluonist, whom itu* it* br ito 

saloonatic, took a four-hundred-dollar llyer at Pioneer, on Inn tirnl mhii Ii# 
Qiklom. A well on the next lease ehwated values and laylor ielnriir«l Inniie 
in two weeks with twenty-thousand dollars, wfiieb subse<|iieii! ilmis iiiiatf- 
rupled. A Titu.svillc laborer— “n broth td‘ a b‘y wan year Iriiiii « iirriatiii 
who stuck fifty dollars into an out»ubt.he-way Pioneer liU, sold lie* rlaiiii in .1 
month for five-thousand. Me bought a farm, sent aeroHs die wain Pa liis 
colleen and “they lived happily ever after.*’ The driver of a nailrarlia's 
team, assigned an interest in a drilling-well for his w#tgt*s. eleaiieil y|t lliirly, 
thousand dollars by the transaction and went to Miimesota, Ctiultl ilie mel- 
lowest melodrama unfold sweeter melodies f 

“ The JhiKltoff gold is tit tirnl mmi*- ** 

Although surrounded by farms unrivaled as oiblerrltoiy iifiil siilil Ir* 
Woods Sc Wright of New Y(irk at a fancy ijrice* James lloytpH sevrtilydivr 
acres in Complanter township, south of the lower McKIhetitiy, tliitigril tlir 
petroleum-artery. The sands were there, but no barren of tiil Ibal niin^-triitli^ 
of the forty wells did not pay one-tenth their amt. The Iloyil fkriii wm f*ir 
months the terminus of the railroad from C'orry. Hotels iiiiil refli»fit!ii were 
built and the place had a .short existence, a brief inlerviil lyings 

in and its laying-out. 

G. W. McClintock, in February of 1^4, milcl ftis tivo 4 iiifitlral»iirre farm* 
on the west Bide of Oil Creek, midway Imtweoti TtUmville and Oil City, tn %lm 
Central Petroleum Company of New York, orgitnkrti by PYedrric i*rriiiir'e isiiil 
George 11 . Bissell. Tliis notable farm imibmced the? ilti? of Petriilaiiti Criiirp 
and Wild-Cat Hollow, a circular ravine thra?-foiirtlii of a iiilli? king, in ivliirli 
two-hundred paying wells were drilled. Brtiwn, Citlliii Ife Co,.% nietliiiin wrll, 
finished in August of 1861, was the first on the MrCliiiUrk irarl, Tlir 
pany bored a multitude of wells and gritmed Immm only lo neliiiii irti, Im 

one-half royalty and a large bonus. For ten one-irre m%r litiittlrr.i| 

thousand dollars cash and one-half the oil, oftbred by it KcwA'urk iiiiit lit 1W15, 
were refused. The M'cClIntock well, drilled In m% figiifrd In the iiioini.ii$«l 
barrel class. The Coldwater, Meyer, Clark, Andowtiit, Vm, .Hwaiiift Afigi I *iipI 
Bluff wells made splendid records. Altogotimr the Ceiiif.il 
and the , corps of lessees harveited at ka»t fllva-niillioiw of finiii ilir 

McClintock farm I 

Aladdin’s lamp was a miserly glim In thn light of 4*1 fuiiii; irMO* 

petroleum. The product of ti flowing- well In n year wttoW tmy #» u.i. t ».| 
territory in California or Australia larger than the oil-prmliu ii.g i. giMiii., MiS 
lions of dollars changed hands every week. Thetlentral t**uH,...i»y -.takr*! uii 
a half-dozen streets and leased building-lots at esorhil.otl tigwii % Uu.ir.l 
dwellings, office.s, hotels, saltwns and wells mingled proniist , It ni.iia t» »| 
nothing that discomfort was the rule. Pmir fare, worse IwtK iin»l tin- 
liquors were tolerated by the hordes of jieople who Ilia ketl |u the howl .»f d. i . 
ricks. Kdward Fox, a railroad contractor who "sirut k ilu* town “ with ♦igln, 
thousand dollars, felicitously baptised the bantling l*etroI»Min t Vmir, I’h. 
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owiu'fs of tlu‘ ground opj)osod a borough -organization jind the tt>wn truvck'd 
at u hoadlong go-as yon “plrasc*. Sharpors and proslitutnH llourislu‘d, with no 
fi*ar of lunnan or diviiu* Ia\v\ in Iho nu‘tn>i>olLs of nun and debauchery. Dance- 
houses, beside which “ Billy” McCIlory’s Annory-Ilall and “The.” Allen \s Ma- 
bilh* in New York wt‘re Sunday-school models, nightly counted their revelers 
l)y hundri‘ds. In oik‘ of thest‘ ch*ns (Uis Reil, the proprit*tor, kilUsl |)oor young 
Tail, of Roiiseville. Fast women and faster men tiuroused and gambled, cursed 
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mul wtioked, “biimiiig the ciimlle lit both etuk*' in pursuit ot— pleasure f 
Fretpieiillv the orgies eclipsed M,onti; CarlO’-— minus somt* t if tlie glitter and 
the Latin tjuarth^r rotiibirted. Some reiulers may rec'ull the night two **dead 
game sports ** tof%si*cl illt*e twelve houri for one-thouHiind dollars a tlirow i But 
there w’lW a rlrli k»aven of first«eliii^ fellows, Kindr<*d spirits, like ” Hand' 
h’raitk Mipli*y» lulward lone and Col, Brady were not hard tti tllscover. 
Spader triiitip long yeari ago for WtKxli, who Inis taken his lust trick 
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and sleeps in an Ohio grave. Kiplt7 is in iHilulh. Vim V ’* atitl 

Brady is in Harrisburg, ('aptain Kay am! A. U. t'liiimi liail a iMiik lliat 
handled barrels of money. In^r two or three yeur*^ 1*lie Onilrr ^ rMlIrtl iltal 

for convenient !>revily -acted as a S(»rt t>f safety-valvi* n» nil ilir 

wickedness of the oil-regions, 'rhea “the Immlwrithig on tlir wdV tmitii 
fested itself. Clarion and Butler speedily reduced the |titir-ihtiM*i,iii*l |iii|ittialiiiti 
to a mere remnant The local paper died, houses were tvirnwril mml llir nidiiv 
Centre became ‘ ‘ a back number. “ The .Hounds <d revtdry w-’ite liiHliriJ. Ilit^ki^ritin 
lights no longer glared over painted harlots iiiid the sirrris wrri^ clrsnlni, 
Bissell’s empty bank-building, three dwellings, the iiublir ‘.rhiMil. Iwr» varniii 
•churches and the drygoods box used as a railw’iiy-stiitkni ■■ sniri'r'lv riiiniitii i*i 
•cast a shadow— are the sole survivors in the ploughed lleid ilial mm orict* 
tUng, blooming, .surging, foaming Bi'tridetirn Centre I 

Across the creek from Petroleum Centre, on the e#isl sith' of the ’^Irraiii, 
-was Alexander Davidson’s farnt of thirty-eight ncr»*H. A of irkiii-’ 

'gular “speck on the map” consisted of a itiuddhtt li itiiiilirr |*«frtiot$ «if rkiiig 
•g'round and the remainder set edgewisi?, l>r, A. Ct. a voiiiig |iliy^ir'kiii 

■who had recently hung out his shingle iit Cherrytree vilhige, In tWm iiegoikiii.’il 
/or the farm. Davidson died and a hitch in the title ilehtyetl the ilriil, I’ltially 
Mrs. Davidson agreed to sign the dei-Hl for twenty^siii-lstiiitlrrtl drdhii"^'* riiir- 
twelfth the oil. Charle.s Hyde paid the docUir this iiinoiitil in i.Hf’ii fiir oiir Jialf 
his purchase and it was tenned the Hytle ^ CglH*rt ikriti. The ll«»lh?%irr 
well,' drilled in iS6i, the first on the land, lk»wrd strongly, Owiiig lo ilie 
.►dearness and scarcity of barrels, the oil mm let run irtlo llir c'rrrk iiiitl llir 
was never tested. The lessei^ could not iifibrd, m ilielr coi'itrart to 

barrel the .half due the land-ownerH, Im-aime crntic mm ^rlhiig at iwi rin 
■cents and barrels at three-fifty to four dollars ! A cctnii'iany of" |riH« yiti n, in ilic 
.spring of 1863, drilled the Jersey well, on the srinih mil of llir profu iiy* Tim 
Jersey*— it was a Jersey Lily— flowed ihreediiiiitlreil liaffrl'*i 4i day lor nine 
•months, another well draining It early In 11164. The Ma|il«r Hhatir. wliirli 
■‘the majority into the shade by Its |H?rformaiict% toiiclirti the rig In %|ioi in ilim 
"third sand on August fifth, 1H63, Stiirtiiig at onedlnnisafitl Iwrfrh, li .nriagrii 
•eight-hundred for ten months, draptK?d to fifty the s^roml yrar mnl lirld on 
until 1869. Fire on March smrnd, 1B64, hiiriietl the rig jiitd iwrniy^eiglit 
of oil, but the well kept flowing just the same, iieitiiig llie ownris a rimt |if *4it 
■ of fifteen-hundred-tho'ummd dolluri f ** l>o you notire it P* A 1111111011 

.and-a-half from a comer of the ** measly imtcli “ floor fi||«rr«i iii $mm$ 

for one-thouiand dollars 1 And the Majde Shade mm tally luir of iwnitf 4lirrr 
..flowing wells oa the dcipted thirty-tight mnm I 

Companies and individuals tugged and striiiiird to get rvm litr 
•lease Hyde & Egbert would gtimt. The Ktysloiic*, lklty*iliiirg, l%r|»l#f 
Eagle, Benton, Olive Branch, [.aurtl Hill, Ilird wid Polls wells, itui !»* 

,a score of miatH* note, helfitd miilritiiiiii prcitliit^tkiii tluit paid iltt lioWri^ $4 
the royalty eighMhousand dollari 11 thy in 1 li II, ikainJiii aitil Wilii4iii 
€. Hyde, pa.rtnOTof Chtrlts Hydt In 11 itort at llytfctowsi, -A. €... KmiTm mml 
'Titus Ridgway obtained a Imne of one aert on flit wm iiite of Hit iiii» 
of the wells already down, iulytet to royilif . A Ml of rtwiMwrp 

.attaches to the triinMctlon. K^%hf dr^wi^ Hint «« itnlmn mmnirfl Urn 
with bow and arrow. A yoiing lady, aii»kteri*d iaiiewlirfit kmidml 

him a rifle and he fired at the dusky (m. 11 i« mmmm^4 muI m iIimoii 

.of oil burst f«th. Vfiiti'ug his bmthur, who llt« fetn, Iw f* . ni* 
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nizi'd llu‘ S(H'iU' of Iiis dream. 'I'lu* least' was secured, ou the hiffpfcst royalty 
ever odered. Kepler chose tlu‘ locatiou and bort'd the Ctxiuelle wt‘ll. The 
dream was a lUKhttnare? Wait and sei*. 

Drillini; lH‘|.»'au in tlu' spring of 1H64 and tin* work went merrily on. Kach 
|)arln<‘r would be taUitled to one^si.xtt'enth of the oil. Hydi* ^ kidgway sold 
their intert-U fur ten-thousand tiollans a few days before the totals reached the 
sand, d’his interest Dr. M. C*. Kgbert» bn»ther of the original purchaser of the 
farm, next l)ought at a large atlvanee. He had actiuired one-sixth of the 
property in let* and wished to own tlu‘ ('o(|uette. Oramlin and Kt'pler declined 
to sell. 'The well was (inished and did not (low ! 'ruhed and pumped a week, 
gas t'heekfil its wtaking and the siu'ker-rotls wt‘re pulled. Immediately the 
«»il streamed high in the air 1 d'wt'lvedumdred barrels a day was the gauge at 
first, settling to steady huslnes.s for a year at eight-hundred. A double row of 
tanks linetl the hank, conmsied hy pipes to load boats in Imlk. Oil was “on 
tlu' jtnnp“ anti tht* first cargti of temthon.sand barrels brought ninety-thousand 
tlollars, represtailing ten days* iiroduction I 'rhret* months later ( trandin and 
Kepler sold their one-eighth for one-hundred-and-ftirty-five thousand dollars, 
quitting the CtHpiette with eighty-thousand apiece in tlieir pockets. Kepler 
was a dreatiter wIuhu Jtmeph might he proud to accept as a chum. 

Dr. M. C. Egbert ridained his share. Riclies sliowered upon him. His 


interests in the land and wells yielded hint thousands of dollars a day. Once 
Itis safe contained, hy tight stpieezing, eighteen-hundred-thousand dollars in 
currency luul a pile of government honds I He huilt a comfortable house and 



lived on the farm. He and his family traveled 
over Kuroi>e, met shoals of titled folks and 
saw all the sights. In company with John 
Brown, sul>He<|uently manager of a hig cor- 
poratitm at Bradford and now a resident of 
Chicago, he engaged in oibsliipments on an 
extensive scale. To control this l)ranch of 
the trade, as the Standard Oil-Comjiany has 
since done hy comhinations of capital, was 
too gigantic a task for the firm and failure 
resulted. The lirainy, courageous doi*tor 
went to California, returned to Oildom and 
i iperated In McKean ct.m nty . He has sectired 
a foothold in the newer fields and lives In 
Pittsburg, frank and urlnme as in the palm- 
iest days of the Hyde Sc Egbert farm. If 
Diime Fortune was strangely capricious on 


nil Crri'k, the pluck i»f the men with whom “the fickle jiide“ played whirli- 


gig wiiH iidtiiirahk, 

Prtihahly'mi parcel <if ground In America of etiual size ever yielded a 
larger return. In profiortion tti the expenditure, than the Hyde Sc Egbert tract. 
Hk wrf‘kH* prodnctioii the Cmiuette or Maple Shade would drill all the wells 
tm the profn^rty. Clmrles Hyde and Dr. A. Ch Egbert dearcfd at least three- 
wtilllon dtdlars, the latter selling one-twelfth of the Cw|uette alone for a ciuaruir- 
itnllitm ca^h. Profits of others Interested In the land and of the lessees trebled 
tlik iillnriiig mmi Ttie ttgga*gato--tlght to ten millions— in si! vernloUars would 
bail II fri.'lgliMritln or Inilld 11 column twenty miles high! Fused Into a lump 
of gold, a dtaeii mulm might well dixlim tlm task of drawing it a mile. Done 
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up inlc) a bundkiof fivt-tlullar bills, HrrruU’s bialgr lit*' imll} p.n k.iitf’. 
A “promoter” of the Mulimrry Sdlrrs brand uaiilni an **! ilii- fariii, 

when the wells were at their best, to laiinc'h the itiiiiK im*. a attir^k ra»fit» 

pany with five^nillions cap\U\l llir griiliniiaii, " livt^ 

millions— did you say five-millitmH P Doti‘1 wasti? yuiir tirralli laikinn tiiiiil 
you can come around with twentydive iiiillioiis I” 

A native of New- York, born in mji.i Unrlm l^lydr wtirii ilit* 

family settled on a farm two mlleH south of Tilii?ivillr, oi rti|ilrtl by tlir 
Octave Oil-Company. At twenty he engaged with his fbllirr aiit! Iwh lintllirr-i, 
W. C. and E. B. Hyde, in merchamlising. Iiimberiiig atnl iIp^ intr nl 

salts from ashes. In 1846 lieiiHSumetl charge of Hit* liiiiibn I'llns 

sold the firm, originating the thrifty village of IlvdHfOiii. hmt ttiil*-. 
Titusville. The Hydes frequently prtHnired oil from il**- -.ptmy till 
Creek, selling it for metlicine ns early 1840- 1. Fftnii tlirli ‘.tore 

Colonel Drake obtained gome tools and supplies 1 oiil4 le^t iiifiieJi, 

Samuel GrancFm, of Tidioutc% in the spring tif $«6o iiidturd llnlr to 

buy a tenth-interest in the Tidioute mid Wiirnm Oii4 ‘011111.1111* for *111** ilioir^atiil 
dollars. The company's first well, of whidi liehntril on Iiih 11.1% !« 
with a raft, laid the foundation of Hyde's gi^*Jit fttriiitir sii |rH#4iniiri Hr 
organized the Hydetown Oil-Compuny, wliirh tl*r bif'iii, 

below Rouseville, from Joniitlian Watioii and drillnl a d li.iii 1 1 1%* 11 

in the summer of rB5o. Mr. Hyde ci|H?fnti?d on iln* l.otii ^*1 

McClintock, and at different fiointa on OH Crm^k iiiiil ilic Alirgliriti IHii n , I Ibi 
gains from the Hyde & Egktrt farm iippronimatetl iHr 

Second National Bank of Titiisvlllt In iMu* lie iiii% 

and chief stockholder. In 18% he remt»vt:*<l to Krii fn .n, 1 mIii^ 

vating four-hundred acres of suburlgin Imid mid niiiiiitiiiiiiiig »iti rlr|*4tii liottir, 

Dr, Albert G. Egbert, bom in Mercer county in iwdoiigril iti 4 ilisiiily 

of eminent physidanii, his p'andfiither, fiilhi^r, two ilorr mml 

one son practicing medicine. Prt*«liaiting 11 future for ttil Hi* I k air i%rli 
his good judgment dlspliiyed itself promptly. A|cr«*eirig In pii#* b^r^r ilir | in 
son farm, which his modest income at Cherrytme H'oiibl imt biiii t«» pay 

for, his sale of a half-interest to Chitrk« Hyd© provkiril to i 

entire claim. After the wonderful mimms of tlint Iiivr»«ttiii4il ilir hn hm i!rd 
at Fmnklin. He carried on oll-operialonii, fiirttilitg iiiiil t'tai'Wiiioiiti and 11 
always active in adviindiif the fcmerid welfore. Eletinl to 
immense odds, he served hl« clktrka mist mpniity, iittfmib wlniMody to iii% 
official duties and doing iidmirtible wurk on In 4Wil pH% 

life he was enterprising and llbernl, lenloui for %hi^ riglil ami 4 Mpmt , hi/t ti 
True to his convictions ind profewioiM, ht n«sv«r liiriirii Im i I.M i I If frill I 1*1 
foe, To the steady, mtsterfu! piirptm* of nioti like Ik. tbr uil iinlioiii'f 

owes its rapid stride! and cotnmatidiiig m it mmmru ul nuptr Hi-* 

demise on March twenty-etflitli, i%S, miwtiitr «t iliv iliai biisd ilir 
eventful p-ast and the importniit preseni td |>fetmlttitit. liirly uim-tshmi «»ii i iil 
Creek are reduced to a handful of men lit?«lsi arc ttiilte %liii llic 
no July sun can melt. 

“ II# liM wilk*U tht wsy i»l 
Tit# sfttlMf m 4 «l ili# # 1 *^, 

Ai tilt list ttf ii imh** 

The rich pickings around Itetmlouni Center iel tiimiy on llie iirtlilit diiiter* 
path to prosperity. The four Philltjw brother- Imim K.* M , |»4tii I. 




uud Thtiiitiis M cmiH* from Nowt'iistk* to coin 
money operating a farm Houlh of the Ksj jy. hrolific 
well.H on the Nuigara tract, Cherrytree Run, I jack 
of the Benninghoff farm, acUled to their wealth. 
They cut a wide swath in all liie Penunylvania fields, 
'rhree of the brothers have *' ascended to the hill 
of frattkincensa atid tt> the mountain of myrrh.” 
TlHjmuH M. was a millionaire congremiman. Dur- 
ing the heated debates on free-silver, in 11^4, he 
scored tlie hit of the season by suggesting to ctjn- 
v.?rt each tairrel t>f Petroleum Into legal-tender for a dollar and let it go at that* 
Crude was selling at sixty cents, which gave the Phillips proposition a ijoint 
“Hharper than a serpent's tooth" or a I lemcmthenean pliilippic. Dr, ICgbert 
of!i*red Isaac Phillips an Interest in the Davidson farm iti tHSa. Hie offer 
was not iim*f>led instantly, Phillips Siiylng he would "csmsider it a few days." 
*rw 4 » weeks later he was ready to close the deal, but the plum had fallen into 
the lap of Charles Hytle and diverted prospective millions into aiuither channeL 
(ksirge K. Anderson figured cons|iicuously in this latitude, his receipts ftir 
two years exceeditig five-thousand dollars a day I lie built a sumptuous rm- 
denc’c at Titusville, sought political preft*rment arul served a term In the State 
Senate. Holding a vast bhiek of I^adfk-Railroad stock, he was the bosom 
friend of the directors and trusted lieutenant of William H. Kt?mhle, tlie Phlla- 
€lel|)hlii magnate whose ** addition, tii vision and silence" gave him notoriety. 
He boitglil lliiHwands of acrt»s of land, plunged deeply into stocks and insured ^ 
his life for llireeiiuntlrtsl-anclilfteen-thouiiuid dollars* at that time the largest* 
re«k ill the country, If he nmmmd or coughed the agents of the insuriince- 
cii»tpain«*s grew nervous and summoned a jx.mse of doctors to ainsult about the 
rasin t hitHitln sissailiitlons sw^iimpcd him at last The stately miwMion, piles 
of IsiiitlH and Hcoren of farms passed uruler the sheriffs liammcr In 1S80, 
Pliif^V #i!td ttftcoiiqucrable, Anderson tried his hand in the Bradfonl field, 
Opel tiling iUi Harrlslnirg Run, The result was discouraging and lus entt^red an 
iitHtiraiireaiilice III New York. Five years ago he actrepltsl a govc^rnment- 
berth ill New Mexicti. Meeting him on Broadway the week Infore lie left 
New Ytirk, hh bmiyiint spirits seemed depressed. He s|Hjke n^gretfully of 
his approachiiig departure, yet ho|H»d it might turn out atlvantageously. He 
iiriHial lit iii*! ptwt, sickened and died in a few days, "a stranger in a strange 
laiiil" Rrkllves iwifl loved tinei were far away when he went down into iho 
stailem niglit t>f the grave. No gentte wife or child or valued friend was there 
til fiiiitiotli the pillow iif the dying itmn, to cool the fevered brow, to catch tho 
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last \vhis])t*r, to close the i^lassy eyes and fVdtl liu* rtgal iaiinl-H tlie 

breast. The oil-regions abound with pathetic e\|>ci’irtifrs. I*iit tnnir ’%tit|».c.’'aiiK 
Oeorge K. Antlerson's. Wealthy beyint«l the dreams nt' avarics’. ihr rtitiilcil 
|)olitician, the confidant of [iresitlents and statesinrii, a sia'ial fav*»iile lii 
inglon and Harrisburg, the owner of a home beaiiltliil as Tiatnii* 
pictured to Pauline, he drained the c*u[* of Horrmv and mHitirliiii*-. ki'Vi’isr-> 
beset him, his ric'hes took wings, liereavenieufs biire heavily liiiii,, hr was 

glad to secure a humble clerkship, and tleatli i.'udcd the *4ad ^itaair m a iliHlatil 
territory. Does not human life contain more tearn than stiii|r-i. tiiiirr- paiit than 
pleasure, more cloud than sunshine in the pasnage from the c'radir u» liir umth ? 

Frank VV. Andrews, btjrn in Vernmni anil reared in < taiigh* Hrlnwii nt 
Missouri, hunted for gold at Pike’s Peak and laiidei! on Clil C'*rrek in llir wiiiln 
of 1863-4. Hauling oil nine months sui»plied funds to ofirrate nii Clni’rytrre 
Run. He drilled four dry holes. One on the farm iiinl lliree liiore 

on Pithole Creek followed. This was not a tliillerifig shirty biit AiMlmvii liad 
lots of sand and persistetuxv Emerging from the Pillit»le exrileiiiriit wiili 
limited cash and unlimited machinery, !ie returned to Oil C’rerk iiiitl o|if’''riilril 
extensively. His first well at Pioneer flowed llins^lniiidreil l»arnd« 11 day. 
Plfty others at Shamburg,on tin? BenitingholTfiiriniiiid Clirrrytrer Run liroiiglil 
him hundreds of thousands of dollars, fie was rated iil lliree-iiiillioiei in iM7«, 
Keeping up with the tidal wave southward, he fiiit down Iwoditittilrnl wrli^i in 
the Franklin, Clarion and Butler districts. Fiiilures of hiiiikii aiul tiianiikir- 
tories in which he had a large stiike slMitteris .1 hk fortinie. Willi llie lim of 
money he did not lose his manliness and sidf-reliitiita?. In tlie llraiMonl region 
he pressed forward vigorously. Again fie “ phtckt?tl tlie llowi’r of sticiwd‘ iiiid 
was fkist recuperating when thrown from fils horse iitid kikilly iiijiifrik il|iriglik 
unassuming and refined, Andrews merited the coiilidetice and rHlrnit of nil. 

The bluf! overlooking Petroleum Centre from lliii mml foniird ilir wit**trrii 
side of the McCray fann. At its Imse, on the Hyde & Eglatfl filtik men? 
eral of the finest wells in Pennsylvania, the CcMfUeltc itltmiiii biiirhiiig 
line. Dr. M. C. Egbert leased piirt: of the slqm* iiiitl drilltsi ilirrr wrIK t nlirr 
parties drilled five and the eight k^hitved so hiwdsoitirly that llir owner of tin-' 
land declined an offer, In 1B65, of a halFmillloii dtiliiim for lik rlgltiy arrrs A 
well on top of tlie hill, not deep enough to hit llie siiricl iiiid f^ii|i|ai%**d to di v. 
postponed further operatloni five years. Ilk friends tlkkiiierfl Jneinwli In 
their lamentations that McCray hud sptirtu*d the fivediiiiidrwl^ltioii^iiid 
Pie may have thought of Blmkes|H?are*H ‘Hldt? In the iilfiilrM of iiirn/* |>iit ||v- 
sawed wood and said nothing. Jonnthim Wiitsoii, iidvked liy *1 rUkxt^mm, m 
the spring of 1H70 drilU?d a threeditindreddMirrel well on lilt* iipkoitk #^f iti#^ 
Dukell farm, close to the southern bountkry of the McCray, lire rkiiicityaiir ** 
astonishing gm*Hs revived Interest In Petroloiim iViitrr, whirli for #1 yr*ir «« two 
had beeti on the down grade. Ilimteged for hmm, Mi'Criif roiiid tii*i mwH a 
tithe of the demand at onedhousiiiid dolliim iiii mm iiitd kill' ttir i 4 l I irt 1 1» km 

clustered thickly. Every well tappetl the ptml itndrrlyiiig fiflren rr%, mitiifo 
tug as if drawing from a lake of petroletiiti. Willtiit four ilic liniy 

production was three-thoummd barrels. This nieanl 

for the land-owner- ‘fifteen-htmclred from royally aiid foiirdiiiiiiirni wr|i% 
ho had drilled--a regular income of iiliiedlioiiMmifl tlolkir^ n 1 ipfjir it 
out— nineteen-hundred barrels at four-ftfty to ive dollars, wIlli rlri«ii liiiniirrii 
barrels for tlie lessees— and wimi do you fliwH F«mrirriwlintt*iiiiifi ilulkrn 4 
day for the last quarter of 1870 iind nino moittlii of liyi, frotti tuir-iitili of at 
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furni s<»kl in 1H50 fnr sevtiiteen-lnimlivd dollars! Say, lu)vv was that for high? 

Jatnos S. Mt'Cray, a fanner’s son, horn in 1B24 on the flats below I'itnsville, 
at twenty-two st‘t out fur himself with two dollars in his pocket. Working 
three years in a saw-mill on the Allegheny, he saved his earnings and in 1850 
was aide to buy a teant and take up the farm decreed to enrich him l)eyond his 
wildest fartcies. He married Miss Martlia G, Crooks, a willing helpmeet in 
iidvc*rsity and wise counsellor in i)rosperity. His first venture in oil, a share in 
a two-ncre lease at Rouseville, lie scdd to drill a well on the Blood farm, elbow- 
ing his owm. From this he realised seventy-tlu)usand dollars. For his own 
farm he refused a million dollars in rHyi. Sharpers dogged his footstei)S and 
endeavored tt> rope him into all starts of preiiosterons schemes. He told me 
ont? |>roject, which was expected to control the coal-trade of tlu? region, tiled 
him two-liundred-and-.sixly-thonHand dollars! Inst(»ad of selling his oil right 
along, at an average figure of nearly five dollars, lu? .stored two-lmndred-thou- 
saiul barrels in iron-tanks, to await higher prices. In my presemre H. 1 . Beers, 



avow n laaiiwT TKAer anu MctmAv rAnivi is sH7f>. 


Ilf McCliritorkville, Ind him ftvedhirfydive a barrell for the lot. McCray stuck 
out for Iive 4 ifty. He kept the oil for years, losing thousands of barrels by 
leakage and evaporation, ami sold the bulk of ft at one to two dollars. Had 
he dealt with fleers he would have l>een six-hundred-thousiind dollars richer I 
Mt, McCray remtived to hYankUn in iHya and dkal some years ago. He rests 
iit the cemetery bt'side his faithful wife and only daughter. The wells on his 
farm droo|M*d ami withered and the famous fifteen-acre field has long Im^n a 
panture. A rolnisl character, strong-willed and kindly, aometimei queerly 
rontraflit*tory amt tiflen misjudged, Jauuffi S. McCray could adopt the words of 
King Lear : ** I am a man more sinned against than Hinnlng,’’ 

llie Ikil/.ell or Hayes farm, on which the first well~fifty barrels— was 
drilled In iHfii, boimted die Forcuplne, Rhinoceros, Rarncat, Wildcat, and a 
fiieiiagerie of thirty «itherH ranging from ten barrels to t'hree-hundred. At the 
north end iif tint fitrm, in the rear of the Miiple^Shiide and Jerstfy wells, the 
Fetrokitnii Htiiift-aiicLMiiiiiii-Comtmny attempted to iink a hole seven feet by 
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seventeen to the third sand. The shaft was dii^ awl hU^tnl tmr litititlif*i| ir-rt. 
at immense (,'ost. The fumis ran out, g.is ihri/atoiinl i*t I!p.’ *.!<••! I 

men, the bi|^ pumps could not exhaust the witlef ati*! the aleiiiril iifidrrt4li,iiii| 
was abancloiu*d. 

The story of the Story farm dta:Hnt»l I.a'k rotininlie itinretiiriii'H. IVills*iiii 
Story owned five-lunulrtsl iicren Siiutli tif the <h W. k kirni^ iiil 

Creek, the Dal^ell and Tarr fiimw iHnnulmg his laiiil ori tin? r4ist., fie *^41 iii 
3859 to Ritchie, Hartje & Ct>,, of littsliurg* for lhirly*itioii?i,'iiii| ihiihit *., 
George IT Bissell had negotiated ft. »r tlie property, Iml Mrs. St«»ry tnl |.ii 
signing the deed. Next day Bissell rt'tiirned tn ullr-r llie it sufitririii Ih -^ 
clucement, but the Pittsburg ageiit hat! there llie iim ioiei ri, tiling afi4 

secured her signature to the Ritchie- Hartje tfeed l»y tint |ifiiiiiise ufa nitk tlft-vi ! 
Thus a twenty-dollar gown changed the ultimate f»wiirr*4fiij» of muUhnm #*f 
dollars I The long-haired novelist, who st*ars lutfi ifie liiliiiilr and liitu 

the unfathomable, may try to imiigimi what the lidtlitltai «*f a iifw btifitiet iiiitild 
have accomplished. 

The seven Pittsburgers o^tnked 11 stm*k riim|iii.*iy in lo tlevelii|i tin? 
farm. By act of Legislature thii was lncor|«.iraleil ciii May fir’%1, iSfii, 11^ tlie 
Columbia Oil-Company, with a nominal capitiil of 

sand doilars— ten-thousand shares of twenty-fivo ilollur^ Twriily’^inir- 

thousand barrels of oil were produced In liit tiiMl In Mi, 

shares 'selling at two to ten dolkw. P'oreigtt demiifid for oil liiiprtwrtl 
On |uly eighth, 1B63, the firot dividend of llilrly rnit* wm iie«:kirrii, f*^!* 
lowed in August and Se|>temlw by two of Iweiilydive iwt rent, aiiil In Ckinlii'r 
by one of fifty per cent P’^our divideiidi, ngfrtgtiing oiirditititlrrf|.4iid-^kty 
per cent, were declared the first nix months of 1^., lliti r4|ill*it liirrr^^’d 
to two-and-a-lmlf-millions, by calling In the old »lia:k itiiil glviiii rm It litiltbr tif 
a twenty-five-dollar share five new ones of fifty dollars Ftair •liiifiilrttl 

per cent, wtm paid on this capftiil In nix years* Thm origliwil mtm lilioii|«4S 
received their money back/^r^/Jw times and liad left tli«dr mmk 
to keep on drawing fat dividends ! Supfajso a |ier»iii iiatl kiugln 
shares in 186a at two dollars, In eight yimni Ito wciiihl turn ctiir. 

hundred-and-seven-thousand dolknfor his two htmdred iiitd liai'e 
fifty-dollar shares on hand 1 Prom a mere simek of the Hilary farm ilie t ’iiliiniliii 
Oil-Company in ten yearn prmlucetl oil that sold for tetioiillllotts ii»4l4f% f 
Wonder not that men, dii«kid by such returns, blind to ilic failiifi-% ili4t iiitrinl 
the oily domain, clutched at the verk^st phaiittmis In tlir mad fbr kitind 
less wealth. 


to opemte its lands systematimlly. Welli ymm not drilird m i .iinli 
farm, nor were leases fronted to llum wm no riioi 

big showingof production and eidmust tim territory In ilm dnirtr^i 
ble. p'or twenty-five yeaw the Biury form ykldtsl profinibly. Hr 
amazingly large, held on Umchnrnlf. Tim kidleii^ well umlm^ r. 
thousand barrels, the Fh>riil slxty-thou«tml, tlio lllg Tank 
Story Centrefiirty-five-thoiisand, the 

fifty-five-thousand, the 'ritns |i;dr one-luiiidmldliouniiiid ami tlit? I 
iive-thouBand. The company erected bnlli Imm.' . |i, 

and the village of Cifiiimbla profficmd . Tim Ctiluitibk Itm 

appomtod, its tlifrty memhers in rich unlfomia, iu Imlftininiy 1$ 
drum-miyor an acrobatic revcktloit, could hav© ttiveii 
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iniiiits iii ravishing nuj.si<\ (1, S. llaiUToit su[R*rinU‘n(k‘(l thn wells and D. I L 
lluullnn, iiuw uf ^'ranklln, assistetl rresulent .1). li. Stewart, of riUsl)iirg, in 
<<>nclti«*ting ullairs gc‘tu*rally, Tlie village has vaaushecl, llm cornet band is 
hu .hftl furrver, the helds are the prey of wtasl.s and underbrush and brakenien 
no mere call out ‘*Ctilumbyr* A lew small wells, hidden amid the hills, 
produc e II morHcl uf oil, but the farm, despoihxl of sixtecn^niillion dollars of 
greasy treasure', would not I >ring one-fourth the pricx? paid William Story for it 
ill thii fall of 1 H 59 , *\So pusses away earthly glory ” is as true to-day as when 
Horace evolved the clansit' (chrase tw<»4hcaisand years ago. 

” \l<tn waiitu liut linli', it<tt thui linU* huiK : 
ll**w ^«hhi iniinr In* hin vrtv ilu'wl, 

W t»i« li roHucl niilurv loU him lot an lunu !” 

i hi the east side of Oil Creek, opposite the soutluirn half of the Story farm, 
Jamc'S Tarr owiu?d and occupied a triangular tract of twohimdrcd acres. He 
was II strongdimlH'd, loud-voiced, stout-hearted son of toil, fanning in summer 
imd hiiiiling lumber in winter to suiiiiort his family. Although uneducated, he 
had plenty of ** horse scriHiC’ and native wit. I li.s {|uaint speech coined w'ords 
and terms that are entrentdiiHl firmly in the nomenclature of Oildom. Funny 
slorii“^ have linen told at his expense. One of these, relating to his daughter, 
whom he had taken to n seniinary, has niipeared in hundreds of newspapers. 
Actxirding to the revlHed vemion, the principal of the school expressing a fear 
that the girt Itad not the fond father, profoundly ignorant of what 

WiW tiieiilit, drew II roll of greenbacks from his iiocket and exclaimed: ** Damn 
il, tliiiCs iit»thlng 1 Buy her one and liere’s the stuff to pay for it 1*^ The fact 
that It Is iHini ftclkin may detract somewhat from the iiiquancy of this incident 
Tarr rcidkcil lik own defkiencles from lack of schooling and spared no pains, 
wiitii the gtihicn Hlrcitm flowed his way, to educate tlic children dwelling in the 
old home «in the south eiul of the farm. Mis daughters were bright, good- 
lisiklng, IrilelligenI girls. Ht*ratching the liarren hills for a meager corn-crop, 
hunting riiblills on Bunditys, racing in the spring and fall and teaming while 
snow lasted liiirely sulllced to keep the gaunt wolf of lumger from the door of 
iiiitfiy 41 hardy Oil-Creek sculler. To their credit be it Hiiid, most of the knd- 
owuifrii whom fwiTolrum rnrlrht?d ttKik care of their money. Rough diamonds, 
iinriit mid iiii|iolifihed, tliey ptmsessed intrinsic worth. James Tarr was of the 
iiiiiiilier who did not lose their heads and si|Uitnder their substance. The richest 
4if ilir‘itt all, he laiiight 11 delightful home near Mcadville, prt»vided every com- 
fiiil and roiivriilen«i% s|*tmt hk chmltig years enjoyably and died in 1871. “ Put 

yoiiiHi If III his place ** aiak ciuulidly, would ytni have done l>ettcr? 

|4ir liiiswelf, ikxirge Ik Dtdamater and L. I,. Iamb, In the summer of .1S60 
cUiuete Noble leaned seven acres of the Tarr farm, at the bend in Oil Creek, 
I It V li* ilex ih#^ |iattni*rs ** kli 'ketl down ” on the Htiickpole and Jones farms damp- 
eiihig ilnii 41 li* ir, they let the I'^itrr lease lie dormant some monthi. Contracting 
with 4 lowiivlllr neighbir H. Wmidford— to juggle the “spring-jiole,’* he 
it4i keil the litxi in June, Mu Tht? Crescent well—so called because the 
llttdi ot lilt* owtiets was increaHlng«-tip|K*d the beam iit five-himdred barrels. 
1 hr hea iitdl on tin* *Parr farm, it flowed an average of threc-lumdrcd barrels a 
dav for tliiileni iiionllts, *iuittlng without notice. Clciining it out,^ drilling It 
tierpi I and ptiiitpiiig it lor wrt’ks were of no avidt. Not a drop of oil could lie 
r %tf 41 ft ft iififl the Vrrmvnt wm idmndoned. Crude was so low during moiit of 
It I inCiii'iii r tell lo tweiilydive cents^that the well, itlthougli it produced one- 
liiiiidn^bMiiti’iwriilvdiioiiMiid barrels, did not piy the owners a dollar of profit! 
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Drilling, royalty and taiikago idiHorbod vwry iiitirl, Ijkr ilit' vuinrii.-^'i «f 
Pyrrhus, the mure such strikes a fellow achirveil Ihr s*ii*iirr li«- w uiilil lit* iiinhuir ♦ 

On the evening of August first, iH6i, m jaiiieH larr «'aliiig iii'i %ti|i|irf iif 
fried pork and johnny-cake, Memiin Jitiws, of Kfk\ eitli'ml tlie " I’lirr/* 

he said, “ I’ll give you sixty-thousand dollars In s|i«i| rasli it*r voiii i.ii iii I'.srr 
almost fell off his chair. A year tiefure onrdhotiSiiiid niiiilil Ii4%'r Iti^rn 

big money for the whole pliintiition. ** I mriiti it/* roiiliiiiirtl ilir % *’if 

you take me up Pll close the deid right here!** 1arr liiiii ii|i“ anti iltr 

deal, which included a transfer of several lenses, was fniir*! 

planked down the sixtydlunisaml ami Tarr, within an hml ^ar|i|irtl Intiii 

poverty to affluence. This was the first large Ifaie^aetiMii in oil lmul% ini i|ir 
creek and people promptly pronounced jam^H a Idol of tin* iliiiH -lliiftl ili'grrt*. 
An Irishman, on trial for .stealing a sheep, itskn] U% ilie iinigr %%hrikrr lir 114*4 
guilty or not guilty, replied : ‘ ‘ How can I tell till I Imir llir i vklrti*, i** r ' I 
endorse the Janes verdict ‘Hill you hear the ivkienrr." 

A short distance below the Crescent well William ii lio liail lrasi*il 

a narrow strip the entire length of 1 lie litrm, was also iifiiiig 11 
actively. Born in Westmoreland ixinnty in he jiameij Ids iMiylirwifl on a 
farm and earned his first money mining c«wil. ^^ivittg lib hariPwiiti hr 

bought the keel-boat Ori'ihan Boy and started frelgliiiiig i.ni lln^ « ililo aiitl Allr- 
gheny rivers. The busimss prciviiig rtsniineralive, he driliril Malt W'rlbai Hull 
Creek and Wildcat Hollow. C)n IiIh lust trip from Warren to lliisliing, m 
tember of iB$% he noticed a maim of oil In from of Thoiiiiii Howiiiiinb hntii, 
where South Oil City now slnnds, llie story of tlir I Irakr nrll in rry*- 
body’s mouth and it otxnirrcd to Phillij'is that lie t^oiild iii« I'm groiiiiig 
fortune by drilling on the Downing land. At fittshnrg hr Muivnlird 
Lockhart, William Frew, Captain Kipp and |oh« Vitiiaiisdall and -with ilirm 
formed the partnership of Phini|>H, Frew Metiiriiiiig at oiirr, hr Irasrd 

from Downing, erected a |:k de-derrick ami protwdrd t«» h«n‘e a %i“r|| mu ifir m alrf 's 
edge. With no machine-Hliops. tools or nppliittice^ nrnrrr lliait a liiin. 

drecLand-thirty miles off, diflictiUies of all kinds reliirdi*tl ilir work iiliir 
Finally the job was completed and the Allbfii w«4h pniiifiliig f*:irty li»irfrls a 
raised a commotion. 

The Alllion brought Fhilli|m to die fnmt m an latiirs '1''4rr 

readily leased him part. of his farm ami lit? Iiegait No. 1 writ m tin opting 

of 1B61. The Crescent’s unexprted iticreni spurred Inin iti gtratrt rilon^, 
Hurrying an engine? and lioiler from Pittsburg, lie siarirti lib mmnid WidI on ilir 
flat hugging the Htrenm twenty rods nordt of the Cnrstmil Hiram iti 
the tools at a boom-tle-ay gait. The fim mnid, from wliirli niraiiwhiir i 
was rivaling the Crescent’s yield, hiid not a pindi of oil, 1'hr m4ml mh-m hmfig 
of the ptitroleum-cloud iissumwl a plitled kmk, hm liwli t| 11 iimI Ati 

expert driller, he hustled the toob find on f .hmilier iiittriwiili, 41 low Iwmlirtf 
and-eighty feet, pierced the ihHl aimve dm third Nmtl, At dmk hr Hnn «iomi 
for the niglit. The weather wi« dear mid dm muon ulnnw Itrlglnly Hiidiinilf 
a vivid flame illumined the sky. Painter H well mi ihr l.iiiti 4 

mile southward, had cimglit fire mid blineed furlo«»»|y. Thr mir %|»if 141 if «i 4 
burning well attracted everylwdy for mllm. imiUirn mul Janr^ ir .niioiig 
those who himtened to the fire, returning ataml Biidiiiglit. An limit iiiri ihry 
weresummoned from lied by amaii ydltiigit the KllioViiw pin it - 1 hr mulhm 
m bu’sted and ruimhP dfiwn the e.rmk P» rati to tlir %j#ti on ili«* 

quick, past the Crest'ent and down the tenk. G«i mm tkrnmm mmm lit# 
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lints niul inlet tin* t ret^k i>i! was pouritiK’ lavishly, I )rt*aclini|«: a lire, lights were 
extinguisluHl un the utljeinittg tracts aiul needful precautions taken. For three 
or four days the tlcnv raged unhiutlered, then a lull ocanirred and tubing was in- 
m*rte«L After thtn4eed»biig swelled, a sUtp-ettek was placed on the tutting and 
tlunu-eforlh it was easy tt) regulate the flow. When oil was wanted the stoi)-cuck 
was ofa-ned and usKnlen tnatgUs conveyed the stufT to boats drawn up thecreek 
by ht»rHes, the t'liief tnode of transportation for years. The oil wa.s forty-four 
gravitv and fourdlnnisand barrt‘)s a day gushed out! In June of 1862, when 
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tinllips anti ^lajnr h rew, walh their wives and a parly of frieruls, inspected the 
wrlb a t'*sireftil giiiige slmwed it was dtang lliirty-si%»hundred-and-six,ty barrels 1 
11ie Iliillips well held lliei::hitrn|dt»n 4 H‘lt twenty-seven years. It produced until 
1871. gelling dtawri l« tell of twelve barrels and ceasing idtogelher the night 
1 arr expiretl. having yieltied nearly rw-wMe/i barrels ! Cargoes of the 
oil mere sold to lioaltiieii lit five cents a biirrel, thousimdsof barrels were wasted, 
iriiHof iltiiiisaiitbi were sloretl In undergroutul tanks and rmu*h was sold at three 
to iliiiirrti dollars, 

N, H. Wf«»lfdrt|, Nobiti ^ Delinnater's contractor* had the foresight to lease 
Itie ground Itrlwa’cn the Cresc'cnt and the Phillips No, a. Ills ihretHhousaml 
lianrlrr* liiiidint in I teceirda-r* tSfii, drew its grist from the fliillips crevice awl 
iiitrrirred with the iiyiiiimoth giwhcr. When the two lieciime pumpers neither 
would give fiiil nil unless lioth were worked. If one was stopped the other 
piiiiipril wafer, Ifttltiatlely the fliillips crowd paid Wooilford a hidfunlllion for 
liki Wfdl aiwt #1 w^ad for which 11 man wt»ukl ford even the atrottious I'arr- 

Ciitii iiind mid t oiitplaeriilly whistle ^‘Tiera-rii.*’ He retired to his pleasant 
Inline, wiili six 4 iiiii<lrial 4 lioui«:inddollamtoMhowforelghteennuaitIisTiperationH 
till lid Frerli, I'liid never iHithercd anymore about oil The Woodford well 
fr|iiiid it*i riitiriiioiw cost lamkliiirt ttml FrtwlKHight out tht?lr partneni at a 
lilgli prireaiid put the tliiliip -Woodford inten»sts into a stock-company cap!- 
talia^fl *11 two iiiilllofi thiiliin* Tbo lldlliim well-Hiiit? reHult of a keen-eyed 
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boatman-’s observing an oily scnmi on the Alleglieny Htvrr riinilird 4II nm- 
ceriied. Had Phillips failed to see the sperk o( grrasr tli4! Heplriiilirr liiy, 
who can tell how (lilFerent oibregiun histtiry fiiigtil. have hreii -:^ Happily fur it 
good many persons, the Orphan boy was not one eif tht' Slii|w Ilia! I^im 111 the 
Night.” What a held Oil Creek presents ft >r the frrvki iaiiry* of a Hiiiii.ei. ii 
Dickens, a Wilkie Collins or a Charles Heatle ! 

Comrades in business and good fellowship, Wlliiiiin llsillips Jiiiin Van- 
ausdall removed to South OibCity, lived neighbors and fhrcl Iwtiily yrats age. 
They resembled each other in appearance and tem|Hn', litOniritabIr iiii|iitba’ mul 

kindness to the poor. Phillips clrilled domm of welH iniiir of itiriii dry aidnl 

Oil-City enterprises and was a member <»f the sfii|iping firm of B»liiniiali & Co, 
until its dissolution in 1876. He W'as the first man to ship €*il liy straiiirr, ttir 
Venango taking the first load to Pittsburg, and the firr4t to niti ertide in Inilk 
down tlie creek. One son, John C. Phillif^s, atitl 11 rnarrird ditiiglilrr llvr* at i hi 
City and two sons at P'reeport 


Heman Janes, of Etk, the first purchaser of the Tiirr fiirni* fr« «i lo iHfii 
shipped large quantities of lumber to the eiisterti iwirket, tliouigli 

Canada in 1858, he heard oil was obtiilned from gumdmtls iti IrfOtililoii romiiy, 
south of Lake Huron, and visited the place. John Wllliiiuis wm 
barrels a clay from a hole ten feet miuiire and twenty fi*ct %k%%K Hit’ liiml gtiiii- 
beds spread over two-hundred acres of timl^»a»d limci ivliich Mr* Jiiiiri fmiiglit 
at nine^dollars an acre, the owner selling teiuse ** the iliiikiiig oil' itiiellril live 
miles off.” Leasing four-hundred iicrt^ more, In i860 he mM n ti4iif4iilere!ii in 
both tracts for fifteen-thousand dollars and retired from to lievote liii 

attention to oil. Large wells on his Caimdiaii lands imiibled liitn to wU llie sitroiif I 
half of the property in 1865 for fiffy-five-thousimd dollars. In l‘Vliri«ir>% 1861, 



he SiS!ured a tlilrly»cliiy opllon tin ilm J, tin.* 
chanan fimn, the site of K«itsevilii% iifitl ini. 
tiered the price at the sllpukted liiiir, tint the 
transiiction fell throiigli. In March of that 
year he w»ent to Wml Viiiltilii iitid irafril i me. 
thousand iicres on the Kiitiiiwliii Mivcr* iiidiitj. 
ing the famowii **lliiriiing Sfirliig.” 11, |C, 
Everett & Cti. agreed to py fifiy-tliciiMitinl 
dollan for ani^lialf iiilerm In ilir ptuirntf, 
lit Parkenhwrg, on Apfll twelili All pm firs 
met, a certified rlii’ti was laid on tlir tilde 
nnd Attorney J. II. Illitir siiirieit to draiv tlir 
papers. At tliiit tiinment ii Imv fan 
shouting ; * * Fort HiiitifUrr \ firetl t »ii ! ^ * 1 he 
gcmtkmitmliwrrieckrtitlolcwfi Ilie|i4ffi* 

“ The cat aime Imck, ** twit Ki i^irit tiidnl, A 


, , ' message told liliii in “iioltinif *» muI lir k 

holding off still Janes stayed ns long m a Northerner ikired aiifl w 4 % iltaiiklifl 
to sell the batch of leases for itwenty-five-lmiidred ilnlliirs. In ft,* ,,^^1 tim 

owners of tho Phillips well for his royalty i» ’rin v triOM-i! u, tnuthh 

the barrels, which were scarce nnd expeniive, find the w'eil wm dMw^ti fur 

months pending the litigatloK. The suit was for ()nu>huiulri'ti-,t«ut tw.'U f ih«n|. 
sand dollars, up to that time the largest amount ever In v*tlvrd In,, ,4^? 
the Venango court. Edwin M. Stanton, sotaj to Im> knou n HIumoiuiw 

War-Secretery, was one of the attorneys engaged by Ihe platiiijH, (nr 4 ir...rf 
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•tivi’ liiuusaml tlt 4 !arf 4 . A t’cnnpnunisc was arranged for half the oil. M'he 
Huldaltc’r liiiH ai^reeinent wan at three dollars a barrel, taken froiutlie hrst 
4iniidrrti4iarrel tank ever seen in the region. A vvooclen tank of that size 
i fiiore eiiricisity in tlnmt' days than a tunuired iron-ones of forty-thousand 
in llhs year uC grave, [anes sold Imek half the farm to Tarr for fort y- 
iicl diillars and twodinrtfs of tht‘ remaining half to (..'lark iSs Sumner for 
leaving him oiu*»Hlxth elear cost, the same numth helxnight 
el. He first suggnslecl easing wells to exelude the water, built the first 
Hill derked tiver ”sixditmdrecl barrels— 1(» transport oil and was identifietl 
e first praeliealile |iifM*diius Paying seventy dive-thousand dollars for the 
star fkritn at ihtinde, lie drilled lliree tiry holes and then got rid of the land 
itig ini%.*aiirie Hinc'e 1 H 7 H IVlr. Janes has been interested in the Bradford 
nd living at Erie, A man of foreeful ehurueter and executive aliility, 

, vigorniiH and eotnimniotiable, he deserves the large measure of success 
warded liirn ns an factor in |H*troleuni-af!iiirs. In the words of 

:mI SrottiHli tiiiither to her son: *’Maiy your lot be wi' the rich in this 
iiiid m' the pitir in iht? warld lo conu*.** 

It? artwitiiig onl|Hil of the llnllips and Wtmdford wells stimulated the de- 
far territory to the laiiling iMiint. Men wttre infinitely less eager to “read 
tie rlenr to ftiaiwlons in the skies** than to secure a title to a fragnumt of 
rr fiirin. Rigi huddled on the bank and in the water, for nobody thought 
lied bark in the hilly sections. Sixty yards below the Phillips spouter 
"raiifi infik a well tliitl respondc?d m pleasantly as ** the swinging of the 
Iknisiiiiire llrothem, at the lower eml of the farm, drilled a seven-hvm- 
itrreier late in 18^1. A jeoological freak intnaluced the anima! 4 id, which 
i tilt? Yowiig Elephiint, Tigress, Tiger, Lioness, Scared Cat, 

lidii and Weitstd wells, . Heckless s|:H*tndatlon held the fort uncheckt,*d. 
iird sand wm sixty feel tlilck, the territory was durahk? and three-hundred 

ifxliiblltHl “the laretry of motion** to the music of threedbur- 
t-t?lglitdeii*diilltir oil. Mr, Janes built a commodious hotel and a town oi 
oiwand |»o|iiiliitloii llotirished. fumes 1‘arrsold his entire interest in 1H65, 
d ri|iiivalrin u* two*tiiillloiw In currency, and removed to Crawford county, 
rr iiiillioii wiiiilil hardly rover his royiilliei. Three-million dollars aliead 
gaiiir ill four yt^ars, lie could idibrd to smile at the jibes of smiilbstmled 
1*1 til wiiirss rifhctile If “ money talks,** thretMnllllons ought to be pretty 
•lit 11ir f'ltitrrhrs, stores, houses, tdlktm, wadis and tanks have *‘gone 
riiiig.** IbirdAiiiii sliitioii nppeiirs mi more on railroad time-tables. 
11 maps do lioi m-riil it l*Vw* know and fewer cart who owns the place 
‘fir apple III tlir oilitMifs eye, now 11 shmiowy relic not wairth carting off 
ill riliaiom ! 

li4U» riijii^rd qiiite u repiitiillon for ** resolving,** and the first 
ig litdd i4* rrgiilttti’ the price of crude was at Tarr farm in 1861. The 
.II Mt. hiiics, Cfciicriil James Wadsworth uml joslah Oakts, 

if4 a Xrw York *rhe hlea was to ram* five-huncireddhouiiind 

4 4iiti 1*1$^ up llir ii iriiuiy lor ten miles iilotig OH Creek, Wiidiworth and 
* ticer liiitifireil flioiwiiitd dolliim for this pyr|Kmc, when the 

.irl'Oiin Ibrtii flit' Will «*iit|ed the srlietiie, A contract wiii also made with 
Milir.. to lav *1 bull iiitli wiwulim pi|wditie from Tarr farm to Oil City, On 
kiir. ill Col Citfk, «»l dark ^ Siiiiiner, and Sir John Hope, the eminent 
fit tiiitk#4, It iiM^tilriided to nliaiidori tilt? paiject mid apply for a charter 
ii|p-iifie 1 Wii^ dsiiif^ ill llie winter of Ham Morrow Ik Lowry, 
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who rt4)reHt*nted the tlistriei in tlir Sliilr S<-iwli% mg iltr 4|»|»iirrtlmii. I fiiii, 
M. C. Beebe, the local ineniber of the l.rmUimr. if rt-«i|ii|t4y, 

to'quote his own words : •’Hirrc arc imir-lhimxiiiti Iram^ liaiiittig ml aiiti my 
constituents won’t stand this intcrfmviH-e/* Tlw mrmtm- Utlm *** «***«> , I 'lark 
& Hope built the Slaiulard refinery id ritlsbnrg. 

Resistance to the S(nith4«i|triivrnitiil<:iiiii|*atiy mrUM ilir iirtuliirrrs sob 
idly in .1872. The refiners orgmiiliecl to force a largrr iiiargiii rfiitlr aiHl 

refined. To offset this and govern the iiinl sair «»f rrtitir. llie jme- 

ducei-s established a “union/’ “ ageiick^s *’ iiinl * ’ rmmr^h *'* lin liinbrr ol' 
every well in the region was shut down for lliirly ikys. ’flir ’’ tif %rvtmly» 
six” was abroad and individual loHses were lairtir f'ltrerlttlly lor llir griirriti 
good. This was the heroic |>er!t«.h wliirli ilniioiMralrd. lltr liiter of the 

great body of olboperators. E. ti Cla}>|g «*f ami Caiilrtiii Williititi 

Harson, of Oil City, were the chief tit!icer?i i»f rriinirkafilr l♦|■g^llll#4ltion^. 
Suspensions of drilling In 1873-4 5 mipideiiieiitril llir iiiriiitiralile tliirl>-a*iy 
shut-down.” At length the “union/* the “riiiiiirik" iititl tlir “ agriirlrs “ 
wilted and dissolved. The area of iirtKhiclivr lrrfili.»ry whlriirtl iiiitl ^-itroisg 
contpanies became a nec€»ss!ty to ilevelo|i it. Tlir liig Ibli nw^itllowwi llir little 
ones, hence the feature io |iromniiii:eil isi rat liri yram brrii alstiotl 

eliminated. Many of the operiitoni are mriiibcr'^ ol iIp' v A^#*w*ri4titin^ 

in which Congressman Phillipi, Etiirty. kirk am I T f Vasnler* 

grift are prime factors. Its preikkiil, liott | \V Lrr« prat li«r4 liii at Et.iiik- 
lin, served twice as vState*Htmi;ilor liinl hwiilecl iii hi^l ir^f. Hr b a 

cogent speaker, not averse to legiil tilts and not tiiickw^ard hi^ in 

the fiice of the enenty. 

South of the Story and. Tiirr I'kriiiH* on kali nf «MI rirrk, ii'rrc John 
Blood’s four-hundretbimd-forty iicres, 11ir li%rd m an iiii|taliil«h 

weatherbeaten frame Ik-hisc*. On five ncrc^ of tlw ihr IVlrnlrtiiii* 

Company Imd twelve fltwing wt?lk in iHhi, II 11 Maph-I'rrr 
ing well spouted tvvt?ntydivcdumtlred harreb for titoiillri#, tlrcliiit-d 1*1 

three-hundred in 11 year unci was dcHlrc.iyrd liy llrr iii of ims, Itiit 

flames devastated twenty iicrcs, €f:itisiiiiiiiig Irii %vrlb and u Istitnlti %l tmkn of 
oil, the loss aggregating a million A 4irri of iirr, innl'ii gt.iiitl #iiid 

up to that date the most extensive iiiitl dciilriii iii ciilthun, ilir fkin 

and the stream. Blood Well Mo. 1 * lltnuiig 4 haffrl^* Ntr t, 

flowing six hundred, and five other ginihcri* itrvrr yirlikil iitirr tlir roinhigrtilli.iti, 
prior to which the famr was protludnn iiiorr oil tliiiii thr Inilainf^ til tlir trglfUi. 
Brewer 8 i Watson, Ballard ^ lYiix. Edward FilWit^, ilntry Mritliwi 

Painter, James Burrows and J. 11. Ihiiiraii mi ifir ifiiti. 

Blood sold in 1S63 for fivcdiniiclrtKh^iiicbiiixlydlfo dtilkfmaiid triii4»mi li* 
New York, Buying ti browriiltiiitt nmklnuT on Idflh wvniiir, lif' \|ihirgrdl 
around Gotham two or three ytiiw, iftiii the city fur tlir niiifiiti aitil ilirti king 
since. The Blood farm wm notably iirolllk, liiil jti glory liii dri'iiifttHb 
Stripped bare of derricks, houici, iititl tiiiik%* tiaiighl b IrfI %ivr tli** fugged 
hills and sandy banks, “ It Is no itiiltitr, tlir i^it will iiirw, tlir will Imm 
his day.” 

Neighbors of John Blcwd, n ftiw*la.ui!etl Wfiilit' unit lii% wife, 
rience not yet forgotten in New York. tiirlr fartii im iinniry, lit# 

couple concluded to .see Miiiiliiittiinvilli? and oil In liigli Airaytstl .In 
homespun-clothes o.f most tpiniiliii: cowttry*«fi»liioiy Wng^ *iii thr hniii ad* 
vised them to go to the Astor .lloiiit and iiwisi Imviiig tlir ioi»ni in 
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tfuTiinivan^ary. Arriving in Nt-w Vt»rk» thc^y wwc drlwn tn tlu* hotel, each 
nmyh^i li Inindlr dunr up iu a n>lore(l haiulkcrchk'f. Their nislit' appearance 
uitradeil great attenlion, whic h was incrtnised when the man marched to tfie 
iiiru’e c'liunter aitc* demandcHl " tin* best intlu'shelning, h’gnsh." 'Fheustoundc^d 
c lerk fried to get tla* unwelcutite guent to go elHt‘wlu*re, assuring him he must 
have made a nuHtake. Hu* rural dc*iegale did not pn^pose to he hlnOed l)y 
c'oaxing or threats. At length the reiireseiitative of petrolemn wanted to know 
* lu»w mm li H woukl camt to Inty the gol darned ranchc,*.” In despair tlie clerk 
rammioned the proprietor, who soi»n look in the situation, d'o humor the 
slraitger he replied lltal one hundred-thouHand dcdlurs would l>uy the place, 
llie t hap prcnlma'd a pih’ of hUh* and tendenal him the money on the sjHd ! 
l‘I%phinaltotiH hdlowed, a parlor and hedrootu were assigned the italr and for 
days they wtaa* the lionn of the metropolis. Hutidredsi of citi^iens and ladit's 
C4illed Ic* see itte iniioc ents who tuul c tinu* on their “first tewer’* as green and 
timitiplitHtif’aled as did jemtah Allen's Wife twenty years later. 

Ambrose Rynd> an Irish woolen-faetor, houglU fivednmdred acres from the 
I lollitiid I .aiHhihimpiiny in t.Hoo and fniilt a log»cahin at the mouth of Cherrytree 
Run, He attained the Nestorian iige of ninety nine. His grundson, Joliu 
Rynih horn In the loga nhin In 1815, owned thrc'e hundred acres of the tnict when 
thi* peiroleiim-wiive swept (HI Creek, M*rhe BIckkI farm was north and the Smith 
isist, Cfterrytree and Wykle Runs ri|>|.»led through the western half of the prop- 
er! wliich C HI Creek divitletl nicely, Developmtfnts in rH6i were on tiuj eastern 
hall Starting at flvednualriHl l>arrels, the Rynd well flowed until 1B63. The 
Crawford "'siiw “ the Rytidiind “went it tmt? better,'* lasting until June of 1864. 
Sh fair wells were drilled on Ryiid Island, 11 dot at tim up|>er j>art of tin? farm. 
The Rynd-IAirin ('>lbCorii|iimy tH' New Yt»rk purchased the tract In 1H64. John 
Ryml inovetl to Fayette county iintl died in the seventies. Hume Ik Crawford, 
Porter Ik. Mllroy, Ik lA Wren, thetterk, Favorite, l’Yt>st, Northern and a score of 
ciifiil'iiinkts o|.it*raled vigort.H.iHly, Tim third siinil thickened and improved with 
tile elevation of the lillk. 1*1 ve refineries handled a thousand barrels t)f crude 
|n?r %vi?rk. A snug villiige tdocmied on the west side, the liroad Hat affording an 
eligible site, Tlie late John Wallace and Theot-lore laidd were prominent in the 
later siiigti of ol'seratbiii. Cynm Ih Rynd reU,irned In tSBi to take charge 
of the Ikriii and served m iiostmaster six years, Rynd, onc’e plump and juicy, 
now Itiiiri WIH.I tleslmited, rtmaitbles an orange which 11 buy has sucked and 
Ilirmiii away tin* rind 

lAvo iiiuseiiiU'Ciiiio wells iin llui Rynd farm llUistrated practically CIiap» 
kiln ,\ii Cabers “ Hrlnking From Ilit? Hiime Canteen.’* A do«en strokes of the 
iniiiip cvt^i y litrtir rmm%\ the Agiliitor to Bow ten or fifteen minutes. The pious 
Htiiid.iy w'rik its cffi$i|wiiiioii, loafed sijc days In the Wi*t 4 wliile the other worked, 
flowing on tlie Habiwili wHicn the Agitator pump rested from Iti IfilKirs, This 
Mirt of itfliitiiv, W'iiirli rml Wllllaiti Phillips and Kolile & Deliimater a mint of 
1110111*%% was eviiit^rd most forcibly on the McClintock farm, west side of Oil 
Crfvk, fiotitli of Ryinl Williiim McClintm-k, orlgirwil owner of the two-hundred 
iirrrs. tlviiig In the wlrkw remained on the ftirtu with her grandson, John 
W Htrcte, ulioiii the coiifile hitd iidfipted at a tendef age, uikm the decease of 
liK iiiollirr. Nearly litilf the farm wii*i liottonidaiid, frorit.lni the creek, on the 
tiiinli Ilf w till li thr fir^l wAIn were mink in i^t. This Vaiiilyko flowed t'welve- 
htiiidrrtl bafft^kii ikiy, ilwliiied itowly and In Iti third yearpiimiml fourteen* 
tkummui 11 ir Lkiytl, Ivaitiiiait, Uttb Giant, Mcirrlson, I'liiycffi & Mcfrrick, 
Clirkty, Ocuati, Faliitei, Sterrett, Chaiiiatid skly more ^ 1 :i put up fifty to four- 
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hundred barrels daily. Directly between the Vatislyke and (1u*isty, a ft*w rods 
from either, New-York parties finished the Hanmu^nd well in IVlay, iHfep Start- 
ing’ to how tliree-hiindred barrels a day, the Ifaninumd killet! the I.lc»ytl and 
Christy and reduced the Vanslyke to a teiebarrel pumjjer. Its triuinpli was 
short-lived. Early in June the New Yorkers, eluted owr its |H‘rfornmnee, 
bought the royalty of the well and one-lhird arre of gnnau! for two huiulretl 
thousand dollars. The end of June tlie tubing was drawn from the !•IxeeIsior 
well, on the John McCIintock farm, fivedumdred yunis east, flotKliiig the Ham- 
mond and all the wells in the vicinity, d'hc damage was attribntetl tc^ Vumler- 
grift & Titus’s new well a short distance down tin? flat, nobody imagining it vimxm 
from a hole a quarter-mile off. Retuhing tlu^ Excelsltir quic^kly restored mie- 
half the Hammond’s yield, which increasetl as the. lCxt*elsior':4 !t‘ssened. An 
adjustment followed, but the final pulling of the tubing fnan the Excelsior 
drowned the affected wells irermanently. ( geologists and scientislH reveleil in 
the ethics suggested by such interference, which casing wells has obviated. The 
Widow-McClintock farm irroduced hundreds t»f tlumsands of biirrelH of oil and 
changed hands repeatedly. For years it was owned by a man who as a lioy 
blacked Steele’s boots. In 1892 John Waites rimoviited a nu«rlH*r of the old 
wells. Pumping some and plugging others, to shut out water, suriirisetl and 
rewarded him with a yield that is bringirrg him a tidy fortune. Hie action of tlu? 
stream has washed away the ground on which the Vanslyke, the Sterrelt and 
several of the largest wells were located. ‘ ‘ Out, out, brief candle !’* 

Mrs, McCIintock, like thousands of women since, uttemptecl one iluy in 
March of 1863 to hurry up the kitchen-fire with keroseiii*. The result was her 
fatal burning, death in an hour and tlie first funeral to tlie ncconnt of the irencle 
erous oil-can. The poor woman wore course irlothing; worked hard itiid se- 
creted her wealth about the house. Her will, written soon after McCliiil«»ck*s 
exit, bequeathed everything to the adopted heir, John W. Hteele, twenty years 
old when his grandmother met her tragic fate. At elglileen he hat! nmrrietl 
Miss M, Moffett, daughter of a fanner in Sugurcreek townslilp. He hauled oil 
in i86r with hired plugs until he could buy a span of stout horses, CHI-Creek 
teamsters, proficient in lurid profanity, coveted hh varied stock of |)«lnted ex|ile- 
tives. The blonde driver, of average height and slender build, pleasing In up* 
pearance and address, by no means the unlicked mb and Ignoriinl tnior he tins 
been represented, neither smoke nor drank nor gambled, but ‘*lte could say 
‘damn’ !” Climbing a hill with a load of oil, the enchboard drop|a*d out aiid liv»? 
barrels of crude wabbled over the steep bmk. It was exiiwperiitiiig aiid the 
spectators expected a special outburst Sleek? ** winked the? other rye** mid 
remarked placidly : “ Boys, it’s no use trying to do jimiici? to lliis mvmum,** 
The shy youth, living frugally and not the tyfie ptople wtaikl with 

unprecedented antics, was to figure in song imtl story and be iidverlkrtl itnire 
widely than the sea-serpent or Burnum’i wmilly-horse. Ifilliiiiw who never 
heard of John Smith, Dr. Mary Walker or Baby McKee have liearcl iind «?;«! 
and talked about the one-and -only “Cotil-Oil Johnnie/* 

The future candidate for minitrel-gagg and new»|mprr-»piri* mm limtltiig 
oil when a neighbor ran to tell him of Mm McCIintock ticatit lie 
home. A search of the premises disclosed twodmiidrr«l*tlioii»iitii iloIlurM the 
old lady had hoarded. Wm. Blackstone, ap|K>inted his gtiiirdlrtii. rrstrirtrti lit# 
minor to a reasonable allowance. The young man** ttniiliici wm IrrrproiiHiable 
until he attained his minority. Hli income wm enormous. Mr. itiufkitrwir |Mikl 
him three-hundred-thousand dollars in a lump and lie reiol%%*d to ** utiiiie of 
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the worifL” i Ic saw it, not thrt>ugh smoktal glass c‘ilher. 11 is esrapacU*s sup- 
plied no «iul ofniaterial fur gossip. Many tales eoneerning him wert* exaggera- 
liotis and many pure inventions. Demure, sU>W”going I'hiladelphia he colored 
a (laming vermilion. He gave away ('arriages after a single drive, kt‘pt open- 
house in a big h(»tel and sciuandered thousands of dollars a day. Seth Slocmm 
was “showing him the sights** and he fell an ejisy victim to blacklegs and 
swindlers, 1 le ordertal chamiHigne by the dozen baskets and treated theatrical 
€ompaiht‘S to the costliest wine-suppers, (hiy ballet girls at h’ox’s old play 
house told .spicy storit*s of these mitlnight frolics, I'o a negro-cometlian, who 
saitg a stHig that pksised him, he handed a thousand-dollar pin. He would 
walk the* streets with bank-bills stuck in tin* buttonhoh*s of his coat for Young 
America to grab. He courted chih- men and spent cash like the Count of Monte 
Cristo. Jifhn Mc^rrissey sat a night with him at cards in his Saratoga gambling” 
house, (‘leaning him out of matty thousands. Leet'hes l)led him and sharpers 
fleered him mercilessly, He was a spinullhrift, hut he didn’t light cigars with 
Imndred-dollar hills, l)iiy a I*hihuU*l|)hia hotel to give a chum nor destroy mom'y 
“ for fun.** Usually somelKKly heuefited by his extravagances. 

Occasionally his prodigality assumed a sensible i>hase. Twenty-eight-hun- 
dred dollars, one day’s receipts from hl.s wells imd royalty, went toward the 
erection of the soldiers* monunumt— a magnificent shaft of white marble— in 
the Franklin park, Kxcrept Dan Rice’s five-thousand memorial at Girard, Erie 
county, this wm the first monumistt In the Union to the fallen heroes of the 
civil war. Ten, twenty or fifty dollars fretiuently gladdened the poor wlio asked 
for relief, l ie lavished fine clothes and diamonds on a minstrehtroupe, touring 
the country and entertainining crowds in the oibregions. John W. Gaylord, an 
artist In hurnt-ct ^rk and member of the trou[>e, has fitniishtsl these detail.s: 

“ Y«», * Coat-Oll Jehn«t«' wus my frieiul in 1 j 1« palmitit days, I wtti hl« room- 

matt wtwn he cut the thinei tiuit ctkhrttiiid him the mowt eccentric millionaire on eiirth. I 
waiwiih ihi Skiff & Oaylortl mhi«itrch. J<ihniiic saw ui iwrlorm in Fhlhtddphia, got itwek on 
the huiliicii ant! iMUighl one-Udrd IntcrcHi in the nhow. HIm first move wai to get fivt-thonwenl 
dollars* worth of worwictits at his own expense. They were all the way from a one-iheet to a 
twiiity-foMr-»h«t In ifio and the largest amount any concern had ever owned. Tlieeiirtcmn, 
which aitractwl so much wtentlun, of * Bring That Skiff Over Here/ was in the Jot. We went 
on the roatl, did a monstroui hwsJneis everywhere, turned people away iml wore prosperous. 

Eetchifif tlllctt, N» Johnnie treated to a iupper for the company, wlilch ccist t»iie4hou- 
iftfid dollitri. He then com?# Ived the idea of trnvellng l>y hli own train and purchased an t f»f ine, 
a Mteeptf and a Iwiiagt-car. Datet for two weeks were eancflled and w« went Junketinf, 
Johnnie ftMitliig th# hllJi, At Krte wt had a ftvodHmdred-dollariittpfier; and m It went. It wm 
hurt ttiit Johnnie laiught hit hr«t hack. After a short ride ht preientcd it to the driver. Our 
d»t«t btiiif canceled, jtihw tile inslsltd «|mn indemnifying us for the lost of tlro«* He paid ah 
•tlarits, ©iiliiiattd th« prohahl# htt»i»«f rectipts npon tim hasli of packed hontti and paid that 
alto to^ otir tre«itir«r. 

** In Cbleago he gave another exhibition of his eccentric traits. lie leased th© Actcitmy of 
Music for the ieason and we did a bif business. Finally ho iiro|a>i«l a for Skiff & f,»aylord 
and stilt ©vf r to fitnl the Croilty Ofitfa. Mouse, then the floeit In tli© country. Th« manigtr itni 
back the iiwoliint rtply s *Wt won’t rent our house for an Inftrnftl nlgger-shew.* Joltnnit fot 
warm In the ctilliir, H© w«iit down to their office in Moot & Cidy’s wuslc-ftori. 

** * What will you tikt tor your hout® and soil It outright V he iwktd Mr. Root. 

*' * I don't want to lelL* 

** * ril give you a llbtrtl price, Money it no object.* 

** Then Johnnie ptilltd otit a roll from his valise, counted out two-hundred-tboniftnd dollart 
Mtd ask«d Moot If lh« wii tn object. Mr. Hoot was thundtrstruck. * If yon art that kind of t 
«mn you can Irnvt the boiii-t tor the tieneftt free of charge,* Tlie tieneflt wm the bigf«»t •«■€€••• 
ever known In mlftiirtliy. The r*«»ipti were torty-ffve*h«ndr«d dollari and wort w«r« turned 
«w»f thMi could h® g Iv«n idnitatoM. Neat day Johiiait hunted up oti# of the ffnett earrltge- 
howti In llt« city and pr#»iit«l It to Mr. loot for the eoortwy extendtd. 

• * Oh, I Await wgf t prlne# with III# m&my^ I bay® ^a him iptwd m high m G>m haadrtd- 
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thousand dollars in one day. That V’as the time he hire<l the < •oiitimnmd Hotrl In Philndelphia 
and wanted to buy the (lirurd House. He went to the Comiuental ami puliirlv Haiti ttuhe t k rk; 
‘Will you please tell the proprietor that J. W. Steele wishes to see him/' ’ St*, s*i,* Maid the 
clerk ; ‘ the landlord is busy.* Johnnie suKKCHted he eould make It pay tiw t Jerk to iu eonunotiute 
the whim. The clerk beeanie disdainful and Johnnie tosHcd a hell-boy 11 twent valollar K*»ht-}tlree 
with the request. The result was an interview with the landlord, JtJinnie 1 laimrd he had been 
ill-treated and requested the summary dismissal of the elerk. The ptiqu irtor refufied and 
Johnnie ofTered to buy the hotel. The man said lu* eouUl nt»t sell, Itetnuhe he wan not the entire 
owner. A bargain was made to lease it one day for eight -ihmiHand dtdlars, I’br « ai»h was paid 
over and Johnnie installed as landlord. He made me bell-hoy, while Shn um cdtu laird an elerk, 
The doors were thrown open and every guest in the house had his fill td wine atul edlbln fu-r «.{ 
cost. A huge placard was posted in front of the hotel: 'Open house to-duyj every thing free; 
all are welcome!’ It was a merry lark. The whole city seemed iti catch on and the houie wi« 
full. When Johnnie thought he had had fun enough he turned the hostelry over to the Iftudlord, 
who reinstated the odious clerk. Here was a howdedo. Johutil# was friiiuic with mge. He 
went over to the Girard and tried to buy it. He arrangml with the proprieten to ‘ Inn k ‘ tite Con- 
tinental by making the prices so low that everybody would come thrrr. Thr Continental did 
mighty little business so long as the arrangement lusted. 

“The day of the hotel-transaction we were upon Arch street, A rain setting in, Johnnie 
approached a hack in front of a fashiouahle store and tried to enguge It to l Urry us up to the 
Girard. The driver said it was impossible, as he had a parly in the ilore, Jcilinnie tosted him a 
five-hundred-dollar bill and the hackrnan said he would risk it. When wt? arrived at th«? hotel 
Johnnie said : * See here, Cabby, you’re a likely fellow* How would you like to own that rig f* 
The driver thought he was joking, but Johnnie handetl him iwodbowsand dollars. A halfdiour 
later the delighted driver returned with the statement that the purchase had been ell’trted. 
Johnnie gave him a thousand more to buy a stable and that man tcoday k the wealthiest hack- 
owner in Philadelphia.” 

Steele reached the end of hia **itring find the fann Wfn4 syid iti 1H66. When 
he was flying the highest Captain J. J. Vimdergrift iwul T. H. Wllliiuns kindly 
urged hitn to save some of his money. He thanked tliem for the friendly adviee, 
said he had made a living by hauling oil and could do so iigidii if neecHHiiry* hut 
he couldn’t rest until he had spent that fortune. He spent it rnilllurt and gut 
the “rest.” Returning to Oildom “dead broke,” he gettired the posit k»ii of 
baggage-master at Rouseville station. He attended to his duties inintTnnlly, 
was a model of domestic virtue and a most popular, obliging oflkial. I ffi|ipily 
his wife had saved something and the reunited et>u[de got along swiininiiigly. 
Next he opened a meat-market at Franklin, Imllt u|> a nice huHincHH, sold the 
shop and moved to Ashland, Nebraska. He farmed, Ink! up money and en- 
tered the service of the Chicago, Burlington 81 Qimuy Hailrond sontr yvmn ago 
as baggage-master. His manly son, whom heetlucated spk‘tiditliy, k tt»|egrii|ih- 
operator at Ashland .station. The father, “Hteiidyafi a eltw‘k,” h iiittiwtriiiui», 
reliable and deservedly esteemed. Recently a fresh crop of .Hloiien regariliiig 
him has been circulated, but he minds his own idlkirs and Is not oiie wliil pitfteil 
up that the latest rival of Pears and Ikbbitt hiii just brought otil a liruiiduf 
“Coal-Oil Johnnie Soap.” 

John McClintock’s farm of two-hundred acres, east of Hleeic aiiit siuiili of 
Rynd, Chaise & Alden leased in September of 1S59, for onedialf tln^ oil. fl. K. 
Alden was a naval officer, disabled from woundi recttlveil iit aiii«l ati 

oil-seeker at Cuba, New York. A hundred wells rendiwl the fariii cxifriiirly 
productive. The Anderson, sunk in .1S61 near tlm mnaliriiHl ronirr, on (lierry 
Run, flowed constantly three years, waning gradually from twodtiiiiilrrtl barn^k 
to twenty. Efforts to stop the flow In 1S62, when oil <iriip|a»f| to ten or tifbtrii 
cents, merely imbued it with fresh vigor. Andersoii tlioiiglil tiir oiMiiihiin*^ 
had gone to the bow-wows and deemed Mmidf ltu‘ky to gri KrvriMliiiiiHainl 
dollars in the fall for the well. It earned 0rte4mndR*d*flmtpf4iai dollarfi 
quently and then sold for sixty-thounand* Ttte Excckiiir prialiirril liiy-tliiwf 
sand' barrels before the interference with the IlatiintiMitl cicartiv«l Tlim 




h line ienuH 

the oil for ninety yt^iirn. 
l’*onnin|( n partnernhlji 
with I lenry R. Ronne iind 
Sanniel Q, Ilrown, he 
kleketl down '* the first 
well in iS^io to the tirnt 
Hiind. It |)itni|H;*d ten bur- 
rein II diiy luid wiin knight hy A. Potter, wlio sunk 
it itfid iinother to tlie third mind in i 86 i. A three*" 
hnndreddmrreh?r for months, No. i tiiiinged liimtls 
i»»ur tItneH, wm houglit in hy ckndd & Stowell 
ami |itocluretl oih^it |nini|H»d for fifteen years— thiit sold fin‘ twoiinndrt*d»atid'' 
nlnety-thmwiiiid dollarn I Thh veteran was the tliird or fourili prudutiiig well 
In file region, 11 ie thtrtw, umiidly connklered **ilie first llcming well,** In July 
of nHTiosiMnUefl freely id twodnntdred feet It was not tnUed and snriaee-. water 
soon iimtered the lit nv of oil The Brawiey -nkty-lhoiimnid harnin In light 
nionllis" i ifihle ^ Flowi*r, Shaft and Sherman were mogiiH of iSfii- lli*e«:h 
i% (dllett, Alfred Willoiiglihy, Taylor Ik Koekwell, Hhreve ik t iIiihs, Allen Wright, 
Wesley iitfeeiloiw laugh eould he IieartHKe ht|nuri*H - and a lit»»t 

ofeompanleH o|ieriiled in Franklin S* Tarhell, li ,\L Ilnkell, K, C% 


////■‘ i\u / j>:y or /r'7 ro/ rrj/. 


Whfiier, \\ rigid A* Hall, Alitn* I .«r, jew, Ueininj!., ILiinesand i'afl wtils were 
choice siHsiinens. William aful Rnht-rt ( >rr’s Aulmrn Oil Worksand the IVnne- 
cluu*k Refmery i'hu<*krd six-hundred harnisa week into the stills. 'rht‘ Mc'diti- 
tocks liave migrated ft tan Venango. Smne are in heaven, some in Frawford 
county and some in the west. If Joseph ('ot»ke*s comintlruin “Dors Death 
Etui All?’* he nt‘gatlveck thenMiugltt to lie a grand reiiiiion vvlusi tliey nu-et 
in the New Jerusalmn utul talk tiver tluir experiences c»n Oil ('reiis. 

ICight miles east tif lilnsville, at Enterprist*, jtihn I., and h'osterW. Miti'luil, 
sons of a pioms’f settha* »>(" Allegheny township, were lumhering atul merc'han- 
dising in 1H59, liiey hail worked on the farm and learned hkuivsmithing from 
their father. Hu* report of (hi. Drake’s well stirred the little hamlet. John 
L. Mitchell mounted a horse and rode at a juiunGilpinguUoi> to letisc Ardiihald 
lUuitanan's lag farm, on both .sitles of ( )il Oret^k and Fherry Rtai. i’lie old 
man agreed to his terms, a lease was exetadeil, the 
rosy-cheeketl mistress and all the pupils in tlu* log 
Hcliaol-house w‘lu» (xinhl wr ite W'llneSHed the signa” 
tures inul IVlitciiell rode hac k with the document in 
his pocket. Me also leased Jolm lUichanaipH two 
lumdred Hcrespunuh of 
Archibald Ihu'hmiiufs 
threedumdred on the 
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Bradley, IIarnK)n Camp, (k‘t)rg‘i‘ I-ong’ and J. *l\ J<aU’H nrrivfd liltT. 'The ti-rri- 
tory was singularly prorital)le. Mitchell 8c Brown eredccl a rrfmrrv, divided the 
tracts into hundreds of acre-plots ft>r leases aiul laid out the town c»f Ilueliaium 
Farm. Allen Wright, president of a k>cal oil-company, in hVliruary u( iH(n 
printed his letter-heads Rouseville” and the name was atfopled unaninunisly. 

Rouseville grew swiftly and fora time was headtiuarters tjf the oil industry. 
Churches and schools arose, good people feeling tlial rnitri lives not liy oil 
alone any more than by bread. Dwt‘llings ext«*nded up Cherry Run and tfie 
slopes of Mt. Pisgah. Wells and tanks covered the flats nml there were few 
drones in the busy liive. If Satan found mischief ft^r the idle only, he would have 
starved in Rouseville. .Stores and shops nnilttplie<l, James White fitted up au 
opera-house and C. L. Stowell optmed a bank. Henry l^atcbeu c'ouductetl the 
first hotel. N. W. Read enacted the role of ** Petroleum \^ Nanhy, wicli i/. posp 
master.’* The receipts in 1869 exceedtsl twentydlvedhousaucl dollars. Miss 
Nettie Dickinson, afterwards in full charge of the money-order detmrtrnent at 
Pittsburg ami iiartner witli Miss Annie Burke in a 
flourishing Oil-City bookHtore, run the oflic e in iin 
erticient style Poitmuster-tk’neral Wilson would 
have applauded. Vtft moHsdmtk’eil croakers In 
pant.H, left over from the Plkreno period, think the 
gentle* sex has no business with Inisiness ! The 
town reached high-water mark early in tlie seven™ 
ties, the [>opulation grazing nine’lliotisitnd. IVo* 
duction declined, new fieltls attracted live operators 
and in the inhabitants ttui«ta'*ri*d sevnehtin- 
dred, twice the present figure, Rouseville will 
go down in history as an olPiowti noted for pro- 
gressiveness, intelligen(*e, crooked streets and girls 
pretty as a picture.** 

Vow oHilfl always ct»iiia eti a livrly riwili?-* 

“rhc? tmy'** h*iw l*» nrl i*|» anil lnoll«*, 

Ami c»f rtiufsr Uw gIrN liml iilrniy i»f lm*iUp,, 



WKHLKV CHAMHHHH, 


The Buchanan-Farm Oil-Company purchased Mitchell llrowifs i!itert*fit 
and the Buchanan Royalty OIbCompany acquired the oiieTotirtlt held fiy the 
land-owners. Both realized heavily, the Royalty Omi|>a!iy paying its stork 
holders—Araold Plumer, William llaldeman and Dr. C, li C4iii|ii»r wen* priii- 
cipals— about a million dollars. The senior Biichiiiiitti, after r*s*elvtiig two or 
three-hundred-thousand dollars— fifty times the itim he would ever have giiiiied 
farming —often denounced ** tlf pirates that robbed m% old mate btiyiif tff fiirrtt 
he could *ave sold two year kter fur two mltlytin !** T\w ohl mail has lieeii oiii 
of pirate-range twenty-five yearn and the lluchiiiiiiii ftitiillics arc st'altt^rcd. 
Most of the old-time operators have handed In their filial ait'oiint l\mr ITcd 
Rockwell has mouldered into dust. Wright, Camp, layior, llcrrii, Long, 
Shreve, Haldeman, Hostetler, Ctmper, Col. Gllmni iiial l»‘ratik It win lire 
“grav’d in the hollow ground.’* Death claimed “ Hi” Wliiliiig in Morida and 
last March stilled the cheery voice of Wesby Clmmla^rs. 11ic cat pltMiiiiig 
tones of the Rev. R. M. Brown will bo heard no more tliii sttJr ilic walk of JuHfw 
and the gates of pearl. Scortti moved to diffcrcitl piiri« of the romtiiy, Joltti 
L. Mitchell married Miss Hiittk A, Raymond iind milled iii ITaiiklyii. Hr 
organized the Exchange Bank in 1871 and wm Its |irciildt*iit iiitiil ill liciiltli 
obliged him to reslpi. P'oiter W, Mitchell also loi*itlril itl tlir riiiitity«»ir*it itiid 
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built thf ICxchaugv llutrl. lb* ojHTalcil t*xlt*iisivt‘ly on Oil C'lVfk :uul in tlu* 
norlhurn tlistrids* dfvflopfd llu* Sluiw Ininn aiul e.stahliHhfd a bank at Roust- 
vilk*, subso(iiH*ndy transferring it to ( HI C'ily. 1 lo was artive in polities and in 
thf* produerrs’ organi^atunw, treasurer of the CVntrnnial Coinniissioa and an 
induential force in the OtldCxdmnge. David II. Mitchell likewise gained a 
fortune in tab founded a !>ank and died at I'itusville. Suntuel (J, Brown, their 
relative and assiudiite m various undertakings, was a merchant and banker at 
1‘leasantville. Ketiritig frtan tlu*se pursuits, he removed to Idhkuldphia and 
then to New Vt»rk tc» oversee the ftimncial wt»rk of tlu* d'idewater Pipe Line, 
lie procured the charter k»r the first pipedine and actpiired a fortune by bis 
businesH'tuleni and wise maimgement. 

J4‘t Urrruli'M hitnndl <Ui what ht* rnuy. 

rtu* inl will mew, the <U»|4 will hiivi* hln tluv." 

Btirn in New Ytirk In 1H24, Henry R. Rouse studied law, taught school in 
Warren cxiimty and engiigtsl In lumbering and storekeeping at haiterprise. He 
served in the legislatures of 1H59 60, act|uitting himself manfully. Promptly 
catching tlie inspiration of the hour, he shared witli William Barnsdiill and 
Boone Meade the honor of putting down the third oil-well in Fennsylviiniii. 
With JtHm I.. Mitchell and Samuel Q. Brown he hmsed the Buchanan farm and 
invested itt ail-lands getternlly. luibulous wealth began to reward his efibrts. 
Hud he lived “he would have been a giant or a bankrupt in i>etroleum,“ 
0|ieralions on the Jolin Buchanan farm were pushed actively. Near the upper 
line of the? farm, on the east side of Oil Crts^k, at tlie foot of the hill, Merrick 
81 Co. driUiHl a well in tHCit, eight rcHls from the Wadsworth. On April sevei^ 
teenth# at the depth of threedtuiulrtsl feet, gas, w*att?r and oil rushed uw fairly 
lifting thetcsilsout of the hole. l‘ht? evening was damp and the atmosphere 
surcharged with gas. l*eople ran w ith slmvels to dig trenches and tlirt>w up a 
bank to hold the oil, lartanks having laiim provkltHl. Mr. Rouse and Oeorge 
H. IHmIck, his iderk and cashier, with six others, liad eaten supper and were 
sluing in Anlhonybi I lotel discussing the fall of h'ort Sumter. A laborer at the 
Merrick well liounded into the nwan Uj say that a vein of oil hatl been struck 
imcl barrels were wanted. All ran to the well but Diinick, who went to send 
barrels, Mnishing this errand, he hastened towards the well. A frightful explo- 
sion lutrled him to the ©nrth. Snuniklering coals under the Wadsworth holler 
had ignited the gas. In an instant the two wells, tanks and an acre of ground 
saturated with oil were in liamts, enveloping ninety t»r a lumdretl persons. Men 
digging the ditch or dippingtheoil wilted like leaves in a gale. Horrible shrk?ks 
rent thw air* t Hnise vtilumes of black smoke iiHcamded. Ttmgues of flame 
leaped hundreds u( feet. One iicsir fellow, charred to the bone, died screiiming 
with agony «iver his sup|K>sed arrival in hell. Victims fH^rishecl scarcely 11 step 
from safety. Rouse stood m*ar the derrick iit the fatal moment. IllIndecI by 
tla» first flash, he sluiiihled hirwitrd and fell Into the mamhy soil, llirowliig 
valuabki papers and a wallet of mtaiey beyond the circuit of fire, he struggled 
to his feet, gropetl a doieti piic^i iind fell tigiiin* Two men diiihed Into the iea 
iif flame and ilragged him fortli, his flesh baked and his clothing a handful oi 
Hhreilti. Ib^ was carried to 11 shanty and gasped through five hours of excrie 
elating torture. I f Is wonderftti »elf«paise«ilon never deserted liim, no word or 
ac‘t betniyittg his fearftil sufleritig. Although obliged to ilp wiiier from a spoon 
at every breath, tie dirtattsl a ainclau will, devising the bulk of libestiiti! In trust 
to improve tho rofuls and thu |KK>r of Wfirren county. Relatives and 

Intimate frleiiik, hb clerk and hired biy, the nmn who boris him from the broil* 
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in^* furnace and honest (k'l)lc)rs wt‘rt‘ reiuemluMH'd. dliis dire culaniity blotted 
out nineteen lives and dislij^ured thirletai men and hc»ys permanently. I'he 
blazing oil was smothered with dirt the third day. I'ubing was put in the well, 
which llowed ten-thousand l>arrels in a week and tlii‘.n ceased. Nothing is left 
to mark the scene of the sad tragedy, d'he Merrti’k, Wadsworth, I laldeman, 
Clark & Banks, Trundy, Comet and Imperial wells, tlie tanks ami the dwellings 
have been obliterated. Dr. vS, S. Christy - he was Oil t 'ity ’s tirst druggist - ' Allen 
Wright, N. Id Jones, W. B. Williants and William 11 . Kinter, live the six 
witnesses to Rouse’s remarkable will, nrt* in ett?rtiity, Z. Martin ahnu' remaining. 

Warren’s greatest benefactor, the interest of tlie Imlbmillitin tiollars Rouse 
bequeathed to the county has improved roads, eonstructc‘d liridgeHand prtjvtded 
a poor-house at Youngsville. Roii.se was distinguished for uoIjU* traits, warm 
impulses, strong attachments, energy Jincl (Ua'iston of ehariu ter. I le ilispensed 
his bounty lavishly. It was a favorite habit to pick up netsly c*hi!tlren, furnish 
them with clothes and shoes and send them home walh Imsketsof provisitms. 
He did not forget his days of trial and poverty. HLh religioUH vtmvs wvre petal- 
liar. While reverencing the Creator, he dt?s|)isetl narrow t:reeds, tieprecattal 
popular notions of worshij) and had no dreat! of the hereaher. 1V> a preacht?r, 
in the little group that watched his fading life, wlio desiretl an hour btdbre the 
end to administer consolation, he replied : “ My account is tniule up. If I am 

a debtor, it would be cowardly to tisk for credit mwv, I tlf» not care to diHcuss 
the matter. ’ ’ He directed that his funeral ha without dis|day, that itt» Hermon l>e 
preached and that he be laid beside his motlu»r at Westfield, New V«irk. ‘rhus 
lived and died Henry R. Rouse, of small stature and light frame, but dcnviTed 
with rare talents and heroic .houI. Perhaps at the Judgment liny, whtii deeils 
outweigh words, many a strict Pharisee may wish he txailcl change places with 
the man whose memory the poor devoutly bless. As W. A. Oofilit has written 
of James Baker in “The Mine at Calumet 

" * P(grfeM}« 7 lie llti lifd 

One ilmplt way all through-* 

He merely praftkecl an* he aed 
That that wttd liev to do. 

' Under conviction' ? Th@ idt^t? ! 

He never done a thing 
To bo convicted for. Why, he 
Wui! straighter than a string.'* 

Seventy-five wells were drilled cm Hamilton *\lc:ClliilfK:*k*s fourd'iuiiclred 
acres in 1860-1. Here was Cary*s “ oil-spring “ and expertiitioiw of big wetls 
soared high. The best yielded from one-hundred to threcpliiinilrrd barrek a 
day. Low prices and the war led to the abi-indonmerit of iho Hiiwllrr brood. 
A company bought the farm in 1864. McClinttK±vilk’, a proniking village *>ii 
the Hat, boasted two rehneries, stores, a hotel and the ciisloiiiiiry littvmorlrH, of 
which the bridge over Oil Creek is tbe.sole reminder. Meiir the tipper botiiidary 
of the farm the Reno Railroad crossed the viilley on 11 glcifly renter* trestle anti 
timber abutments, not a splinter of which remains. Geiienil lliirieikle, the dis- 
tinguished commander, superintended the construction of thm iiioiiiilaiiidliic, 
designed to connect Reno and Pitliob and never cofn|i|i*teiL t k% a-doiially the 
dignified general would be hailed by a soldier who had ficrvoil iiinlt^r him. Il 
was amusing to behold a greasy pumper, drllltr or leiimstrr up, 1 lap Iliirtu 
side on the shoulder, grasp his hand and exclaim : “ f Idlo, I km-ral f I 
glad to see you 1 I was with you at Prederickuhiirg I Com** and fnivc .1 tlriiik !“ 
The Clapp farm of five-hundred mtm had a fair iilhiiitieiil iif loiif-livitl 
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wells cieiM'gt* H. aiul Anu»Ul Blutner lH»U}.'.hl tiu* lower naif, in llie 

closing clays of from Ralph C’lapp. I’ln' I’ornplaniia’ Oil C'oinpany pur- 

chased tlu* upper ludl. *riu* Heudoi'k, CAiha. CoHUwall a lh()UsantldKirreIia- - 
and ('oniplauter, t»u tlu' latler seetiou. were iiotahly produdive. I'he Williams* 
Slanlon, MeKee, Idi/aheth and Star win »t»petl it up on the Bisst*ll Plumer divi- 
siun. Much (»f tftt‘ uil ht tH63--3 was I'rom the second sand. luntr refineries 
tlcnnished and the tract coined money for its owners. A mile east was tlu* pro- 
lific Shaw farm, whicli put twodutiulred thousand dollars into h'oster W, Miu^h- 
eir.s purse, (i raff it Hassoids one tluatsand acn‘H, part of tlie land granted 
Cornphinter in 17*/^ had a multiludi* of medium wells that twoduced year aftta* 
year. In the Indian c hief, who lovecl fire vvatcT dearly, sold his rc‘servatic»n 
U> William Conuely, of Franklin, and William Kinnear, c»f (*c*utre county, for 
twenty”onedumdredsuul"tweiUy-'cme dollars. IVIatlhias Slockberger bought 
Connely’.H Italf in 1814 and, wltli Kittnearmul Reuben Noyt*s, erected the Oil- 
Creek furnace, a foundry, mill, warehouses atid steamhoatdandiug at the east 
tile mouth i»f the Hlrt*am. W'illmm and I'‘rech*rii’k Crary iiet|uired \hv. 
busineHS In 18^5 and ran it ten years. William and Samuel Bell licmghl it in 
1835 and shut down tfie furnac*e In 1849. 'rhe Hell lu‘irs sc>ld it to (dufF, I la.sson 
& Co. in 1H56 for HevendlioUHaiul iluUarH, James IlaHsun located cm the [prop- 
erty with Ids family and farmed five years, Ckalf ^ I lasson sold three-hundred 
acres In iHtit to the United Petroleum Idirms AsHociaiion for sevt*n 4 iundrc!d»aiKF 
fiftydiicnmimd dollars, fames I lalyday settled on tlie east side in 1H03. His 
son James, tlie first white \mhy in tlie nelgliborliootl, was liorn in 1809. Tlu? 
Eiinnon faintly came in the forties^ Hiomas Moran built the Moran I louse— it 
still l!ngem-*fn 184511111! died In 1857. Dr. John Kevins arrived in 1850 luid In 
the kill of 185a Jotm If Hopewell Htarled a general store, Hiram C#ordt»n 
ofieimd the *' Red Lion Inn,** Siimuel Thomas shod horses and tlirc’e or four 
families occupied small hafiilalions. And lids was the place, when tH6o dawned, 
that was to liccomc* the |M?lroleunemetropolis and he known wherever rncai 
have heard a word of ** Fnglbh as she isHfioke.** 

Cornplanter was the handier of the humble settlement, towards which a 
stiimpedf begun wllli the first glimmer of siting. I'o traca; tlie uprising of 
dwellings, stofi’S. wharves and boardingdiouses would be m difficult as pt*r“ 
IKdua! nioliom IVople liuddletl in shanties and lives] on barges moored to tin* 
bank. Derricks [leered up befdiid the boimcH, throngetl tlie marshy flats, con- 
gregated on ihfT filopes, climbed the precl|iitous liluffsiUtdimtaldlHhed afootliold 
on every ledge of fork, Piimping* wells and flowing»w<*lk scented tlie iilmos- 
piierf,? wllli gas and llu^ smell <if crude. Hmoke from hundreds of enginediouses, 
lilack, sooty and defiling, distadored the griiSH and foliage. Mud was tn^ery- 
w!ic‘re, deep, uiillinlltsk uiitvefsttt-«»yellow mud from the newer territory— dark, 
rcpulHive, oily tiiiid around the wells -sticky, tricky, sputtering mud on the 
streets and in the yards, J, li Reynolds, of Clarion ctpunty,iuitl CMIvin and 
William j. ,MrC 'oiiib* of Piltidinrg, opened the first store mulvr the iit*w order of 
thingii III March of tHfeo. T. II. and Wiltiam M. Wlllliunii jolmal tlie firm, They 
withdrew to opmi th*» Pilistiiirg store next door. RobsotPs liardwari^^stori* was 
farthi»r up the iniiln ntreet, on the east side, which cndtal abruptly at l*ottage 
mil, William P. Ilalllee--he lives In Detroib--and William janes built tlie first 
refinery, on tin* siinit^ street, In i86i, a year of nnexainpled iietivlty. The plant, 
wltlt‘h iittracted people from itll parts of thn count ry««?ifr. Ilnlllee failed it a 
|iorkt*t-?4till *‘ — Wits eitliirgecl into n refinery of five stills, witli an outfiiit of twte 
hundred barrels of rtalmsl tiil every iwtailydbur hours, hire destroytal it and 
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the firm built another on the fiats near by. t )n tin- west sUle, at the loot of a 
steel) clifif, Dr. S. S. Christy opened a tirnn-store. Houses, slu)ps, otiices, hotels 
and saloons hung against the side of the hill or sat loosely on hea[)S ol earth by 
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the creek and river. One cfvening a half-tlomt cHiiigetiiiil Hiiirltn mH In Wllliiiins 
& Brother’s store. J. B. Reynolds, iiBerwitrtls ii bunker, whci died several years 
since, thought Cornplanter ought to Ihi tliHcardetl iind n new name given the 
growing town. He suggested one which was heartily iipiirovetb l Jc|iiid re> 
freshments were ordered and the Infant was a|i|m>|iriiitely bii|itked OtL Citv, 
Peter Graff wa.s laid to re.st years ago. The venerable Jamies I Insmin sleefm 
in the Franklin cemetery. His son. Captain Wllliitm IIiishoii, is mt honored 
resident of the city that owes much to his enter|,irlse and llberidity. Cfifiiilde. 
broad-minded and trustworthy, he has been earnest in pronioiing the best inter* 
ests of the community, the? region iiiul the stiilr*. h recent lienefnetloii was Ills 
splendid gift of a public park— forty acres— on Cotfagi* Hill. He was tlie first 
burgess and served with €ons|,.)icuoiis ability in the itmiicil iiiid ilie legislittiirt*. 
Alike as a producer, banker, citizen, numici|>iil olllcer inid lawgiver, Ciiptfiltt 
Hasson has shown himself every inch a manly iiiitti/* 

When you talk of any better town thnn OH City, of Jiny letter sretion tliiiit 
the oil-regions, of any better |>eopk* than the oilmen. «if any better Htiiti* thim 
Pennsylvania, “every potato winks Its eye, every «iililiitge nliiikes Its heiid, 
every beet grows red In the face, every tmicm gets slrnitger. every Hbeaf <*f grain 
is shocked, every sttik of rye strokes Its beard, every hill of nirii pvlrk^ up its 
ears, every foot of ground kicks “ and every tree Iwtrks in iiidigiiaiit disMmt. 

Such was the narrow ravine, nowhere siicty mtU in width, titiit so 

grandly as the Valley of Petroleum. 



A SPLASH ON OIL CKICEK. 

dark mini of Oil Crrek I Unheiiutlful mud, 
riiiU I ouUlii't mill wtmUlu'i he ulpjird in tlie hud 1 
yi»lt« irm hiimnhle, 

Whnlly uiJtmtiahle; 

Tlmre it was, not a dauhl of il. 
etnddn’t keep out of it ; 

On all *ldeM they found it, 

So deep none dine jwuiul It 
No way to get hountl it. 

To their iieeki htihles erept In It, 

To their vhiui hlg men slept hi it ; 
hadieu— hletii the sweet nmrtvru! 
riutifihl fur over their garlcrt* ; 
tdrls hail fin eicernptlon, 

Hoys sank past redemption ; 

To their nuinei horsei ituU’d in It, 

To their «ar dips rmdw spriiwrd In It I 
lleonldn'i Iwchiiin’d off, 

U woukliiT he drain'd offs 
U eouldn't he tied up, 

It woultlitT l»e drltd up •, 

It eonUiii't h« shut down, 

It wouldn't he cwt down. 

Rldtri gladly ahrtmd would have shipp'd it, 

Walkers gtidly «t home would have tkipp’d It, 

Frost Imk'd It, 

Heal rmk'd It ? 

To htttttr wheel* ehuriwcl Jt , 

1*0 splashes rmiiw turned It, 

Had teaiii»ttrifol*dufnfd It I 
liaeh »ii«w*ftak# and dew«tlrop, earh ihower anil flood 
Jttit ieem’d to Infuse It with loti of fresh blwul, 

Inrreaiifif pitMiurifrm, 

Inereasini the rmdlon, 

Inrreasini the itiction ! 

Kv'ry flat had Its fill of it. 

Kv'fy *lo|« wim a hill of It, 

Kv'ry hftM^k wm a fill of it ; 

Kv'ry yard htnl three feet of It, 
tWry road wu* a ilictt of It ; 

Kv’ry farm had » field of It, 

Kv’fy town Itiid u yteld cif it. 

No tt«i toiliirt at It, 

No um Iti iwear at li i 
No II#® to get mild ahtitil It, 

No wie to feel ntd ahoiit It ; 

No ttim to alt np all night itditntitig 
ioma intricate form of hltiphtnilng i 
No tti« hi npbriiidltif— 

You kmi to go wading. 

Till w«ari«l hnminily. 

Han mil of profanity, 

Kotmd rtit III litiatiity i 

tir wlfig««l itahfight wiy«“tttil«i» tirowfd with m thud-* 
To lh« land of gold ptvtments an«l no OihCrtek mud I 
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I’ICKINC, KIVE ClilCKKIKS. 


JjIlfV SrUKAHn UulUM-.NI'M, On. CuKEM FAMtUm HolUIJCW V -- 

i^Lustc Fim A ■Crrv Hict* UfoN a Hill AuaiAtuK^Ki.uM 

Tt> 1111 -: ■ Viitmux Rtm'h VVHl^^ i.icn; •■■■■ Rt>MANri^: <if mi': Rkm> 

VVKIL- HMITH AM> Mrl'AU-: FaII MH- ■ Fi.KAHANTVILLK, SllAMlUlRti AM) RM) 
Xi»T t^NU'immv t»p mt': AtiAiitAN KitiiTH. 


” VVh»» « *ts) \ Irw ills* I jiH'U***! tt*nv, iiMi »t>rk (t« vvriU itf*" fi'mitu, 

*’ |lhl«‘k*?4 lit»t 'a** ilkirk. »»)»■ whitr «** vrrv vvhlU.* '* ( '*###’# 

” Wild i»i»d «Mir N Ihr . bill it in «•* Trill h,“ M/// ( W/wr*, 

*’ Nt* two rvrr writ' ilMkr.’*- ■ ih$wth*n 

'* Thrrr in m»ihiin| n** Mirut m Ihr vnltrrtiMU tillhr nitnulr.” ^ I 'dft^ Antitn-, 
’* llir Itriitmlh ihr iiAtitm kii»»w^ 
i-Uitrlly W'hrrr rAt'h t«»t»Ui-|ntint Ktn-n/'- 
'* Thr i's> iilw'Av** umiiri »m Itir ^ (N*kL 

" It tilttiTl f'Aiii, tlir wrttrr nititfilv Ml tmt id llir rkiiuF/* ■■ -('v 
“ T’hrrr «rr dm** %vlirH rvrrv nlrruiii in Tiirhliin himI rvriy iiiiiii in t’r«rnuw/* 

'• Wr ti«.«t kiiT ir wr Hlitiui filtii " 



Ii*H limrknm ns the 

TlimtTriiiR gTiijH^H hTyciUil 
tht:l fux’s mic’lb WtTl* IU)t 
Uiiiltisl tci tli*‘ wtitnlfrful 
VulU*y cif Ft’trolfitriT Llvci 
tipiSiitiirH tjiiickly ksirniil 
that IiIk wells ctHikl 
1 h* ftiund away from 
the luw Imnks t»f C hi 
i!reek. A mm tliey 

thlmlietl the hllFb as- 
rmulec! the ravines 
am! Invatleillhe near 
ti)Wimhi|.«, Very iia- 
turally tlie trilmtiiry 
streams wm'e favoreil 
at first., miti! t?x|»erl- 
ertee liis|'»ln*cl eotir* 
age aiK.I iiltiUiile fail- 
ed t«» be a Siilttiis 
tibstarle* littlii*4way 
itiaiiv|itit'y lare.iks wi*re liHiamUtred, liroiMleiilitg nieifs kleuH am! the areaef 
priifitalik clrvelo|«tieiili til fi ittitrvidmm degree, Alaska imggtis are tly s|M*eks 
eem|siri*d with tliegnlilnt i4|hiII garnered frtim uibwelh on srurtnof farms In 
Allegiieiiy, <1ieiiytri*e ittn! Ciiiii|il4*nk'r* 'Fiilesof the pidroleiim neesiiw^s iiRf 
tttiil downs, mitlttini any rank of inidtiight wreds** tliiit savor of 


m 
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“something rotten in Denmark,” need no Klondyker’s inuiginuticm, measure- 
less as thcice-lloesof the Yukon, loawaken interest and hv wt^rthy iifattention. 

By the side of the romance, the pathos, the traj^edy and the startlini;* ima - 
dents of the oil-regions thirty years ago the gold-exeitenuaits California mid 
Australia and the diamond-fever of South Africa are tame and va|a<L 1‘rior 
to the oil-development settlers in the l>ack-tovvnshi|)s lives! very sparingly. 
Children grew up simple-minded and untutored. The sale of a pig or a calf 
or a turkey was an event looked forward to for montlis, Petroleum made not 
a few of these rustics wealthy, h'amilies tinit hail never seen ivn dollars sud- 
denly owned hundreds -of-thousands. LawU’Ss, rec'kless, wickeil et immunities 
sprang up. The close of the war Hooded the n/gion vvilli pa{H‘rHnirrency and 
bold adventurers. Lcadville or Cheyenne at its ^cenilh was a campaneetirig 
compared with Pithole, Petroleum Centre or Bahykm. IVIeji and wcanen of 
every degree of decency and degradatitm huddled ns i'losely as thcj |Hg»taik‘d 
Celestials in Chinatown. Millions of (UHIars wa-re hist in liogus stock cami* 
panics. American history records no other such era of riiitiam extravagance. 
The millionaire and the beggar of to-day might change |daceH toanorrow. 
Blind chance and consummate rascality were etiually potent. Of these centers 
of sin and speculation, strange transformations and wild excesses, scarc’ely a 
trace remains. Where hosts of fortune?-seekt»rs and devotees of pleasure stnive 
and struggled nothing is to be seen save the bare lmuisca|H% ii gnmlh of under- 
brush or a grassy field. Sodom wa.s not blotted out more completely than l*it- 
hole, the type of many oil-towns that liave been utterly exterminntecL 

North and west of the lower McEIhenny farm, at the bend In Oil Creek, 
lay John BenninghofiTs two big blocks of land, thrtnigh which Iknminghotl' Run 
flowed southward. Pioneer Run cro.ssed the north-east Cijrner of the |>ro|>erty, 
the greater part of which wa.s on the hills. Five acres on 1)11 Creek and the 
slopes on Pioneer Run were first developetl* lASises for a citshdionus and 
liberal royalty were gobbled greedily. Up Benningh<Hf Rtin iiml back of the 
hills operations spread. For one piece tif ground the owm*r declltied temiainf 
offers, because lie would not ix*rmit his potato-patch to be Iroddtai down I 
Some wells pumped and some flowed from twcntydlve tti thrce*hiiitdre<l barrels 
a day seven days in the week. William Jenkins, the lluldekoper Oil-Com- 
pany, the DeKalb Oil-Company and Edward Harkins had reguliir boninwas. 
The Lady lierman, which Robert I-Ierman had the |:K>!ite«ess to intme for liii 
wife, was a genuine beauty. The first well ever cased anti the firnl I'Miriip- 
station —it hoisted oil to Shaffer— were on the hillside at the ni«»uili of Ikamlng- 
hoff Run. The platoon of wells in the illustration iif that lotadily, iw they 
appeared in x866, includes these and a Idnt t>f the bant lieside the litinicHleiitl 
The busy scene— -pictured now for the first time— -was p!iiitogra|ibed willitn an 
hour of its obliteration. The artist had not finished |mcking liis outfit wlieii 
lightning struck one of the derricks and a disastrmw fire swept the bill m tiare 
as Old Mother Hubbard's cupboard 1 Wealth delwgrtl the llirilly kiiddiolder, 
oil converting his broad acres into a veritable Golctmdfi. He iiwoke one iiiorie 
ing to find himself rich. He was awakened one niglit find liiiiwtdf IkttitHW, 
the newspapers devoting whole pageij--under **Hcare4tea<k** lo the tiiipre* 
tending farmer in the southern -end of Cherrytr^. ** Atitl tlierrby tiaiigs a taiiid’ 
Suspicious of banks, Bennlnghoff stored hl» mmuj nt litiiiie, Piirrltii^iiig a 
cheap safe, he placed it in a comer of the iitting-room mitl ulirkf-d It with it half* 
million dollars in gold and greenbacks I Cautitnin friwwk warned liltn to It© 
careful, lest thieves might “break through and ilciil** Jainw Steger* of Hae- 
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j;t»rt(>vvn, u haiulstmu’, pojmlar young ft'llow, who sonuHimcs played cards, heard 
of the treasure in the lliuisy rtreptaele. Ixdonged to a respeclahk^ 

family attcl had lieeii a itierehant at Meadville. Napoleon melted silver statues 
<»f the apostles to put the pnaatais metal in circulation and Saeger coiu'luded to 
give Itenninghoff’s pile an airing. I le spoke to (*#eorge Miller of the case with 
whicii tlu? safe could iHUTacktsluml engaged two Baltimore, burglars, McDonald 
and Idliott, to manage the jol). Jacob Shoppert, of Saegertown, and Henry 
(»eiger. who worked for Benninghoff and slept in the house, were enlisted, 
'rhe deed, planned with extreme care not to miss fire, was fixed for a night 
wlten jt)Hc?ph Beitnittghotr, the son, was to attend a dance. 

On Thursday eveming, January Hixteenth, i86S, Saeger, Shoppert, McDonald 
and Mllkitt left Saegertown in a Iwo-horse sleigh for Ikdroleum Centre, twenty- 
nine miles distiint. At mitlnight they knocked at Benninghoirs door. (}eiger 
an.Hwered the rap and m\H tpiickly gagged, said to be as arranged previously. 
J(ihit Benningludf, Ins wife and daughter were hound and the experts proceeded 
to structure was soon ransacked. The marauders 

hundled up their iKHJty, sampled Mrs. Betininghoffs pies, drank a gallon of 
milk and departed at their leisure, leaving the inmates of the house securely 
tied. Jose|)li returned in an hour or two and relieved the prisoners front their 
unpleasant predicament, An examination of the safe showed that two-hundred- 
and-sixty-rtvedhousand dollars had been taken 1 The bulk of this was in gold. 
A package t^f tw<j-hundred»thou.sand dollars, in large bills, done up in a Itrown 
paper, tlte loottjrs ftasHed unnoticed 1 The alarm was given, the wires flashed 
the news everywhere and the {tress teemed with sensational reports, By noon 
on h'riday the oibregictns had been set agog and people all over the United 
States were talking of “tlie Clreat Btfimhighoff Robbery." 

Haegar and his pals drovedtack and stopited at Louis Warlde’s hotel to 
divide tlu? spoils. McDonald, Elliott and Saeger took tlie lion’s sliare, Cfciger 
and Shopjtert received sntaller sums and VVarlde accepted thirteen-hundred 
dollars ihf Ids silence. The Baltimore toughs lingered in the neighborhood a 
week and then souglU tlie wintry climate of Canada, Saeger staying tiround 
luane. Intense excitement prevailed. Hundreds of detectives, eager to gain 
reputation and the reward of ten-thousand dt)llars, spun theories and looked 
wise. Ex-Chlebtif-Bolice Hague, of Pittsburg, was especially alert, h’or three 
montliH the search was vain, (fcorge Miller, whom McDonald wished to put 
m\t of the road **to kee|» his mouth shut," in a quarrel with Saeger over a 
giime t>f cards, blurted out ; "I know about the BenninghofT robbery ! ’ * Saeger 
tKic'ified Miller with n thousand dollars, which the latter scattered quickly. 
Jacob Shoppert was his Ishui companion and the pair spent money at a rate 
that cauHcd uftic*ers tt> shadt»w them. Shopjmrt visited a town on the edge of 
< Hilo and was arrestt*d. Calling f<ir a {len and patHir, he wrote to Louis Warlde, 
the Saegerttm^n hotebkeeper, reproaching him fur not sending money. Tlie 
Jailer hantled the deU*ctlveH the letter, on the strength of which Warlde, who 
had Hlarted a brt*wery In Ohio, and Miller were arrested. The three were con- 
vlftt‘d and m*titent*ed to a Hlmrt term in the penitentiary. Geiger’s complicity 
in the plot f‘ould not he jiroved beyond ii doubt and he was acquitted. Officer 
Hague f^aptured MtHlonald and E:illott in Toronto, but Canadian lawyers picked 
Haws In the papers and they could not be extradited. Escaping to Europe, 
tht*y wiTc heard of tm more. Saeger, who had not been suspected until after 
his dtjMtriure, went west and was lost sight of for many a day. 

Three ymm later a noted cattle king of the Texas 'Colorado- trail entered a 
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saloon in Dernier to treat a party of friends. Tlic l)ar tender, (his. 1 ‘eiflee, 
formerly of Meaclville, recogni/.ed the customer as ‘'Jinn** Saegt r, lie tele- 
graphed east and Cliief-of-rolice Rouse, of 'ritusvilie, posted t»fr to Denver 
with Joseph UenninghoO’. They secured extradition-iKipers and arrested Hae|^ta\ 
who coolly remarked ; “ You'll be a devilish sight older before yon see me to 

Pennsylvania.” Their lawyers informed them that a hundred of Saeger’s cow- 
boys were in the city — reckless, lawle.ss fellows, certain tt» kill whoever 
attempted to take him away. Rouse and Ikaminghoff tlro|>ped the matter ami 
returned alone. Saeger is living in 'Fexas, pn)siH‘rous and respected. He is 
jiLst in his dealings, a bountiful giver, and nt»i kmg ago sent five-thousand 
dollars to the widow of George Miller. I'erimps he may yt*t turn up in Wash 
ingtou as Congressman or United-States Senator. This is thf sltiry «»f a robbery 
that attracted more attention tlian the first woman in l>loomtTs. 

John Benninghofr was born in Lehigh ctnmty, where his unceslers Wi*rt* 
among the first (rerman immigrants, on Christmas Day, iHm. I Its father, 
Frederick Benninghoff, settled near New Berlin, Unitin ctninty, In Jolm's !>oy“ 
hood. There the sou married F.lizabeth Heise In 1825 and in 1H28 UjciUetl on a 
farm near Oldtown, Clearfield county. I'hence lu? removed to Venango <*ounty ♦ 
living close to Cherrytree village four years. In 1836 he bought a piece of land 
on the south border of Cherrytree township, near wliat was to become Fetne 
leuni Centre. He added to his purchase us his means |H;rmitted, until he owned 
about three-hundred acres, with solid buildings and moilern ImprovemtsUs. 
He was in easy circumstances prior to tlie oil-<ievelopments that enriched him. 
Contrary to the general opinion, the robliery did nut impoverlsli litm, ns om*- 
half the money was untouduxl. His twelve children— eight Iniys and four girls 
— grew up and eiglit are still living. Selling his farms in Venango, In* rtanoved 
to Greenville, Mercer county, in the spring of t86H and diet! in Man*h, 1HH2. 
At his death he had sixty-one grandchildren and fifteen great granddnldren. 
He left his family a large estate. The Benninghoff farms, so far as oil is l ori” 
cerned, are utterly deserted. 

West and north of Benninghoff were tlu‘ farms of John and R. Stevenson. 
On the former, extending south to Oil Creek, Reuben Painter, a live operattir, 
drilled a well in 1863. The contractor reporting it dry, Piiiuler moved the rnie 
chinery and .surrendered tlie lease. He and his brothers o|H*ritted pr«»fitnbly in 
ButUn** and McKean counties, Reiilien dying at Oleiin in 1892. In Noveiiiher of 
1864 the Ocean Oil-Company of Phlladelyihia bought John Stewiisoii's lands. 
The Ocean well liegan flowing at a .six-himdred-tiarrel pitci* on Septcttiber first* 
1865, with the Arctic a good second. Fifty others varied from fifty to twte 
hundred barrels. Thomas McCool Iniilt a refinery luwt tin* faini p4ihl the 
company about two-thousand percent ! The principal wells on h«»ih Hteviar 
son tracts clustered far above the flats, the derricks anti bulldiiigH reHeiiiblliig 
“a city set on a hill” Major Mills, justly proud of his King of llie 1 1 Ills, iin 
elegant producer, delighted to visit it with IiIh wife am! two young daughters, 
one of them now Mrs. John D. Archbold, of New York. Paiiilrr'H tiupponed 
dry-hole, drilled seventeen feet deeper, gushed furiously, pro\'iiig to hi* tin* best 
well in tlie collection ! Said the Ocean miimiger, ns he watched tin* tiily stream 
ascend higher 'n a steeple”: ** A million dolliirs wouldiPt tom It one aide of 
this property 1 ” Sinking a four-inch hole miventeeii f**cl farther w^owld lia%»e 
given Reuben Fainter this splendid return two yeara mrllcrl Ho itilssed ii 
million dollars by only seventeen feet I A Gettysburg soldier, from mJicwo iiirc 
a rifle-ball shaved a piece of cuticle the size of a piiPhriid, w^lltily iilmTveth 




*'l'hat shot canu* inighly ni*ar inissinj; nu* ! ” InviTlin^' this remark, Painter 
had cause to exclaim : “'Fhat million came mighty near hitting me ! ” 

" A luiHS is UB j^ood ix mile.” 

Various com|nmies bored three-hundred wells on Cherrytree Run and its 
tiny branches without jarririg the trade particularly. Ih'olific strikes on the 
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Niagara tratu, in the rear of the Fkmninghoflf lands, added to the wealth of 
Phillips Brothers. Kune City, two miles north of Rynd, raised Cain in mild 
style, “ wearing like leather.” Farther back I ). W. Kenney’s wells, lively as the 
Kilkenny cats, stirretl a current that wafted in AlemagooseUun City. Its 
unitiue name, the Inggest feature of the ** City,” was worked out by Kenney, a 
fun-loviitg genius, known far and wide as ” Mayor of Alemagooselum. ” I le and 
his wells and town luive long l>een ” out of .sight.” Kane City casts an attenu- 
ated shadow. 

Rev. William Ixlliott, who united in one package the fervor of Paul and the 
Huap of ICbene/.er Idllott, “the Corn-Law Rhymer,” lived and preached at Rynd. 
I ItMirgiin!/,iHl a Suiuliiy-Hc*luH>l in Kenney’s parish, which a devout settler under- 
took to suiHTintcnd. At the close of the regular service on the oiiening clay, 
Mr, Llliott asked the pious ruralist to ‘‘say a few words.” The goocl man, 
wisliing to clinch the lesHon~-about Mary Magdalctu— in the minds of the 
youngsterH, im|)lored thent to follow the cKumple of “Miss Magdolin.” The 
tilder brood tittered at this Hibernianism, the laugh swc-lled into a cloudburst. 
Mr. Mlliott nearly swallowed his pockctdiandkerchief trying to shut in his smiles 
and II new c]uery was horn, which had a long run. It was fired at every visitor 
to the settlement. Small boys hurled it at the defenceless superintendent, who 
resigned his joli and broke up the school 
the next Sunday, IVmsihy Br’er P^lHott, 
when usliered into Heaven, would not 
be « mt* whit surprised to liear some white- 
winged cheruh from Alemagooselum 
sing out : ” Say, do you know Miss Mag 
Dolin?” 

TIh* Hcanty herbage on the tail of the 
parson’s horse gave rise to endless sur- 
mwes. The atiitual stranck’d in a mud- 
hole and keeled over on hissitle. Four 
Htuftly felluw‘i tried to tKh him out. In 
his niLguided /eal one of the rescuers, 
ttetejng at the<‘amlal a ppmulage, pulled 
so liard that half the hair |mded off, 
leaving tht^ cleuuded nag a fitting mate 
for Tam i )’Shanittr’s taillesH Meg. 

A KitnieCity youngster prayed iaKiimy out thk rnKACMm’i morsk. 
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every morning unci night that u well her father was drilling would he a good one. 
It was a hopeless failure, finished the day before Christmas. 'I'he result di.s- 
turbed the child exceedingly. That night, as the loving m< .ther was iweparing 
her for bed, the little girl observed: "I dess it’s no use prayin’ till aft.T Kis- 
nias, ’cos God’s so busy helpin’ .Santa Claus He hasn't time for nobody else ! ” 


Cherry Run, once the ripest clierry in tiie orchiirtt, iiiid a mitwlhctory rnti, 
A spice of romance flavored its actual realities. Not twamilcHii|i tlirnfrcain 
William Reed, in 1863, drilled a dry-hole siicdmmlretl feet deep, iiiilei 

farther, in tlic vicinity of Idumer, a test well wm sunk «even 4 tiiiiclreil feet, with 
no better result. Wells near the mouth of the ritvlntt iirtMltiml very llithtly. 
Fifty-thousand dollars would have been an ejctreme price for nil the laiid from 
Rouseville to Flumer, the tasteful villapi Henry McCfditioitl iiatiirfl in Innior of 
Arnold Plumer. In May of 1864 Taylor & Eockmdl ii fre^ilt vein tin the 

ran. At two-hundred feet their well threw oil above the derrit 4 and flu wed 
sixty barrels a day regrularly. Operators reversed their tipinion of the t#!frllory. 
To the surprise of his acquaintancei, who deemed him deineiitwl, lieetl started 
another well four rods below his failure of the previous y«»iir. It wm on the 
right bank of tha ran, on a ive-acre patch bought from Jiiliii Ryiitl lii i8lit by 
Thomas Duff, who sold two acres to Robert CrkwelL Reed wat not over- 
stocked with cash and Criswell joined forces with him to sink the mvond well 
L N. Fraser took one-third Interest. At th© profier depth the mitlofik wm 
gloomy. Th© sand aprieared rood, but days of pwiiipiiir idled to brinr oil 
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Ou July eighteenth, 1H64, the well comment'ed ilowitig three-hundred barrels a 
day, holdiuK out at this rate for months. Criswell realized thirty-thousand dol- 
lars from his sluire of tiie oil and then sold his one-fourth interest in the land 
and well for twtehundred-and-eighty-thousand to the Mingo Oil-Company. He 
operated in the Butler field, lived at Monterey, removed to Ohio and died near 
Cincinnati. One son, David S,, a well-known producer, resides at Oil City; 
another, Robert W., is on the editorial staff of a New-York daily. Frazer sold 
for one-lumdred-thousand tlollars and next loomed up as **the discoverer of 
Idthole.** Reed sold to Bishop Bissell for two-himdred-thousand dollars, 
after pocketing si*venty-flve»thousand from oil. Coming to Venango county 
with Fretleric I^rentice in 1859, he drilled wells by contract, sometimes “a solid 
Muldoon ” attd sometimes ‘ * a broken Reed. ” I Ic returned east— his birthplace 
—with the i>roceetlH of the world-famed well bearing his name. An idea haunted 
him that Captain Kidd's treasure was buried at a certain part of tlie Atlantic 
coast. He boarded at a house on the shore and hunted land and sea for the 
hidden deixislt. He would dig in the sand, sail out some distance and peer into 
the water. One day he went off in his skitl, a storm arose, the boat drifted 
away and that was the last ever seen of Williatn Reed. He was a liberal sup- 
porter of llie Uitited- Presbyterian church and his nearest relatives live in the 
vicinity of Pittsbtirg, 

llie Reed well put Cherry Run at the head of the procession. Within sixty 
days it enriched Rtxsl, Criswell and PYazer nearly seven-hundred-thousand dol- 
lars. llie new owners drilled three mcjre on the same acre, getting back every 
cent of their purchase-money and fifty per cent, extra for good measure. In 
other words, the fivo-iicre collection of rocks and stumps, witli eleven producing 
wells and one duster, harvested two-million dollars I Ttic Mountain well 
mounted liigli, tlie Phillips 8 c P^gbert was a fillip and the Wadswortli 8 c Wyn- 
koop rolled out oil in wads worth a wine-coop of gold-eagles. The fever to 
lease or buy a spot to plant a derrick burned fiercely. The race to gorge the 
ravine wnth rigs and drilling appliances would shut out Edgar Saltus in his 
“ ihice that Kills/' Hot>n tliree-hundred wells lined the flats and lofty banks 
guarding tlie purling streamlet. Clanking tt>ols, wheezy engines and creaking 
pumps assailed the ears. Smoke from a myriad stifl-coal fires attacked the eyes. 
An eiulkn4S cavalcade of wagons churned the soil into vidous batter. The activ- 
ities of the P'osRjr, McPBhenny, PAirrell, Davison and Tarr farms were condensed 
Into one surging, foaming caldron, quickening the pulse-beats and sending the 
brain nee-sawIng, 

AtTOHS tile run the Curtin Oil-Company farmed out forty acres. The Baker 
well, an October biscuit, flowed one-hundred barrels a day all the winter of 
and pumped nix years. Water, bane of fknnel-suits and uncased oil- 
wdlH, clduged it anti its neighbom. Hugh Cropsey, a New-York lawyer and last 
owner tif the well nearcHt the Baker, “ran engine," saved a trifle, pulled up 
stakes In 1869 and tried his luck at Fleasaiitville. Returning to Cherry Run, he 
rcHusidtattsl a welt on the hill and was suffocated by gas in a tank containing a 
few Invhm iif fresh crude. His heirs sold me the old well, which pumped nine 
inunthi without varying ten giilloni in any week and repaid twice its cost 
l?n«!hangfable m the laws the Mades and Persians, its production was the 
Hteadh^Ht In tin* chronicles of grease. One Saturday evening N, P. Stone, super- 
intendent of the St. NIdioliis Oil-Company, bought It from me at the original 
price. I lis m«»n U>ok charge of It at noon on Tuesday. At five o’clock the well 
ciult fortwer, " dead to skin 1 " Cleaning out, drilling deeper, c»ing, torpe- 
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doing and weeks of pumping ctuild mU ptnsn ule ii to %hi*d an*itli«T ilrtip uftnl 
or water. Tliis close shave was a small byiday in a rtMlislit* ciraiiia leefning 
with incidents far stranger than “'riu* Strange Adventiirrs of .IVIiss Ilrovvn.” 
B. H. Ilulsemam president of the St. Nicludas Oil-C'umpaity, was a wealthy 
ieather»merchant in Philadelphia. Hi* spent imteh at’ his time mi t lierry Run, 
lost heavily in speculations, entered the c»il«exchange and died at <lil (aty. 
Kind-hearted, sincere and un[>retending, his gimd mtmnhtmvM in a legacy to 
cherish lovingly. 

“ NiilhliiR in luH lilt’ . 

him Uktr ilit* imvimi it : lir tlirU 
Ah wlu» hutl Itfrii f4u«Ut'«l in hi » th .ilh. 

To throw away tho tiiiriit hr tHiorU 

As ’tworr 11 rurrlrn?* trillr 

Two-himdred yards al)ove the Baker it hnlf'-doisen welfserowch’^d iipcm a half* 
acre. True to its title, the Vampire sucked the life-htiitHl from its pal utitl pro* 
duced bounteously. The Munsoig owned by the first sarrlfi«*e to filtrceglyceririe, 
sustained the credit of its environment. The Wade was the Htiiriic*rftirmer of 
the group. James Wade, an Ohio teamster, eariicti money hauling oil Ctin» 
eluding to wad© in, he secured a bantam lease anil engiigetl Thomas Donnelly 
to drill a well. It surpassed the Reed, flowing fourdnindreil liarreln a day at the 
start. Frank Allen, agent of a gilt»edged NewATirk compfiny, rtKle from Oil 
City to see a well described to him ns livelier than chasing a greased pig at a 
county-fair,*^ liis exalted conceptions of i>etrolewm lHdili*?d the re|>reHeiit;Uiv© 
of a company capitalked at three-millions, in which August Helnitint, Russell 
Sage and William B. Astor were said to \m slockholdcri. Hie fuming, gassing 
stream of oil suited him to a t ** Pll give you liiris^iiuncIred-llHiiwand ilollarH 
for it,” he .said to Wade, whom the offer well-nigh pafidyiesl. The two men 
went into the grocery close by, Wmle signed ii iraiisfer of the well iinil Allen 
handed him a New- York draft The happiest being in the iiack, Wiidn |>acked 
his carpet-bag, hitched his liorsits to the wagon, biide the lioys giMabbye and 
drove to Oil City to get the jiajier cashed. Ho wore greasy clodics imd did not 
wear the air of a millionaire. ” Is Mr. Bennett In ho asked it clerk iil the bank, 
“ Naw ; what do you want?” was the reply. ** I wiint a draft cashetL” 
you do, eh? I guess I can cash it 1” Hio dork*s hiiughly dmir.iiuir felt litduw 
;^ero upon beholding the draft. Ho invited Wado to be si**tled. Mr. ikuwictl, 
the urbane cashier, returned In a few moments. Tim biitik liadiPt iialf llic cur* 
tency to meet the demand on the instant. Wiido left tllrrrikiiw to forw^aid the 
money to his home in Ohio, where he and his fiiitliftil steeds litiidcd twodayH 
later. He bought fm© farms for his brothers and himself, invested t wi »'lmiHireib 
thousand dollars in government-bonds iind wisely ei^iiyed, iimkl file pearcftil 
scenes of agricultural life, the fruits of his first fiiid last oibvetiliiic, have 
been as sensible, for the petroleum-coast Is encrusted fiiiaiicial wrecks-'’ 
vast fortunes amassed only to Im lost on the iJcrilous swi of Tin? 

world has heard of the/m« in the lottery of till, ivlillc tin? inifoki 

more numerous—aro glossed over by the glamour tif the Hlicriiiiiii, Empire, 
Noble, Phillips, Reed and other welli, ”fiimllkr fiilniiiiitdtokl 

Thomas Johnson, of Oil City, held one-eighth of the Curllit {iitt^rcfit iisid 
Patrick Johnson had a bevy of piitridan wells at llitf liitiiiiiiit <il flic lallr^l bill 
in the valley. The curtain has Imm rung down, the lights itrc util* ilio plfivt*r»^ 
have dispersed and none can hint of Mwdi Tin* f 4 iftt of hhtv 

acres adjacent to the Curtin and th© Criswdl nook i f ittitilion MrCIliitni^k tiinhtl 
to Daniel Smith In 1S5S for 11 yoke of oxen. Bnilili sold It In lor fiw-liiiii* 
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c!n*tl cliilliira ittiil Hank ihv in 11 tlry-lmlr un ( HI I*. I*. Conuni aiul 

Hniry I lii'nrn llii* fariii In iH6^ H»r ivvvmy-tivt’Humclrfc! clnllars, clearing’ 

twii-millknw fr««n llif invt-iiintait, ('tjnu-n Hnrvenl uh SlaU*»Si*nati)r in Conmrti- 
t III ninl in | Uh mmsupvrniv 

ill Wiirrm i nunty and dnwn tim Allt* 
ghiiiy, Mr. fka’r.n, who mHtled at 
M«'t 1liiliK"kvi!k% for thirty yvarn has 
hvvn iiroinitimt in biminenH and poli 
til H. Hn wiiH a Calildnua argonaut, 
thrro yrai’H hi Hitn hVanrisfo, 
bnlll tlui firnt houHe In that rity athn 
first groat firo and rovlmiod tin* 
liiist to marry “thn girl Ini Irft holtind 
him** In ia| 9 , Thi? Vankm woU. nr- 
ralie m Goorgo FrniidH 'rrain. was tlu* 
lirsi glory rrf ttm Smith trart. Thn 
RrrrI cittiied it msh for ono-imra 
tt foil r4hoii«tml*t,lol lit rn lionmi itmi half the oil Pinking up gold-dc>Iliirs at 
every atop would have breii \mn Inrrative, Thti welln wt?re stayers and Daniel 
Smith w^iimtot **ti Diiiikl eotmi to Judgment** in his estimate of the farm lie 
Imphirnd |, W. Sherman to buy for twodnindrecbambfifty dollars. 

Cornrn ft Unnrs first Iniisetl 11 hidPdmetm plots si jc riH,km|uani at onedialf 
royalty, Tivo Nrw4yiglanilt?m iwd Cynti A. Corrien, mm of Peter lA Cornen 
and linpliifw of Mr. liners^ drilled tlm first well, tlie i,|iiet?r Yankee. Some gas 
ami no oil lonkeci proiiiking for a drydmle, but the ownei^ put in small tubing 
and pum|if»il it pliimp day. Hiey derided to draw the tubing, ineddmg higher 
and try It oiM*if more h*r lurk. The tubing hud la*en ntlsed only a foot wlien 
the well flowed * * like Mount Vesuvius spilling lava, * * The flow lasted five min- 
utes, ili>|»|M?d Iweiily, lltiwerl live more* stopptsi twenty and keirt up this pro- 
frnrn reguliirly lwriity*oiie moiithi. Sixty barmls a day was the averiigo yield 
nioi'itli lifter iiioiitli, until one tiny the Yankeo ronrluded to retire from active 
duly. If iirli of Im prodiirl sold itt ten to thlrtis»n dollars n luirrel, enriching nil 
coiireriied, Hiti Yiinktie latortied the rrtiih for and was idtogetlier a 
t«‘rii|itltig pititii. The Aiituirii, thu second well on the Smith farm, wiii a gocKl 
srroiiti to iht 2 Yiiiikee, the Ctroiiilger and Catiariuigus traveled in the oiie-hun- 
thetlHiiitl lift ydtiirrrir hiss, wltllo the Watkins toed lint two-hundred mark, with 
llie A.t/lit mid 17y cltaslng ll closely. 

S* S. Watkins, wlnidlisl at St Paul In the fall of iUfA was given a lot for 
a grorrry, wltli the privilege of sinking one well for half the oil He openrtl 
the lion* and ia*ld the oiPriglit to Wndis flrothers for twenty»five4m«drrd dol- 
tiirs* llte W.ifirs siihl oiie^dghlli of the work Ingdntereiit to the Plllsbiirg Pe- 
Irolraiiti lAmipaiiy, irml the prtswdi to drill the hob iimi stuck the tools In the 
third iiiiiil The; lookoiil for 11 pitying itriku was e^cmllngly |K>or, tint Jiitiies 
Wilde Itrltl 4iit *iiid liiticd the Well idaivu tim tcitils. It tlowi*d ihrre-liitucired 
harrris a day atitl Wade sold his sevemelglilhs to Frank Allen, who ollcrcd the 
Pitt^biirg PrtrolriiiioCoiiipaiiy ii?vcitty*i%»t4housiind dollars for its eighth. 
Wltcit tli« Winlo drriliird tii fifty httrrcls tito aaitpimy pulled the tu!»irig, moved 
iliit del tick tiiii^o fret mid tirilled anolhur, with tm IsUter rcHutl. Tlterrsi|Kitt 
tliii W'adp wm uhimluiml, iiCicr liiiving nutted the Orcaidiepiibllc OihCompiiny 
II dead toss. In Cornell M& Ilrcm orgitnlAcd tho Cherry- 

Valby 01l»Ciitti|«iiiy, iiohl twelve or fifteen leases mul pul down itll the other 
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wells tlieiTiselves. 'Hie iniilnership tlissolvetl in 1876, Mr. ilens luaitUaiiiing 
the farm and Mr. Cornea dyinj*: at his t ‘oinunait tn Imnir in l‘he Smith 

rated among- the best proinalies in the region and it still rewards its ldriunat<* 
owner with a nioderatt^ produrtiiun although merely a sliatlow of its former 
greatness. 

Blacklegs, thieves and murderers ran little risk <»f punishment in tlie early 
days of oil-developments, unless tliey het*ame unusually tibHtre|H‘riHis and were 
brought to a period with a shot gun. ScoundretH lay in wait ftkr viettnis at 
every turn and stories of their misdeeds cottid he tc»ld liy the hundred, Tlte 
McFate farm was one of the first on C'herry Rim to I w sold nt a fancy pric“e. 
S. J. McFate, one of the brothers owniitg ihi? |>roperty, two weeks after the 
sale in 1862, walked down to Oil City to draw several tlumsand dtdlurs from the 
bank. He displayed the money freely and left for liorne late at night. I'he 
road was dark and lonely and next morning, in a ciuinp of bushes 11 mile a!>ove 
Oil City, his lifeless body was discovered. A ghastly wtnind In the liead and 
the absence of the money explained the tragedy and the inotive. No clue to 
the murderer was ever found, although stjumlsol detistlves worked on the 
case ’’and queer fictions regarding tlie mysterious assassin were printed in 
many newspapers. 

Queerly enough, the farms above the Smith were failures. Hundreds of 
wells clear up to Plumer never paid the expense of recording the leases. The 
territory was a roast for scores of Ktock-compiuueH. Ikdow llnmc^r 11 mile Brims 
Sc Ludovici, of New York, built the HumlKildt Refinery In Money was 

lavished on palatial quarters fur the managers, enclosed grounds, cut-stone 
walls, a pipe-line to Tarr Farm and tlie largest refining rtipiidty in America. 
Inconvenient location and improved methods of c<imiietllors forted the Hum- 
boldt to retire. Part of the machinery was removed, the Hlrucfurt^s crumbled 
and some of the dressed stone forms the foundations of the Nalltmal Transit 


Building at Oil City. Plumer, which had a grisbmill, Htore, blitckHmith-shop 
and tavern in 1840 and four-thousand |>opuliitlon in iW»6, Is quiet m its briar- 
grown graveyard. The Brevoort OtbCompany, Murriiy Fiiwcell and John P, 
Zane raked in shekels on Minxly Run, wliich emplled Inhi Cherry Run n half- 
mile south-west of the Reed well. Zane, whole-souled, remilute ancl manly, 
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oiierated in tlie northern disirirt iind died at tlrncl" 
ford in 1B94, A **forty-n!iierC’ he !4i|i|H.irtcd Jcfliti 
W. Geary for ^^layor i.if Him iTanclscti, biilll street- 
railways ami worked golibinines In C j.illfortilit. I le 
wrote on finance mid fielroleiiiti, lialed seltkhiieiiH 
and stcKid firmly tm the plathirm liiid dowii iti tin* 
lieatltudes by the Man of Ckilllee. 

** Ttu? i»wl ilif-* 

And th^y wIhwi* hf'itrii me dry «ii •iifiittipr»*ltthi 

Uuni to the stM’kelC’ 

In the winter of tif 

Clinton township, sohl n horw to lb Riwpji, win* 
owned a farm, **l.M?twecii lliiitirr ami tlif? ittotifli 
of Oil Creek,’* that exlemlcil ittrtm ilierty Run 
some distance above the Sitiiili patrii, Phipps fol- 
lowed up the homesalt? by pityliig Riiapp twenty- 
five dollars and one-elgiiilt tin* oil lor oiienrrcof 


his land. He took A, Lowry for a partner, and seiil his son, Porter Plii|i|», ititd 
John Haas, a German blacksmith, to ♦* kick down 11 wril i taiw roiintriirted 


/VfAVAV/ A 7/7 iN/khUiS. 


167 

iiSft of fiKilt iltr au^ui Hirm \va‘ituu-“in< h irt»n liunln/r foi a shanty aiul 

thr riR was cltawn IlutMi's Mill un I’ilhtih* (‘rt-c-k and a f(nlvd<H»t luan 

liH'k Hvrwil as a s}iiinKi»ulf. I trillinK hr^au in April uf iH(m at llu* lirst wnll 
nn tin* bank til C hi*rr y Kntt I’hipps vvuithl tsu ry llit* Iht ur tht* raaincr 

daily i»n his stiiiuliii’i" tti fit' tlrfnsfti at a blatiisjnillnshnp nn HaniilUm MfClin- 
tock's larnn 'Hm wtitk iiatl rtnuinurtl thrrt’ nu»nlltH, whrn oiu* tlay thn ttnils 
strut'k a rTrvka* at a Inniilml frrt, it gurgling Htnind grtaind tin- rurs th* thn fx» 
piM'tant drillri'H aiul ihvy awaitril thr Iluvv, SulplnirnvattT, iH»t oik was llu* 
tjutfoim’ aftt! iho wrll was ahittultausk Kt»hrrt Plu|»pH *' oxi-ltangrtl mortality 
lur Iilt’’‘ at a ripr old agis His pitrontH Holtlrd in Vrnitngo rtainty ii rt-ntury 
agii aiul itu.’ lainily Itan idways Insat luitrti f«»r tniflUgfucn and |m*grfS“ 

iiivc*iu-sH. Purtnr Ilnpim, kniiwn I’vt’rywhtTf its ’Scjuirt*, was rt-amd tai tlu* fartn, 
hat! hiH initial liiHHlr with oil-wrlls in iHtii* anul o|H.n’aU*d at Bullum and in BulItT 
county. Ilf is Virf“pft*Hidftit t»f tin* Muiiruf oihHonipuny and niakt‘H Pitts- 
burg his lifathiuasifrH, 

Two miles easi uf MillerHAirtn Hlnlion, t»n the eighty-acre tract of Oliver 
Stowell, the Olicrry Hun Petr*»li*tuii4a»m|muy fniwinu! a well lit February of 
iMdh It wan elglilduiUitrtHl feet deep, tlrilled through tlio glxth sand and 
pumped oneditiiulrerl liiirrelii a thty. ’l'*he eortifiany operated »yst©mi 4 ticidly, 
using heavy tools, tall derricks and large casing. It was managed by Dr. G, 
Shami'Htrgi a man of cltaracier and ability, who 
studied die Hiritta carefully and gathered imiHi 
viihii'ible ditlii. Hiesecoml well etjuiitled No. 1 
in prcHltwilveiiesi4 im«l lottgeviiy, lioth kisting 
for years. |. II. Flnk‘H, a July posy of iwoditm« 
dred liarreN, was die diirtl. 11ie grand rtinh 
lufgan In Dt*i.‘eitilier, iHfi;, the bVe and Jitt'k 
Brown wells, on tlie AlkiiiHon fanii, llowitig fmir- 
hundred barreln itpiere. A lively eligibl>' 
lociited in 11 tle|ireHsIon iif the lalile^hunlH, was 
properly named Shanihurgi m a coni|diment to 
the genial diwlor, Tlif^ 1 alhtian, iUmn, Atklir-' 
son and Htowell farint* wlt*Hi|ied up the pOHlne'* 
titiii to diretf-dtoteaintl tiiirrels. Frank W. imd 
W* C, Andrews, Lymiiii mid Mllltm Htewiirt, 

W, Irvin itiid bk L. Ilackiw hint Imnght 
joliti R. TiiliitiiiiPs iitie»litiiidred acres in 

first vrell la^gaii producing In Heptenther, anti In 1 S 6 II they twld two* 
Ituuilred itiotisaiu I barrels i-dl for nearly dglitdnindreddhtaiHancl dtilkirs t A. 
If, lirtaeiiiii - dalght. aletl. keen in iHwInesnittid fMiptiliir in midety-*|»itkl twenty- 
tivf* tlioiisiiiiil for dir Clwrles Clark farm, a mile iiorlleeitsb His first well— 
three iiniidtetl biiirtd’^ • ’pa It I ft»r llie firtiimrty anti ItHelf in slidy days. Operie 
tioiw lit tile Hltaiiilairg ptiol were jilmtwl tnvnriiibly imilititble nnd hiiiickome 
ftirttiite^ wi^re rrali/ed. A pectiliarlty wm the itresence ttf green iirid black oils, 
II line Oft die eastern part tif die Cherry-Kun Compiiriy*s liiiid defining them 
Hliarply. gravity atitl generid pro|a?nies were Idenliciil iiml die blitttk color 

was iiltfibiitfal to ovli In of Iftin in the rw*k. Dr. Stiaiiilnirg: died itt 11lii»ville nnd 
the tiiwii lie Ibiiiided h taking a |'ier|H*twal vaeiiilom 

Carl Wairhirlli* li getiliiH well known in early days m oiit^ of die owners of 
the Hlory fiiriii, »lart**d a **lowtC* in the wtaak two miles iibtive Hhamburg. 
The **towiC* rollafimsb Wiigeforth clung to liN store a siitmin itiid tnrnetl 
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up in Texas as the foiuuler of a (ierman eolony. lieseeurec! a riaitu in the 
Lone-Star State about thriee the size of khotie Islantl, settlrtl it with tluifty ino 
migrants from the “ FaderlantI " ami bagged a bushel of tlurats. Heinadt'and 
lost fortunes in oil aitd croultl no more be ke|>t from breaking out <K*eu,sionalIy 
than measles or small-pox. 

East of Petroleum Centre three miles, on the hank of a pellucid stream, 
John E. McLaughlin drilled a well in 1868 that flowed fourteendumdred barrels. 
The sand was coarse, the oil dark and the magnitude of the strike a surprise 
equal to the answer of the dying sinner who, asked l»y tin* minister if he wasn’t 
afraid to meet an angry God, unexpectedly replied : “ Not a Int ; it’s tlie other 

chap Pm afraid of T* Excepting the half-dozen mastodons on Oil Creek, the 
McLaughlin was the biggest well in the business up to that date. Wide-awake 
operators struck a bee-line for leases. A town was floated in two weeks, a 
Pithole grocer erecting the first building and labeling the place **Ciish-Up'’ as 
a gentle hint to patrons not to let their accounts get musty with age. The 
name fitted the town, which a twelvemonth sufficed to s|»onge off the slate. 
Small wells and dry-holes ruled the roost, even thwe nudging ‘*lhe big *un’^ 
missing the pay-streak. The McLaughlin— a <kx:ided fmiik— ilecllried gradually 
and pumped seven years, having the reservoir all to itstdf. Located ten rods 
away in any direction, it would have been a duster and Cash*Up would not have 
existed I A hundred surrounding It did not ciish-up the outlay for drilling. 
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Attracted by the quality of the soil and the Imuty «>f the lot»tioii — iix-liun»* 
dred feet above the level of Oil Creek and abundantly watea^tf— in 1810 Abra- 
ham Lovell forsook his New York farm to settle in Allegheny lowiinhip, hIx 
miles east by south of Titusville. Aaron Benedict iind Aiisiliti Merrick traine 
in 1821. Joto Brown, the first merchant, OfMined it »tore iti t«B. A |Hgiery, 
tannery, ashery, store and shops fommd the nucleus itf 11 vHlige. orgitnized in 
1850 as the borough of PktsantviUe. Three wells on the oiitskirtu of town, 
bored in 1865-6, produced a trifling amount of oil. Uiie In ilie foil of 18S7 
Abram James, m ardent spiritualkt, was driving from Plllioleto Tilimvllk* with 
three friends. A mil© south of Pleanantvilk hl» ** spirit •giiidt? anwiinetl coiUrot 
of Mr. Jamm and humped him over the fence into a field on tlie Williiitti Porter 
farm, Powerless to resiit, the subject wm hurried to tin* itorilimi end of flic 
field, contorted violently, jerked through a ipecki of ** courlire' t^mitdiee diiiti^if ' 
and pitched to th© ground 1 He marked the i|iot with his llitger, iliniit a |>efiiiy 
into the dirt and fell back pale and rigid. Restored t<i aifiMcioiifUtrss, lie told 
his astonished companions It had Imm revealed to him tiiiii siriMiiw of' oil lay 
beneath and extended several miles In a certain cllrertli»in Ihilliiig no follh in 
** spirits not amenable to flasks, they listened litcrtditlowdy sitid rwwtiicd tlielr 
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juurtifV. }.uut-i a lu»rru\vt*«l ituiiu^v tlu' “ spint-i^uidf ” 

i'ursunh ra*Ji iittd |•I4Utrd a tlrrrirk whrrt- ht* had planlrd tlu* 
piaiuy. nn l*‘rliryiiry IwrlUh, at riHhtdumtlrt'dainddiltydiH't, tlu* Ilar- 

nunuiil Wt‘11 Nik i fniitipril MiH^ huiulrtah-aiifidhirty han'fls ! 

TI16 tiMiia! liurlydiurlv falhiwial Ptmph* whu vuUh] tlu* Jutiu‘s adventure a 
flnh^stiuy wrillual luul twktrd to drill near the spirited ilarnunuiil New 
gtrikfH iiirrras€'d itie hnldath and rHiahlistual the sure tptality t»f tlu* terriUjry. 
Sia>reH uf wells w’err stink »»ii the rnrier, llrown, Tyrell, Beebe, Duithain and 
other farms fur milel». Prieen uf siipplieH ativimeeil and inaeliine-shnps in the 
oil-regh»«H ran night iiiul day tu meet urders, Laiul Held at hve-hundred to 
fivedhtiimand tiullarfi aii arre, t»ften eliangiiig Immls three er four limes u day. 
Interests in wrlln going down fotnul willing intrrhitHerH. Strangers crowded 
PleaHantvIlle, wlnrh trelded Its |io|Hilatttin and InhklingH during the year. It 
wiiHaseetind etlltion of ritliolt% mildly Hubdued and tllvested c»f frothy sensa- 
tionidisiTL If giganlit:: gutdiers tfitl not da/^hu drydtoles did not dist'otiruge. 
If nolHidy denrtal a million dollars at u dip, nobody deared out to avoid ered» 
itorH. Nobody ha<i to loaf amt irnst to Provideiu'e for daily bread. IVovidenct* 
wnsidl rtimilng a bakery for the betidtt of idlers and work was I'dentifnl at 
PleaHitntvUle. Tlsr^ priMliiriisiii reiirhed three»thotmand barrels in the summer 
of c,lro|ijilng to lifleendiiindrtui in 1H70, 11iree banks |iroi|HTtsi and im- 
fKMing tiriekdilorks sma^rediul tinsnlmtiintial frames. Fresh pastures invited 
the flouting iiiass to Clarion, Ariiistrimg iind Bwiler. Small wells were abim™ 
dcmecli imidiltiery was Hlil|r|ied soiitliwiird imd tlie pretty village moved hiiek- 
ward friireftilly. lleiimyiHdlle had ‘‘mitridred up the hill and then miirdutd 
down iigiiiir/* 


Aliriiiii James* a man t.»f tine iniellert, nervotis temperament and lofty prin« 
cipte, lived iit Plrasatitville a year, lie ltH*aled a dti«*n paying wells in other 
sec!tloris, ntuh^r the iitfliiraire of his **Hpiril*giikle/' 11ie Hiirmonlitl was his 
greatest hit, lirlngliig him weitlllt nttcl distinetkm. Itis worst break—a dry- ’ 
lu'ile on the Clarion river elglileeiiduinc.lred fiml cl*itp-*e<»st him slx-thousimd 


dtilliirs lit 1 S 74 . Ntaie i|nestloitrtl his libsohile sin* 
ei*rily* iilthongli itiaiiy reieeted his thisirles of tim 
stua^riialnraL Wlieilitfr lie Is still In the flesh or liai 
beeoiiie a spirit li*i% not Isuai tiinnlfested to his old 
frieiuK III < Midi till. 

Saiiiiirl Slewiirt. #iii old reshleiil itttti pros|ii?r- 
oiiH laiiil owner, h a Iratling di^eit of C’lmrryirtm! 
Itiwtidiip. lie ttprraletl siii'reHsfiilly In Ids own 
iteiglibofluiful and uroiiiid l*leiisii«lvilb. Ilk ae* 
i|iiaiiilaiiee waili men iiiid ultidrs k ii«it surpassed in 
Vet wiigo toil lit y Hr N Italfdirollier of Mrs, Wib 
Ikiii 1 C Crawlord* id"afikliii. I.4yt«iiii itnd Milton 
Stemuib of Hiimilin have not stayed in thorenr. 
They drilltal hiiiidreds of wells In Pennsylvania tiid 
itivesif^d fibiaalli in t ^alildriilit territory, GimmI ftwn 



aiwl frill* are ilir from tn^giiiiihig to end. 




lleiMloi, III iti*^ palttiy era of fliii Hliiiitibiirg exeilettieiil 11 |ikit*e of iiiueJi 
Niiliiiiii k t»*ld riioiigfi to rlilll liny stray vkitor who ktuwv tliii ttiiiMlirociitt iit 
Iti waritit'si Windsor Brtrtliers, of Oil City— tliey built the Wliidior 

flits k -ilrtlioii a iiril lit i^siiliat dowtsi threedniiutred* and ditty bnrrtili. Oltiew 
followisl rapidly* llirkfsi to the newest mitre of iitirarlloii ttiicl a typicid 
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book-agents and medical fakiis no longer disturb its culiu sert^uity. Not a 
scrap of the tropical town has been visible for two decatles. 

Tip-Top filled a short engagement. Operations arotmd Shamlntrg and 
PleawSantville directed attention to the Captain Lyle and neighboring fornnij 
midway between these points. “Ned” Pitcher’s well^ tlrllled in jB66 on the 
Snedaker farm, east of Lyle, had started at eighty barrels iukI pumped twi*nty 
for two years. Pithole was bcH^ming and nolKidy thought of Ned’s pittdier 
until 1868, Many of the wells produced fairly, Imt the territory soon tli?prec*iated 
and the elevated town— aptly named by a poet with an i*ye to tlitHdernal fitness 
of things — lost its hold and glided down to nothingness, llie hundred-eyed 
Argus could not find a sliver that wamld prick 11 thumb t»r ti|> a top. 

Picking cherries was sometimes a mixed o|ieration In the land of grease. 
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OILY <)()ZIN(iS. 

Kerosene is ofttsi the last sc'ene. 

'flu* lathes— ( rod bless tlusu !—are nothing if not consistent— at times. It 
usetl to 1)0 a fad witli Bradford wives to keep a stutied owl in the parlor for 
ornament and a stuffed club in the hall for the niglit-owl’s benefit. 

Thts OU Cre^ak g'irls are the dandy girls, 

For their kins is most intense ; 

They^'ve got a grip like a rotarv-pump 
That will lift you over the fence. 

The steel of a rimmer was lost in a drilling well on Cherry Run. After 
fishing for it for a long time the well-owner, liecoming discouraged, offered a man 
one-thousand dollars to lake it out. He broomed the end of a tough block, 
ran it down the well attached to the tools and in ten minutes had the steel out. 

The woman who otigerly seianed the oil-can 
And to pour kerosene in the cook-stove began, 

Bo that neople for miles to quench the fire ran, 

While ine soar’d aloft like a flaih in the pan, 

Didn’t know it was loaded. 

At a drilling well near Rouseville the tools were lowered on Monday morn- 
ing and, after running a full screw, were dmwn minus the bit, with the stem- 
\k)X greatly enlarged. After fishing several days for it the drillers were greatly 
surprised to find the lost bit standing in the slack-tub. The tools had been 
lowered in the darkness witli no bit on. 

An Oil-City tramp on the pavement drear 
Saw iomething that seem’d to thine ; 

II@ pick’d It up ana gave a big dmer— 

’Twaa a nickel bright, the price of a beeiv- 
And ihouted **The world It mine I” 

WilUinn McClain, grandfather of Senator S. J. M. McCarrell, Harrisburg, 
once ownetl and occupied the Tarr farm, on Oil Creek. Fifty or more years 
ago he sold tlie tract to James Tarr for a rifie and an old gray horse named 
Diamond. McClain removed to Washington county and settled on a farm 
wliich hin son inherited and sold before oil was fi)und in the neighborhood, 
lake the Tarr farm on Oil Crt?ek, the McClain farm in Washington county 
proved a petroleum-bonnnza to the pundiasers. 

Hiiid a Himmburg young mtildcn ; “Ahw, Will, 

You conui every night, 

And talk tucii a tight, 

And burn wo much light. 

My papa declares you’re a i*m bIUI” 

All kinds of enginei, from, one to fifty h0r.se-power, were used on Oil Creek 
in tilt! sixties. The old “Fabem/’ with direct attachment, will recall many a 
brciiid frin. 11ie boys culled them Johns.** The Wallace-engine had 

!iemp*piic.*kifig on the piston, and the inside of the cylinder, rough as a ra.sp, 
soo-ii used it up and leaked iteam like a sieve. The Washington-engine was 
the first to come into gtmeral use. C. M. Farrar, of Farrar Ik Treft% whose 
boilers and engines have stood every test demanded by improvements in drill- 
ing, inatk the ciriiwing for the first locomotive-pattern boiler on a drilling well— 
a woiiilerful stride In advance of the old-time boiler. Trefts made the cast- 
inp ftir th© mglm that pumped the Drake well and was the first man, in com- 
pany with J. Wllkrd, to use ropes on Oil Creek in drilling. This was on the 
Foster farm, neiir the world-famed Empire well, in i860. Willard made the 
second mst of Jaw on the creek. Senator W. S. McMulkn was a stalwart bkek- 
sinltli, who »i.acle drllllng-took noted for their enduring quality. 
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IX 


A GOURD IN THE NIGHT. 

Thk Metkokic Crr¥ that Daz/.lkd Mankind— From Nothincj to Sixteen- 
Thousand Foitilatiqn in Three Months— Firbt Wells and Fabulous 
Pricks— Noted Organizations at Pitholk— A Foretaste of Mades- 

ICXCITKMKNT AND CoLLABHE— SPECULATION RUN WlLl)~DUPLICITY AND 
Dwappchntmknt— The Wilii Scramble for the Almighty Dollar. 


“ Thi^ nimi? m In a nlifet and piTlMhed In n nlglit.” ^Jonah h: w, 

“ Thu rtti th hiiih hwhbltw, as the water 
All things rise to IhU and flourish tn dtH.'aY.’‘«-».S‘a//«.$/. 

“ A lively tdafv in days td‘y»r©, but stmiethlng alls it 
“ Ah I wno shiiU lltt that wand t>f maRir tnmm’7 

“ Wealth flowini from w«hmI and stream and sail, 

Hie roek Rauretl forth Us amber all, 

And, la I a maRlt* city Mmdi *, 

“ It went up tiki! u ravkiT and eame dawn like ti stlek,"— Thomas Palm, 

Yet Ralde all is nat that ilath Rolden 

** Cat! It Iw that this !« all riTnaifm afllfe/*»-i?#7i/«. ^ . 

“ What it in to eat farhlddert fruit and find It a turnip I Amm AtmL 

** Old Rhln««teltP8 walla are erumhitil nawP’*— Amom, 

Far thl» will never bald water Cmp^r, 

*' Of the vatilihrxl drama na {mage was there X^tiP’^PPtlltam Afmru. 
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^ ■^rTL::^ ITHOLE, "the magic city,” hadlittlein 

• if \ its antecedents to betoken the meteoric 

j^Ojl i||^ I tise and fall of the most remarkable oil- 
II I |y y town that ever ** went up like a rocket 
I ‘‘Lwi****^ came down like a stick/* The 
I unpoetic name of Pithole Creek was 

applied to the stream which flows tlirough 
}^'^y Allegheny township and bounds Corn- 
* ' planter for several miles on the east It 

empties into the Allegheny River eight 
miles above Oil City and was first men- 
h{utwt by Rev. Alfred Brunson, an itin- 

nilRt^iTAN I emnt Methodist minister, in his‘' Western 

Pfn4tLe Pa, ^ Pioneer** !niBi9. Upheavals of rock left 

a series of deep pits or chaiins on the hills 
near tht! im uuh of tlut stream, Fmm the largest of these holes a current of warm 
air rein*ls leiiven or ph‘ces of paper. Snow melts anmnd the cavity, which is of 
unknown thpth, and the idr is a mephitic vaiKir or gas, A story is told of three 
hunltTs who, fniiling tlie stum melted on a midwinter day, determined to investi- 
gate. ( )m* of them swore it was an entrance to the infernal regions and that he 
intended tti wunn Iiimself. We sat on the edge of the hole, dangled his feet over 
the side, thanked the devil for the opportune heat, inhaled the gat and tumbled 
back instmslblo. Ills companions dragged him away and the investlgstion 
ended sumismrlly. Haven milm up the creek, in the no^rtheast comer of Com- 


l^twt frTkc ' 

f1«TRtotL»TAN H«rTteu, 

PfftitLC Pa, 
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WELL, cm HOLMPEN EAEM, f»miW,K, IN MAV, 

in the fall of 1B64. The primitive derrick mm reared In the wchmIs hehtw ihi* 
Holmden home. At six-hundred feet the “sixth sand generiilly called lliat 
at Pithole— was punctured. Ten feet farther the took proecitlcd, the drillers 
watching intently for signs of oil On January seventh, 1B65, the torrent br«»ke 
loose, the well flowing six-hundred-and-flfty barrels a day and rtasing llnidly on 
November tenth. A picture of the well, showing h>ai:rr with lik liac*k to the 
tree beside his horse and a group of visitors standing aroutid, was st^iatred In 
May, Kilgore & Keenank Twin wells, good for eight diiiiidreil harrek, were 
finished on January seventeenth and nineteenth. The iinfatliomiitile tiuicl and 
disastrous floods of that memorable season retarded the lirgirii from othtT sec- 
tions, only to intensify the excitement when It found vent, llimnin Fratht^r 
bought HolmdtnPs land for twenty«flve*thousand dollars mid dtvidcal the? flats 
and slopes into half*acre leases. The first of May witneHseil a witiall el«*arlng In 
the forest, with three oil-welk, one drilling-well and thrive Inntses m its mile 
evidences of human handiwork. 

Ninety days later the world heard with unfeigned sui|irlsif of n “city** of 


planter, Rev. Waller HohiKlen was a pioneer-settler. Cluiosing a tract of two- 
hundred acres, he built a log-house on the west bank of the tTt‘ek, ek‘ared a fc‘w 
acres, struggled with poverty and died in 1840. Mr, Holmden was a fervent 
Baptist preaclier. Thomas Holmden occupied the farm after the good old man’s 
decease, with the Copelands and Blac'kmers and James RooktT as neighbors. 
Developments had covered the farms from the Drake well to Oil City. OpiTa™ 
tors ventured up the ravines, a.scended the hills and began to take chances mile.H 
from either side of Oil Creek. Successful wells on the AUeglieny River brth'ul- 
ened opinions regarding the possiliilities of iietroleiim. Nt‘rvy men invaded the 
eastern portion of Cornplanter, pitching up lands along I*itht)Ie Crei‘k and its 
tributaries. I. N. FraJiJer, fresh from his triumph on Cherry Run as joint-envner 
of the Reed well, desired fresh laurels. He organized the United-States Oil- 
Company, leased part of the Holmden farm for twenty years and started a well 
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Hixlfcn-thoitHaiul ialialutanls, (xiSHcssinj; mostofilu* convciut'iu'cs and hixurit'S 
of ihf largest aitd tddesl comtminities ! Capitalists eagc‘r to invest their green- 
haeks tliroiiged to tlie scene. Labor ami produce connuanded extravagant 
figures^ every farm for miles wa.s leased or bought at fabulous rales, money ('ir- 
culatetl like the measles and fur weeks the furore surpassed the frantic ebulli- 
tions of Wall Street on Black Friday I New strikes perpetually inflated the 
ntania. StHsailators wandered far and wide in quest of the subterranean wealth 
that prommed to tHitrival the golden measures of California or the silver-lodes 
of Nevada. The value of oil-lands was ret'koned by millions. vSniall interests 
in single wells brtntglU huudreds-of-lhousands of dollars. New York, Philadel- 
phia, Boston and Chicago measured purses in the insane strife for territory. 
Musts of advenlnrt‘rs .sought the new Oil-Dorado and the .stocks of countless 
*‘|H!troleum-compaiueH were scattered broadcast over Furope and America. 
An ambitious o|)erulor sold .yr2’¥7/4vv/-si.xtet‘nths in one well and shares in leases 
were purchasecl ravenously. A half-acre lease on the Molmden farm realized 
bonuses ()f t went y»ft)ur-thoUHimd dollars before a well was drilled outlie prop- 
erty and the swarm of dealers resembled the plague of locusts in Egypt in num- 
ber and persistence I 

IC very thing favored the growth of Pithole. The close of the war had left the 
country fUKided with paper currency and multitudes of men thrown upon their 
own resources. Hundreds of these docked to the inviting **city,” which pre- 
sented manifold Inducements to venturesome 8 |)irits, keenshy.sters, unBcrui)ulous 
itCK:k«jobbers, needy laborers aitd dishonest tricksters. The post-office speedily 
ranked third In I’etinsylviuiia, Philadelphia and Pittsburg alone excelling it.\ 
Seven clmindlghtning clerks assisted Postmasters. S. Mill to handle the mail. 
Lines of men extending a block would await their turns for letters at the general- 
delivery. It WHS a roysterlng time 1 Motels, theaters, saloons, drinking-dens, 
gambling-hells and ciuestiotmble resorts were counted l)y the score. A dre- 
ciepartment was orgimked, a daily paj^er e-stablished and a mayor elected. 
Railways to Reno and Oleoptdis were nearly completed before “the beginning of 
the end ’’ came with terrilde swihm^H. In No- 
vemlier and December tins wells decrlined mate- 
riidly. The laying of pipe-lines to Miller I 'arm [ ’ 
and ()leot>oliH, through which the oil was forcetl | 
to |K>lnts c.if sldpment hy steam-pumps, In one px 
week drove dfteen-hundred teams to seek work 
elsewhere. Destructive fires accelerated the XX- 
final ciitfwtrophe. Th,e graphic pen of Dickens '> 
would fail to give itn fidetjuiito idea of thi.s phe- i . 

nomeniil creation, whose career was a magnified i ; ’ ' 

ty|a^ taf dc «ens of towns that suddenly arose and ! , ‘ 

an suddtmly collapsed in the oil-regkms of \ 

PeniwylvaniiL . !/ 

Pithole had many wells that yielded freely 
for soimt time, 11m I lomestead, on the Hyner 
farnu, tiuKhed in Jmie i*f 1 H 65 , proved a gusher. 

< )« August first tlie I li^shlor startcil at one-hun» 
dm\ barrt*lH ; on August sec«>nd the Grant, at four-hundred-imd-fifty barrels ; on 
August twenty^righth thci P«>ol, at eight-hundred barreli ; on September fifth 
the Dgtlon, at one-hundred barrels, and on September fifteenth Pool & Perryk 
No. 47 t at ftHirdumdrifd Imrrels, The Fra^^r improved during the spring to eigh t* 
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hundred barrels, while the ( j-raut reached seven-lumtlred in SeiUtanher. On 
November twenty-second the luircka joined the chorus at five-lnindred I jarreLs. 
The daily production of the I lolmden farm exceeded tlvedhiHisand barrels for 
a limited period, with a proportionate yield of seven-dollar rrutle fnnn adjacent 
tracts. John A. Mather, the veteran Titusville i)hotogTapiR*r, <lisc*arded his 
camera to become a full-fledged oilman, lie bored a well that tinctured the 
suburban slope of Balltown a glowing madder. Tlie frenzy spri'ad. j. W. 
Bonta and James A. Bates paid James Rooker two hundrechandHiighty-lhousand 
dollars for his hundred-acre farm, south of the I lolmden. Hooker, a hard-work- 
ing tiller of the soil, lived in a kind of rookery and earned a |HR)r subsistence by 
constant toil. He stuck to the money derived from the sale of fits farm, and lie 
is still living at a goodly age. The (irand Dutch S well would have givasi I allkm 
Russell new wrinkles in her delineation of the Clraiul I Hichess of (rerolsteiu.** 
A neigiibor refused eight-hundred-thousand tlollars for his barren acres. “ I 
don’t keer ter hev my buckwheat tramped <iver,” he explahuHl, **but you kin 
hev this farm next winter fur a millitai I ’’ He kept the farm, reaped Ids cro|> 
and was not disturbed until death compelled him tokKlgt^ in a plot six by two. 



CHAND DUTCH K Wl-'I.U. VlliW Ol* rtTWULtt W iUR PALL OR 


Bonta Sc Bates did not linger for **two blades off rims to grow where one 
grew before.” Within two months they disposed of ninety leases for four-Iuite 
dred-thousand dollars and half the oil 1 They spent eight y-thoUHiind on the 
Bonta House, a sumptuous hostlery. Duncan & I^ralher leased bullding^kiti at 
a yearly rental of one-hundred to one-thousand dollars, Flmt, Second and 
Holmden streets bristled with activity. The Danforth Hiittse stood on n lot sub- 
leased for fourteen-thousand dollars bonui. Sixty hotels ctnild not accotnnio- 
date the influx of guests. Beds, sofas and chairs were hixurirs for the few, 
” First come, first served, ” was the rule. The many had to the Hhaving- 
pile, the hay-cock or the tender side of a plimk. Home itiliiglnl pn atilHriioiiiily 
in ” field-beds ”--“row8 of ” shake-downs ” on attic Ilewtleti the Iloiita 

and Danforth, the United States, Chase, Tremoni, llut*kley, I Jiirolii. Hliernian, 
St. James, American, Northc?ast, Seneca, Metro|rolitiin, Foiiicroy iiiid fifty tiotek 
of minor note fiourkhed. If palaces of sin, gorgeous liar-rtMiiitH, 
houses and places of amusement abounded, churches and sdiook fii.trked tlii* 
moral sentiment. Fire wiped out tlieTremont and adjoining tioiwt^H in Indiriiitry 
of 1866. Eighty buildings went up In smoke on May llry^t iiiitl Jiiftit thirteenth. 
Thirty wells and twenty-thouiand barrels of oil went lite saiiie road lit August 
The best buildings were torn down, to bloom at llciwaiit villi* or Dll C!lty* Tliti 
disappearance of Fi thole astonished the world no l€*ss Ihitii Iti itiarirkaw growth. 
The Hrtiiae mid for sixteen dolkm. to make firewood ! The r»illroiid» 
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wm* abiutdoiu’d and in 1H76 only six voUts rcfinaiiu-d. A ruined tenement, a 
ileserted c'hureh aitd trucen of streets alone survive. dVoy or Nitieveh. is not 
nujre desolate. 

In July of 1865 Duncan Prather granted Henry K, Picket, George J. Sher- 
man and Brian Phili)ot, of Titusville, a thirtyalay option on the Holmdenfarm 
for one“million-threeduutdred-thousand dollars. Mr. Sherman arranged to sell 
the property in New York at si.xteen-hundred-thousand ! The wells already 
down prodiu'ed largely, seventy more were drilling and the annual ground-rents 
footed up sixty-thousand (hdlars. The Ketcham forgeries tangled the funds of 
the New-Ytirkersand negotiations were opened with II. II. Honore, of Chicago. 
After dark on the htst <luy of the option Honore tendered the first payment— 
four-hundred-thouHund dollar.s. It was declined, on the ground that the busi- 
ness day t!xpired at sundown, and litigation ensued. A compromise resulted in 
the transfer of the iiroiierty to Honore. The deal involved the largest sum ever 
paid in the oil regums for a single tract of land. 'Hie bubble burst so quickly 
that the Chicago purchaser, like Benjamin Franklin, “paid too much for the 
wliistled* Col. A, l\ Duncan commanded the h'ourth Cavalry Company, the 
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first musteriHl in Venango county, every member of which carried to the war a 
snmll Bible presented by Mrs. A. CD Fgliert, of Franklin, Tall, erect, of military 
bearing and undtmtited Integrity, he lived at Oil City and died years ago. 
Dunc^im ^ Prather owned one of the two hanks that hanclled car-loads of money 
in the df^/Jest town tlmt ever blasted radiant hopes and shriveled portly pocket- 
fjotiks, 

Tho Pithole hnhhh was lilown at an opportune moment to catch suckers. 
I lumln^tlH tif oil-tHunpanlen Itad come into existence in 1864, hungry for territory 
and gritHpIng at anything within rifte-ihot of an actual or prospective “ spouter.’* 
Hie wpeculative tide flowed and ebbed as never before in any age or nation. 
VoluincH ciHild be writttm tif mmimxg tnumitions of fortune. Scores landed at 
Pithole peimilesH iiud departed In a few months “ well heeled,’' Others came 
with ‘ * hatfuls of money “ and went away empty-handed. Thousands of stock- 
holdern were liltten as badly as the sailor whom tha shark nipped off by the 
walstdiantL It was rattier retehlng in its way for “country Reubens “ to do 
up Wall-'Street sharpern at their own game. Shrewd Bostonians, New-Yorkens 
aiul PhltadidphiauK, magnate-s in businesi and finance, were snared as readily 
ns hayseeds who buy gri*c‘n-g(K>^ and gold-brkks. There are no flies on the 
funoirth, glib Olty Gatnnuin whose mouth yielded more lubricating oil than the 
biggest well on Frcaich Creek. His favorlta prey was a pilfrim with a bursting 
Wfilk;t m tilt* agent of sin eastern petroleum-company. A well pouring forth 
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tlirec, six, eight, ten, twelve' or tifleeii-lunulrecl barrels t>f tivt" dollar erudt* every 
twenty-four hours wiis a speetuele to the the bhuui aiul turn tlu* l>raiu of the 
most sluggish beholder. “Such a well,” he might eahndate, would make* me 
a millionaire in one year and a Cnesus in ten.’* The wariest trout wouhl nib!»U* 
at bait so tempting. The schemer with property to sell hud ** the very thing he 
wanted” and would “let him in on the ground-floor.” He met men who, 
driving* mules or jigging tools six monlh.s ago, were “ oil-princes ” lujw. I fere 
lay a tract, “the softe.st snap on top of tlu* earth,” only a mile from Iht* (Ireat 
Geyser, with a well “ju.st in the .sand and a splendid show.” I le could have it 
at a bargain-counter sacrifice '-'-one-hinulretbthousand dollars and half the oil. 
The engine had given out and the owner was about to ortler a new one when 
called home by the sudden death of his mulher-in-law. Settling the <jld lady’s 
estate retiuired his entire attention, therefore he would consent tti sell his <al- 
interests “ dirt-cheap ” to a resiumsible buyer who would push develtipments. 
The price ought to be two or three times the sum askcci, Init tlie royalty from 
the big wells sure to be struck would ultimately even up matters. The tale was 
plausible and the visitor would “look at the property.” He saw real sand on 
the derrick-floor and everything besmeared with grease, 'rhe presence of oil 
was unmistakable. Drilling ten feet into the rich rot‘k would c-crtainly tap the 
jugular and— glorious thought 1— perhaps outdo the Great Cicyser itself. He 
closed the deal, telegraphed for an engine— he was tlying to see that stream of 
oil climbing skywards — ^iind chuckled gleefully. The keen edge of his delight 
might have been dulled had he known that the well was fAnmgk, not merely A;, 
the sand and absolutely guiltless of tlie taint of oil f 1 le did not Himpect that 
barrels of crude and buckets of sand from other wells hut! tmeii dumjH?d into 
the hole at night, that the engine had been disabled purfKisely imd tliat another 
innocent was soon to cut hi.s wisdom-teeth ! He found out when the well 
“came in dry” tliat Justice Dogberry was not a greaU’r ass and that the fool- 
killer’s snickersnee was yearning for him. I’osslbly he might by persisttait 
drilling find paying wells and get back part of his money, Inil niin* dmes tint of 
ten the investment was a total loss and the tlisgustetl victim c|uit the scene with 
a new interpretation of the scriptural declaration : ” I was a stranger and ye 
took me in.” Butler antid|)aled Pithtde when he wrote in Hudibras : 

“ Mitke fdcili bdit»vr J« thdr form’diiiK 
Of thiiigM hdbrr tfify nrt* In bditg j 
T{» HwulUiw gncIgiMni^ t»r«^ t iavlirti, 

And iHHUjt thi'ir dilrkvn^ rrn thi’y'f f? hiil* tirU,** 

The methods of “turninK an honest vartel to fit the casp. To 

"doctor” a well hy dosing it with a hunt »»f oil was tamo and fontinonitlat-o. 
In three instances wells sold at fancy prices were connected hy niulerjiround 
pipes with tanks of oil at a distance. Wlien tlie jwirties arrived lo "time the 
well ” the seertst pipe was opened. The oil ntn into tlie ini.iiiK' atal pinniasl .rs 
though coming direct front tiie sand ! The d»s'e|»tit»n was jis jsTtett as tite 
olatmargarine the Pennsylvitnia State UtMirri of Agrieulluo' pi on. aimed "d.iiry 
butter of superior quality !" "Seeing is hetieving" and llu-r. w.ts flu- oil. 
Tliey had seen it pumping a steady stream into the tank, timed it, gauged It, 
smelled it. The rlemonstration was complete and tlie cash would lie forktsl 
over, a twenty-iiarrel well hringing a hundred-harrel inice ! sin.irt witlitw 
near Pitliole sold her farm at treble its value because of ’ • surface iiitlicatiotis " 
she created by emptying a barrel of oil into a spring. Tin- lai ni provs-d gowl 
territory, much lo the chagrin of the widow, who roundly ahuseii the purchast.rs 
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for “dneatiu* n pDor lono woitianl’’ stock in companies that held 

lauds, or interests in wells tiy he drilled “near bij^^ M’^ishers ’’—they might be 
eight or ten miles olf-wus not infre<iuent. On the other hand, a very slight 
risk often l)rought an immensti return. Parties would pay nve-lumdred dollars 
for the refusal of a tract of land and arrange with other parties to sink a well 
for a small lease on the property. If the well succeeded, one acre would i)ay 
the cost of the entirti farm; if it failed, the holders of the option forfeiUal the 
tribe that setaired it and threw ui) the contract. It was risking five-hiuul red 
dollars on the t:hance, not always very remote, t>r gaining a half-million. 

Sumetiine.H the c.mm to invest bordered 11^)011 the ludicrous. Sixteenth.s 
and fractions of sixteenths in producing, non-prodiun’ng, drilling, imdrilled and 
nt‘ver-tO“beHlrilled wells “went like hot cakes” at two to twenty-thousand 
(kdluns. A newcomer, in his haste to “tie onto something,” shelled out one- 
tliousand dollars for a .share in a gusher that netted him two (luarts of oil a clay I 
Another cheerfully paid fifteen-thcausaiul for the sixteenth of a flowing well 
which discounted the Irishman’s flea — “you put your finger on the varmint and 
he wasn’t there “-—by balking that night and declining ever to start again ! At 
a fire in 1866 water from a spring, dashed on the bla^^e, added fuel to the flames. 
An examination showed that oil was filling the spring and water-wells in the 
neighliorhood. Fnim the well in Mrs. Reichart’s yard the wooden pump 
bmught fifty barrels of pure oil L. L. Hill’s well and holes dug eight or ten 
fc^et had the same complaint. Excitement blew off at the top gauge. The 
Reconl devoted columns to the new departure. Was the oil so impatient to 
tmricth Pltholians that, refusing to wait for the drill to provide an outlet, it bunst 
through the rucks in its eagerne.Hs to boom the district? Patches of ground 
the si^e of a cjuilt sold for two, three or four-hundred dollars and rows of pits 
resemliUug open graves decorated the slope. In a week a digger discovered 
tliat a break in the pipe-line supplied the oil. The leak was repaired, the pits 
dried U|>, the water-wells resumed their normal condition and the fiasco ended 
ignuminiouily. It was a modern version of tlie mountain that set tlie country 
by the ears to bring forth a mouse. 

Joseph Wood, proprietor of the St. James Hotel at Paterson, N. J., died on 
May thirteenth, 1896. He was a wit and story-teller of tlie best kind, a gallant 
fighter for the Union and for a year lived at Pithole. A fortune made by oper- 
ating and speculation he lost by fire in a year. He conducted hotels at Hot 
Springs, Washington, Chicago and Milwaukee and was one of the famous 
Bonifncci of the United States. On his basiness-cards he printed these ” relig- 
ious beliefs:” 

*' Oo Mol k«e|» Ui® of your lovo and tonderntit staled up until your frituds 

are d«ad. PlU ttielr llvw with swoetntit. Spoak approvtuf, chetring wordi whilt their eats 
can hour tt»«m and white th«if hearti «an bo thrilted and made happier by them. The kind 
thing* yon aiean t© tay whtn they are gone tay before they go. The flower* you mean to lend 
to thtir coiln* i«nd to brlghtefi and iweeteii their homei before they leave them.. If my frittidi 
have alabaittr-boxti laid away, full of fragrant perfumei of tymptahy and affection, which they 
iiilcttd to br«ak over my dtad body, I would rather they would bring them out in my weary and 
troubltd hours and op«n them, that I may be refreahed and cheered by them white 1 need them. 
I wonld rathf r have a plain eoiln without a flower, a funeral without a eulogy, than a life with- 
out th« iwtetniit of lovt and tympathy. Lot ui learn to anoint our friendt beforehand for their 
burial. To.iii*morttm klndntii dot* not cheer the burdened spirit. Flowers on the coffin eait no 
frtf ranee backward over the weary way,‘* 

Let clown th# btw and enter the field that was once the seething, boiling 
caldron called Pithole. A poplar-tree thirty feet high grows in the cellar of 
the Hatbnal Hotel. Stones and underbrush cover the site of die Metropolitan 
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Theater and Murpliy’s Varit'lies. 'I'liis bit of sunken gnunuk ciogged witli 
weeds and brambles, marks the Chase Mouse, Heri* was Main street, wliere 
millions of dollars changed haiuls daily. For years the Presbyterian church 
stood forsaken, the bell in the tower silent, the pews untouched luul the pulpit- 
Bible lying on the preacher’s desk. John McPherson’s store and Dr. Christie’s 
house were about the last buildings in the place. Not a human4)eing now lives 
on the spot. All the old-timers moved away. All ? No, a score or two cputaly 
sleep among the bushes and briars that run riot over the little gTavt*yartl in 
which they were laid when the dead city was iti the throes a tremendous 
excitement. 

Th« rate at which towns rose was surcJy incwt tarritir 
Nothinjr to rival it from Maine to ti»e 1‘aelfit* ; 

The rate at which they fell has never had an e«{ual«- 
Woods, city, ruin’d waste— the story and the »equ*l» 

Pithole was the Mecca of a legion of operators whose history is part and par- 
cel of the oil-development. Phillips Brothers, giants on Oil Creek, bought farms 
and drilled extensively. Frederic Prentice and W. W. Chirk, who figured in 
two-thirds of the large.st transactions from Petroleum Centre to Franklin, held 
a full hand. Frank W. Andrews, John Satterfield, J. R. Johnson. J. B. Fink, 
A. J. Keenan— the first burgess— D. M. Burtis, Heman Junes, **Pap^’ Sheak- 

ley, L, H. Smith and hundreds of similar caliber 
were on deck. Jolin Cfiillowiiy, known In every 
oil-district of Fennsylvimiii and West Virginia 
as a tireless hustler, did not let Pithole slip past 
unnoticed. He Inis lajen an o|H^rittor In all the 
fields since his first iipiminince on Oil Creek In 
thefidlof iMi, Sharing in the pros|H‘flty and 
adversity of the oil-regions, he has never been 
hiKKl<H>ed or Imnkrupted. H In word Is hk bond 
and his promise tt> pay has iilways meant one- 
hundred cents on the dolliir, Mtire largely In- 
terested in producing than ever, he iittendi to 
biminess at Pittslairg iind lives at Jiimestown, 
happy in his deserved success, In the It we of his 
family and the esteem of anintless friends, Mr. 
Galloway’s tiedestrian feitiK wowlcl hit ve crowned 
him with olive-wrealhs at the Olympic gfiines. 
Deerfoot could hardly have kept up with him on a twenly*mlle iratiip to an 
important well or hit a farmer for a lease before breakfast He’s a gtaal one I 
The Swordsman’s Club attained the highest reputiitioii as a sotaal orgatika- 
tion. One night in iB66, when Pithole was at the r.enilh of its faiite, John Hat- 
terfidd, Seth Crittenden, Alfred W, Smiley, Jtiltn McDoiiiild, CJrorgt* lliircliill, 
George Gilmore, Pard B. Smith, L. H, Smith, \¥. H. LongwrII fintl iillierane 
genialgentlemen met for an evenhif’s enjoyment Tlie f*onverMaliciii tiiriteci it|Hin 
clubs. Smiley jumped to his feet and moved that ** w’l? iiigaiiki* a club/’ All 
assented heartily and the Swordman’s Club was orgaiiia^d tlirn^ and then, wilti 
Pard B. Smitli as president and GtK^rge Burchlll as urcrrtiry. Klegimt mnm 
were fitted up, the famous motto of R, C. T/’ wm «itd tlio dull gave 

a series of most elaborate ** promenade^ncerts and balk ** iii tim^^ 7. Invite- 
tionsto these brilliant affalra were courted by the bi^t of ( hiclom. Tito 

club dissolved in 186S. Its membership Induilcd fmir coiigrc^*»itioii, tm’o ei- 
governors wore its badge and scores of men coiifiuieuoiis in titv «tiie niiilmitkiii 
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had tlH‘ htaior of hrlonging to tlu‘ Swordman’s. At regular ineetinj's “ Uie feast 
of reason and the flow of soul blended merrily with the Ilovviui^ bowl. Sallies 
of briglit wit, spontaneous and never hanging lire, were promptly on schedule 
time, (iood fellowship prevailed and C. C. Leonard immortali;ged the club in 
his side-splitting “ History of Idthole.” Verily the years slip by. Longago the 
et>hetneritl town went Iniek to its original tnisture, long ago the facetious his- 
torian went bac‘k to dust, hmg agt> many a good clubman’s sword turned into 
rust, Parti li Smith runs a livery in Cleveland, Longwell is in Oil City, Smiley— 
- he represented Clarion county twice in the Legislature— manages the pipe-line 
at FtJxburg, L. H. Smith is in New York and others are scattered or dead. On 
November twenty-hrst, 1H90, the “ Pioneers of Pithole”— among them a num- 
ber of Swortlsmen — had a reunion and bantiuet at the Hotel Ilrunswick, Titus- 
ville. These stauisas, comi^osed and sung by President Smith and “Alf*^ 
Smiley, were vodfcn)usly dteered : 

“ *Twas by ildfi, itgi .Swartlnmcu true, 

In Plthok long ago, 

W« met the Ijoys on common ground 
And gave them all m show. 

In gmdal as in buiineis ways 
Our honor was our law, 

And when a brother lost his grip 
He on the boys could draw. 

Chorus *. *• We’re the boys, the same old boys. 

Who were there In sixty-five ; 

If any Swordsman comes our way 
He’U find ui stiU alive. 

** What if grim age creeps on apace, 

Onr souls will ne*cr grow old ; 

Wc will, as in the Fithole days, 

Htand true as Swordsmen bold. 

In thoi# old days we had our fun, 

But atooti for honor true ; 

Here, warmly clasping hand-to-hand, 

Our friendship wt renew.” 

*‘Spiriti ** inspired four gcKKl wdls at Pithole. One dry hole, a mile south- 
east of town, serioimly depressed stock in their skill as “ oil-.smellers.’* An 
mthuskiitic disciple of the Fox sifitens, assured of big well, drilled two- 
hundrecl feet ImiIow the sixth sand in search of oil-bearing rock. He drilled 
himself intti del>t and Sheriff C. S. Mark*— six feet high and correspondingly 
broad— whom notjody could mistake for an ethereal being, sold the outfit at 
junk»prlces. 

In tlio swish ami swirl of Pithole teamsters— a man with two stout horses 
crnild i*arn twt^nty dollars a tiny clear— drillers and pumpers played no mean 
part. They rct^elved high wages and spent money freely. Variety-shows, 
music-halk— witli **pnnty waiter-girls dance-houses, saloons, gambling-hells 
and deiw of vice afforded unlimited opportunities to squander cash and decency 
and sclFrcsiwct Many a clever youth, flushed with the idea of ** sowing his 
wild tmtn/* mcrltlojil health and charmcter on the altars of Bacchus and Venus. 
Many a comely maiden, yielding to the wiles of the betrayer, rounded up in the 
brothel f-md the pottorii fteld. Many a pious mother, weeping for the wsiy ward 
prtaligal who wii» driilning her life-blood, had reason to inquire ; ** Oh, where 
Is my txiy to-night r* Many a huslmnd, forgetting the trusting wife and children 
at home, wandered from the straight path and tasted the forbidden fruit Many 
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a promisinj^ life was blighted, many a hopelul career hlasttnl, many a re|>utatiou 
smirched and many a fend heart broken by tlie pitfalls and temptations of I’it- 
hole. I )ollars were not the only stakes in the excititig gamt* of lift^ gcH)d names, 
family ties, bright i)rosi>ects, domestic happiness and luiman stuiIs were ofteti 
risked and often lost. ‘‘The half has never been told.” 

Scarcely less noted was the organisation Iu‘rakled far and wide as “ Pit« 
hole’s Forty Thieves.” Well-.superintendents, tamtndling the intt'rests of out- 
side companies, were im|>ortant jH*rs< mages. 
Distant stockludders, uimbU‘ understand the 
difiicnlties and uncertainties attemding develop- 
ments, blamed tin* superintendents for the lack 
of dividends. No class of men in the country 
di.scharged their duties more faitltfully, yet 
t:ranky investors in wildcat .stticks termed tliem 
‘‘slick ras(*als,” ” plunderers ” and “robbers.” 
Some joker suggested that onc?e a ImuuI of Ara- 
bian Knights— fellows who stole everylhhig — 
as.sociated as ” I1ie Forty Hiieves ” and that 
the libeled suimrintendents tnight to organlise a 
club. The idea cin>tured the town and “ llt- 
hole’s Forty Thieves” Imcaine at once a tangible 
reality. Merchants, producers, capitalists attd 
business-men hastened to ennill themselves as 
ntemhers. Moit. James Sheakley, of Mercer, 

' was elected president. Social meetings were held regularly and gtiying green- 
horns, who supposed stealing to be the object of the organl/.ation, was a favt jrite 
pastime. The practical pranks of the “ Forty ” were laughed at and relished 
in the whole region. Nine-tenths of the memlH^m were young imm, honorable 
in every relation of life, to wliom the organiasalion was a genuine Joke» They 
enjoyed its notoriety and delighted to gull innocents who imiigined they would 
purloin engines, derricks, drilling-tools, saw-mills and oibtanks. Ten yeiurs 
after the band disbanded its president served in Ci>ngress eihI was a leatling 
debater on the Hayes -Tilden muddle. ” Pap” Sheakley— “iis the hoys idlec- 
tionately called him— was the embodiment of integrity, klndllneHs and hc«pi- 
tality. He operated in the Butler field and lived at (iriHaivllle. Ikwftof h!» 
devoted wife and lovely daughters by ”the fell seigeiint, l>eath,” he sold his, 
desolated home and accej^ted from fVesident Cleveland the governorship of 
Uncle Sam’s remotest Territory. His administration was satMirtory that 
President Harrison reappointed him. There was no squarcr. truer, nobler man 
in the public service than James Sheakley, E.x-Ckivenior of Alaska. 

Rev. S. D. Steadman, the first pastor at Pithole, a /.ealoiw Melhodkt— was 
universally rt^spected for earnestness and piety. Tlta “forty ihievcn” sent 
him one-hundred-and-fifty dollars at Christmas of iS66, with a letter csaiimend- 
ing Ins moral teachings, his courtesy and charity. Another Intiiiiret! 

of a Swordsman what the letters of the cluh^s motUr— ”R* C. T*”— «lgnllkrd, 
” Religious Councils Treasured ” was the ready respimse. I1ik ritised the clnt* 
immensely in the divine’s aitimatlon and led to a scrnmit in wliirli ha cxlolled 
the jolly organiation ! He “took a tumble ” when a ticacofi litforiiicd 

him that the letters— a fake proposed in spoit--sy«tttoIkc<l ” Runt, Cards, 
Tobacco. ’ ’ 

Mud was responsible for the funniest— to the spcrtiift^rs -'iiikbap that ever 
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convulsed a Pitholc aiulic*ncH‘. A p^roiip of us sUxxl in front of the Danforth 
House at tile ht‘ight of tlu* miry season. Thin nuul overflowed the plank- 
crossing and a grocer laid short iiieces of scantling two or three feet apart for 
pedestrians to step on. A flashy sport, attired in a swell suit and a shiny 
beaver, was the first to take advantage of the improvised passage. Half-way 
acniSH the seantling to which he was stepping moved ahead of his foot. In 
trying to recover hi.s hulance the sport <*areened to one side, his hat flew off and 
he landed plump on liis back, in mud and 
water three feet deep ! He. disappeared 
beneath the surface us completely as 
though drop|>ed into tlie sea, his head 
emerging it moment later. Blinded, 
sputtering and gasping for breiitli, he was 
it sight for the gods and little fishes! 

Mouth, eyes, nose and ears were choked 
witli the dreadful txj7.e. Two men went 
to his assistance, led him to the rear of 
the hotel and turned the hose on him. 

His clothes were ruined, his gold watch 
was never recovered and for weeks small 
boys would howl : ** His name Is Mud 1 ’^ 

John Galloway, on one of his nimbl« 
for territory, ate dinner at the humble 
cabin of a poor settler. A tough, 
aged and peculiar, was the |>rincipal dish. 

In two weeks the tourint was that way 
again. A boy of four summers played 
at the dcKir, close to wliich the visitor sat down. A brood of small chickens 
approached the entrance. ** IkK)*, ittey sings,’* lisped the child, “ oo mus* yun 
away ; here’s *e yasty man ’at eated up 00s mammy.” The good woman of 
the shanty had stewed tlie clucking»hcn to feed the unexpected guest. 

A mniden of uncertain age owned a farm which various operators vainly 
tried to kfiic. I loping to steal a march on the others, one smooth talker called 
the second time. have come, Miss Blank,” he began, **to make you an 
offer.” lie didn’t get 41 chance to add ” for your land.” The old girl, not a 
gosling who would let a priie slip, Jumped from her chair, clasped him about 
the neck and exclaimed : ” Oh I Mr. Blank, this is so sudden, but I’m yours !” 
The astounded oilman shook her off at last and explained that he already had a 
wife and ive children and wanted the farm only. The clinging vine wept and 
stormed, threatened a breach-of-promise suit and loaded her dead father’s 
bhmckirbiiiis to be prepared ft,ir the next intruder. 

W. J. Bostford, who died at Jamestown In November of 1895, operated at 
Fithole in its palmy diiys. Business was done on a cash basis and oil-property 
wiw I'Mild ftir In money up to hundreds-of-thousands of dollars. Bostford made 
II big ialo and sttirteci from Fithole to de|)osit his money. A cross-country trip 
wiii ncccisiiry to reach Tituivllle. Shortly after leaving Fithole he was attacked 
by robbew, who took all the money and left him for dead upon the highway. 
He was pickctcl iipaliv^ wfdi a broken head and many other injuries, which he 
survived thirty yeiiw. 

The ftrit ” hotel” at Fithole— a balloon-frame rushed up In a day— bore the 
pretentloui title of Astor House. Before its erection pilgrims to the coming 
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city took their chance of meals at the Itolmdcu ^irn^Imuse. As a guest wittily 
remarked : It was table d’liotc for men a!ul also tal)Ic d’oat ft»r horses. ' ’ Hie 

viands were all heaped iii)on large dislies aiul everylnuly h«*lped himself, Tlic 
Morey-Farm Hotel, just above Pithule, charged twentynme dollar.s a week for 
board, had gas-light, steam-heat, telegmphH>liU:c, barl)er»sho|>, colored wailt‘rs 
and '‘spring-mattresses.’* Its cooking rivalled the best in the large cities. At 

Wiggins’s Hotel, a 
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thrccestory board- 
ing-house in tile 
Tidioule field, twti- 
hundred men would 
often wait their turn 
to get dinrUT. This 
was a common ex- 
|>erience in the fron- 
tier towns, to which 
big throngs hurried 
before houses could 
l>a erected for their 
accommodation. 
K. H. Crittenden’s 
hotel at Titusville 


was the finest Oildom boasted in the sixties. Iknik & Frlsbee’s was notable at 


the heiglit of the Parker development. A dollar for a ineiil or 11 lied, four dol- 
lars a day or twenty-eight dollars a week, be the stay long or short, mm tlie 
invariable rate. Peter Christie’s Central Hotel, at PetroHa, was immensely 


popular and a regular gold-mine for the owner. Oil City’s I’etroknim House 
was a model liostelry, under Charley” Staats and “Jim ” While. The Jones 
House cleared Jones forty-thousand dollars in nine months. Its first guest was 
a Mr. Seymour, who spent one year coUetaing data fi>r a Klatkticai work on 
petroleum. His manuscripts perished in the Hood of i8c>5. The last glimpse 
my eyes beheld of Jones was at Tar|>ort, where lie was driving a dray. Brad- 
ford’s Riddell House and St. James Hotel both sized up to llio moit exacting 
requirements. Good hotels and good restaurants were seldom far behind the 


triumphant march of the pioneers whcxie succesici estiibllihecl oll-towi». 


Col. Gardner, ''a big man any way you take Wm,” wm Cluif-of-Pollc<Mit 
Pithole. He has operated at Bradford and Warren, toyed with |Killtlrs mid 
military affains and won the regard of troops of friends. Cliarles IL iHmciiii, 
of Oil City— his youthful ap|>earance suggests Ponce de spring --ierved in 

the borough-council, of which James M. Guffey, the astuto Deiiiocriitli! Iwidcr 
and successful producer, was clerk. Cot Morton arrived in August of 1H65 
with a carpet-bag of job-type. His first work— tickets for pasmigeovcr Little 
Pithole Creek— the first printing ever done at Fithole, wm never paid ftir. The 
town had shoals of trusty, generous fellows*— God’s own m'lille tioyn,” ITctI 
Wheeler dubbed them—whose manliness and enterpriiic and libcriillly wore 
always above par. 

When men went crazy at Pithole and outsiders tliouglit tlir olLroimtry wm 
” flowing with milk and honey ” and grembacks, it party of thought tu put 
up a little joke at tlie expense of a new-comer from Boston. Hicy iirrfitigod 
with the landlord for some coupon-bonds to mm in the dliiltif ‘Pioiii tif tlio hotti 
and to seat the youth at their table. The Hew-Iingliiiitler wi» «’‘titecl In due 
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course. I he* ijuests talked ol oiUlauds, lahulous strikes aud bi^ fortunes as 
ordinary aflairs. Much (chucked under his chin a five-twenty government-bond 
us a napkin. One lay in front of the Bostonian’s plate, folded and creased like 
a genuine linen-wiper. Calmly taking the '‘paper” from its receptacle, the 
chap from I'lie Mul) wiped his brow aud adjusted the valuable napkin over his 
shirt-bosom. A moment later he beckoned to a servant and said : ‘ ‘ See here, 

waiter, this napkin is too small ; bring me a dish of soup and a ‘ ten-forty.* ” 
The jokers could not stand this. A laugh went around the festive board that 
could have been heard at the Twin Wells and the matter was explained to the 
bean-eater. He was put ou the trail of “a soft snap” and went home in a 
iiumth with ten-thousand dollars. “Bring me a ten-forty” circulated fora 
twelve-month in cigar-shops aud bar-rooms. 

Ben Hogan was one of the motley crew that swarmed to Pithole “broke.” 
He taught sparring and gave exhibitions of strength at Diefenbacli’s variety- 
hall He fought Jack I lolliday for a purse of six-hundred dollars and defeated 
him in seven rounds, h^our-hundred tough men and tougher women were 
present, many of them armed. Hogan was assured before the fight he would 
be killed if he whipped his opponent. He was shot at by Marsh Elliott during 
the mill, but escaped unhurt. Ben met Elliott soon thereafter and knocked 
him out in four lirief rounds, breaking his nose and using him up generally. 
Next he opened a palatini sporting-house, the receipts of which often reached 
II thousand dollars a diiy. An adventure of importance was with “Stonehouse 
Jack/* This desperado and his gang had a grudge against Hogan and con- 
cocted a idieme to kill liim. Jack was to arrange a fight with Ben, during 
which Hogan was to be killed hy the crowd. Ben saw his enemy coming out 
of II diince-liouse and blazed away at him, but without effect. The fusillade 
scared ' ' Stonehouse * * away from Pithole and on January twenty-second, x866, 
a vigilance committee at Titusville drove the villain out of the oil-region, 
tlireatenlng to hang him or any of his gang who dared return. This committee 
was organized to dear out a nest of incendiaries and thugs. The vigilants 
erected a gallows near the smoking embers of E. B. Chase 8 c Co.’s general 
store, fircHi the preceding niglit, and decreed the banishment of hordes of 
toughs. “ Stonehouse Jack ” and one-hundred other men, with a number of 
vile women came under this sentence. The whole party was formed in line in 
front of the gallows, the “ Rogue’s March” was played and the procession, 
followed by a great crowd of people, proceeded to the Oil-Creek Railroad 
station. The prisoners were ordered on board a special train, with a warning 
that if they ever again set foot upon the soil of Titusville they would be sum- 
marily executed. This stilutary action ended organized crime in the oil-region. 

North of Pithole the tide crossed into Allegheny township. Balltown, a 
meadow on C* M. BfdPs fiimt in July, 1865, at the end of the year paraded 
stores, hotels, a hundred dwellings and a thousand people. Fires in 1S66 
scorched it and waning production did the rest Dawson Centre, on the Saw- 
yer tract, budded, frosted and perished. The Morey House, on the Copeland 
farm, was the oasis in the desert, serving meals that tickled the midriff and 
might cope with Delmonlco’s. Farms on Little Pithole Creek were riddled 
without swelling the yield of crude immoderately. Where are those oil-wells 
now ? Echo murmuri ' * where ?’ * In all that section of Coraplanter and Alle- 
gheny townships a derrick, an engine-house or a tank would be a novelty of 
the rareit breed. 

Eight miles north-eait of Titusville, where Godfrey Hill drilled a dry-hole 
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in i860 and two companies drilled six later, the Cok^rado district finally re- 
warded gritty operators. Enterprise was benefited by small widls in the vicin- 
ity. Down Pithole Creek to its junction with the Allegheny the country was 
punctured. Oleopolis straggled over the slope on the river’s bank, a pipt>line, 
a railroad to Pithole and minor wells contributing to its suppiirt. The first well 
tackled a vein of natural gas, which caught firt^ and consumed the rig. The 
driller was alone, the owner of the well having gone into the shanty. In 11 
twinkling flames enveloped tlie astonished knight of the ttmiper-screw, who 
leaped from the derrick, clothes blazing and hair singed off, and headed fur the 
water. '‘Boss,” he roared in his flight, “jump into the river and say your 
prayers quick ! Pve bu’sted the bung and helPs running out. ” 

“Breathe through the nostrils” is gootl advice. People should breathe 
through the nose and not use it so much for talking and singing thr<aigh. Yet 
every rule luis exceptions. A pair of mules hauled oil from Dawson Centre in 
the flush times of the excitemeut. The mud was practically bottomless. A 
visitor was overheard telling a friend that the bodies of the mules sank out of 
siglit and that they were breathing through their ears, which alone projetrted 
above the ooze. Dawson and many more departed oil-towns suggest the jingle : 

“ was an old woman nv«<l umter 11 hilt ; 
tf ilw hadn’t movetl alwM he there atUI 5 
But she moved 1 ** 

About St. Valentine's Day in 1866, when the burning of the Tremont House 
led to the discovery of oil in springs and wells, was a hilarious time at Pithole. 
Every cellar was fairly flooded with grease. People pum|>ed It from common 
pumps, dipped it from streams, tasted it in tea, Inhaled it from coffeeq^ots and 
were afraid to carry lights at night lest the very air should cause explosion and 
other unhappiness. It became a serious question what to drink. Tim whlsktiy 
could not be watered— there was no water. Dirty shirts could not he washed— 
the very rain was crude oil. Dirt fastened upon the damask clieeks of Pithole 
damsels and found an abiding-place In the whiskers of every bronzed fortune- 
hunter. Water commanded an enormous price and Intoxicating lH*veriige8 
were cheap, since they could scarcely be taken in the raw. The editor of the 
JRecord^ a strict temperance man, was obliged to tmvel fourteen miles cvciy 
morning by stone-boat to get his glass of water. Stoc^ki of oi!*compifiles were 
the only thing in the community thoroughly watered. Tmm|m, hollos, wan- 
dering vagrants and unwashed disbelievers that ‘‘cltanllncssisncxt to Godli- 
ness ” pronounced Pithole a terrestrial pamdim^. They were witling to reveim 
Muhlenburg’s sentiment and live alway ” in that kind of dry toiritory. 

“You’re not fit to sit with decent people ; eomti up here iiiul mi along with 
me I ” thundered a Dawson teacher who sat at hli desk heiirittg it rc^dtittlon, m 
he discovered at a glance the worst boy in school annoying lili mmliitatr. 

Charles Highberger, who had lost a leg, wiis elet:ted a JuhiIco of the peiirc 
at Pithole in 1866, Attorney Ruth, who came from Westmorehiiid county, 
was urging the conviction of a miserable whelp wlien lie iiotireci Ilighla^rgcr 
had fallen asleep, as was his custom during long arguments. Mr. Ruth ariwiscd 
him and remarked: “I wish your honor would pay iittcntloii to the |K>int« 
which I am about to make, as they have an imptirtant bcirlng on the cast/* 
Highberger opened his eyes, glared around the rtHiin ami nmt on his crwtohcis 
in great wrath, exclaiming : “ There hat been ttio much bkiiti*d chin-whacking 
in this case ; you have been talking two hmm and I haven* t icon a cent of 
costs. The prisoner may consider himself discharged* The court will adjourn 
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to Andy Christy’s drug-store.” 'rhis was the way justice was dispensed with 
iit those good old days when ”go as you please ” was the rule at Pithole. 

John Cx. Saxe once lectured at Pithole and was so pleased with the people 
and place that he donated twenty-five dollars to the charity-fund and wrote 
columns of descriptive matter to a Boston newspaper. If I were not Alexan- 
der I would be Diogenes,” said the Macedonian conqueror. Similarly Henry 
Ward Beecher remarked, wluai he visited Oil City to lecture, “ If I were not 
pastor of Plymouth church I would be pastor of an Oil-City church.” The 
train conveying Doin Pedro, lunperor of Brazil, through the oil-region stopped 
at P'oxburg to afford the inq>erial guest an opportunity to see an oil-well tor- 
pedoed. lie watched the filling of the shell with manifest interest, dropped 
the weight aftt*r the torpedo had been lowered and clapped his hands when a 
column of oil rose in tlie air. An irreverent spectator whispered : ”This beats 
playing pedro.” 

J. P. Albee, laborer, painter, earpenter, rig-builder, pumper, pipe-liner, 
merchant and insurance-agent, was born in Warren county, reared on a farm in 
the Wisconsin lead-mining regions, enlisted in i86i , 
served three years gallantly and was discharged 
because of a wound in the breast by a rifle-ball. lie 
struck Pithole in September of 1865, shared in the 
ups and dtiwns of the transitory excitement and was 
one of the founders, if not the full-fledged father, of 
Cash- Up. The brave veteran was a pioneer in 
shoving ahead and demonstrating where oil was 
be expected. He owned fourteen dry-holes 
in whole or part, a nutnber suflicient to establish 
(|uite a record. Drifting to Butler with the tide of 
developments, he engaged in various pursuits with 
varying success. Hosts of friends relish his tales 
of aruiy-life ami of ventures in Oiklom, a knapsack 
of windi he has constantly on hand. The years 
si>eed «|uickly, bringing many changes in their wake, 
and tlKHiiiiinds who once waded through the muddy 
streets of Pithole are now treading the golden pavements of the Celestial City. 
Those wlui linger here a while longer love to recall the times that can never be 
repented under the blue canopy. 

Mud-veins in the third sand on Oil Creek and at Pithole would often stick 
thi^ tools i*flet*tnnlly. On Bull Run three, wells in one derrick were abandoned 
with tools stuck In the third sand. The theory was that the mud vein was a 
stratum i>f slati^ in the sand, which became softened and ran into the well when 
wutt^r <*anu* In contact with it. Casing has robbed it of its terrors. 

Before casing was introduced it was often difficult to tell if oil was found. 
Oihucti wouUl examine the sand, look for ”soot” on the saad-pumpings and 
place a lighted matdt to the sand-pump immediately after it was drawn from' 
the well, as a test for gas. If the driller was sure the drill dropped two or three 
feet, with ”ioot” on the sand-pumpings, the show was considered worth test- 
ing. A seed-bag was put on the tubing and the well was allowed to stand a day 
or two to hi the seed swell. To exhaust the water sometimes required weeks, 
but when all hope t»f a prtvducer was lost and the last shovel of coal was in 
the hiuler tlu* oil might come. There seemed to be a virtue in that last shovel 
of ami Tlte shtMattakiir who could make a good seed-bag was a big man. 
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Tlie man who tied on the seed-bag for a well that proved a g<HKl prodiu'er was 
in demand. If, after oil showed itst‘lf, llax-seed was seen c’oniing from the pipe 
the well-owner’s heart could be found in his boots. Tlie l>ag was burst, the 
water let in and the oi)erator’s hopes let out. 

A young divine preached a sermon at IMthole, on the duty of self-consecra- 
tion, so effectively that a hearer presented him with a bundle of stock in a com- 
pany operating on the Hyner farm. The preaclier sold his shares for ten- 
thousand dollars and promptly retired from the pulpit to study law ! Rev. S. D. 
Steadman, while a master of sarcasm that would skewer a hypocrite on the 
point of irony, was particularly at home in the realm of the affections and of the 
ideal. In matters of the heart and soul few could with surer touch set aflow 
the founts of tender pathos. He met his mati'h occasionally. Rallyittg a friend 
on his Calvinism, he said, believe Christians may fall from grace.*^ 
Brother Steadman,*^ was the quick rejoinder, ^‘you need not argue that ; the 
flock you’re tending is convincing proof that the doctrine is true of your mem- 
bership.” 

A good deal of fun has been poketl at the Georgia riiilroad which had cow- 
catchers at the rear, to keep cattle from walking into the (iirs, and Htop|>ed in 
the woods while the conductor went a mile for milk to replenish a crying baby’s 
nursing-bottle. On my last trip to Pithole by rail there were no other passen- 
gers. The conductor sat beside me to chat t>f fomter days ami the decadence 
of the town at the northern end of the line. Four miles from Oleopolis lleldH of 
wild strawberries “ wasted their sweetness on the desert air/^ In reply to my 
hint that the berries looked very tempting, the conductor pulled tlie bell-rope 
and stopped the train. All hands feasted on the luscious fruit until satisfied, 
Coleridge, who oliserved that ** Douhtle.ss the Almighty €(mM make ii finer 
fruit than the wild strawberry, but doubtless He never did,” would have enjoyed 
the scene. ” Don’t hurry too much,” the conductor called after me at Pithole 
” we can start forty minutes behind time and Pll wait for you I” The rails wcsre 
taken up and the road abandoned in the fall, but the strawberry-picking is m 
fresh as though it happened yesterday. 

Long ago teamsters would start from the mines with twenty liushels of fif» 
teen-cent coal. By the time they reached Pithole It would swell to thirty- 
flve bushels of sixty-cent coal With oil for back-loading the teiiiniiterfi made 
more money then than a bond-juggler with a dnch on llie United-States 
treasury. 

A farmer’s wife near Dawson Centre, who had washed tlluhes for forty years, 
became so tired of the monotony that, the day her hushantl leamnl the farm for 
oil-purposes, she smashed every piece of crmtkery in the hotwe and w^citt out on 
the woodpile and laughed a full hour. It was the first vacatliin of her married 
life and dish-washing women will know how to sympiitlike witli the |Hmr soul 
in her drudgery and her emancipation. 

Pithole, Shamburg, Red-Hot, Tip-Top. Ciish-Up, Eiilltciwn anti Cdeofiollii 
have passed into history and many of their people have gout* lieyoiid the vale of 
this checkered pilgrimage, yat memorial of these old iltmm caime back freighted 
with thoughts of joyous days that will return no more fortwer. 

“ Bettor be a young June-bug than an old bird ^ l»af«tiif 



PITHOLE REVISITED. 

The followinK lines, first conlrihuted by me to the Oil-City Times in 1870, 

went tlu? rounds twenty-Hvti years ago : 

Not a sound was hoard, not a shrill whistle’s scream, 

As our footsteps through Pithole we hurried ; 

Not a well was discharging an unctuous stream 
Wliere the hopes of the oilmen lay buried I 

We walk’d the dead city till far in the night— 

Weeds growing where wheels once were turning— 

While seeking to find by the struggling moonlight 
Some symptom ef gas dimly burning. 

No usekii regret should encumber man’s breast, 

Though dry-holes and Plthoks may bound him; 

So we lay like a warrior taking his rest, 

Each with his big overcoat Tound him. 

Few and short were the prayers we said, 

We spoke not a sentence of sorrow. 

But steadfastly gaaed on the place that was dead 
And bitterly long’d for the morrow 1 

We thought, as we lay on our primitive bed, 

An old sand -pump reel for a pillow, 

How friends, foes and strangers were heartily bletl 
And ruin swept on Ilk© a billow I 

Lightly w© ikpt, for we dreamt of the scamp, 

And in fancy began to upbraid him, 

Who swindled us out of our very last stami>-~ 

In the grave we could gladly have laid him 1 

W© rose half an hour In advance of the sun, 

But little refreshed for retiring ! 

And , feeling as stlfT ai a son of a gun, 

Set oflf’on a hunt for some firing. 

Slowly and tadlyour hard-tack went down, 

Then we wrote a brief sketch of our story 

And struck a bee-Une for OU Clty’a fair town, 

Leaving Pithole alone In Its glory I 
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UP THE WINDING RIVER. 


Along the Ai.lecuienv from Oil Crkek—Thk First Petroleum Company's 
B ic^ Strike Ruler of President— Facjundas, Tidioutb and Triumph 

MILL‘”THK Kct>NOMITES-'-“’WARRKN AND F'OREST— CHERRY GrOVE’S BoMB- 
giiKLt.— S couts and Mystery Wells— ICxciting Experiences in the Mid- 
dle Field— Draining a Juicy Section of Oildom. 


•’ The m'Tan ii viwt a»tl f»ur craft; Is umnW , ( hmnmm , 

Ilcivett MCfitii iiM ttiesU, hut the cl^il icuilH cookH.”— 
htay, Hiay thy crystal tide, 

Sweet Alleghetiy 1 
I would hy thee abide, 

Sweet Mmd^. 

“ Keep ftccouiit of criiiei and tranaactionM in this life."—,Af«. £rownm£. 

Five minwtei Ifi a criil« Is worth yean. Muni , 

“ it doei up»ei a nmn'i caluiationa most confoundediy.”— Alim, 

** Run if you like, hut try to keep your breath.*'— 

** Tl'ien it wai thoiu Phlflttlne tlnaerg' turn to be skeered and they broke for tlie 
bn»it.*’—/^r, /Wrton, 

** And iili may do what haa by man been done."-"A'rfwan/ Fmnf, 

** Spuff *d bokliy on and daihed through thick and thin.*''~.£>0'»«* 




N transforming: the un- 
fruitful, uninteresting 
Valley of Oil Creek 
into the rich, attrac- 
tive Valley of Petroleum 
the course of develop- 
ments was southward 
from the Drake well. 
Although some persons 
imagined that a pool or 
a strip bordering the 
stream would be the 
limit of successful opera- 
tions, others entertained 
broader ideas and be- 

PAvip iiiATfv. JWRK A. HKYDRicK. lioved the petroleum- 

i»uH WHS not doonwd to rise imd set on Oil Creek. Tl>e Evans well at Franklin 
confirmed this view. Naturally the Allegheny River was regarded with favor as 
thfi bii« of further exporimenti, Quito m naturally the town at the junction of 
the river and the creek was benefited. The Michigan Rack-Oil-Company laid 
out iHiildlttg-lots and Oil City grew rapidly in wealth, ambition, enterprise 
and population. From a half-do*en dwellings, two unbridged streams, the 
remnants of an iron-ftirnace and a patch of cleared land on the flats it speedily 
advanced to a hustling settlement of five-thousand souls, “out for the stuff 
and all mger for profit. Acnm the Allegheny, on the Downing and Bastian 
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fjirms, William I.. Lay laid out the villaj^e of LayUmia iu i«C)3 and improv<*d the 
ferriage. Phillips & Vanausdall, who struck u thirty-barr<*l well on the Down- 
ing farm in i86t, established a ferry above Ikistiaids and started tlie suljurbs of 
Albion and Downington. In 1865 these were merged into ImpiTtal City, whk'li 
iu 1866 was united with Laytonia and Leetown to fonn Venangt> City. In 1871 
the boroughs of Venango City and Oil City W'ere iiu'orporated as the cnty of 
Oil City, with William M. Williams as mayor. Three passenger-bridges, one 
railroad bridge and an electric street-railway connect the north and south sides 
of the “Plub of Oilclom.’^ Beautiful homes, first-class schools and churdu-s, 
spacious business-blocks, paved streets, four railroads, elt*t!tricdights, water- 
works, pipe-line offices, strong banks, enormous tube-works, huge refineries, 
bright newspapers, a paid fire-department, all the modern convenienc“es and 
twelve-thousand clever peoi)le make Oil City one of tlie busiest and most 
desirable towns in or out of Pennsylvania. 

The largest of twenty-five or thirty wells drilled around Wnlmit Bend, six 
miles up the river, in 1860-65, was rated at two-hundred barrels. Ft air miles 
farther, two miles north-east of the mouth of Pithole Creek, John Henry settled 
on the north bank of the river iu 1802. Heniy^’s Bend perpetuates the name of 
this brave pioneer, who reared a large fannly and died in 1B5B. Tlie farm 
opposite Henry’s, at the crown of the bend, Heydrick Brothers, of hYench Creek 
township, leased in the fall of 1859. Jes.se Heydrick organi/.ed tlie Wolverine 
Oil-Company, the second ever formed to drill for petroleum. Thirty Hhares of 
stock constituted its capital of ten-thousand-five-hundred dolliini. The first 
well, one-hundred-and-sixty feet deep, pumped only ten liarrels a day, giving 
Wolverine shares a violent chill The second, also sunk In iHSo, at three-luin- 
dred feet Bowed fifteen-hundred barrels ! Beside this giant tlie Drakes well was 
a midget. The Allegheny had knocked out Oil Creek at a stroke, the produc- 
tion of the Heydrick spouter doubling that of all the others in the region put 
together. It was impossible to tank the oil, which was run into a piece tif low 
ground and formed a pond through which yawMioats were rowed fifty rods 1 
By this means seven-hundred barrels a day could lie saved. At last tlie tubing 
was drawn, which decreased the yield and rendered pumiiing nectmsary. 
The well flowed and pumped about one-hundred-thousand barrels, doing eighty 
a day in 1864-5, when the oldest producer in Venango c<Hnity. It was 11 (‘eleb- 
rity in its time and proved immensely profitable. In Ik*cenibcr of tBlia Jesse 
Heydrick went to Irvine, forty mile.s up tho river, to lloat down 11 cargo of 
empty barrels. Twenty-five miles from Irvine, on the way biitk, the rivf*r wm 
frozen from bank to bank. He sawed a channel a mile, ran the barrels l«i the 
well, filled them, loaded them in a flat-boat and arrived at PitlHlnirg tin a cokl 
Saturday before Christmas. Oil was scarce, the %ero-weather having prevenbfd 
shipments, and he sold at thirteen dollars a barrel A thaw set In, the market 
was deluged with crude and in four days the price dropped to tw*o dollars ! 
Stock-fluctuations had no business in the game with petroleum. 

Wolverine shares climbed out of sight Mr. Heytirirk lainght the wliole 
batch, the lowest costing him ffiur-thousand dollars and tti«^ liighcHt fiftetm- 
thousand. He sold part of his holdings cm the basis of fifleen-ltnndrrd Ibou- 
sand dollars for the well and farm of two-hundred acres, fortydliree thoumind 
times the original value of tlie land 1 Heydrick Brtithers Imred twenty wells 
on three farms in President township, one of which cost cdgliti^cii inontlw* labor 
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dispoHecl of it, t!u‘ titnv ovvnor fusstul with it and for five y(‘ars rereivc'd fifloen 
bam'lH of oil a day. 

Acridonts and iuoi«U;nts rtjsulting from the Wolverine operations would fill 
a dime-novel. Jesse Hey<lri{‘k, orji^anizcr of the company, went east with two 
t)r three-Iumdrechthousand dollars, presumably to play Jesse” with the bulls 
iuul lH‘urs of Wall Street, lie retunted in a year or more destitute of cash, l)ut 
loaded with entertaining’ tales of adventure. He told a thrilling story of his 
abduction friun a New^York wharf and shipment to Cuba by a band of kidnap- 
pers, wht) sttile his money and treated him harshly. He endured severe hard- 
slnps and barely escaiK’d with his life and a mine of experience. Working his 
way north, lie resumed surveying, prepared valuable maps of the Butler Held 
and was a standard authority on oil-matters in the district. I'or years he was 
eonneetecl with a lapedine in Ohio, returning thence to Butler, his present resi- 
dence, to engage in oil-operations. Mr. lleydrick is cuhurc;d and social, brim- 
ful of Information and interesting recitals, and not a bilious crank who thinks 
the wtirhl Is growing worse because he lost a fortune. A lirolher at Franklin 
was president of the Oil-City Bank, incorporated in 1H64 us a bank of issue and 
forced to the wall in 1H66, and served a year on the Supreme Bench. James 
Heytlrick was a skilled surveyor and Charles W. resided at the old homestead 
on French Cri*ek. Ht^ydrick Brothers were ‘Hhe Big Four” in developments 
that brought the Allegheny- River region into the petroleum-column. It is 
singular that the Heytlrick well, located at random thirty-seven years ago, was 
the largest ever struck on the banks of the rag-zagged, ox-bowed stream. 

U sfi the pace to serve uh m\ example, 
lUa net another eouhl etmie up to 

Eight rods square on the Heydrick tract leased for five-thousand dollars 
and fifty per cent, of the oil, while the Wolverine shares attested the increasing 
wealth of the oil-interest and the pitch to which oil-stocks might rise. Hussey 
k McBride secured the Henry farm and obtained a large production in i860 i. 
The Walnut Tree and Orchard wells headed the list. Warren 81 Brother pumped 
oil from Pithole to Henryville, a small town on the flats, of whose houses, hotels, 
stores and shipping-platforms no semp survives. The Commercial Oil-Com- 
pimy bought the Culbertson farm, above Henry, and drilled extensively on 
Muskriit and Culbertson Runs. Patrick McCrea, the first settler on the river 
between PVanklin and Warren, the first Allegheny ferryman north ofPYanklin 
and the first Catholic in Venango county, migrated from Virginia in 1797 to the 
wilds of North-western Pennsylvania. C. Curtiss purchased the McCrea tract of 
fourdnmdri‘d acres In 1861 and stocked it in the lYigle Oil-Company of Phila- 
delphia. Fair wells were found on the property and the town of Eagle Rock 
nttalned the dignity of tlireehimdred buildings. An eagle could fly away with 
all that is left of the town and the wells. 

Farther along Robert Elliott, who removed from Franklin, owned one- 
thousamd acres on the south side of the river and built the first mill in President 
township. Riw. Ralph Clapp built a blast-furnace in iS54-5» a mile from the 
mouth of Hemlock Creek, at th© junction of which with the Allegheny a big 
hotel, a store and a shop are situated. Mr. Clapp gained^ distinction in the 
pulpit and la buslncis, served in th© Legislature and died in 1865. His son, 
Edwin E. Clapp, had a block of six-thousand acres, the biggest slice of unde- 
veloiMid territory la Oildom. Productive wells have been sunk on the river- 
front, but Ckpp invariably refused to sell or lease except once. To Kahle 
llrothew, for the sake of hk fatheris friendship for their father, he leased two- 
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hundred acres, on which many good wells art* yielding nicely, iVt^ferriug to 
keep his own lands untouched until he “got good aTui ready,’* he oj>erate<i 
largely at Tidioute, he and his brother, John M. Clapp, accjuiring great wealtlu 
He was chairman of the Prodiu'ers’ Council and active in tlu; memorable move- 
ments of 1B71-3. He built for his home the Prcsultmt Hotel, furnishing it with 



KDWIN E, CLAPP. 


every comfort and luxury exct‘|>t the one no 
bachelor cx\i\ possess. hVtan him Macadam, 
TallH)t and Nicholson could have learned 
much about road-making. At his own ex- 
pense he constructed many a mile of first- 
cla.ss roads in l^resident, grading, ditching 
and leveling in a fashion to make a bicycler’s 
mouth water. There was not a scintilla of 
pride or aHectation in his cornptisitic m, 1 1 is 
told that an agent of the Standard Oil-Com- 
pany appointed a time to meet him ** on im- 
portant business. * ^ The interview lasted two 
minutes. **What is the business?’^ inter- 
rogated Clapp. *H>ur comimny authori^cjs 
me to olFer you one-million dollars for your 
lands in President and 1 am prepared to pay 
you the money. “ * ^ Any thii ig else “ No. “ 


*‘Well, the laud isn’t for sale; good-momingr* Off went Clapp as coolly as 
though he had merely received a bid for a bushel of potatoes. Whether true or 
not, die story is characteristic. As a friend to swear by, a helper of the poor, a 
believer in fair-play, a prime joker and an inimitable weaver of comic yarns few 


could equal, none excel, the President of President. * * I le died in July, 

Around Tioneste, the county-seat of Forest, numerous holes were punched. 
Thomas Mills, who operated in Ohio and mi.sscd opening the Sisterville field by 
a scratch, drilled in 1861-2. The late George S. Hunter— he built Tioneita’s 


first bridge and ought to have a monument for enterprise —hunted eaniestly for 
paying territory. Up Tionesta Creek operations extended slowly, but develop- 
ments in 1882-3 atoned for the delay. Then Forest county was the cynosurt} 
of all eyes,^’ each week springing fresh surprises. Balltown had a crop of dry« 
holes, followed by wells of all grades from twenty barrels to fiflcen-hundretL 
At Henry’s Mills and on the Cooper lands, north-east of Iklltowii and running 
into Warren county, spouters were decidedly in vogue. Eeno No, i well, fin- 
ished in December of 1882, flowed twenty-eight-hundred barrels I Reno No, a, 
McCalmont Oil-Company’s No. i, Patterson’s and the Anchor OibCompiiny’s 
No. 14 went over the fifteen-hundred mark. In the midst <if tlnse gusliera 
Melvin, Walker & Shannon’s duster indicated S|x>tted territory, uiic;ertaifi ns 
the verdict of a petit juiy. The Forest splurge held the entire olPtradii on the 
ragged edge for months. Every time one or more fcll<iw» took to the wtiods 
to manipulate a wildcat-well oil took a tumble, Notwlthstiimliiig the magni- 
tude of the business, with thirty-six-million barrels of oil in stink and untold 


millions of dollars invested, the re|iortfrom Balltown or C<io|mr of a new strike 
caused a bad break. Some owners of important wells worktrd them as ** mys- 
teries ” to milk the trade.” Derricks were boarded tightly, armed men kept 
intruders from approaching too near and information was wllhhekl or falsified 


untilthegang of manipulatora worked the market.” To ofeetthls k^dlnf 
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hazards. (liitics of these trusty fellows invt>lved i^reat labor, ni|<ht watches, 

incessant vigihuu’e aiul soinetiines personal danger. 'Fhe ‘ ‘ mystery ’ ’ racket and 
the introduction of “ scouts ” were new elements in the l>usiness, necessitated 
by llie [)eculiar ta<‘tics of a small cli(iue whose methods were not always credit- 
able. I1\e passing of the Kore.st Held, which declined with uni)recedented 
ra|>idity, pratiiailly emksl the system that had terrorized the oil-exchanges in 
New York, Oil City, Bradford and Pittsburg. The collapse of the Cooper pool 
was more unexpet'ted than the striking of a gusher would be under any circum- 
stances. Its influence upon oil-values was ridiculously disproportionate to its 
merits, just as tlie tail sonu*tinu‘S wags the dog. 

Closely allunl to Balltown ami Cooper iii its principal features, its injurious 
elFeets attd sudden d<*[)re(:iation, was the held that taught the Forest lesson. On 
May nineteenth, iHHa, the oil-trade was paralyzed by the report of a big well in 
Cherry . Grove town.slhp, Warren county, miles from previous developments. 
The general condition of the region was prosi)erous, with an advancing market 
and a favmralde outlook. The new well— the famous * * 646 ’ ’ —struck the country 
like a cyclone. Nobody had lieard a whisper of the finding of oil in the hole 

George Dimick was drilling near the 

Imrder of Warren and Fore.st. The ^ 

news that it was flowing twetity-hve- / V '1 I 

Imndred Imrrels flashed over the wires i 

with disastrous consequences. The > 

excitement in the oil-exchanges, as the ^ / 

price of certificates dropfted thirty to 
fifty per cent, in a few ntoments, was 

indescribable. Margins and small-fry 7.^^ y/ /" ( 

hoklem were wiped out in a twinkling ^ ^ ) 

and the losses aggregated millions. ^ ^ 

It was a panic of the first water, far- wj 

reaching and ruinous. A plunge from i 

onedhirty to fifty-five ctmts for crude ^ 

meant distress and bankruptcy to J ^ 

thousands of |)roducers and persons 

carrying oil. Men comfortably off in its ^ \ J ^ 

the morning were beggared by noon. •' ’“\a ^ 

OtlutrwfUs Mpmlily followed “646." V^.-^vAm=Wiii»Sv; 

The Murphy, the MahaoiMitiy and 

scores nu>re swelled the daily yield "** "** 

, I , . \ m THE MIDDLE lUKLD. 

to tlurtydhousmul barrels. Idve-lnm- 

dred walk were rushed down with the utmost celerity. Big companies bought 
lands at big prices and operated on a big scale. Pipe-lines were laid, iron-tanks 
erected and houses reared by the hundred. Cherry Grove dwarfed the richest 
portions of tlie region into insignificance. It bade fair to swamp the business, 
to flood the world with cheap oil, to compel the abandonment of entire districts 
and to crush the average operator. But if the rise of Cherry Grove was vividly 
picturesque, Its fall was startlingly phenomenal. One dark December morning 
the workmen noticed that the P'orest Oil-Companyk largest gusher had stopped 
flowing. Within a week the disease had spread like an epidemic. Spouters 
ceased to spout and obstinately declined to pump. The yield was counted by 
cio»ni of barrels initead of thousands. In January one-fourth the wells were 
d«erted and the machinery removed. Three-hundred walk on April first 
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yielded hardly two-thousand barrels, Ihree-tiuarlers what “ 646 " or the Murpliy 
hnd done alone ! I'hc suddeniu‘ss of the topple east Oil 1 reek iiitt> tlu* shade 
and eclipsed Pitholc itself. Piles of junk represented miles of | >ipe-Iim‘S and 
acres of tanks. The Coo[)er fever was breaking*’ out aiul, with llenry s Mills 
and Balltown, repeated in 1883 the hurrah of i88a. h'or eleven mouths the 
Forest -Warren pools fretted and fumed, proditcing five-million tjarrels of oil 
and having the trade by the throat In that brief period Cherry (irovc ('unui 
and went, Cooper threatened and subsided, and Balltown was lH>wled out. 
Nine-tenths of the operators figuretl as heavy U>sers. ITnnsylvanta’s production 
slirank from ninety-thousand barrels to sixty-thousand and a healthy reaction 
set in. Petroleum-developments often pre.sentetl retnarkalde peculiarities, but 
the strangest of all was the readiness with winch speculators time and again 
fell a prey to the schemes of horest>-Warren jcdjhers, whose picture is turned 
to the wall.” 

The professional ‘ ‘ oil-scout ’ ’ first became prominent at Cherry ( Jrove. fie 
was neither an Indian lighttjr nor a Pinkerton detective, altlumgh possessing 
the courage and sliarpncss of botli. He combined a knowledge of wtjodcrafl 
and human-nature with keen discernment, acute judgment atid infinite jKitience. 

S. B. Hughes,]. C. Tennent, P. C. Boyle, J. C. 
McMullen, Frank H. Taylor, Joseph Capj>eau, 
James Emery andj. IL Rathbun were captains 
in the gocKl work of worryhtg and circumvent- 
ing the * ‘ mystery ’ ’ men. H ughes rendered ser- 
vice that won the confidence of his employers and 
lirought him a €ompeteiH:e. Never caught na|)'* 
ping, for one sj>ecial feat he was said to Imve re- 
ceived ten-thousand dollars, It was not uncom- 
mon for him and Ids comrades to keep tlieir 
boots on a week at a stretch, to snatch a nap un- 
der a tree or tm a idle of casing, tit creep on all- 
fours inside the guard-lines anti watch pale Luna 
wink merrily and the bright stars twinkle while reclining on the damp ground 
to catch tlie faintest sound from a mystified wdk Ik^yle and l*ennent made brib 
liant plays in th,c campaign of 1BB2-3. Captain J. T. Joiu^s, failing to get «*orretd 
information regarding *‘646,” lost heavily on long oil when the C!hc*rr>? 4 >rcwe 
gusher hypnotised the market and sent Tennent from BradfortI to up the 
wells and the movements of those manipulating them, Michael Murphy , learning 
that Grace & Dimick were quietly drilling a wildcat-well on lot 646, smelled a 
large-si^ed rodent and concluded to share in the siHirt. For c an* 'hundred t h illurn 
an acre and one-eighth the usufruct Horton, Criiry C<i., tint Hliefliekl taiinerK, 
sold him lot 619, north-east of 646. Mur|)hy had cut his eyedi^eth us an im- 
porter— John wS. Davis was his partner— of oil-barnds, an exporter tifmitle and 
an operator at Bradford, He pushed a well on the SiUitli-went i*orner of his 
purchase and secured lands in the vicinity. Graced Duiik^k liehl hac‘k their 
well a month to tie up lots and complete iirmng«anents regarding the marked. 
Everything wa.s managed adroitly. The tmde had nt>t it gliiitmer tif simpicloit 
that a bombshell might be fired at any moment. Murphy rig burned ilowii on 
May fifteenth, he was in Washington trying to close 11 deixl for anotlier tract 
and *^646” was put through the sand. On June second Murphy ‘s No, wliiHi 
he guarded strictly after rebuilding the rig, Bowed sIxteendiiiiMlriftl barrels. 

Hk No. finished on TnW third. In 
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four hours ! The Mahooi)!iny and a half-dozen others aided in die demoraliza- 
tion of i>riees. Murphy sold eighty acres of lot 619 for fifty-thousand dollars to 
the McCalmont OifConijiany. 'Hie Anchor Oil-Comiiany’s pusher on lot 647 
caught lire, without ('urtailing the How, and was burning furiously as “Jimi” 
Tennent arrived from Bradford, 'fhe scouts had their hands full, with the 
'‘white-sand pools’' and the keenest masters of “mystery wells” to demand 
their best licks. 

Watching Murphy’s dry-hole uix lot 633 was Tennent’s initial job. I'lie 
Whale ( )il“Comi)any’H duster on lot 648 next claimed the attention of the scouts. 
It had been drilled below the sand-level and the tools left at the bottom. On 
Sunday night, July ninth, 1882, Boyle, Tennent and two comiianions raised the 
tools by hand, measured the well with a steebline and telegraphed their princi- 
pals that it was dry. This rei>ort jumped the market on Monday morning from 
forty-nine cents to sixty. The Shannon well on the Cooper tract needed con- 
stant care and the scouts divided the labor. Tennent and Rathbun one night 
souglit to crawl near the well. A twig snapped off and a guard fired, the liall 
grazing “Jim’s” ear. In December Boyle and W. C. ICdwards drilled Grandin 
No. 4 below the sand before the owners knew the rock had been reached. Its 
failure surprised the trade as much as the success of “646.“ Boyle actually 
posted the guards to keep intruders away and they refused to let W. W, Hague, 
an owner of the well, inside the line until the contractor appeared and permitted 
him to pass I Boyle and Tennent did fine work north of the Cooper held. At 
the Shultz well Tennent, in order to make a quick trip of a half-mile to the pipe- 
line telegraph, clung to the tail of Cappeau’s horse and kept up with the animaPs 
gallop. Mercury might not have endorsed that style of locomotion, but it 
served the purpose and got the news to Jones ahead of everybody else. Ten- 
nent played the market skillfully, cleared tweuty-five-thousand dollars on Macks- 
burg lands and o{>erated with tolerable success in McKean county. Nine years 
ago he removed to his thousand-acre prairie-farm in Kansas, the land of sock- 
les.s statesman and nimble grasshoppers. 

Boyle, brimful of novel resources, puzzled the “mystery ” chaps by his bold 
ingenuity and usually beat tliem at their own game. He squarely overmatched 
tile field-marslials of manipulation. His fertile brain originated the i>lan of drill- 
ing Grandin No. 4 and other test wells. The night he went to drill the Grace 
well through the sand lie paid tht^ ferryman at Dunham’s Mills not to answer any 
calls until monilug, thus cutting off all chance of pursuit and surprise. At the 
well Boyle wrote an order to deliver the well to Tennent, signing it Pickwick, 
and the drillers retired to bed ! Som«?bcKly had been there befcjre them and 
IKiured tiack the sarubpiimpings. At the Patterson well Boyle devised a code 
of tin-horn signals that outwitted the men in.side the derrick and flashed the 
n*suH to Gusher City, The number of expedients continually devised was a 
marvel. Thanks to the energy and ability of these tireless scouts, of whose 
midnight exploits, wild rides, hairbreadth escapes and queer adventures many 
pagt‘H could bi* written, the effect of “ my.steries ’ ' was frequently neutralized 
ami at kmglh the whole system of guarded wells, bull-dogs and shot-guns was 
eliminatetl 

The h'on^st -Warren white-sand pools marked a new era in developments, 
with m‘W ideas and new methods to hoodoo speculation. Cherry Grove had 
wiltt*d from twtmty-five- thousand barrels in September to three-thousand in 
Dix'ember, when Cooper Hill loomed above the horizon and Balltown appeared 
on (-lock. Shallow wells had been sunk far up Tionesta Creek in 1S62-3. Near 
U 
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the two dwellings, sawonill, school-house and barn duhluHl huxhurg, the stamp- 
iug-ground of deer-hunters and hark -peelers* iMarcnis Hidings Ids name is a 
synonym for successful wildcatting — in 1H76 drilled a Wi'l! that smac ked ol oil. 
The derrick stood ten years and globules of grease bubbled up from liu* dt‘{>ths, 
a thousand feet I)eneath. C. A. Shultz, a piano-tuner, taking his ciu‘ from t}u‘ 
Hidings well, interested Frederick Mori*k, a Warren jeweler, and leasts! the 
Fox estate and contiguous lands in iH8r. 'I'he lilue-Jay and two Darling wt*Us, 
small producers, created a rij)ple which dry-holes evaporated. l‘hey were on 
Warrant 2991, Howe township, known to fame as the Coo|ht trac t, north-west 
of P\)xl)urg. The conditions of the U*a.se re(|uirt‘d a well at tlie western end of 
the warrant. Cherry Grove was at its zenith, crude was flirting with tlie lifties 
and operators considered the bhie-Jay chic'k u lean bird. f. Malnwaring leased 
one-hundred acres from Morck iS: Shultz and fniilt a rig at the lieail of a wild 

ravine, in the sunless wtHalland, a halFmile from 
I'ionesta Creek, He lost faith and the Main- 
waring lease and rig passed l\ M, Shannon, 
of Bradford. Born in Clarion county, Fhilij) 
Martin Shannon enlisted at fourteen, serveii 
gallantly through the war, traveled as sulesinan 
for a Pittsburg Iiouse and in 1H70 crast Ids lot 
with the oilmen at Parker. A pioneer at MiU 
lerstown and its InirgcHS in 1H74, he filled the 
office catmbly and in 1H76 re«*elved a big ina« 
jority at the Republican primary for the legin- 
latlve nomination. Hie county -ring counted 
him out. He drifted with the title to Bullion, 
removed to Bradford In 1H79, was elected maytir 
in 1885 and dinchiirged his ofttrtal tluties with 
excellent discretion, Temfierate in habits and 
upright in conduct, Mayor Shannon had been 
an observer and not a participant in the nether side of idl reglf»ii life anti knew 
where to draw the line. He was a favorite in stK*iety, high in Miisonk: tdrcles 
and efficient in securing lands for firms with wldt*h he had tiecome ctinnectetL 
Pittsburg is now his home and he manages tlie company that Is devebipirig tliti 
Wyoming field. Mr, Shannon is always generous iinti coiirtrouH., fiti c*«aikl 
give a scout “the marble heart,*’ lecture an offender, dettoiince a wrong or 
decline to furnish points regarding his mystery -well In ii good-iiiiliired way that 
disarmed criticism. He retains his old-time geiiktlily aricl priW|M?rlty hits licit 
compelled him to buy hats tliree sizes larger than he wore iit i*arker and Mil- 
lerstown “in the days of auld lang-syne.” 

A. B. Walker and T. J, Melvin joined .Shannon In lib Coofirr vetitiire. A 
road was cut through the dense forest from the Fox fariii'liuuHc up the hitfvp 
hill to the Mainwaring derrick. An engine and biller were dr.igged to the i^pot 
and Captain Haight contracted to drill the hole. I^Ielviii and W.tikrr, belli/vliig 
the well a failure at eighteen-hundred feet, went to Clierry < irove 011 Jiily iiveiily» 
fifth, 1B82, Shannon stayed to urge the drill a trifle fartlu^r aitil it Htriick flic 
.sand at om o’clock next day, He drove In two piiit**|fitigs, Heiit 4 im-^seiiger hir 
his jiartners and filled the well with water to phut in tlir oil 11ir well woiililfpi 
consent to be plugged and drowned. The utrmm br* 4 e 4tl three tfcioi'k, 
hurling the took and plugs into the Forest ozone. Sliiiiiiiiiii iitiil I laiglit, 
ing in the derrick, narrowly escaped death as the look I'ra^linl tliroiigli the 
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roof and fell to llu^ floor. Mt>re plnpfs, sediment and old clothes were jammed 
down to conceal the true inwardne.ss of the well, news of which was expected to 
j)ulverize the market. Heavy Hows followinji;: the expulsion of the tools led the 
owners to anticipate a strike. Outposts were established and guards, each 
armed with a Winchester rifle, were clianged every six hours. The wildcat- 
well, eight miles from a telegraph-wire, became an entrenched cximp witli a half- 
dozen wakeful scouts besieging the citadel. Vicksburg was not guarded more 
vigilantly. If a twig cracked or an owl hooted a shower of bullets whizzed in 
the direction of the noise. Through August the well was permitted to slumber, 
oil that forced a passage in spite of the obstructions running into pits inside 
the dead-line.” The trade staggered under the adverse fear of the n\ystery. 
Bradford ot)eraU)rs formed a syndicate with the owners in lands and speculation 
and sold a million barrels of crude short. When everything was ready to spring 
the trap some of the parties went to drill out the plugs and usher iu the market- 
cru.sher. ” We have a jack-[)ot to open at oiir pleasure ’ ’ remarked one of them, 
voicing the sentiment of all. None looked for anything smaller than fifteen- 
hundred barrels. The four drillers were discharged and two trusted lieutenants 
turned the temper-screw and dre.ssed the bits. Ten plugs and a mass of dirt 
must be cleaned out. From a distance the scouts timed every motion of the 
walking-beam, gluing their eyes to held-glasses that not a symptom of a flow 
might slip their eager gaze, ‘Mike stout Cortez when he stared at the Pacific 
upon a peak in Darien. ’ ’ Swift horses ware fastened to convenient trees, saddled 
and bridled for a race to the telegraph-office. A slice of bread and a can of 
beans served for food. For days the drilling continued. On September four- 
teenth the last splinter of the plugs was extracted, the sand was cut deeper and 
-—the well didn’t respond worth a cent I The faithful scouts, who had stood 
manfully between the trade and the manipulators, rushed the report. It was a 
bracer to the market. Bears who pinned their hopes to the Shannon well, the 
pivot upon which petroleum hinged, scrambled to cover their shorts at heavy 
loss. Balltown duplicated some of the Cooper experience.s, mystery- wells on 
Porcupine Run agitating the trade in the spring of 1883. The Cherry-Grove, 
Cooper-Hill and Balltown pools yielded eight or nine* mill ion barrels. Opera- 
tions extended to Sheffield and the cream was soon skimmed ofl'. The middle 
field had enjoyed a very lively inning. 

Two miles back of Trunkeyville, on the west side of the Allegheny, Cal- 
vert, Gilchrist & Risley drilled the Venture well in April, 1870, on the Tuttle 
farm. Fisher Brothers, of Oil City, and O. D. Harrington, of Titusville, bought 
the well for fifteen-thousand dollars when it touched the third sand. It was 
eight“hundrcd feet deep, flowed three-hundred barrels and started the Fagundas 
field. The day after it began flowing the Fishers, Adnah Neyhart, Grandin 
Brothers and David Bently paid one-hundred-and-twenty-thousand dollars for 
the Fagundas farm of one-hundred-and-sixty acres. Mrs. Fagundas, one son 
and one daughter died within three months of the sale. Neyhart & Grandin 
bought a half-intere.st in David Beatty’s farm for ninety-thousand dollars. The 
Lady Bums well, on the Wilkin.s farm, finished in June, seconded the Venture. 
A daily production of three- thousand barrels and a town of twenty-five-hundred 
population followed quickly. A mile from Fagundas operations on the Hunter, 
Pearson, Guild and Berry farms brought the suburb of Gillespie into being. 
Tlie territory lasted and a small yield is obtained to-day. A half-dozen houses, 
the Venture derrick, Andrews & Co.’s big store and the office in which whole- 
souled M. Com,pton*—h6’s in- Pittsburg with the Forest Oil-Company now— 
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labored as secretary of the Producers’ Couucih ludd tlu* Ibrt oa thv site of well- 
nigh “forgotten Fagundas, William H. Calvert, who prc»ic-ete<l tlu‘ Venture 
well, died at Sistcrsville, West Virginia, on Felu'uary sevenletiith. iKc)6. He 
had ’drilled on Oil Creek and at Pithole, operated in the soutliern held and was 
negotiating for a block of lands near Sistcrsville when a eUd blcHHl t»n the 
brain cut short his active life. 

David Beatty had drilled on Oil Creek itt 1859 ho with johti luTtig. He 
settled on a farm in Warren county “to get away frt>in the tdl.” I lis farm was 
smothered in oil by the Fagimdas development. Hv removisi to iht* prt*tty 
town of Warren, building an elegant home on the baitk of Conewango Creek. 
Fortune hounded him and insisted upon heai)ing up his riOies. John Uvll tlrilled 
a fifty-barrel well eighty rods above the mansion. Wells surrotmding his lot and 
in his yard emitted oil Mr. Beatty resigited himself to th«‘ tmn italhe and lived 
at Warren until called to his final rest some years ago. I Its ease resemliled the 
heroine in Milton Nobles’s Phenix, where “ the villaiti still pursued her.” llie 
boys used to relate how a negro, the first man to dit* at t )il City after tlu* advent 
of petroleum, was buried in a lot on the flats. Stam'hody waiUecI that precise 
spot next day to drill a well and the corpse was planted on the hilbside. The 
next week that particular location was .selectetl for a well and the body was 
again exhumed. To be sure of getting out of reach of the drill the frIetulH of 
the deceased boated his remains down the river to Butler ctninty. Twelve years 
later the bones were disinterred»-4m oil-company having leiiHed the old grave- 
yard—and put in the garden of the dead man’s son, to Im handy for any further 
change of base that may lie required. 

At East Hickory the Foster well, drilled in 1863, flowed Ihret^-humlred liar- 
rels of ainlieroil. Two-hundred wells were sunk In the Hickory district, which 
proved as tough as Old Hickory to nineteen-twentietfis of the ti|ieriitors, Utree 
Hickory Creeks -»Ea.Ht flickory and IJttle Hickory on the east an«l Went Hick* 
ory—enter the river within two miles. Near the mciutli of West Hickory three 
Scotchmen named McKinley bored a well twodiimdrefbiiiiddhiriy feet In iH6i, 
They found oil and were preparing to tube the well when the war broke out 
and they abandoned the field. A well on the flats, drilled in fhwved two- 
hundred barrels of luliricating oil, occaskming a furore. C )iir farm sold for 11 
hundred-thousand dollans and adjacent lands were Hnii|i|>ed iip eagerly. 

Ninety-five years ago hardy lumlK?rmen settled |ieriiiaiienlly lit lh*i*rtP‘ld 
township, Warren county, thirty miles idiove the motilli tif i lit Cre**k. Twenty 
years later a few inhabitants, supported by the iumtier tratde, liatl collecteil near 
the junction of a small stream with the Alleglteny, Bold grand lofest\ 
mountain rills and the winding river, sprinkled with green liivc^tt^d llie 

spot with peculiar charms, U|K>n the creek and hamlet the iioetir liidi.iii itaiiie 
of Tidioute, signifying a duiter of islands, was litllngly lii'HtowciL Haiiniel 
Grandin, who located near PlcasantvIUe, Venimgo ccHitily, iit iHji, reiiiovi^d to 
Tidioute in 1839. He owned large tracts of tiiiilieriatiflH and iiirrriHcil the 
mercantile and lumbering operations that gave him proiiiliieiiri* 

Mr, Grandin maintiuned a high character and diediii 4 ripe agr, Ifhitldest 
son, John Livingston Grandin, returned from college In 1II37 and ciigiiRril in 
business with Ms father, aisuming tlmmt entire control wlirii the ndirtal 
from active pursuits. News of Col. Dmkifii well reoiltrd tlir fotir-iiiiiidrcd 
busy residents of the lumber-center In two days. Col Robiiwoii, of UltMvillr, 
rehearsed the story of the wondroui event to iiii itdiiiiriiif groiifi in Hiiitiucl 
Granditt’s store. Young T. L, lliteiied inttntlf, «d<llccl lik lior^i? anti in an 
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hour purch.'iH(.‘(l thirty arrus of llu? Campbell rarni, on (ionlon Run, below the 
villai^’c*, for three-luiiulred dollars. An “ oil-si)ring'” on the property was the 
attraction. Next morning lie contracted with M. H. Dennis, a man of met'hani- 
cal skill, to drill a well “right in the middle of tlie spring.'’ The following day 
a cU*rrick —four t^ieces of scantling— towcTed twenty feet, a spring-pole was t>ro- 
cured, the “spring” was dug to the rock, and the “tool” swung at the //>.?/ 
oil-well in Warren county and among the first in Pennsylvania. Dennis ham- 
mered a drilling-tool from a bar of iron three feet long, llattening one end to 
cut two-and-a-half inches, the diameter of the hole. In the upi)er end of the 
drill he formed a socket, to hold an inch-bar of round iron, held by a key riveted 
though and leiigtliened as the depth recpiired. Two or tliree times a day, when 
the “tool” was drawn out to sharpen the bit atuhiean the holt*, tlie key had to 
becutoffat each joint! With this rude outfit drilling began the lirst week of 
September, 1859, week of October the well was down one-lumdred- 

and-thirty»four feet. Tuliing would not go into the hole and it was enlarged to 
four inches. The discarded axle of a tram-car, used to carry lumber from Oor- 
don Run to the river, furnished iron for the reamer. Day.s, weeks and months 
were consumed at this task. At last, when the hole had been enlarged its full 
depth, the reamer was let down “ to make sure the job was finished.” It stuck 
fast, never saw daylight again and the well sunk with so much labor had not 
one drop of oil I 

Other wells in the locality farad similarly, none finding oil nearer than 
Dennis Run, a half-mile distant. There scores of large wells realised fortunes 
for their owners. In two years James Parshall was a half-million ahead. He 
settled at Titusville and built the Parshall House—a mammoth hotel and opera- 
houHc—which fire destroyed. The “spring” on the Campell farm is in exist- 
ence uiul tlic gravel is impregnated with petroleum, supposed to percolate 
through fissures in the rocks from Deuiiis Run. 

During the .summer of i860 developments extended acro.s.s and down the 
river a mile from Tidioute. The first producing well in the district, owned by 
King P'erris, of Titusville, started in the fall at three-hundred barrels and 
boomed the territory amazingly. It was on the W. W. Wallace lands—five* hun- 
dred acres below town—imrchased in i860 by the Tidioute & Warren Oil-Corn- 
Iiany, the third in the world. Samuel Grandin, Charles Hyde and Jonathan 
Watson organized it. J. t.. Grandin, treasurer and manager of the company, in 
eight years paid the stockholders twelve-lumdred-thousand dollars dividendson 
a c*ai)ital of tendhousand 1 He leased and Buli-leased farms on both sides of the 
Alleglieny, drilling some dry-holes, many medium wells and a few large ones. 
He shipiied crude to tlie seaboard, built iiipe-lines and iron-tanks and became 
liead of the great firm of Grandins Si Neyhart. Bdijah Bishop Grandin— named 
from the fattier of C. K. Bishop, founder of the Oil-City /^cmri'—who liad car- 
ried on a store at Hydetown and operated at Petroleum Centre, resumed his 
residence at Tidioute in 1H67 and associated with his brotlier and brotherdndaw, 
Adnah Neyhart, in producing, buying, storing and transporting petroleum. 
Mr. Neyhart and Joshua Pierce, of Philadelphia, had drilled on Cherry Run, on 
Denni.s Rim and at Trium|)h and engaged largely in shipping oil to the c»ast. 
Pierce d Neyhart— J. 1 ,.. Grandin was their silent partner— dissolved in 1869. 
The firm of Grandins & Neyhart, organized in 1B68, was marvelously successful 
Its high standing increased confidence in the stalnlity of financial and commer- 
cial affairs in the oil-regions. The brothers established the Gmndin Bank and 
Neyhart, betides handling one-fourth of the crude produced in Pennsylvania, 
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house in Nt‘vv York to sell n-tinrcl, under the skilied 
I). Archhold, now vice-president of the Standard ( Jil- 
Ihe Fisher Brothers owneti tin* i>ennis Run and lYiiunph 
le oil from I'agundas, where thi*y tlrilletl a hiuulred pro- 
! larg:esl operalom. They !HHi|*ht pni|HTlieH in tliflerenl 
Ids, extended their j)ipe-litK*s tt» Titusville and erected 
tankage at Parker am! Milk*r harm. 
~ . ZZrn 'Phe death of Mr. Neyhiirl terminated 

^ * I their ('imnectit»n with tdl-'ShipmeiUs. 

\ I “ Tln-ff in 1 H» j»iil Iry wilh 4riith.” 

( )wning thousands of aert*H in War- 
. ren and Forest lanintieH, the (irandins 

.HR [ were heavily inter«‘sU‘d in develop* 

, ments at Cherry C*»rove, llalltovvu and 






UP THE U7\/)AV(r' RIVER. 


203 


sU‘am'tl\R‘slK‘rs aiul illuslrala bow lo farm profitably on tbc biggest scale. 
With Hunt(‘r (S: ('ununings, tif 'I'idioute, aiul J. B. While, of Kansas City, as 
liartncrs, they orgauizc‘<l the Missouri- Luinber-ancl- Mining- Company, 'riie 
company owns two-binulrecl-aiul-rorty-tbonsand acres of tiinl>er-lancl in Mis- 
souri and cut fifty-million feet of lumber last year in its vast saw-mills at ( iran- 
din, Carter county. I^'ar-seeing, clear-headed, of unblemished reiiute and lib- 
eral culture, such men as J, L. and IC B, Grandin rellect honor uiion humanity 
and deserve the success an apt^roving conscience and the popular voic:e com- 
mend heartily. 

Above Tidioute a number of “farmers’ wells “—shallow holes sunk by 
hand and soon aliandonetl —Bickered and collai)sed. On the i.slands in the 
river small wells were drilled, most of which the great Bood of 1865 destroyed. 
()pt)osite the town, on the iR’onomite lands, o|>erations began in i860. Steam- 
power was used for the first time in drilling. The wells ranged from five bar- 
rels to eighty, at one-hundred-and-Bfty feet. They belonged to the Iu:onomites, 
a (German society that enforced celibacy and held jirotierty in common. About 
1820 the a.ssociatiou founded the village of Harmony, Butler county, having an 
exclusive colony and transacting l)usine.ss with outsiders through the medium 
of two trustees. The members wore a plain garb and were distinguished for 
morality, simplicity, industry and strict religious princittles. Leaving Harmony, 
they located in the Wabash Valley, lost many adherents, returned to Pennsyl- 
vania and built the town of Economy, in Beaver county, Bfteen miles below 
Pittsburg. They manufactured silks and wine, mined coal and accumulated 
millions of dollars. A loan to William Davidson, owner of eight-thousand 
acres in limestone township, Warren county, obliged them to foreclose the 
mortgage atul bid in the tract. Their notions of economy applied to the wells, 
which they numbered alpliabetically. - The first, A well, yielded ten barrels, 
B pumped fifty and C Bowed seventy. The trustees, R. L. Baker and Jacob 
Henrid, erected a large lioar ding-house for the workmen, whose speech and 
manners were regulated by printed rules. Pine and oak covered the Davidson 
lands, which fronted several miles on the Allegheny and stretched far back into 
the township. Of late years the lu:onomite Society has been disintegrating, 
until its memliership has shrunk to a dozen aged men and women. litigation 
and mismanagement have frittered away much of its property. It seems odd 
that an organization holding “all things in common” should, by the perversity 
of fate, own some of the nicest oil-territory in Warren, Butler and Beaver coun- 
ties. A recent strike on one of the southern farms Bows sixty barrels an hour. 
Natural gas lighted and heated Harmony and petroleum appears bound to stick 
to the B'conomites until they liave faded into oblivion. 

Below the Economite tract numerous wells strove to impoverish the first 
sand, G. I. Stowe’s, drilled in i860, pumped eight barrels a day for six years. 
The Hockenlmrg, named from a preacher who wrote an essay on oil, averaged 
twelve barrels a day in 1861. The Elnterprise Mining-and-Boring-Company of 
New-York leased fifteen rods square on the Tii'iton farm to sink a shaft seven 
feet by twelve. Bed-rock was reached at thirty feet, followed by ten feet of 
shale, ten of gray sand, forty of slate and soap-rock and twenty of first sand. 
The shaft, cribbed with six-inch plank to the bottom of the first sand, tightly 
caulked to keep out water, was abandoned at one-hundred-and-sixty feet, a gas- 
explosion killing the superintendent and wrecking the timbers. Of forty wells 
on the Tipton farm in i86o-6t not a fragment remained in 1S66. 

Tidioute’s laurel wreath was Triumph Hill, the highest elevation in the 
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strumputs and plug-uglies, who stole, ganihled. camused aiul did their best to 
break all the commandments at once. Could it have s|H>keti. what tales of 
horror that board-house under the evergreen tree might reconut ! Hapless 
wretche.s were driven to desperation and fitted for the inhTnal regions. Lust 
and liquor goaded men to frensiy, resulting sometimes in homiiath- or snicidi'. 
In an affray one niglit four men were shot, oiu! ‘lying in an hour .‘ind another in 
six weeks. Iten. Hogan, who laughed at the ftjeble efiforts of the township-con. 
stable to suppress his resort, was arrested, tried for munh raml acquitti tl on 
the plea of self-defence. The shot that killed the first victim was snpposetl to 
have been fire'd by '* French Kate,” Hogan's mistress. She had h-tl the tl.tmi- 
monde in Washington and led susceptible congressmen astray. lUm met her 
at 1 ithole, where he landed tn the summer of 1865 au<l ntn a v.irhuy-shovv that 
would make the vilest on the Bowery blush to the roots of its hair. Ht< Imd 
been a prize-fighter on land, a pirate at sea, a bouutyjiimis-r att.I bhs^kuthj- 
runner, and prided himself on Iris title of the “ Wicktslest M.tn in the World," 
Sentenced to death for his crimes agaitist the government. President Mnt oln 
pardoned him and he joined the myriad reckless spirits tlint waight fresh adven- 
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tnrc‘S ill tin* I*(*nnsylvani;i hi a few months the Scripture legend — 

“Babylon has fallen “—applied to the malodorous Warren town. The tiger 
can “change his siiots” by moving from one spot to another—and so could 
Hogan. Hi* was o( medium lunglit, sciuare-shouldered, stout-limbed, exceed- 
ingly muscular and traiiual to use his fists. He fought Tom Allen at Omaha, 
sported at Saratoga and in 1872 ran “The Floating Palace “—a boat laden with 
harlots and whiskey— at Parker. The weather growing too cold and the law 
too liot for comfort, he opened a den and built an oiiera-house at Petrolia. In 
“Hogan’s Ca.Htle“ many a clever young man learned the short-cut to disgrace 
and pt‘rdition. Now and then a frail girl met a sad fate, lint the carnival of 
debauchery wtsit on witlumt interruption. Hogan put on airs, dressed in the 
loudest style and would have been the burgess had not the election-board 
counted him out 1 A fearless newsiiaper forcing him to leave Petrolia, Hogan 
went east to engage in “the sawdust swindle,” returned to the oil-regiims in 
1B75, built an operadiouse at Pdk City, decamped frtim Bullion, rooted at Tar- 
port and Bratlfurd and departed by night for New York. Surfeited with revelry 
and filKHit to start for Pari.s to open a joint, he heard music at a hall on Broad- 
way and Hat down to wait for the show to begin. Charles Sawyer, “the con- 
verted soak,” ap|>eared shbrtly, read a chapter from the Bible and told of his 
rescue from tlie gutter. Ben was deeply impressed, signed the pledge at the 
t!lose of the service, agonised in his room until morning and on his knees 
implored forgiveness. How surprised the angels must have been at the spec- 
tacle of the prodigal In this attitude 1 After a fierce struggle, to quote his own 
words, “peace filled my soul chock-full and I felt awful happy.” He claimed 
to lie converted iind set to work earnestly to learn the alphabet, that he might 
rend the Scriptures and be an evangelist. He married “French Kate,” who 
also profesHec.l religion, but it didn’t strike in very deep and she eloped with a 
tough. Mr. Moody wekxmied Hogan and advised liim to traverse the country 
to ofiket as far as iiossflda Ifm former misdeeds. Amid the scenes of his grossest 
oflenHCH Ills reception varied. High-toned Christians, who would not touch a 
downTTodden wretc*h witli a tmi-foot pole, turned iq) their delicate noses and 
rtifused to ctamtenance “the low impostor.” They forgot that he sold his 
ji‘wch V aiul iimst of his rUithes, lived on bread and water and endured manifold 
privatitmH to hei nme a bearer of the gospel-message. P>en ministers who pro- 
Haimed that “the bltiod iif Clirist cleanses from aii sin” doubted Hogan’s 
salvation and showed him the cold shoulder in the chilliest orthodox fashion. 
He stnek maufuUv ami for eighteen years has labored j<;ealc>UBly in the vineyard. 
Jutlglng from hk struggles and triumphs, k it too much to believe that a front 
seat ami a gol<lan crown are reserved for the reformed pugilist, felon, robber, 
liHHaHHlii tif virtm* and right liower of Old Kick? Unlike straddlers in politics 
and piety, who want to go to Heaven on velvet-cushions and pneumatic tires. 

fl© tloMiia stand on one foot fust, 

An' then itand on th® other, 

An' on which one he feeli the wust 
He couldn't tell you nuther." 

The expectation of an extension of the belt northward was not fulfilled 
imrncdlatc^ly. Welk at Irvineton, on the Brokenstraw and tributary runs, failed 
tc» (ind the c*ovctc-d lluid. Captain Dingley drilled two wells on Sell’s Rim, 
thnH‘ miles esast i»f Irvineton, in 1873, without slitting the jugular. A test well 
at Warrcai, near the* mouth id* Conowango Creek, bored in 1864 and burned as 
pumping was aluait t(^ begin, had fair sand and a mite of oil. John Bell’s 
oiHtalions in 1875 cqaaied an amber pool up the creek that for a season crowded 
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the hotels three dee]) with visitors. 'They l>ort‘d <U)/t‘ns <»!’ wells, yet the |>ne 
ductioii never reiu'hed one-thousand barrels and in l(»ur months tin* pateh was 
cordoned by dry holes and as (|uiet as a cenielc'ry. 'The crowds exhaled like 
morning dew. Warren is a i>retty town of four-thousatul population, its locxititai 
and natural advantages offering rare indvu'ements to people of relinemenl and 

enterprise. Its .site was surveyed iii 1795 and the 
first shipnumt of linnber to bittslairg was made 
in iBoi. bu'orporated as a borotigh in rail- 

road communi<‘atiou with Mrie was secured in 
1859, with Oil C'ity in 1867 am! with Ilradford in 
i8«Hi. Many of the private residences are nunlels 
ofgood taste. Massive brickd>l«H*ks, st^lveni banks, 
churches, stores, higlegrade schools, sluuled streets 
and nu)d(‘rn conveniences evidence its substantial 
prosperity. Hon. d'hoinas Struthers lie Imilt sec- 
tions of the Philadelphia Mrie and tlie OibC'reek 
railroads and established big iniUHVSjrks— iluriatet 
a splendid brick building for a library, <»peraduiuHe 
and post-oflice. flis grandson, who iiilieritetl his 
millions and tiled in hehniary, i%6, was a mild 
edition of ** Coal 4 )il johnnte in scattering money. 
Lumbering, the principal industry for three gerue 
rations, enriched the community. Col. Lewas IL Watstm repreHentetl the district 
twice in Congress and left an estate of four-millions, amassed in lumber and tal. 
He owned most of tlte township bearing his name, I Ion. CliarleH W. Stone, his 
successor, ranks with the foremost memlrersof the I foUHe in ability ami influ- 
ence. A Ma.ssachusetts boy, he .set out in life ns 11 teadier, c'ame to Warrmi tt> 
take charge of the academy, was county-superintendent, studied liivv iiud rtme to 
eminence at the liar. He was ele<*ted I.ieutenant*Ck>vernor of tlie Htatr, served 
as Secretary of the Commonwealth and would Ik? 



Governor of Pennsylvania to-day had “the fore- 
sight of the Ret^ublicans been as good as their 
lundsiglit, ’ ’ He has prolitable oil-interests, is serv- 
ing his fourth term in Congress and may l^e nomi- 
nated the fifth time. Alike fortunate in his |K>lItical 
and profes.sional career, his social relations, Ins 
business connections and his personal friendHhl|>8, 
Charles W, Stone holds a place in public esteem 
few men are privileged to attain. 

At Clarendon and Stoneham hundredfi of mnig 
wells yielded three-thousand barrels a day from 11 
regular sand that did not exhaust readily. South- 
ward the Garfield district held on fairly and a niir- 
row-gauge railroad was built to Farnsworth. The 
Wardwell pool, at Glade, four miles east of War- 
ren, fi^^.ed after the manner of Clierry Grove, rich 
in buried hopes and dissipated greenbacks. P. 
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drilled the first well-a sixty-barreler— dose to the ferry In July c.f 1S73. Dry- 
holes and small wells alternated with provoking um-enainty uutll |. A. Cart- 
land’s twelve-hundred-barrel gusher on the Clnrk fiimt, in May of iWs, inaugu- 
rated a panic in the market that sent crude down to fifty t wits. Thts same day 
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tlu‘ Ihilon Oil-Cotnpauy linislu*cl a rour-lmndnid-bam-l spoulcr and May ended 
with filty-stK wells jn'tKluein^ and a sc'ore of dusters. June and July continued 
llu‘ rt*frain, values see-sawing; as reports of dry-holes or fifteeu-hundred-barrel- 
strikes, some of them worked as “ mysteries,” bamboozled the trade. Ward- 
wadi’s production ascended to twelve-thousand barrels and fell by the dizziest 
jumt>s to as many Inindred, the porous rock draining" with the speed of alightning- 
c'alculaU)r. Ilona devt!loped a lasting deposit of sui)erior oil. Kane has a 
leitipting streak, in wliieh Thomas li. Simpson and other Oil-City parties are 
interested, (las has been found at Wilcox, Johnsoiiburg and Ridgway, Elk 
county, taking a sli(*k band in the game. Kiimia, four miles north-east of Ward- 
well, revealed lU) parli(‘uhir cause why the spirit of mortal ought to be proud. 
Although Forest and Warren, with a slice of Elk thrown in, were demoralizing 
fac'tors in 1882 3 4, their aggregate outimt vvcmlcl only be a light luncheon for 
tile polar bear in Mc’Kean county. 

The Tidioute belt, varying in narrowness from a few rods to a half-mile, 
was one of the most satisfactory ever discovered. When lessees fully occupied 
tile flats Captain A. J. Tliornpstm drilled a two-hnndred-barrel well on the point, 
at the junction of Dingley and Dennis Runs. Quickly the summit was scaled 
and amid drilling wells, pumping wells, oil-tanks and engine-houses the town 
of Triumph was created. Triumph Hill turned out as much money to the 
ac're as any 8i>ot in Oildom. The sand was the thickest— often ninety to one- 
hundred-imd-ten feet —and the purest the oil-region afforded. Some of the 
wells pumfH^d twenty yeari. Salt-water was too plentiful for comfort, but lialf- 
acre plots were grabbed at one-half royalty and five-hundred dollars bonus. 
Wells jammed so closely that a man could walk from Triumph to New Ixindon 
and Iliibylon on the steam-boxes connecting them. Percy Shaw— he built the 
Shaw Home— had a “royal flush*’ on Dennis Run that netted two-hundred- 
thousimd dollars. From an investment of fifteen-thousand dollars E. E. and 
J. M. Cliipp cleared a half-million. 

“Spirits” located the first well at Stoneham and Comen Brothers’ gasser 
at Clarendon furnished the key that unlocked Cherry Drove. Gas was piped 
from the Cornen well to Warren and Jamestown. Walter Horton was the 
moving spirit In the Sheffield field, holding interests in the Darling and Blue 
Jay wells and owning fi.irty-thousand acres of land in Forest county. McGrew 
Brothers, of Pittsl-mrg, spent many thousands seeking a pool at Garland. Gran- 
dln Kelly’s operations below Balltown exploded tlics theory that oil would 
not be found on the soutlt side of Tionesta Creek. Cherry Grove was at its 
a|>ex when, In July of 1884, with Farnsworth and Garfield boiling over, two 
wells on the Thomas farm, a mile south-east of Ricliburg, flowed six-hundred 
barrels apiece. They were among the largest in the Allegany district, but a 
three-line mention In the Bradford Era was all the notice given the pair. 

To the owner of a tract near “646,” who offered to sell it for fifty-thousand 
clolliiri, a Bradford operator replied: “I would take it at your figure if I 
thought my check would ba paid, but I’ll take it at forty-five-thousand whether 
the check Is paid or not !’* The check was not accepted. 

Tack Brothers drilled a dry-hole twenty-six-hundred feet in Millstone town- 
ship, Elk county. Grandln & Kelly drilled four-thousand feet in Forest county 
and got lots of geological information, but no oil. 

Get off the train at TrunkeyviUe— a station-house and water-tank— and 
climb up the hill towards Ftigundae. After walking through the woods a mile 
an opening appears. A man is plowing. The soil looks too poor to raise 



2 os .s'Avr/v y//uv /x c'xr 7 >/>(>//., 

grasshoppers, 3Ttthat man during the oihcxrittmient refuse’d an oflhr of sixty- 
thousand dollars for this farm. His principal reason was that he f«.‘ure<l a suit- 
able house into which to move his family could not bt* obtained! On a little 
farther a pair of old l)ull“wheels, lying uniused, tells that the tuua! produdive 
Faguudas i>ool has l)eeu readied. A short distance alu'ud on an emineiu'e is a 
church. This is South Faguudas. No sound save the crowing of a tiiuiUideer 
from a distant farm-yard breaks the silence, 'Fhe nu*rry voices heard iu the 
seventies are no longer audible, the drill and pump are not at w«irk, file dwelF 
ings, stores and hotels have disappeared. The dt*serled <*luirch stands alone. 
A tew landmarks linger at Faguudas proper, I'here is one stt>rt^ and no place 
where the weary traveler can quench his tliirst. 'Fhe nearest resetnliluiua* to ii 
drinking-place is a boy leaning over a barrel drinking rain-water vvliile aiujther 
lad holds him by the feet Faguudas is certainly “dry.” The stranger is 
always taken to the Venture well. Its appearant'e diOers little from tlmt of 
himdreds of other abandoned wells. I'he (‘onductor and the casing liave not 
been removed. Robert W. Pimm, who Imilt the rig, still lives at Fagundas. 
He will be remembered by many, for he is a jovial felknv and was “ one of the 
boys,’* The McQuade—the biggest in the field the Bird and the Red Walk- 
ing-beam were noted wells. If Dr. Stillson were to hunt up the ofikaj wlmre 
he extracted teeth “without pain” he wtaikl find the building used an a poultry, 
house. Men went to Fagundas poor and departed with sufiident wealtli to live 
in luxury the rest of their lives; others went wealthy and lost evt’fything in a 
vain search for the greasy fluid. Passing through what was known m Gillespie 
and traversing three miles of a lonely section, covered with st:rubH)nk and 
small pine, Triumph is reached. It is not the ITiumph oiFnien knew twenty- 
five years ago, when it had four-thousand population, fi>ur good liutels, two 
drug-stores, four hardware-stores, a half-doa^eii grtK^eries and inaity other places 
of business. No other oil-field ever held so many derricks upon the same area. 
The Clapp farm has a production of twelve barrels |)er day. lVi«*es of the 
town are almost completely blotted out. I'he pilgrim traviding over llte lull 
would never suspect that a rousing oil-Umai ocaaipied the farm on wlitdi an 
industrious Swede has a cro|> of oats. Along Babylon hill, once dotted with 
derricks thickly as trees in the forest, nothing remains to Indicate the spot 
where stood the ephemeral town. 

“ VVt^ arc hut'li situifuN drmms itrr mmip 

John Henderson, ii toll, huntlsome nmn, aiiiie ftoiu the oust dtiring: tin* oil" 
excitement in Warren county anti located at Garfield. In a finht at a Kaiiililitijt- 
house one night George Harkness was thrown out of an ujistairH-window anti 
his neck broken. Foul play wiis suspected, although the twideiu e implifaled na 
one, and the coroner’s jury returned a verdict of accidental ile.itli. Harkness 
had left a young bride in Philadelphia and was out to seek hi.s fortune. I len- 
derson, feeling in a degree responsible for his death, lagan sending aftonyinoiw 
letters to the bereaved wife, each containing fifty to a hnntlretl tloU.trs. 'Pho 
letters were first mailed every month from Garfield, then from Hrailford, then 
from Chicago and for three years from Montana. In tSy.t she received from 
the writer of the.se letters a request for an interview. ’I’ins u.ih gr.intcsl, tins 
acquaintance ripened into love and the pair were married! Henderson is u 
wealthy stockman in Montana. In 1867 an Phiglish vessel went to pieces In a 
terrible storm on the coast of Maine. The captain uiul tnany paHsengtirH w< r« 
drowned. Among the saved were two children, the capiaiti’s dnughtiTS. < )m» 
was adopted by a merchant of Dover, N. H, He gave licr a g<sHl edneathm, 
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slu‘ iJcri'W U[> a bfautiful wonaui iiiul it was she who luarriecl (*eorg’e Harkuess 
and John I leiulerson. 

Halltown was tin* chief pet of T. J. Vandergrift, now head and front of the 
VVoodlaiul Oil'C ‘ouipany, atid he harvesletl bushels of money from the middle- 
field. '* ( )p " Vandergrift is not an apiJrenlice in t)elroleum, I le added to his 
rt‘putation in the iniddle-field leading the opposition to the mystery-dodge. 
Na|>tdcon or C#raut was not a finer tactician. 

His clever plans were executed without a hitch 
or a VVatt‘rluo. He neither lost his temper nor 
wasletl his powder. The man who “fights the 
devil with fire“ is apt to run short of ammuni- 
tion, hut VauderKrift knew the ropes, kept his 
own counsel, was “c‘ool as a cucumber’^ and 
wem in an easy canter. He i.s obliging, social, 
ntanfidly independent and a zeaUuis worker in 
the PrtKlucers* Assticiation. It m narrated that 
he went to Hew York three years ago to dose 
II big tleal for Ohio territory he had been asked 
to sell. He named the price and was told a 
Bubd-Kiss at Oil City must pass upon the matter. 

Gentlemen,’* he said, “ I am not going to Oil 
City on any inch errand, I came prepared to 
transfer the profierty and, if you want it, I shall 
hi* in tlu* city until noon tiHiiorrow to receive the money !” The cash— three- 
htnuircHbihonNaml tlollars-«-was paid at eleven o’clock. Mr. Vandergrift has 
interestfi in PennHylvania, Ohio, West-Virginia and Kentucky. He knows a 
good Imrst*, a gtKal story, n good lease or a good fellow at sight and a wildcat- 
well clta*s not frighten him oil the track. His home is at Jamestown and his 
ollk*o at Flltetnirg. 

Anclior Oibt'ompany’s No. i, the first well finished near “646,“ in 
Warrt»n county, flowed two-thousand barrels a day on the ground until tanks 
(nniUl be tirovidi^d. It Ininu^d when flowing a thousand barrels and for ten 
tlivs could not be i*xtinguislaal. One man wanted te steam it to death, another 
to drown It, anotlier to sic|uce55e its life out, another to smother it with straw, 
another to dig n hole and cut off the liow, another to roll a big log over it, 
another to blow out Its brains with dynamite, another to blind it with carbolic 
ueld, anotlua’ to thrt>w up earth-works and so on until the pestered owners 
wished tivedumdred crirnks were in tha a.sylum at North Warren. Pipes were 
tinally attached in such a way as to draw off the oil and the flame died out, 

l 1 to first funeral at Fagmulas was a novelty. A soap-peddler, stopi’iing at 
tlm Roofing House mm niglit, died of delirium-tremens. He was put into a 
rougfi eoilw imd a small party m% off to inter the corpse. Somebody thought 
it ttwim to bwry a fcllow-crcature without some signs of respect. The party 
ret urtu*cl to the hotel with the body, a large crowd assembled in the evening, 
flowt*rs ilccoratetl the casket, services were conducted and at dead of night 
two fntndred oil men followed the friendless stranger to his grave. 

Thin year, at a drilling well near Tiona, the workmen of Contractor Meeley 
werti iurprised to strike oil three feet from the surface. A stream of the real 
stuff flowed over the top of the derrick, scattering seven men who happened to 
be stindlng on the floor. Fortunately no fire was about the structure, hence 
a tht^rough totklng with seventy-cent crude was the chief damage to the crew 
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aiul the spectators. Visions of a new sand cl(»st' lo tlu* ^rass*roots iilk*d the 
minds of all beholders. At that rate every man, woman, hoy, |.*iri and baby 
who could burrow a yjird into the eartli might liave a paying well. I he cool- 
headed foreman, R. G. dliompsoii, decided to invesligati* !)eft)re ordering- 
tankage and taking down the tools. He disc’evennl that tin* tlerrick hatl been 
set directly above a six-inch pipe-line, which the bit hail punctured, thus let- 
ting the oil escai)e under the heavy pressure of a fifty ton pumi>. Word was 
sent to the pump-station to shut off the How, a new joitit of pi|H* was put in and 
drilling proceeded to tlie third sand without furtluT disttirhanta*. 

One bright day in the summer of 1873 «tn aiHive youth, !>i‘ardless and l>oy“ 
ish in appearance, dropped into luigundas. With little cash, hut no end of en- 
ergy and pluck, he soon picked up a lease, h'ortune snhletl U|H)n him and he 

follow^ed the surging title to tlie diflerent 
pastures as they came into lint*. I le ope- 
rated at BratUbnl, Ticma, Clarendon, in 
Clarion county, in Ohio am! Indiana. 
VW*st Virginia lias been his best hold for 
some years, and the lioys all know W. f 1. 
Staley as a live oilman, who has stayed 
with tile procession two»do/.en years. 

Stories of the late E. IL Clapp’s rare 
humor and rare goodness of heart might 
l>e recited by the score. He never grew 
weary helping the poor and the unfor- 
tunate. Once II xeiilous Mtilhodist minis- 
ter, whose meagre salary was not half- 
paid, thouglit of leaving histniislon from 
lack of supiwt. Clapp heiird the tale 
and handed the goiKi miiii 11 sealed enve- 
lope, tellitig him not to open it until he 
readied home iind gave It to his wife. It 
w. H. gTALKY. contained a check for fiveduinclretl-dol- 

lars. Like thousands of producers, Clapp wim sued liy the torpedo-inoiiopoly 
for alleged infringement of the Roberts patent. Meeting CkiL IC A. L. RoIktIh 
at Titusville while the suit was pending, he was Invited to git through the great 
building Roberts Brothers were completing. The delegate from Prttsklent 
peered into the corners of the first room a.H tlioygh looking for fnimiithhig* 
The Coloners curiosity was aroused and he inttuired what the vkiUir meant. 
‘‘Oh,” came the quick rejoinder, ” Pm only trying to fmtl where the twenty- 
thousand-dollars Pva paid you for torimdoos may he built in Ihewe walls !** A 
laugh followed and Roberts proposed to ^piare the milt, wlilrit wm done 
forthwith. At a country-fair E. Harvey, the Oil-City muHic*ileiiler. playtal 4ind 
sang one of Gerald Massey’s sublime compositions with thrilliiig tdicet . Amt wtg 
the eager listeners was K. E. Clapp, beside whom HtoiKl a fiiri«cr*H wife. The 
woman shouted to Harvey ; “Tech it off agin, stranger, but don’t iitiiko wi 
much noise yerself 1 ” Poor Harvey— dead long agt>—sutwidcd fincl Clapp tocik 
up the expression, which he often quoted at the exiHUiHe of ttK|iiarifi«fi m*- 
qiiaintances. Humanity lost a friend when lulwlii limmctl Clapp left the 
smooth roads, of President to walk the golden streets of the New Jt^riiHiiletn. 

Up the winding river proved In not a few instiuict*^ th*^ Mtriilgltl patli to a 
handsome fortune, while some found only nhmln and ritilck^ainli. 



'VllK AMKN CORN ICR. 

lU'tUi’ a kink in lha hair than a kink in lli(‘ (‘haraOtT. 

(haul rrrtuls ar(‘ all right, bill good deeds aro the stuir that won’t shrink 
in (lit* washing. 

I )oinesti(' inrKU‘lity does more harm than unlK‘lieving inlldeUty and hearsay 
knocks hert'sy galley-west as a misehiel-maker. 

Stli'k to the rig'lit with iron nerve, 

Nt»r from the i»alh of duty swerve, 

Then your reward you will deserve. 

'I’he Hai>tists of hVanklin ollhred Rev. Dr. Tw>rimer, tlic eminent Chicago 
divine, a residence aitd eight-thousjind dollars a year to become their pastor. 
How was ifuU for a church in a town of six-thousand population? 

** I’ray pniy pray for — ” The good minister bent down to catch the whis- 
per ofthetlying openitor, whom he had asked whether he should petition the 
throne of grata* i)ray for fivt'-dollar oil I” 

St. jttsei jh's chureh, Oil (City, is the finest in the oil-region anti has the finest 
altar tn the state*, h'ather C!arroll, for twenty years in charge of the parish, is a 
priest whose tiruises all deimminatitins carol, 

Yau “want to bean angel?'* 

Well, no need to look solemn ; 

If you havetiT got what you desire, 
nut an ad. In the want column. 

Hie Presbyterian church at Rouseville, torn down years ago, was built, paid 
for, furnislied luuulHomely and rim nine months before having a settled pastor. 
Not a lottery, fair, bassaar or grab-hag scheme was resorted to in order to raise 
the futulH. 

The Salvation Army once scored a sensational hit in the oil-regions. A 
lieutenant struck a can of nitro-glycerine with his little tambourine and every 
htnise in tlie settlement entertained more or less Salvation-Army soldier for a 
month aher the hlow»up. 

“ Like a tawyer’i work is life-™ 

The pretent makes the flaw, 

And the only field for strife 
li the inch before the saw.” 

“What are the wages of sin?” asked the teacher of Ah Sin, the first Chi- 
nese kiundrymtin at Bradford, who was an attentive member of a class in the 
Sunday-school. Promptly came the answer: “ Sebenty-flive cente a dozen ; 
nt> chettkee, no wiiHltee !” 

The first stnind of a church-bell at Pithole was heard on Saturday evening, 
March ^4. 1H66, from the Methodist- P-piscopal belfry. The first church-bell at 
Oil City was hung in a derrick by the side of the Methodist church, on the site 
of a groi'cry t opposite the BUsmrd office. At first Sunday was not observed. 
hlowiiig-wcllH flowed am! owners of pumping wells pumped as usual. Work 
went right along mtvim tlays in the week, even by people who believed the 
higlu-a n pc ofchnrch was not an engine-house, with a derrick for its tower, a 
wt*ll for it *: Bible and a tube spouting oil for its preacher. 

” If y©w hav© itiUle words atid looks, my friends, 

To ipare for m®— if you have tears to shed 
That I have aufft rtd—keep ihmi not I pray 
tlntll I hear not, see not, being dead.” 

.Many people regard religion as they do small-pox ; they desire to have it 
lifi light m pohsibk* and are very careful that it does not mark them. Most peo- 
pl«^ whidi tliiT perform an act of charity prefer to have it like the measles— on 
the taU mb* It <*an he icon, Oil-ragion folks are not built that way. 
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The C»keat Bradford Region Looms Up—Milks of First-Class Territory 
~Lkai)IN(j Operators— John McKkown’s Millions— Many Lively Towns 
-Over the Nkw-York Border — All Aboard for Richburg— Crossing 
INTO Canada— Shaw's Strike— The Polar Region Plays a Strong Hand 
IN the Game of Tapping Nature's Laboratory. 


“ Lik«i youthful steers unyoked, they take their courses novih/ '-SkaJtes/i^am. 

“ Be sure you’re right, then go ahead .”— CracML 

“Tea folier de no’th star an’ yu’ll come out right, shuah.”— /oif/ Chandler /iarris, 
“Better a year of Bradford tnau a cycle of Cathay.”— A. M. Morion, 

“ He did it with all his heart, and prospered .” — ll Chronicles xxxi: it. 

“ Tlie Temple of Fame has, you see, many departments.”— Besant. 

“ Bid the devil take the hindmost.”— 

“When Greeksjolned Greeks then was the tug of war.”— 

“ Nature must give way to art.”— 

“ The wise and active conquer by daring to attempt,"— 

“ God helps them that help themselves.”— 

“ The north breathes steadily beneath the stars.”— .5*^^//#^. 


NEW YORK 



m'kran county, pa. 


,IL CRPIEK and its 
varied branches, Pit- 
hole and its suburbs, 
Poorest and Warren 
had figured credital)ly in 
oil-developments, but the 
Ma.stodou of the North was 
yet to come. “ The goal 
of yesterday shall lie the 
starting point of to-mor- 
row” is especially true of 
oil-operation.s. At times 
men have supposed the 
limits of juicy territory had 
been reached, only to be 
startled by the unexpected 
opening of a larger, grand- 


er field than any that preceded it Guessing the weather a month ahead in 
child’s play in comiiarison with guessing where oil may be found in paying 
quantity. Geology is liable to shoot wide of the mark, so that the drill is the 
one indisputable te.st, from which there is no appeal for an injunction or a 
reversal of the verdict. Years of waling sharpened the appetite of the polar 
bear for tlie feast to be spread in McKean county and across the New-York 
border. Tempting tidbits prepared the hungry animal to digest the rich courses 
that were to follow in close succeasion, until the whole world was cloyed and 
gorged, and surfeited with petroleum. It could not hold another mouthful, and 
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the surplus had to he stored in huj^e tanks ready for the dentantl eerhuu to 
eonie some day and empty the vast receptacles of their last drc»p. 

“Still linger, In tnir ntirthern elinu*, 

Some renumnts of the gotnl t>l(t time." 

The United States Land»Company, holdiiiK^ a tiuarter-millicm acres in 
McKean and adjoining counties, in 1837 sent Col. Levitt C. little from New 
Hampshire to look after its interests. He located on Tuna Creek, eight miles 
from the southern border of New-York state. The Wel)sters arrived in 1838, 
journeying l)y canoe from Olean. Other families settled in die valley, founding 
the hamlet of Littleton, which in 1858 adopted tlic name of llradford4md l)ecaine 
a borough in 1872, with Peter T. Kennedy as burgess. The vast forests were 
divided into huge blocks, such as the Bingham, Borden, Clark Bi Babcock, 
Kingsbury and Quintuple tracts. Lumber was rafted to distant points and 
thousands of hardy woodmen “shantied in rougli huts each winter, Hiey 
beguiled the long evenings singing coar.se songs, playing t!ards, imbibing the 
vintage of Kentucky or New England front a hlac’k jug and telling stories so 
bald the mules drooped their ears to hide their Itlimhes, But they were oixm* 
hearted, sternly honest, sticklers for fair-play, hard-working and admirable 
forerunners of the approaching civilization. To the sturdy Idows of the rugged 
chopper and raftsman all classes are indebted ft_>r fuel, slielter and innumeriible 
comforts. Like the rafts they steered to IMttsburg iind the wild lieiists they 
hunted, most of these brave fellows have drifted away never to return. 

Six-hundred inluibitants dwelt peacefully at Bradford ten yeiirs aftc*r the 
Pithole bubble had been blown and pricked. The locomotive and track of a 
branch of the P>ie Railroad had supplanted A. W. Newell’s rude enginti, which 

■ transported small loads to and from Carrollton, An imclent coach, weather- 

■ beaten and worm-eaten, sufficed for the mmnty |msicngcr*trafic and the cpiet 
borough bade fair to stay in the old rut indefinitely. The collection of friimes 
labeled Tarport— a suit of tar and feathers presented to si frisky dittilzen begot 
the name— snuggled on a muddy road a mile northward, Seven tulles further, 
at Limestone, the “spirits” directed Job Moses to buy ten-thousand tieroi of 
land. He bored a half-dozen shallow wells in 1864, getting some oil and gas. 

Jonathan Watson sklrmislied two miles eiist of 
LimesUme, fimling iliglit llrift*s q( greiisincsi. 
A milt^ south-wcHl of Moses the Crosby well was 
dry. Anothf?r mile soiitli tlitt Oliiiitecl well, on 
the Oooks farm, struck 11 viiiri of oil at nine- 
hundred feet and flowed twenty barrels on July 
fourteenth, 1875. The iaiid wm jMior itnd dry» 
htiles south imd west augured III for the terri- 
tory. Fretlerick Croc:ker drilled n duster early 
in 1875 on the KingHbury lands, oust side of Tuna 
Creek. I Ce hml grit unci tix|xirlencts and leased 
an angular ple<a^ ground fornit?d liy a liend of 
the creek for his second venture. It wits purl of 
the Watkins farm, a mile iilxive Tiirpcirt A 
half-mile south -west, on the Iliiidiey farm, the 
Foster OibCompiiny hud sunk a twenty-biirrel 
well In 1872, which somehow piifim*d uiiiiotired. 
On Sei)teml)er Iwtmty-Hixth, 1875, f^^«t a shale and skde at iiiiieditmdred fret, 
the Crockttr w<‘ll fh»we<l one-hundred-and-seventy liiirrels. Tills oiHtiied the 
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gfay ball which was to transmute the Tuna Valley from its arcadian simplicity to 
the intense bustle of the grandest petroleum-region the world has ever known. 
The valley soon echoed and re-echoed the music of the tool-dresser and rig- 
huilder and the click of the drill as well as the vigorous profanity of the 
imported teamster. Frederick Crocker, who drilled on Oil Creek in i860 and 
devised the valve which kept the Empire well alive, had won another victory 
and the great Bfadford field was born. He lived at Titusville fifteen years, 
erected the home afterwards occupied by Dr. W. B. Roberts, sold his Bradford 
property, operated in the Washington district and died at Idlewild on February 
twenty-scaond, 1895. Mr. Crocker possessed real genius, decision and the 
qualities which ‘Trorn the nettle danger pluck the flower success.’’ Active to 
the cU)se of his long and useful eighty-threo years, he met death calmly aiKl 
was laid to rest in the cemetery at Titusville. 

Scarcely had the Crocker well tanked its initial spurt ere “the fun grew 
fast and furious.” Rigs multiplied like rabbits in Australia. Train-loads of 
lively delegates from eveiy nook and cranny of Oildom crowded the streets, 
overran the hotels and taxed the commissary of the village to the utmost 
Town-lots sold at New- York prices and buildings spread into the fields. At 
B. C. Mitchell’s Bradford House, headquarters of the oil-fraternity, operators 
and land-holders met and drillers “oflTtour” solaced their craving for “the 
good things of this life ’ ’ playing billiards and practising at the hotel-bar. Hun- 
dreds of big contracts were closed in the second-story room where Lewis 
Emery, “Judge” Johnson, Dr. Book and the advance-guard of the invading 
hosts assembled. Main street blazed at night with the light of dram-shops and 
the gaieties incidental to a full-fledged frontier-town. Noisy bands appealed 
to lovers of varieties to patronize barnlike-flieatres, stndns of syren music 
floated from beer-gardens, dance-halls of dubious complexion were tlironged 
and gambling-dens ran unmolested. The free-and-easy air of the community, 
too intent chasing oil and cash to bother about morality, captivated the ordi- 
nary stranger and gained “Bad Bradford” notoriety as a combination of Pit- 
hole and Petroleum Centre, with a dash of Sodom and Pandemonium, con- 
densed into a single package. In February of 1879 city-charter was granted 
and James Broder was elected mayor. Radical reforms were not instituted 
with undue haste, to jar the sensitive feelings of tlie incongruous masses gath- 
ered from far and near. Their accommodating nature at last adapted itself* 
to a new state of affairs and accepted gracefully the restrictions imposed for the 
general welfare. Checked temporarily by the Bullion spasm in 1876-7, the 
influx redoubled as the lower country waned. Fires merely consumed frame- 
structures to hasten tine advent of costly brick-blocks. Ten churches, schools, 
five banks, stores, hotels, three newspapers, street-cars, miles of residences and 
fifteen-thousand of the liveliest people on earth attested the permanency of 
Bradford’s boom. Narrow-gauge railroads circled the hills, traversed , spider- 
web trestles and brought tribute to the city from the outlying districts. The 
area of oil-territory seemed interminable. It reached in every direction, until 
from sixteen-thousand mouths seventy-five thousand acres poured their liquid 
treasure. The daily production waltzed to one-hundred-thousand barrels! 
Iron-tanks were built by the thousand to store the suqilus crude. Two, three or 
four-thousand-barrel gushers were lacking, but wells that yielded twenty-five to 
two-hundred littered the slopes and valleys. The field was a marvel, a phe- 
nomenon, a revelation. Bradford passed the mushroom-stage safely and was 
not snuffed out when developments receded and the floaters wandered south 
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in quest of fresh excitement. To-day it is a thriving railroad and manufactur- 
ing centre, the home of ten-thousand intelligent, iude[>endent, go-ahead citizens, 
proud of its past, pleased with its present and confident of its future. 

To trace operations minutely would be an endless task. Crocker sold a 
half-interest in his well and drilled on an adjacent farm. Gillespie, Buchanan 
& Kelly came from Fagundas in 1B74 and sank tlie two hagundas wells— 
twenty and twenty-five barrels — a half-mile west of Crocker, in the fall and win- 
ter. Butts No. I, a short distance north, actually flowed sixty liarrds iu Nov<-m- 
ber of 1874. Jackson & Walker’s No. i, on tlie Kennedy farm, north edge of 
town, on July seventeenth, 1875, flowed twenty barrels at elevtai-lumdred feet. 
The dark, pebbly sand, the best tapped in IVIcKean up to that ckite, encour- 
aged the belief of better strata down the Tuna. On Decemlier first, tw*o months 
after Crocker’s strike, the yield of the Bradford <listri(t was tw'o-Iumdred-and- 
ten barrels. The Crocker was dc»ing fifty, the Olmsted twenty-five, tlu; Butts 
fifteen, tlie Jackson & Walker twenty and all others from one to six aiuece. 
The oil, dark-colored and forty-five gravity, was lijadetl on biric cars dircM*t 
from the wells, most of which were beside the tracks. The Union Ccim|Kmy 
finished the first pipe-line and pumped oil to Olean the lust week of November. 
Prentice, Barbour 81 Co. were laying a line through the district imd 1875 dosed 
with everything ripe for the millenium these glimmerings forcshiidowecL 

■ Lewis Emery, richly dowered with Oil-Creek experience imtl tlie get-up- 
and-get quality that forges to the front, was an early iirriviil at Bradford. He 
secured the Quintuple tract of five-thousand acres and drilled a test well on the 
Tibbets farm, three miles south of town. Its success ctinflrmt?d his judgment 
of the territory and began the wonderful Quintuple devdopment. The Quin- 
tuple rained staying wells on tli© lucky, plucky graduate from Pioneer, quickly 
placing him in the millionaire-diiss. He built blocks and refineries, o|>ern?d an 
immense hardware-store, constructed pi|>e-lines, estnblinhcd 11 diilly-|ia|H‘r, 
served two terms in the Senate and opjKised the Standard ** tooth iind tocMmI!.** 
Thoroughly earnest, he chamiiions a cause with unflindiing tcfiiirlt.y. He owns 
a big ranche in Dakota, big lumber-tracts and giiw-mil!s In Kentucky, a l>ig 
oil-production and a big share in the United-Statts Pi|>e-I Jne. He liai traveled 
over Europe, inspected the Russian oibfiekls and giitliered in his private 
museum the rarest collection of curiosities and objecti of Interesti in the stnte. 
Senator Emery is a staunch friend, a fighter who **dcMmit*t know wlieii he k 
whipped,” liberal, progressive, fluent in conversation iind firm in his convictions. 

“ A print*® can mak’ a kiiiglit, 

A duke and a* Uiat ; 

But an hmicfit man’s tbntm lili mig lit— 

Quid faith, he mamma fa* that.** 

Hon. David Kirk sticks faithfully to Emery in his hard-sletltliiiK to array 
petroleumites against the Stiindnrd. He manages tli« Mi-tialnumt f>il-C«m- 
pany, which operated briskly in tlie Forest pools, at Itmdforel anti Rkhhurg. 
Mr. Kirk is a rattling speaker, positive in his sentiments and frank In r^spress- 
ing his views. He extols Pennsylvania petroleum, backs the outsitle pipt-liiies 
and is an influential leader of the Producers’ AssiK'ialion. 

Dr. W. P. Book, who started at Plumer, ran big hoti'W at Parker and Mil- 
lerstown and punched a hole in the Butler fiehl ca'casionally, l«*asi‘d nluedutn* 
dred acres below Bradford in the summer of 1H75. He laired tw<»-htmdre<l 
wells, .sold the whole bundle to Captain J. T. J<itu‘s and went to WHshington 
Territory with eight-hundred-thoussind dollars to engage In hiinlairing and 
banking. Captain Jones landed on Oil Creek after the war, in whkrh lie was a 




yj BEE-LhSfE EOR THE NORTH. 217 


brave soldier, and drilled thirteen dry-holes at Rouseville 1 Repulses of this 
stripe would wear out most itien, but the Captain had enlisted for the campaign 
jiud proposed to stand by his guns to the last. 1 lis fourteenth attempt— a hun- 
dred-barreler on the vShaw farm— recoui)ed former losses and inaugurated 
thirty years of remarkable prosperity. Fortune smiled upon him in the Clarion 
fieki Pipe-lines, oil-wells, dealings in the exchanges, whatever he touched 
turned into gold. Not handicapped by timid partners, he paddled his own 
canoe and became the largest individual operator in the northern region. 
Accpiiring tracts that proved to be the lieart of the Sislersville held, he is cred- 
ited with rty ceding an offer last year of live-million dollars for his West-Vir- 
ginla and Pennsylvania prof)erti(‘S ! 


holes if they could be dug up and re- 
tailed by the foot, to hve-inillions in 
cash was a pretty stretch onwanl and 
upward. He prt‘ferrcd staying in the 
harness to the obscurity of a im‘re cou- 
pon-clipper. He lives at Bufliilo, con- 
trols his business, enjoys his money, re- 
members his legions of old frit‘nds and 
does not put on airs be- 
cause of marching very 
near the head of the 
oleaginoiLS procession. 


Theodore Barnsdall ha.s never lagged behind since he entered the arena in 
i 860. He operated on Oil Creek atid has been a factor in every important 
district, Marcus Hnlings, reasoning that a paying belt intersected it diagonally, 
secured the Clark & Babcock tract of six-thousand acres on Foster Brook, 
north-east of Bradford. Hundreds of fine wells verified his theory and added a 
half-million to his bank-account. Sitting beside me on a train one day in 1878, 
Mr, Hulings refused three-hundred-diousand dollars, offered l)y Marcus Brown- 
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soil, for his interest in the iiroperty. lie projected the iiarrow-KiuiRe railruad 
from Bradford to Glean and a bevy of oil-towns — (iillnior, Derrick t iiy. Red 
Rock and Bell’s Canip— Inukled and l>K>onied alonK the route. I'Veileric 
Prentice built pipe-lines and tanks, leased a half-township, startetl thirty wells 
in a week on the Melvin farm and organized the Producers’ Consolidated I .and- 
and-Petroleum-Company, big in name, in <iuality and in capital. The American 
Oil-Company’s big oiierations wafted the late W. A. Pullman a million and the 
presidency of the Seaboard Bank in New York, filled Joseph Seep’s stocking 
and saddled a hundred-thou.sand dollars on James Amm. The Hazlewood ( )il- 
Company, guided by Bateman Ckie’s prudent haiul, drilled five-hundre<l wells 
and counted its gtiins in columns of six figures. Robert Leckcy, a first-class 
man from head to foot, was a royal winner. I'Yederick Boden—true-blue, dear- 
grit, sixteen ounces to the pound— fi>rsook Corry to extnict a stream of wealth 
from the Borden lands, six miles ea.st of 'ruriM)rt. Prompt, stjuare anil manly, 
he merited the good luck that rewarded him in Pennsylvania and followed him 
to Ohio, where for four years he has been operating extensively, lloilen’s wells 
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boosted tlie territory east and north. From its Junction with tlte Ttma at Tar- 
port— Kendall is the post-office— to its source off in the hills, Kendall (‘rt.*ek 
steamed and smoked. Tarport expanded to the pro|>ortitms of a hormiKli. 
Two nnrrow-guage roads linked Bradford and Klilred, .Sawyer (Jity, Ri*w City, 
Coleville, Rixford and Duke Centre— oil-towns in all tlie term implies - -keeping 
the rails from rusting. Other narrow-guages diverged to Warren, Mt. Jewett 
and Smethport. The Erie extended its branch south and the Kttrlu-ster ik 
Pittsburg crossed the Kinzua gorge over the higliest railway viaduct -three- 
hundred feet— in this nation of tall projects and tall ftchlevenients. 

Twenty-nine years ago a stout-hearted, strong-limlmi, wiry youth, fn‘»h 
from the Emerald Isle, asked a man at Petroleum Centre fornjoh, (liven a 
pick and shovel, he graded a tank-bottwn deftly and swiftly. He dug, [Htlltrd 
tubing, drove team and earned money doing all sorts of chortst. R«ar«.*d in 
poverty, he knew the value of a dollar and saved his ixsmles. To him ( fildom, 
with its ‘‘oil-princes”— George K. Anderson, Jimthan Watsim, Dr. M. C. 
Egbert, David Yanney, Sam Woods, Joel Sherman and tho Ph!lli{»s Brothem 
were in their glory— was a golden dream. He learned to *‘ run engine,” dres* 
tods, twist tiie temper-screw and handle drilling and pumping-wells expertly. 
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Although neither a prohibitionist nor a prude, he never permitted mountain- 
dew, giddy divinities in petticoats or the prevailing follies to get the better of 
him ii\ his inordinate desire for riches. Drop by drop for three years his frugal 
store increased and he migrated to Parker early in the seventies. Such was 
the young man who ^‘struck his gait” in the northern end of Armstrong 
county, who was to outshine the men he may have envied on Oil Creek, to 
scoop the biggest prize in the petroleum-lottery and weave a halo of glittering 
romance around the name of John McKeown. 

Working an interest in an oil-well, he hit a paying streak and joined the 
pioneers who had sinister designs on Butler county, proverbial for “buckwheat- 
batter ’ ’ and ^ ‘ soap-mines, ’ * At Lawrenceburg, a suburb of Parker, he boarded 
with a comely widow, the mother of two bouncing kids and owner of a little 
cash. He married the landlady and five boys blessed the union of loyal hearts, 
Plis wi%’s money aided him to develop the Widow Nolan farm, east of the coal- 
bank near Millerstown. Regardless of Weller’s advice to “beware of vid- 
ders,” he wedded one and from another obtained the lease of a farm on which 
his first well produced one-hundred-and-fifty barrels a day for a year, a fortune 
in itself. This was the beginning of McKeown’s giant strides. In partnership 
with William Morrisey, a stalwart fellow-countryman— dead for years-— he 
drilled at Greece City, Modoc and on the Cross-Belt. He held interests with 
Parker & Thompson and James Goldsboro, played a lone hand at Martinsburg, 
invested in the Karns Pipe-Line and avoided speculation. He agreed with 
Thomas Hayes, of Fairview, in 1B76, to operate in the Bradford field. Hayes 
went ahead to grab a few tracts at Rixford, McKeown remaining to dispose of 
his Butler properties. He sold every well and every inch of land at top figures. 
No slave ever worked harder or longer hours than he had done to gain a firm 
footing. No task was too difficult, no fatigue too severe, no undertaking too 
hazardou.s to be met and overcome. Avarice steeled his heart and hardened 
his muscles. Wrapped in a rubber-coat and wearing the slouch-hat everybody 
recognized, he would ride his powerful bay-horse knee-deep in mud or snow at 
all hours of the night. It was his ambition to be the leading oil-operator of the 
world. While putting money into Baltimore blocks, bank-stocks and western 
ranches, he always retained enough to gobble a slice of seductive oil -territory. 
Plunging into the northern field “horse, foot and dragoons,” he bought out 
Hayes, who returned to Fairview with a snug nest-egg, and captured a huge 
chunk of the Bingham lands. Robert Simpson, «agent of the Bingham estate, 
fancied the bold, resolute son of Erin and let him pick what he wished from the 
fifty-thousand acres under his care. McKeown selected many juicy tracts, on 
which he drilled up a large production, sold portions at excessive prices and 
cleared at least a million dollars in two or three years 1 As Bradford declined 
he turned his gaze towards the Washington district, bought a thousand acres of 
land and at the height of the excitement had ten-thousand barrels of oil a day I 
His object had been attained and John McKeown was the largest oil-producer 
in the universe. 

Down in Washington, as in Butler and McKean, he attended personally to 
his wells, hired the workmen, negotiated for all materials and managed the 
smallest details. He removed hir family to the county-seat and lived in a plain, 
matter-of-fact way. It had been his intention to erect a forty-thousand-dollar 
house and reside at Jamestown, N. Y. Ground was purchased and the founda- 
tion laid. The local papers spoke of the acquisition he would be to the town, 
om suggesting to haul him into polities and municipal improvements, and 
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McKeown resented the iioloriety by pulling up stakes and lorntinf^ at Washtnf;- 
ton. It often anuised me to hear him denoiinee the papers for caillirig' him 
rich. He was more at home in a derrick than in a dravving-rootn. I'he din of 
the tools boring for petroleum was sweeter to his ears tlian * * I .oliengrin ” or 
“The Blue Danube,” Watching oil streaming’ from liis wells dt-lighted his eye 
more than a Corot or a Meissonier in {i gilt frame, h'or daw-hammer c'oats, 
tooth-pick shoes and vulgar show he had no earthly use. l>etnocrati<‘ in his 
habits and speech, he heard the p(K)r man as patiently as tin* banker or the 
schemer with a “soft snap.” Clothes counted nothing in his judgment of 
people. He enjoyed the hunt for riches more thaii the |>ossession. In nt> sense 
a liberal man, sometimes he thawetl out to friends who gta on the sumty side 
of his frosty nature and wrote checks for church or charity. Hard work was 
his diversion, his diief hapianess. His wells and lands and income grew to 
dimensions it would have slraiued the nc^rves and l>rains of a lialf-th>/en mtm 
to supervise. He had mortgaged his robust constitutimi l^y camstant exposure 
and the foreclosure could not always be postpoiusl. Repeated warntngH were 
unheeded and the strong man broke down just when he tiic»st needed the 
vitality his lavish drafts exhausted. Kminent pliysicijins Imrriecl from 
burg and Philadelphia to his relief, but the i>aiH‘r Iiad gone to protest and on 
Sunday forenoon, February eighth, 1891, at tlu? age of fifty-three, John Mo 
Keown passed into eternity. Father Hendrich adrninisieretl tlie last rites to 
the dying man. He sank into a comatose state and his death was painless. 
The remains were interred in the Catholic cemetery at Lawrenceville, in pres- 
ence of a great multitude that assembled to witness the curtain fall on tlie rntmt 
eventful life in the oil-regions, 

One touching little tale about McKeown, which might adorn the pages of a 
Sunday-school library, has drifted out of Bra<lft»rd. lamding on the platform of 
the dilapidated Erie«Railroad station, upon his hr.st visit to the met rope dm of 
mud and oil, Jolm McKeown, wearing his greasiest .suit, asked a go aip of boys to 
direct him to the Parker House. “ I’ll tell you for a (puirter,” said one. “ PI! 
show you where it is for ten cents.” cln’med in anotlier, “Say, PI! tio it for live 
cents,” remarked a third. “Mister,” said brighPeyed Jinimie IHifty, ”l will 
show you the place for nothing.” So the stranger went with Jimmie. I le Uaik 
tlie lad to a clothing-store, arrayetl him sumptuously in the Iwsi hancPme-cUm uH 
that Bradford could afford and sent tlie hoy away mth a hviMlollar 
Jimmie bought a shoelilack-outfit and began to “shine ’em up ” at ten caaits a 
dip. His good work, cheerfuIneHs aiul rt»a<ly wit !>r<aiglil him many a «|iiarli*r. 
Soon he liired a number of aHsmtants, built a “parlor,” controlled every stand in 
town and at nineteen went west with seven-tliousand dollars in lik |iockets. 
Jimmie Duffie’s luck set all tlie Bradford urchins to lying In wait for striiiigers In 
greasy garments Imed with gtdd-pieces, 

listimates of McKeown’s wealth ranged from three»iiiilllorii to lein A 
guess midway would probably be near the mark. When asked by Dust t>r 
Bradstreet how lie should he rated, his invariable answer w-as ^ “ I pay cash lor 
all I get.” O. D. Bleakley, of Franklin, was appointed gitiirt|i*iii of the 
and Plon. J. W. Lee is Mrs, McKeowm’i legal itdvlm*r. II 11 * olilest boy has 
married, has received his share of the estate iiml in s|ii,iidiiig if freely* A 
younger son was drowned in a pond at the school to wLidi his iiiotficr timit %lw 
bright lad. Once McKeown, desiring to have Dr. AgncwSnindkl opinion at 
the lowest cost, imt on hts poorest garb and smtred a rigiil i*^iiiiiiiiiitioii tipoii 
hiS;promi8e to pay the great Philadelphia practitioner Um dtillaw “iWiwti m 
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he could earn the money.” Tie thanked the doctor, returned in a busincs.s~ 
suil, told of the ruse he had adopted and cemented the acquaintance with a 
('heck for one-hundred dollars. In Baltimore he posed as a hay.seed at a 
forced sale of propt^rty the mortj;*aj 2 :ors calculated to bid in at a fraction of its 
value. He deposited a million dollars in a city-t)ank and appeared at the sale 
in the old suit and slouched hat he had packed in his satchel for tlie occasion. 
Stylish bidders at first ignored the seedy fellow whose winks to the aiudioneer 
elevated the price ten-thousand dollars a wink. One of them hinted to the 
stranger that he might be liidding beyond his limit. ” 1 guess not,” reqilied 
John, ” I pay cash for what I get.” The property was knocked down to him 
for about six-hundred-thousand dollars. He reqiu'sted tlu' attonu'y to tek?- 
phone to the hank whether his chet'k would b 
honored, “(iood for a million!” was the rt 
spouse. Now his triurn|)lis and his spoils hav 
shrunk to the little measure of the gravt* ! 

Through the weary night on his couch he lay 
With the life-tide ebbing fast away. 

When the tide goes out froni the sea-girt lands 
It bears strange freight from the gleaming sands : 

The white-winged ihips, which long may wait 
For the foaming wave and the wind that’s late; 

The treasurei cait on a rock-bound shore 
From itranded ships that shall tail no more, 

And hopes that follow the shining teas— 

Oh 1 the ocean wide ihall win all these. 

But saddest of all that drift to the sea 
Is the human soul to eternity, 

Floating away from a illent tbore, 

Like a fated ship, to return no more." 

The Bradford Oil-Company— J. T, Jones, Wesley Chambers, L. G. Peck 
and L. k\ kVeeman were the principal stockholders- — owned a good share of 
the land on which Greater Bradford was built and ten-thousand acres in the 
northern field. The company drilled three-hundred wells in McKean and Alle- 
gany, realised fifty-thousand dollars from city-lots and its stock rose to two- 
thousand dollars a .share. In i88i Captain Jones bought out his copartners. 
The Blnterprise Transit-Company, managed by John Brown, achieved reputa- 
tion and currency. The McCalmont Oil-Company— -organized during the Bul- 
lion pliantom by David Kirk, I. E. Dean, Tack Brothers and F, A. Dilwortli— 
humped itself in the middle and northern fields, sometimes i)aying three-hun- 
dred-thousand dollars a year in dividends. Kirk & Dil worth founded Great 
Belt City, in Butler county, cutting up a farm and selling hundreds of lots. 
'‘Fanner” Dean, manager of the company, operated in the lower fields, lived 
two ycfars at Richburg, toured the country to preach the gospel according to 
the Greenbackers and won laurels on the rostrum. Frank Tack— frank and 
trustworthy— was vice-president of the New-York Oil-BIxchange and his brother 
is dead. The BMery Oil-Company, the Quintuple, Mitchell & Jones, Whitney 
Wheeler, Melvin and Fuller, George H. Vanvleck, George V. Forman, John 
L, McKinney & Co., Isaac Willets and Peter T. Kennedy were shining lights in 
the Me Kean- Allegany firmament. Kennedy owned the saw-milJ when Brad- 
ford was a lumber camp and his estate— he died at fifty— inventoried eleven- 
hundred-thousand dollars. -Hundreds of small oi,)erators left Bradford happy 
as men should lie with as much money as their wives could spend ; other hun- 
dreds dumped their wall-earnings into the insatiable maw of speculation. 
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The Bradford field was young when Col. John J. Carter, of Titusville, paid 
sixty-thousand dollars for the Whipple farm, on Kendall Creek. hViends 
shook their heads over the purchase, up to that time the largi‘st by a private 
individual in the district, but the farm produced fifteen-hundred-thousand bar- 
rels of oil and demonstrated the wisdom of the deetl. Other prtiperties vvi‘re 
developed by this indefatigable worker, until his production was among the 
largest in the northern region and he could have sold at a price to number him 

with the millionaires. Unaninnnisly duwen presi- 
dent of the Bratiford, Bordell & Kinzua Railroad- 
Company, he completed the line in ninety days from 
the issue of the ('barter and in eigliteen montlis re- 
turnctd the stockholders eighty per cent, in divi- 
dends. President Carter's alnlity in handling the 
protierty saved it to its owners, while t*very other 
narrow-gauge in the system fell into the c'lutches 
of receivers or sold as junk to meet court-cliarges 
for costly litigation. 

All “Old-Timers^* remember the “Ckftitle- 
men's Furnishing^ louse of John J. Carter/' the 
finest establishment of the kind wt‘Ht of New York. 
Young Carter, with a splendid military record, lo- 
cated at Titusville In the summer of immedi- 
atelyafter heingmustered out of the service, and en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits ten years. Like other 
progressive men, !te took interesls In the wild- 
cat ventures that made Pithole, Shamhurg, Petroleum Centre rtnil PkiiHanlvIlle 
famous. From large holdings in Venango, Clarion and loireHt he reafHal ii 
rich harvest. One tract of four-thousand acres In Poorest, inin hiimHl In 
and two-thirds of it yet undrilled, he expects to hand clown to his chikirtm as 
a proof of their father’s business-foresight. He scanned the |)t?iroleiim-h«ri^cm 
around Pittsburg carefully and retained his investments In the middle iind 
upper fields. Taylorstown and McDonald, wnth their rivers of oil, burst forth 
with the fury of a flood and disap[)eared. Sistersville, In West Virgtniii, liiicl 
given the trade a taste of its hidden treasures from ii few scattered welk. 
Much salt-water, little oil and deep drilling discouraged o|H*ritlors. I low to 
produce oil at a profit, with such quamitiei of water to he iHimpefl out, was the 
problem. Col. Carter visited the scene, comprehended the situation, cirvked 
his plans and bought huge blocks of the choicest territory ladore ih« oiMradii 
thought Sistersville worth noticing. This ladd stroke lidded to ihe value of 
eveiy well and lease in West Virginia, Inspired the fiilterliig with rmiriigr iindl 
rewarded him magnificently. Advancing prices renderiHl the piiiii^rly yield of 
his scores of wells immensely profitable. Ihirchiisis hmnl iwi tiif— 

the trade had small faith in the outcome— he sold on th© biwk of dtdlnr-tifty olL 
Col. Carter is in the prime of vigorous miinkml, ready to mplum tirw IhikU 
and surmount new obstacles. He occupies n tM*aiitiful lioftit*, li*t^ ii 
library, is -a thorough scholar and a convindng »|)caker. I Ik arputienl 
before the Ohio Legislature,, in opposition to the |iro|tcim*d iiilt|iiitoii^ but on 
crude-petroleum, was a maiterpiece of eflfectlvc, pungent, wiimwwwablc logic. 
None who admire a brave, manly, generout character will »iy tint! Ills 
is undeserved 

Five townships nix mili» square— Independence, Wllliiif, Alma, ioiimr 
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and Genesee, with Andover, Wellsville, Scio, Wirt and Clarksville north- 
form the southern border of Allegany county, New York. The first well bored 
for oil in the county- -the lioneyoe— was the Wellsville & Alma Oil Company’s 
duster in Independence township, drilled eighteen-hundred feet in September, 
1877. Gas at five-liundred feet caught fire and burned the rig, and signs of oil 
were found at one-thousand feet. The second was O. F. Taylor’s Pikeville 
well, Alma township, finished in November, 1878. Taylor, the father of the 
Allegany field, decided to try north of Alma, and in July of 1879 completed 
the Triangle No. i, in Scio township, the first in Allegany to produce oil. It 
originated the Wellsville excitement and first 
diverted public attention from Bradford. Tri- 
angle No. 2, drilled early in 1880, pumped twelve 
barrels a day. S. S. Longabaugh, of Duke Cen- 
tre, sank a dry-hole, the second well in Scio, 
three miles north-east of Triangle No. i. Ope- 
rations followed rapidly. Richburg No. i, Wirt 
township, in which Taylor enlisted three asso- 
ciates, responded at a sixty barrel gait in May of 
18S1 to a huge charge of glycerine. Samuel 
Boyle, who had struck the first big well at Sawyer 
City, completed the second well at Richburg in 
June, manipulated it as a ** mysteiy ” and tori^e- 
doed it on July thirteenth. It flowed thrae-hun- 
dred barrels of blue-black oil, forty-two gravity, 
from fifty feet of porous sand and slate. % Tay- 
lor’s exertions and perseverance showed indom- 
itable will, bravery and pluck. He was a Virginian by birth, a Confederate 
soldier and a cigar-manufacturer at Wellsville. It is related that while drilling 
his first Triangle well the tools needed repairs and he had not money to send 
them to Bradford. His Wellsville acquaintances seemed amazingly “short” 
when he attemiited a loan. His wife had sold her watch to procure food and 
she gave him the ('ash. The tools were fixed, the well was completed and it 
started Taylor on the road to the fortune ha and his helpmeet richly earned. 
The riioneer died in the fall of 1883. The record of his adventures, trials and 
tribulations in opening a new' oil-district would fill a volume. He was pre- 
pared for the message: “Child of Earth, thy labors and sorrows are done.” 

irighteen lively months sufficed to define the Allegany field, which was 
confined to seven-thousand acres. Twenty-nine-hundred wells were bored 
and tlie maximum yield of the district was nineteen-thousand barrels. Rich- 
burg and Bolivar, both old villages, quadrupled their size in three months. 
Narrow-gauge railroads soon connected the new field with Clean, PTiendship 
and Bradford. The territory was shallow in comparison with parts of McKean, 
where eighteen-hundred feet was not an uncommon depth for wells. Timber 
and water were abundant, good roads presented a pleasing contrast to the 
unfathomable mud of Clarion and Butler and the country was decidedly attrac- 
tive. Efforts to find an outlet to the belt failed in every instance. The climax 
had been reached and a gradual decline set in. Allegany was the northern 
limit of remunerative developments in the United States, which the next turn 
of the wheel once more diverted southward. The McCalmont Oil-Company 
and Phillips Brothers were leaders in the Richburg field. The country had 
b^n settled by Seventh-day Baptists, whose “Sunday was on Saturday.” 
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Not to offend these devt)Ut people by <lis<'nniinatin|4' in favor of Stiiulay, t)per- 
ators “whipped the dcwil arunnd llu* slump” by drilling' ami pumping their 
wells seven clays a week ! 

The Chipmunk pool, a dozen iniU‘S north of Bradford, was troitetl tail in 
Fora season its shallow wells promised a glut of real oil, the tlaily pro- 
dnc!tion rising to twenty-sixduindred barr<*ls. d1u* art*a of <Tearuy territory was 
cptickly defined. Captain l^, IL Barmim, long an enterprising Bratlfortl opera’ 
tor, drilled a test-well near Arkw-right, Chautamjua County, N.\k, in iHtj;. f le 
put twenty-five-hundred feet of six-ineh and threedunulred fi‘et ot t*ight iiu'h 
erasing in the hole, which proved barren of oil or gas and was abandoned when 
threcr-thousaud feet deep. The Watsonville pool, s»Hith»Wf’Ht of Bradford, 
lively drilling brought to the nine-thousaiuBbarrel notch f<»r a time this seasiin. 

The town of Ceres, whicli celebrated its onediundreillh !»irilulay this year, 
has had some peculiar ex|>erience.s. LoeattHl im the slate liiie helwoen New 
York and Pennsylvania, the l)oiimiary has figured in many (iirious ways situ'e 
the pioneers crcrcted the first log-c'ahin in 1797. l‘he first st|nabble related to 
the post-office, wliicrh was estal)Iis!ied ott the smitli-sidt^ <»f the line, in IVnnHyb 
vania, with a basket to hold the mail. By some Imcus'-fMiruH the <!e|iartmenl 
permitted the office to be removed to the norlh-Hidca in Necv York, iitty or more 
ycHtrs ago. Every President from Andrew Jackson tti William iMc’Ktnley lias 
l>een importuned to change? it hac'k agatn, lait the |H»pnlation is so iU‘iir!y 
divided that tlie ciuestion bids fair, like 'PennyHoifs lirook, ” tt> go on forever.’* 
Ceres was strictly in it as a Gretna Green. 'Hit? little Metliodist timrch, the 
only one*, in the village, is built against the line, tin? porch exIeiMlIiig into New 
York. The parsonage is in the same fix. Iki avoid s<*cyriiig 11 Pmn* 

sylvania coui)leB had merely to step out of the parsoiuige lo the ptirGi and. he 
married iu New York. Eloping couiilys have had some lively rideti lo Ceres, 
P'or many years Justice Pcataxly was very popular iil knol^iyiiig. He was 
aroused one midnight liy a man who wanteil a warrimt for tin? iirrcHl of n pair 
of elopers. The judge was friendly tt> the young fellow in lovis Ah he was 
making out the papers a raj) at the door tulerrii|ited him. ’Hie chiller wan the 
young man liimself. The judge stepped outside ln*hiiid a Hliiitipdetii'e, avnmn 
the state-line, married the eloping eouple and tlien relumed lo the liimHe to 
finish making out the warrant. A hotel built by a liriglit gmiiiis doHe to tlie 
line had an addition for a barroom. The barroom extiaidtsl the line iincl 
its sole entrance was from the Pennsylviinia side, dlic haiieiitler, by stepping 
a foot either way from tlie center of the liar, coiikl pass lit mi oiir stale to an- 
other. He was arrested for illegal selling many tinieH, tail In isnii iiiHtatici* lie 
would swear that the wliisky he sold was disposed of in the other Hhite. t hm 
day a Pennsylvania prisoner slit>|'H*tl his hiiiulcittlH uheii the was iiol 

looking, jumiied out of the dining-room into New York, iitade iit'i h at the min- 
ion of the law and defied arn*Mt. lAir fifty years state^prith* kept fite people a|i.iit 
on the Hchuol-(|ueHtion, They had a small district •sclitsil on eai It skit* of the 
line in preference to a graded school, because the latter ilriiiaiid a sur- 

render of state-pride. Jnmr years ago the differences were paltlieil tip iiiitl 11 
gradcd-sduml was provided. I’he engine of the steam Haw’'iiiiil H in Ik’iiir^yh 
vania and the lioiler In New York. 'Phe logs enter the mill In PriiiiHylviitiiii 
are sawed in New York, the hoards are edged in IVinisvIvaiitti anil tin* liiiiilmf 
is piled up crosswlsti on the state-line. At thefrisPniill tlii? gnilit «ait**rrd on 
the New-York sich% was ground in Penniylvaiiiit iiitd ciiriirtl hack into K«*w 
York by tlie boltiug-niimliinery. When the oIWemiiii was on at ilollvar itiitl 
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Richbiirfi: two narrow-gang'e railroads passed through, Ceres. One station was 
in New York and the other in Pennsylvania, with tracks parallel to Bolivar. 
Hie schedules of the iiassenger-trains were alike and some of the fastest rides 
ever taken on a narrow-guage road resulted. ()il"develoi)ments did not hit 
Ceres hard, wells around the tidy village failing to tap the greasy artery. 
Possibly Nature thought the folks had enougli fun over tlic boundary complica- 
tions to compensate for the lack of petroleum. 

Canada has oil-fields of considerable importance. The largest and oldest 
is in Enniskillen township, Lambton county, a do^sen miles from Port .Sarnia, 
at the foot of I.ake Huron. iMack Creek, a small tril)utai*y of the Detroit 
river, flows tlirough this townshi|) and for many years its waters had been 
coated with a greasy litpud the Indians sold as a specific for countless diseases. 
The precious commodity was of a brown color, exceedingly odorous, unpleas- 
ant to the taste and burned with great intensity. In i860 several wells were 
started, the projectors believing the floating oil indicated valuable deposits 
within easy reach of the surface. James Williams, who had previously gar- 
nered the stuff in pits, finished the first well that yielded oil in paying quantity. 
Others followed in close succession, but months passed without the sensation 
of a genuine spouter. Late in the summer of the same year that operations 
commenced, John Shaw, a poor laborer, managed to get a desirable lease on 
the bank of the creek. He built a cheap rig, provided a spring-pole and 
‘^kicked down ” a well, toiling all alone at his weary task until money and 
credit and courage were exhausted. Ragged, hungry and barefooted, one 
forenoon he was refused boots and provisions by the village-merchant, nor 
would the blacksmith sharj^en his drills without cash down. Reduced to the 
verge of despair, he went back to his derrick with a heavy heart, ate a hard 
crust for dinner and decided to leave for the United States next morning if no 
signs of oil were discovered that afternoon. He let down the tools and re- 
sumed his painful task. Twenty minutes later a rusli of gas drove the tools 
higli in the air, followed the next instant by a column of oil that rose a hundred 
feet! The roar could be heard a mile and the startled populace rushed from 
the neighboring hamlet to see the unexpected marvel. Canada boasted its 
first flowing-well and the tidings flew like wild-firc. Before dark hundreds of 
excited spectators visited the spot. For days the oil gushed unchecked, filling 
a natural basin an acre in extent, then emptying into the creek and discoloring 
the waters as far down as I^ake St. Clair. None knew how to regulate its 
output and bring tlie flow under control. Thus it remained a week, when a 
delegate from Pennsylvania showed the owner how to put in a seed-bag and 
save the product. The first attempt succeeded and thenceforth the oil was 
cared for properly. Opinions diflbr as to the actual production of this novel 
strike, although the best judges placed it at five-thousand barrels a day for 
two or three weeks 1 The stream flowed incessantly the full size of the hole, a 
strong pressure of gas forcing it out with wonderful speed. The well pro- 
duced generously four months, when it “stopped for keeps. “ Persons who 
visited the well at its best will recall the surroundings. A pond of oil large 
enough for a respectable regatta lay between it and Black Creek, whose greasy 
banks for miles bore traces of the lavish inundation of crude. The locaMty 
was at once interesting and high-flavored and a conspicuous feature was Shaw 
himself. Radiant in a fresh suit of store-clothes, he moved about with the 
complacency incident to a green ruralist who has “ struck ile.“ 

One of tite persons earliest on the ground after the well began to flow was 
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the storekeeper who had refused the proprietor a hoots that nu^rning. 

With the cringing: servility of a iH‘tty retaile*" lie hurried to etulmu'e Shaw, cou|)- 
ling this outbreak of aflection with the assuraiua* that everyllung in the shop 
was at his service. It is gratifying to note that Sliaw had the spirit to relnikc 

this pu]i|)yisin. Bringing his atn|>Ie fotit 
into violent contatd with tlie dealer’s 
most vital part, he accompanit‘d a Iteavy 
kick witli an empliatic connnand to go 
to the place Ileher Newtcai ami Bente* 
cost have ruled out. Shaw was unedn- 
cati'd and fell u ready prey to sliar|H*rs 
on the w'at(*h for easy victims, Cargoes 
of oil .shipjied to England hroiight sinall 
returns and his sudden wealth slipped 
away in short order. Ere long tlie en- 
vietipo.sses.sorof the tag well was olillgml 
to begin life anew, h’or a few ytairs he 
struggled along as an itinerant pliottig- 
rapher, traveling with a “c*ar‘* and 
earning a preairkius sulmtanc*t? taking 
‘ * tiit»tytH‘Hd * I >ealh d« wetl ttie scene in 
1B72, the luckless |>ioneer impiring at 
Petrolea In alisiilute want. Hum sadly 
ended another illusl ration of tlie adverse 
fortune whkth fretpiently overtakes men 
whose energy and grit confer benefits 
upon tnankintl that surely entitle them 
to a better fate. Mr. Williams saved money, servetl in parlkunerit and died In 
the city of Hamilton yeans ago. He vv4is the intimate frieiid of lion, Isaac 
Buchanan, the distinguished Canadian statimnuug whom? sons are well-known 
operators at Oil City and I^ittsburg. 

“ Thtj ^tarp nhatl ftulc away, the* iun hlrtwclf 
Qnm cUm with aial iiutui r itiiik in yvars ; 

But thou Hhitll flourish In Innnortui yonih.** 

As might be imagined, Shaw’s venture gave rim* too|»eratlonsof great mag** 
nituda. Hosts flocked to the scene in c|ueHt of lands and develo|iiniiits began 
on an extensive scale. Among others a rig was built iiml a well drliietl without 
delay as close to the Shaw as it was ixmiible to place the timbers. Hie sand 
was soon reached by the aid of stmm-i-KJwer iiihI once more the oil famred 
forth enormously, the new strike proving little iiiferkir to in iieiglilior. It wi» 
named the Bradley, in honor of the pfincijml owner, K. C. Ilradley, nflerwiirdf 
■a leading operator in Pennsylvania, president of the Empirt! <fa« 4 kitttpiiiiy iind 
still a resident of Oildom. The yield continued large for u iiiiiiibrr of iiioiillii, 
then ceased entirely and both wells were abandonetl Of the Ittmdreils ill the 
vicinity a good percentage paid nicely, but none rivalled the Inltkil Kpoiitors. 
The influx of restbss spirits led to an ** oil-town,” which for 11 brief pre- 
sented a picture of activity rarely surpassiHi, Oil Springs, m the itiiidirootti vltf 
was fittingly termed, flourished iima^ingly. Th© exct^wivii of oil ftllril 

"■every ditch and well, rendering the water unfit for um itiid « iiniwdliitg llti^ tdti* 
zms to quench their thiret with artificial drinks. The biilk of tins nil wm roll- 
veyed to Mandaumin, Wyoming or Port Samit, over roadii of liorrlble bad- 
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ness, giving employment to an army of teamsters. A sort of “mud canal” 
was formed, through which the horses dragged small loads on a species of flat- 
boats, while the drivers walked along the '‘tow-path” on either side. The 
mud had the consistency of thin batter and was seldom under three feet deep. 
To those who have never seen this unique system of navigation the most 
graphic description would fail to convey an adequate idea of its peculiar 
features. Unlike the Pennsylvania oil-fields, the petroleum-districts of Canada 
are low and swampy, a circumstance that added greatly to the difficulty of mov- 
ing the greasy staple during the wet season. Ultimately roads were cut through 
the soft morasses and railways were constructed, although not before Oil 
Si)rings had seen its best days and begun a rapid descent on the down grade. 
Salt-water cpiickly put a stop to many wells, the production declined rapidly 
and the town was dei)opulated. Operations extended towards the north-west, 
where Petrolea, which is yet a flourishing place, was established in 1864. 
Both well, twenty-six miles south of Oil Springs, had a short career and light 
production. Canadian operators were slower than the Yankees of the period 
and the tireless push of the Americans who crowded to the front at the begin- 
ning of the developments around Oil Springs was a revelation to the quiet 
plodders of Enniskillen and adjacent townships. The leading refineries are at 
London, fifty miles east of Wyoming and one of the most attractive cities in 
the Dominion. 

Petroleum has long been known to exist in considerable quantity in the 
Gaspe Peninsula, at the extreme eastern end of Quebec. The Petroleum Oil- 
Trust, organised by a bunch of Canadians to operate the district, put down 
eight wells in 1893, finding a light green 
oil The Trust continued its borings in 
1894, on the left bank of the York River, 
south of the auticliual of Tar Point. 

Several of the ten wells yielded moder- 
ately, and operations extended to the 
portion of Gaspe Basin called Mississippi 
Brook. One well in that section, com- 
pleted in July of 1S97, flowed from a depth 
of fifteen-hundred feet. Hundreds of 
barrels were lost before the well could be 
<.:ontrolled. Its first pumping produced 
forty barrels, and two others in the vicinity 
are cjf a similar stripi'. The results thus 
far an* th^einunl suflicit;ntly encouraging to 
warrant furtluT In hope of devel- 

oping an extensive field. The oil comes 
from a coarse rock of sandy texture, 
and In color and gravity resembles the 
Pennsylvania article. The formation 
around the newest strikes is nearly flat, 
while the shallow wells in the section first 
prospected were bored at a sharp angle, to keep in touch with the dip of the 
rock, just as diamond drills follow the gold-bearing ledges in the Black Hills 
of Scmth Dakota. Crossing the continent, oil has been tapped in the gold- 
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seventy-four, Mr. Carroll is vij^’orous and well-preserved, ready to combat error 
and chatni)iou truth with tong'ue and pen. An intelligent student of the past 
and of current events, a close observer of the signs of the times and a keen 
reasoner, Reuben Carroll is a fine example of the 
men who are mainly rest)onsible for the l)irlh 
and growth of the i)etroleum-development. 

There is much uncertainty as to the young- 
est soldier in the civil-war, the oldest Mason, 
the man who first nominated McKinley for 
President, and who striu'k Billie Patterson, but 
none as to the youngest dealer in oil-well sup- 
plies in the oil-region. This distinction belongs 
to Raltdi W. Carroll, a native of Youngstown, 

Ohio, and sou of lion. Reuben Carroll. Born 
in i860, at eighteen he was at the head of a 
large business at Rock City, in the Four-Mile 
I )istrict, five miles south-west of ( )lean. Three 
brotliers were associated with him. The firm 
was the first to open a supply-store at Richburg, 
with a branch at Allentown, four miles east, and 
an establishment later at Cherry Grove. In 1883 Rali)h W. succeeded the firm, 
his brothers retiring, and located at Bradford. In 1886 he opened offices and 
warehouses at Pittsburg and in 1894 removed to New York to engage in placing 
special investments, The young merchant was secretary of the Producers’ Pro- 
tective Association, organized at Richburg in 1891, and a member of the execu- 
tive committee that conducted the fight against the Roberts Torpedo-Company. 
Hon. David Kirk, Asher W. Milner, J. K, Dusenbury and “ Farmer” Dean 
were his four associates on this important committee. Roscoe Conkling, for the 
Roberts side, and General Butler, for the Producers’ Association, measured 

swords in this legal warfare. Mr. Carroll has a 
warm welcome for his oil-region friends, a class 
of men the like of whom for geniality, sociability, 
liberality and enterprise the world can never 
tlupUcate. 

The Beardsleys, Fishers, Dollophs and boos- 
ters were the first inhabitants in the wilds of 
Northern McKean. Plenry Bradford Dolloph, 
whose house above Sawyer City was shattered 
by a glycerine-explosion, was tlie first white 
child who saw daylight and made infantile music 
in the Tuna Valley. One of the first two houses 
where Bradford stands was occupied by the 
Hart family, parents and twelve children. When 
the De Golias settled up the East Brandi a road 
had to be cut through tlie forest from Alton. 
Hon. Lewis Emery’s No. i, on the Tibbets 
farm, the first good well up the Branch, produced oil that paid two or three 
times the cost of the entire property. 

The United-States Pipe-Line has overcome legal obstructions, laid its tubes 
under railroads that objected to its passage to the sea and will soon pump oil 
direct to refineries on the Jersey coast. Senator Emery, the sponsor of the 
16 
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line, is not the man to be bluffed by jiny railroad-popitijay who wants him to 
get off the earth. The National-Transit Line has ample farilities to transjuirt 
all the oil in Pennsylvania to the seaboard, but Lmery is a true desevadant of 
the proud Highlander who wouldn’t sail in Noah’s ark lawausi* ’* ilka Mc'Lean 
has a boat o’ his ain.” He was born in New-Vt>rk State, reared In Miehigan, 
whither the family removed in his boyhood, and karncal to In* a miller. Ar« 
riving at Pioneer early in the sixties, he cut his eye-teeth as an oil-operator on 
Oil Creek and had much to do with bringing the great Bradford district to the 
front. Pie served one term in the Legislature and twcj in the Senate, gainitig a 
high reputation by his fearless opposition to jobbery and corruption, 

Michael Garth, a keen-witted son of the Linerald Isle, has the easiest snap 
in the northern region. Scraping together the funds to pnt clown a well cat his 
rocky patch of ground near Dukt; Centre, he rigged a watc‘r-wliec*! to puni|» tlta 
ten barrels of crude the strike yielded daily. Anothcjr well of similar stripe 
was drilled and the faithful creek drives the wemden-whee! night itnd day, with- 
out one cent of expense or one particle of attention on the part of the ownc^r. 
Garth can go fishing three days at a lick, to find the welk producing upon his 
return just as when he left. Such a picnic almost compt^k a mail to ho kii?y. 

The Devonian Oil Company, of which Charles Iw Collins is the dear- 
brained president and guiding star, 1ms o|>erated on the wholrs,di* plan In the 
northern region and in West Virginia. In Oember of i%7 tlti* Devonian, the 
Watson and the Emery companies sold a part of thdr Imlding^ north and 
south to the West Penn, a producing wing of the Htandard, tor ftwtrlrt^n-linmlrt^d 
thousand dollars in spot cash. The largest cash sale of w«dk anil ti*rritory on 
record, this transaction was negotiated by John I*, and J. C*, Mr Kinney itding 
in behalf of the buyer, and Charles K. Collins and Lewis Phitery representing 
the seller rs. 

“Hell in harness!” Davy Crockett m cradUetl with the firit 

time he saw a railroad train tearing along one dark night. i‘onlil hr liiive 
an oil-train on the- Oil-Creek Railroad, blaring from end to end niid timrlng 
■down from Brocton at sixty miles an hour, the conception would itavi^ hinm yet 
more realistic. Phigineer Brown held the throttle, whidi lie piillt*cl wide op«m 
upon discovering a car of crude on fire. Mile aftiT mile he sped on, tlitek 
smoke and sheets of flame each moment growing diiwcr anti lierc^er. At kiht 
he reached a long siding, slackened tha speed for the lirnttati open the 
.switch and ran the doomed train off the main track. Ho detarliiHl tin* engine 
and two cars, while the rest of the train fell ii prey to the fiery demon, A 
•similar accident at Bradford, caused by a tank at lln^ Aiirhor Dil-Coinpaiiyk 
wells overflowing upon the trucks of the Brndfiml tk IliirddI mirrow-gange, 
burned two or three persons fatally. Th© oil ciinght fire m tiio Iticoitiollve 
passed the spot and enveloped the paisenger-cimrh In so tplckly that 

-escape was cut off. 

Bradford, Tarport, Limestone, Sawyer, Glllmor, Derrirk, E«hI RiH*k, Stair 
Line, Four-Mile, Duke Centre, Rexford, BorddI, Row City, Coliwillc, Ctwt«*r 
and De Golia, with their thousands of welli, their Inwts of liv# pcfiph*, their 
boundless activity, their crowded railways, their proccmloii of teams 

’and their unlimited energy, were for the nonce the lirlffitt^l galaxy of oil-lowiifi 
that ever flourished in the busy realm of petrolotim, Stmw ltav« vuiikliwl, 
others are mere skaletoM and Bedford alone retains t fair iviiihlnnc© of its 
pristine greatness. 

The bee-line for the north wm fairly and mitiaady *‘oft tim l>t*lt** 



THE SEX MEN ADORE. 

A little girl at Titusville, when she prayed to have herself and all of her 
relations cared for during the night, added: “And, dear God, do try and take 
good care of yourself, for if anything should happen to you we should all go to 
pieces. Amen.” 

A young lady at Sawyer City accepted a challenge to climb a derrick on 
the Hallenback farm, stand on top and wave her handkerchief. She was to 
receive a silk-dress and a ten-dollar greenback. The feat was performed in 
good shape. It is probably the only instance on record where a woman had 
the courage to climb an eighty-foot derrick, stand on top and wave her hand- 
kerchief to those below. It was done and the enterprising girl gathered in the 
wager. 

Mrs. Sands, formerly a resident of Oil City, built the Sands Block and owned 
wells on Sage Run. McGrew Brothers, of Pittsburg, struck a spouter in 1869 
that boomed Sage Run a few months. A lady at Pleasantville, who had coined 
money by shrewd speculations in oil-territory, purchased two-hundred acres 
near the McGrew strike, while the well was drilling and nobody thought it 
worth noticing. The lady was Mrs. Sands, who enacted the role of “ a poor 
lone widow,” anxious to secure a patch of ground to raise cabbage and garden- 
truck, to get the property. She worked so skillfully upon the sensibilities of 
the Philadelphians owning the land that they sold it for a triEe * * to help a needy 
woman 1 ” Her first well, finished the night before the thirty-day shut down,” 
flowed five-hundred barrels each twenty-four hours. The “ poor lone widow ” 
valued the tract at a half-million dollars and at one time was rated at six-hun- 
dred-thousand, all “earned by her own self.” Yet weak-minded men and 
strong-minded women talk of the suppressed sex I 

A Franklin lady asked her husband one morning to buy five-thousand bar- 
rels of oil on her account, saying she had an impression the price would ad- 
vance very soon. To please her he promised to comply. At dinner she in- 
<iuired about it and was told the order liad been filled by an Oil-City broker. 
In the afternoon the price advanced rapidly. Next morning the lady asked 
•hubby to have the lot sold and bring her the profits. The miserable husband 
was in for it. Ha dared not confess his deception and the only alternative was 
to pay the difference and keep mum. His sickly smile, as he drew fifteen-hun- 
dred dollars out of the bank to hand his spouse, would have cracked a mirror 
an inch thick. Solomon got a good deal of experience from his wives and that 
Franklin husband began to think “a woman might know something about 
'business after all” 

Mrs. David TIanna, of Oil City, is not one of the women whose idea of a 
■good time is to go to a funeral and cry. She tried a bit of speculation in certifi- 
cates and the market went against her. She tried again and again, but the 
losses exceeded the profits by a large majority. The phenomenal spurt in April 
of 189s was her opportunity. She held down a seat in the Oil-Exchange gallery 
three days, sold at almost the top notch and cleared twelve-thousand dollars. 
People applauded and declared the plucky little woman “had a great head.” 
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DOWN THE ZIG-ZAGGED STREAM. 

Whickic 'piiE Aujoghkny I'lows— Reno Contrihutics a (iicNicRous Mite— 
,SrRiMu;RASH Has a Short Inninc—IUhhaon Looms Up with Dusters and 
(’» usni-:RS“~A Peer Arohnd Kmlenton^ — Foxuurci Falls Into Thne— 
Through the Clarion District— St. I’ETEKsnuko, Antwicru, Turkey 
City and Dogtown— Edenburc. Mas a Hot Time— Parker on Deck. 


“ He left the barren-beaten thnroti|^:hrare.*’*--7>«ww?;^?. 

“ Wlu), grown famlUiu* with the sky, will grope * among gr(nin(llitigs?’’-“j^r(rw«iwir* 
“ What lavish wealth men give for trifles light and nmall IF. S Jf/awkins, 

“ How Hoon our new-born light attains to full-aged Franc is Qtmrks, 

" Liberal as noontide speeds the ambient ray 
And fills each crevice in the world with day.”"-“A>'/A)«. 

We must take the current when it serves or lose our -Shakespeare. 

“ Let us battle for elbow-room.’ Parish Stsfik, 

“ Peter Oleum came dtiwn like a wolf on the fold.”-— /Mrm Parodied, 

” Plunged into darknes.s or plunged into light.’’-— //m^r Af. Pook, 

” lAird love us, how we apples swim I A/a//<?ifA 

” The best-laid schemes o' mice and men gang aft a-gltsy.”— Burns, 

” Fortune turns everything to the advantage of her 
” (Jood, the more communicated, more abundant gnmnP^MiUon. 

” A gorgeous sunset is coloring the whole n\iyP’^Jutius Siintk, 



the latest strike in Tyler county. Men 


OUTH and west of Oil Creek for many 
miles the petroleum-star shed its ef- 
fulgent luster. Down the Allegheny 
adventurous operators groi)cd their 
way patiently, until Clarion, Arm- 
strong, Butler, Wa.shington and West 
Virginia unlocked their splendid store- 
houses at the bidding of the drill. 
Aladdin’s wondrous lamp, Stalacta’s 
wand or AH Babi’s magic sesame was 
not BO grand a talisman as the tools 
which from tlie bowels of the earth 
brought forth illimitable spoil. No 
need of faliles to varnish the tales of 
struggles and triumiihs, of disappoint- 
ments and successes, of weary toil and 
rich reward that have marked the oil- 
development from the Drake well to 
who go miles in advance of develop- 


mtaits to seek new oil-fields run big chances of failure. Tliey understand the 
risk and appreciate the cold fact that heavy loss may be entailed. But ‘'the 
game is worth the pow'der in their estimation and impossibility is not the sort 
of ability they swear by. “ Our doubts are traitors and make us lose the good 
we oft might win ’Ms a maxim oil-operators have weighed carefully. The man 
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who has faith to attempt something is a man of power, wlietlier he hails fruni 
Hong Kong or Boston, Johanueshurg or Oil City. 'Tht* man wht> will lua 
improve his opportunity, whether seeking salvation or pt*troleum, is a sure 
loser. His stamina is as fragile as a fifly-eent shirt and will wear otii t|uicker 
than religion that is used for a cloak only. Muttering long prayers without 
working to answer them is not the way to angle for stalls, tir fish, ta* tnl*wc.‘lls. 
It demands nerve and vim and enterprise to stick thousaiulsof dollars in a liole 
ten, twenty, fifty or “a hundred miles from anywht^re,’* in Iio|k* of o|>ening a 
fresh vein of i>etroleiim. Luckily men possessing these t|ualities have not been 
lacking since the first well on Oil Creek sent fortli tin? feeble st|uirt tliat has- 
grown to a mighty river. Hence prolific territttry, far from being scarce, lias 
sometimes been too plentiful for the financm! health tif the iivtmige |>rodtirer, 
wlio found it hard to cipher out a profit selling dollarcrudt! at forty cents. Ah 
old fields exhausted new ones were e.xpIored in every direction, those sciuth of 
the original strike [iresenting a very respectable figure in the oib|iiinoramu. If 
“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,” eternal huatling is the price of tub 

operations. Maria Seldmikovitch, a 
fervid Russiiiit anarehifit, who would 
rather hit the CMr with ii bomb than 
hit a tliousiiiid-biirrei wiill, litis written: 

** Th#r« is no standliiM; m t imum 

Th% ttttp thlfta titfl I slip tafik Apac# j 
Mov^wtnt wti §«ftty : by tbt |«iriii*y*s kws 
Mo Mp if *ivtn, ao m(m a.Miiitit*|i-lar« ; 

Ho klllng in tli« |»tltw»y, liirtl ilow-** 

I wait go forwnrtl «ir matt lnekwmttl gfip* 

Down the Allegheny thrive mile«, 
on II gentle iloptt fiiciiig iMild hi I Is iicrtmt 
the river, is the reniniiril tif Reno, once 
II busy, fittrurtlve town. It wiis riiniied 
from Cell. Jesse L. Reno, who rose to 
higher rank thiin any other of the he- 
rotm Veniirigo “coiiiribtilefl to the 
death»ro!l of tMitriotlsiii.” fie Hpeiit 
his boyhootl at hi'ankllii, was gradtn 
ated from West Point in the class with C#^orge Ii Mc^Ctelliiii ‘‘SlotteWidl ” 
Jackson, served in the Mexican war, was promoted to IIittor»< iefn’fal and fell 
at the battle of South Mountain in iB 6 a. The Rem* Oil Compaiiy, orgaiil/eil 
in 1865 as the Reno«-Oil-and-Liind Comjiimy, umm the vllhige-’Hite ititd twiivv 
hundred acres of ac^acent farms. The compiiny anti tin* town owed tlitir 
creation to the master-mind of Hon. C. V. Culver, to wliofio rare facility for 
developing grand enterprises the oil-regions ofleroii im Invltiiig fkiil, ViHitiiif 
Venango county early in tlm sixties, 11 canvass of the distrirt rniHiiirccl film 
that^the oil-industry, then an infiint beginning to rrt»e|i, iriti^l iiltalii giant pro- 
portions. To meet the need of increased fiicllitieii for iHisincm, lio coitrrivril 
the idea of a system of banks at convenient points and o|ii*iii»cl the first at 
Franklin in Others were estiibllshed at Oil City, Httiwillt^ and siiitalile 

trade-centres until the combination embraced twinity and baiikiiig^ 

houses, headed by the great office of Culver, Penn H Co. lit New York. Ail 
enjoyed larp patronage and were converted into roriioriilct h%nk%. 11te 
ulative mania, uneqimlecl In the history of the world, that swept over the oll- 
ragions in 1864-5, deluged the banks with appllriitioiis for li»iii|Mrriry hmm to 
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be used in purchasing lands and oil-inleresls. Philadelpliia alone had nine- 
hundred stock-companies. New York was a close second and over seveii-luin- 
dred-million dollars were capitalized — on paper— for petroleum-speculations ! 
The production of oil was a new and unprecedented business, subject to no 
known laws and constantly overturning theories that set limits to its expansion. 
There was no telling where flowing-wells, spouting thousands of dollars daily 
without expense to the owners, might be encountered. Stories of sudden for- 
tunes, by the discovery of oil on lands otherwise valueless, pressed the button 
and the glut of paper-currency did the rest. 

Mr. Culver directed the management and employment of fifteen-million 
dollars in the spring of 1865! People literally liegged him to handle their 
money, elected him to Congress and insisted that he invest their cash and 
bonds. The Reno Oil-Company included men of the highest personal and 
commercial standing. Preliminary tests satisfied the officers of the company 
that the lilock of land at Reno was valuable territory. They decided to ope- 
rate it, to improve tlie town and build a railroad to Pitliole, in order to com- 
mand the trade of Oil Creek, Cherry Run and “the Magic City.” Oil City 
opposed the railroad strenuously, refusing a right-of-way and compelling the 
choice of a circuitous route, with difficult grades to climb and ugly ravines to 
span. At length a consolidation of competing interests was arranged, to be 
formally ratified on March twenty-ninth, 1866. Meanwhile rumors affecting the 
credit of the Culver banks were circulated. Disastrous floods, the close of the 
war and the amazing collapse of Pithole had checked speculation and impaired 
confidence in oil-values. Responsible parties wished to stock the Reno Com- 
pany at five-million dollars and Mr. Culver was in Washington completing the 
railroad-negotiations which, in one week, would give him control of nearly a 
million, A run on his banks was started, the strain could not be borne and on 
March twenty-seventh, 1866, the failure of Culver, Penn & Co. was announced. 
The assets at cost largely exceeded the liabilities of four-million dollars, but 
the naturstl result of the suspension was to discredit everything with which the 
firm had been identified. The railroad-consolidation, confessedly advanta- 
geous to all concerned, was not confirmed and Reno stock was withheld from 
the market. While the creditors generally co-operated to protect the assets and 
adjust matters fairly, a few defeated measures looking to a safe deliverance. 
These short-sighted individuals sacrificed properties, instituted hara.ssing pro.se- 
cutions and precipitated a crisis that involved tremendous losses. Many a man 
standing on his brother’s neck claims to be looking up far into the sky watch- 
ing for the I.^ord to come ! 

The fabric reared with infinite pains toppled, pulling down others in its 
fall. The Reno, Oil-Creek & Pithole Railroad, within a mile of completion, 
crumbled into ruin. The architect of the splendid plans that ten days of grace 
would have carried to fruition displayed his manly filler in the dark days of 
adversity and he has been amply vindicated. Instead of yielding to despair 
and “ letting things take their course,” he strove to realize for the creditors 
every dollar that could be saved from the wreck. Animated by a lofty motive, 
for thirty years Mr. Culver has labored tirelessly to discharge the debts of the 
partnership. No spirit could be braver, no Hfe more unselfish, no line of action 
more steadfestly devoted to a worthy object. He had bought property and 
sought to enhance its value, but he had never gambled in stocks, never dealt 
In shares on the mere hazard of a rise or gone outside the business-— except to 
help customers whose necessities appealed to his sympathy— with which he was 
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intimately connected. Driven to the wall hv stress .^1 riiriiiii-a.iiiri's and i^en- 
eral distrust, he has actually paitl tdf all the small elaiin*-. and iiiiiliiiiides ci| 
lar^e ones a^-ainst his hanks. Ihnv many men, iviili m* ubli|*ali«»ii In 

enforce their payment, wcnikl toil for a geiieratinii h» iiirri siirh ilriiiaiHls? 
Thistles do not hear and banana -veiidtirs are nul llte oiily |ti^rsi»ns whti 
should he judged hy their fruits. It is a good thing l« » a.c'iiit’ve aiitl heP 

ter still to deserve it. (iaugetl hy the staiulartl id* high ranit-a |iiir|MiHe 

and persistent endeavor— l)y what he lias trksl to do and iiot by w hal iiiav li.ivi* 
been said of him—Churles Vernon Culver eaii alfortl to aerrui ihr vertlid <if 
his peers and of the Omniscient judge, whi» ”dha’erii*’i llir iiii»tiglil?i ami 
intents of the Iieart.’’ 

** I win go iiu tJieii, though thr Ufi?, 

And tluHigli the pHllt (lo{d»tt'ttl iiiid imiirrM , 
nctt«?r wIUi tlir litHl to 
Thau lo^e the toil and ^trujiKl* that 
And have the morniun: Mtrvitglh. th** uftwatd ulriiifc 
The dlitiiuee ctm<|u«red in thr #ml mwle 

Reorganised in the hiterest of Culver, IViiii ^ iTniitid^*, llie Hnio 

Compatiy developed its firoperty inethodk-idly. No, iK tteli, litiislinl In yfav of 
1870, pumi)ed two-hundred biirrels and ratised a fliilterol hilly 

others, drilled in tHjcr-i, were so satisfactory tlial llit^ storkiitjld«*t ♦ iiiighi Inive 
shoutexi ‘D\eno !” The mmpatiy declined lo leaM" .iiiil \rt\ h%% dti 
were put down on. the tract. Giis suiiplktl fuel aini the aiwl 

fir* *1 inert I itll of not giav* 

Ity It! live to sixdllllMlrrfi Irrb Kiaio 
grew* II s|iiirii.iiis Imlri iVitM liiiill, storci 
pros|wrtsl* Iwti railrtwnl** liiitl 
anti derricks dtiiinl ilie til' the 

Ailegliefiy* llie eiim|'taiiy^i 
was Cfiiiclttrlril iitiitiiralihx it rriiprtl 
lilRT^al profits »t!iii liiirralril iii lbirr%4t 
coiiiity. Its iifltiir^ an* iii ewxdieiil 
shajRMUiil It liiW it Ileal |*r*itiii«iii»ii i€.>» 
«lay. Mr. Ctiivrr niirl lltni., C talmliii 

A, i#roW liit%‘e brt'ii IN lirrHitlritni iiiitf 

Hon. J, If. tlfiliier k 111.1%%* tlir eliief 
oflicer, Mr, rifiiiirr k a Ir4.w.|t..^r of flit? 
V'tiiaiig*.* bar iiiwl hm lii'ril at b'riiiik- 

lilt lliirly tm'*# yr4r% lii'» ili*rt'rnig|i 

kiio%%irtlge of liiii’, ?ntirili'^ 
eiice, st'orii i.if I'iiwl skill 

as a jileiwler gaiftrij liiiii rtii liiiiiiciisti 
practice, He iM% bint iriaite il in 
nearly Itll the mcist important cases !R?fore llte ciiiirt for liieiifi fnr 4fi«l 
appears fretpiently in the Hfitte find the I..!itited-Ht4lrs Hiiifi* tie* « oiiip* lie 
in a logical reasoner ami lailliant oriUttr, x^itivlmirig jiirirs ami * *1 by lik 

incisive arguments, lie served In Congress wllli tlNlifigiiKlit'd 1 1» tiii flN 

twoHoiiH have adoptetl the legal profession iiml lire assoiiaiixl inili itexr 
A man of positive intlhddmillty and sterling cliannlrr, a l'r«ini iii 1 loin I 4111I 
sunshine, a deep thinker and entertaining tiilker N |♦lWr% If, 

Cranberry township, a ri*gtilar p^iroleiitw*liiirklelR^rri, atn d tlir Mnio 
pool at Milton, with a vigoroiti mi iretiiiistiiirg anti iiiblilrfi 
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around loose. Tielow rVanklin the second-sand sandwich and Bully -1 lill suc- 
cesses were special features. A mile up h^ast Sandy Creek— it separates Cran- 
berry and Rockland— was Cas City, on a loploflical hill twelve miles south of 
Oil City. A well sunk in 1864 lu‘aps orj>;as, which caught fire and burned 
seven years. 1 C 1 C Wi^htinan and Patrick Canning' drilled five good wells in 
1871 and Cas City came into being*. Vendergrift h'onnan constructed a pipe- 
line and telegrai)h to Oil City. Gas fired the boilers, lighted the streets, heated 
the dwellings and great (luantities wasted. The pressure could be run up to 
three-hundred pounds and utilised to run engines in place of steam, were it not 
for the livu‘ grit with the gas, which wtire out the cylinders. Wells that suptilied 
fuel to pump thetnselves seemed very similar to mills that furnished their own 
inotive-powca* and grist for the hoppers, A cow that gave milk and provided 
food for herself by the process could not lie slicker. Gas City vaporisced a 
year or two and flickered out. The last jet has been extinguished and not a 
glimmer of gas or symptom of wells has been visilile for many years. 

Fifteen of the first sixteen wells at Foster gladdened the owners by yield- 
ing bountifully. To drill, to tul)e, to pump, to get done-up with a dry-hole, 
*‘aye, there’s the rub ” that tests a fellow’s mettle and changes blithe hoiie to 
bleak despair. Foster wells were not of that complexion. They lined the 
steep cliff that reseml)les an Alpine farm tilted on end to drain off, the derricks 
standing like sentries on the watch that nobody walked away with the romantic 
landscape. Lovers of the sterner moods of nature would revel in the rugged 
scenery, which discounts the overpraised Hudson and must have fostered sub- 
lime emotions in the impassive redmen. Indian-God Rock, inscribed with 
untranslatable hieroglyphics, presumably tells what “Lo” thought of the sur- 
roundings. Six miles south of the huge rock, which somebody proposed to 
boat to Franklin and set in the park as an interesting memento of the aborigi- 
nes, was **tlie burning well.” For years the gas blazed, illuminating the hills 
and keeping a i>lDt of grass constantly fresh and green. The flood in 1865 
overflowed the hole, l)Ut the gas burned just as though water were its native 
element. It was the fad for sleighing parties to visit the well, daiu'e on the 
sward wluui snow lay a yard deep ten rods away and hold outdoor picnics in 
January and h'ebruary. I'his practically realized the fancy of the boy who 
wislH‘d winter would come in summer, that he miglit coast on the Fourth of 
July in shirt-sleeves and linen-pants. Here and there in the interior of Rock- 
land township morsels of oil have been unearthed and small wells are inimp- 
ing toH.lay. 

C. 1 ). Angell leased blocks of land from Foster to Scrubgms.s in 1870-71 
and jabbed them with holes that confirmed his ” belt theory.” His first well— « 
a hundred-lmrreler— on Belle Island, a few rods- lielow the station, ojiened the 
Scrubgrass field. (,)n the Roc!kland side of the river tlie McMillan and 99 wells 
head(‘d a list of remunerative producers. Back a (luarter-mile the territory 
was tricky, wells that showed for big strikes sometimes proving of little ac- 
count, A town toddled into existence. Gregory— the genial host joined the 
heavenly host long ago— liad a hotel at whidi traiits stopped fur rnefils. James 
Kennerclell ran a general store and the post-office. The town was busy and 
had nothing scrubby excefit tlu^ name. The wells retired from Imsiness, the 
■depot burned down, the peofile vani.shed and Ketmerdell Station was estab- 
lished a half-mile north. Wilson Cross continued his store at the old stand 
until his death in March, 1896, Within a year paying wells have been drilled 
near the station and two miles soutliward. On the opposite bank Major W. T. 
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Baum, of Franklin, has a half-dozen alontr the Base of the hilt that net him a 
princely return. A couple of miles north-west, in Victory township, Conway 
Brothers, of Philadelphia, recently drillerl a well forty-two huiulretl f»-et, Tlie 
last sixty feet were sand with a tlavor ot oil, the tIee[H*.st sand aiul pttlrideum 
recorded up to the present time. Careful records lif the strata ami teint>cra- 
ture were taken. Once a thermometer slipped from Mr, Chtnway's haml ami 
tumbled to the bottom of the well, the greatest drop of the mercury in auy age 
or dime. 

Sixty farmers combined in the fall of 1H59 to cirill the imi well in St:nibgTiW» 
township, on the Rhodabarger tract Tliey muhed it like sixty Hix-lnmclrecl 
feet, declined to pay more assessments, kicked over the climhiioard and Hpillefl 
the whole coml>ination. The first productive well was Aiiroit Kepler*s, drilled 
on the Russell farm in 1S63, and John Crawford’s farm Inid the largest of ilicj 
early ventures. On the Witherup farm, at the mouth of HcrttbgrasH Creek, 
paying wells were drilled in 1867. Consklerahle skirmishing was dime? iit Intef- 
vals without startling results. The first drilling In Clinton township was oti 
the Kemierd-ell pro[)erty, two miles west of the Allegheny, the illg-Bend Dll- 
Company sinking a dry-hole in 1S64-5. Jomitimn Watson liored two in 1871, 
finding traces of oil in a thin layer of sand. The Kemierclell hl«K"k of nine* 
hundred acres figured as the scene of milling o|,M?ratloi»s front the lM?giriiilng of 
the century. David Phipps — the Fhipfm families are itill stinoitg the itioit 
prominent in Venango county— built a grist-mill on the protii*riy In iBia, n 
saw-mill and a woolen-factory, operated m iron-llirnace a mile up the crt?ek 
and founded a natty village. Fire destmy^l his fiicttiry aiicl Ekhnrd Ken- 
nerdel bought the place in 1853. He built a wm>k>n*mlll that ittiuiicil iiiitloiiil 
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thousand dollars. This is a good deal of money, l)ut we have declined it. We 
think there will be a million in this field for us if we develop it ourselves.” 
They carried out this programme and the estimate was approximated closely. 

The Sutton, Simcox, Taylor, Henderson, Davis, (k*aly, Newton and Ber- 
ringer farms were operated rapidly. Tack Brothers i)aid ten-thousand dollars 

to Taylor for thirty acres and Porter Phi|)ps leased 
fifteen acres, which he sold to Emerson & Brown- 
son, whose first well started at seven-hundred l)ar- 
rels. Phillips Brothers’ No. 3 well, on the Gealy 
farm, was a four-hundred-barreler. In January, 
1877, Frank NesbiPs No, 2, Henderson farm, flowed 
five-hundred barrels, and in February the Galloway 
began at two-hundred. The McCalmont Oil-Com- 
pany’s Big Medicine, on the Newton Farm, tipped 
the beam at one-thousand barrels on June seventh. 
Mitchell & Lee’s Big Injun flowed three-thousand 
barrels on June eighteenth, the biggest yield in the 
district. Ten yards away a galaxy of Franklinites 
drilled the driest kind of a dry-hole. In August 
the McCalmont No. 31 and the Phillips No. 7 
gauged a plump thousand apiece. These were the 
largest wells and they exhausted speedily. The 
oil from the Gealy No, i was hauled to Scrubgrass until connections could be 
laid to the United Pipe-Lines. The Bullion field, in which a few skeleton- 
wells produce a few barrels daily, extended seven miles in length and three- 
eighths of a mile in width. Like the business-end of a healthy wasp, ‘‘it was 
little, but— oh, my ! ” It swerved the tide from Bradford and ruled the petro- 
leum-roost eighteen month.s. Summit City on the Simcox farm, Berringer 
City on the Berringer farm, and Dean City on the McCalmont farm flourished 
during the excitement. The first house at Summit was built on December 
eighth, 1B76. In June of 1877 the town boasted 
two-hundred buildingB and fifteen-hundred pop- 
ulation. Abram Myers, the last resident, left in 
April of 1B89. All three towns have “faded 
into nothingness” and of the five-hundred wells 
producing at the summit of Bullion’s short-lived 
prosperity not a doxen survive. Westward a 
new strip was opened, the wells on several farms 
yielding tlteir owners a plea.sant income. J, J. 

Myers, who.se home is now at Hartstown, oper- 
ated successfully in this district. George Ram- 
sey, an entari>rising dtixen, is the lucky owner 
of a number of slick wells. The pretty town of 
Clintonville has been largely benefited by oil- 
operations in the vicinity. It is surrounded by 
II fine agricultural country and p08sesse.s many desirable features as a place of 
residence. Bullion had its turn and others were to follow in short meter. 


‘Tl# mot too lato to a newtr wtjrld, 

Tho’ much tak^i, much abidei.*’ 

Mi^orSt. (kHirgC"* 4 he kindly old man ileeim in the Franklin cemetery- 
had a l>imch of wt?lls and lived in a small house close to the Allegheny-Valley 
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track, near the sidinj^ in Rot'klancl township tliat hears liis nanie. At Rock- 
land Station a stone chimney, a landmark for many years, marked the tsirly 
abode of I Ion. Idisha W. Davis, who operated at Franklin, was speakca* of the 

Ilonse t»f Representativi'S anti thi* 
State-Senate five loniis atul spent tin* 
cltrsing years t>f hist aetive life In idiila- 
deipliia. Fmlenttm, tin* liv't‘Iy town at 
the south-eastern corner of Vtmang'ti 
rounty, was n tlinving* plaet* pritn* to 
the oiFdevelt»|>ment llie wells in 
the vicinity w*ere generally tnetliimi, 
kitcltey Run having some of the best. 
'Hiis romatuir streinn, soutli t»f the 
lowit, iHwdefs Clarion ctuinty for a 
mile or two from Its mouth. Joint 
Kerr, a stpiutter, cieared it |>orlton tif 
the forest iirid was drowned in the 
river, slipping otTa flat rock twai miles 
Ik»Iow' Ids Idt of hind. The site of 
hhnlenton was survt^yed iind llte w^ar- 
runt from the state given In 1796 tt> 
Samuel B. F«)X, great-griindfather of 
the late William latgati Ih>x and J. M. 
Fox, of Foxburg. Joseph M., son of Samuel li Fi>x, stHtled on the limd In 1B37* 
Andrew McCasHn owned the tract above, from alKHit where the Vidley H«itel 
and the public-school now stand. He was elected Hherif! Iii iSjt iind Inillt an 
iron-furnace. Asa complinient to Mrs. Inix— Miss lliinnii hattlen— he named 
the hamlet Emlenton. Doctor James 
Grow'e built the third house in tlie settle* 
ment. The covered wooden-bridge, 
usually supposed to have been brought 
over in tlie Mayflower, withstood (IoikIs 
and ice-gorgesuntil Aprilof iBHj. John 
Keating, who had the second store, 

Iniilt a furnace near St, Petersburg and 
held a thousand acres of Ituul. Gib 
producers wcu'e well represented in the 
growing town, which has been the Iiome 
of Marcus Hulings, L. E. Mallory, I), 

I). Moriarty, M. C. Treat and R. W. 

Porterfield. James Bennett, a leader 
in business, built tlie brick opt^ra-house 
and the flour-mills and headed the com- 
pany that built the Emlenton & Ship- 
penville Railroad, which ran to Eden- 
burg at the height of the Clarion de- 
velopment. Emlenton is supplied with 
naturabgas and noted for good schmds, 
good hotels and get-up-and-get citlmis tintl Is wlitviiwake In rr.H|iert. 

Dr. A. W. Crawford, of Emknton, who ic^rved in the wiw 

appointed consul to Antwerp by President Lincoln lit i^»i. Al llie time lie 
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reaclunl Antwerp a cheap illnminant was unknown on the continent. Gas was 
used in the cities, but the people of Antwerp depended mainly upon rape-seed 
oil. Only wealthy people could alford it and the poorer folks went to l)ed in the 
dark. From Antwerp to Brussels the country was shrouded in gloom at night. 
Not a light could be seen outside the towns, in the most populous section on 
earth. A few gallons of American rellned had appeared in Antwerp previous 
to Dr. Crawford’s arrival. It was regarded as an object of curiosity, A lead- 
ing firm iiKiuircd about this new American prodiu't and Dr. Crawford was the 
man wlio could give the information. He was from the very part of the coun- 
try where the new illutninant was produced. The upshot of the matter was 
that Dr. Crawford put the firm in communication with American shippers, 
which led to an order of forty barrels by Aug. Scluniti^ & Son, Antwerp dealers. 
Tile article had tremendous prejudice to overcome, but the exiiorters suc- 
ceeded in fiually disposing of their stock. It yielded them a net return of forty 
francs. The oil won its way and from the humble beginning of forty barrels 
in 1861, the following year witnes.sing a demand for fifteen-lmndred-thousand 
gallons. By 1863 it had come largely into use and since that time it has become 
a staple article of commerce. Dr. Crawford served as consul at Antwerp until 
1866, when he returned home and began a successful career as an oil-producer. 
It was fortunate that Col. Drake chanced upon the shallowest spot in the oil- 
regions where petroleum has ever been found, when he located the first well, 
and equally lucky that a practical oilman represented the United States at Ant- 
werp in 1861. Had Drake chanced upon a dry-hole and some other man been 
consul at Antwerp, oil-developments might have been retarded for years. 

** Oft what seems a trifle, 

A mere nothing in itself, in some nice situations 
Turns the scale of Fate and rules important actions.*’ 

It i.s interesting to note tliat in tlie original land-warrants to Samuel M. Fox 
certain mineral-rights arc reserved, although oil is not specified. A clause in 
each of the documents reads: 

* “ Tt) the use of liim, tlie hiUcI Samuel M. Fox, ills heirs and aiiigns forever, free and 

c lear cjf all res^trlrlkiti and renervaticm as to mlncH, royalties, ciult-rents or otherwise, exceptitig’ 
and reHcrvinn’ only the fifth part of all ^(old and silver-ore for the use of this Commonwealth, to 
he delivered at the pit’s mouth free of nil charges. 

The lands of Joseph M. Fox e.x tended five miles down the Allegheny, to 
the north bank of the Clarion River. He built a home a mile back of the Alle- 
gheny and endeavored to have tlie county-seat established at the junction of the 
two streams. The village of Foxburg, which bears the family-name and is four 
miles below Fmlentou, had no axustence until long after his death. Contrary 
to tlu^. u(XH*pted opinion, he was not a Quaker, nor do his descendants belong to 
tlu‘ SiM-iety of bTusuls or any religious denomination in particular. 

The j>ru(k‘iu:e and wisdom of his father’s policy left the estate in excellent 
simile when its management devolved largely upon W, L, Fox. Progressive 
and far-seeing, the young man pos.sessed in eminent degree the busmess-quali- 
tit‘H needt‘tl to handle vast interests successfully. His honored mother and his 
youugiT lirotlun* aided him in building up and constantly improving the rich 
lutrilage. ( liboperations upon and around it added enormously to the value of 
tlu^ property. Hundreds cif prolific wells yielded bounteously and tlie town of 
h'oxburg blosHomtal into the prettiest spot on the banks of the Allegheny. The 
Foxes ereeh^d a spadems school and hotel, graded the streets, put up dainty 
resitUauH^s and foslefisl the g rowing community most generously. A bank was 
establislHsl, stories and dwellings multiplied, the best people found the sur-* 
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roundings crongenial and the lawless element hatl 110 in the attractive 

•settlement. The master-hand of William Logan Ih»x was vlsihlt* i‘veryw!u*re. 
With him to plan was to execute. He construcled the railrciiul that ronnec’ted 
Foxl)urg with St. Petersburg, lulenlmrg and Clarion. Tlie slow hac^ks gave 
way to the swift iron-lu>rse that brought the interior towns intc» elost* roinmuni- 
•cation with each other and the world outside. It woultl be tm|iosHil>le to esti- 
mate the advantage of this enterpri.se to the produceni and the ciltums of tho 
adjacent country. 

The narrow-gauge railroad from Foxburg to Cltirkm was an etigineeriug 
novelty. It ^ig-isagged to overcome the big lull at the slarl, twasted around 
ravines and crossed gorges on dizxy trestles. Near Clarktn wits the higliest 


and longest bridge, a wooden structure 



ttAiLROAD mtmm nkar clahoh. 


on HtiltH, curved nut! single-lnu^ktHl 
One dark night fulruttimer4‘mp!oyed 
by a PittHburg house was drawn over 
it safely In a tmggy. II10 tiorse left 
the wagon»rtiud, got on tlie railroiid- 
tmck, walked across the brklgtt-— 
the ties siipi sorting tin* rails were 11 
ft>ot iipiirt— luid fetidied tip at Ills 
stable about lukliiigltt Tlitt drum- 
mer, who had Iiiililbed too freely 
and was fast a»lei*p In ttiti vetik'le, 
knew nothing of tlie tlrivt% wliirli llm 
marks of the wlieelM on the np’* 
preaches luul tlie lien reveal«‘d itt*xt 
morning, Tli« liorws k«*|it' t 1 o*iely to 
the center of tliii track, while this 
wheels on the right were oiitrilde- the 
rails. Had tliufiililitiil itiiltital vtH*rt!cl 
a kmt to the rigliL the bitggy wonkl 
have tiimliled over the trestle and 
there would have breit 11 %^n<^ant 
dimlr In coinmerrliil ranks mu\ 11 


now voice in the celestial c;hoir. That the iKirsc did not hti*p lit*tweeii the ties 
and stick fast was a wonder. Thu trip was as puriloim ns the llfilifiiiimeihiii pas- 
sage to Paradise over a slack-wire or BiondiiPs tight-ropu trip 4icf«»» Nkigiirii, 

Mr. Fox’s busy brain conceived even greiiter tilings for tint benefit of ilt« 
neighborhood. Millioni of ciipitid enabled him to cmrry out ideiiM of IiIh 
resourceful mind. He created opportunities to iiivv»i lik wrultii in ways Hint 
meant the greatest good to the greiitest number. Tim funilly livurtiiy Mcroiided 
his efforts to advance the general welfare. He built mid o|»eruli7il tlito mly 
sive hKlividual plpedine in the oil-regions. To extend tlio triidr itiid 
of F'oxburg he devised new linei of railway, which woiitil Iruver^ a f#»rltoii 
abounding in coal, timber and iigricultuml products, f U oittlliied tlio plitii *if 
an immense refinery, desi|^ed to employ a host tff skilled workiiicii mtil iitllke 
the cnide-oil derived from the wells within itveral miles of fik lioiiic. lit the 
midst of these and other useful projects, in the very hifytlity o-f vigorous iiiiiii* 
hood, just as the fhll fruition of hii highest ho|m iilawit to l«* gmiidly 

realised, the end of his bright career came suddenly. Ilk dcutlt, unit in iln* 
discharge of duty, was alm«it tragic in its maimer imd fmuUn. 

In February of 1880 Conductor W, W, Gaither, of lliv Foxhiifg-Clnrltin 
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Railroad, ejected a peddler named John Clancy from his train, near King’s 
Mills, for refusing to pay his fare. Clancy shot Gaither, who died in a few days 
from the wound. W. L. Fox was the president of the road and a warm per- 
sonal friend of the murdered conductor. He took charge of the [)istol and 
became active in bringing Clancy to punishment. Clancy was i)laced on trial 
at Clarion. President P\>x was to produce the pistol in court. Leaving home 
on the early train for Clarion, he had proceeded some distance from Foxburg 
when he discovered he had forgotten the i^istoL He stopped tlie train and ran 
back to get the weapon. When he returned he was almost exhausted. W. J. 
McConnell, beside whom he was sitting, attempted to revive him, but he sank 
into unconsciousness and expired in the car near the spot where his friend 
Gaither was shot. Clancy was convicted of murder in the second degree and 
sentenced to eight years in the penitentiary. His wife and twelve-year-old son 
were left destitute. The boy went to work for a fanner near St. Petersburg. 
A week later, it is smd, he was crossing a field in which a vicious bull was feed- 
ing. The bull attacked him, ripped his side open, tossed him from the field 
Into the road and the boy died in a short time. Besides these fatalities result- 
ing from Clancy’s crime, the business of Foxburg was seriously crippled. The 
village depended mainly upon the oil-business of 
the Fox estate, of which Mr. Fox, although only 
twenty-nine years old, was manager. Its three- 
thousand acres of oil-territory, but partially devel- 
oped, yielded forty-five-thousand barrels of crude 
a month. The refinery was never built, the pipe- 
line was sold and extensive development of the 
property practically ceased. The pathetic death of 
William Logan Fox took the distribution of a mil- 
lion dollars a year from th.e region about Foxburg. 

The stricken family erected a splendid church to 
his memory, but it is seldom used. Much of its 
trade and ijopulatiou has sought other fields and 
the pretty town is merely a shadow of the past. 

“ The uuiHKive gutcH c»f eireumstaiiee 
Are lurnctf upon theHmulleni hinge, 

And i\nm some neemiug pettieMt chuuce 
Oft gives our life its iiuer tinge,’* 

Fertig 8 c Hammond drilled numerous wells on the Fox estate in 1870-71 
and started a bank. Operations were pressed actively by producers from the 
upt^er districts. Foxburg was the jumping off point for pilgrims to the Clarion 
field, which Galey No. i well, on Grass Flats, inaugurated in August, 1871. 
Others on the Flats, ranging from thirty to eighty barrels, boomed Foxburg 
and si)eedily advanced St. Petersburg, three miles inland, from a sleepy village 
of thirty houses to a busy town of three-thousand population. In September 
of iBjf Marcus HuUngs, whose great specialty was opening new fields, finished 
a hundred-barrel well on the Ashbaugh farm, a mile beyond St. I\*tersburg. 
The town of Antwerp was one re.sult. The first building, erected in the spring 
of 1872, in sixty days had tli© company of four groceries, three hotels, Innu- 
merable saloons, tekgraph-offlce, school-house and two-hundred dwellings. 
Its general style was summed up by the victim of a poker-game in the expres- 
sive words : II you want a smell of brimstone before supper go to Antwerp !” 
Fire in 1873 wiped it off tire face of the planet. 

Charles H, Cramer, now proprietor of a hotel in Pittsburg, left the Butler 
field to drill the Antwerp well, in which he had a quarter-interest. James M. 
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l^ainbin^, for vvln)tvi Ik; hatl Ikvu clrillinj»\ jokin*;ly rt'iuaikiHi : ‘’Wluii you 
rc;lurn ‘broke’ from Ihc wildcat well on the AshbaiiK'h farm I will liavi* aiiolhor 
job for you.” It illustrates the ups and downs of tlu* oil !»usi}u*ss in llu* 
seventies to note that, when the vvt‘ll was <'onipIeti‘th bambini had met witli 
financial reverses and Cranu*r Wt'is in a jmsition to give out jobs mi Ins own 
hook. Victor (Iretter was one of the spectators of the oil fUnving over tin* 
derrick. The waste suggest etl to him the idea of tlie oil suer, whic*!i he 
patented. This strike reduced the price of iTude a ilt>llar a barrel, ,Antw«*rp 
would have been more important but for its nearness to St. Iknersburg, whi«*h 
disastrous fires in 1872-3 could not prevent from ranking with the best tt)wns of 
Oildom, Stages from Foxburg were crowdetl until the narrow- gauge railroad 
furnished improved facilities for travel. Scliools, churtiies, hotels, newspapers, 
two banks and an opera-house flourished. The Pickwick Cdub was a famous 
social organization. The Collner, Shoup), Vensel, ikilmt-r anti Ashbaugli farms 
and Grass Flats produced three-thousand barrels a day. Gil was five to six 
dollars and business strode ahead like the wearer of the Hevend.eague Boots, 
Now the erstwliile busy town is back to its |)ristine ({uietude and the farms that 
produced oil have resumed the production of corn and grass. 

A jolly Dutchman near St Petersburg, who married his second wife soon 
after the funeral of the first, wits visited with a two-hours’ serenade In token t>f 
disapproval. lie expostulated pathetically thus : ‘vlsay, poys, yim ought to 
be ashamed of myself to be making all dish noise ven der vas 11 funeral here 
purtysoon not long ago.” This dispersed the party more efiertually than a 
bull-dog and a revolver could have done. 

A girl just returned to St. Petersburg from a Boston high-sdtool said, n|M>ii 
seeing the new fire-engine at work : Who would evah have dweiimed such a 
vewy diminutive looking apawatu.s would hold so much wiittiih 1” 

“Where are you going?” said mirth-loving Con. O’ I kmntil to iin ehkriy 
man in a white cravat whom he overtook on the outskirtH t»f Antwerp and pro- 
posed to invite to ride in his buggy. ” I am going to heaven, my son, I liavo 
been on my way for eighteen years,” “Well, good*l>yi?, old fellow I If you 
have been traveling toward heaven for eighteen years and got no nearer than 
Antwerp, I will take another route.” 

The counse of operations extended past Keating Inirniice, uji iind lieyoncl 
Turkey Run, a dozen miles from the mouth of the Clarkm River. C.#caid wellii 
on the Ritts and Neeley farms originated Richmoiul, a small pliic*e that fwzletl 
out in a year. The Irwin well, a mile farther, flowtal tltreeduiiidred fmrri^b 
in September of 1S72. The ga.s took fire and burned three ttieti to d<?iith, 
The entire ravine and contiguous slopes piroved deslnihle territory, although 
the streak rarely exceeded a mile in breadth. Turkey City, hi a iiic'o oxpfinm* 
to the east of the famous Slicker farm, for months wm Hcctiittl only hi Bt 
Petersburg as a frontier town. It had four stages to Inixburg, a poid-oflk^r, 
daily mail-service and two passable hotels. (»eorge Wiwhliigtoii, who ti«>k a 
hack at a cherry-tree, might have preferred walking to the drive over the 
rough, cut-up roads that led to and from Turkey City. TIi«' welk averiiged 
eleven-hundred feet, with excellent sand and loads of giis for fuel RirhartI 
Owen and Alan Cochran, of Rouseville, opened a Jack^pot t»fi the Johnson 
farm, above town. Wells lasted for yearn and this mmk of the Cliirloti dktrict 
could match pennies with any other in the business of prodiiring oil. 

Northward two miles was Dogtown, tmutifully iftwnted In the iniilst of 11 
rich agricultural section. The descendents of the first Hctllors retain tliclr cliiir- 



DOWN THE /JC-ZACa/i/) STREAN, 245 

acteristics of their Oerman ancestors, h'nigal, lionest and industrious, they 
live comfortably in their narrow sphere and save Iheir j^ains. The Delo farm, 
another mile north, was for a time the limit of developments. True to his 
instincts as a discoverer of new territory, Marcus l lulings went six miles norlli- 
east of St. Petersburg, leased B. Delo’s farm and drilled a forty-barrel well in 
the st)ring of 1872. Enormous ciuantities of gas were found in the second sand. 
The oil was piped to Oil City. A half-mile east, on the Hummdl farm, Salem 
townshi[), Lee Pliimer struck a himdred-barreler in July of 1872. The Hum- 
mell farm had been occupied for sixty years by a veneral)le Teuton, whose 
rustic son of fifty-five summers described himself as ‘‘the pishness man ov the 
firm.” The new well, twelve-hundred feet deep, had twenty-eight feet of nice 
sand and considerable gas. Its success liore fruit speedily in the shape of a 
^‘towii ” dubbed Pickwick by Plumcr, who belonged to the redoubtable Pick- 
wit^k Cliil) at St. Petersburg. A cpiarter-mile ahead, on a three-cornered t)lot, 
Triangle City bloomed. The first building was a hotel «and the second a hard- 
ware store, owned by Laveus & P-vans. Charles Lavens operated largely in the 
Clarion region and in the northern field, lived at P“'ranklin several years and 
removed to Bradford. He is president of the Bradford Commercial Bank and- 
a tip-top fellow at all times and under all circumstances. Evans may claim 
recognition as the author, in the muddled days of shut-downs and suspensions 
in 1B72, of the world-famed platform of the Grass-Flats producers : “ Resolved 
that we don’t care a damn I’* The three tailors of Tooley street, who issued 
a manifesto as “We, the people of England,** were outclassed by P>ans and 
his friends. News of their action was flashed to every “council ’ * and “union ’* 
in the oil-country, with more stimulating effect than a whole broadside of for- 
mal declarations. Triangle, Pickwick and Paris City have passed to the realm 
of forgetfulness, 

Marcus Hidings, a leader in the world of petroleum, was born near Phil- 
ipsburg, Clarion county, and began his career as a producer in i860. For 
.some yeans he had been a contractor and builder and he turned his practical 
knowledge of mechanics to good account. His earliest oil-venture was a well 
on the Allegheny River aliove Oil City, for which he refused sixty-thousand 
dollars. ^Fo l)e nearer the producing-fields, he removed to Emlenton and 
resided tliere a number of years. The Flulings family had been identified with 
Venango county from the first settlement, one of them establishing a ferry at 
PYunklin a century ago. Prior to that date the family owned and lived on 
wliat is now Duncan’s Island, at the junction of the Susquehanna and Juniata 
Rivers, fifteen miles north-west of Harrisburg. Marcus was a pathfinder in 
ITirest county and opened the Clarion region. He leased Clark & Babcock’s 
six-thousand acres in McKean county and drilled hundreds of paying wells. 
Deciding to locate at Oil City, he built an elegant home on the Soutli Side and 
bouglit a deliglitful place in Crawford county for a summer residence. His lib- 
erality, enterprise and energy seemed inexhaustible. He donatitd a magnificent 
hall to Allegheny College, Maadville, aided churches and schools, relieved the 
poor and was active in political aflairs. Besides his vast bil-interests he had 
mines in Arizona and California, mills on the Pacific coast and huge lumbar- 
tracts in West Virginia. Sdf-poised and self-reliant, daring yet prudent, brave 
and trustworthy, he was one of the grandest representative.^ of the petroleum- 
industry. Neither puffed up by prosperity nor unduly cast down by adversity, 
ha met olistiides resolutely and accepted results manfully. My last talk with 
him was at Pittsburg, where he told of his endeavor to organize a company to 
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served in the Legislature three terms. He iiitwitltitvcl tiir liilh; 
railroad-discriiuinatiouH and was a strcing debatt»r iwi tlie lliwir. H«*ii4tt»r 
favored him for State Treasurer and attempted to ilir roiiveiitloii 

which uomiuatecl William Livsey. This was the hegiitiiitig oi tlir ditfiiriif-eH 
between Quay and the combine which culmlnnliHl in ilir roiii nl' lla* litlirr and 
the triumph of tlie Beaver 8taU?sma« in 1895- Mr. liulliigs liirn iif c ii| 1 1i|-, 
has a beautiful home and is colonel of tho Slicteeiilfi Megiitiefil of ilit^ Hatiiiiiiil 
Guards. He practiced law i« 1877-81, then devoted his iilleiition to oll-ii|irno 
tious, to mining and lumbering, in which he is at preHcnt 4 ii*vel> riiiioniol 
John Lee drilled his first well on the Hoover farm, iteiir hVattkliii, in 
and he is operating to-day in Clinton md RtM^kliind towit»lii|m. lit* Iihh luid 
his share of storm and sunshine, from dmt^m at Mirkelvilie to n ilire of tlie 
®‘ig Injun at Bullion, in the shifting panorama of olLdevelopiiiirtite for tliirty six 
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develop silver-claims in Mexico. He had grown cdckT and weakrf, but the 
earnestness of youth was still his possession. His eyes sparkled am! Ids lace 
lightened as he shook my hand at parting and Siiiil : " \'ou will hear from me 

soon. If this company can !>e organiml I would mit exchange my Mexican 
properties for the wealth of the Asttirs I*' 

He died in a few weeks, his dream unfulfilled. Losses iii file wamt had 
reduced his fortune without impairing his splendid ctairage, hope aiitl palience. 
He united the endurance of a soldier with tlie skill of a coiimiiiiidcr. Marenis 
Hulings deserved to enjoy a winter of old age as green ii.h spring, as full of 
blossoms as summer, as generous as autumn, i lis son, I Ion, Willis j. I luliiigs, 
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years, but his fortitude and inauliiiess never ninched. l ie is no sour dyspei>tic, 
wh(^se conduct depends upon what he eats for breakfast and who cannot 
believe tlie world is O. K. if he drills a dry-hole occasionally. 

Frederick C. Pluiner and John Lee, partners in the Clarion and Ikitler 
lields, were successful operators, 'fheir wells on the Ilummell farm netted 
handsome returns. By a piece of clever strategy they secured the Diviner 
tract, drilled a well that extended the territory two miles south of Millerstown 
and sold out for ninety-thousand dollars. Plumer tiuit with a competence, 
|)urchased his former hardware-store at Newcastle, took a flyer in the Bullion 
district and died at Franklin, his birthplace and boyhood home, in 1879. 
“Fred” was a thorough man of affairs, prompt, courteous, aflahle and popu- 
lar. His long sickness was borne cheerfully and he faced the end—- he died at 
thirty-one— without rei)ining. His wife and daughter have joined him in the 
land of deathless reunions. 

“ Over the river 1 

Sailing on waters where lotuses smile, 

Paiiing by many a tropical isle, 

Sighting savannas there mile upon mile, 

Over the river 1 

Music forever and beauty for aye, 

Sunlight unending— the sunlight and day, 

ISrever a farewell to weep on the way, 

Over the river!” 

East, north and west the area of prolific territory widened. Wells on the 
Young form started a jaunty development at Jefferson Furnace. Once the 
scene of activity in iron-manufacture, the old furnace had been neglected for 
three decades. Oil awakened the spot from its Rip-Van-Winkle slumber. A 
narrow-gauge railroad crossed Bea- 
ver Creek on a disjzy trestle, which 
afforded an enticing view of derricks, 
streams, hills, dales, cleared farms 
and wooded Hlo];)es. The wells have 
|)umped out, the railroad has been 
switched off and tlie sttnit furnace 
stands again in its solitary dignity. 

James M. Guffey, J. T. Jones, Wesley 
Chaml:)ers and other live operators 
ke|)t branching out until Beaver 
City, Mongtown, Mertina, Edenburg, 

Knox, Elk City, Fern City and Jeru- 
salem, with Cogley as a supplement, 
were the centers of a production that 
aggregated ten-thousand barrels a 
day. The St. Lawrence well, on the 
Bowers farm, a mile north of Eden- 
burg, was finished in June of 1873 
and directed attention to Elk town- 
ship. B^or two years it pumped slxty- 
uine barrels a day, six days each week, the owners shutting it down on Sunday. 
Previously Captain Hasson, of Oil City, and R. Richardson, then of Tarr B^arm 
and now of Franklin, bad drilled in the vicinity, Ten dusters north of the 
Bowers farm augured poorly for the St. Lawrence. It disappointed the prophets 
of evil by striking a capital sand and producing with a regularity surpassed 
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only by one well on Cherry Run. It was iu>t ‘’a luvt*ly low niosi firrri'ly 
sought, that lost its eliarin l)y Ihsiir caught.’* 

The SI. Lawrence jumped the ni»rthern end of the I'hirioit iii*4ri<*t to the 
front. I lundrcsls of wells ushtTed in new towns, Kinix. on ilir‘ Bowers farm, 
attained a post-o(lice, a hardware store and a dtwii tlwrlliiigH, its |iroxiinily 
to Edenburg preventing larger growth. The vn^s-^nnuU cidieilion of five- 
houses and a store ktiown as Edenburg progressed iiiiitieiisely. John ^len* 
denhall and]. 1. Best’s farm-lumses, ‘Srpure Kribbs’s roitiiiry'Store and jiisika- 
mill, a l)lacksmith»Hhop and three dwellings constiliiletl file plat'e at llir* date of 
the St. Lawrence advent. The nearest Indel-^-tlie llerlin llniise ■■ was lln’re 
miles northward. In six montlus the (|uiet village beratiie a Ihihv* liustling, 
prosperous town of twentydive hundred popniiiliori. It liaci liiir iiolels, Itiie 

stores, banks and pa>|)le whom a dost ruetive fire -it tdiiitiiialed tiviidhirdH of 

the Imiklings in one night-sanild not send to the heiidt/* Wlieii the ihiiiies 
had been subdued, a crowd of sulferers gathered at two cfchick iit the iiiiiriiiiig; 
sang “ Home, Sweet Homed’ and at seven were rExiriiig a\va\ flit* to 

rebuild. Narrow-gauge railroad.H were built and llitHblkH tlklii’i mate »il the 
cars. Elk City flung its antlers to the breeze two tulles east Isaar NL Batter 
son-he is president of the Franklin Savings liaiik and a big operator iit liidi' 
ana— had a creamy patch on the Kaiser farm. Jenisalrni’ii lir^il airhal i dif 
fey’s wells created it~was a Clarion delegate with a tent aiwl a « .iiipitif lic|iiid' 4 . 
He dealt the drink over a rough Ixrard, improvmecl m a roitiil«*i, *10 briskly Itntl 
his receipts in two days footed up seven-hundred dollar*^, fie had 110 Ik'iirfC, 
an officer got on the trail anti the vendor dmitnpetL Hr k iioiv .tiEaiirr' 
agent of a popular show, wears diamonds the ske of uviliiiil^ anil trlb* of 
oil -region stories. The Clarion field was not iidlamed by rimriiioiei gtiHlirrs, 
but the wells averaged nicely and poisesaed the ciirdiii.il viitin^ of eiidiiriiig 
year after year. It is Old Sol, steady iiiul |M»rsc*veriitg. aiifl iml llit* 
meteor, “a moment here, then gone forever/* thiil ligliH iiiid Iiriip 4 tint ixiitti 
and is the fellow to bank upon. 

An Edenburg mother fed her year^dd baby tin sliced tiirtiiitlirn ittnl milk, 
and then desired the prayers of the church *HH?ciiuHr the l.iifil ii ^4 4 W 4 V tit-^r 
darling.’* “How is the baby?** anxiously in<|tilrrd one htilv of aiiutlirr at 
Beaver City. “ Oh, baby died last week, I thank you/* wan liir ot 4I rrplv. 
Some of the oilmen were lllierally endowiHl with the tlrv«ilioii 4 l 
When the news of a bla/ing tank of oil at Mcrliiiii roiirltt^l Kiiiiilnirg, .1 Jotiv 
operator telegraphed the fact to Oil City, with the iidticiidiiiii? ** lui^rylliiiig ban 
gone hdlward.” A Imlf-hour later came his smiitd di^palilt: ** Hie oil k 
blazing, with big flamci going heavcnwiirdd* Such 4 liiippy bltiidiiig of ilit^ 
infernal with the celestial is seldom witnessed In ordinary hmm%% 

The behavior of some people hi a crisis Is a wotidrrfiil piw/lr* 
funnier than a pig-dreus. At the St. Petersburg fire, wlilrli ^nit half ilte 
up in smoke, an old woman resumed from the Adiiiiti I if 111*4% with ,1 li.ig of 
money containing four-hundred dolliii^, was imlignmit tltal her fill v r«»iit 
tacles had been left to burn. A male guest storitiwl o%’i*r file ltiH% of lik 
satchel, which a servant had carried into the street, anil tlirrati'iird 4 Hiilllor 
damages. The satchel was found and otHtned. It li.ul a pair of ilirir ^ork 4 . 
two dirty collars, a comb and a toothbrush 1 Tht? iiimi willt firr^'a'itre «if iiiiiitl 
to throw his mother 4 n-kw from the fourth-itory window iiiiil carry a 
pillow down stairs was not on hand. Bt. Petersliiirg liatl im futii 'Hlury 

John Kiley and “ Ed/’ Callaghan headed a cirdo of Jolly jokew mt Triiiiiglti 
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City and Edeiibur|>'. I latchini^ practical sells was their meat and drink. One 
evening* they emidoyed .a stranger to personate a constable Irom Clarion and 
arrest a pipe-line clerk for the paternity of a bogus offspring. In vain the 
astonished victim protested his innocence, although he acknowledged knowing 
the alleged mother of the alleged kid. The minion of the law turned a deaf 
ear to his prayers for release, but consented to let him go until morning upon 
paying a five-dollar note. The poor fellow thought of an everlasting flight from 
(3ildoiuand was leaving the room to pack up his satchel when the “ constable’' 
ai)i)eared with a sui)ply of fluids. 'Die joke was explained and the crowd 
liciuidated at the e.xpense of the subject of their pleasantry. Kiley was an oil- 
man and operated in the northern Helds. Callaghan slung lightning in the 
telegraph-office. He itiarried at Kdenburg and went to Chicago. His wife 
procured a divorce and married a well-known HarrisburgcT. 

A letter from his feminine sweetness, advising him to hurry up if he wished 
her not to marry his rival, so flustrated an lulenburg druggist that he imbibed 
a full tumbler of Jersey lightning. An irresistible longing to lie down seized 
him and he stretched himself for a nap on a lounge in a room back of the 
store. John Kiley discovered the sleeping beauty, spread a sheet over him 
and prepared for a little sport. He let down the blinds, hung a piece of crape 
on the door and rushed out to announce that “Jim” was dead. People 
flocked to learn the particulars. Entering the drug-store a placard met their 
gaze; “Walk lightly, not to disturb the corpse!” They were next taken to 
the door of the rear apartment, to see a pair of boots protruding from beneath 
a sheet. Nobody was permitted to touch the body, on a plea that it must await 
the coroner, but the friends were invited to drink to the memory of the 
deceased pill-dispenser and suggest the best time for his funeral. Thus mat- 
ters continued two hours, when the “corpse” wakened up, kicked ofl' the 
sheet and walked out! His friends at first refused to recognize him, declaring 
the ai)parition was a ghost, but finally consented to renew the acquaintance 
ui)on condition that lie “set ’em up” for the thirsty multitude. 

A Clarion operator, liaving to spend Sunday in New York, strayed into a 
fashionable dmrch and was shown to a swell seat. Shortly after a gentleman 
walked down the aisle, glared at the stranger, drew a pencil from his iiocket, 
wrote a moment and handed him a slii) of paper inscril^ed, “This is my pew.” 
Tile unabashed Clarionite didn’t blufl'a little bit. He wrote and hand(»d hack 
the piqier : “ ft’s a darned nice pew. How much rent do you ante up for it?” 
The New-Yorker saw the joke, sat down quietly and when the service dosed 
shook hands with the intruder and asked him to dinner. The acquaintance 
begun so oddly ripened into a poker-game next evening, at which the oilman 
won enough from the city clubman to pay ten years’ fiew-rent. At parting he 
remarkexl ; “Who’s in the wrong iiew now?” Then he whistled softly: 
“ Let me off at Buffalo !” 

Clarion’s products were not confined to prize pumiikins, mammoth- corn 
and oil-wells. The staunch county supplied the tallest member of the National 
Guard, in the person of Thomas Near, twenty-one years old, six feet eleven in 
iiltitudinous mea.surement and about twice the thickness of a fence-rail. The 
Clarion company was mustered in at Meadville. General Latta’s look of aston- 
ishment as he suryeyed the latitude and longitude of the new recruit was ex- 
ceedingly comical. He rushed to Governor Hartranft and whispered, “Where 
in the name of Goliath did you pick up that yming Anak?” At the next 
annual review Near stood at the end of the Clarion column. A staff-officer, 
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believed in progress and acted strictly on the scpiare. Not one dollar of his 
splendid winnings came to him iii a manner for wliich he needs blush, or apolo- 
gize or be ashamed to look any man on earth straight in the face. He did nqt 
get liis money at the expense of his conscience, of his self-respect, of Ihs gen- 
erous instincts or of his fellow-men. Of how many millionaires, in this age of 
shoddy and chicanery, of jobbery and corruption, of low trickery and inordi- 
nate desire for wealth, can tliis l)e said? 

Mr. Guffey is an ardent Democrat, but sensible voters of all classes wished 
him to represent them in Congress and gave him a superb send-off in the oil- 
portion of the Clarion district Unfortunately the fossils in the back-town- 
ships i)revenled his nomination. The uncompromising foe of ring-rule, boss- 
domination and machine-crookedness, he is a leader of the best elements of 
his party and not a noisy ward-politician. His voice is potent in Democratic 
councils and his name is familiar in every corner of the producing-regions. 
His oil-operations have reached to Butler, Forest, Warren, McKean and Alle- 
gheny counties. He furnished the cash that unlocked the Kinzua pool and 
extended the Bradford field miles up Foster Brook. In company with John 
Galey, Michael Murphy and Eld ward Jennings, he drilled the renowned Mat- 
thews well and owned the juiciest slice df the phenomenal McDonald field. 
He started developments in Kansas, putting down scores of wells, erecting a 
refinery and giving the state of Mary Ellen Lease a product drouths cannot 
blight nor grasshoppers devour. He was largely instrumental in developing 
the natural-gas fields of Western Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana, heading the 
companies that piped it into Pittsburg, Johnstown, Wheeling, Indianapolis and 
hundreds of small towns, Fla owns thousands of acres of the famous gas- 
coal lands of his native county, vast coal-tracts in West Virginia and valuable 
reality in Pittsburg. Fie lives in a handsome house at E^ast Liberty, brightened 
by a devoted wife and four children, and dispenses a bountiful hospitali'ty. 
Quick to mature and execute his plans, he dispatches business with great ce- 
lerity, keeping in touch constantly with the details of In's manifold enterprises. 
Fie is tlie soul t)f honor in his dealings, liberal in his benefactions and always 
approiichable. His charm of manner, kindness of heart, keen intuition and 
rare geniality draw men to him and iirspire their confidence and regard. Fie is 
a striking personality, his litlie frame, alert movements, flowing iiair, luxuriant 
mustache, rolling collar, streaming tie, frock-coat and broad-brimmed hat sug- 
gesting General Custer. When at last the vital fires burn low, when his brave 
heart beats weak and slow, when the evening shadows lengtlien and he enters 
the deepening dusk at the ending of many happy years, James M. Guffey will 
have lived a life worth living for its worth to himself, to his family, to the com^ 
munity and to the race., 

“ Tb© f rais is iofter to his tread 

For rest it yields unnumber'd feet ; 

Sweeter to him the wild rose red 

Because It makes the whole world sweet../^ 

Wesley S. Guffey, for many years a prominent operator, resembles his 
brother in enterprise, activity and tha manly qualities that win respect. He 
owns sc:!ores of productive wells, and the firm of Guffey & Queen ranks high in 
the southern fields. He has labored zealously to secure political reform and 
free Pittsburg, where he has his beautiful home and office, from the odious 
thraldom of corrupt bossism. Unhappily the last legislature defeated the 
efforts of good citizens in this direction. Mr. Guffey is a fluent talker, knows 
loti of rich stories and reckons his friends by whole tettalions. Pride and 
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iiu*anness he despises and “his wi»rd is his ImhhI/* Aiioilier lir«itlier. 
(Iiiffey, has been sherilF el‘ Wesliumvlaml eounlv aini a h'Atlim, < ili/eii, 'Hie 
GuITt'VS are men lo trust implieilly. to tie to, to swtMr bv and to liaiik at 

all times and untlerall eireumstanees. 

Major Henry \Vt‘tter, the einlMKiimeiil of honor anil lana’KV. wa*. liie Ur^vni 
<-)l)erator in the Clarion district luUil .swain|Mal by the hav |ifiieii| **il, Heath 

(rnTtiHik him while ay,.itie4 heavy *»dik 

to recuperate his healtli and forltiiie. Iftiwsad it 
is that iluj Iknver liiiist cht' lirfore Ibr' fruit ran 
hlcH>in. A terrible ifeiitiie in l aiisetl bis 

failure in 1 H 77 atid coinpellnl ,\Ierrtck ^tC'oiiley’s 
hklenburg' bank to cIohiv 

" t rjillff I iirifih‘ tr«a/* 

Kdeuburg, in its priiiii* tin* livrlir-»t iiilaitd lowii 
the edaritm dislrlcl could b«»iist, is in llrsivrr tiiwii* 
ship, ten miles frtnii Foiciiiirg nrni lAiilniltni. It 
vvuH nametl l)y J> C.b Meiitleiiliall, wlm l«ir*ilcal mi 
a big farm anti o|Hiietl the ICdeii Iiiti fifty yeari 
agti. Two farms, one two iintl the 

other a mlUi stiiitli-we?it, tif liis litiiiiedariii, itit 
cIuIiIh-kI JeniHiiietti iiiit! rr?i|M"iliveiy, II ni- 

denhiill lived tosetmli tlirre trails |»riMiiirlivr oil- 
territor>% with a tiiwy lomii |wil of ihe 

central tract. J. I. Best, whti died In wim lib eaily iiel|dd»or and Ih l\ 
Krlbbn started a country-store opiMmite tfie Metidetiliali Iti flit* 

spring of 1872 Balliet & Co. drilled a dimter on the first biiiic 1 1 atm t'o. 
had similar ill-luck on the Kiser farm, ti iiiik; f«»lifiwiiig iii ilir Wiike of 

W. J. Brundred’s dry-hole on the Eischelinaii tract »i tiioiiiit Iln* 

St. Lawrence strike changed the aspect of afliiirH aiid llir triiiit*iy into 

notice. Wooden buildings were hurried up, wrik wen* iiHlifil iliioti^th tlir 
sand, crowds thronged the streehi ami lukmlnirg iircitiii*'' llirtviiio’ of 4tir«i4 * 
tion. Page Maplestone had the first hoiei, to mliiili Mofinl tirr «|iiicki% \tir- 
ceeded. The Winebrennertiins had the first I'liiiiiii, *io*«rly by flit* 

Methodists. Two banks, countless stores arid |ilriif\ i 4 ’#4101111*^1, 

drccls of houses and hemts t>f o|)eriUorH were tii iwidriiir. Kitov* Idk 
City, Slam Bang, Wentling, Jefferson, Beaver and ollirr stibtiilMii oil tow it# piit 
in an aiipearanct?. Ross Haney, I). J, Wynasip, tlisirk-v Lavrii#, A, |. I 
hart, Cray Brothers, Cb M. Cushing, Clark Hayes, li F. J. ii. Woltl, 

(L W- Molti?, JoHcpli K, Znver, James Travis, If. Ii lies% Utiiilr# Hlum aiMl 
(Umms of otln^rs wt^rt; familiar figures. J. M. tiilloni ib*^ 

J. Paid l,A^Hlie exploitisi tlie Spirif^ Camplndl llroliirrs loailni lii*- 
and T( mi V¥hittaker fired tdf the rnaltKlorons l###, lid | S. iliiHiii 

dealt in realH^tate and wmte breedly for the Oibdly Saw 

M. M. Meredith and Williiiin Wirt Johnson priirtwd law, Major | fi 
land managed the United Plpe®L!ms and Ckms ilnillim oivin d tlir^ br#l iii'll 
in the diggings, Narrow»guiige railroads liitlll from 4iid 

burg, a borougli charter w’lis obtained and i%7 sniv tlir lomt at ii# litidte*4t 
point. Severe fires icourged It frightfully, the Iliiller ftrlil iiirnl iiciiif *»f tliij 
operators and Edenburg relapm?d Into a tkiy viHage, 

Thomas McConnell, Smith K. Campia!!!, W. Jb Muliiiisoii aiitf J* Ik 
Finlay, of Klttamiing, in i860 puttdmsed two acrei of kinl on tlir %%iM liiiitk of 
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the Allci^heny, ninety rods above Tom’s Run, from Elisha Robinson. Organ- 
izing the Foxburg Oil-Company of sixteen shares, they drilled a well four- 
hundred-and-sixty feet. An obstruction delayed work a few days, the war 
broke out and the well was abandoned. The same parties paid Robinson five- 
thousand dollars in 1865 for one-hundred acres and sold thirty to Philadelphia 
capitalists. The latter formed the Clarion and Allegheny-River Oil-Company 
and sunk a well winch struck oil on Octolx^r tenth, the first produced in the 
upper end of Armstrong county and the beginning of the Parker development. 
Venango was drooping and operators sought the southern trail. The Robin- 
son farm was not perforated as tiuickly as “you could say Jack Robinson,” 
the owners choosing not to cut it into small leases, but other tracts were seized 
eagerly. Drilled deeper, the original Robinson well was utterly dry I Had it 
l)een liihshed in 1860-1 the territory might have been condemned and the 
Parker held never lK‘ard of! 

John Galey’s hundred-barrel well, drilled in 1869 on the island above 
l^arker, relieved the monotony of commonplace strikes— twenty to fifty liarrels 
—on the Robinson and adjacent farms and elevated the district to the top rung 
of the ladder. Parker’s Landing— -a ferry and a dozen liouses—named from a 
pioneer settler, amliled merrily to the head of the procession. The center of 
operations that stretched into Butler county and demonstrated the existence of 
three greasy streaks, Parker speedily became a red-hot town of three-thousand 
inhabitants. Hotels, stores, offices, banks and houses crowded the strip of 
land at the base of the steep cliff, surged over the hill, absorbed the suburbs of 
Lawrenceburg and Farrentown and proudly wore the title of “Parker City.” 
Hosts of capital fellows made life a perpetual whirl of business and jollity. 
Operators of every class and condition, men of eminent ability, indomitable 
hustlers, speculators, gamblers and adventurers thronged the streets. It was 
the vim and spice and vigor of Oil City, Rouseville, Petroleum Centre and Pit- 
hole done up in a single package. A hundred of the liveliest laddies that ever 
capered about a “ bull-ring” traded jokes and stories and oil-certificates at the 
Oil- Exchange. Two fires obliterated nine-tenths of the town, which was never 
wholly rebuilt. Developments tended southward for years and the sun of 
Parker set finally when Bradford’s rose in the northern sky. The bridge and 
a few buildings have held on, but the lianks have wound up their accounts, the 
multitudes liave dispersed, the residence-section of the cliff is a waste and the 
gk.iry of Parker a tradition. As the ghost of Hamlet’s father observed con- 
cerning the l>icyde atmdemy, where beginners on wheels were plentiful : “What 
a falling off was there !” 

Galey leased lands, sunk wells and sold to Phillips Brothers for a million 
dollars. He played a strong hand in Butler and Allegheny and removed to 
Pittsburg, his present headquarters. He possessed nerve, energy and endur- 
ance and, like the conntry-ljoy applying fora job, “wuz jam’d full ov day’s 
work.” He would land a hand to tube hhs wells, lay pipes, move a lioiler or 
twist the tools. There wasn’t a lazy bone in his anatomy. Rain, mud, storm 
or darkness fiad no terrors for the bold rider, who bestrode a raw-boned horse 
and ”took Time by the forelock.” A young lady from New York, whose 
fatlier wa.s interested witli Galey in a tract of oil-land, accomiianied liim on 
one of his visits to Millerstown. She had heard a great deal about her father’s 
partner and tlie producers, whom she imagined to be clothed in broadcloth and 
diamonds. When the stage from Brady drew up at the Central Hotel a gor- 
geous chap was standing on the platform. He sported a stunning suit, a huge 
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coimtiy, hiiwirdeil laiHtlirr gytm **CJh 1 |in|iii/* %iiti r^mi* 
thtiCna lUickwhrittr^ Hit* fatltc*r rliiickkd^ iiitiit tii*»ifiriil gi 
warmly fuul Intruilia^ial liim to lik iwtoiiiiilii.fd tiiiii^lilrr ^ 
Ckitoy i” A luiirty kiigli f(illtiw 4 *d tli© vwliiii »»!* itsr 

John I’L Cki!i*y liim l«a*ii In li*f 4 

iug* from Clarion eownty to Oil Create In lliti Iw fMiiini* 
hole exeltomimt, drilhti 11 lcMt*wtll tliiii thm II* 

started the Fiirker furore with liin lilinid*»trlk#. Iltt h ririy In 
pioneer. I'o him liolongw iht» honor of n^litrtng In 1 

Peutwylvtmla and tin* oikk*vrlo|iiiii;iit^ III Kmmm iititl *fr%.r 
auwena ham n*wardi*<t lii< pmlitonh Inclimillalik? ritotgy, ll»' 
of the fineat ailve-r-mliie hi Idiilw iifiil h«>klii 11 largo ^tokr In 1 ’ 
mdo and Nova-Heotia foldoninm Mr, Clak?y I# thonnigtily 
panlcmnble, has^travdod miifit m %4 olai»r¥««l ck^Iy, iitir ran m 
narrating reminlaoenoea am! ex|i«rlo!icfi of Hln lit tlir iilkrrgl«#ii 
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gold-chain, a dlamoiKl-piii and ptdidird httfiiH. its*- tniiiit gut iiii rrgartl. 

less of expense. ‘Ulln iMipii, I see a prmlurer ! llwl triiisi ln' .\|r. ihdryA 
exclaimed the girl as tills prtilotvpe of llte tlmlf mta hvr ga/f, Htr f.tilin 
glanced at the object, rerogfii^tsl liltii as a iieigtiboriiiK t*arafaidrr atiil spnilofi 
his diiughtefs fandfiil riolkai by ilie eiirl reji*iitilrr : **'rii4l l*latrir«.i fimi 1,4 ^ 
gin-slinger !” Butler liacl long tieen a sort nf by-worti fur |>o%^rriy iiiitl tiinifi. 
ness, the settlers going hythenlckniimeiif**ll»rkwlieais,^‘ an iitijtiii 

imputation, as the simple iieople were kind, lioiirst niitl liiiiiistriuits, In iim^, 
respects presenting a clecitled cotitraHt to of tb«' leor «dtaiiriiN in ilie 

wake of the petrtdeiirnaievekiptneni. llir Xr%v--’Vork vtdior dtovr utii in ttii» 
afternoon to meet Ins biisiiiess-assmiatr, A iiiik^ todoir ihr |ii%iiirr fitriii a 
man on ]iorsebac*k was setai iipproaebiiig. Mittl rtivroal tin* fiiiiilifig amf 
his rider. The young lady, aiixiotiH to dnov bow imirb ^bt- kiirw almiti tlie 
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John McKeow’u drilled 011 the barren hill and the slope.s Ijordering the 
north l)ank of Bear Creek. (Bory Hole i)opi)ed up on B. B. CampbeH’s Bear- 
Creek farm. Campbell— l)lufr, whole-souled “Beii”— isa Bittsburj^ cai)italist, 
big in body and mind, outspoken and independent. “The Campbells are 
coming” could not have found a better herald. He produced largely, bought 
stacks of farms, refined and piped oil and was an imi)()rtant factor in the Arrn- 
strong-Butler devdlopment. At the Ursa Major well, the first on the fiirm, 
large casing and heavy tools were first used, with gratifying results. “Charley 
Cramer juggled the tc;mper-screw and laughed at the chaps who solemnly pre- 
dicted the joints would not stand the strain and the engine would not jerk the 
tools out of the hole. The tool-dresser on Cramer’s “ tower ’’—drilling went 
on night and day, each “tower” lasting twelve hours and the men changing 
at noon and midnight— was A. M. Lambing, now the learned and ;<ealous par- 
ish-priest at Braddock. The well, comi)leted in June of 1871 and good for a 
hundred barrels, was owned t)y James M. Lambing, to whom more than any 
other man the world is indebted for the extension of the Butler field. 

Born in Armstrong county, in 1861 young Lambing concluded to invest 
some time and labor—his sole capital — in a well at the mouth of Tubb’s Run, 
two miles above Tionesta. A dry-hole was the poor reward of his efforts. 
Erillsting in the Eighty-third Regiment, he received disabling injuries, was dis- 
charged honorably, returned to Forest county in 1863, superintended the Den- 
ver Petroleum-Company, dealt in real estate and in 1866 commenced operating 
at Tidioute. A vein of bad luck in 1867 exhausting his last dollar, he sold his 
gold- watch and chain to pay the wages of his drillers. Facing the future 
bravely, he worked by the day, contracted to bore wells at Pleasantville, 
Church Run, Shamburg and Red Hot and bore up cheerfully during three 
years of adversity. In the winter of 1869 he traded an engine for an interest in 
a well at Parker that smelled of oil. For another interest he drilled the Wilt 
& Crawford well and secured lea.ses on Tom’s Run. His Pharos, (Bpsy 
Queen and I.ady Mary wells enabled him to strike out boldly. In comi)any 
witli his brother— John A. Lambing — C. I). Angell and B. B. Campbell, he 
ventured beyond the prescribed limits to tluj Campbell, Morrison and Cibson 
farms. He “wildcatted” farther south, at times with varying success, point- 
ing the way to Modoc and Millerstown. Reverses beset him tem[>orarily, but 
hoi)e and counige and integrity remained and he recovered the lost ground. 
Charital)le, enterprising and sincere, no truer, squarer, manlier man tlian James 
M. Lamliing ever mardied in tlie grand cavalcade of Pennsylvania oil-producers. 
He and John A. retired from the business years ago to engage in other pursuits. 
James M. settled at Carry and served so capably as mayor that tlie citizens 
wanted to elect him for life. His noble, womanly wife, a real helpmeet always, 
made Ins hospltalile home an earthly paradise. He had an office in Pittsburg 
and customere for his Ajax machinery wherever oil is produced. He died In 
January, 1897. “Who can blot his name with any just reproach?” 

Counselled by “spirits,” Abram James selected a block of land on Blyson 
Run, twenty miles up the 'Clarion River, as the location of a rich petroleum- 
iieki. His luck fit Pleasantville induced numbers to belkwe him an infallible 
oil-smeller. The test-well that was to deluge Blyson with crude was bored 
dghteeu-hundred feet. It had no sand or oil and the tools were stuck in the 
hole ! The ** si)irits ” couldn’t have missed the mark more widely if they had 
directed James to mine for gold in a snow-bank. 

Th© Big-Injun well at Bullion, owned originally by Prentice, Wheder 
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Cniwford, was loraUnl in tlu‘ (vntcr of a wlu'at»patfh In' William R. Crawford, 
of iM-anklin, a member of the firm. His tvpiiiion earrtetl against the ehoiee of 
his partners, who preferrtal a spot fifteen nnls eastward, where a well drilled 
later was ‘‘dry as a powder-horn.’* 'Hie direelion ‘'.Smiley’s l‘‘rri,g ” iiUKht 
hapi)en to jump was less uneertain than the taittnnne of many a iliilltun well be- 
fore the to()ls pierced the sand to the last foot ami the mailer positively. 

On October third, 1H75, the boiler at the (loss well, j> 1 - ih'st farm, ex« 
ploded, fatally injuring* Ah^iuti (kiss and instantly killing A. Wilson, the* man 
in diarge. 

The first pipedine in Clarion County was laid in iH;!, by Marlin Harms, 
on lauds of the Fox estate. In October of 1877 the Rev. Or, Newman, Fresi- 
dent Ckant’s pastor in Washington, dt‘dit*ated thesecond linirch the Methodists 
built at ICdenburg. Fire cremaietl the slrucinre and Herlotisly damaged the 
third one on the site in 1879. Probably no other town of its si/.e on the lac'c of 
the earth has sutfered so repeatedly and diHastroiiHly at the IiiiiicIh t»f incen- 
diaries as Kdenbiirg. The third great conflagration, on October thirteenth, 
1878, destroyed twohundred Intildings and thirteen tiil-wells. 

Sad accidents hauoened liefore drillers learned how buiiaiiagi* a flowing 
oil-well with casing in it. At Frank Fertig’s well, Antwerp, a imiii wm bitrntHi 
to death. The burning of the Shoiip 8s, Vensel well *11 'riirkey illy cost 
lives and led to an indignation-meeting at St. IVlersbtirg ti» protent agtdnsl 
•casing. Danger from its use wassexm removed by Victor cirt^lter's Invention 
of the oibsaver. Gretter, a small, dark -haired, ilark-ryed mail, lived at Sb 
Petersburg. He was im inventive genius and 11 Joker fif the ivater, lib 
oil-saver doubtless saved many livtjs, by preventing ga** and oil tioiii cHi^apiitg 
when a vein was tapped and mming in contact with the fin* in 

the derrick. 

Captain John Kissinger, a pioneer settler, died in iKAuit the age of eighty* 
five. He was the father of thirty-four t?hildre«, nine of wlioiii |M*rbln»d bv lib 
dwelling taking tire during the absence of the parents fniiit lioinc. fib maaiiid 
wife, who survived him ten years, wcigltcd thrccdiiiiidrcd poitiitl.H. 

Lillian Kdgarton, the plump luid talented plalforimsiir.ikn, was hilled to 
appear at Franklin. Sim traveled from l*itishtirg by rail A l^arkiT lirokcrj 
was a passenger on the train and wired to the oil-'mcdiaiigr tli»tt Jtwio Maiwlield 
was on board. The news flew and Uve-htindred iitcii Miwal on flic plitforiii 
when the train arrived. Tlio bniker jumped ofl* mid wikl the lit ly had 
near the center of the coach he had Just loft. The boyn cliiiilitti on tht*«!#ir* 
platform, otmned the door and marched In single file along tlie nble to get 
a look at *‘Jogie.*’ The conductor tore lib hiiir in the train 

would not carry such a crowd as struggled to get on, but lie Wtis itiimblbiiiided 
when the long procession began to get oE Tho «eil wm not dimawertHi wiitit 
next morning, by which time the audtor of tho joke had ntnrttfcl on lik sum* 
mer-vacation and could not bo reached by the vlgilnncivcoiiiiiiiilei% 

Down the zig-isitgfecl stream proved to not a fi*w ofiernlor^ ii pleiciaiil 
voyage to wealth and to otliers the direct mad to disaster, Venango, ilarloti 
and Armstrong counties had been explored, with Ilntlcr on ilct4 to surprto 
mankind by the extent and richness of Its amasliig territory. 



WHERE IGNORANCE IS BLISS. 

The first building at Triangle bore in bt)ld letters and bad spelling* a sign 
labeled “Tryangle Hotel.’’ 

“A Black Justice of the Peace” ran the olT-color legetid, painted by an 
artist not up in punctuation, on the weather-beaten sign of ’Scpiire Black, at 
Shippenville. 

An honest Dutch man near Turkey City declined to lease his farm at one- 
fourth royalty, insisting upon as the very lowest he would accept. 

He did not discover that one-eighth was not twice one-fourth until he received 
his first instalment of oil, when he fired off the simple expletive, "‘Kreutii- 
millionendonner wetter !” 

A farmer rather sliy on grammar, who represented Butler county in tlie 
Legislature at the outset of developments around Petrolia, ” brought down the 
house” and a unanimous apiiropriation by his maiden-speech : ” Feller citi- 

zens, if we’uns ui> to Butler county wuz yu’uns down to Harrisburg we’iins 
would give yiPuns what we’uns is after !” 

At Oil City in 1863-4 J. B. Allen, of Michigan, a first-class chemist, had 
charge of the prescri[)tion-department in Dr. Colbert and Dr. I^gbert’s 
drug-store. He could read C'rreek as readily as English, declaim in l.atin by 
the hour, quote from any of the classics and speak three or four modern lan- 
guages. To raise money to pay off a mortgage on, his father’s farm he walked 
across the Allegheny on a wire thirty feet above the water. He carried a large 
flag, attached to a frame mounted on a pulley-wheel, which he shoved with 
one hand, holding* a balance-pole in the other. It was a feat Blonclin could not 
excel. Allen was decidedly eccentric and the hero of unnumbered stories. 
Once a mud-bespattered horseman rushed into the store with a perscription 
that called for a deadly poison. The horseman was informed it was not safe 
to fill it, but he insisted upon having it, saying it bore a prominent doctor’s, 
signature imd there could be no mistake. Allen filled it and wrote on the 
label : “ Caution—If any damphool take.s this prescription it will kill him as 
dead as the devil I” 

General Reed, of Erie, the largest vessel-owner on the lakes, represented 
his district in Congress and desired a second term. The Democrats nominated 
Judge Thompson and Clarion county was the pivot upon which the election 
turned. The contest waxed furious. Near its close the two candidates brought 
up at a big meeting in the wilds of Clarion to debate. Lumbermen and fur- 
nacemen were out in force. Reed led off and on the homestretch told the peo- 
ple Irow he loved them and their county. He had built the fiistest craft on the 
lakes and named the vessel Clarion. As the craft sailed from Buffalo to Erie, 
and from Cleveland to Detroit, and from Saginaw to Mackinaw, to Oconomowoc 
and Manitowoc, Oshkosh, Milwaukee and Chicago, in every port she folded her- 
white wings and told of the county that honored him with a seat in Congress. 
The people were untutored in nautical affairs and listened with rapt attention. 
As the General dosed his speech the enthusiasm was unbounded. Things- 
looked blue for Judge Thompson. After a few moments required to -get the 
audience out of the seventh heaven of rapture, he stepped to the front of the 
platform, leaned over it, motioned to the crowd to come up dose and said: 
“Citizens of Clarion, what General Reed has told you is true. He has built a 
brig and a grand one. But where do you suppose he painted the proud name 
of Clarion ?“ Turning to General Reed, he said: “Stand up here, sir, and tell 
these honest people where you had the painter put the name of Clarion. You 
never thought the truth would reach back here. I sludl tell these people the 
truth and I challenge you to deny one word of it. Yes, fdlow-citizens, he painted 
the proud name of Clarion under the stern of the brig— under her stem, gentle- 
men I” The indignation of the people found vent in groans and curses. Gen- 
eral Reed sat stunned and speechless. No excuses would be accepted and the* 
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ON THE SOUTHERN TRAIL. 


Butler’S Rich Pastures Unfold Their Oleaginous Treasures—The 
Cross-Belt Deals Trumps— Petrolia, Karns Citv and Millerstown— 
Thorn Creek Knocks the Persimmons for a Time -McDonald Mam- 
moths Break All Records— Invasion of Washington— Green County 
PIas Some Surprises— Gleanings of More or Less Interest. 


Pm cornin’ from dc Souf, Sumumu, do’unt yo Mejody, 

“ ARiiin the lurid light gleiimed out.”— y. lioyte Reilly, 

” I hnve never been Iknown to iniHH one end of the trail. ”—y. Fermimore Cooper. 
” An eagle does not catch flies.”— t*roverb, 

‘‘Steii oy step one goea very far.”— l^overb, 

” The light fell like a halo upon their bent heads.”— A’w, John Watson. 

” Either I will And a way or make one.”— O’est. 

” 1 stretch lame hands of faith and grope." — Tennyson. 

” We but catch at the skirts of the thing we woula be.”— t'iife/m Meredith, 

” Where are frost and snow when the hawthorn blooms?”— yityz^<!.s' Stinde. 

” The. things we see are ihadows of the things to he.”— Cary. 

” Oh 1 but a man’s reach should exceetl his grasp.”— Browning'. 

” These little things are great to little man.’’— wiVcr Goldsmith. 

” Bo will a greater fame redound to thee.”— 

'* Every white will have its black and every sweet its sour.”— Z>r. Percy ^ 


r T LONDYKE nuggets, cold, yellow and glitter- 
1/ ing, could not be more fascinating to lovers 
of the most exciting methods of gaining 
wealth than were the oil-wells that started 
Parker on the highway to i)rosperity. All eyes 
turned instinctively southward, believing the next 
center of activity lay in that direction. The Israel- 
ites scanning the horisson for a glimpse of the prom- 
ised land were less earnest and anxious. Butler, 
not Canaan, was on everybody’s lips. “On to 
Richmond/’ the frenzied cry during the civil war, 
appeared in the new dress of “On to Butler!” 
P'or a time, just to catch breath for the supreme 
movement, operators groped their way cautiously. 
But Nai>oleon scaled the Alps and the advance- 
PAvin DouoALL. couriors of the coming ho.st of oilmen climbed 

Farren Hill and the slopes beyond. Julius Casar crossed the Rubicon in days 
of old, so Campbell and Lambing in 1871 crossed Hear Creek, three miles 
south-west of Parker, to plant the tall derricks which signified that the invasion 
of Butler by tlie petroleurnites was about to begin and to be carried tlirough to 
a finish. With Richard each of the bold invaders might declare : 

** I hiwe mk my life upou a cait, 

And I will itand thcs hazard of the die.” 

Butltr, the county-seat of Butler county, was laid out in 180a by the Cim- 
ninghiims, two brothers from Lancaster, who repose in the old cemetery. The 
surveyor was David Dougali, who lived seventy-five years alone, in a shanty 
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near the court-house, dyin^ at niuely-eight. I le owiu’tl a rnvv of tiirnbitMlowii 
frames on the |)ul)lic-st|uare, eye-sores to the eonmumity, hut WiUiltl lust Si*ll lest 
his poor tenants might suffer I>y a change of proprietors I His memory of Unal 
events was marvelous. He walked fnan I )etn»lt Ihrtuigh thi*ft»rest to Ilutler* 
following an Indian trail, and remembered wheat Pittshurg li.ul mily tlirec brit k- 
buildings. He was agent t>f the McCandless family luul once camsenital to 
spend a night at the mansion of his frieiuis in Pittslnirg. 1 o do lioiHjrtt) the 
occasion he wore trousers madts of striptal Ijetl-ticking. i‘ earing fire, he wtiuitl 
not sleep up-stuirs and a l>ed was provuled in tin* parh»r, Al»iiut iiiidiitghi aii 
alarm sounded. Dougall jumped uin gruhbecl liis sIhh-h imd hat imd walked 
home—thirty-three miles— before breakfast, I le was an eccentric bacheltif and 
had his coffin ready for years. It was constructed of tKik, grown on cam of his 
farms, wliich he willed to a frietul upon condition tluit the legatee Imried him at 
the foot of a particular tree and kept a night-watclnnan at \m grave one year. 
He was the last of his rat'e and the last sirrvlvor of the bold pioneers to whoni 
Butler owed its settlement. 

Well-known operators figured in the vicinity of Bear Creek. Joseph Overy 
drilled rows of good wells, pushed south anti foundetl tlH^ towii ernbalined m 
St. Joe in compliment toils progenitor. Marcus IlrtmuHtni— ht? wits active In 
Venango and McKean and died at Titusville— ftiul a widkitver cm ttn^ Walker 
VENANGO. farm, a mile in nclvimce. On lk.mnelly% 

eleven-lnindfittl acres, offered in 
for sijc-thonsimcbdollars, scores of me- 
— diurn wells yielded from iHyi to 1878. 
S. D. Karns drained llie Morrison farm 
and John McKeowii lilt the ** sucker- 
rcKi belt**— so called from its exlnmio 
^ narrowness — near Miirtinsliyrg, Enipli 
g Brothem tickled the miml on the Hheak- 
f ley fftniL U|> the slreinit operntloni 
S W‘<l and Argyle City sprouted on Ih© 
5 hillside. Two miles iiliead, itfion th© 
line dividing tlie Jameson and Blnney 
farms, Dimick, Nesbit ^ Co, finisliecl 
a wildcat well on April sevcnleentli^ 
1892. This was thii noted Fitnny Jmiit— 
gallantly mimed In liomir of 11 pretty 
g!rl»-“ wliidi |Httti|ic‘c| orie«lnifidred barrek 
and gave birth to Pelrolla, ievcii iiiiles 
sc.nilh liy west of Fiirker, George H. 
Dimick, examining lands In Fiiirview 
township, Butler county, decided that a natwrni iMisliiiit ttm jimctloii of Howilt 
Bear Creek and Dougherty Run was oil-territory. Fitly itirii were rnkiitg it 
barn on the Campbell fiirm, overlooking this basin. throc:mliiig bi the spot, 
he proposed to drill a test well If th© ownem of the soil would lease eiioiigli 
land to warrant the undertaking. Terms were agrticd iifioii wlilcli m*riiretl 
twenty acres of the Blimey farm, sixtcfon of the Jftmosotg fen of tlio W. A* 
Wilson, ten of the James Wilson and tan of the Gmliiiiii, at ofiiM*igtilli roy- 
alty, The nearest producing wells at that data were three miltm north. 11m 
Fanny Jane stirred the blood of the olbclans. Tlie moving iiiiiMH began ti> 
arrive in May and by July two-thousmtid people had itioir lioiita at Pclrall^ 





tloUarfi for tho niiuioy Cinn and wells multiplied in all <lireclions. A dog-light 
or a street-scrap would gather hundreds of spectators. The Argyle Savings 
Hank Imndlctl hutidrods-of-thouHirnds of dollars daily. Ken Hogan erwtccl a 
big oiHTadiotiHo and May Marshall was the Com I'lsirl of the frail sisterhood. 
K. W. CnuM rati the post-oflice and news-room. “Steve" Harley wafted 
newsy ittans to llie newspaiiers. I>r. Frank H. lohnston, now of Franklin, w'as 
the first physician. Kindred spirits met at “.Sam" McBride’s drug-store and 
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A charter was olitained and Mr. Dimick wa.s chosen burgess at the first bor- 
ough-election, in February of 1873. The town e.spanded like the turnip I.ong- 
fellow said “grew and it grew and it grew all it was able." 1 lotels, stores, 
shops and oilices lined the valley and dwellings crowned the hills. A narrow- 
gauge railroad from Parker was built in 1874, esteiuletl to Kanis City and 
Millcrstown tuul ultimately to Butler. Fisher Brothers paid sixty-thousand 
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Peter Christie’s Central HoU*!. Pour *‘SainC‘ *’ Uavr ** \Urim\ H. I., Me- 
Cance and S. vS. Avery are in their graves and uthers have wandered luifHidy 
knows whither. Petrolia continued the metropolis four years aiitl then <lrop|ied 
out of the game. Some straggling iu)UHes and leh-i»ver derrit'kH idiiiie rcrnidn 
of the gayest, sprightliest, ludtest, busiest town that bliionird mid withered in 
old butler. 

George II. Dimick, the son of a Wisconsin farmer imd sire of Petrolia, is 
liberally stocked with the never-say-die tjualities «d the Westerner, At 

nineteen lie tauglit a Milwaukee school, landed tat Git C.*reek iii iHCmi and was 
appointed superintendent of the twti lUuiuinaii farms by Eutise Ai MilclielL 
lie drilled on his own account in the spring of tH6i, aided in setlliiig the KouHe 
estate, enrolled as a private in “Scott’s Nhu*-llttntlred “ and rnme tnil ii cap- 
tain at the dose of the war. In May of 1865 he lieiit his IbolstrfiH towards FIt» 
hole, sold lands for the United States Petroletimd^artpaiiy iinil <lri!Ie4l eleven 
dry-holes on the McKinney farm I Interests in the P«»oh% Ckant, Idtreka mnl 

Burchill spouters offset these losses and luhled I housaiitfs < if dolhirn a wei»k to 
his wealth. Staying at Pitliok* too long, values had sliritnk to tauli a ilogrce 
that he was virtually penniless at his departure from the “ Magit* City” hi 1807. 
A whaling voyage of fifteen months in the Arelie He#iH and a Mohiiini at Im hoy* 
hood home improved his health and he returned in thin* to ? 4 iarr in the Pltvw- 
antville excitement. He located at Parker’s Litiicliiig iti 1871 ns partner tif 
McKinney 81 Nesbit in the mde of otl-well mipplles. I le oprnitrd in the Parker 
held, at St. Petersburg, Petroliii, Greece City iitid Slippery Kt«'k, IHH|«iHing 
of his properties in these locmlitk*s, he and Ciiplalii Peter Ckarc drilletl the 
wildcat- well that opened Cherry Grove and paralysed the itiaikrl in iMM#, He 
had been active at Bradford and the middle field fell tint iiilltieiiceof lii> *4liicwd 
movements. He has kept abreast t>f developntf*«ts in llir ‘♦oiitlirnt distriit%, 
sometimes getting several lengths ahead. He is now iiiterr^dcd In Wef 4 Vir 
ginia and Kentucky. Those who know his c|iiif*k |»*»rccplloii, lilt exi^milive 
ability and his intense love for opening new fields woiilii mil rvoiidrr to lit^ar of 
his striking a gusher at Oshkosh or Kiimtsdialka. Mr, Hitiihk h 4 iiinii of 
active temperament, high character and sturdy industry, a getiiiiiit* palliliiidrr 
and tireh^ss cxpIortT. 

An hh“ie boy o( fifteen when he left his father’s Immo ftir flu* tiil 'region iii 
1862, George H. Nesbit first fired a still in a TIliwvilk* r«»lliirir aiifl in 1III13 
engaged with Dinsmore Brothers at Tarr Farm. Itiibiillla tiiii.ill refiiirry at 
Shaffer, sold it in 1864 and in the spring of wrlh* lor lilimielf on 

Benninghoffand Cherry-IVee Runs. He stHint two yeiir^ iit ipiliiing a 

fortune and remaining until the collapse swallowed the liiilk of IiIh prolils. I le 
operated at Pioneer In iMy and a year later iil Pleimiitville. Hr mid < irorge 
H. Dimick proHiiected in 1869 for oibl'Hjlts iiitd fresh territory, lorateil rlrli 
leases on Hickory Creek and established the line of tin* \*riiiiire’ wtdl at Ibigtiip 
das. In 1870 Nesbit moved to Parker and, In contpiny with loliii L. Mt^Kiiitiry , 
sold oil-well machinery and oildarids. McKinney %% Nr^bll ilrliird aknif* 

Creek, e.specially on the Black and Dutchess fartiw, pneiprriiig grrally, d 1 to 
firm ranked witli the most enterprising and realised large rfiiiriu* from \%%4h at 
St. Petersburg and Parker. Dimick 8 i Ntmblt, willi Mr, McKinney an ttif 4 r 
aHHociate, opened the Petrolia field In iSyt. Wllliiiiii lardlii, tin* roitlrarlor of 
the Fanny Jane, bought McKinney’s Intmist In the wtdl ftiwl 11ic ilircc 

partners were right in theswim, their fimtsix wells iit Pctrolk yirltlliiif dirfiia 
thousand barrels a day. Nesbit bought the Button f#iritti liolow lowiii 111 lUft 
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for twenty-thousand dollars, selling five-eig;hths. h'ivc third-sand wells ran^-cd 
from thirty to one-hundred barrels and oil ruled at three to five dollars. The 
fourth-sand was found in 1H73, and in January of 1874 Nesbit & Lardin struck a 
thousand-barrel gusher on tlie Patton. The farm paid enormously and Nesbit 
became an oil-prince.” I le developed hundreds of acres and displayed mas- 
terly tact. His check was good for a half-million any day and his luck was so 
remarkable that, had he fallen into the river, probably he would not have been 
wet. He paid the highest wages and met his bills at sight. lie entered the 
■oil-e.xchangc at Parker, for a time was a high-roller and ended a bankrupt ! 
The desk on which he wrote his bold, round signature on checks aggregating 
many huudred-lhousand dollars was stored away among shocks of corn and 
sheaves of oats in the weather-stained barn on the Patton farm. J. N. Ireland 
bought the traci for seven-thousand dollars, Nesbit drifted about aimlessly, 
heard from occasionally at Macksburg and fetching up at last in Cincinnati. 
II is prestige was gone, his star had waned and he never ” caught on” again. 
He was no sluggard in business, no dullard in society, no niggard with money, 
no laggard in the petroleum-column. Surely the oil-region has furnished its 
full allotment of sad romances from real life. Nesbit died July eighth, 1897. 

“ Time, with a face like a mystery, 

And hands as busy as hands can be, 

Sits at the loom with its watp outspread. 

To catch in its meshes each glancing: thread. 

Click, click 1 there’s a thread of love wove In I 
Click, click 1 and another of wrong and sin ! 

What a checkered thing this web will be 
Wlien we see it unrolled in eternity 1” 

James E. Brown, to whom Nesbit sold one-quarter of the Patton farm, 
made lus mark upon tlie industries of the state. A carpenter’s son, he started 
M store on the site of Kittanning, saved money, purchased lands and at his 
death in 1880 left his fiunily four-millions. He manufactured iron at various 
furnaces and owned a l)ig block of stock in the rolling-mills at East Brady. 
Samuel J. Tilden was a stockholder in the works, which employed sixteen 
lumdred men, turned out the first T-ruils west of the Alleghenies and tottered 
to their fall in 1874. Mr. Brown cleared eight-hundred-thousand dollars in 
1872 liy the advance in iron. He owned oil-farms in Butler county, took stock 
in the Parker Bridge, the Parker 8 z Karns City Railroad and the Karns Pipe- 
IJne Company and conducted a bank at Kittanning. His granddaughter, 
Miss Findley, who inherited half his wealth, married* Lord Linton, a British 
baronet. The aged banker~he stuck it out to eighty-two—knew how to pile 
up money, 

Steiihcn Duncan Karns, who had a railroad and a town named in his honor, 
was a |)ictiires(iue figure in the Armstrong-Butler district. With his two uncles 
he oi>erated the fimt West-Virginia well, at the mouth of Burning-Spring Run, 
in r86o. His experience at his father’s Tarentum salt-wells enabled him to run 
•engine, to sharpen tools and clean out an old salt-well to be tested for oil. 
The well pumped forty barrels a day during the winter of i86o~i. Fort Sumter 
was bombarded, stweral Kanawha operators were killed and young Karns 
escaped by night in a canoe. He enlisted, served three years, led his company 
at Antietam and Chancellorsville and in i866 leased one acre at Parker’s Land- 
ing from Fullerton Parker. His first well, starting at one barrel a day, by 
months of pumping was increased to twelve barrels and earned him twenty- 
thousand dollars. From the Miles Oil-Company of New York he leased a farm 
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and ail abaiulouecl well a niilc* Ik'Iovv Parker, lit* tlrillrd lln* 

sand and it produced twentydive barrels a tlay, I'his st illed ilie i|ut-4ioii <»!' 
oil south of ParkiT. “ Dune," as he was usually called bv his Irinuts, leased 
the Karreii farm, drilled on lk‘ar t 'reek, secured the taintais Sbiiirhuu.se iariu 
of Ihret-hiuulred acres and in 1872 enjoyetl an inciUiH- of tive^hoiiHaiid dollars 
a day ! A, mile south of Petrolia, on the McClynHUids fariiu C*«Mi|irr llriithers 
were about to give up their first well as a hopeless ihister. Karris ihouglU the 
hole not deep enough, bought the property, resumed tirilliiig and inUvtitlays 
the well was flowing oue-luindred barrels 1 llie town t»f KariiH iily lilosHonted 
into a couuminity of twenty-fiveduuulred peo|)le, wilti three big Itolels, stores, 
offices and dwellings galore. It fell a prey to the fhuiieH evriilually. The 
McClyiuoiuls, Riddle andj. B. Camphell farms doubled " Diirir'’H " big iiu'ome 
formally moons. He had the Hecemd well at <ker<*e C*ily iiiitl f«ir a year or 
more was the largest tirodiu'er in the oibregicin. Hr Iniill a |iipedsiie from 
Karns City to Harrislairg to fight the United IJm/s, held fifty dive-lhoUHimd 
dollars’ stock in the I*arker Bridge and eonlrolletl the Parker & Kurns-CIly 
Railroad and the Ejcchmige Bank. 

Near h'reeiiort, on the Allegheny River, thirty iiiilrs above llllsbtiig, he 
lassoed a great farm and erected a flRy-thouHiimbdollitr Fourteen 

racediorses fed in his palatial stables. Guests iiiiglit bathe in iliampagiie 
and the generous host spent money royally. A goorl slrlke or *1 point gained 
meant a general jollification. He played billmrtiH skilliiilly, Itaiidlnl cards 
expertly and wagered heavily on anything that hit his f,iiif‘y. Hr anti Iiih wife 
were in Paris during the siege, U|K>n his return from Fiirojw* hr built the 
Fredericksburg & Orange Railroad, in Virgiiilii, The glut of riiidr fmiti BuF 
ler wells dropped the price in 1874 to forty cents, Lmsrs of kiiitb 

cramped Karns and the man worth three-millioits In 187J j was tibligrd to< 
surrender his stocks and lands and wells iind begin titirw I Iv lirtmui 

secured Glen-Karns, tlie lieautiful luime below Freeftirl. lit 1H80 Kiiriw 
induced hi O. Emerson, the wealthy Titusville priahtt'ei, t«» start a i*altlru'*iticli 
in Western Colorado, For six years he siiperiii tent led llir lirrch on ihr 
immense plains, joining the roumbiips, slt?eplng on the ground with lln* boy^, 
roping and branding cattle and accumiiliUitig 11 sti«'k of hritlili and iiiiwrlr 
which he thinks will carry him to the Inmdred^yrar mark, Ktiiei'ani had 
bought from Karns the Riddle farm for elevendhoufctiHl tiolliir*4, I ir ilcrpciied 
one well— supposed dry— to the fourth sand, ll llowt^d Mkdiiiiicirrd liarrriH 
and Emerson sold the tract in sixty diiyii for fiiiirlydliiWMiiid doilai^, Kartw 
returned from the west, practiced law ii short while in ami for 

some years has managed a Populist paj,Hsr lit Pilfsbwrg, Hr rati iigalitNi Joliii 
Dalzell for Congress and walked at the head of tlw pjiradr wlirn ck*iii»ral 
Coxey’s ** Army of the Commonweal ’ ■ marched titrougli tiir Hiiioky C hly, I le 
enjoyed making money more thiin handling it, wm iiiiii«*r.ible in lih firalliigH, 
intenstdy active, compreheimtve In his vbwannd famitive in lik lib 
‘‘yes’’ or ‘Tio’* was given promptly. “ Dune** i« of %h*ii<lrr liiilld and iier- 
vous temperamont, easy in his tmnmm, frank in lik tiiteraiirim aiid not ^riirrtl 
by spooks in politics or triida. He had hk ilitre of light iiiiil ulinde. *itr«ggle 
and triumph, defeat iind victory, incldem and mlveiitiirn In lik pilgriitiage, 

“ Itow chaactg 89 ^%, 

And ehtftfti fill thtettp of 
WItli dlveri llqttowP* 

Richard Jenninp, over whose head the gr«»i and floweri art* growing, and 
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liis brother-in-law, the late Jacob L. MeUlren, did nmcb to develop the territory 
east of Petrolia. Coniin)>' from ICn^land to Armstrong' county a half-century 
iigo, they located at what is now Oueenstown. Meklren bought the farm at 
the head of Armstrong Run on which the noted Armstrong well was struck in 
1870. It ot)ened “the Cross-Belt,’' an abnormal strip running nearly at right 
angles to the main lines and remarkal)le for mammoth gushers. This uni)re- 
cedented “ belt” upset the theories of geologists and operators. The first and 
only one of its kind, it resembled the mule that “ had no pride of ancestry and 
no hope of jjosterity.” Mr. Jennings drilled on many farms and gathered a 
large fortune. He was a man of character and ability, with a priceless reputa- 
tion for integrity and truthfulness. Once he sent his foreman, Daniel Evans, to 
sc‘cure the Dougherty farm, on the southern edge of Petrolia, owned by two 
maiden sisters. The foreman knocked at the door, engaged board for a week, 
was engaged to the elder sister before the week expired and had the i)leasure 
of reaping a harvest of greenb€acks from the property in due course. It is sat- 
isfactory to find such enteri)rise abundantly recompensed. Not so lucky was 
a gay and festive operator with an ancient maiden who owned a tempting patch 
of land near Millerstown. He exhausted every art to get a lease, in despera- 
tion finally hinting at matrimony. The indignant lady exploded like a ton of 
dynamite, seizing a broom and compelling the bold visitor to beat an ungrace- 
ful retreat through the window, minus his hat and gloves ! Evans leased part 
'Of the fiirm to his former employer, who finished the Dougherty spouter on 
November twenty-.second, 1873. It flowed twenty-seven-hundred barrels a day 
from the fourth sand, loading Jennings with greenbacks and sending the specu- 
lative trade into convulsions. A patriotic citizen, devoted parent and genuine 
philanthropist, Richard Jennings was sincerely respected and his death was 
4 eet)ly mourned. His sons inherited their father’s sagacity and manly prin- 
ciple. They have operated in the McDonald field and are prominent in bank- 
ing and l)usiness at Pittsburg. 

The “ Cross-Belt” crossed the petroleum-horizon in dead earnest in March 
of t874. Taylor & Satterfield’s Boss well, on the James Parker farm, two 
miles east of Petrolia, flowed three-thou.sand barrels a day ! William Hartley— 
•General Harrison Allen defeated him for Auditor-General in 1872— organized 
the Stump Island Oil-Company and drilled from the mouth of the Clarion River 
six miles south, in 1866-7. 1 John Galey owned the Island-King well at 

Ikirker’s Landing and a hundred others, some of which crept well down into 
Armstrong county. Richard Jennings and Jacob Meklren had punched 
holes on Armstrong Run and around Queenstown, but the spouter iti the 
Parker-farm ravine was the fellow that touched the spot and hypnotized tlie 
trade. A solid stream of oil poured into the tank as if butted througli the 
pipe by a hundred hydraulic-rams. The billowy mass of fluid heaved and 
foamed and boiled and tried its level best to climb over the wooden walls and 
unload the roof. David S. Criswell, of Oil City, had an interest in the gusher, 
and Criswell City— a shop, a lunch-room and five or six dwellings— was 
imprinted on Heydrick Stevemson’s map. Stages between Petrolia and 
Brady halted at the bantling town for the convenience of pilgrims to the shrine 
of the Boss— a “boss” representing innumerable “bar ’Is.” Wells were hur- 
ried down at a spanking gait, to divy up the oily freshet “The best-laid 
schemes o’ mice an* men gang aft a-gley ’’ and the uncertainty of fourth-sand 
wells was forcibly illustrated. Jennings had dry-holes on the Steele and Bed- 
ford farms, the latter ten rods north-west of the mastodon. Taylor & Satter- 




importance. Htmter & Cnmmiti^s Inltl n pi|tc**||iie tn Kfiit llrni||% m ifiiiil tlielr 
oil on tha Alleghtiny-Viilley Rititroad, Tliti ntllriMitl r«fiwc!cl to fiir» 

nish cars, urginf n variety of proteicti to dlsgiiteii tltti iiiifnir 
The owners of th© oil hud n Eoliiiid for the Oliver iif th© iitlicliiiii. Tliif 
quietly piifecl their output and let It. rwn ii|-iofi tlie groiiiicl, tliii eiiiti- 

pany to pay hr th© oil. A new light dawtieti W|»ii tlm Rillmuttem* wlio dis- 
covered they had to deal with ineni who knew tlieir righti tincl clartcl itiiilnta.lit 
them. Crawling off their high itciol, they the Mll| a|iiiltigii<tci itieekly 

md thenceforth took precioui ctre Hunter $£ Cttiiiiiilfiii ilicitilil iif>t iiiivt rei- 
^on to compliiin of ii car-famint. Sfmon f^greti witi ftcit tlit fiiily lirfifgiirt 
\yhom good men have hten obliged to fen^k down to iuifilr© with dcwnt 
rtspect for fair-pliy. 

Hunter Be Cummings iltyeci in th# opeiifngtit ** P^ititii 
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field’s No. 2 , thirty rods west, was a small aifair. ItiiHlt'i'H awl iiidtl |itiiii|irrs 
studded the road from (Tiswell to l*t*trolia» with the lia/i’lwtiml lil^fuiiipaiiy’s 
two-lumdretl-harreler a trifle north to tantali/e lielievrrs in a siraiglir ‘ brli/’ 
Lines and belts and theories am! ftirmer e^HpeririireM in liiiit* nr 

nothing. The only safe methot! was to “go il blifid amt ln'ar %viili rxriti|iliiry 
resignation whatever rnigtit turn up» he il a big gtislier or a iiit-a%ly iliiHler, 
The Boss weakened to tdevendumdred barrels In Jttiy aiitl to a liiiiitble 
pumper liy the end of the year. Forty rorls east, «iii tin* Criiwlord fariiu limi- 
ter & Cummings plucked a September iiippiiu llieir I.-atly Hkleeri- 

huudred feet deep and flowing twenty-fivedmndml barrels, w-,m it irofiliy to 
enrapture any hunter coming from theehane. I1ie lloss itntl the Liidy lliittirr 
were the lord and lady of the manor, wme of the tilliers nmirteieiiiiig tliem in 
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east of Millerstown, and sinkinj>‘ many wells at Herman Station, where they 
acquired a snujjj production. They operated on the lands of the Jlrady’s Bend 
Iron-comi)any, putting down the wells on the hills opposite East Brady and a 
number in the Bradford region. They owned the Tidioute Savings Bank and 
large tracts in North Dakota — the scene of their “bonanza farming“~and were 
interested with the Drandins in the great lumber-mills at Grandin, Missouri, the 
largest in the south-west. In connection with these mills they were building 
railroads to develop their two-hundred-thousand acres of timber lands and 
cstablisli exq)enmental farms. Both members of the firm were the architects of 
their own fortunes, public-spirited, generous and eminently de.serving of the 
lilteral measure of success that has attended their labors during the twenty- 
three years of their association as partners. 

Jahu Hunter was l)orn on a farm two miles above I'idioute in 1830. From 
seventeen to twenty-seven he lumbered and farmed, in 1857 engaged in mer- 
chandising and in 1861 sold his store and embarked in oil. He operated mod- 
erately five years, increasing his interests largely in 1B66 and forming a partner- 
ship with H. H. Cummings in 1873, which death ended. Mr. Hunter married 
Miss Margaret R. Magee in i860 and one son, L. L. Hunter, survives to aid in 
managing his extensive business-enterprises. He occupied a delightful home 
at Tidioute, was president of the Savings Bank and of the chair-factory, a Mason 
of the thirty-second degree and a leader in all progressive movements. He 
had lands in various states and was prospered in manifold undertakings. He 
served as school-director fifteen years, contributing time and money freely in 
behalf of education. He believed in bettering humanity, in relieving distress, 
in befriending the poor, in helping the struggling and in building up the com- 
munity. Retired from active work, the evening of Jahu Hunter useful life was 
serene and unclouded. As the shadows lengthened he reviewed the past with 
calm content atid awaited the future without apprehension. He died last March. 

Captain H. H. Cummings removed from Illinois, his birthplace in 1840, to 
Ohio and was graduated from Oberlin College at twenty-two. Enlisting in 
July, 1862, he shared the privations and achievements of the Army of the Cum- 
berland until mustered out in June, 1865. Three months later he visited the 
oli-region and in January of 1866 located at Tidioute in charge of Day Sc Co.*s 
refinery. Becoming a partner, ha refined and exported oil seven years and 
was interested in wells at Tidioute and Fagundas. The firm dissolving in 1873, 
he joined liands with Jahu Hunter and operated extensively in the lower coun- 
try. Hunter & Cummings .stood in the front rank as representative producers. 
Captain Cummings is president of the Missouri Mining and Immbering Com- 
pany, which has a paidnip capital of five-hundred-thousand dollars and saws 
forty-million feet of lumber a year. L, L. Hunter is secretary, E. B. Grandin 
is treasurer and Hon. J. B, White, formerly a member of the Legislature from 
Warren county, is general manager. Ab Commander of tlie Grand Army of 
the Re|>ublic in Pennsylvania, Judge Darte succeeding him this year, Captain 
Cummings is favorably known to veterans over the entire state. He is a man 
of fine attainments, broad views and noble traits— a man who sizes up to a 
high ideal, who can be trusted and whose friendship “does not shrink in the 
wash.** 

Taylor & Satterfield began nitrations in the lower fields in 1870, secured 
much of the finest territory In Butler and became one of the wealthiest firms in 
the oil-rciglon. Harvesters rather than sowers, their vsual policy was to buy 
kads toted by one or more wells and avoid the risk of wildcatting. In this 
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way they at’tjuirtal pnalutiivi* lanus iii fvrry pari »*i tlir ilistijii, tvliitii yirlilrtl 
thousands of harn^ls a tlay whi-n lully Hinr lr4!i**4«iioiis fiMjinl 

uj) many millituis ytsniy. ^Tlioy t'Slablislu’tl haiik^i at 

caiiployi'd an army of tlrillrrs mu! piiuiprrH ami olfiks aiitl \irrrahv*iVH rratly 
fora purt'hase that promisfil fat rrturns. In roiiip.iiiy ^illi VaiiiltTi'iift 
h'orman, John Pitcairn aiul Inshi’r Brothfrs, they built iht! loiii^'irw t .lne 
from Ari^yle to Brady, llm nutieus of tim Katioiial-'rraiiHit sy* 4 rtii 

of oil-lransportalioiL Cii|>tain j. J. Vantlorgrill, l irorgo \’, l*’orm*iii liinl Joliii 
Ihtcairn were associated with them in their gii^aiitii* 

which in 1H79 extended to the Bradford fiehl and In siirli iiiagiiiliide that 
the Union Oil-Company was ftirined in iHHt, witli fivr'iiittlioiis i.ipital. I’lie 
Union was almost uniformly siiccchhAiI. owntnji: liig wells iiimI iiayiiig liig clivt= 
dends. In 18H3 it paid Forman a rnillitm dollars for liis .Ht'iiarale lioldiiigs In 
Allegany county, ui> to that date tlu* largest iiulivkliiiil sale in the region, All 
its properties were sold to tlte Forest Oil-C<»tii|wiiiy iiinl litt* Untfin wan cIih- 
solved, Taylor retiring and Satterfield ctituhuitiig to assbl in llir 
some montlis. 

Mascal L. Taylor was first known in Oilclotii im a iiienitirr of tin* liriii of 
Taylor & Day, Fredonia, N. whose ** biicklioartk '' had a ireiiiriidoiis s»tlt? 
in Venango, Clarion, Armstrong and Butler, lie lived .it Piirolia 
years, liaving charge of the office of Taylor Hiitterfirlii gtiieriil ovit'* 
sight of the Argyle Savings Bank. Aft%?r his relireiiieiil lioiii the 
with an ample fortune he lived nt Bullklo, sjM*ciilateii Iti rrab* ^liite *iiid piir- 
chased miles of Florida lands. He died Inst year, m In* w»r 4 atr.iiigiiiij to rieri 
a fifteen-story office-block in Butliilo. Mr. Tiiyhir wm **i liriglil and 

stout build, energetic, resourceful and iiotahie iii the biHy ivoiltl nf iirliolrittin 
His only sou, Bhnory G., derketd in the hiink iit I¥triili 4 , eiigagetl in 11141111140*- 
turing at WilliamsiKart 11 ytsitr or t,wx> nml removed to brlorr Im IMlur'n 

death. He and hii sister inluidted the estate. 

John Satterfield, a man of heart and liraiii, iii Hiatiin*, Iratik in 

speech and square in bis deaUng’s, was a Mercer I loy, Hr lour yrms 

in a regiment organised at Greeiivllle luid iiiH’iird 11 grot try 4I lit 

1865, with James A. Winigfi as piirtner. Sidling the reinii of tin* giori'rv In 
1S67, he superintended wells at Tnrr Barm threti yrar^ and w'« iil to Ikn kt*r in 
1870. His work in the Butler field tncreimetl Ills exrrlh^iit rr|*iil4tit»it fur liiw- 
esty and enterprise. He married Mlm Miitihlii Marflii, of Alit^itowii, 
four years at Mlllerstown, removed toTIttwvllle iiinl litillt #111 rlritaiil lioiNt- *>ti 
Delaware avenue, Buffalo. When the Utiioti C 11144 iiii| 1.1 11 v * ai *01111! 14 %yrte 
dosed, the books balaiu'ed and the mm-in triiiisferrrd to thr itr 

in bimking. He was vice-preshknt of the Third UMlmul liiiik iltillaio aiid 
president of the Mth*lity Trust C<>m|ntny% wlmne iirw liaiik biiiltiliiR k llie 
boast of the Bison Uity. (#eorge V, Inirmait niid Tlioitiiw L, M* loiil.nid jidtirtl 
him in the BTlcffity. Mr. McBarlami, formerly Ciwliler of flir fiaiili at fc'ifulia 
and secTetary of the Unhin Company, k mcceediiigly iiltable, rapattlr 
lar. Failing hcmlth induced Mr, Satterfield to go tm it trip tlf^Mlgiieii hi liirliitle 
France, the McHliternuK‘an Sc*ti nnd the warmer ciiiitiirir*i of tln^ «mh|. Witfi 
his brother-in-law, Dr. 1 \ J. Martin, Im reiiched Park, I*it4 III aiifl 

died on April sixth, 1894, in lii« flflyfourth year. fle**ldr^ iik wife, wiitt 
on the oc'ean hasttadng Ur his bedside when the etid Ciiiiic, In* Irf'i %oii ami 
one daughter. Dr. Martin crematiHl the tiody, tiiimiaiil to ilie mi>h iif tlie 
deceased, nnd brought the iishei home for Intertmnib Clliitriiablr and 
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talious, iipnjj;’ht and active, all men liked and trusted “Jack” Sattcrlield, 
whom old friends miss sadly and remember tenderly. 

The sinlc.ss land hoihu of his friends have enter’d lonj^ ag:o, 

Some others stay a little while to strujiri^le here below ; 

Hut, be the conllict short or lonj?, life’.s battle will be won 
And lovingly he’ll welcome us when earthly toil is done. 

Nor will oiir joy be Ic.ss sincere— we’ll slap him on the back, 

Clasp his brave hand and warmly say: “We’re glad to see you, Jack 1“ 

The Forest ()il“Comi)any, into winch the Union was merg'ed, reckons its 
caintal by millions, numbers its wells by thousands and is at the hetul of pro- 
ducing comptinies. Its operations cover five states. The comptiny has hun- 
dreds of wells and farms in Penasylvania, oi)erates extensively in Ohio, is 
developing hirge interests in Ktiusas and seems certain to place Kentucky tind 
Tennessee high up in tlie petroleum-galaxy. From its incei)tion as a Idmited 
Comptmy the mamigement has been progressive and eOicient. To meet the 
increasing demands of new sections the original company was closed out and 
the present one incor|)oraled, with Captain Vandergrift as president and W. J. 
Young as vice-president and general manager. 

Mr. Young, wlio was also elected treasurer in 
1890, was peculiarly fitted for his responsible 
duties by long experience and executive ability. 

Born and educated in Pittsburg, he entered 
the employ of a leather-merchant in 1856, spent 
six years in the establishment and in 1862 went 
to Oil City to take charge of the forwarding 
and storage business of Jolm and William 
Hanna. The Hannas owned tlie steamboat 
Alleglieny Belle No. 4 and Hanna’s wharf, the 
site of the National-Transit machine shops in 
the Third Ward. Captain John Hanna dying, 

Jolm Burgess & Co. bought the firm's storage 
interests and admitted Young as a partner. 

Burgess & Co, sold to Fisher Brothers, who 
used the wharf and yard for shipping and ap- 
|)uinled Mr. Young their financ'ial agent. How cai)al)ly he filled the place 
every operator on Oil Creek can attest. He and Jolm J. hlsher, under the 
name of Young & Co., l)ought and shipped crude-oil in bulk-barges. His 
relation.^ with the Fishers ceased in 1872 with his iii)pointment as book-keei)er 
of tlie Oil-City Savings Bank. Elected cashier of the Oil-City Trust Company 
in 1874, he was afterwards vice-president and president, holding tlie latter office 
until t89i. Jolm Pitcairn retiring from the firm of Vandergrift, Pitcairn & Co., 
he purchased an interest in the business. The firm of Vandergrift, Young & 
€0, was organized and sold its property to the Forest Oil-Company, of wliich 
Mr. Young was one of the incorporators and chairman. The business of the 
Forest necessittited his removal to Pittsburg in 1889. He is president of the 
Washington OiFCompimy and the Taylorstown Natural-Gas Comiiany and ha.s 
his offices in the Vandergrift building, on Fourth avenue. During his twenty- 
sevttn years’ residence in Oil City he was active in promoting the welfare of the 
community. In 1866 he married Miss Morrow, sister-in-law and adopted 
daughter of Captain Vandergrift. Two daughters, one the wife of Lieutenant 
F. E. Pierce, West Point, N. Y., and the other a young lady residing with her 
parents, blessed the happy union. The hospitable home at Oil City was a 
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delig’htful ccMitcr of moral aiul sot'ial influriu’c*. Mr. rrprostiitrcl thi* 

Idrst Ward nine years in Common and Select Councils .nwl was ‘.rlioti|»tliri*clor 
six years. He furthered every g-ood cause and was a ht*l|»iul, luitiorrti 
Now at the meridian of life, his judf^ment matured and liis acute |H*rce|>tlons 
cluickened, young in heart and eantest in spirit, a wider sphere eiilargcH his 
opportunities. Of W. J. Yoiutg, true and trietl, iaithlul aiitl ci.itii|irlrni, n loyal 
friend and prudent counsellor, it can ni*ver he said ; “'fhoii ml wadglHHl in the 
balance and found wanting.’* 

Fairvicw, charmingly located two miles south-west of rrltadia, was on out? 
side of the greased streak. James M. lautihing’s gas-w«‘ll a mile west lighied 
sihd heated the town, but vaporduel aiul |»retty scenery ciiuld not offset the 
lack of oil and the dog-in-themmnger }>olicy of greedy litiiddiulders. Forily 
Major Adams— under the sod for years— built a spueious lioiid, winch Wil- 
liam Lecky, Isaac Reinemati, William Fleming and kindred H|iirils patroiiiMKl 
A mile-and-a-half east of Fairview and as far south of IVirolia, on a hramdi of 
Bear Creek, the Cooper well originated Karns i!lty in jtifie of tMya, S. I'l, 
Karns laid down eighMhousand dollars for Iht? siipismed ilrydade on the 
McClymonds farm, drilled forty feet and struck it liuncIrtHidnirrtdrr. Cis)|a*r 
Brothers finished the second well— -it flowmd two-httndrec! harrids for iiiontliH— 
on the Saturday preceding “the thirtynliiy HhiilalowiiC* IMIior 1^ lliotiijison 
and Captain Grace had moguls on the Ridtile iiiid Story lartris, lligdiearteci 
open-handed “Tommy** Thornimon— a whiter man ne’er drew lirenth '■ oper» 
ated profitably in Butler and McKean and was acilvt* In the rnoveinents thal 
made 1872-3 memorable to oil-prcHlucers. The well In the liiiiicii mm 

A. J. Salisbury’s five-hundred-barrel s{H>ut«?r on tlie |, II, Ciiitiplirll ftiriiijii 
January of 1873. Salisbury condtaied the favorite hhupire tioii'se, whliii I'lur- 
ished in the noon-day hlii/.e that extinguished tw^odJiirds of Kariis City In 
December of 1S74. One day he Imught 11 WMigoiidoad of Iroiii 11 ver* 

dant native, who dumpe<l the tulH*rs into the cellar and was gh‘rit *1 rlif’ck for 
the purchase. He gajsed at the check long and eiirneHlIy, litiiilly I'lreakltig mit : 
“ Vot for yt)u gives me dose paper Salisbury explaiiiitl tlial It %vm |tiiytiieiit 
for the murphies. “Mein (.'#ottf“ eja<ailiite<l the ruralkl, “ you dinks me vmi 
tarn fool to take dot pa|.>ers for mein imtatmsi?'* 11ie iinn'irirlor slrtwe to 
etiligliten the farmer, telling him to ste|.) iicnms the sirwt tri the btiiik iirid get 
his money. “I see man monish tliere, “ replied tin* liiiiocrfil, ft i» .♦king at Jofin 
Shirley’s hardware-store, part of which a luink rn’ciifiieii fiiiiiiir’e 

with the ru.Htic would be useless, sti “Jack “ sent the liotrl tlrik tor ilii’caMi 
and counted It out in crisp dramments iMsirliig tin* serfwiitiitc aiilograpii «if 
General Spinner. 

Vandergrift & Formati paid niiiety-lhousiuid tlolkirs hir ilio .Me'C^ti'fcrtv 
farm, a mile south-west Kiiriw City. Mr, ForiUiiii clim-d tlio ittMf to 
the house with a lawyenmd a New^-Vork draft, llic lioiirfit gtaiigt*r, iioi ip 
miliar with bauk*draftH, wcmiti not rectfive iiiiythliig except iiriuai gii'riiliai ks. 
The parties journeyed to the county-sent to ctmverl the draft iiilt* irtider^, 

whic’h the seller of the profa»rty carrktd home, William was a 

thrifty tiller of the soil ami cultivated hw farm tfiiinniglily. lie iKitiglit a li«nfie 
at Greenville, near Joint Beni linghoff’s, pul his money in iktinrnnrm lnuiik 
and died in iH8rj. Ilalf the farm wits fim? territory itiitl rr|iai4 Mni **everai 
times. OueMweniieth of the prk^e in 1873 woiilcl lie value ii> «lay for 
broad acres. For John Blaney’i farm, adjoining the McCaierty, 

Payne & Fleming put up fifteemtltauw-id dollitw, l^irrd a writ siiiti sold nut to 
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Vandergrift 81 Forniau at fifty-thousand. The Rol) Roy well, on the McCly- 
nionds farm, produced forty-thousand barrels of fourth-sand oil, while a dry 
hole was sunk thirty yards away. Colonel Woodward, Mattison 8c McDonald^ 
Tack 8c Moorhead and John Markham owned wells good for thirty to eight- 
hundred barrels. A cloud of dry-holes encompassed the May Marshall, on the 
Wallace farm. Haysville, on the 'fhomas Mays farm, had a brief run, a harvest 
of small strikes and dusters nipping it off prematurely. The epitaph of the 
Philadelphia baby would about fit : 

“ Died when young and full of promise, 

Our own little darling Thomas ; 

We can’t have things here to please us— > 

He has gone to dwell with Jesus.” 

Branching off a mile south of Karns City, on January thirty-first, 1873, 
first well— “One-hundred and fifty barrels — was linished on the Moore 8c I lepler 
farm of three-hundred acres. Another in February strengtliened “the belt 
theory,” belief in which induced C. I>. Angell, John L. McKinney, Phillips 
Brothers and O. K. Warren to form a company and test the trac t. Their faith 
was recompensed “an hundred fold” by an array of dandy wells and the un- 
folding of Angelicji. Operators were feeling their way steadfastly. Two miles 
south-east of Angelica, on the Simon Barnhart farm, Me.ssimer 8c Backus’s wild- 
cat— also a F'ebruary plant— pumped eight barrels a day. .Shreve Sc Kingsley’s, 
on the Stewart farm, a mile north-east, found good sand and flowed one-hun- 
dred-and-forty barrels, in April, 1873. The fickle tide turned in that direction 
and Millerstolvn, a dingy, pokey hamlet on a side-elevation in Donegal town- 
ship, a half-mile south-east of the vShreve-spouter, was on everybody’s lips. 
Some persons and some communities have greatness thrust upon them and 
Millerstown was of this brood. The natives awakened one April morning to 
find their settlement invaded by the irrepressible oilmen. 

For sixty years the quiet hamlet of Barnhart’s Mills— a colony of Barnharts 
settled in Donegal when the nineteenth century was in its teens— stuck con- 
tentedly in the old rut, “the world in\knowing, by the world unknown.” It 
consisted chiefly of log-liouses, looking sulfidently antiquated to have l)een 
imported in William Penn’s good ship Welcome. A church, a school, a black- 
smith-shop, a grocery, a general store and a tavern had existed from time 
immemorial. A grist-mill ground wheat and the name of Barnhart’s Mills was 
adopted by the |)oHt-ofiice authorities. It yielded to Millerstown and finally to 
Chicorii. The two-hundred villagers went to bed at dark and breakfasted by 
candle-light in winter. A birth, a marriage or a funeral aroused profound 
interest. At last news of oil “from I’arker down” was heard occasionally. 
Petroliii arose and the Millerites shivered with appreliension. • Was the petro- 
kmm-wave to sulnnerge their i)c;a<xTul liomes? The Shreve well answered the 
query aflirmatively and the invasion was not delayed. Crowds came, proper- 
ties duinged hands, old houses were rami and l)y July the ancient 1 )orDugh 
was disguised as a modem oil-town. Dr. Book l)iiilt a grand hotel, Taylor & 
Satterfield established a l^ank, the United and Relief Pipe-IJnes ot>ened offices, 
the best firms were repre.Hented and ‘Mm to Millerstown” was the shil)l)oleth 
of the hour. McFarland & Co.’s seventy-barrel well on the Thorn farm, a 
mile mrth-east of town, the third in the district, fed the oily flame. Dr. 
James, on R. Barnhart’s lands, finished the fourtiv, an eighty-barreler, in June, 
a half-mile west of tlm Slireve & Kingsley, which Clark & Timblin bought for 
twenty-thousand dollars, Wyatt, Fertig 8c Hammond’s mammoth flowed one- 
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tlumsand barrels a clay! C/ul. Wyall was a mtl Virgiiiiaii. rliiv.ilrk% f'lliinitfcl 
and high-strung. I Ion. John Fwl'm was a \mmvvr uii t lit Vfrrk mul liail uprr* 
ated at Foxlnirg with John W. flamtiiond. llsr Wvall %|t*ailri| ftir iiitmiiiH, 

Medveovvn & Mc»risst*y drilled rih'-tii*kU*rs iiii %hv K»»l 4 ii tariii. Wan ini 
¥rv\\\ h\ brentice, laylor & Hatterfielch Ca|ilaiii Ib’arr, fiiliti I’mik a 

Ooldsboro, Samuel P. Poyrr, t'. l>. Angel! am! iii*irr smrnl 1 % 

hits. McKinney Brothers & (hiley Hwmvil tin-* lfnii|»liili ami P'rnierirk i’aritis, 
on wtiich they drilled scores of Hpleiidiil wcUh. faiiirs \|. i .aiiiliiiig liad a 
chunk !iear the Wyatt» with CoL Brady ne.ict iliMir. Lrtn\» iliiiin'i, Iroiti 

their triumphs in Clarion, leased the Diviner farm, two iiitieH wi ^4 of Mil- 

kirstown, for twodnindnsl dolliirs an iiere bciiiiis and i4iVriltv ‘I lirir 

first well flowed fifteen dnind red harreln and they si di I to Iknloi %% Salleriieltl 
fur niiu‘tyMhousand dollars after Its |iriKiuction fwiiil iMttiiiu and the tliilliiig, 
Idenry Creene drilled on the Jolmson fann. two !%|i 4 tidtl *aiiitlt <*i llie \ib 
lage, and P. M. Sliannoifs, on the Boyle, was the lion of tiir r,e 4 eiii l»r||. i\ 
dry strip divided the fkki into two jirmluctive lines, i*. IP linn liftrld o|ii*iirtl 
the Gille.spie farm and Joseph Overy Itiudied the lleail, foiir mih^% soiiili of ^liP 
lerstown, for a two-hundred-biirreler ihiit tiislalleci St. Im*. Di . I liiiilei , of 
burg, monkeyed ii well on the CBlkmpio for miiity wrrks* liiatigtii tiling llie 
odious ** mystery** racket, Mlllemlow’ii wm ii |mw*li of tlir most appitii'eil |l♦t^ 
tern, holding its own bravely until Bradford llir '«oiitliirit i«'gioii 

A narrow-gauge railroad conn«:tud it with Parker in |dr«^ In 1H75 

away the central portion of tins town and blotle«l out sevni citl has 

receded, the openitors have clepfirted iind the town is oiiro tiiiirtt a iilitciil n iiiti* 
try village. 

The Barnhart and Hemphill famw ykddrd McKiiiiicv iltoiltrr** a iw'isli 
return, the wells averaging fifty to thremlititidrisl bitrnds tiii *11111 ,tlb r itioiitig 
The two brothers, John L. and J. C., w^ere not amaltairH iti oil matlriw, S«»iis of 
a welbta-do lumberman and fiirmer In Wam^ii roiiiity, llin li'atiiril biHiiir^s- 
methtnls in tKiyhocwi ami were fitted by habit iitiil to 

timt enterprises. Tlndr coimectlon with |iotrolriiiii bai'k In llir in 

the oldest districts. Hie kmiwledps iitor«?d up on c III cTerk 4ti*l aioiiiul k*r4iik* 
lin and at PleasarUvIlle was of Immeniie Iti llir liiw4*r iirlik*. i 

tin*, firm of McKinmy IlnitherH fti 1S90, toci|M?rate ill i*rtrkrr, ilit’i kcfit §1440 with 
thc^ trend of developments southward, Millerslowit iliiitt hiitirably 

and they paid Htwenty 4 houfiand dolliim for the llaritliail ami two lltaiipliill 
farms, two-hundrw band-seventy acTes In the tmirl ttf tli«^ leifltoiy. Joliit 

Gak^y purchased an interest in the projiertirs, wlilelt the |i;iftiirr# il»*vrio|«'d 
judiciously. J. (k McKinney and Giiley rt^nided iit biiwefs*^" tlie 

numerous details of their extensive o|M?ratlowi. In 11177, IP |„ IMilot, foliii 
Satterfield, John Pitcairn ami the brothern forttml llir kitoivii m 

John L. McKinney It C!o. It wits amtrolhfd iitid initii.igrd Ity tiir ,\lri\iiiiteys, 
until the side of Its interests hi the Htandnrd Oii 4 !oiii|Mtiy, Joliii i,, ati*! P C\ 
McKinney sold their Ohio lands mid wetk In tlirir l^eiimvlvaiik oiP 

properties In 1894*, since which iMirtod they have i»«MiiHt*d mlth tin* Slaiicb 

arc! in om* of its great produring hriinehei, the fwiiitli Peiiti I llPC*«ini|ttiiiy. KoJi 
S. Clark Is president of the fMiutli Penn, with hendiiitiifli'rs itl t lit Cii^ iiiid 
burg. ^This ctmipany has flunimndii of welk in Pt*iiiisylvaiii4t, t rtifu mnl Wmii 
Virginia. The wise policy that has mud© the Hlaiiiktril tlir worliPn Idreiiiiwt 
corporation lum nowhere lanm maniftmted tiior© tyfft^tlvely tliaii In tlie Itriiiallriii 
of suc'h compankjH as the Fortrst and th© South Penn. Lettiiif of priiditc* 
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tion share in the ownershi[> and inanaj^einent i)f properties united in one grand 
system secures the advantag'es of concerted action, unlimited capital, identity of 
interest and combined exi)erience. Thus men of the highest skill join hands 
for the good of all, using the latest appliances, buying at wholesale for cash, 
producing oil at the smallest cost and giving the public the fruits of systematic 
coclperation. In this free country “ the poor man’s back-yard opens into all 
out-doors” and many producers, like John McKeown, Captain Jones “Tlie.” 
Banisdall and Michael Murphy have been conspicuously successful going it 
alone. Sometimes a growl is heard about monopoly, centralisation and the 
octave of similar phrases, just as folks grumble at the weather, the heat and 
cold and think they could run the universe much better than its Creator does it. 

“ Oh, many a wicked smile they smole, 

And many a wink they wuuk ; 

'And, oh, it is an awful thing; 

To think the thoughts they thunk.” 

lion. John L. McKinney’s talent for business displayed itself in youth. 
”The boy’s the father to tlie man” and at sixteen he assumed charge of his 
father’s accounts, superintending the .sale of lumber and fanu-i)roclucts three 
years. At nineteen, in the fall of 1861, he drilled his first well, a dry-hole sonth 
of Franklin. Two leases on Oil Creek fared better and in the spring he pur- 
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chased one-third of a drilling well and lease on the John McClintock fartn, near 
Rouseville. The well was spring-poled three-hundred feet, horse-power put it 
to four-hundred and an engine to five-hundred, at winch depth it flowed six- 
hundred barrels, lasting two years, lessening slowly and producing enough oil 
to enrich the owners. Young McKinney worked his turn, ” kicking the pole ” 
all summer and visiting his home in Warren county when steam was substituted 
for hunmn and equine muscle. During his absence the sand was i>rodded, the 
golden stream responded and his partner sold out for a round sum, taking no 
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note of his sh(ire ! lie lieartl of the strike utul ftniiul the fHirtiiaserH In full |M;m- 
sessiou upon his return. Mis euulract luul m»t l>een recortU’d, iiiie day rciitutiied 
to file it with the register and he saved his claim by a few liours ! He huught 
interests on Cherry Run that profited iiiin Uvt»diundfetl thiHisaiHl dollars, in 1H64 
leased lar|2^e tracts in Creene county and in 1H65 ri‘iiu>ved to i 1 iihidd|ihia. He 
operated on Benninghof! Run in 1H66, tlie crash of iHTiy swiiil away Ids gaiiiH 
and he began again “at the top of the ground.” With Ids younger brother, 
J. C. McKinney, he drilled at Pleasantville in i8f)H and the next year loi itled iit 
I*arker’s I..anding, operating constantly and managing an agtaii'y for the sale ol 
Gibbs & Sterrett machinery. Suc'ce.ss crowded u|H»n him in 1H71 and in 
McKinney Brothers & Galey were the kxiders in the .tVIillerstown field. Mrs. 
McKinney, a lieautiful and ac'complislied woman, died In I^lr. McKinney 

built an elegant home at "ritusvillcs and lie has Insm an influeiiiia! citi/.tm of 
“the Queen City of Oildom” for twenty years. He Is iiresklisil of the Com- 
mercial Bank and a heavy stockholder in UH*al Indimtriim. He has resisted 
pressing demands for his 8ervice.s in |>uhHc oflice, |ireferriiig the jiriviite station, 
yet participating actively in politics. John L. McKinney Is earnest and manly 
■everywhere, steadfast in his friendshi|>s, true to his |irofesslons, !ilM:»raI iinci 
honorable always. 

J. C. McKinney engaged with an engineer-€or|>s of the l\amiiylvfmia Raib 
road Company in 1861, at the age of seventeen, to siirvey lines southward 
from Garland, on the Philadelphia 81 P'rie RcauL I 1 ie survey ending at Frank- 
lin in 1863, he left the corps and started a lurnlier-yiird at Oil City, Hli fiither 
was a lumberman at Pittsfield, Warren county, and the youth iif nineteen knew 
•every branch of the business thorouglily. He opened a yard at .Friinklln in 
1864, resided there a number of years and In t86B married Miss Agnes 1*1 
Moore. His first well, drilled at Foster in 1865, pro«luced nicKlerately. In 
company with C, D. Angell, he drilled on Sirrubgrasi Islaiitl-— Mr, Angell 
■changed the name to Belle Island for his daughter Bdle—ln iHtiil and at Pleiii- 
antville in 1868 with his brother, John L. Ofa*nitlng ftir lieavyaill at P'riinkllii 
in 1869-70, he sold his wells to I’^gherl, Mackey 8c Tiifll and settled at l*arker^s 
Landing in 1870. The firm’s operations in Butler county retpiiring Ills persoiiiil 
attention, he built a house and resided at Mlllerstown sevi*riil years. There lie 
worked zealously, purdmslng blocks of land and drilling a legkiii of prolific 
wells. Upon the subsidence of the Butler field he removed to 11 tusvill«% buy- 
ing and remodeling the Windsor mansion, which he made one of the fittest 
residences in the oil-region. He assists in maniiging tlir Hotilli Penn 
pany, to which McKinney Brothers disposed of their liitertfsts iii t tiilo and 
Pennsylvania. In the flush of healtliftil vigor, wmithy iittd n^sperted, lie eitjoys 
“the good the gods provide.” He keejis fast, horses, haiidlrs the ribbons 
skillfully, can guide a big enterfirlse or an untiiined tiirydr deftly, Is coiiipiin- 
ionable and utterly devoid of affectation. To the McKinneys, nini of 
■character and strict integrity, the Roman eulogy iipplles : “ A pair of noble 
brothers.” 

“ Plumar^i Ride to Diviner” discounted Sterkltifs Rlclii to WiiiclMi»t©r In 
the estimation of Millerstown huittera. Vitrbtti o|a^ralors hiiigcfl and prayed 
for the Diviner farm of two^undred acres, two miles Hoiitli of Milh?raowii, 
which “Ed” Bennett’s tliree-hiindred barrel well on ilie tloyle firtit reiidertsl 
very desirable. The old, ehildlesi couple owning it tlerllned to or icil, 
not wishing to move out of the old house. A Piwincr wt»re m% the iiiixinus 
;seat with the rest of th® fraternity. Plumtr overheard m big *4»tiwtiir tell Ills 
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foreman one morning to offer three-hundred dollars an acre for the farm. 
“Fred” lost not a moment. Ordering his two-twenty horse to be saddled 
instantly, he galloped to the Diviner domicile in hot haste and said: “I’ll 
give yon two-hnndred dollars an acre and one-eighth the oil for your land and 
let you stay in the house !” The aged i)air consulted a moment, accepted the 
offer and signed an agreement to transfer the property in three days. The ink 
was not dry when the foreman rode nj), but “ Fred ” met him in the yard with 
a smile that expressed the gospel-hymn: “Too late, too late, ye cannot enter 
in!” The first well repaid the wluile outlay in thirty days, when Taylor & 
Satterfield paid ninety-thousand dollars for Lee & Plumer’s holdings, a snug 
sum to rake in from a two-mile horseback-ride. With a fine sense of apiire- 
ciation the well was labeled “ Plumer’s Ride to Diviner,” a lioard nailed to the 
walking-beam bearing the protracted title in artistic cafiitals. 

'fhe Millerstown fire ended seven human lives, four of them at Dr. Book’s 
Central Motel. A. C. Oliver, of Kane City, was roasted in the room occupied 
by me the previous night. Norah Canty, a waitress, descended the stairs, 
returned for her trunk and was burned to a cinder. Nellie McCarthy jumped 
from a high window to the street, fracturing both legs and sustaining injuries 
that crippled her permanently. In loss of life the fire ranked next to the 
dreadful tragedy of the burning-well at Rouseville. 

P. M. Shannon, first burgess of Millerstown, had a fashion of saluting inti- 
mate friends with the cpiery : “Where are we now?” Possibly this was the 
origin of the popular phrase, “Where are we at?” A zealous officer arrested 
a drunken locifer one afternoon. The fellow struggled to get free and the offi-i 
cer halted a wagon to haul the obstrep- 
erous drunk to tlie lock-up. The pris- 
oner was laid on liis hack in the wagon 
and his ca|)tor tried to hold him down. 

A crowd gathered and the burgess got 
aboard to assist the peeler. He was 
holding the feet of tlie law-lircaker, 
with his back to the encMioard, at the 
instant the wheels struck a plunk-cross- 
ing. The shot'k keeled Shannon back- 
wards over the end-board into the deep, 
vicious mud 1 The spectators thought 
of sliedding tears at the sad plight of 
their chief magistrate, who sank at full 
length nearly out of sight. As he raised 
his liead a ragged urchin bawled out : 

“ Wh€*rc are we now?’ The laugh 
that ensued was a risilile eartliquake and 
thenceforth the exiiression had unlimited circulation in the lower districts. 
The Millerstown field produced ten-thousand barrels a day at its prime and 
the temptation to enlarge the productive area even St, Anthony, had he been 
an oilH>periitc:>r, would have found it hard to resist. A half-mile west, at the 
Brick Church, J. A. Irons punched a hole and started a hardware-store that 
hatched out Irons City, St. Joe, where two-hundred lots were sold in thirty 
days mid 11 htter-jerker’s tent was the first business -stand, was the outcome of 
good wells on the Now, Meade, Boyd, Neff and Graham farms, four mihs 
south. Three miles farther dry-holes blasted the budding hopes of Jefferson- 
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ville. Three miles soiith-vvt‘St tjf Millerstown, oii an eifvatta! site, lUteua Vista 
bade fair to kiKJck the persimmons. 'riu‘ territtny t*xhaustrd loo speedily for 
comfort, other points lured tin* flt)aters, liotels and stores stout! empty ami a 
fire sent three-fourths of the neat little town up in smoke. l\vo miles west the 
lioiie OihCompany’s Troutman well, reported tm Marcli twenty sect mtl, 1H73, 
“the bigg-est strike since ’sixtydive,” lltiwed twelvedmmlretl barrels. 'Fhe 
tools hung in the hole seven months, by which time the well hat! prtHlueed 
ninety-six-thousand barrels. The gusher was on the 'rroutmaii farm, a piiteh of 
rocks and stunted trees tenanUxl by a Frenchman, i. F. Uean, I.ecky iV 
Reineman, Captain Grace, Captain Boyer, tlie Reno GibCompany ami tithern 
jostled neck and neck in the race to drain the Ralston, Harper, Starr, Jenkins 
anti Troutman lands. The re.sult was a series of s|)outerH dial aggregaletl nine- 
tliousand barrels a day. Phillijis Brtdhers pahl eightydluHisand <lollars tor tlie 
Starr farm and trebled their money in a year. William K. VamlerKrift'H Illaek- 
hawk was a five-hundred barreler and dozens more swelled the priHhicikm ami 
the excitement. The day before Husselton 81 'fhontpsorfH sevtiidnmdred liar- 
reler, on the Gruber farm, struck tlie sand the Iroiler explmled. Twai men 
were standing on a tank discussing politics. They saw a ton iron lieiuling 
directly towards them, concluded to post[>one the argumern am! leaped from 
the tank as the flying mas.s tore of! half the rrH»f. The Ralstiiii farm evolnted 
the embryo town of Batesville, mimed for tlie late Joseph Hiites, of Gil City, 
and Modoc planted its wigwams on the Btarr and Hutton. 

Modoc stood at the top of the dans for mud. The tmm who found a gokb 
dollar in a can of tomatoes and denounced tin? grtarer for Helliitic adiiUeriitetl 
goods would have had no reason to grumlde at the nnid around Modoc, It 
was pure, unmixed and unstinted Tlie voyager wIuh In the spring or fiill of 
1873, accomplished the trip from IVoutrnan to the fmntbr w'lflls wdthoni ex- 
hausting his stock of profanity earned a free-t>asH to the hitp|iy hnitllng-groimfls. 
Twenty balloon-structures were erec^ted by May first mid a retbheaded dis- 
penser of stimulants answered to the title of “Captain Jack,” *%Iodoc: was iicg 
a 'fammany offshoot, Imt the govennnent had an Ituliiin war on haiul and red- 
skinned epithets prevailed. The town stKin hoasted three tilores, four hotek, 
liveries and five-hundred people. By and liy tlie spotilem willed baclly* 
degenerating into pumparB. On a cold, rainy night in llie miUiinn of 1^74 fire 
started in Max Elasser’s dothing-store and one-half the town wm iibseiil iii 
dawn next morning. Biting wind and drenching showeim added to the H*idiies^ 
of the dismal scene. Women and children, wei*piiig mid hoiiieleHH. eroiidit'd 
in the fields until daylight and shelter arrived. Tliiit was ilii? Imi Hiapirr in 
the history of Modoc, The Amerkan Hold find n few hoiwes t^wiped the 
flames, Init the destroyed buildings were not replaced. It would puzzle n 
tourist now to find an atom of Modoc or the lltiil vegelnted iitMUii the 
Troutman whale. 

Two miles south of Modoc the McCldliiml fiinii mmle n kild efiori to oiib 
shine the Troutman. Phillips Brothers owned the biggest m 4 l% htHrtotiH fttb 
lows that salt-water killed ofl prenmturdy. They paki foriydivr-llitiie4*iiitl dob 
lars for the Stahl & Benedict No. i well. The fanner leiwed the Intel to i 
Nesbit and John Preston, Nesbit pliiced for a rig tin tlir groitiid mid 

entrenched a force of men liehind 11 fence. Preston’s iroopn %riiletl the feite«% 
dislodged the enemy, curried the timbei^ oi* the prt*«ii%eH. Iiiiilt n rig 4incl 
drilled a well. Such disputes were liable to occur Iriitii the igniiwnre or kiiav* 
ery of the natives,, some of whom leaied the same land to itwral parltei* In 
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one of these striif>^^'les for possc'ssion Obadiah Haymaker was shot dead at 
Murraysville, near Piltsburj;'. Milton Weston, a Chic*a^'o millionaire, who 
hired and armed the attac'kin^- party, was sent to the ptmitenliary for man- 
slaughter. Haymaker was pleasant, sociable and worthy of a better fate. 

David Morrison leased ten acres of the Jamison farm, three miles below 
Modoc and seven south of Petrolia, at one-fiftieth royalty. 'Phe jiroiierty was 
situated on Connociuinessing Creek, a tributary of Beaver River, in the bosom 
of a rugged country. On August twenty-fourth, 1872, the tools pricked the 
sand, gas liurst forth and oil (lowed furiously. The gas sought the boiler-fire 
and tlu‘ tMilire concc'rn was speedily in a blaze. Unlike many others in the oil- 
region, the Morrison wt'll suflered no injury from the fire. It flowed three- 
hundred barrels a day for a month and in October was sold to Taylor cHr Satter- 
lu‘ld for thirty-t‘ight-thousand dollars. They cleaned out the hole, which mud 
had cloggt‘d, rc‘Storing the yield to two-hundred barrels. S. 1 ). Karns com- 
pleted the Dogleg well, the second in the field, on Christmas day, [ind the third 
early in January, the two wells flowing seven-hundred barrels. John Preston’s 
No. I, a half-mile northward, flowed two-hundred barrels on January twelfth. 
Preston wa.s a strong-liml)t?d, lilack-liaired, counigeous operator, who cut his 
eye-teeth in the U})per fields. He augmented his pile at Parker, Millerstown 
and Greece City, landing at last in Washington county. He was not averse to 
a hand at cards or a gamlile in production. His word was never broken and 
he vied with John McKeown and John Galey in untiring energy. A truer, 
livelier, braver lot of men than the Butler oil-operators never stepped on God’s 
green carpet, A mean tyrant might as well try to climb into heaven on a 
greased pole as to kt‘ep them at the bottom of the heiip. 

Hie first new building on the Jamison fdrm, a frame drug-store, was erected 
on Sei)temV)er tenth. Paght-hundred people inhabited Greece City by the end 
of Decxunber. Drinking dens drove a thriving trade and three hotels could not 
stow away the crowds. J. H. Collins fed five-hundred a day. Theodore 
Huselton establislied a hank and Rev. Mr. Thorne a newspaper. A 
was opened at New-Year. Two pipe-lines conveyed oil to Butler and Brady, 
two telegraph-oflices rushed messages, a church lilossomed in the spring and a 
brunch of the West Penn Railroad was proposed. (Greece City combined the 
mucldinesH and activity of Shafler and Inmkville with the amliition of Reno. 
Fifty wells were drilling in Feliruary and the surrounding farms were not per- 
mitted to “linger longer, l.ucy,” than was necessary to haul machinery and set 
the walking-beam sawing the atmosphere. Joseph Post— a jolly Rousevillean, 
who weiglied two-huudrecl pounds, operated at Bradford and retired to a farm 
in Ohio— tested the Whilmirt* farm, two miles .south. An extensive water-well 
was the best the farm had to ofTer and Boydstown, built in expectation of the oil 
that never came, scam|)ered off. 'Phe third sand was only twelve to fifteen feet 
thick and the wells det’Hned with unprecedented suddenness. The bottom 
seemed to droj) out of the territory in a twinkling. Hie town wilted like a 
paper-collar In the dog-days. Houses were torn down or deserted and rigs 
carted to Millerstown. In December fire licked up three-fourths of what 
removals had spared, summarily ending Greece City at the fragile age of thir- 
teeti months. “The isles of (,»reece, where burning Sappho loved and sung,” 
may have been pretty slick, Imt the oil of Greece City would have burned out 
Si4|it)h«> in erne round. 

“The meanest man I ever saw,” a Butler judge remarked to a company 
of frietuls at Collins’s Ifotel, “ has never appeared in my court as a defendant 
^9 
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and it is lucky for him. Asa matter t>i‘ nmrsc he was a iir\vs|>a|ier man 
rascal of a reporter ft>r the (ireece City AVrvWe, printed right in thin tiwvm ;uul 
there he stands! One day he was playing sevettaip with a yoyiig lady jiiid 
^ruess what he did? lie told her that whenever shf had the jack uf Irtimps it 
was a sure sign her lover was thinking of her. ‘Fhen he watelieil her and wfuii- 
ever she blushed and looked pleased he would lead a high card aiHl ral« h her 
jac'k. A man who would do that woukl steal a luit stove «»r write a libelloUH 
joke about me.” The judge was a rare joker ami the young man whom he 
ai^ostrophised for fun didn’t kiH>w a jack from a Ioa<i ot hay. 

Parker, Martinsburg, Argyle, Pelrolia, the '‘CriisH Itelt,” Kariis City, Aii» 
gelica, Millerstown, St. Joe, Buena Vista, Mt>dtH* ami ilrwvv Vhy hatl iiassed in 
review. The ‘ ‘ l)dt ” extended hfteen miles anti tfie Butler field aekiHivvIeilgeci 
no rival. The great Bradforti district w*ih about to distaiUH’ all coitipedlors ami 
leave the southern region hopelessly Ijehiiul, yet operators did not ilesist fiiim 
their efForts to discover an outlet below (»reeee City and St, Jin*, l‘wo miles 
west of the county-seat Phillips Brothers HtumblecI u|m»ii the Ikiklritlge pciol, 
which produced largely, llie old town of Butler, settled at the tw»ginniiig of 
the century and not remarkable for enterprise tnuil the oilmen shoved it for« 
ward, was dry territory. Eastward pools of minor note vv€*fe rtwealiti, Williaiii 
K. Vandergrift, whose three-hundredd^tirrel w*eli on the I’onlitm i.irm ushered 
in Buena Vista’s short-lived reigti, drilled at Saxonbnrg. Almig the West-Penn 
Railroad fair wells encouraged the quest. David Kirk eiueretl Cireat Belt City in 
the race and the country was punctured like a bkycrle-tire tripping over ii road 
strewn wuth tacks pointing skyward and kmded for mmrBief. South of St. Joe 
gas l)lew off and Si>ang ^ Chalfant laid a line from iilKn’e l*>ee|>ort to pipe the 
stuff into their rolling-mills at Pittsburg. The senreh pnawded willioiil big 
surprises, Bradford monoiKdl^ing public interest lutd Btiller jtiggiiig tin qukdiy 
at the rear. But the old field had plenty of ginger and was merely rt?t‘overliig 
some of the breath expended in pnalucing forty-mlllion liarrelt of crude. **I 
smell a rat,” felicitously observed Sir Boyle Rtsdie, *‘itiid sec; Idm lloatiiig in 
the air.” The free jiliiy of the drill could hardly fail to ferret out something 
with the smell of iietroleum in the stjiip-mine cotmly, tn*yoiicl the cut-off iit 
Greece City and Baldridge. Bradford was sliding dimm the riioiinlaiii it find 
ascended and Butler furnished the answer to the cotiiiiidruiii of where to 
for the next fertile spot. 

Col. S. P. Armstrong, who ex|Mmen«^d a siege of hard Itick lit Itic upper 
latitudes, in 1884 leased a portion of the Marshiill fiirm, on ‘riiorti Cfc<*k, %'m 
miles south-west of the town of Butler, Iwcl ^kiriiii^liiiig 

around the southern rim of the basin, looking for an aitiicx to tlir liiidrkigr 
pool. Andrew Shidemantle was drilling near the mtiiiih uf ilir i rrrk, on flic 
north bank of which Johnson & Co.’s well, fiinshed in May, fotiiiil plriilv of 
and salt-water and a taste of oil. More than iuice ArwHiroiig wvih prcvicil 
for funds to pay tlie workmen drilling the well he la^gaii ♦♦11 llir hlllr 
and he sold an interest to Boyd & Semple. A vein of oil iiiei mi jiiiie 
twenty-seventh, gas ignited the rig and ffir a w^eek well Iniriicd f$rn*cly. 
The flames were suMued finally, the well piim|>i»il itiid flowrd «iiif'4iiiiidrf^d» 
and-'fifty barrels a day and No. a was started fifty rmk tiortli Ilctiiiwliiir 

Phillips Brothers set the tools dancing m the tkirtlcll fitriit, tin* Miir* 

shall on the north. They hit the sand on August tweitty*'iiiiiili iiiiti the well 
flowed five-hundred barrels next day. Drilling ten km drr|»r Jaggrii » ixfh 
'table reservoir of petroleum, the well ioidiig forly •iwtiditiimirrd liarrclfc cia 
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September fifteenth ! At last Phillips 8 z VanausclalPs spoiiter on Oil Creek had 
been eclipsed. The trade was “shaken clear out of its boots.” Glowing 
promises of a healthy advance in prices were fro.st-bitten. Scouts had been 
hovering around and their reckoning was utterly at fault. Brtikers knew not 
which way to turn. Crude staggered into the ditch and speculators on the 
wrong side of the market went down like the Louisiana Tigers at Gettysburg. 
'Phe bull-element thought the geyser “a scratch,” quite sure not to be dupli- 
cated, and all hands awaited impatiently the completion of Ilezekiah Christie’s 
venture on a twenty-live acre plot hugging the Phillips lease. The one redeem- 
ing feature of the situation was that nobody had the temerity to remark, “I 
told you so !’’ 

A telegraph olFice was rigged up near the Phillips well in an abandoned 
carriage, one-third mile from the Christie. About it the sharp-eyed scouts 
thronged night and day. On October eleventh the Christie was known to be 


TKt,KCiRAI»H-t)FFICJC IN CARRIAGE, GROUP OP SCOUTS AND PHILLIPS WELL, THORN CREEK. 

nearing the critical point. Excitement was at fever-heat among the group of 
anxious watchers. In the aaernoon some knowing-one reported that the tools 
were twenty-seven feet in the sand, with no show of oil. The scouts went to 
condole with Christie, who was sitting in the boiler-house, over his supposed 
dry-liole. One elderly scout, whose rotundity made him ‘ ‘ the observed of all 
observers,” was especially warm in his expressions of sympathy. ** That’s all 
right, Ben,” said Christie, ” but before night you’ll be making for the telegraph- 
office to sell your oil at a gait that will make a euchre-game on your coat-tails 
an easy matter. ” When the scout had gone he walked into the derrick and 
asktd his driller how far he was in the sand. “Only twenty-two feet and we 
are sure to strike oil before three o’clock. Those scouts don’t know what 
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they’re tJilking; about.” Christie went ba<’k In tlu* !>niler hnuse .tiul wailetl. It 
was an intt‘rt‘Stin|^' sreiu^ AlH>ut the nUl hiis^gy were tiie st ll runliileut stniuls, 
many of whom had already wired their prineipais that the well was tlrv, Tlu* 
intervals between the strokes n( the drill appeared to be lii»urs. .\l tin* 

well bewail to |;as. 'Fhen eame a low. nntil)ling stnun! and tlinsr abuut the 
carria|*;e saw a (’loud-burst of oil enveloj) thederriek. I he i Itristie well was 
in and the bifj|>’est guslu’r the oibeountry had ever known ! I lie first da\ it did 
over five-thousand barrels, seven-thousand for several days alirr lorpr^doin^;, 
and fora month poured out a sea of oil. C'hristie retunett one liundted thou 
sand dollars for his monster, whic’h east the Clierry tir«»ve t*onipli'tely 

into the shade. Phillips No. 3, I'our huiulred barrels* (‘oiniers No. i, thirty* 
seven-hundred, and llnllips No. a, iwentydive hundred, were added to die 
strini^ on October eighteenth, ihneteentli and Uventydirsl. Crude tumbled, the 
bears pranced wildly and everybody wondered if Hiorn C’rei k had turther 
suri)rises up its sleeve. Bret Harte's “heathen Chinee “ vvillt five aces vvas 
less of an enigma. 

All this time Colonel Armstrong, who liorrowed money to build bis first 
derrick and buy his first boiler, was pegging away at his srcoiHl well. Hie 
sand was bored through into the slate iH^iieath and the rout factor prontainml 
the well a failure. The scouts agreed with him unanimously and tleclared the 
contractor a level-headed gentleman. Hie owner, who looked f«ir HortH'lhing 
nicer than salt-water and forty-five feet of migreiised sand, did not lorn* every 
vestige of hope. He decided to try the persuasive |Kiwers of ;t torpedo. At 
noon on October twenty-seventh sixty ({uartii of nitrii’^glycerini* wa*re 
into the hole. The usnal low rumbling res|Kmded, but thtM*xiierted flow dkl 
not follow immediately. One of the smuts laughingly Arriisiroitg a 

cigar for the well, which the whole party tieclared ** rm goiitlP* They brokt! 
for the telegra|)h-offict! in the buggy to wire thiit the well wm ii dtiHler. 
stiffened and the bulls breathed more freely. 

The scouts changed their minds and their mrmsiiges very s|medlly. The 
rumbling increased until its roar resembled a smiill Nlitgara. A slieii of siill* 
water shot out of the hole over tiie clerriek, followeti by n sliuwrr of 
stones and dirt, A moment later, with a preliiiiinitry rough to ciciir its pm- 
sage, the oil came with a mighty rush. A giant streiiiit «|.Hirted sixty feri atiove 
the tall derrick, dug draitis in the ground and sattiriited tneryihitig williiit ii 
radius ofTlve-lumdred feet I The Jutnho of 'tiibwells hud lieeii siriii*k, I'lioit- 
sands of lairrels of oil were wasted before the citp miild la’ atljnsltsl mi llie 
casing. Tanks had been providetl and a half»do^«eii pl|M?s ivere fii*edi*il l« riirry 
the enormous mass of fluid. It was an inspiring Higlil to %bitid mi lop of ilie 
tank and watch the tossing, heaving, foaming tleltige. Hie first Itt'eiiiydoiir 
hours Armstrong No. 2 flowed tigM-Arndmi imtrrhf ll 

dropped to sk-thousiind by November first, to six -hundred l.iy I ternnber first 
and next morning stopped alrogether, having prodiiied 
barrels in thirty-severi days! Armstrong th«*ii tlivided his tease iiiii* 
patclies, .sold them at fifteen-hundred dollars Iannis and iialf llir oil iiiiil c|iiit 
Thorn Creek in the spiring a lialbmillion aheiul, 

Fisher Brothers were the laigest otH*rators In th«! lirltl Idoiii tlu’ I^biisliatl 
farm of three-huridred acres—worth ten tkiilars an acre lor fniitiiig took 
four-hundred-thoumnd dollam’ worth of oik Their blgg*^si mdl Ilfin-tsHiirly 
two-hundred barrels on November fifteenth, when lliifttilal «f llie Hrlil 

was sixteemthousiind, its highest notch. Miller a Y«iglr% H|iitiitrr fiiil f«*rty« 




I 


Armstrong wrta 


tlm Associated Producers for ninety-thousand and six months later their bi^ 
well was classed among' the small pumpers. Campbell saved what he had 
made, but suceeHs did not sit well on McBride’s shoulders. After lighting his 
cigars awhile with five-dollar l)iUs he touched bottom and went back to the 
drill Hell’s Half Acre, a crumb of land owned by the Bredin heirs, emptied 
sixty^thousand barrels into the tanks of the Associated Producers. The little 
truck-fann of John Mangel put ninety-thousand into its owner’s pocket, although 
a losing venture to the operators, producing barely a hundred-thousand bar- 
rels, For the half-acre on which the red school-house was built, ten rods from 


five-hundred into the tank, sending out a stream that filled a five-inch pipe. 
Thomas B. vSimiison, of Oil City, joined with Thomas \V. Phillips in leasing the 
Kennedy farm and drilling a three-lhousand-liarrel well. They sold to the 
Associated Producers in December for eighty-thousand dollars and Simpson, a 
sensible man every day in the y<.‘ar, presented his wife with a Christmas check 
for his half of the money. McBride and Campbell, two young drillers who had 
gone to Thorn Creek in search of work, went a mile in advance of develop- 
ments and bored a well that did live-thousand barrels a clay. They sold out to 
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the first Phillips well, the direetors were (iflereci dullar**. 'riiiH 

would have endowed every sehool in the townnhip. Inti tiliHiarlt's pre^^ 

vented the salt* and the district Wiis the loser. By May the protiii«i.i«tii 
to seveiHhousand barrels and to onealtousaiid by the mil i4 tHS$, I'ln* HUib 
den ri.se of the field made a score of fortunes and its siulden riillap-*r ruined as 
many more. Thorn Creek, like refornt ineaisuren in the I .ridslaltire, had a brib 
liant oi)ening and an inglorious close. 

The Thorn-Creek white-sanders encouraged wililrailing In aii ejctraordi- 
nary degree. In liopettf extending the pe»ol or dtscluHttig a fre-di tine, “’turn 
drilled who never drilled before, aiul those who always diille*! but drilled the 
more.” Johnson Co., Campbell ik McBritle, Fblirr llruilters and Hbidt- 
mantle’s dusters on the southern end of th«* gtisher '■farina r'onilrjftiiied the lerri^ 
tory in that direction. i*aiutt*r Brothers developed it Htiiail |mwi1 at kieU4d Sla» 
tion. Craig Cappeau, who struck the initial s|>outer #il Kane, anil the Msher 
Oil-Company failed to open ni> a heltl in Middlesex township. Soitie lul was 
found at Zelienople and gas at lutmeroim iwhnts in ritking over lltiller l ounty. 
The country south-west of Butler, into West Virginia and Ohio, was overrun 
by oibiirospectors, intent u[Km tying up lands rtiid seeing itial iio lurking pueb 
die of petroleum should escape. 'Pest wells croHsed the lines liito Allegheny 
and Beaver countie.s and Shoustown, Hhiiniiopin* Ml. Netio, C ‘or*io|HillH, I haler’ 
cliff and PIconomy figured In the news{>a|ic»m as olbceiiters of tnorr i,»r less con- 
sequence. Members of the old guard, fc»rtilkHl with a Hbit'k of liliies at their 
elbow to meet any contingenc*y, shared in them? prot^ertiiiigs. Ilrtiiitlred ^ 
Marston drilled on Pine Creek, at the lower end of Ariiisiniiig rotuily, tti the 
seventies, a Ihttsburg company repeating the dose In iMHb, Al Nrw llellilidiein 
they bored two-thousand feet, finding m^veiidnindretl fei»l of rmbrurk. Tills 
rock varies from one to three-hundred feet on fhl Orek ainl g«^oliigi?4ts 
is .Hix-tlKm.Hand feet thick at liarrlsburg, diininishliig as it aiiproai’lirs the Alle- 
ghenies. The late W. J, Bruntlred* agent al (HI thly of die Fiti|ilr«* line until 
its ab.sorptlon by the Pennsylvania Railroad, was ii skilled oif-o|irralor, prarli- 
cal in his ideas and prompt in \m iiiethiKls. His son, 11, ¥, llriifidred, presb 
dent of the Imperial Refining Company and a |irosperoiis resideul of iHI City, 
Joseph H. Marston died in California, whither he had gone in iiii|irovt* 

his health, in iB8o, He was an artist at Franklin in the operiliig years of deveb 
oi'iments and removed to Oil City. lliMiwned the iViriileiiiit Ifonse iiiitl wni 
exceptionally genial, enter|>rm!ng and |a»piihir, 

'* Thretifh tiiatty « i riir 
W© shall rriiitfiilw, wltli i tatj Uclitlit, 

Thi frJtaali a>rtv©r ftew 

Pittsburg assumed the aii^ of a jH?troknmemetrti|iolis. Kaliirabgas iii llir 
suburbs and east of the city duinged its stwity hliit-kiif .H.. tt» 4 (Is'lit 4l*‘ . 
thilt enabled people ti> see t!>e aky, Oilitieit iimile ii ili.'ir Iu'.ii|t|it 4 it( ih 4 iHt 
built hoUHfS at Miiat I.iberty ami Allegheny. T»» diiy m.tr.- m itlaliv.- 
ducers can lx,* seeii in I’ittHburg than In t >il City, ’t'iin,vitU- <»r itt 4 <tii.rd Within 
a liundred yards t.f tlie Nathmal-Translt .itlirw t.iw «-4n iiti.l i ..j.t.iin V'.in.U r 
grift, T. J. VuiKiergrift, J, M. tUifley, John tlah-y, Frank . W. 1, 

I’. M. .ShantUMi, I'rederiek lluyeH, Dr. M V, Kglxrt, A } ( ..tid.ind. Ftlward 
Jennings, C'liptfiin Onu'f, S. D. Kants, William FU-ming, l , D. c.r.-. nl* .• }<»hn 
N. Lambing, John thillowny, John J, Fisher, Henry FWter, h i . deri. k l-’tsher, 
J. A. Buduinan, J. N. !*ew, Midiud Murphy, James i'aih r^tui 4tul vet* 
erans in the business. These are some of the meii wh«. Ii.mI i!(i- gi*t t»» 
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new fields, to risk their cash in pioneer-oxperiiueuts, to cheapen transportation 
and to niak(‘ kerosene “the poor man’s light.” They are not youngsters any 
more, but their hearts have not grown old, their heads have not swelled and 
the microbe of selfishness has not soured their kindly impulses. They are of 
the royal stamp that would rather trami) the cross-ties with honor than ride in 
a sixteen- wheeled Pullman dishonestly. 

Gas east and oil west was the rule at Pittsburg, Wildwood was the chief 
sensation in 1889-90. This was the pet of W. 1 C. Grifiith, whose first well on 
the Whitesell farm, twelve miles above Pittsburg, tapped the sand in March of 
1890, and (lowed three-hundred barrels a day. This prime send-off inaugurated 
Wildwood in good style. The Bear-Creek Refining-Company drilled on the 
C. J. Gibson farm, Pine Creek, in 1888, finding con- 
siderable gas. Later Harney Forst and Max Klein 
found third sand and no oil in a well two-thirds of 
a mile west, on the Moon farm. John M. Patter- 
son went two miles south-east and drilled the 
Cockscomb well, twin-link to a duster. J. M. 

(lufiey 8c Co. hit sand and a taste of oil near 
Perrys ville, between which and the Cockscoml) 
venture Gil)son 81 Giles had encouraging indica- 
tions. Anon Griffith’s spouter touched the jugu- 
lar and opened a i)rolific pool. His No. 2 pro- 
duced a quarter-million l)arrels. Guffey & Co.’s 
No. 4, Rolsehousc farm, and Barnsdall’s No. 2, 

Kress farm, started at three-thousand apiece the 
first twenty-four hours. Al)out three-hundi*ed 
acres of rich territory were punctured, some of the 
wells piercing the fifth sand at two-thousand feet. By the end of 1890 the dis- 
trict liad yielded thirteen-hundred-thou.sand barrels, placing it dose to the lop 
of the white-sand column. Wildwood is situated in Allegheny county, on the 
Pittsburg 8c Western Railroad, and W. IC. Griffith is justly deemed the father 
of the nobby distrit!t. lie is a practical man, admirably posted regarding 
sands and oils and in every respect worthy of the success that has crowned his 
efforts to hold up his end of the string. 

'Phirty-threc! wells at Wildwood realized Greenlee & Forst not far from a 
quarter-million dollars. Five in “the hundred-foot ” field west of Butler ret)aid 
their cost and brouglit them fifty-thousand dollars from the South-Peim Oil- 
Company. The two lucky operators next leased and purchased eight-hundred 
acres at Oakdale, Noblestown and McDonald, in Allegheny and Washington 
counties, fifteen to twenty miles west of Pittsburg. The Crofton third-sand 
pool was opened in Fel)ruary of 1888, the Groveton & Young hundred-foot in 
the winter of iB89-9oand the Chartiers third-sand field in the spring of 1890. 
South-west of these, on the J. J. McCurdy farm, five miles north-east of Oak- 
dale, Patterson & Jones drilled into the (iftlisand on October seventeenth, 1,890. 
The well flowed nine-hundred barrels a day for four months, six months later 
averaged two-hundred and by the end of 1891 had yielded a hundred-and-fifty 
thousand. Others on tlie same and adjacent tracts started at fifty to twenty-five- 
hundred barrels, Patterson & Jones alone deriving four-thousand barrels a day 
from thirteen wells. In the summer of 1890 the Royal Gas-Company drilled 
two wells on the McDonald estate, two miles west of McDonald Station and 
ten south-west of McCurdy, finding a show of oil in the so-called “Gordon 
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sand.” On the farm of Kdvvard MeDoimld, wenl Mdi“ of ilir Ihiriiiigli. Ilio rmi^ 
panysirudv oil aiul gas in dm same r<*c'k ihv UiU't lln* 

well stood idle two months, was Imred through the tilth ‘.and iit Ktiwmhvf, 
torpedoed on Deremher twentieth and filled three of t»ii in ten days, 

d’he tools wvm run down to eleiin it out. shirk fast and llir phnirrr viaitiire 
of the McDonald region ended its career sitiiiillaiteoiiHly willi llte einliiig of 
itScp. lliorn Creek had been u wt.nuler atid Wildwooii a il.iinly. yrt Imtli 
combined were to he dwarfed ami all records Htiiaslied hv the greatest wiiite- 
sand pool and the biggest gushers in Aiut’rh*ir 

Geologists solemnly averred in 1 KH 3 that ”lhe gnier.il iMunidarieH nf the 
oil-region of Pennsylvania are m>w well established,'* “Hir l ati liave iiu re*i« 
sonable expectation that any new^ and extensive held W'ill tm lutiint amt llierr 
are not any grounds for anlicipatitig the disisiverv of new Urhh whirli will add 
enough to the declining products t»f the old to enable ila* tiut|iiii in keep pare 
with the consumption.” Notvvitlistandiiig these learned ‘Tliiirn Cret^k 

had the effrontery to found” in iHap Wildwtsid in it4^» and the immarrh 
of the trilie in 1H91. The men who waul pet»ple disrard Cb-nesis for iheir 
interi'iretation of the rocks wa*re as wide i»f the mark as the diidisti Nvnirod who 
couldn’t hit a barn-door at thirty yards. He paralyml his friemls by iiniioiirir- 
ing: “Wal, I hit the bullseye to-day the velnvy fm»sl shot!** tbingrafylaliiuw 
were pouring in when he lulded : ** Yaas, and the liweaslly fawitieli made me 
■pay twenty-five dollahs favvh the hull I rlidiPt see when I flw-ed, doiirlierknow’ !** 
A raw recruit instructed the architect of his tiiiiforin to stnv in *111 ironi»late **io 
jiwtect the most vital part.” The facetiotis tailor. Instead of tixitig tin* |ilale itt 
the' breast of the coat, t>lanted It In the mmiipl the young frllowS brerrlirs, 
The enemy worsting his side in a skirmish, the retrealiiig yt»iiiti ti ird to rllmb 
over a stone-wall, A soldier rushetl to transfix him wllli lib* bavoini* wlikb 
landed on the iron-plate with tlie force of a IsiHerliig^raiii. ‘flir hitrltal 

the climber safely into llie fieltl, tilted his asnatlanl backward anti broke tiff 
the point of the cold .steel ! 1'he liappy herti picked liiriisi^lf up and exclaimed 
fervendy : “Tlrnt tailor knew a devilish sight Isaier’n me whaPs my iiio»^i vital 
I'mrt !” OtHirators wlui paid no heed to stieiilifir db4|iiisltiiiii%, liiil w«ail on 
ojiening new lield.H each season, helievetl the drill was the tine iiilallible test of 
petroleum’s most vital part. 

In May of xHgt the Royal C kis-tamipany fmished two wells i#ii llir Knbti tiiid 
Sauters tracts, south of town, iicrtiss the railrtsHl-track., 11ie Rnlili pruvrtl a 
twenty-barreler and tlte Haulers fltiwed ontfdiiititlriabaiid’sixl) ten refs ,1 ikty 
from the fifth sand. They attriuied the notice of the oiliiieti, wlio liatl not i.iktai 
much stock in the existence of iraylng lerrlttiry at Mr|kifi*ihl lliire 
nortleeast the Matthews well, also a Maydlower, prodiind tliiili icitfcK a 
from the Gordon rock. On July first it was rlrilied into llir lillli Haiiik liiniMH* 
ing the output to eight-hundred liarnds a day fl*r two itmiitlis, b'littliri piobing 
the first week in September incream»d It to Mmmmi ihi wills 

gauged it at Hoven-hundred barrels an hour for ihr«? In nirs after tlir agitata iii 
ceased! It yielded fourditiiKlred-thousimd Imrrefs of ttll in lotii tmmilr* uml 
was properly styled Matthews the G rent. The owners were .\l. tinffry, 

John Galey> Edward Jennings iind Michael Mitrpliy, bmli at irs of tanks 

and kept ten or a doani seti of kmh mmtmMly iil work, Mr. < a prliiie 
mover in every field from Rldibiirg to West Virginia, wii% In 

the Oakdale Oil-Carnpimy’i elghteen-htinciretl acres, Willi Gilry, fritiiiiigi 
and Murphy he owned the Sturgeon, Bell tiid Herron iiriiw, ilic first sii w%ih 
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on which yielded twenty-eight-lhousMiid barrels a day ! The mastodon oil-field 
of the world had been ushered in by men whose sagacious lioldness and good 
judgment Bradford, Warren, Venango, Clarion and Butler had witnessed re- 
peatedly. 

C. 1 ). Greenlee and Barney Forst, who joined forces west of Butler and at 
Wildwood, in August of 1891 leased James Mevey’s two-hundred-and-fifty acres, 
a short distance north-east of McDonald. Greenlee and John W. Weeks, a 
surveyor who had niai)ped out the district and predicted it would be the “richest 
field in Pennsylvania,” seU‘cted a gentle slope beside a light growth of timber 
for the first well on the Mevey farm. The rig was hurried up and the tools 
were hurried down. On Saturday, September twenty-sixth, the fifth sand was 
cracked and oil gusluKl at tlu^ rate of one-hundred-and-forty barrels an hour. 


The well was stirred a trltle cm Monday, September twenty-eightli, with start- 
litig effect. It put Jifieen 4 hotmxnd-sLv-hundred barrels of oil into the tanks in 
twenty-four hours 1 The Armstrong and the Matthews had to surrender their 
laurels, for Greenlee & Forst owned the largest oil-well ever struck on this 
continent. On Sunday, October fourth, after slight agitation by the tools, the 
mammoth poured out seven-hundred-and- fifty-barrels an hour for four hours, 
a record that may, perhaps, stand until GabriePs horn proclaims the wind-up 
of oil-geysers and all terrestrial thiitgs. The well has yielded several-himdred- 
thousand barrels and is still pumping fifty. Greenlee & Forst’s production for 
a time exceeded twenty-thousand barrels a day and they could have taken two 
or three-million dollars for their properties. The partners did not pile on the 
agony because of their good-luck. They kept their office at Pittsburg and 
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GreenltH‘ coiitiiuu‘cl to Hvt* at lluilor. \iv in .1 tyi»it'4l m4ii4|?.rr lii liir tirld, Iniii. 

t>vi*r with ptinh anti vita. Kt>rHt had a rh^lbiiiM at in tii 

busy (lays, walti^eti arinintl tin* Inillaaii^ in ihv llratibaal *itl aiid 

rdurntHl southward to sroop tho rapilai pi'i/o in tla* |it''itol*aiiU"li»ltf'iy. 

SeurryiuKfor territory in ihr (uintHHifld hH in wiilt itir a thou- 

sand foollnilbrushfs. Mtihtnald ttuirisis, nagrr lo virw ihr winidrotiH 
anti hungry for any ttiorsol <»f latui that i'oidit Ur |»irkt=’‘«l up* p.it'ki'tl ilii' pjiii- 
hantllc trains. Rigs vvrrr rrarril on In garilms aint yank, (bis- 

lights glared, stremns of tui titnvrd and ihr livrlirni m-riir** of c iil t ’rr«*k wrrr 
revived and einphasiml, Hy NovriiiUer lirsi iwodiniidrrd wrn- drilling 

aiul sixty rigs building. Fiflydunr ( h U^ln^r strikes swrllrd ihr dailv prodiiriioii 
at the close of the month to eighty'lhousaiid UarreU* - What Ilraillitril liatl 
taken years to aceomplish McUonald achieved in day**! I ircriilrr* & 

Forsthad thirty wells drillittg and thrts‘duimlrrd'llti»tiHand UarrcK of iron-tank* 
age. Guffey, (biley & |ennings were mi ilrek with liftrrn nr t^vmly, Unt 
Fisher OiUCornpany, (iwning oiiedrmrlh the t kikdairk big Irarl and the Mc- 
Michael farm, had sixteen wells reaehing f<»r the jiigiilar, from wfhrh ilir Stur- 
geon and Baldwin spuuters were drawing ten-lhoimiid barrels 4 day, Williaiti 
Guckert— he started at Foster and was aetivt* a! ICdrnlairg. Parker, ^fillers. 
town. Bradford atul Idiorn Creek"— and John A. Slerle had tW'o 
largely and eigiit going down on the Mevey birin. |. il, llaytiiiiker, a |iltaiiTr 
from Allegany county, H. Y,, to Allegheny tHHinty. Pa., ami la’ggett 

owned one gusher, nine drilling wells iind five-hiimlrrd ai^rrsof' Irases. Hay- 
maker began at Pitlude, drilled lit VY’iiangti ami Clarion, was proiniiiiiii iti lltit- 
ler and in 1878 ttptioned bkH‘ks of land on t ‘reek that rlev«do|ii.al good 

territory aiul the tltriving btwn of Hiiytnaker, the foreriintier of the Allrglirny 
held. l ies boosted Saxonlnirg and la‘gH>iivilte and lik brollirr, Gli,idl#iti t lay- 
maker, opened the Murraysville gasdield and %vas slinl draft ikdriidiiig lilii 
property against an attack by WestotPs iiitfiions. Vt*lrratis from every i|tiarier 
flocked in and new faces W'ere bi be coiiiilrtl by htiiidrrik at Gakdale, Nobles- 
town and McDcmald. 'fhe Nitli«inal'‘rransit Coiii|iafiy laiil a lio^i t»f lines in 
keep the tanks from overfiowlng and Mellon tlft»lliers opf^ralcd an iiidr|ii,iiilrrit 
pipe-line. Handling sucli an nvidamlie of oil was not rliild's |tlav and II w‘oiilcl 
have been uttt^rly impossible in the era of wagons ami flatd»oals on cill i*reek* 
McDonald territory, if tin|.mridleled in rhlmr^s. in sotiir res|wrls lalliecl 
with |>ortions of Oil Creek and the fmirilnsiind division ni' llntlrr. f irt'asiiiii* 
ally a drydude varied the monotony of the refiorts ami riittird llir pliiiiiagr of 
disappednted seekers for gushers. Even the Mevey farm lr» 4 lr*l oiil diisirrs 
forty rods from Greenlee & Forstk ri?i:ord--br%*iiker. 11 ir ‘Hwli %vas not ton. 
tinuous from Mc*C!urdy and lirydiobs shortened il soiiilnvard and naromril il 
wt»stward, hut a held ho prolific ri?t|«ire<l little roi;>w to timid ii|i an *weiwiiriiii« 
ing production. An engine may exert the forre of 11 iliotmiid iior*a“H atid llie 
yield of the (trcHtulee ^ horst or the Matthews iii rnixly days •*sceri|i 4 liiat iil a 
Imndrtsl average wells In a twelvtitmiilh, 11 m reitioiest iiktiiiiniiti nf fiiitsiliig 
against such a snap wan terribly htmnmillng to o|W’ratorH who Itml baitleil sii ilie 
older sections. They were not the men to let the cliniirr t^lip aiid ntay aivay 
front McDonald, Hence the field wm detiimd iinickly and ili#‘ litir oi tiiaidi 
rcHnnied towards the miuthward, into Wiishiitgton coiniiy anil Wrni Virgiitw» 
Wrinkles, graydiatrs and m»iiietime»oibwelk ciimr in Inin wlm km iialieiire 
to wait. Just as 1884 was expiring, the dincovery of oil iii .1 wril oti ilti? iktni^ 
lot, a few rods from the Cliartkri*Eallroad el»!tfilird the aiiririii litir* 
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ough of Washington, midway hot ween Pittsburg and Wheeling. The whole 
town gathered to sec the grease spout above the derrick. HuiKlreds of oilmen 
hurried to pick up leases and jerk the tools. For six weeks a veil of mystery 
shrouded the well, which was then announced to be of small account. Eight 
others had been started, but the territory was deep, the rock was often hard 
and the excited populace had to wait six months for the answer to the drill. 

Traveling over Washington county in 1880, I'rederick Crocker noticed its 
strong geological resen\blancc^ to the upper oil-fields, which lie knew intimately. 
The locality was directly on a line from the northern districts to points south 
that had produced oil. He organized the Niag.ira Oil-Company and sent 
agents to secnire leases. Remembering the collapse of Washington companies 
in i860 I, when wells on Dunkard Creek attracted folks to Cireene county, 
fanners held back their lands until public-meetings and a house-to-house can- 
vass satislled them the Niagara meant business. Blocdcs were leased in the 
northern tier of townships and in 1882 a test well was drilled on the McGuigan 
farm. An immense How of gas was encountered at twenty-two-hundred feet 
and not a drop of oil. Not disheartened, the company went west three miles 
and sank a well on the Buchanan farm, forty-two-hundred feet. Possibly the 
hole contained oil, but it was {ilugged and the drillers proceeded to bore thirty- 
six-hundred feet on the Rush farm, four miles south. Jumping eleven miles 
north-east, they olitained gas, salt-water and feeble spurts of oil from a well on 
the Scott farm, Al)out this stage of the proceedings the People’s Light and 
lieat Company was organized to supply Washington with natural-gas. From 
three wells plenty of gas for the purpose was derived. A rival company drilled 
a well on the CLantz lot, adjacent to the town, which at twenty-one-hundred 
feet struck the vein of oil that threw the county-seat into spasms on the last 
day of 1884. 

I'he fever broke out afresh in July of 1885, by a report that the Thayer 
well, on the Farley farm, a mile south-west in advance of developments, had 
**come in.” This well, located in an oatliekl in a deep ravine, was worked as 
a mystery. Armed guards constantly kept watch and scouts reclining on the 
hill-top contented themselves with an un.satisfactory peej) through a field-glass. 
One niglit a shock of oats approached within sixty feet of the derrick. The 
guard fired and the proiielling jjower immediately took to its heels and ran. 
Another niglit, while a crowd of disinterested parties jangled with the guards, 
scouts gained entrance to the derrick from the rear, but discovered no oil. 
Ikevious to this a scout had paid a midnight visit to the well, eluded the guards, 
boldly climbed to the top of the derrick and with chalk marked the crown- 
pulley. With the aid of their glasses the vigilant watchers on the hill-top 
counted the rtwolulions and calculated the length of cable needed to reach the 
bottom of tlu* well A bolder move was to crawl under the floor of the der- 
rick. I'his was successfully accomplished l)y several daring fellows, one of 
wliom was caught in the act. He weighed two-hundred-and-forty i)oimds and 
his frantic struggles for a coinfortal)le resting-place led to his discovery. A 
hiindful of cigars and a long i)ull at his pocket flask t)ur(:hased his freedom. 
The well was a failure. R. H. Thayer drilled four more good ones, one a 
gusher that netted him three-thousand dollars a day for months. Other opera- 
tors crowded in and were rewarded with dusters of the most approved type. 

The despondency following the failure of Thayer’s No. i was dispelled on 
August twenty-second. The People’s Light and Heat Company’s well, on the 
Gordon farm, pierced a new sand two-hundred-and-sixty feet below the Gantz 



288 


sA7r/'( 7 r/is /X (7cr 


fonnation, and oil coMinH’iu*«.‘il tt> st-alo the* tit*frit‘k. tht* iHHndcasrti- 

fever raged. An owner of the uh* 1 I. at church on Suiutay morning, Huddmily 
awakened from his slunihers aiul horrilied juistor and coiigreg.iliiin hy ytdlijfig : 
“.By (ieorge ! lliereslit* spoiils !‘* The day pri-vitnis he had seen the well fitiw 
and religious thoughts had been tempt>rarii>* replaced by dreams of a hirtmie. 
This well’s best day’s rword was onediuiHlrfd-anthsixly barrels, 1‘eHl wells 
fur the new (iunlon sand were sunk in all and the WaHliingUm lirltl 

had made a sul)stantial hegiimiujv. The vil\*vt tm the inhabitanls was marked. 
The price of wool no longer fonnial the staj of cojuersaliim, die new iiitlns- 
try entirely siij'H'rseding it. Heahestute valiios shea skywarcl and the borough 
population strode frmn five-thousand t<i seventy live Imiulrt'd. The* sturdy 
Scotch" Presbyterians wt>ul(l not derate dan«a**htmses, gainhling helln and tlens 
of vice in a town that for twenty years luul lUit imrmitted tin* sale of lit|uor. 
Time works wonders, Washinirton county , whh h fomented llie Wliisky In- 
surreclion, was transformed iitin apndiilnti€in sirongliokl. 'The lentive citi/eit 
intent upon a lark had to j«HiriK»y to I’ittslnirg or Wlieeling for his jag. 

Col. H. PL Dyer, whom the Crantis well allured tti the new cliHtrict, leased 
the Calvin Smith farm, three riukm northH*aHt, and started the drill. He hatl 
twenty years’ exiierience mid very little casl i. Mis ftiiulH givhig out. he offered 
the Well and lease for fivednindrud dollars. Willets ^ Young ngreed to finish 
the well for two-thirds ititt;rest. They pouiulecl the roek, drilhal through the 
fifth sand and hit “the fiflyToot ” nearer Cbiiia. In faniiary td* iHSfi the well — 
Dyer No, i<— flowed four-hinulrecl harreln a clay. Expecting gas or ii dry dude, 
from the atisence of oil in tin? euHtonmry sanil, the owiiers hatl not ereeieci 
tfutks and the Htrcmm wiisted ftir several dayn, Dyer stilt! Ins retnalning onr- 
third to Joseph! W, Craig, a well»kiK.»wn tijxerntor in itie thbtlly and PlUsliurg 
oil-exchanges, for seventy-fiviclliousand do! lars. I fe tirgjmi^ed ilte j\!iiHct»t i .fib 
Company, located the Mc<#ahe*y in another si^rtion of the liehl and piK.!ketecl 
twodumdred-thousand dollurs fcir his year’ work in WaHlinigion t‘onnty. lln,! 
.Smith pr<.wed to he the (Tciuiitest farm in the fiehl. relurising Willets, Young 
and Craig Hixdmndred-tlunwiuicl thdlarn. Calvin Sniiili was a hired titan in 
1876, working tiy the month on tite furiit lie tniiighi lit I'layiiig 11 sinali 

amount and arranging to string out the halaiic'e in fifteen iiiiiiiial inHtalnieiils, 
His one-eighth royalty fattened lim bank«iicct>uiit in eighteen nionllis to six 
figures, an achievement creditable to the scitiii of the niultuiliiuitH Hiiillhd'kiiilly, 

.From the sinking of the Dy«‘r well drill tug went on rrckleHnly. E%‘*eryinit.iy 
felt confidentofa great future for Washiugtoii lerrilory. Imuir Willets, I'lrollier 
of an owner of the Smith tract, paid sixty»tlioiiHa.iitl tinllnrs for the iidjuiiiiiig 
farm~the Munce— and spent twcehuiitlriHbthoyi4;,titd In wells that rlearnl liiiii 11 
plump halbmillion. John Mclveowii the miiiit* daiy boiiglit the tiiriii of tint 
Munce heirs, directly north of tlieir undo’s, mid tlrUled wilb* that yiciiied lihii 
five-thousimd dollars 11 day. I i o reniov4*d to Wiisliltigtoti aiitl died ilieir, 1 1 w 
widow erected a sixty-thoimitiid-‘tk.iIkir incinitiiieiit nvei Iiih gone, 
that would never have happened if John, iilitlii, lnir<bht%idr<i and wiipiriimtiiiii*^, 
could have extirensed his Hentiinents. Thayor No. on the rink faun, titlfoiie 
ing the Gordon, stfirtlc?d the fnilernity in Miiy t.if iHitiliy ikm'iiig lwo4lioiiH4iitl 
barrels a day from the flordtHi sand. It wa« the* higgf^**i %p«»tilrr in llir heap, 
Lightning strack the tank itwcl intrned tPia gitslicr, tlir bki/ittg oil 4 un*t'mg 
flames a hundred feet towiirds the hlii« cafK:f|iy. At night tlir liriliLiiit liglil 
illumined the country for nillcH, travelers pmnoiiiir lug It cijiial to .\li. Viwiiviiw 
in active eruption. The burtiltig oil run to Gordiiii Mo. 1, m% lower iroiiii 4 
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setting it off also. In a week tlie Thayer blaze was doused and the stream of 
crude turned into the tanks of No. i. Next night a tool-dresser, carrying a 
lantern on his way to “midnight tower,” set fire to tlie gas which hung around 
the tanks. The llanies once more shot above the tree-tops, the tool-dresser 
saved his life only by rolling into the creek, but the derrick was saved and no 
damage resulted to the well. 

Captain J. J. Vandergrift leased the Barre farm, south of the Smith, and 
drilled a series of gushers that added materially to his great wealth. Dispos- 
ing of the Barre, he developed the d^iylorstown pool and reaped a fortune. 
T. J. Vandergrift leascal the McManis farm, six miles south of Washington, and 
loc'ated the lirst Taylorstown well. Taylorstown is still on duty and W. J. 
Young manages the company that ac(iuired the Vandergrift interests. South 
of tlui Barre farm James Stewart, vendor of a cure-all salve, owned a shanty 
and three acres of land worth four-hundred dollars. He leased to Joseph M. 
Craig for one-fourth royalty. The one well drilled on the lot spouted two- 
thousand barrels a day for weeks. It is now pumping fairly. This was salve 
for Stewart and liniment for Craig, whose Washington winnings exceed a half- 
million. “Mammy ” Miller, an aged colored woman, lived on a small lot next 
to Stewart and leased it at one-fourth royalty to a couple of local merchants. 
Tliey drilled a thousand-barrel well and “Mammy” became the most courted 
negress in Pennsylvania. The Union Oil-Company took four-hundred-thousand 
dollars from the Davis farm. Patrick Galligan, the contractor of the Smith 
well, leased the Taylor farm and grew rich. Pew & Emerson, who have made 
million.sby natural-gas operations, leased the Manifold farm, west of the Smith. 
I'lie first well paid them twenty-thousand dollars a month and subseciuent 
strikes manifolded this a number of times. Pew & Emerson have risen by their 
energy and shrewdness and can occupy a front pew in the congregation of 
petroleumites. 

Samuel Fergus, once county-treasurer and a man of broad mould, struck 
a geyser in the h'ergus annex to the main pool. He drilled on his twenty-four 
a(!res solely to acx'ommodale Robert Greene, pumper for Davis Brotliers. 
GreeiU! had much faith and no money, but he advised Fergus to exercise the 
tools at a jjarticular siiot. Fergus might have kept the whole hog and not merely 
a pork-choi). He sold three-eighths and carried one-eighth for Greene, who 
refused twenty-thousand dollars for it the day the well began flowing two-thou- 
sand liarrels. “Bob” Greene, like Artemas Ward’s kangaroo, was “a amoo- 
sin’ cuss !” Called to Bradford shortly after the guslier was struck, he met 
an old acquaintance at the station. His friend invited Boh into the smoker to 
enjoy 11 good cigar. He declined and in language more expressive than ele- 
gant said : “ I’ve lieen a tidin’ in smokers all my life. Now I’m goin’ to turn 

a nt?w leaf. Pm goin’ to take a gentleman’s car to Pittsburg and from tliere to 
Bradford Pm goin’ to have a Pullman, if it takes a hull day’s i)rodu(:tii)n.” Boh 
took his first ride in a Pullman accordingly. The first venture induced Fergus 
tt) |)unch his patch full of holes and do a turn at wildcatting. His stalwart luck 
fired the hearts of many young farmers to imitate him, in some instances suc- 
cessfully. Washington has not yet gone out of the oil-business. The Cecil 
|K>ol kept the trade guessing this year, but its gusliers lac'ked endurance and 
the field no longer terrorizes the weakest lambkin in the speculative fold. 

Greene county experienced its first baptism of petroleum in 1861-2-3, when 
many wells were drilled on Dunkard Creek. The general result was unsatis- 
factory. The idea of boring two-thousand feet for oil had not been conceived 
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and the shallow Iioles did ihH reiieh ilu* |»rim*i|»al !%irata. t if Imirlii *yiiic|, tiftli 
sand, Gordon rock, dftydunt rock, 'rrenlon rtwk, Brrra grit, rorii’inral riR’k, 
Big“Injun sand and otluTs of the clet'j'iaicnvfi liraiid o|>i.a'.ilt»r-4 l♦|^ Hiiiikani 
Creek never dreamed. Stane oil was detected and more lilock** i»l land were 
tied up in i 864“5. Tlie credulous natives atiiially believed iltrir fniiiiiy tvtiitkl 
soon be shedding oil from every hill #uhI liollovv, garileii and iia'diirediidtl. 'Hie 
holders of the tracts—lessees for S|HR!ulatio« i«ily -’drilled a Inflr, suld interests 
to any suckers wanting to bite iiml the pniiiiiMal df'veloiniieiiis li//|rd. ii 
M. I'lukill, who started in Rouseville, leased iweiiiy-lliiHe-iand iirres in 

1885 and located a well on I). L. DonU'y’s fartii, onealitri] imli’ of 

the modest liamlet of Mt. Mi»rris. Morris Hnii eiiiplies into iHiiikard i'rrek 
near the village. The tools were swung on ^lartli riecoml, h’ldiing JobH. 

hard rock and varied hindrances iin|M*di.Hl the work. Gii t k lober Iweiily dtrHi 
■oil spouted, two flows occurred nejsl day and a lank W'’*is cniHirnned. Salt- 
water I'Kjthered it ami the wc*ll--"tvventy 4 wo 4 itiiidreil Irri— was iiol wnrlli the 
pains taken for months to work it m a mystery. Hiikill tirilled a t’lHijile of 
dusters and the Ckeggwellat Willi»wtree wits also a dryliole iil Iwamly "lltree 
hundred feet. Craig & Cu|>pt?ini and James M. Gnffry Co, iiver ihr 

south-western section in an ejcpensive search for crndr. I*'ritisi tin? itortlierii 
limit of McKean to the southern lw»rdc*r of Grerne cottitly IVniisylvatiia had 
bettn riinsiicked. The Kt^ysione players --Veiiaiigti* Wiii'frig loirrsl, Idk, llc» 
Kean, Clarion, Armstrong, Butler, Afbghriiy. Ikwver and Washiiigtoii-’-|i«i tip 
a stiff game and the region acrtrss tlie Ohio was to linve its ifiiiings.. 

In the summer of iH8t fliuler capitalisiH tIrilltRl a tvrll on llie Hiitilli biriii, 
near Baldridge, seven miles south of the ctiwiily-seiil, It Iwtl #1 nice w lilio % 4 iirl 
and a smell of oil S. Himcc»x, J* J, Myers iiml IVirirr ITiipiei Irawal ilir Itiiil 
-on which Renfrew now stands and put dow^i a hole on llie liatiiill tract, '‘Tlie 
well showed only a freshet of siill-w^ater tinlil thirty fret In flit' ililrd mml, w-lirn 
it flowed crude at 11 Inimiretbbarrel gait 1'his strike, in f^larrh nl i.hhi, 
btiomed the territory twikiw Btiiler and usliert*d in lliltlridgr aiiil Retifrrw. 
Milton Stewart and layman Stewart were iiitcr«mliT«l with Siiinaei. Myrrs aiitl 
PhippH in tha pmperty and liel|Hid urgani/.e the Ihillkni Hall-' Water Coisi|«iiy, 
Tina Cedi pool, In Washington county, hirthsliim its oil friiiii the lslly=-|iMii 
sand. One well, finished in April t»f 1B9S, on 11 viiligr lot, llow^rd llitei' 

hundred barrels In tw^eiity-four hours, llie blgyeiil strike iil i^'gitnivllir, 
Beaver county, was HayinakeCi seveti-liundred li*irreler. Hn^ Hhoiisniivii nr 
Bluumapin field, also In Ik’iiver, «iKti*eii milt^ from lltlmlnirg* i*i on ms I fit In - 
cipally by Jamas Amm & Co, Coraoimlis Is ti Itiflvliig t 4 l loii'ii, iidlrs 

west of the Smoky City. Fur mites nloiig the c Milo tierticks tniiii* 111141111111 
Greene county has been decidedly brisk in year of gtiit *» ainl i he*i|i fic'lro* 
leum. And so the tide rolls on and wii.g« the world 

The southern trail, wWi Its miigiiltkeiit llutlertiwtpisb its Allt‘'giiriiy 
its sixteen-thoimnd barrdi a day In Witsliingtoii fitiil iN wotiib-rfiii ,^ 4 iike^» In 
Greene, wai big enough to fill the bill tuid lap over nit the vilguju. 



HITS AND MISSES. 

A Bradford minister, when the Academy of Music burned down, shot wide 
of the mark in attril)utinj»’ the lire to “the act of God.” Sensible Christians 
resented the imputation that Ciod would destroy a dozen houses and stores to 
wipe out a variety-theater, or that Me had anything to do with building up a 
trade in arson and figuring as an incendiary. 

He Htriu'k a match and the exploded ; 

An now, he knowH it waa loaded. 

“ Mariar, what book was you readin’ .so late last night?” asked a stiff Pres- 
byterian father at Franklin. “ It was a novel l)y Dumas the elder.” “ ‘Elder !’ 

I don’t believe it. What church was he elder on, Ish’d like to know, and writ 
novels? Go and reatl Dr. ICaton’s Pre.sbytery uv l{rie.” 

Hymn-singing is not always appropriate, or a St. Petersburg leader would 
not have started “When I Can Read My Title Clear” to the mimstrel-melody 
of “ Wait for the Wagon and WeMl All Take a Ride I” At an immersion in the 
river below Tidioute, as each convert, male or female, emerged dripping from 
the water, the people interjected the revivalist chorus: 

** They look like men in uniform, 

They look like men of war 1*’ 

Mr. Gray, of Boston, once discovered a “non-explosive illuminating gaso- 
line.** To show how safe the new com|>ound was, he invited a number of 
friends to his rooms, whither he had taken a barrel of the fluid, which he pro- 
ceeded to stir with a red-hot poker. As they all went through the roof he 
endeavored to explain to his nearest comi)anion that the particular fluid in the 
Imrrel liad too miu’h benzine in it, hut the gentleman said he had engagements 
higher up and could not wait for the explanation. Mr. Gray continued his 
usc'ent until he met Mr. Jones, wlio informed him that there was no necessity to 
go higher, ns everybody was corning down; so Mr. Gray started hack to be 
with the party. Mr. ( i ray's widow offered the secret for the manufacture of the 
non-explcwive fluid at a rediu*ed rate, to raise money to buy a silver-handled 
coflin with a gilt plate for her departed husband. 

Tlie Mpem h of a youth who Koes courting a lass, 

UukMM a tlunct; at the foot of the clasi, 
is «»ure to be with natural gaa. 

Grant Thomas, truin-disiratcher at Oil City of the Allegheny-Valley Rail- 
road, is one of the jolHcst iokt‘r.s alive. When a conductor years ago a young 
Indy of Ills actpiaintance said to him : “ I think that Smith girl is just too hate- 
ful ; she’s called her nasty pug after me!” “Oh,” replied the genial ticket- 
puncher, In a tone meant to pour oil on the troubled waters, “that’s nothing ; 
half the cats in Oil City are called after me I” The girl saw the point, laughed 
heartily and tlie angel of peace hovered over the scene. 

*' Whttt's In a mmtV* to Sbaketpeare wrote. 

Well, II good deal when fellowa vote, 

Want a cheek cashed, or a note ; 
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MORE OYSTERS IN THE STEW. 

Ohio Calls the Turn at Mecca “-Macksburg, Marietta, Lima and 
Findlay IIisard From— West Virginia Not Lent Out—Volcano^s Early 
Risers-Sistersville and Parkersburg Drop In— PIoosiicrs Come Out 
OE Their Shell '“Cor, orado, Kansas, Wyoming, Texas and California 
Help Flavor the Petroleum Tureen. 


“The world’s mine oyster. 

' ttK) Uite t(i seek a newer world.”— 
lo-jnoiTQW to fresh woodn and pustureH 'it'W.'*-^A/i7ion. 

“ Leuvluic tliine outgrown shell by lile's unreHtluK: sea.”— 

” I sun his lUghnes.s’^ dog at Kew, 

Pray tell me, sir, who.se dog are you ? 

.. Jhe Influenee of si strong spirit makes it.self fell.”— 

Nature fits all tusr ehiltlren with something to doA*-^Lowe/L 
Let us, then, be up and doing: 

^ , Btlll sichieving, still pursuing.”— 

I'pvr will do more thnn dreamy years.”— 

uot td all.”— Cwm* HlimbHh, 

I here yet rernidns one elTort to be Samuel Johnson, 

Do whut Ikith in thy power and God will asHlst thy good-will .”— h JfCempis, 


P ENNSYLVANIA was not to be the solitary 
oyster in the stew, the one and only win- 
ner in the petroleum-g:ame. Although the 
Keystone State raked in the first jack-pot 
on Oil Creek with the Drake royal-flusli, rival 
players were hilled for an early apiiearance. 
Ohio, always ready to furnish presidents and 
oOke-holders for the whole nation, was equally 
willing to gather riches by the oleaginous route 
and dealt Mecca as its initial trumi) in the sum- 
mer of iB6o. Years before a farmer near the 
(juiet town in Trumtiull county, digging a well 
for water, found an evil-smelling liquid and 
i)romi)tly filled up the hole. This supplied a 
cue to J. IL Iloxie, after the news of Drake’s 
C!xpt*riment reached him, and he sank a shallow well close to the farmer’s 
unlucky venture. Piercing a covering of dirt twenty feet and coarse sand-rock 
ten feet, tlie tools unlocked a reservoir of dark oil, which re.sponded to the 
intrnp with the vehemence of a Venango spouter. Estimates of the daily yield, 
much of which floated down stream, varied from one-hundred to three-hundred 
barrels, IVolmhly ftirty to fifty would be nearer the real figure. The oil, 26® 
gravity and very dark green in color, was a superior lubricant This new 
phase of ** tlie Ohio Idea*’ brought multitudes of visitors to the scene. Mecca 
beciinus the mecca of all sorts, sisies and conditions of worshippers at the 
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greasiafv slurine. To conio uml sec waHtu i\v4rv a vlumw m ihr- vxrmtp, Imirry. 
Moxie, dated beyond ineiisure over the Hlriki% ir.otdrti jnitiiiil ilir ruitiiiry to 
muKnufythe field and his own eonneetit*n wilii it. Small liM-.rH were got iblrd 
eagerly for a mimll cash-ljoinm and a royalty, f^ontriiiiieH hall' ilir» nil dinie' ti|i in 
barrels. A threeiKjle derrick* a s(>fiiiiri«>le ami light libclinl itm 

sufficed to "kick down" a well. I>e|»ths ranged 10*111 ihirlv I'e*-! in *iitr-tiiiii« 
dred. Portable engines and liollers loilowed %vh«‘ii hamii»i»wr'r arid 

the wells must be puntped steatlily. kudr drilling •oiiitn^* ami t»riard**4i4iiltes 
went ui> by hundreds. Needy advriUnrern might m-i yie an a* rr **1 gt'ottmi aiid 
sprout into pros{ieruUH oilmen in twenty or thirty flays. 1 "lie leinpiiiig liaii Wiw 
snapped at greedily. Rig-builders* rarjH*«trrH, leiitiiHfris, Iim*! lalinrrTS, 

sliop-keei>ers, saloonists and s|K*cu!alors rrowdeil the l#ic*y in iiuvxt nf 

Jobs, locations or easy virdlins, Metea srenird loo farstih geimiiir ’‘nii.* 
town,” lacking none t>f the earmarks f»f snch tyealion** %ya‘i f-a 4 tili* 4 lii-i:| tui iln» 
James Cowdey farm and hibeleiHbl Ihggiiigs. It t 4 |«'itiril a iMmtaiilire, 
wliich distributed Btat*ks of mail* iriarhiiir^shM|is* gri»-rrir% ^iid twiardiiig. 
houses galore ; nor wtjre groggeries. giiinbliiig'ihms ami the leaial irndiinitiili 
difficult to discover. 

The opening months <4 iMi swelltsi the ryciteriinil and itii’ iMipiilalioii, 
The bright and the dark sides were not far a|»art, nim t ante wuh tiigli 

expectations in January retttrried disapjioiiiied in |iiiie. liad esiimded 

south from Power's Comers, sulmtantbl fr*iiiirs milosnl iiiiiiirn 111*1 wells ami a 
refinery was erected, Yet thegtaid tiuality of the nil %%'m %t* 4 iiHily a|iprcaiaie«| 
until most of the wells hittl twen iiIkhiI inii'ii it w-i-ni firggitig 

vainly for pnrclmseni In Clevtdimtl or lltillalo, I'lirii ilit» lirli'r iidvaiir-eii, 
■actually reaching fiffydwo rit.dlars a bnrrel in Asliillrraiinii with liifaimir 

oils deteriorated the product and It clropjH'd Iwdimui iiaying rair, t >|»f.^r'alors 
realised in the luitumriof 1H61 thiil the territory wa^ det iimng rapidly -41111 ilie 
wiser ones departed Btune held tm u year m two longrr, drilled llieir wells 
ffve-lmndred feet in hotn? of hitting filher H*iiids anrl ijiiit 4I George floral, 
a one-eyed veteran of the war. has stued lf» ihr Hliimiirr f-itiiii, nt llie ^niiiiherti 
end of the district* and he is still getting u tiiortirl of oil lr»im *1 iiriit of 
wells. The forest of derricks and etiginrdiomw^ hm tlN*i|»|wafrci nil i>|g. 
gings is a tradition and " IchalH«r* Is written i-wrr the -tuire siirriiig tli* 4 irirt. 

“Ciia w«IN we «'rM«Hl4ra iiww, 

Stern EnliCs Ufier# fwll «■« lliy 

Mix 8c Force were, perhaim* the niteii iiiierr»fc^fiil Mrf<4 ll mm 

hard to extract the heavy oil from the rm^k t»y itnliiMiy |»r*ar^%r»i. Tail, in 
Adams, of Pittsburg, conceived the Ideii of linking *1 yiall anti iiilllnig iiiifi llie 
sand, exactly m in gold-mining. He ettiployrd hmr turn, iiir laf tind 

water that seeped in and hoiitedbtsof rnc^k Iti ilie «uirfatr, wlirrr ^iiratfi %i4y 
used to force out the greasy fluid Ihiit witiiriited the Mini, *tkm mmrl ttirilnnl 
paid while oil was high-prked, liiit wm Imr ex|wt**ive mlirii itir m^rnt mw* 
wards. The oibbcariiig rock, kntiwii m Berea grit* lay In flat huin.iibar* attcl 
was somewhat poroui. Mr. Rider rcmtm?t'i lik ri?hiirfy in mi firri in 
since which period refining hiii a It^t art in iM-t-ry'* 

body has heard of the rciolute pbim*r wlio, Inniiiil fur ro|«*fa*l« by tlir iwrr'* 
land line of pralrii-sctiooiiert, lim!rlb«d on lik Cniirytiiga 
Peak or Bust!" He was distanced by a tiantl «i piifnlriiiii at Gil 

Eligf ings. Tlie joke» built thdr ertgine*bi.Hi^* and la^lMnni^r p^i aIU I w till llin 
public road and emblazoned 111 iwoToat cnfdlak fin ilteilnilrfe ; licilwf 
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China!” James A. (xarfiekl, afterwards Chief Maj>;istrate of the United vStates — 
he was a pilgrim to Mecca and owned an interest in the “ Preachers’ Wells,” 
iunoniif the best in the l)undle— once quoted this legend in Cong-ress. Paying 
his respects i>ointedly to “Sunset” Cox, who represented an Ohio district in the 
House and had failed of re-election, Garfield closed with these words : 

“ My friend found iti tlie late election a decide<l majority aj^ainst him. Kvidently lie is 
down, down, <lown until, in the lanj[ji:uai4'e of an oil-exiilorer, ho comes to ‘Oil, Hkll 
OR thllNA I ’ ” 

(iarlield left Oil Diggings when the bubble burst, served term after term in 
Congress, went to the White I louseand perished by the bullet of a vile assassin. 
Cox left Ohio for New York, secured the good-will of Tammany, went back to 
Congress reiieatedly, died years ago and was honored with a statue in Astor 
Place. Ihith were political leaders on opposing 
sides and warm i>t*rsonal friends, both gained 
world-w'ide celebrity, both were Ohioans and oil- 
prodiu'ers, and l)oth retained to the last that 
“chastity of honor which felt a stain like a wound.” 

M. 1 C Hess, for thirty years a respected citi- 
zen of Pennsylvania, liegan his oil-career at Mecca. 

He came to Oil Creek in the sixties, formed a part- 
nership with Franklin vS. Tarbell and operated 
largely in various sections. He was prominent in 
the Clarion field and took ui) his abode at Eden- 
burg. There, as wherever he lived, he has been 
active in church-work, in building up a religious 
sentiment and in furthering llu‘ liest interests oftlie 
(‘ommunity. He has served acceptably in the 
luirough-council and is now justice of the peace. 

Uiaight iu his life and character, sincere in his 
friendships, kind to the poor and trustworthy everywhere, M. E. Hess deserves 
the liigh place he has always held in popular regard. The passing years have 
touched him lightly, his heart is young, he is “not slothful in business” and 
he trains with the “men who can hear the Decalogue and feel no self-reproach.” 

“ An hniurHt itmu’H the nobk>8t work of tJod.” 

The south-east border of Ohio next experienced the petroleum-revival. 
The region aliout Marietta, where surface-signs of greasincss were noted a cen- 
tury ago, for years enjoyed its full share of satisfactory developments. Three 
or four counties have been covered satisfactorily, producing from the Big Injun 
sand. The Benwood iiool, in Monroe county, introduced by a big well on the 
farm in August of 1896, has yielded liberally and is still the object of 
respectful attention. Mack.sburg, sufliciently important in 18S1 to hold the 
emtire oil-trade in mortal suspense for weeks, is on hand with a small output. 
John Denman, of Bradford, and Thomas Mills were pioneers in the field and 
did a turn in working the “mystery racket.” Hundreds assembled to watch 
the torpedoing of their frontier-well, four miles east of Macksburg, kept in 
abeyance a month for speculative purposes. Natives, with their wives and fam- 
ilies, lined the hillside to behold the novel sight Col. John J. Carter had ar- 
ranged a system of Jlag-signals and stationed men to wave the news to Dexter 
City, five miles away. The swiftest horse in the county was at my service, to 
bear my message to the nearest telegraph-office for transmission to the New- 
York Oil-Exchange. George H. Nasbit, L, E. Mallory, Denman and a dozen 
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other Pennsylvania operators !»y. n<atis uro* lul!rr*-tl .luav, itsiiil t|}«* 

exchani^es had rU)St‘tl, before tht* shell vvasltuu’red inn » ihr fiuli-, I lii* 
following the explosion (Mine at last. A eohnnn waft-r iom‘ tiiilillv .1 lew feii 
in the air and— that was all ! The nnieh-vaunted well. whirT ihiMitlrd ilit- ijrraf 
|)etroleinn~industry three or Ibnr weeks, was pratliealiv .1 lailiite ami iiever inse 
above the five-barrel g:rade ! 

'‘‘Die lulwurtl I Snilt 4 »a«<u '* 

A thousand barrels a tlay was the avia'a^e yirhi of tin- •♦otitb twai-rii divi- 
sion in 1896, Cieorg'e Kiee’s rtdinei'y at Marietta irealed the lailk of llie |ir«i-- 
duction at the primitive stagt‘ of developments. It was .1 riis.« piitliiliiK for Kirr, 
who is a thoroughbred liustleraiul wastes no love i}|H»n ativ*>i«t“ tii4\- nf. 
croaehnpun his [)artienlar preserve. Ih* has hiads ol phtek and efiietpre»e atid 
theslaying cjuality that is desirable alike inoilnu’ii ami oil ■l.errilory. tii miy nulle 
ing of bull-dogs and pri^^edighters. 

'* 'Thrici* in he urniiHl wht» hiilti hi»* itol/ 

Atul hiur hr whn hh mak tu hea.** 

The great Lima held, spreading over a «io/,ert niynlirs iit North -wvestr rri 
Ohio, was the star performer of the liuekeye galaxy# Caaiirrhig Iri Allen, Han- 
cock, Wood and Seneca, it has graHt>ecl l»ig slires of the lionleririg «*t.itsiiik*s, 
with a strip of latcas for good measure. (ia.sdudlrali«*trs In ILitirirk. wtikh 
resulted in a large well at Findlay in 1 HH 4 , set the hall rnlliiig. Ulln^rs were 
drilled forthwith, one on the Kramer farm getting five barrels ul oil a day. 
Findlay and Bowling (Ireen had dippetl into the Tretittni roek inofitahlv, liiii 
nobody thought a huge oil-held at all likely to he enrotnilrml, The' Stiaw* 
board Works at Lima, in Allen county, south-west of tierdi’d tiinre 

water and tlte manager decidetl to tirill f«*r wafer and 'The |n»le was 

punched through the Trenltm rock and prontiuncrd a rank iailnre lor giis, 
The company extdoded a tor|mdo in the harreii r«»f'k oti April Hr-ell'llt, tm% 
To the astonishment of owners aiui s|H’iiators, the well seitl out 4 of oil, 

It was tubed and pumped fifteen harrels a day. Htirh w ilir inodr^l hegstr* 
ning of an oil-district destined to cause a greater stir iliati Hrovrr ili’Velaiii.TH 
boy-baby or Albert luIwiinPH green necktie. 

TtHS't’ wrrr tin lUr^ i»ii l4i«ti lH»! ||t»i4 4si> a 
Ort’nl rxenijitiofift hynl ihr liglii *tl 

tlir lai’lMwim IwU oaiir* wiU i« 

It was “the old, old storyd* Hat tjuren of Hhrha tioiihird ihr trpoip4 of 
SolomoipH grandeur until she simi up the oiiifit and dr-H.iod 

“'Pile half lum not been told.** Chitmders doiihtrd ilir irtilli o| 4 p 4 Ufig 
at lima, and doubted its tm|K.irlartce after seeing the w=rll 411 *! ilw 1 oiiii isi*» »i| 
the tank. The oil hud a sickly thit and an mhir that ’’fuiirlhd to 
.People Huiffed the dreadful aroma and pna'laiiiird ihr 1 . 4 ! go*«| oiily loi §«» | 

A few Limans thought differently and orgiini^ed the tiii^fried i# 4 s t *miium to 
help play the game to a hnish. Not it doiid of hiil 4 I piiiii|«<r, 

was the result in December. Hegiirdltms ol iliii or mlor. is aiiil oriwk'i'^i 

hastened to get drilling-wtes. By May lirsT %%ilH osi lots 

were producing nicely, Ckairge P. VViiklorf aiitl laiiwH ii ‘roiiinrini o -adriip^ 
of Lima, were the first to leasi;? it fnrirt in the firighU*f|i*#itfi^ 441 ,. ♦ iidiiii 
alty. They visited Ilriidford, returned with Ikivkl Kirk and i*^ 44 f I , 
formed the Trenton-Rock t,)lhCom|i 4 ifiy, leitsed iiiaiiy 40 * I iifi| thoit'aiiii 

acres of land, set strings of tooli tmriiig tttul ptleil up 4 lull lioii. 

The year closed with two-lmiKired wells tloiiig oifie.|hii»‘» 4 iii| harirh** mlm Is lli« 
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lUu'kcyc' Pipe -1 Jnc transported and stored. Operations extended north-east and 
south-west, until thirty-thousand wells were drilled and a half-million acres of 
territory opened. lundlay, Lima, h'ostoria and Toledo were strictly in the 
swim, d'he deluge of grease swelled to mammoth proportions. Iron-tanks 
stoi’ed thirty-million barrels, while iron-pipes bore other millions east and west. 
Refineries used what they could, Ohio oil netting a smaller percentage of kero- 
sene than Pi'unsylvania crude, and in 1889 the pric'e crawled down to fifteen 
cents. Think of it-— lifteen cents for forty-two gallons of oil pumped from 
twelve-hundred feet btmeath the earth’s surface ! 

Developments ('overed large areas in Hancock and Wood counties, took in 
a strip of Allen and Auglaize one to three miles wide, and extended south-west 
to St Mary’s, thirty miles from Lima. They reached north-east into Sandusky 
and Ottawa, east into Seneca, north into ,■/ 

laicas and west into Van Wert and across J 

the state-line into Indiana. Wood county ^ ^ ^ 

stood at the toj) of the heai), with the I 

rest as offshoots. Its fir.st well, drilled 

three mile.s north of North Baltimore by 0 \ 

T. J. Vandergrift 81 Co., cantered off in 

Marc^li, 1B88, at four-hundred barrels. . * >"5 1 ^ 

The second, put down three mile.s east a 

year later by Bowling-Green tenderfeet, ^ g c A / li 

rated as a fifteen-hundred liarreler. Smith • f ""“yw i 

ik Zeigler’s, on the adjoining farm, outdid \ / 1 

this three to one by bowl- /'H n /oti cwAwfSoTtT 

ing ont five-thousand bar- .....f-'P 

rels per diem. The plot / j ]l on.-ima.Ds. 

thickened very ratiidly. | ^ 

Gushers tumbled into line ' at a dizzy pace. Cygnet lots 

lioasted dusters of der- ricks that marked king-pin 
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Gushers tumbled into line ' at a dizzy pace. Cygnet lots 

lioasted dusters of der- | ricks that marked king-pin 

.strikes. Agents of the Standard bought thousands of wells and the cream of 
tlu^ territory. The i)roduct fed a myriad furnace-fires in Chicago and the half- 
mile battery of steam-boilers at the Columbian ILxposition. In Sandusky 
<*ounty, w'hose earliest wells, at Gibsonburg in 1888, were by no means ag- 
grttssive, T. L. Kirkbride called the turn on a six-thousand-barrel spouter in 
Novmnber, 1894. Altogether tlie Ohio oil-region, with its eastern pool in 
I'rumbull county, its south-ea.Htern branch in Washington, Monroe and Noble 
and its vast deposit of gas and petroleum in the north-western section, was 
a startling revelation. But all the territory was not velvet, as eight-thousand 
drydioles attest. No leopard could be more spotted. The present average 
yield of the wells is under four Imrrels, with sixty-six cents as the average price 
last year, hive-sixths of the twenty-four-million barrels Ohio jiroduced in 
1896 must be credited to the north-western colossus. 

Thomas E. Kirkliride, the man that owned the well that raised the smell 


that set the pace that led the race that broke the slate that it was fate that 
Coxt‘y’s state should elevate, hails from Tidioute, wliere his parents loc'ated in 
1866, l ie started in oil young, operated in the Warren and Bradford fields, 
caught the Ohio -fever and landed at Findlay in 1890. hlis first ventures were 
around Cdbsonburg, four miles west of which, on the Jones farm, he drilled the 
gusher tliat smashed the Lima record and fattened his bank-account six figures. 

Mr. Kirkbride lives at Toledo, in a handsome home gladdened by a devoted 
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wife and five children. .S. M, Jones the di>.liuKn' -li< d M.n.-i oi Tm!. ,!.,, .iKu 
came from the Keystone State. He drilled in the io«. i i»d di itii. I-, in iHftH, 
joined tlie tide for Ilrudford ami loeateil at I Hike fenire. riiem-.- he iniKial.-d 
to Toledo, patented a sucker-rod iinproveineiit. creel, d a lii>: latioiy. il.thhl. d 
skilfully in niunicipul alliiirs, udviH-aterJ eivie refouns and %\>>h Ih.- in.HMialiy 
on the grand platform of " eight hours work a rlay." Mr, i helped oir. >ni.!c 
tlio Western Oilmen's AssiKdiition, which tHTUpies line .pi oi« c in the h« .iti of 
the city. There Kred IkHlen, W, J. Mcfullagh, I- rank Sl. rh-. <.*, A. t .upher 
and other Key.stoiU'rs often hang out l«> welcome old friemHloan IVnimKania. 
W. 15. Nolim, who pmupi'd at Oil fitv in iWVi and o|w r,Hed to. in Tdriduirg to 


wsuji tw ttmn uiitt **«#<*■♦ 

Bradford, hm drilled fivi?-lHifitlr«d writs In f»*r r»f 

C. C. I'larris, wtw icdd tii tiiiU lldi) C')il4!«!ii|w^ lii |^*r tisir4iiifi4tviJ4to^ 
sand dollars, hi« put down fciiirduiiidrrd. Truly ilir lltirkr yt^ h ii« 

in petroleum. 

A farmer in the Hwariip of Wmni eoiitily, iti* 4 
and bad water, leased lik forty»iicr« imteli lor t.al ||i«* fir.i It, 

which wiw Slink a humlred yards fmm hli mtm^ llowrti twieilifiirniiid 
a day. When the spurt beptn tlittolcl fellow hii|i|iriirii to 1#^ 
beside his door. lie «tw lliw oil diiiiti intiillie thmm 

h is f«a and shouted : “Ikd yer life, namtire * 111 ' %%afriril mhmkf 

for thii cWcken 1*^ 

A barren streak in Mercer and V^ii Wert, mi 
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seemed to demonstrate the folly of seekiiij^ an extension of the Lima belt in 
Indiana, despite convinciiijj: symptoms of oil at Geneva. To test the matter 
the Northern-Indiana ()il“Comt)any, composed mainly of Lima operators, leased 
five-thousand acres along the boundary between Adams and Jay counties and 
drilled several wells in 1H92. Nearly the whole range proved productive, show- 
ing that tile belt stretc'hed westward. Portions of Wells, Blackford, Grant and 
Huntingdon joined the pnx'ession in due course. Last year an important pool 
was unearthed near Alexandria, Madison county, twenty-five miles south-west 
of the original field, whii:h demanded a pipe-line to Montpelier. This newest 
accession is in the town of Peru, with spurs <iuile close to Cass county. This has 
been the stellar attraction of Iloosierdom, fifty-five wells completed in October 
of 1897 yielding thirty-five-hundred barrels. Roan, New Waverley and Denver 
have not esi'aped and the drill has invaded Kokomo, twenty miles south. Peru 
is the fatl of the hour, the pride of the Wabash. Just clear across the state, 
several wells at Terre Haute have revealed the presence of sand, gas and oil. 
I 1 ie average price of Indiana crude in 1896 was sixty-three cents, and five-mil- 
liott liarrcls were {iroduced. 

Hie Indiana oil-region is a level country, about forty miles long east and 
west and three to four wide. The oil, dark green in color and thirty-six grav- 


ity, Ih found in the Trenton lime- 
stone, at a deiith of a thousatul feet. 
Thirty to a hundred feet of driving 
l>ipo and three-lumdred feet of 
casing are needed in each well. 
The main belt runs in rt‘gular 
pools and may be ctae 
sidered ten-l)urrel terri" ■ 
lory. The aggregate pro“ ' 
ducllon of the field is * 
twelve to fifteeiethousand 
I lurrels a day. 'fhe largest 
well started at two-tlune 
Hatul lairrels and some 
have recoriis of five-lum- 
dreil to eightdnindred. 



The great gas-field, south of the oil-lielt, has boomed manufactures and con- 


tributed vastly to the wealtli of tlie Hoosiers. 


Last May the By ram GibCompany of Indianapolis finished the first oil-well, 
witliin sight of the village of Dundee, ever drilled liy electricity. A fifty-horse 
tlynitino, which runs the small motors at a do;^en wells on tlic tract, supplied 
llii! |)ower. C$m is used under the boilers in the power-house, a sulxstaiitial 
fratnednfdding, which slielters the central station. The entire plant cost five- 
tlioimand dollars and the company votes it a success of tlie first magnitude. 

Hiram 'fewksbury, of Montindier, who pays taxes on six-hundred acres of 
land in Wells tanmty, is one of the few men whom getting into a lawsuit en- 
riehrtl. When Indiana field was in its infancy he contracted to purchase 
the Howard farm for mnnv. oilmen, who refused to take it off his hands and 
wi’fit sustained l>y tin? Court Ha sued Howard to take it back, the Supreme 
Vmifi clecitlecl agaiuHt him and Tewksbury had to ke«*p the land. It turned out 
to be the Ixisom an oil-pool, the cream of the district. One acre brought 
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I'c'wkshitry cU'Vt'n-thousaiul (lollars, an<l !*a' isimjiiIin hi'* i*nMl?v i'\» i'l’ih-tl tivi-- 
huiulrecl dollars a wook. 

I7ru» anally place of len-thuusaiid ijiliahiiaiin., uvi'lv*'' luslr-. r.r4 i»| 
port, is the Indiana sensation of the* year. I .a‘4 fniit' a l»*4 y «»l uli/niH ilrillnl 
a dusU‘ron tlu‘Wallat’e fanti, two miles east, llns do-.r of i’l-rmiaii hark spiir- 
reel them ttMlrill on iht* ii««rlh4^s'^*l rd|*r of in 
|nly. l*he well flowed liflerii harrrhi a day lliitaigli 
the casing', at twvnty frri In the I'rniioii roek, iie 
("rt'using teiefold wlnai tnhed and latiiiptal. J\t 
once the oil <‘ra/e ran riot tti the wild riedi lor Ir'icirs. 
'ronrists from Ohio and h«-rin-^vKtiiiia led ihr long 
procession of land sn-loa's, llie l\l*iiidyki* |iiMt! 
(‘iist of d'oledo and lh«f lliiiiie south of |,ittia \vr>re 
ftirgotlen teni|w»rarily. .Hi otrs uf sh* k ui-lhi <it’* 
rnolished the theory t if a nii're winch ihi* 

iihsemce of giis and searrily of sall'-watrr Ini woitld» 
Ih* scientists to e%|H4i at the first lihisit 'riie Ktiml 
work has crowded aheatl mid l*rrii riMeits liiglt on 
the |ictroletim*|'H*r«*h in tin? cnilrr of llir patili, 

A n H l«* Iw Mil |m|*, 

Pl'MValol V*»« n**ll*i llrt)- r i»* |4il*r alo*!# 

All*! vewir wail «l lliml. 

Thirteen per cent of the five-thoiisitiid wtdlsflrillrd in llriilaiiiiii Ihirri^ani's 
state are drydioles. Montpelier lias henefiietl largely from « »|»ri at u »m in Wells, 
Blackford and Jay countiei. llieHildry f.lil4.*oni|i*iiiy. Isaiir’ N. rallrrsnii, tin? 
RowlaiuhZeigler OihCompany iiml other Periiisylvaiihi tiiiiis mid liidsviihiak 
have been prominent in the ftelil. I^lr. B;tllc*rson at h'rank hii, is iirrsidnit 
of the savings hank mid lias ligiitr-d r.Mfrisivrly 
in the chief districts sinc»^ IVIrolriitii 7ciilre imd 
Pitliole first tinctured the horizon « fliiiiilng red, 
James W. Kowkiiid «|iiil iiirrcaiililedil*' ill fdaiikliii 
to conduct a Iwink at Idtilfailoii and riiihark In llie 
oildmsiness, Idie stierrss he ricldy inri'iiril 
tended hiin in hanking, |»f«tdtiriiig and rrfiiiisig, 
lie gaineti ii lihrral forliirir, rriiiinrd to h'laiikllii 
iiml took a leiniifig share in drvr|o|iiiig ilir 
region. Mr* How’lantl Is a tirsPrhiss iiiaii of 
genial and geiier^iiis, true to liis i»>V'al 

In his frieinisliijm mid iili%‘ayii rrady iii fiirihrr n 
good cause, Th« Rowdainf'Zeigli'r Cofiipaiiy .imiIiI 
to the Htantlarrl rrceiiily at a firsce wlhrli fnigucii n 
«|iiarier-milli»*ii riollars i losriv. III 7^ igh"* * 
managed mid was president of llir conniaiiy, ln^giin 
his oil»career ns owner of an liii* 4 rsi m ilir lit a two 
Itroducing wells nt Raymilton, drilled In %mt. CliM^mlng at I1t as.niHiile a 
season, tlte fourtlesand development at tramed liiiii |o iviodia. In ^ I*#' and 
J.^D. Ritchey and W. T. Jackson pnmirr^d ii cliailrr lor tiw i Irmhiisd 
Line, which was sokl to H. I). Karns iind itiergi^l litlii the K.iiiis I »!»' 
ing in the munng(*ment of the Raws Llim tiiitll tlie rniied |.iin ”4 nimulmd it, 
he then engaged activifly in producing oil. Ilk rirrult tif o|ir|,«tioie* * immm4 
Bullion, Coglt 7 , Thorn Creek. Cherry Ckove, llradlbni aiid tin lilnii g, %lm % iiig 
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W(‘slvvarcl, he i)arlieii)alecl in the early devclopmeiit of the Ohio and Indiana 
lu‘lds. In eonipany willi Jaeoh S. Smith he established the plant that supplied 
uatural"i;as to t,!hiea^'o. U is master-stroke was the organization of the Row- 
laml-Zeigler Ct)mpauy, which alone realized him a competence. Mr. Zeigler is 
in his prime, lu‘arty and vigorous, (piick to relieve distress and prompt to aid 
llu* right. NoiU‘ htdter dest‘rves the comt)liment (leorge 1 ). Prentice paid Mark 
M, Pomeroy : “ He is a brick.*’ 

John and Michael Caulahy, behind whom Philip Armour, the Swifts, Fair- 
banks and Nelson Morris, tin* Chicagi> beef-magnates, are sui>po.sed to pose, in 
1H95 purchased a huge slice* of the Indiana field, laid a pipe-line to the Windy 
City and talked of building a rellnery tlnit wtnild outshine the Standard giant at 
Whiting. Ha* brothers are sons of an Irish resident of Milwaukee, who 
taught them his own trade of meat-packing. Michael Cudahy went to Chicago 
to manage a branch for John Plankington, whom the Armours succeeded, and 
John “ came tumbling aher.” jolm jiiled up millions by plunges in pork and 
lartl that won him the soubritiuet of “Daring Jack” Cudahy, while Michael 
stuck to Armour faithfully. John toppled and lost his wealth, Michael started 
him afresli, lie jiaid olfa million of debts and built up another fortune. Michael, 
several times a millionaire, has studied the swine as Sir Jolm I^ubbock has 
studied the ant. No part of the hog is wasted under his trained system, but 
thus fur tile Ctulahys have not been able to hog the Hoosier oil-fields. 

C. f 1 . Shattuck had the finst well in West Virginia drilled for oil. He came 
from Michigan in the fall of 1859, secured land in Wirt county and bored one- 
hundred feet by the tedious spring-pole iirocess. The well was on the bank of 
the Hughes river, from which the natives skimmed off a greasy fluid to use for 
rheumatism and bruises. It was dry and Shattuck settled at Parkersburg, his 
present abode. At Burning Spnng.s a “disagreeable fluid *’ flooded a salt-well, 
which the owner cpiit in disgust. General Samuel Karns, of Pennsylvania, and 
his ucjihew, S. D. Karns, rigged it up in i860 and pumped considerable oil. 
The shallow territory was operated extensively. P'ord ^ Hanlon bored on Oil- 
Spring Run, Ritchie eoimty, in 1861-2, finding heavy oil in paying quantities. 
W. H. Moore started the phenomenal eruption at Volcano in 1863, by drilling 
the first well, which iiroduced eight-thousand barrels of lubricating oil. Sheafer 
& Steen* s, the second well, was a good second and the Cornfield pumped 
seven^lKnmand liarrels of tliirty-five-gravity oil in six months. William C. 
Stiles and tht? Oil- Run Petroleum Company punched scores of wells. Volcano 
pcrchecl on tlie lubricating pedesUil for years, but it is now extinct. E. L. 
Gale he built the railroad freight-houses at Aspinwall and Panama and owned 
the site of Joliet and half the land on which Milwaukee thrives—in 1854 pur- 
chiiHcd twtcthousiind at!res of bush twenty-five miles from Parkersburg. In 
ia<>6 the celelirated Shaw well, the first of any note on his tract, flowed one- 
hunt Ired barrels of twiaity-six-degree oil. Gale sent samples to the Paris Ex- 
position in 1867 and received the only gold-medal awarded for natural oils. 
The Siiaw well kicked up a fuss, leases brought large bonuses, excitement ran 
high and the “Gale Oil Field* ’ was king of the hour. Land-grabbers annoyed 
Chile, wilt) declined a million dollars for his property. He routed the herd 
imtl died iit an advanced age, leaving his heirs ample means to weather the 
severest llniindal giile. The war had driven northern operators from tlie field 
and heavyH>ll developments cleared the coast for the next act on the program. 

Charles IL Traverneir, in the spring of 1883, on Rock Run, put down the 
iifit deep well in West Virginia. It encountered a strong flow of oil at twenty- 
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one-hundred feet and yielded for eleven years. Volcano and Parkersburg had 
retired and light-oil territory was the object of the ambitious wildcatter. At 
Eureka, situated in a plain contiguous to the Ohio river, Brown & Rose struck 
the third sand in April, 1886, at thirteen-hundred feet. The well flowetl seven- 
hundred barrels of forty-four-gravity oil, similar to the Macksburg variety 
and equal to the Pennsylvania article for refining. The derrick l)urne<b with 
the tools at the bottom of the well, and the yield decreased to three-hundred 
barrels in May. Oilmen pronounced Eureka the coming oil-town and farmers 
asked ridiculous prices for their lands. Bradford parties leased numerous 
tracts and bounced the drill merrily. The third sand in West Virginia was 
found in what are known as *^oil breaks,” at irregular depths and sometimes 
cropping out upon the surface. Eureka is still a center of activity. The sur- 
rounding country resembles the Washington district in appearance and fi*rtility 
of the soil. In 1891 Thomas Mills, who operated at Tionesta in 1862 and at 
Macksburg in 1883-4, leased a bundle of lands near Sistersville and sunk a well 
sixteen-hundred feet. A glut of salt-water induced him to sell out cheap. The 
first important results were obtained on the Ohio side of the Ohio river, wliere 
many wells were bored. The Polecat well, drilled in 1890, daily pumped fifty 
barrels of oil and two-thousand of salt-water, bringing Sistersville forward a 
peg. Eight wells produced a thousand barrels of green oil per day in May of 
1892. Operating was costly and only wealthy individuals or companies aaild 
afford to take the risks of opening such a field. Captain J. T. Jones, J, M. 
Guffey, Murphy & Jennings, the Carter Oil-Company, the Devonian Oil-Com- 
pany, the Forest Oil-Company and the South-Perm have reduced the business 
to an exact science and secured a large production. Sistersville, named from 
the two Welles sisters, who once owned the site of the town, has been a magrret 
to petroleumites for two years. Gushers worthy of Butler or Allegheny have 
been let loose in Tyler, Wood, Ritchie, Marion and Doddridge. Hie lilg 
Moses, on Indian Creek, is a first-class gasser. Morgantown, Mannington and 
Sistersville are as familiar names as McDonald, Millerstown or Parker. Pi|H> 
lines handle the product and old-timers from Bradford, Warren and Ptdrolia 
are seen at every turn. West- Virginia Ls on top for the moment, with the ten- 
dency southward and operators eagerly seeking more petroleum-worlds iti ct»n- 
quer in Kentucky and Tennessee. 

She was a radiant Sistersville girl. She descended the stairs c|uietly imcl 
laid her hand on the knob of the door, hoping to steal out stealthily in the gray 
dawn. Her father stood in the porch and she was discovered. “ My daugh- 
ter,” said the white-haired old gentleman, ‘'what is that— what are those you 
have on?” She hung her head and turned the door-knol) uneasily back and 
forth between her fingers, but did not answer. “Did you not promise me,” 
tlie old man went on, “that if I bought you a bicycle you would not wear- 
tliat is, you would ride in skirts?” She stepped impulsively toward him and 
paused. “Yes, fether,” she said, “I did and I meant it. But I dklift know 
these then. The more I saw of them the better I liked them. They improve 
on acquaintance, father. They grow on one — ” “My daughter,” he inter- 
rupted, ‘ ‘ Eve’s gaiments grew on her !’ ’ And so it has been with the West-Vir- 
ginia oil-field—it grows on one and the more he sees of it the better he likes it. 

^ Long after the Ruffners’ time Tyler county, the heart of the WesbVirginia 
region, was a backwoods district, two generations behind the age and traveling 
at an ice-wagon gait, until it caught “the glow of th^ light to come.” Its \m- 
ginning was small, but men who sneer at little things merely show that they 
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have ^ixt on a tack and been worsted in tlie fray. It has taken grit and perse- 
verance U) l)ring a Imndred-thousand barrels of oil a day from the bowels of 
the earth in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West-Virginia and Indiana. The man who 
has lUit a liberal stoc'k of these (lualilies should steej) himself in brine before 
engaging in oil-operations. lie will only hit the nail on the thumb and be as 
badly booled as the chump who deems he has a cinch on heaven because he 
never stole sheep. Petndi'unt is all right and a long way from its ninth in- 
ning. 'Fhe alarmist who thinks it is playing out would have awakened Noah 
witli the cry of ‘’.Fire 1 " 

Fdward IL Jennings is anumg the most enUu'prisingand fortunate oi)erators 
in West Virghtia. I lis Kanawha ( )il Company has a legion of tip-top wells and 
miles of approved territory. Like his deceased 
father, a pitmeer in Armstrong and Butler, he de- 
cides promptly atitl nets vigorously. With James 
M. (fuBey, John H. Cnley and one or two others 
lie owned the phenomenal Matthew's well ami the 
rieliest ti'nitory at Mel lotiald. The same gentle- 
men now own tile famous I'rade-Dollar Mine in 
Idaho, tile greatest .silver-mine (»n <*arth to-day, 
and gold-mines in California, Coloratlo and Nova 
S('otia that yield bountiful returns. Mr. Jennings 
is president of the C‘olumhia Bank and lives in 
the beautiful Fast End tif Pittsburg. He ranks 
high in ImsinesH and finance. Brainy, cultured, 
energetic and cour- 
ageous, Mr. jen- 
uingH scored his 
mark tlirough well- 
directed effort ami 
systematic* imluHlr\ 

Womanly intu 
ition is a huminet 
tliiit disc'ouuts scS” 
cmce, philoso|'>hy MtmHs t»Ahwvta.». ts wshi vihuisia. 

and red-tape. IVlrs. Kallierine F, Keed died at Sistersville in June of 1896. Her 
foresight securcsl fortunes for herself ami many other in Tyler eounty. la*tt a 
widow five years agcc, with eight tdiiUlreii and a farm that would starve gouts to 
death, she leased the land for oil-purposes. The test-well |,>roving dry, Mrs. 
Reed iinplonsl ilu* men to try again at a spot stie had proposed for tlie first 
venture', llie drillers were hard up, but coimenttn] to make a secamd trial 
when tile good woman agreed to hoard them for nothing in case no oil was 
found. I 1 u! well was tlie biggest gusher in the imndle. To-day it is firoduo 
ing largely am! is known oil over West Virginia us “The Big Kate,“ Mrs. 
Reiai cleared twtehundreibthousmul dollars from the sterile tract, whic’h would 
sell for iin much more yet, aud her children and neighbors are inde|Hmdent 
for life. 

Do any of the Piom-ers on Kanawha remember “ Dick“ Timms’s Half-way 
House? llie weather-beaten sign bore the legend, In faded letters; “ Rest for 
the Weary. R. Timms.** 'Phe ejcterlor was rough and unpainted, but Inside 
wits cheery and liomelike In its Hiuigness. When travelem. rode up to the door 
** Unde in full imiform of shirt and pantaloons, barefooted and hatless, 
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rough and uncouth in speech and appearance, hut with a heart so big tliat it 
made his fat body bulge and his whole face light u^) with a cheerful smile, 
stood ready with his welcome salutation of “ Howdy, howdy ? ’Light ; conH‘ in.” 

Colorado counts confidently upon a production sufiicient to give the 
Centennial State a solid lodgment in the petroleum-column. Its earlit‘st 
development was a small well on the Lobach ranch, near hlorenct*, in iHtS'i. 
Other wells yielded enough crude to warrant the erection of a refinery In 18H5, 
by the Arkansas- Valley Oil-Company, to which the United OiLCtnnpany has 
succeeded. The United pumps ten or twelve-hundred barrels a day from forty 
wells, refining the product into illuminating oils, gasoline and lubricants of 
superior quality. The Florence Oil-Company pumps a dozen wells, owns a 
little refinery and holds large blocks of leased lands. TIte Rocky-Mountain 
Oil-Company, organized in 1890, has drilled forty-five wells south of the town 
of Florence, twenty-four of which yield three-hundred barrels a day. The 
Eureka Company is also operating briskly. The production of the Colorado 
region is nearly two-thousand barrels a day, derived from wells that average 
twenty-five hundred feet in depth, too expensive for persons of slender means 
to tamper with. 

The lively folks who <lrill in Colorado 

May justly be excusetl for some hnivatlo, 

Because their hopes are not base<l on a shadow. 

The Salt-Creek oil-field, the first worked in Wyoming, is in the northern 
part of Natrona and the southern part of Johnson county, fifty miles north of 
Caspar, the terminus of the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri-Valley Railroad. As 
known to-day the field is eighteen by thirty miles. It lies along Salt Creek 
and its tributaries, which drain northward and empty into Powder River, and 
is a rough country, cut by deep gulches, beneath which there are tal de-lands of 
small extent. Vegetation is scanty and timber is found only on the highe.Ht 
bluffs. In 1889 the Pennsylvania Oil-Company, composed of Pennsylvanians 
and under the management of George Ik McCalmont, loaited on Salt Creek 
and drilled a well which, early in the spring of 1890, struck oil. Ohstades of 
no small magnitude were met with. The oil had to be freighted fifty miles by 
wagon ; railroad-freights were controlled by eastern oil producers, rates that 
would justify shipments seemed almost impossible, and the oil had to be 
proved before it could be placed upon the market in competition with well- 
known brands. In the face of tliese difficulties the company continued work, 
and in the spring of 1894 succeeded in making arrangements to sliip crude-oiL 
Storage-tanks were erected at the wells and at the railroad, and a refinery is 
now in operation at Caspar. The wells vary in depth from nine-hundred to 
fifteen-hundred feet and three companies are operating. I'he oil is a viduahle 
lubricant. The transportation of the oil to the railroad is eflecled by freight- 
wagons of the ordinary sort. Behind them is a fourth wagon, or tlje freighter’s 
home, which has wide boards projecting from tlie sides of the wagon-box over 
the wheels, making a box of unusual width covered with heavy canvas over 
the ordinary wagon-bows and provided with a window in the back, n door in 
front, a bed, cook-stove, table, cupboard and the necessary efiuipment for 
keeping house. In this house on wheels the freighter passes the night, and in 
breaking camp he is not bothered with his camp-outfit. This novelty lias been 
recently introduced by Mr. Johnson, the leading freighter for the Pennsylvania 
Company. With sixteen mules he draws his four wagons with nine tons of oil, 
over a very sandy road. 

Wyoming oil sells high at Caspar, which is becoming a place of some con- 
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se(iiu‘n('c iuul may stnai as the stall- 

metropolis. It was a Ibrt in tho days ol 
wild boasts and wildiT Indians. Soft rook, 
with a provoking' tondonoy to <'avi-in, and 
arlt'sian walor, imt)rt‘j»nated with suli)hur 
and Ibnnd just alH>vc Iho oihsand, ren- 
dorod drilling a dillioult task. The best 
well in tlu‘ bimeh produces from a rot'k 
fivednunlred foot down, while the dee|)est 
is sixteen Imndnsl ft‘et and tlu* sand is fifty 
feet thi(‘k. ( )il“basins on C!aspar Creek, 
Powder River, Salt t'rt‘ek and Poison Spider 
indieate tlu* exislenee of petridemn over a 
wide .section of the statix Wells on Salt 
Creek resemble those in Russia. True-blue 
Wyomingites proudly antii'ipate the day 
when their gilt etlged basin will hit the 
liaku mastodouH a b'iti^simmons sock- 
dolager in the solar-tilexus. 

My l Wt»a‘t tilt' Cm\t' (Wl Ukc tht^ (bncwn'ltdi 

VVhtni tlu* Wytmiinn wt'lU rut ItxmtHJvitrh 

Anti Bnku s|HiiilrrM numt vunuHutrtivltrh? 

William M, Mills, boring for gas in 1893 
near the east side of Heodesha, Wilson 
county, Kansas, found sand with oil in two 
wells and plugged the lioles. John H. 
Galey, ever awake to the importance of 
proH|>eclive territory, lieard the news and 
jiroceeded to investigate. I le examined the 
.sand and the otP almost Idaek in color and 
of Iteavy gravity— tlumght favorably of the 
country, enlisted Mills for the campaign, 
leased sixty tluHisaiul atTes for iiimsidf and 
James M, C hifley, located u number of wells 
and prepared for extensive tlevelopinents, 
Cdufftty & Galey‘H first wadi was rather slim. 
Tlieir second, at Thayer, fourteen miles 
nortli-east, was also small. Tlieir third, 
twentydive miles lartlier lu^rlh-east, at 
ilumladt, Allen c'ounty, had sand and gas 
and a feeble show of oil. Similar results 
flirty miles soutlowcHt of Neodesha con- 
firmed tlieir opinion of iilenty spotted terri- 
tory to be w»orlh testing to a finish. I'hey 
drilled twenty wells in the vicinity of Neo- 
deshii, the majority of them fair. Several 
out of eighteen put down around 'Fhuyer, 
In the winter of 1893-4, rated in the medium 
diiss. lltc priiici|>ai protiiiction of the 
Kiinsa^ field to-ilay--iibout five-hundred 
barrdi derived from a hundred or more 
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—is at these two points. In all Guffey & Galey drilled one-hundred-and- 
wells, averaging eight-hundred feet deep and half of them dry, and sold 
5 Forest Oil-Company in 1895. 

E. Crocker, son of the Bradford pioneer, superintended the drilling of 
rous wells for the Forest in icS96“7. Scattered over Bourbon, Crawford, 

, Neosho, Woodson, Elk, Wilson and Montgomery counties, two-thirds of 

these ventures were dusters. 
Three at Hinnl)oldt are the 
farthest nortli that produce 
any oil. The farthest south 
are near Sedan and Ik‘ru, 
Chaut.aiKiua county. This 
embraces about seventy-five 
miles north-east and south- 
west. The whole <listrict is 
as uncertain as the age of the 
oldest Betsey Boliln*! in the 
pack. Dry-holes may sur- 
round a fair strike. The sand 
runs from eight to twenty feet. 

WHKRH OIL IS SOUGHT IN KANSAS. ^ e.xtremcly dark, 

twenty to thirty-five gravity, 
asphalt base, no paraffine and no sulphur. From the c<>mi>any’s rcfnu‘ry 
odesha, which has a capacity of one-thousand barrels, the first shipment of 
ene was made last June. The refinery is designed to supply Kansas and 
ms of Nebraska and Missouri. Most of the crude is produced so near the 
ry that pipe-lines have not been laid to transport it. 
ras is struck ninety to a hundred feet below the oil-sand, sometimes in 
quantity and occasionally at about four-hundred feet from the surface, 
pressure and water prevent piping gas in the shallow wells long distances. 

5 a Fourth of July when the vapor illuminant was first lighted at Neodeslia. 
isiasm and patriotism drew thousands to the celebration. Jerry Simp- 
candidacy and Peffer’s whiskers were side-tracked and forgotten. Dark- 
fathered and the impatient throng waited for the torch to l>e applied to 
11 stand-pipes. Their cheers might be heard in Oklahoma when masses 
me lit up the sky and bathed the town in a lurid glare, 
he Guiper Oil-Company, managed by William Guiper of Oil City, the 
IV Oil-Company and James Amm <& Co. have drilled many wells that did 
iar the market a little bit. Across the Kansas border, at Kufiila, Intlian 
cry, the Enterprise Oil-Company bored twenty- eight-hundred feet with- 
iding the stuff. Two wells in Creek county had white-sand and a trifle 
.ber-oil at seven-hundred and a thousand feet. The Cherokee OibCom- 
irilled ten wells that produced a moderate amount of heavy-oil from two 
. Wisconsin parties, making deep tests on the Cherokee border, indulge 
d hopes that Bleeding Kansas ” and the country south may shortly lileed 
eum from a half-score rich arteries. 

ive wells near Litchfield, Illinois, pump fifty gallons of lubricating-oll a 
Two in Bates county, Missouri, dribble enough to grease wagon-axles and 
implements. A New-York syndicate has obtained large concessions of 
rom the government and is drilling at Jalapa, Mexico, where oil was found 
How wells a few years ago. In Kentucky a host of small or dry wells 
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:jotU‘ since 1894. 'Flu' Boljs-Bar well, the only one |>rodiu‘in|Tf in 

sse<\ drilled in 1896, Bowed ilfiy barn'ls an hour» caught fire the first 
uul afterwards inntipetl sixty barrels a day h^r a season. 

•lievini^' an artesiiin- vvell would supply tin* connuunily with abundant pure 
a local company at Dwsicana, Navarro county/rexas, three ytsirs ai^o 
I the tools to iHcrcre tile “joint clay “ in the stMith-wesl taul of town, 
n years iK'fort* a well drilled ninednuulred feet failed to ac'coinplish this 
^e and was filled up. (ieoloj^ists gravtrly announced that water - unfit to 
that <aaihl not bt* had within thirtydive-huiulred feet. 'I'he company 
ight along’, At ten-hundred feet the (*lay ceased and twenty fetd of sandy 
soft atui bluish, followed. Oil, real petroleum, hardly infiTior to tlu* Ih'SI 
msylvania, llowtsl strongly. Doubting I'hoinases felt sure this unex- 
l glut of tiil settled the water-({UeHtiim in the negative and advised tuliing 
IL I'he company cased oil tlu* oil, resunieil drilling, inerced five-hundnsl 
ore of “joint clay,** four-luuulred feel of “ Dallas idialk ’’ and another im- 
! layer of day. At iwentydivi* hundreil ftsd a erystal eurrent of water 
il forth tt* the rhythm of fifteen-thousand gallons an hour. Hie water- 
•m was solved liappily, the company was amply vindicated and the C'or- 
ns were correH|>ondingly julnlunt. I'he gtsilogical freaks were con- 
;*d. Of i'ourHe, they knew mort; idiout the creation than Moses and could 
C leuesiH in one round, but a six-inch hole on their own ground put them 
lering in the soup. 

ihn IL Cfideyreada lirief report of the water-well and visited Corsicana 
he i|uietd* Me hud curtdoiuis of ex|>erience in oil-multers and a faculty 
ening new fields. Ht? drilled on Oil Creek in the .sixties, had a limul in 
thole |)ie, broadetusl the IHeusuiUvllh* limit, set the Parkt*r district going, 
to the front in Butler and let no patch of creamy territory t‘sc'api‘ his 
U eye. In Kansas he had located and tlrilleil llie first wells— at Neodesha 
liiiyer that lirought Into play the only pools that have paid their way. 
lent a year in Texas picking uii lands and initling dtnvn wells. As in 
iH, his lirst and Hecoiul wells were ten or twelve miles apart and lioth 
i*d the Jugular. Me soUl his entin* iulert*st, four compauies eutertsl the 
md thirty wells are doing a thousaml barrels a ilay. Tht‘ first car of i'or- 
, 'oil was shipped last July, amitl the hu/./.asof a crowd of cheering dti/,ens. 
nr Roger y. Mills, the Demoeratic statesman, is the lucky owner of a 
uid acres of land on the outskirts of town. The |>roperty has been leased 
IiuIh fair to make the Senator a mlllltmaire. Petroleum may yet In* the 
.esi star in the conslellatiori of the Lone-Star State, 
aliforniii is not c*onient to havt* gold-mines, overgrowm trees and tropit'id 
iind leave iielroUnim out in tlu* cold, Inir years developments have lieen 
d on, c*eiilering finally at Los Angeles. City-lots are pimciured with 
am! tlireeduindred wells have been drilledon two-hundred acres. Samuel 
tries, fortimrly of the Pennsylvania oil-region and now president of the 
f Siicker«Rtid4foiu|»any of Toledo, leveled his kodak at the Los-Angek?s 
In i% 5 , securing the view prinUsI In the cut. Him. W. L. Hardison, 
iperitted in the Clarion itiiil llnulford fields and served a couple of terms 
* LcgiHlaturi% and l^yinau Stewart, of Titusville, have been largely inter- 
iii the Cidlforniti field for ten years. I Angeles wells are seven to nine- 
‘isl feet tlccp, yield six barrels to seventy-five at the start and emt>loy six« 
*ed intai. Hie oil h used for fuel and lubrication, prochicc?8 superior 
Ituin and a dbllllate for stove-burners and gasollne-enfines. It cannot be 
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ned profitably for illuminating. The Los-Angulcs fiukl, al)t>iU one mile long 
I six-hundred feet wide, had a small beginning. 'The first wells, lu.'ar the 
:ond-Street Park, were small, only to the first sand four-huncIrt‘tI fi‘et~and 
.ded poorly. The operators lacked knowledge and hinu'hed tlK‘ holes as 
5ely as sardines in a box. Deeper drilling revealed richer strata, from 
ch four-hundred wells are producing eighteeii-huiulred barrels a day. Kail- 
as, electric lines and manufacturing establishments consume the bulk of the 
put— equivalent to seven-hundred tons of coal daily ■ fi>r fuel, d'he ht'St 
Is have been pumping twenty months to two years, a few starting at three- 
idred barrels for a week. Twenty-five-hundred dollars is the average cost 
. California well and the total yield of the district approximates two-million 
rels up to date. 

Los Angeles is a genuine California town, with oil-wells as an extra feature. 
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ricks cluster on Belmont Hill, State street, Lakeshore avenue, Second street, 
leading thoroughfares. A six-inch line conveys crude to the railroatls and 
tanks are shipped over the Southern Pacific and Santa Ftl routes. At least 
of the preachers seems to be drilling “on the belt,” if a tourist’s tale of a 
rer he offered be true. Here it is : 

O, Lordl we pray that the excursion train going east this morning may not run off the 
; and kill any chui-ch-raembers that may be on board. Thou knoweit it i» bad enough to 
3il-wells on Sunday, but worse to run Sunday excursions. Church-memben on Sunday 
rsions are not in condition to die. In addition to this, it is embarrassing to a minister to 
ite at a funeral of a member of the church who has been killed on a Sunday excursion, 

' the train on the track and preserve it from any calamity, that all church-mtmbers among 
xcursionists may have opportunity for repentance, that their sins may b« forgiven, W« ask 
• Christ’s sake. Amen.” 

With juicy Ohio, plump West Virginia, nutritious Indiana, succulent Call- 
a, appetizing Texas and many other lusciou.s bivalves to keep fat Pennsyl- 
a company, there is no lack of oysters in the stew. 


soMi'i oi' 'i'lii*: iu)vs. 

uicl IMurphy, of ‘'mystt-ry ” (.itnc, lives in ('liesUT county, 
iam I.. Lay, foumicr (>t South ( )il ( *ily, ilietl last winter. 

. Welch, a resjHHietl citt/eu, wlu> operaleil at HuHionaiul Bradford and 
i iH'louKfd to tile Oihtdty Lxchangi*, died in 1H97. 

A. Watson, an activt* Broker, as h<‘ lav gasping- for hrtxath, raistal his 
a*d an attendant What's the market sank Back on his pillow and 
’*'rhe ruling passion is strong in death. “ 

Vanausdal), |)artner of William lliillips in the Biggest well on Oil 
•ft liis home at oil t'ity in the morning. to(»k ill at I’elrolia and tele- 
for his wife. She reacdied his l)etlsi<le just as he drew his last lireath. 

A man tuav a* lu’ ,k liaiiK uu Msaph, 

S'ft hr a iHniH r •‘itUiirt t ha nu'dirf itt 

U'allace, an early oilaiperator at Rouseville aiul merchant at Kyiuh 
HHo. IU>rn in (ireat Brilaiti, he served in the Lnglish army, partica- 
tlie (aimean war and was (»ne ot’ tin* “(iallanl Six Hundred'^ in the 
;* charge at Balaklava iiummialized By d'ennyHou. 
late II. L, McCanc*e, long secretary of the OiBCity Lxchange, was the 
Nasi of c Hldom, 'I\vo of his cartoons — ** When Oil is Seventy Cents'* 
tien oil is Hiree Ikdlars'* in this volume and those exposing the 
ifirovetuent infamy were «*specially striking. 

. J. McKtMHvn is probably IIh‘ only millionaire hull-player in tlie linked 
Me belongs to the Washington team, which is a member of the Penn- 
State- 1 asigue, and has played first Base with the nine the entire sea- 
* is a son of the late John MeKeown, a keen man of affairs, a dean 
envy I sitter and swift hase-nmner. 

Mmv « time wht* thinks lu-’ii «tue of Itfavra, 

But III hS fi»iike<u|i Inrk.H the kitollv Irnvoi, 

Will hiitt out Nirk t»n hiuut with a' rrpU’vlti. 

W. IL KiiUer, of Oil City, a man of kindlie.st impulses, genial and 
uletl, greeting a neighhor one Sutiduy evening, remarked; “(Jood- 
1 tmy iu», make it good-Bye ; we may never meet again!" Me re- 
•xcdlent health ami spirits. Next morning, feeling drowsy, he asked 
a daughter of Matnilltm McCHntotk— to bring him a enp often. She 
in a sfiort lime to htiil her husband asleep in death. 
irrepresHtBle “Sam" Blakely ttriginatetl the term “shuflle," which he 
,i*lieed in his dealings in tlie oil-exchanges, and the phrase, ** Boys, 
;e off your hIumh !" This ex|»ression spread far and wide and was 

re|M»afed tiy C.lHman f^asha' if tlie caldegrains ttdtl the truth --‘at the 

Plevna, when his troops wavered an instant in the face t»f a dreadful 
.illelH. “Sam ".also Inagurated die cushmi of drinking Rhiue^wine. 
ciifislituted himself a committee of one to isdehrate the Inmrth of July 
Me primed a great lot tif isisters, whleh announced a celebration 
geous scale-- horse^rares, dimtung the greased |M»le, lH«it»rares, ora- 
’W«nks and odier iitiriudions, l‘hese were posted about the city and 
and fences within a radius of ten miles. A friend asked him liow his 
ill wiiH likely to collie off. **()h," he said, “we're going to get all the 
In lirre and then we'll give tliem the great kthosh," t)n tlu* glorious 
It " mounled a box in front of the Columbia hose-house and ddiverisl 
n before foiirdliousimd people, w^ho pronounced it the funniest tiling 
‘ heard and {iccepteci tht 3 situiition gotHlmaturedly. Some improm|.>lu 
ere got up iiml dm clay piisscci of! pleasiiiUly. 
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open the gales and let the imprisoned waters escai)e. Rev, A, I ,. Dubhs was 
appointed superintendent and shii)pers were assessetl for the use of the water 

stored in the pond. Usually two-hundred to eight-hundred boats boats of all 

shapes and siices, from sciuare-keeled bargees, divided Into c'ompartments by 
cross-partitions, to slim-pointed guipers — were pulled up the stream l)y horses 
once or twice a week to be filled at the wells and await the rusliing waters. 
Expert rivermen, accustomed to dodging snags and rocks in inland streams, 
managed the fleet. These skilled pilots assumed the responsibility of deliver- 
ing the oil to the larger boats at Oil City, for conveyance to Pittslnirg, at one- 
hundred to two-hundred dollars per trij). 

At the appointed moment the flood-gates were opened and the water rushed 
forth, increasing the depth of the creek two or three feet. The boatmen stood 
by their lines, to cast loose when the current was precisely riglvt. Sound judg- 
ment was required. The loaded boat, if let go too soon, ran the risk of ground- 
ing in the first shallow-place, to be battered into kindling-wood by those coming 
after. Such accidents occurred frequently, resulting in a general jam and loss 
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of vessels and cargoes. The scene was mure exciting than a tlm*i,-ringecl cir- 
cus. Property and life were imperiled, boats were ground to fragments, tliou- 
sands of barrels of oil were spilled and tlie tangle seemed inextricable. Men, 
women and children lined the banks of the stream for miles, intently watcliing 
the spectacle. Persons of all nationalities, kindreds and conditions vocifenited 
in their diversified jargon, producing a confusion of tongues that outbiibclecl 
Babel three to one. Men of wealth and refinement, bespattered and besmeared 
with crude— their trousers tucked into boots reacliing above the knee, and moit 
likely wearing at tlie same time a nobby necktie— might be seen tKmrding the 
boats with the agility of a cat and the courage of warriors, shouting, mfinaging, 
directing and leading in the perilous work of safe exit. Sunday creeds were 
forgotten and the third commandment, constantly snapped in twain, gave em- 
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his bargo uninantunl, raa st‘rt*aming' at llu* top of his voit'o : “ When* in 
slu*ol is ParktT?” I'his so aniustal his brethren that they ustal it as a 

by-word lor months. 

d'fie cry of “ !*ond Id'eslnd” would brittj^ the entire t)oi>ulalion of Oil City 
to wilnt‘S.s tht‘ arrival of the boats. Sometimes the tidal wave would force them 
on a sambbar in tlie Allegheny, sma.shing and crushing them like (‘gg-shells. 
Oil from overturned or denuilished boats belonged to whoeviT chose to dip it 
ni>. More than one solid citi/.en got his start on fortiute’s road by dii)ping oil in 
this way. If tin* voyage emUni safely the oil was transferred from the guiptTs— 
fifty barrc*}s <*ach and .small boats to larger ont‘S for shipment to Pittsburg. 
William Phillips, joint owtter of the biggest well on ( )il CriH‘k, was the first man 
to take a cargo of crude in bulk to the Smoky City, 'fhe ptiiuHreshet was a 
great institution in its day, with romantic features that would enrapture an 
artist anti tickle lovers of sensation to tin* fifth ril). One night the lantern of a 
careli'ss workman set fire to tluMiil in one of the boats. ( )tliers caught and 
were cut loose to drift down the river, floating up against a pier and burning the 
bridge at PYunklin. Running the “rapids” on the St. Lawrence river or the 
“ lamg Sault ” on the ( Htawa was not half so thrilling and hair-raising as a fleet 
of oil-boats in a crusli at the mouth of Oil Creek. 

dlie fleet of creek and river-boats tjugagetl in this novel traffic numbered 
twtethousam! erult. I'he “guiper,” scow-shaped and holding twenty-five to 
fifty barrels, was the smaUest. The “French Crkekers ” hekl ten to twelve- 
hundred barrels and were arranged to carry oil in Imlk or liurrels. At first the 
crude was run into tipen boats, which a slight motion Vif tlie water would Home- 
times capsize and .H|)ill the (*argu into th<! .stream. When prices ruled low oil 
was shippeil in bulk ; when high, shippers u.sed barrel.s\o lessen the danger of 
loss, 'riunmands of empty barrels, lashed together like logs in a raft, were 
floated frtun Olean, The rate from the more tlistant wells to Oil City was one- 
dollar a barrel. Frtan C HI City to Pittsburg it varied from twenty- five cents to 
three dollars, aecortling to the weather, tht? stage of water or the activity of the 
demand. Facii poiubfreshet cost two or three-hundred dollars, paid to the 
mill-owners for storing the waiter and the use of their dams. Twice a week— 
WetlneHilay and Saturtlay—was the average at the busy season. The flood of 
petroleum from flowing-wells in 1863 exceeded the facilities for storing, trans- 
porting, refining and burning the oil, which dropped to ten cents a barrel dur- 
ing the siimmt*r. Tlunisiinds of barrels ran into ()il Creek. Pittslairg was the 
cltief rniirkc’t for crude, wlilch was transferred at Oil City to the larger boats. 
Tile sleiimer»fleet of towdioiits-dt exceeded twenty— brought the empties back 
to Oil City. The “Echo,” Captain Kxekiel Gordon; the “Allegheny Belle 
No, 4,” Captain John Himnii; the “ Leclaire, ” Captain Kelly; the “Ida Rees,” 
Captain Rees, and tiie * * Venango ” were favorite piissenger-stearners. The trip 
friim Pittslnirg --iine-hundred-iind-thirty-three miie 8 “-'generiilly rec|uired thirty 
to tiilrty-six hours. Mattresses on the ciibin-floor served as beds for thirty or 
forty mule iniHsengers, wHio did not undress and rose early that the tables might 
be set for liri'iikfast The same tables were utilised between meals and in the 
evening for jaiker-gimiei. llie iaisleHt man on the boat was the bar-tender 
and the clerk was the most lm|>orlimt. He carried letters and money for lead- 
ing oil-Hiiipirers. It WHS not uncommon for Alfred Russell, of the “ Echo,” John 
Thompson, tifllie “ Belle No, 4,” anti Ruse Russ, of the “Venango,” to walk 
into HiiniiiPs or Abrams’s wiirehouHe-office with large packages of money for 
John J. Flilitir, William l^cky, John Mawhinney, William Thompion and 
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setitiK uninaiuuHl, mu at lha lop of his voice : “ Where in 

slu*ol is Tarkt*!-?” 'Fhis so amused his Rood brethren that they iisc'd it as a 
by- word tor months. 

I'hc rry of “ Pond Ibaslud” would ])nnj3^ the entire population of Oil City 
to witness the arrival of the boats. Sometimes the tidal wave would force them 
on a saiubbar in the Allegheny, snuLshing and crushing them like egg-shells. 
Oil from overturned or demolished boats belonged to whoever chose to dij) it 
up. More than one solid citizen got his start on fortune’s road by dii)ping oil in 
this way. If the voyage ended safely the oil was transferred from the guipers— 
fifty han*c‘ls each and small boats to larger ones hir shipment to Pittsburg. 
William Phillips, joint tiwner of the biggest well on Oil Creek, was the first man 
to take a cargo of crude in bulk to tlu; Smoky City. The poiid-freshet was a 
grt*at institution in its day, with romantic features that would enrapture an 
artist and tickle lovers of sensation to the fifth rib. One night the lantern of a 
careless workman set hre to tluMiil in one of the boats. Others caught and 
wt*re tnil loose to ilrift down llie river, flouting np again.st a pier and burning the 
Ijridge at Franklin. Running the “rapids” on the St Lawrence river or the 
“ Long Suult ” on the ( )ttuwa was not half so thrilling and hair-raising as a fleet 
of oil-lioiitH in a crush at the mouth of Oil Creek. 

The fleet of (Teek and river-boats engaged in this novel traffic numbered 
twtcthousand craft. The ” guiper,” scow-shaped and holding twenty-five to 
fifty hiirrelH, was the .smallest The “French Crtekers ” held ten to twelve- 
hundred Jiarrels and were arranged to carry oil in bMk or barrels. At first the 
crude was run into tifien lioats, which a slight motion\)f the water would some- 
times ca|)size and spill the cargo into the stream. When prices ruled low oil 
was shii'iped in bulk ; when high, shippers used barrels\a lessen the danger of 
loss. Thtnmiinds of empty barrels, lashed together like logs in a raft, were 
floated from Olean. Thts rate from the more distant wells to Oil City was one- 
dollar a Imrrel. From Oil City to Pittsburg it varied from twenty- five cents to 
three dollars, according to the weather, the stage of water or tlie activity of the 
clemiind. Each pond-freshet cost two or tliree-hundred dollars, paid to the 
rnilFowncrs for staring the water and the use of their dams. Twice a week— 
Wednesday and Saturday— was the average at the busy season. The flood of 
petroleum from flowing-wells in 1B62 exceeded the facilities for storing, trans- 
ptirtlng, refining and buniing the oil, which dropped to ten cents a barrel dur- 
ing the summer. Thousands tif barrels mn into Oil Creek. Pittsburg was the 
cliief market for crude, which was transferred at Oil City to the larger boats. 
The steamer»fleet of tow-boats— it exceeded twenty— brought the erniities back 
to Oil City. The “ Echo, “ Captain Exekiel Gordon ; the “Allegheny Belle 
No. 4,” Captain John Hamm; the “Ledaire,” Captain Kelly; the “Ida Rees,” 
Captain Rees, and the * * Venango ” were favorite passenger-steamers. The trip 
from f1ttsburg'-H>ne4iyndred-iind-th miles— generally required thirty 

to thlrty»filx hours, Mattressei on the cabin-floor served as beds for thirty or 
forty male laissengers, who did not undress and rose early that the tables might 
be get for breakfast. The same tables were utilized between meals and in the 
evening fiir fjoker-games. The busiest man on the boat wim the bar-tender 
find tile clerk was the most important. He carried letters and money for lead- 
ing oii-shippers. It was not uncommon for Alfred Russell, of the “ Echo,” John 
Thompson, of the “ Belle No. 4,” and Ruse Russ, of the “Venango,” to walk 
into HarnifP 8 or Abriutw’i warehouse-office with large packages of money for 
John J. Fisher, William Lecky, John Mawhinney, William Thompson and 
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open the gaUs and let the iinjjrisoniHl waters t'seape. 
appointed superintendent and shippers wert* assessed 
stored in the pond. Usually two-hiuulrial eiglu huu 
shai)es and sizt‘S, from squaix*"keelecl barges, divide* 
cross-partitions, to slittt-pointed guipt‘rS“Wert* pulUal \ 
once or twice a week to l>e filled at the wells and a\ 
Exi>ert rivennen, accustomed to dodging snags ami t 
managed the lleet. Tliese skilletl pilots assumed the i 
ing the oil to the larger boats at Oil City, for conveya 
hundred to two-hundred dollars per trip. 

At the api)ointed nuanent the flood-gates were ope) 
forth, increasing the depth of the cret'k two or t!irt*e fe 
by their lines, to cast Uiosc when the current was preci 
mentwas required. The loaded boat, if let go too sooi 
ing in the first shallow-place, to be battered Into kindliii 
after. Such accidents occurred fretiuenily, resulting In 
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of vessels and cargoes, llie scene was more codling 
cus. Property and life wefi^ imperileil, boats were gi« 
sands of barrels of oil were spillt*<! aial the taiigk* fw’ii 
women and children lined tlie banks of the stream for 
the spectacle. Persons of all iiiUitmalitleH, klmlmbi itii 
in their diversified jargon, producing ii confiihloii of t 
Babel three to one. Men of w<*a!th aiul Iicn 

with crude-“their trousers tuckinl into taiotH rradisiig li 
likely wearing at the same time a imldiy iH*cktic itilg 
boats with the agility of a cat and the c*ouragc of marrii 
directing and leading in the perilous work of Hufo cxi 
forgotten and the third commaiitlmtnit, iamHiiiuily hiih|' 
phasis to the crashing hulks and barrels. A pillar of I 
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his bargx' unmaniUHl, ran S(a*t*aininj;’ at the lop of his voict* : “ Where in 
sheol is harkta*?” 'i'his so umustal his j^ood hrellneu that they used it as a 
by-word tor months, 

'Fhe tay of “ Pond h'reshet would brinj^ the entires population of Oil City 
to witness the arrival of the boats. Sometimes the tidal wave would force tlicm 
on a .sand-bar in the Allegheny, smashing and crushing them like egy-shells. 
Oil from ovt*rtiirned or demolished boats belonged to whoever chose to dipit 
up. More tlnin one stolid citizen got his start on fortune’s road by dipping oil in 
this way. If the voyage ended .safely the oil was transferred from the giiii)ers”- 
fifty barrels each and small boats to larger ones for shiiiment to Pittsburg. 
William Phillips, joint»owner of the liigge.st well on Oil Creek, was the first man 
to take a cargo of crude in bulk to the Smoky C'ity. 'fhe pond-freshet was a 
great institution in its day, with romantic features that would enrapture an 
artist and tic-kU‘ lovers of stsisation to tlu‘ fifth rib. One night the lantern of a 
careless wtn’kman stS fire to HumuI in one of the boats. Others caught and 
were cut li>ose to drift <lown the river, floating up again.st a pier and burning the 
Imdge at Franklin. Running the “rapids” on the St. Lawrence river or the 
“ Lting Hault “ on the Ottawa wa.s not half so thrilling and hair-raising as a fleet 
of oildioats in a enish iit the mouth of Oil Creek. 

d'he fleet of creek and river-boats engaged in this novel tranic numbered 
two-thousand craft. ” guiper,” scow-shatiet) and holding twenty-five to 

fifty barrels, was the smallest. The “French CrWkers ” held ten to twelve- 
hundred barrels and were arranged to carry oil in b\ilk or barrels. At first the 
crude w»as run inlti o|>en boats, which $i slight motionyf the water would some- 
times capsize arul sjall tin? cargo into the stream. W^en prices ruled low oil 
was shipiH’d in bulk ; when high, .shippers used barrelsV) lessen the danger of 
loss, lliousauds of csniity barrels, lashed together like logs in a raft, were 
floated from Oleiin. Tim rate front the more distant wells to Oil City was one- 
dollar a tmrreb From C)il City to Pittsburg it varied from twentydive cents to 
three doUars, according to the weather, the stage of water or the activity of the 
ilemaiul, Fach ponddreshet cost two or three-hundred dollars, paid to the 
mill-owners for storing the water luul the use of their dams. Twice a week-*- 
Wednesclay and Saturday— was the average at the busy season. The flood of 
IHdroleum frcnii fltwing-wells in 1H62 exceeded the faciliiieB for storing, trans- 
porting, refining and burning the oil, which dropped to ten cents a barrel dur- 
ing the fiiimmer. 'rhousands of barrels mn into Oil Creek. Pittsburg was tlie 
chltd* iiiiirktd for cTUtle, which was transferred at Oil City to the larger boats. 
Tilt! steamerdlimt of towditiats^— it exceetled twenty— lirought tlm emiities back 
to Oil City. Tlie“Echo,” Captain Ezekiel Gordon; the “Alleglieny Belle 
No. 4,“ Captain John Himnii; the “ Leclaire,” Captain Kelly; the “Ida Rees,” 
Captiiin Rees, and IhtC* Venango “ were favorite passenger-steamers. The trip 
frtim Pittshiirg'--“<ine 4 ntiKlfcHbiiiKbthirty-three miles— generally required thirty 
tti thirty hours. Mattresses tm the cabin-floor served as beds for thirty or 
forty mule passengers, wlm tlid not undress and rose early that the table.s might 
be f4el fi>r lireakfast. The same tahU»H were utilized between meals and in the 
evening for pokc»r-giimei. The Inisiest man on the boat was the bar-tender 
and the clerk was the most im|Mirtant. I-le carried letters and money for lead- 
ing oil-shippers. It was not uncommon for Alfred Russell, of the “ Echo,” John 
Thompson, of the “ Belle No. 4,” and Ruse Ruii, of the “Venango,” to walk 
into IliiimiPfi or Abriifni*s warehcnme-oftk?e with large packages of money for 
John J. Fiilmr, William Lecky, John Mawhinney, William Thompson and 
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others who bought oil. Nd ri'ccipts vv<‘rt‘ gi vru ur taki 
the apparent looseness in doing business, iu> package* \ 
The boats usually landed at the low(*r part the etiii 
wishing to stop at the Moran and Parker lloU4s. . 
Abrams & Co.’s landing, wliere llie northern aj^prcHic h i 
now is, they put olT the remaining passtaigers, tiaaght 
Many a Christian-looking man was lieard tt» swear as h 
the boat and struck the mud, tough aiui greasy and 
tumble to the situation, roll uj) his tiantsers and “ pul 

Morses and mules dragged the empty boats uji Oil t 
cold weather. Slush or ice and floating oil shaveil tile h 
as if done with a razor. The trtmtnumt iif the |»atter 
were literally murdered— was frightful and lew survived 
inability availed nothing. They were wt>rke«i until llii 
finest mule, ears very long, coat shiny, tail veliemenl, 
vigorous and bray distinct and melodious, cpikkly suet 
water and hansh usage. As a single trip realized riie 
other the brutal driver scarcely felt the financial loss. A 
man who started in the morning for the wells ki bri 
Returning in the evening, he learned that he had 
Before retiring to bed he had hired a substitute for on 
proceeds of his journey of eleven miles and Igick. Wil 
a man over the coals for beating his exhiiimted hofm% t 
and handed him five-hundred dollars for eight hones 
gushers at Funkville. 

Pond-freshets were holidays in Oil City suflkdently 
ing down the ages with the biggest kind of chalk-miirk, 
to see the boats slip into the Allegheny, kKige on the gri 
of the bridge or anchor in Moran’s Eddy. HyiidrecI 
pumpers and operators would be on board. Once the i 
water at Scrubgrass Ripple and large iKnits could not gt 
A ship-carpenter came from New York to Titusville nnc! 
lumber for six boxes sixteen feet squnre and twelve iiici 
them with inch-boards and divided them Into smiill cm 
the oil from running from one end lt.> the other ami swiiii 
principle was applied to oil-boats thereiift4?r iimi 
bulk-steamships, llie ingenious carpenter iloiitiid hlii 
the Blood farm and bargained with I-ieriry llullliilt to fi 
performed the voyage safely, returned in due couime, p 
boxes and went home in four montlw with a nmg fcirtiin 
in. Railroads and pipe-lines have relegiiteci |MUid*freiti 
gheny steamers to the rear, but they were intereiitlng feii 
development in early days and should not be utterly : 

To haul oil from inland wells ti> sliippiiif-priliits 
horses. This service originated the wagorMrain of Iht? t 
best consisted of six«thousand two-horse teiiiiis iincl wii 
port-service was ever before seen outskle of an army 
M. M. Avery, a renowned ciiviilry-conmmnckr during 
regular army-train at Fithole. Travelers in the oil-regio 
these- endless trains*of wagons bearing their greasy frti 
road or shipping-point. Five to seven barrels---^ btrre 
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liuiulrtul anti sixty pnnutls laxt*<l the strength of the stoutest tc^ains. The 
inutl was praflit'ally luiitoinless. I lorses sank to tlunr hrt'asts and w'Ujfons far 
ahovt' tht‘ir axles. Oil drippiuj^- frtau innuiuerahle barrels mixed with the dirt 
to ki‘e|> the ttiass a perpetual paste, whieh destroyed thecapillary ,i>lands and 
tlu‘ hair of thi‘ animals. Many horses and mules had ut)t a hair l)elow the eyes. 
A lt)ng t'aravan of these hairless beasts gave a spectral asi)e('t to the land- 
sc'ape. History records lunu* other such roa<ls. Houses within a quarter- 
mile of tlH‘ roadside were plastered with nuul to the eaves. Many a horse, fell 
into the batter and was left to smother. If a wagon broke the load was dumped 
into the nuubt'anal, or set on the battk to l)e taken l)y vvlioc*vcs- thought it worth 
tlu* lalntrof stealing'. 'Teamsters vvtmld imll down fences and drive, llirongh 
fields wheiuwer pi>ssibh‘, until the valley of Oil Crec‘k was an unfathomable 
iptagmire. d'hiitk of the bone aiul sinew expended in moving a thousand bar- 
rels of oil six or eight miles tuuler such ('ouditions. Two-thirds of the work 
had to l)e done in tlu' fall and winter, when the dements spared no effort to 
inc:rease the diHconifurt and ditliculty of ttavigation by boat or wagon. To haul 
oil a hal(-do/.eu miU.‘S cost three to five dtfflars a barrel at certain periods of the 
year. ‘ThtuisatKlH of barrels were drawn to Shaw’s Landing, near Meadville, 
and thousands ia Oarland Station atul Uuiou City, on the Philadelphia & Erie 
Railroad. Ha* hauling of a few hundred barrels not infrequently consumed so 
much titue that the shipper, in the rapid ffuctuations of the market, would not 
reali/.e enough to pay the wagon-freight, A buyer once \mkl ten-thousand dol- 
lars for one-lhouHand Imrrels at Clapp farm, above Oil City, and four-thousand 
for teaiuing it to hYunklin, to Im shipped by the Atlantic & Great Western Rail- 
road to Ni!W York, Even after a phmk-road had been built from Titusville to 
I*itholet cutting dowti the teaming one-half or mure, the cost of laying down a 
ljurrd t>f (‘rude iti New York was excessive. In January of iB66 it figured as 


follows ; 

ikiveriiiatra tax |i «« 

Barrrl 3 

Tfiifttitig friim Pitbtil® ni Tituxvfll® t ^5 

Freight frwm Thuivilk to Ntiw Vork 3 

Coitaemg® mul glittform i 00 

LfjMkiijKf .................................... 45 

Total |ia 4« 


The Oil Crm?k leantHter, rubber-booted to the waist and ffannel-shirted to 
the tiiiii, wits a jiicUirmiue character, lie was skilled in profanity and the 
savage use of the wlilp, A woi^k’s earningH*-ten> twenty and tliirty dollars a 
iliiy—he would spettd In revelry on Saturday night. Careless of the present 
find heedlcHH of the future, he took life us it came and wasted no time worrying 
over couHec|ueuci*H, If one horse died he liought another. He regulated Ins 
dmrgeH by the deiUh and consistency of the mud and the wear and tear of 
rnoriilily atul ltvi;»Htock. Eventually he followed the flat-boat and barge and 
gul|H.T to oblivion, riillnmdH and pi|)e4ines supplanting him as a carrier of oil. 
Some of tlm best op<*«^tors In the regimi ado|.ned teaming tem|>orarily, to get 
a start, I1iey naved their money for interests in leases or drilling-wells and 
not li few w%‘tit to the front as siiccessfid producers. Tlte free-and-easy, devib 
tnay««ire teinnster of yore, brimful of oil and tobacco and not averse to 
whiskey, m a triiditbn, rtiinemNred only by men whose polls are frosting witlt 
silver llireads Ihiit do not stop at sixteen to one. 

Whi.irves, wiirehot»ei and landings crowded Oil City from the mouth of 
Oil Creek to the Mcirim lloust*. iiarrels filled the warehouie- yards, awaiting 
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llu'ir turn to Ik* haulctl or Ijo.ittnl to tli«* ut ils, tilirti ui 
for slupnuait. Loiulfd aiul onipty boats won* t iaiiiiiK . 
I'irnis anil iiulividuals shipjHsl thtaisafuls i»l batii 1% <1. 
nuMit of nK‘U anti slai'ks ofi'ash. William M. I.rt kv, slii 
Oil City, hustled for R. 1 >. Cochran 81 (*<»., whose 
boat. Parker ik 'Fhompson, Idsher Brothers. Mawliini 
Mimliall ik Co. were stron|^ concerns, ‘fheir ageiilH * 
farms to buy oil at the wells and arrange Idr its deliv 
enormously. Crude bought in Septenther c»f iHfij at lli 
in December at eleven dollars. John II. Snhiliniaii, 
up the creek one morning to buy what he could at three 
Rouseville told him to pay four, if necessary l«» secure ■ 
At Tarr h'arm anotlusr nu*s.sage ituoted five dcdlars, II 
Petroleum Centre the price had reached six iiollnrs and 
afternoon were at seveiefiBy. Business was done on I 
ment was fulfilled to the letter, whether the prica* rose 01 
B. Simpson, W. J. Young and Isiiiir M. Sowers lie \vm 
Oil City— clerked in these shipping-olhres, whidi prov 
schools for ambitious youth.s. William Porterfidcl n 
tramped over Oil Creek and Cherry Rtm for the FlHliers. 
Bradley 8i Whiting and 1 . S, (Bbson bought at RouHevill 
Tarr Farm. “ Pres Miller, li ” Whiling am! ** Ike ‘ ' < 
and honorable— are treading the golden-streets. John M 
and body, true to the core and upright in every 
of rest. William Parker is president of the Ciil City Hiivl 
son returned east years ago. John Miinhall settletl 
liam Maldemnn removed to Cleveland, Thv irondiornr 
lutionijsed the methods of handling crude atid relirrd 
whom have shiiiped across the sea of time into the oc 
Fisher Brothers liave a long and enviable record as f 
of oil, ‘^staying the distance " and keeping the fMiIe in 
have come and men have retreatisl In the mad witirl 0 
rush for the bottom of tlie sand, but they have goiie on 
tion and are to-day abreast of the HitUitlion. Wliellier li < 
on the Rainbow of Fame or nux'ked the dreiitiis of the « 
lose their heads or their cretlit. John Fisher went t' 
Fisher Brothers began shipping oil by the river to Pitlulii 
John Burgess & Co, The thrt^* hrotlierH dlvklecl tlieir I 
partment personal supervision, John J, miiriiigiiig the I 
Oil City and P'rederick iirul Menry receiving lutcl dinim 
Pittsburg. Competent men bought crude iit the wells 
yards and on the Ixiats. Tim firm owmeci it flfi;*! of liiil 
and acres of barrels. Pkch Imrrel was briiiicled witli 11 1 
The Big F ’'—widely known us Oil Creek or the I Irak 
mark of fair play and spot cmh, Wlien riillrniick were’ 
carded boats and used more Ijiirrels lliaii iiefore. Win? 
held two— were introduced tht*y adopted llietti iittil let tli 
pipe-lines were laid they pwrdmsed certificuttiniii fwicl 
shippers until seaboard lines iuspetided the older spte 
by water or rail, in barrels or in tanks, From the liegl 
shipping-trade Fisher Brothers were in the viiii. 
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tiu' lirst Iiip.’ line ,-it 'I'iilioulf’ 'I'h, ^ '‘''•‘‘I '"•■''■''liy Hi l-aKUiulas and laid 

.H.c,-salV‘ln.,ia, I>- 

Hnlirr pools and In-ld bm- nlms is , M V ‘ =‘’' 

rankinj;- «ath tlie Idiviuost companR-s in evlonf • r aV ? ^ 


the splendid indimtry they have hud no mean part in makinR the greatest and 
Kram cat of any age «r nation. To natural shrewdness and the quick percet^ 
tion that comes from contact with the activitie.s of the world they joined bml 

“It: X'’™,”'”''' 

ParkmhSrT "•«« in ,«6o. at 

An , Id sttlt-well K irns hud resurrected at lUirniiiK Sprintpi pumped oil freely 
and he conceived the plan of a .six-inch line of pii>e to farkershurg to run the 
priKluct liy (travity. The war interfered and the project was nof carried out 

id .‘1 Tr'r*'' of i86t. Heman Janes broached the 

Kka of hiyniK a line of four-inch woodethpipes to Oil City, to obviate the ri.sk 
expense anti uncertainty of tmnsporling oil liy boats or wagons. He proposed 
to bury the pi{H> In a trench along the hank of the creek and let the oil [rravi- 
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tate lo its destination. A contraci for the entirt' work w.t 
Reeck of Eric. Col. Clark, of Clark .K* Sunnu r. j^rasprit ' 
the nietliod luight involve and advised applying tt> the Lri:i 
[)ipc‘“hnc charter. RtH'd’s contract was lua sigiual aiicl a hi 
1862 to authoriiic the construction of a {>ipe-line ffian ( >tl t 
Tltc o()position of foiir-lhousaiul teamsters i'ngag<*d in hau 
bill and the first effort lo organize a ihpedine t‘umpany. 

|. I., Hutchings, a Jersey genius* came h* the oil t otu 
1862 with a rolary-pinnp he had patented, lo show its a 
business he laid a string of tubing from larr Isirth lo the j 
below Phuner. He stl his tnunp working and sent a slrt'ii 
hills lo the refinery. I’he jiipe was of poor ({Ualitv. the 
good deal of oil fell by the wayside, yet tile ext>erimenl si 
was feasible. Although eininenl tmgineers deilared frielioi 
result proved that distaiu’e and gnule were not insunnoiiiiki 
neers had declared the locomotive wtiuld not run <in siiiti 
cow on tlie track would disrupt ( h*orgi* Stephensoifs wir 
hence their dictum regarding pi|H‘lineH had litth’ weig 
Lardner nearly burst a flue laughing at the absurtlity t»f a 
crossing the ocean and wrote a treatise to ilemtuistrate its 11 
saucy Sirius steamed over the herring-pond jtl I Itie same. 
Tarr Farm confounded the scientists who worshipped thro 
tion would knock out steam and pi|>e and American ingt 
operators forever subjcxl to mud and ponthfreshets, 11ie 
Humboldt Refinery planted the-seeil that was to bet'otnc a j 
saw this more plainly than the teamsterH, who prtK’eeclfd 
and warn producers to quit monkeying with newdangleil 11 
tation. That settled the first pi[Hjdiiie and left the rampaii 
imitators of “Demetrius the silversmith^* the upper dug 

Hutch ing.s~the boys called him “ Hutch “ ^-liad piiti 
the brain and would not lie suppresHed. He fait down *4 1 
big Sherman well to the terminus of the nulrt»iul at Milk 
were cast-iron, connected by leacbsockets and laiti in a ? 
jarring of the pump looseiuaj the joints and three»fourths of 
well failed to reach the tanks, two miles north, ‘riie lei 
business solely fcir their health and they lore up the Ihte to I 
cut off any of tlieir revenue. Hutchings iierslHted In Itis er 
ovorwhelined him and lie died penniless and ciisapiHiitil 
inventor, who lived a trifle ahead of the times, deservim i\ 
sluift of impermlmlile grauite. 

The Legislature granted a pi|>t-litie charter in iitLi lo 
portation Company, which laid a line from the Noble 
Shaffer. The cast-iraa fa'pe, five indies in diameter, wni 
grade in the mode of a water-pi|:)e. Tluf lead lea 

umbrella, just as the Hutdiings line hatl dtaie, and the 
transportation was abandoned. 

Samuel Van Syckle, a Jerseyite of inventive braih arti 
the fall of 1864. The problem of oibtriniiiiortatkm, leniieii 
tant by the opening of the Pithole field, mum eiigneifirt 
August of 1865 he completed a two-inch line from Fithole ti 
Wood md Henry Ohkn, of New York, held an imeri?il an 
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Bank of TitusvilU^ loaiu'cl 11 k> moiK'V to furwartl Uu‘ project. J. N. Wheeler 
sc;rc‘wed the tirst joints togt'ther. 'Two luinip-stations, a mile west of Pithole 
and at Clierry Run, at tlrsl helped force the oil through the pipe, which was 
buried two feet imder grt)inKl “to bt‘ out of the way of the farmer’s plow.” 
lught'lumdred l)arrels a day (‘ould be run and the frantic teamsters talked of 
resorting to violem'e to (‘lipiiU* so formhlable a rival. 'The pipeage was one dol- 
lar a lairrel, at which rate the i'ithok* and Miller Ibirm Bi[)e-Liue ought to have 
been a bonan/a. Van »Syt'kle traded heavily in oil and commanded plenty of 
('apital. A. W, Smiley managial the line and btiught oil for Van Syckle, who 
conducted this branch of business in his son’s name. Smiley’s largest transac- 
tii>n was a purchase of one hundred-tliousand barrels, at live dollars a barrel, 
from the lJt\iled States Pt'troleum Comj)any, in oiU‘ lot. Young Van Syckle 
si)t‘nt inoiu^y as the whim struck him. If SmiU‘y refused his demand for a hun- 
dred ora thousand dollars, iht^ tly youth would refuse to sign drafts and threaten 
to sloj) the whok? concern, 'Phere was i\othing tt> do in siu’h cases but imitate 
Colomd St'otPs cotm and “(‘onu‘ down.” The Culver failure in May of 1866 
compelled the First National Bank to pre.ss its claim again.st the line, which 
passed into the hands of Jotiathan Watson, j. T. Briggs and (k;orge S. Stew- 
art o|H*nited it rt>r the bank utul Watson until William H. Abbott and Henry 
Harley purehased the entire etjuipment. 

Revitrses l>eset Van Syckle, who induced Oeorge S. and Milton Stewart to 
erect at big refinery at Titusville to test his pet theory of ” continuous distilla- 
tion.” Failure, tedious litigation and heavy loss resulted. Van Syckle’s mind 
teemed with new schemes amd new devices for refining. He possessed the 
rare fmailly tif finding friends walling to listen to his jilans aind back him with 
cash. SomiM if his ideas were valuulileund they are in use to-day. Misman- 
agement swamiied the enterprises lie created and Vam Syckle finally removed 
to Buflalo, where his duH!kered life closed peacefully on March sectind, 1H94. 
While often unsuct'essful financially, eairnest men like Samuel Van Syckle 
benefit mankind. The oibbusiness is much better for the fertile brain and per- 
.Hevenmee of the man whose i>ipe-line wais the first to deliver oil to a railroad. 
His example stimulated oilier men combining keen perception and executive 
ability, wlio txmld sift the wheat from the ('haff and discard llie useless and 
iriipracik'iilile. 

In the fall tif 1865 Henry Harley began a pipe-line from IkmninghofI Run 
to Sluifler, the terminus of the Uil-Creek Railrtiad. IVanisters cut the pipes, 
burned llit? tanks and retarded the wsirk seriously. An armed patrol arrested 
twenty i»f the rlngdtsitlers, dispersed the mob and (pielled the riot. The line— 
twodiidi tubing of extra weight— liandled oil expeditiously, a pump at Ben- 
ninglioil forcing six to dglit-huiulred barrels a day into the tanks at Shaffer. 
The system wan a. public improvement, jH^rsonal interest had to yield and 
fcjurdiiindred teaiiw left the regifm llie week Harley’s line innniied its first oil. 
Abbott and Hit.rlt*y owned an Interest in the 1 ‘ithole line and setnired control by 
pyrdiiiHing jonathiui 'Watson’s claim, Ui run it in conneetkm with the Benning- 
Iioff iliit*. Hiey orgiuiiml tin? firm tif Abbott & 'Harley and oi'ierated lioth 
llmm several mantlm. At Miller Farm they constructed iron-tanks and loadlng- 
riicks, wlildt enablet! two men to load a train of oilcars in a few hours. Avery 
& I leddiiti laid a line ftmn Hlnimburg to Miller Farm, estidilishing a station on 
the liiglnist |iolnt of the Tallmim farm and running the oil to tlie railroad by 
gravity. AblMitt & Harley supplemented tliis with a branch from the Pithole 
line lit the crosiilnf <'jf Cherry Run. Crude was a good price, operators pros- 
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perecl and Miller Farm hec'anu* a busy pl'ua*. Raiinui 
rep^ionand pipe-lines pumped oil dina'lly fnun tin* wt‘Ils to 
In the liill of 1867 Abbott vH: Harley ae(|uired eontnd of 
]X)rtation Company, the only one empowtTed by the l .e|» 
railway-stations. Under its charter they combined tlte \V< 
two lines as the Allegheny Transportation Company. I'h 
tors, elected in January of 1869, consisted of Henry Hark 
Abbott, secretary ; jay Gould, J. P. Harley and Joshua I)< 
sen was appointed treasurer and William UhirmcasUe - gii 
Warmcastle— general superintendent. Jay tiould purt'has 
stock in 1868 and appointed Mr. Harley getieral oil-agei 



W. H. ABjBOTT. inPE-tmE AT MILLIIR PARM IN 


Great Western and Erie Railroads. In 1871 the C!ominon 
Company was organiaied in the interest of the Oil-C!reel« 
contrived to effect a combination and reorgan we the 
monwealth as the Pennsylvania Transportation Compiii 
nearly two-million dollars and five-hundnHl miles of pipes P 
Irvineton, Oil City, Shamburg, Pleasantvilh? am! Tltnsvllk 
Farm. Among the stock-holders were jay (fouki, Thoiin 
H. Kemble, Mrs. James Fisk and (knirgi* K. Anderson, 
absorbed a swarm of small lines and was consltleretl th 
achievement. 

William Hawkins Abbott was a Connecticut toy, ai 
twenty-five and a visitor to the Drake well in Fekniiiry of 
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two days, paid Uiu-thousand dollars for three one-eightli interests in farms be- 
low the town and two days after William Ihirnsdall struck a firty-barrel well on 
one of the i)ropc‘rties. I lc‘ located at dllusville, establishcjcl a market for crude 
in New York, slnppi'd extcsisivtdy and in tlu‘ fall of i<S6o, with James Parker 
and William Barnsdall as partners, ihv. erection of the first complete 

refinery in the oil-rejsdon. 1'o convey the boilers and stills from Oil City, 
whither tlu'y were shii>ped from IMttsburj^^ by water, was a task greater than tlie 
labors of Hi’r('ult‘S. 'Phe first car-load of coal ever seen in Titusville Mr. 
Abbott laid down in tlui tall of ttSba. I le opened a coal-yard and superintended 
the refinery. Oil fluctuated at a raUt (*alculated to make refiners bald-headed. 
In January of nSfn Abliott paid ten dollars a barrel for crude and one-twenty- 
five in March, in Oi'tohm' of 1H62 Howe Nyce stored five-hundred barrels 
of crude on the first railroad-platform at Titusville, S(‘lling it to Abbott at two- 
sixty a barrc-l, packages included. In January of 1863 Al)l>oU sold the oil from 
tin? same platform for fourteen dollars and in March the same lot— it had never 
been moved - brought eight dollars. 'I'hirty days later Abbott bought it again 
at three dollars a barrel and refined it. He was interested in the Noble well, 
bought a large share in tlie IHthole and Miller Farm IMpe-Line and in 1866 
formed a iiarlnenship with Henry Harley. He contributed largely to the Titus- 
ville and I^ithole plank-road and all local cnteniriscs likely to benefit the com- 
munity, His gtmerosity was comiirehensive and discerning. He donated a 
chaiJel to tlie Episcopal congregation, projected the Union & Titusville Rail- 
road and was a most exem|)lary, pubn(>,spirited citi/.tm. To give bountifully 
wa.*i his delight. He bore financial disaster heroically and labored intressantly 
to save others from loss. At seventy-two he is patient and helpful to those 
about him, Iiis daily life illustrating his real worth and illumining the pathway 
of his declining years, 

Born in Oliio in 1B39 and graduated from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti- 
tnU* as a civil engineer in 1858, Henry Harley sufiervised llie construction of the 
HcKi.sac Tunnel until the war and settled at Pittsburg in 1862 a.s active partner 
of Richardson, Harley & Co. I'he firm had a large iietroleum commission- 
house and Harley removed to Philadelphia in 1B63 to manage its principal 
lirandi. He purchastsi large tracts in West Virginia wln'ch did not meet his 
expectations, willulrew from the commission-firm and in tin; latter part tif 1865 
built his first pipe Hue. He was the confidential friend of jay Could and James 
Fisk, whose support pliuxal Ivim in a position to organic, e the Pennsylvania 
I'ransportation Company. I 'or years Harley swam on the toianost wave and 
w%'w a high roller of tin? loftiest stripe. Henry Villard was not more magtusic. 

I If told gtHul stories, cleall out good cigars, knew diampugne from selti^er and 
had no trat*e of the miser in his intercourse witli the world. lie lived at lltus- 
ville in regal style and made “the grand tour of F.uroptC* in 1872. He was on 
fntiinate lerniH witli railroad magnates, big politicians and Napoleons of finance. 
The Pipe I Jne Company got into dei*p waters, prostsaitions and legal entangle- 
iiientH caippletl it uiul Henry Harley tumbled w'ith the faliric his genius had 
reared. He «lrifted tc> New York, was a familiar figure around Chautauqua 
several seasons and dietl in 1B92. His widow lives in New York and his 
brother Cteorge, 11 popular member of the OibCity Oil-Exchange, died last year. 

In NovemlH:?rof 1865 the Oil City & Pithole Railroad Company began a 
railroad between tlie two towns, pushing the work with such energy that tht? 
first train from lithole to Of! City was run on March tenth, 1S66. Vandergrift 
& Forman eqyl|>ped the Star Tank-Line to carry oil in tank-cars and laid the 
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Star Pipe- Line from West Pilhok* to IHtluile to t'nnutHi witli 
unetiuivucal success from the start, this pipe^line iuis hwn w 
begiiiniuK^ of the present system o( ifil-traaspurtaticm. 'I'he 
enlarged the fu'kl for pipe line staticms. Lines nniltipliei! in 
Armstrong* and Butler. Some t»l these wt'fe controlU‘d by \ 
!nan, who brought tlie busiiu'ss ti> a high standard oi perU'cti 
had one or more lines running to the nearest railroatl. 
Transportation Comi)any secured a t'harttu’ in 1H75 to tamst 
seaboard. Nothing was done except to butUl mtire lutes in th 
number grew continually. Clarion had a half du/.eu, t!ie Ant 
list. Parker had a brood of sMtall-lry and Butler was luinvi 
fashion to talk of trunk-lines* call public meetings* sulwt'ribe 
the project die. Dr. Ho.stetter* the Pittsburg rniliiomure oi 
built the Conduit ILme from Millerstown to the dly at smok 
Kanis, the Relief and others ran to Marrisvilk*. Every fellt) 
in the pipe-line pot»pie. A war of competition iirose, rates ' 
was done at heavy loss and the weaker cottcerns went to tht 
panies issued certificates or receipts, instead of paying cash I 
by their lines. When the producer ran oil into the storage-tii 
panics he was not certain the certificattfS given him in retur 
value next day. He must either use the lines or leave the* t 
The necessity of combining the badly-managed txmipetilive 
solid organization was urgent. The Uoion Pipe-Line Con 
number of lines and operated its system in connection with 
Under the act of 1874 Vandergrift & Forman organized the I 
into which numerous local lines were merged. Tin* first gra 
taken in the direction of settling the c|uestkm of oibtranH|niii 
The advantages of the consolidation quickly comniciidei 
things to the public. The United Lines erected htmdrctls 
storage and "connected with every prodiidng-wc‘ll Ni*edlcHt* 
and stations were removed to \m utilized its retpiired, Tl 
were adopted, improving the service and diminishing its oi! 
were established and every detail was »>’slenmtiml. Ciif 
president of the United Lines, was ably iwsisted in each cle| 
O’ Day, a potent force in pipe-line aifairs, di*vi*li*ped the 85 
science. He learned the shipping-business from the very rticli 
Empire Line. His thorough knowledge, industry and practi 
incalculable value to the United lanes. He possi*SHt»d In full 1 
ties adapted especially to the extmnsion and improvement c 
prise. He had the skill to plan wisely and the ability to 1 
His sagacity and experience foresaw the miigniftem future t 
he laid the foundations of the United Lines broatl and tlce|:: 
O’ Day is a master-spirit of tlm pipedine wtirld, a millionaire ; 
of the National Transit Comimny, which tramporis ninc-ieni 
duced in the United States. He hits risen by persomd desiri 
ism or partiality. His elevation has not subtracted one wlii 
character that gained him imuimerable frkmdH in the oi!^rt*gt*^ 
Edward Hopkin.s, first manager of the Unili’d Pipe Line 
officer and died young. John R. Campbell has been treaHiii 
poration of the lines in 1877. Born in Massiichusetis and gra 
Samuel Aaron’s celebrated schtH^l at Norristown, he Siffyed 1 



FROM THE WELT TO THE LAME 323 

ill lh<‘ I^iihUvin Loc'ciniotive Works aiul mamilaclurcd priiUin^-inks in Phila- 
(U‘ll)hia» with William L, and C’Jiarles H. l,ay as parlnors. In March of 1865 
lu* visilcd the oihrt*|citHi and in AukusI removed to Oil City. He ucciuired oil- 
inten‘Sts, published the Rtxn\\Er and was treasurer for the rectaver of the Oil 
City iSr Pithole Railroad C'ompany. In 1867 he became book-keeper for Van- 
deritrift it I . ay, afU'iavards for Captain Vander^ri ft and later for Vandergrift & 
b'orman, who ai>pointed him treasurer of their pipe-lines in 1868. Ik* retained 
the piisitiou in the United Lines and he is still treasurer of that divisum of the 
National 'lYansit Company. 'I'o Mr. Campbell is largely due the accurate and 
(aaujirehenHivi* system of pipediiu* accounts now universally adopted. He 
aidisl in devising negotiabU* oil»('<*rtiticatt‘S, reliable as government bonds and 


c‘tinverti!»le into cash at any moment. He t*nJoyH to the fullest extent the con- 
fident'c and estraan rif his iwsm*iates and is treasurer of a do^en large corpora- 
tions. He was prttsident term al^er term of the Ivy Club, one of the finest 
scMnal orgimk.ations in Fennsylvatna, and a liberal promoter of important enter- 
prises. 1 1 is iihicling faith In Oil City he manife.sts by investing in manufactures 
and furthering pulilic improvements. Active, helpful and popular in liusiness, 
In stH*iety and in the church, no eulogy could add to the high estimation in 
which John R. Ciimpbt,*!! is held whertfvtir known, 

lilt* enormous production of the Bradford field, the increased distances and 
the construction of !Iik.»h to the nea presented new and difficult problems. A 
nittunil Increase In sk.e led to a demand for pipe of better quality, for heavier 
fittings aiicl Improved machinery. The largest line prior to Bradford' s advent 
wm a fourdiieh pi|w front the Butler field to Pittsburg, in 1B75. Excepting this 
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and lhiv<.‘-iiu'l\ litu-s to Kayinilton ainl ( HI (‘ity, n«»nr *»! il 
twelve niilos in lenj^lh. Manywi-rr 

and it pumps, dlu* greater <|nantities and leiigei dt**! 
district "-11 k‘ oil also congt'aieci at a higtier Irmpeialin 
handle than tlu* product of the lower lields ret|iiii**d 
pipes and inert'ast'd facilities. ‘The first six iin h line w.i 
Carrollton in the spring of iS;^. 'Two four int h lines 1 
fourdnch line from I'arport tc» Kane was i tnnpleled the 
inch lin(‘S following later, I'he first !«uig tlisiaiiee line. 
Ililliarils — near I\‘lrolia to C/levelaiul, was tsanpleied ii 
'rrimk-lines tti the eastern coast wtux' hi'gitn in 
Philadelphia starts at Colegrove, MeRixm i't»imly, anti 
and- thirty-five miles— six^inch pipe- -'witli u iivediirli br» 
from Midway to Baltimore, Starting at i dean, two six-tiie 
to Saddle River, N. J. Hiey sei'iarated there. iUie cofiiie«i 
at Bayonne and the other going inuler the Korllt and I’.i 
Point, on Long Island. 'Phe New- York line is iloiihle tit 
pil)e inside another, with tight fitting sleevr joiiils. 1 li 
pipe were separated twelve inches to fH-nihl the ni* lose 
home. The sleeve was then puslied over the gafi iiml I 
pil)es filled with melted lead. I1ie line is held in iihn e 
chains, parallel witli and about twenty fc*el frotii the |»i| 
At intervals of three-hundred feet a gui«lt?Hliidti eiimnis 
lateral chains and beyond each of thene coiiiiertloiw nil i 
a ton, keeps the whole in place, 'tlie coiiipletioii nl' III 
an engineering triumph not much inferior to the layiiiii 
Atlantic Cable. 

The United PiixeLines AHsodatioii moved fdrivarti 
pitfalls that had wrecked other sysimns. It btaighl or i« 
Antwerp, Union, Karns, ( train, Coiuluit, Retirf 
McKean divisions of the American-TrauHler. fmitirr. ii! 
puny’s at Clarendon, McCalmont at Cherry Cd'ove 4ii«l »» 
the oil-region from Allegany to Butler. *riir Ciiiird e 
miles of line.s, thirtydive*million Imrrrls tif iroiMatikagr < 
eighteen loi'al punip-statioiw. J{ven lltrse eMlraortlmaf v r* 
by the overflowing demand, Brntlford was ilir 
continually crying fur “ More !** ciliio and West Virginia 
reiiuiretl fucilhies for handhug an riimi/ing aiiioiint .--i 
tingency and secure the ativiinliigrs of coir'Wiliil*ifh»ii in 
oil the NatitmuLTrauHit l*otnpa.iiv iia reiined iin liipiial 
dollars. I'he com[mny lieltl the originai rliarirr gram*''* 
Company under the act of 1870. In iHHh it nlcHaltftl ili. 
Comimny, an extensive concern, rin Afifil rmi, 

and business of the United Lines, liiiin raiilditg willi tiir 1 
ratiiins in the land. 

Men entirely familiar with liie niiiititru! .Pi.iiL of - 

storage guided the National Itaieai. c ap!4iii Unulify 

the management until his reihemeiii .» tiu dtii^ in e 
Griscom wa.s succeeded tiy Iteiijiiiiiiii flu a '4* i ami lir I 
present official head of flic? ftittipaiii lolifi llirdim 1| 

O'Day general manager, mid U. 
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(ill, pi.it li<al and kiHMily alivi* to llu‘ lUu'rssilii's <>i tlu* ()il“rt\ 4 *ioii, they were 
not kid^Rlovtul idUas whose (‘liief aim was lo draw fat salaries. Mr. Rojj;ers 
madt‘ his iuailv on ()il ( reek in pioiieia* times as a (t»rt'efuk intidlij^'eiil, proj>res~ 
sive busiiu'ssmian. He hatl brains, eanu'slness, inlej;rity and industry and 
rosi* by positivi* merit to tin* presideney ot tin* };ri‘ali*st tranist)orlalion-com- 
panv ot the a|;'e. He is a iirst-t'lass eitizen, a liberal ])atron of eduealion and 
an at>ostU‘ ol f;ood roads. I le laulows sehools and et>llc‘j.>'es, abonnds in kindly 
tleeds aiul doi*s not forKt‘1 his exptadenees in Oildom. Daniel O’Day—dever 
and eapable, “whom not t<» know is to arj*'ue one’s self unknown “—who has 
not heard of tlu* plut'ky, invincible vit'e-president of the National 'fransit 
( tnn[>atty ? hA'i*rvl>ody aduures tin* j^tmial, ri'solute son of ICrin whose clear 
head, willing hands, strong indivitlualitv and sterling tiualities have raised him 
to a ptisiiion (irovt'r Cleveland might I'ovet. Janu‘S K. Snow invented a i)nmp 
so perfi-ct that t»il would fairly (low up hill for a chance lo pass through the 
inatiiine. hVoin their Uroadway olFua-s Rogers, ( )’ 1 )ay and Snow dirt'cl by teUe 
plumt* anti telegraidi the movements of regiments of employtls in Pennsylvania, 
Obit), West Virginia and Intliana. d'hey are in direct communication with 
every ollice of the company, every purchasing-agency, every pump-station on 
the trunk lines aiul every oil-producing seidion of four states. No army Napo- 
leon, VVellingtofi ort irant commanded was better olhcered, belter disciplined, 
l)etter etiuipped and Indter managed than the grand army of National-Transit 
pil>e-men. If “poets are horn, not made,” what .shall be said of the wide- 
awake solvers of the problem of rui)id transit for oil— the pit)e-liners who, com- 
bining tlu* maximum of efliciency with the minimum of cost, have i)laced a 
great staple within reach of the hiw'liest dwellers beneath the Stars and Stripes? 
Cuiulidly, in “the best in the shop” too good for them? 

No man has contributed more to the development of the oil-industry, alike 
as a producer, refiner luul trausimrter, than Captain J. J. Vantlergrifl. His 
active cumundion with petroleum goes back to pioneer oi^eratiuns, widening 
and expanding constantly. Ily hl.s energy, perseverance, ut)rightness and mas- 
terly traits of character he atiaim*<l iirominence in all brunches of the oil-busi- 
ness. His wonderful success was not due to any caprice of fortune, but lo .sta- 
bility of purpose, patient ai»|)liealion mul lumorable methods. Vbgor and deci- 
sion supplenu‘nted the keen foresight that discovered the amazing t)ossibilities 
of petroleum us an artkde of universal utility. He believed in the future of oil 
ami shaped his course iti accordance with the broadest ideas. Allied with 
Cieurge V. Inmmm, tiear headed, ttui(‘k to plan and execute, the firm took a 
lending part in (irodui'ing and carrying oil, Vandergrift ik Forman constructed 
tile Star llpedJne and equifi|HHl trains cjf tank-cars to convey crude from Pit- 
hole to Oil City. They drlllecl hosts of wells in Butler county and built the Fair- 
view Pi|H*4, Jne, whk’h finally cryslallizecl with numerous others into the United 
Piped Jnes Association and the gigantic NationaMYansit Company. The firm 
of H, L. lYiykir ik. Co., t.if wliich they w'ere members, originated the Union Oil- 
Company. Vamlergrift & Forman, Vandergrift, PiKaiirn & Co. and Vander- 
grift, Voting & Co. consolidated as the Forest OibCompiiny, which holds the 
foremost f dace in the production of oil. Mr. Forman operated in Allegany and 
McKeiui, ili*veloping large tracts of territory on the Bingham and Barse lands. 
He* resieled at Oleaii and established the finest stock-farm in the Empire State. 
Removing to llnffiilo to engage in banking, he organized the Fidelity Tnist- 
tkmipany and ertsled for Its use a palatial structure in the heart of the city. 
Under his presidency the Pidelity is a power in the world of finance. Shrewdy 
n 
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the chief medium of intercumrmmkiiticui hriwt’rii lii*i iiiiti 
In ten years ha rose from cabiti-hoy to rufititin lie iitlrrw 
towing coaMmrges that him sinc^o !it»on i*m|iltiyc*cl In tli 
innovation attracted wide attention iind gave a great 
Pittsburg coal-fields. Captain Vaiidergrift straiiili 
when the war broke out and owned the ^tiiinirli ICrtl Ihi 
meat chartered and lost near Cairo. He triiimptirlrcl oil i 


prompt and fur-seeing, C*tH>rge V. i*‘onnun is ric hly duun 
of busiiums-lc'udiTship. His inihuaiee in the* c»i! < <»unlt \ 
corner or district or lot'ulity. He Inis i'njoyed flu* plr.isu 
and the greater pleasure <»t giving hherally. ih* * a n 
then goes aiul does it." 

Bom at Pittsburg in 1H27, at fifteen Jaro!> jay Vantlei 
way that naturally before liim aud entered the sir 
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was coiuHTUctl in Wt'st-V^rj^inia w<‘lls -the Conlhdenites ck'stroyecl thein—aiui 
removed to ( )il City in iSO^to overset* his slht>|)in^'”l)usiness, willi Daniel Ikish- 
nell as his tirsl partner in produeinj^ oil. He orj;anized the firms out of which 
l^rew tlu' Union, tlu* h'orest. the VVashinj>1on ( )il-Coini)any and tlic United Oil 
and Oas Trust. lie was pn‘sidt‘nt of the I'orest and the Wa.shin|;ton and a 
leadin|»" pnanoter of tlie Ant'hor OihCompany. The sut:cess of tlu\se great 
eompank‘S was owing Iargt‘ly to his peeuliar ability as an organizer and man- 
ager t)f important t'nlcnprises. Otlu‘r individuals and corporations produced 
oil protitably, hut to Vaiulergrift iS: Konnan the marvelous advance in modes 
of transportation is mainly attrihulahle. 'fhey piped and railroaded oil from 
Pithole, (‘Xtended their liiu*s through the dilTerent fields, devisc‘d many im- 
provements, jHTfecled the mt*thods of handling the i)t’<>duct and develoiied the 
system that has eliminated jaded horst‘s, wooden-barrels, mud-scows, slow 
freights and the thousand inconvenit‘nces of early transi)ortation. Captain 
Vandergrift’s .sturdy integrity aiul wise forethought iilanned the open, clear-cut 
manner in whit*h Ins pipe-lines condueted business. Throughout their entire 
existem e he was president of the United Pipe-lanes and of the United Division 
of the NaticmaUTninsit after the consolidation in 1B84, Their splendid record 
is an uiupudified tribute to his business-skill and rare sagacity. He found the 
region hampt‘re<l by an exjiensive, tedious method of moving oil and left it a 
transportation^system that serves the industry as ut) other on earth is served. 
Me substituted tlu* steam-putnp for the wearied mule, the iron-artery for the 
roads of bottomless mire and the huge cistern of boiler- idale fur the portable 
tank of wsHuien staves that leaked at every pure. To Oil City he was a munifi- 
cent benefactor I le projec'U*d the Imperial Rtdinery, with a ea|)acily of fifteeu- 
tltcmsantl barrels a week, by the sale of whicli he l)ecame a stockholder and 
ollieer of the Standard OibCaanpany. He aided in establishing the Itoiler- 
Works, the BarrelTVorks, river-l)ridges, manufactories, churches and t)ublic 
Impruvrmems. I le paid his workmen the highest wages, befriended the hum- 
bit* ant! assisted every worthy object, 'fhe pour blessed his l)eneficent 
hand atul all classes revertsl the mcwlest citizen whose unostentatious deeds of 
kitulness no party, race, ctiUir t»r creed could for one mtiment restrict. 

Very naturally, one thus interested in a speeial product and its induHtries 
must be iderilifnHl with its finance. Captain Vaiulergrift founded the Oil-City 
TrustTaanpany, one t>f the leading hanking institutions of the state, and was 
prominimt in tirgani/ing the OiUkxt'hange, the Seahuiird-National Bank of 
New Viirk and the Argyle Savings-Bank at Petrolia. Removing to littsburg 
in fHHt, he fcnmiled the Keystone Bank and the Pittsburg Trust-Comi)any— 
nineduindretldhousand dollars paid-u|) capital and four-millions deposits— and 
was unanimotwly elected president of both. He provided spacious quarters 
for tilt! Oil-Kxchange and estalilished it on a sound basis. He erected tlie mas- 
sive Viintlergrifl Bulhllng on Imiirth avenue, in which the Niitioual-Transit 
Ctim|Mi«y. the Forest, the South-Penn, the Pennsylvania, the Woodland and 
other tiil-c<»mpiinii*H are «*ommodiouHly housed. The owner occuities a suite 
of oflict*s on tilt? sectind flotir and the Pittsburg Trust-Company has its bank on 
the gnnincl floor of tlie granite structure. He also erected the Conestoga 
Building, which has seven-luindred ekgant oflices, and tlie Imperial Power- 
lliiilcltng, with fiicioryH?onstructlon and the latest electric-motors throughout. 
In 1883 hii orgiiiiiiecl the Pennsylvania Tube-Works-eight-hundreddhousand 
diilliirsi i:‘ii|>ltiil -to iniiiHifiicturc all kinds of wrought-lron pit>e. The output 
wii» so excdlcnt that the capital was increased to two-millions and the plant 
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d()iil)k*<l. 'riu‘ works turn out pi|«' from i»iir lu* li 

t!u‘ .smalU‘st ami larg'rsi si/os in ihr Ih*' ApMlIn 

hu also rapilali/.fd in 1HK5 at ilirrr-liiiinlir-il 
treblftl its plant and t*nlar>p’fl its rapilal iw»t iiiiHi 
Company, thf liridgovvalrr c, kis Coiiip.iin . llif Xaiin.il 1 
Virginia, tlm Chartiurs Natural-ikn. Ciiiii|i4in, liir V"i»h 
the Toledo Naturah-Ckis Company, thr louidlii Xaiin. 
mntdu-r more were ineorporaled by Ca|ii.iiii WiinI*-! 
many millions of eapital ami have peiiornifil iin-aiiiiab 
inf*' the fuel that proved a veritable pliil.iHuplieCH ‘aoiir 
of Western-lVimsylviutia. As in pelriilraiiii. iroiii ili*- X 
bulk“l)arK‘es and potubfreshets <lown tlinaigli all liie ei 
markable industrial develt>pmeiil llm u«ald lias e\er ‘»«"r 
grift has lH*en a pituteer, a guiile and *i leader iii italtii 
never been off the helm, nor has lie ever grinlgi’d an ai 
stowed upon the cherishetl inirsnits of Ins Imsy life 
Forty miles uorth-east of Pittsburg, tin a lieaiililiil li€»! 
River, the new town of Vandergrift Iras Iterii hml one 1 
Frederick Law Ohtisted, li h ItHSiled on a |'dot tiiir 11 
below Apollo, the gentle slope overlooking the valley am 
Its residents will have witlnn easy rtstrli of sitii|ilt' ilifll'l 
enjoy in large cities at great ex|H*nse. Hiey will Inive el 
breathing-room, green leaves ami flowers Jiml griis* 4 , pav 
and electricity, parks and walks iiml ilrives, sliatle’lrer-^i a 
homes, for Viintlergrift will Ih* the tnoclel town t»f Pniiisyl 
is [)aying sixty-thousaml dollars a moiilli at A|»ollo in wm: 
at Vandergrift will em|)Ioy thrice us nuiriy inrii. At lif *4 
will Ire the habitations td’ those etiifdoyetl by aiid 
After a little otliers will note its advartlages ami ili-^arr 
vision will he made this year ft»r an immediiitr |Mi|iiilalioi 
with the means living ctmiforliibly, laitiilirs owning 
trolling their own pursuits, l‘he town Is iioi to lie a lail, 
ary Utopia, but a gooti place for riien lt» in, ioi il 
money, for the wairkl U» look at aim! learn iroiir, 
blocks, i,>ipe 4 ineH and refmeries, iiillls iiitti faiioiies and 4 
name are enduring monuments to iln? eiilpr|irr?ie ami 11 
recognizes the responsibilities of weullli lit iil% 
philantliropy and in his gifts to tlu'* tiiililrni oi' 

Captain Vandergrift’s home in i'ltv i'% 4 

and genial hospitality. 'Phe liont Is tlie kiinliv, * om 
by his own hearth, in hk oflire tir 011 liti* ntirri ||i« 1 
into the stream of the |>ast and talks riilrt laiiiiiigll ti*** 
the Allegheny and Oil Creek. He h m^ri loo iimOi 
comrade of his early yeiim. He him not IonI lofitli 
sympathy with the struggling ami iiirairf lls^. it 

equally with his triumphs and *4t rii|*ilir« 

manly courage and his nobility of iliuiMrirr, tiiiiiliiiiil 
have had no place in his fifilicy* Htrii t liniir^av aiiil imiu 
conduct and resjmeted the rtgliln tiiiii |iriul*'gr% oi in. h 
quick to discover anti reward taleiil, In llir tfri.ii 

business and to mature pliins for any eitiergniry. %hmr% 
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soul and narrowod liiiu to tlu* prayer of s(*ll*isluu\ss : “(livt* ;//<'’ this day viv 
tlailv bread.” 1 In pref(*rs straij^liUbrwardiiess lo a pedij^na* running' back to 
tile Mayilowia*. He nsilizes that j;olden opportunities for ^’ood are not travel- 
iui 4 , by a time table and that men will not jouriU‘y this way ag'aiu to rc‘pair 
oinissitius and rectify mistakes. He knows that lu‘ who doc'S ri^’lit will btt riji^ht 
and leel right. I Ic* does not lay aside his staise of justici', his love of fair-play, 
his t‘arnc‘St convictions and his desire to bem,*tit mankind with his Sunday 
<‘lothes. He believt'S that principh* whic'h is not excs't'isc'd every day will luit 
keep swec't a week. 'The story of J. J. Vandm’grilVs life and labor is told 
wlu'rever l!u‘ (laim* of naturabgas glows in tin* while lusit of a furnace or the 
gU*am of an oildamp brighttms a hapiiy home. 

Saaurhow we nil fret HUi’c, that when tlaj i.s o’er— 

When Uu' liwl inniuK’H pluy'tl, hoyn, this side the other sliore— 

We'U ht'ur tlie Pnipire suy, hoys ; “ The CupUun's made a score.” 

Ih*w persons have any conc'eption of the labor and ('apiltil involved in stor- 
ing and iransjiorting iietroleum. Only those familiar with the early methods 
cat! ajipreriate fully the (‘tmvtmience and economy of the jiipe-line system. It 
puts the producer in direct (‘onmumication with the carrier and a market at all 
seasons, regardless of high or low water, rain or storm, mud or dust. The 
tanks at his wells are <*otmected with the pii)e-line by one or more of the two- 
itU!h feeders that spider- well the producing-country. Small pumt>s force the 
crtule, when the location of the well prevents running it by gravity, from these 
tanks into a receivingdank of the line, whence it can lie piped into the trunk- 
lines or u storage-tank as desired. The produt'er wlu/ wishes his oil run noti- 
fies the nearest oflice or agent of the compnity— usualfy this reciuires about two 
minutes by wire a gauger measures tluHeet and inches of iliiid in the tank, 
oiiens the stti{>-coek, turns the stream into the line and, presto, change ! the 
job is done. I1ie gauger measures the oil left at the bottom of the tank, gives 
the produeer a reetitn for the dillerence between the two gauges and reports 
the result to the centnd station of that section of the field. There tallies of 
the ineasuremeiitH of every tank in the locality are at hand, properly labeled 
and nnmbereib The right table shows at a glance the amount of oil in barrels 
correHjHindtng to the feet ami inches the gauger reports having run and the 
protlueer is credited uec'orilingly, just like u depo.sitor in a bank. These reports 
are summed up at a tvrtain hour and the company learns jirecisely how much 
oil has lieeii received each day. By a similar proct?ss the sliipments are re- 
csirded and the exatd cpmntity in the custody of the comiiauy is known at tlie 
diwe of thi* tlay*s InisineHS. Runs and shipments are published daily and a 
monthly sym»|wiH is posted, in compliance with the laws of Pennsylvania. The 
pr<iduc'er van leave his oil in the line, subject to a slight charge for storage after 
thirty days, «»r sell It immediately. Me can take certificates or acceptances of 
one tluiusaml tmrrels eacli, I'layalile on demand in crude-oil at any shipping- 
ptiint In the oil-region. These certificates, good as gold and negotiable as certi- 
fied checks, the htdder can use as ctdlateral to liorrow money, sell at sight or 
stow away if he Icniks for an advance in prices. It is not Hobson’s choice with 
hirm In an liour from the time iif notifying the office his oil maybe run, the 
imnnmt figured up, the sale made and the currency in tlie owner’s pocket. He 
hiiH not tugged and perspired loading it in wagons or on cars, worn out his 
patiencT* imd his team and his profanity driving it through an ocean of mud, or 
risked the chances of a jam and a wreck ferrying it^on the bosom of a pond- 
freshet. Nor lias he put up one penny fur the service of the pipe-line, which 
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collects twenty cents a barrel when tiu* oil is (leliverinl to tl 
company is not a holder ol oil on its own aec'ount, iwcfpt 
keeps to offset evaporation and sediment, acting mert'ly as 
between the producer anti the refiner, 'The system is tlie 
plicity, accuracy and cheai)ness. 

Pipe-lines are the natural outgrowth of the ptaroleii 
could no more get along without tluan tlmn could the caiini 
without railroads and steamships. m<»vettH‘nt of a tl 

crude in early times was a task of great magnitudt?, costly, ti 
perplexing. Sometimes barrels were not to be had, the wat 
for boating or the mud too dee|> for ttsmung. Often a big \ 
product and gorged transi)ortation, harassing the soul mul t: 
of the luckless owner. Fancy atletnpting to hamile a hum 
rels a day with the primitive appliances ! Wdiew ! You mi 
cart off Niagara in kegs, butler and McKean ruslied wel 
every week, swelling the iiroduction extravagantly, 
mously in excess of the demand. Operators wtmkln’t sto 
surplus oil had to be cared for in some way. The United 
tional-Transit Company si)ent millions of dollars tc» provide 
Not only was the va.st output to be ttiken from the wells, but 
must be stored. To pii)e a hundred-and-forty-thouHaml bi 
grand achievement, even without the burden of hustiiiiulini^ 
for weeks, months and years. A wilderness of 
sand barrels each — went up at Olean, Oil City, Raymilton, I 
uting points. Stocks increased and tanks multiplied until ft 
were piled up ! Think of the mountains of pipe, the ac‘reH 
legions of workmen and the .stacks of cash all this retpiiret 
laid to New York and the Tidewater Com|mny Indlt n six-inc 
sey. Tlie tnink-lines of the Nationabl'ransit alone are five- 
length, besides which the Tidewater and the Unitetl-Stnies 
Fifty-thousand barrels of crude a day flowthrough these urn 
to the refineries at Hunter’s Ik>inl, Baytmne and Phlladel| 
sands are piped to Baltimore, Bufliilo, Clevelmttl, Pittsburg a 
oil-region. The pipe used in transporting c*rude would gir 
and leave a long string for extra-measure. Truly *' these 

McDonald gushers poured out their floods, but the hbi 
Mellon Lines were on de(!k with puitips and pii>eH that Hiiiitcl 
the tanks and whirled them to the sea. john McKecnviPi^ I 
ington electrified the neighborhood by starting at tlireedc 
hour, with only three small tanks to htild the |H*oduc*t. It fill 
minutes. Superintendent (denn Braden set uj) a |Him|) in tl 
that would empty the tank in a half-hour. All night it witi 
tween the spouter and the pump, idg Goliath and puny I 
won, the oil was safe in the line and not a drop spilled I W 
sers burst forth and the .Southern Truiikd Jne~'thrc?e-litiiM.|i 
inch and six-inch pipe-linked Morgantown to Philiicicdplil 
drown Ohio in crude and an eight-inch line cpiletly duin|M:‘ 
Chicago. Part of it fired the half-mile row of boileri at the C 
tion, with not a cinder, a speck of ashes or a whiff of smol 
trous flame of fuel-oil. Indiana, the home of some pretty hi 
pretty big oil-territory and “the Hoasier School muster/’ had 
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whit-h the pipf iiiU'S lu>rt‘ to iht- huj^t* n-tuu-ry at WhiliiiK, to CUn'chuul and the 
Windy City. 'I'lius llu‘ devel{»|mu‘nt of new lieUls, reniott^ from niilrt);ul.s, has 
l)eeU reiuU*red pussihU*. 

Trunkdines retjuire pipe of extra weight, tnumifaeturtHl expressly for the 
puriHise from wroughtdnm, Ia{>HveUletI, rut into le!»j;lhs of eiKhteeu feet and 
tested to a i)reHsure (d' two-thousand pounds to the scjuare inrh. Pumping- 
stations, supt>lied witli ptaverful machinery, are located at suitable points, 
generally tweuty-fivt* to thirty miles ai)arl. d'he stations on the National- 
Transit tnmkdities usually cmnprise a hoih'r-lmuse forty feet scpiare, built of 
briek and roofed with corriigattal iron, lighted by eleetricily and containing 
seven or eight Inlnilar lioilers of eighty to one hundred horse-iawer. For 
greater salety Irtnn lire the immense pum|)s are in a separate hrick-huilding. 
I'he largest puin{)S art* triph*“ex|)ansiou crank and lly-wheel engines, the inven- 
tion of John S, Kh‘in, .snperintt‘ndent of tin? company’s machiiuesho[)S at Oil 
Caty. Fat'll of these giants (*an foret; tvventy-five-thousand barrels of oil a day 
tiu'ough three sixdnch pipes fnnn one station to the next. A low-duty engine 
is run vvlieu the main-pump is stopped ft>r reiiairs or any cause. At each sta- 
tion two or nmre storage-tanks -thirty to thirty-five thousand barrels ai>iece— 
an* provided. One ns*i‘ives the oil from the preceding station wliile the pump 
is emptying the other into the receiver at the station beyond. The movement 
is in(*esHant. Night luul <hiy, never tiring and never resting, the iron-arteries 
throb and pulsate with the greasy liquid that rushes swiftly a yard lieneath the 
surface, duplicate machinery obviating the nec'essity of delay or interruption. 
Five or six bothsrH are fired at once and two are held in reserve, in case of 
accident, Lesqm are lakl around some of tlie stations, that a piutip may send 
the oil two or three times the average distance and the total disability of a sta- 
tion not blockade the line, Wlien It»hy hills are surmounted tlie jiteHSure on 
the |nim|> reacltes twelve to fifteen-huntlred pounds, hulepundent telegraph- 
lines connect tlie Htatioim with one anutlier and the main-oUk'e.s. The engi- 
nec«rs handle tlie key and click nu‘SsugeH exiicrlly. 'Fhe lines are iiatrolled 
regularly to tletect leaks, although the system of checking from tank to tank 
makes it imptiHsfble for a seritnm break to pass umioticed. To clear the in- 
cruHtations of t»anifhne, especially in cold weatlier, a scraper or ^‘go-devil” 
is sent through tlie pipes, Hie best of these instruments a siandle with a ball- 
and-Hocket«julnt near Its centiT to follow the bends of the pipe, lilted with steel- 
lilatles set radially and kept in pcisUion by three arms in front and rear— was 
devlsetl by Mr. Klein. Oblique vanes, put in moliou by the running oil, rotate 
tlie s|nndle and tlie blades scrape the |)ipe as the “go-devil*^ is jiropelled 
forward, A c*atcli*liox is placed at the entl of each division aiul the (jueer 
traveler can be closely timed. 'Fhe great battery of boilers, the huge engine- 
pumps— one on llie IJma’Chif’ago line weighs a Iiundred tons— tlie electrio 
pliinli and the iiitrlc*ate ma/.e of steanepiiies and water-pipes suggest the ma- 
chinery t»f an ocean-Hteaniship. 

If tlie railroad is '* the misHioimry of ininctuiility,^’ us Robert Burdette con- 
cisely expresses It, surely the pipe-line is the messenger of elliciency. Witli 
wondrous s|H*ecl and unfailing certainty H conveys crude-oil from the wells to the 
refineries in or out of the region, climbing hills, descending ravines, fatlioming 
rivers iincl traversing plairw luui forests, Metliotls of refining have ket>t pace 
with |irogrtmii in triiriftportatlon. The smoky, dangerous, inconvenient kettle- 
still 'of the pioneer on Oil Creek has given place to tlie mammoth refinery of 
to-day, with its liilKir-saving apidiunces, its hundreds of ikllled employes and 
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its improved processes. Instead ol the ill-smt‘llin|.»', sputti‘ni 
turc of earlier years^ the world now rtn'eives tlu' water-wli 
l)urns as steadily and .safely as a wax-taper. St'venty tank -vt 
the seas to Kiiroi>e, Asia and Afrit'a. It is delivered at your li 
or the grocer will sell it by the pint, (juart, gallon or iKinyk 
as heaven’s own sunshine, grateful to the t‘ye and beautifying 
other substance approaches petroleum in the number and util 
Long years of patient re.search and experiment have extracie 
dred-and-fifty articles of value in art, scieiu'e, mechanic's and d 
It supplies healing-salves, ointments, ('osmetics, soaps, daint j 
and — oh, girly Va.s.sar girls— chewing-gum ! Refuse tar and sc 
into lamp-black and coarse lubricants. Scarcely a partic'le o 
Noxious gases and poisonous acids no longer pollute the air 
around refineries, offending human nostrils and killing helples: 
ing vastness of its development is etiualksl only by the ma 
petroleum’s commercial uses. 

At every stage of its journey from the hole in the groun 
the purchaser of kerosene, oil is handled with a view to tlie 1 
pil^e-line relieves the producer from worry and fatigue and a 
nishing him prompt service and a cash market at Ins owai d<»c 
day in the year. It enables the refiner to fill the consumer’s 
margin above the price of crude. For seventy c’ents a harre 
cost formerly to haul it a mile— the line collects oil from the w 
the trunk-lines and delivers it in New York. Contrast thi! 
four, five, eight or ten dollars exacted in tlte days of boats ar 
and tank-cars and endeavor to figure the saving to the jaiti! 
pipe-lines, to say nothing of greater convenience and exiHaiiti 
transportation-system may lie a monoi>oly, hut tlie country ii 
monopolies of the same sort. If it be monoiKily to bring oi 
to build one strong enterpri.se from a dozen weaklings, to « 
grand corporation a score of feel)le lines and reduce freight 
to ninety-five per cent., the Naliunal-Transit Cum|)any is the 
of the century. It practices the kind of monopoly that convei 
ing shanties into a stately business-block. It is guilty of furni* 
as the Rock of Gibraltar to the men who drilled oil down to 
rel and tiding them over the period of excessive production, 
of monopoly that keeps industry alive, that supplies foreigi 
American product and benefits humanity. If Van Syckle, A 
were plucky and courageous in braving the wrath of four-tin 
how much more brain and brawn, muscle and money, dollai 
needed to lay trunk-lines that sent ten-thousand timk-ciirs to 
dimini.shed the revenues of railroads millions of dollars iinmn 
of these lines have grown rich, as tliey ought to do, because i 
their winnings they have saved producers and consumers of |* 

Pipe-line certificates afforded an excellent medium for ; 
commodity they represented was subject to fluctiiiitions of fiv< 
which made it particularly fascinating to speculators in stock 
were established at Oil City, Titusville, IVirker, Bradford, Pitt 
Philadelphia and elsewhere. In a single year the elertritnccs 
billion barrels. Bulls and bears reveled in excitement find 
tomers from every quarter of the country. The forerunner ol 
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l*'lllc»tt. Chitrk*fi Lorkhiirt iincl WilHain Frrw wvrt* fiicirimjr rfliiitTs at HttMtiurg 
i-itul hi^Hvy lH.iyi;*r!4 of tTittkf iit CM! Cily. William Ck Wnnliii oiUtTed Intu part- 
iierHlMf) with thi’in mid itHtiildinhod tlu? grout Atlimdc RofiiUTy ut Ilrt*o/o. 
Ill 1874 tho rofmortoH ooiitrollrd hy Wurtlon, I'row ik Co. roiwolidiitfd with tlio 
Stiitidurd C.MhCompuiiy of C)hit», forming llio mtcknm of tho Sturiduril C)i!^’ 
IViiHt. Mr* Wurdiii Iniilt tho CdudHloiH?* this flrnt liirge upiirlmriit-houHf in 
Phlbtlolphiii, iti'ic! diod in April of 1H95. Ho murrknl u duiiglitor of Duniol 
IlimluH'll luid WH!i ono of tho inont ontorprining and ohiirituhlo citizims of Fonn- 
sylvaniu. His snrvivliig coiuomporurios uro oltl in rornlnmc'rnc’os of Oil Crook 
und tho cliiyH wlion pip'O-lintm iintl oil^oortihcutos wort* ungiioHsod protjulnlilios. 

lYiidoi wort* iniido In oflic’t-H. ut wells, on Htreetn, imywl'iere end every- 
where. Fiirehiisers for FlttHlnirg, Biiltimore iind fliiliidflphiii rfflmsw sturted 
hrokeritgi? in iHfiH, on n c*otnmiHsion of ten c’ents 11 biirrel from Iniyers liiid five 
from ielk*r«. The loirmefi’ Hidlroud, eumpleted to 1)11 City in 1867^ brought 
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was “ llu' (*ui hslonr Exchange” at < MI ('ily in i.S7«i. 'I'lu* hulk ol' the buying 
and selling was dene in iVeni of lax-khart, h'rew iv Co.'s oflica*, ('enlO‘ street, 
near the railroad tra< k. Frodueers, dealers and spectators would (‘ongregate 
en the sidewalk, discuss the situatieu, tell storiesand buy or sell oil. 'riu* grotip 
in ilu‘ illnstration incltules a minilus' of welhknttwn <‘iti/.ens. Host of tlusn 
have left Oil City and laM a few havt* goiu* from earth. Acpnaintances will rec 
ogni/e l>r, Ktmx, John Mawhinney, James Mawhinney, John I>. Arclihold, Hr. 
Baldwin, A. 11. Bronson, F. 11, jttiid, L, O. Kellogg, A. K. h'ay, Oeorge Porter, 
ICdward Highee, William M. Williams, JtMin W. Austin, J. M. BulU*rs, Joseph 
Bates, (k'orge W, Parker, William II. Porterfield, Charles W. h'raztT, Kdward 
Sinnnons, Samuel H. Kamherton. lames H. Magts*, Isaac' I .lovd and William 
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so niuny <>i)C‘ralors lo town that a I'ur was assi|>iUHi thoin, iu w 
and sold “siK)t,” “regular” and “future oil,” 'Fltere were* 
no written obligations, no margins lo bind a bargain, but evej 
on honor and no man’s word was broken. “ Sjud oil ” was t 
paid for at once, “ regular ” allowed the l)uyc‘r ten <iays to p 
cars and “future” was takeit as agreetl upon mutually. Laty 
changed hands in this passenger-car, really the first oibt'Xc'lu 
ness increased, an exchange on whet'ls had ntanifest disatl 
December of 1869 it was decided to effect a pertnanent t»rgan 
were elected and a rootn was rented on Centre street. It 
Sands Block in 1871, to the Opera-House Block in January < 
temporary shed next the Empire-Line oHice in the fall, \v\un\ 
nient complications dissolved the organi7.atii)n. Iu»r iiIhvu 
hotels, streets, or offices sufficed for accommodations. In lo*! 
exchange was reorganized, with Oeorge V. lojrman as presidt 
quarters iu the Collins House four years. Gradually rules w 
methods introduced that brought about the system afterwur 
April of 1878 the formal opening of the splendid OtLKxdmni 
place. Tlie structure contained offict*s, ('ommittee-ruoms, telej 
ing-rooms and all conveniences for its four-hundred rneinheri 
now of Chicago, was president term after term. The late IL ] 
retary for years, was a first-class artist, w'ith a skill for earn 
Thomas Hast. Some of the most striking cartoons pertaitnini 
work of his ready pencil. F. VV. Mitchell 8 c Co. inaiiguntU? 
of money on certificates, their bank’s transactions in this lint? 1 
to four-million dollars a day. The ai>pHcation of the clearing 
1882 simplified the routine and facilitated di‘liverii*.H. The vt> 
was immense, the clearance.s often amounting to ten or fifteen- 
day, Only the New York and the San Francisco stoc^k-exchan 
If speculation were piety, everyljody who inhaled the air of 
have been saved and the devil might have put up his sluitten 
fluctuations the galleries would be packed with men iind v 
“taken a flyer” and watched the antic.s of the? Inills and liear 
tunes were gained and lost. Maiiy a “lamb ” was sht»rn and 
lamed. It was a raging fever, a delirium of excitement, mm\ 
ordinary anxiety and haste into a week. Now tlie exdiange 
speculative trade in oil is dead. Part of tlie big building Is j 
and offices are rented for sleeping-aimrtments. Myer Lov 
Simpson, “Eddie” Selden, Samuel Justus and a halLdozen 
occasionally, but days pass without a solitary transaction, the 
have vanished and activity is a dream of liygtme yearn. 

Parker had a lively oil-exchange when the Armstrong 1 
were at their height. The most prominent men In HfHsailallv 
the town or were represented in the exchange. Tliomim II. 
large operator. George Darr was agent of Daniel Ckiettel. 
neered the greatest bull-movement in tlie history of oil and \ 
have “cornered” the market. Charles Ball and Henry I.oon 
thousand dollars brokerage a year and died within a rnontl 
Trade slackened and ‘expired. The boys slilfted to Ilriidfon 
and a constable sold the building to satisfy Mrs. W. IL Sf 
ground-rent 1 The five-thousand-dollar library and the costly 
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covt'ffd and nt'Klculfd, s«»ld iUr a trilU* and went to South Oil C'ily. A jollitT, 
biKKt*f*dirartod <To\vd of frihiws than tho incmhc-rs of tho Tarkta- Kxnhan|;t‘ 
novcr playod a practical joke* or ht'lpcd a poorsullcnTout or“a deuce ofa fix.” 

M'la* Bradford Oil l-AchanKo started <»n January first, 1H83, with fiveduin- 
dred nietnhers and a forty-thousand-dollar huildiiiK'. Five-hundred others, 
with Hon. David Kirk as (U’esideni, <ir^anized the lh’odu(*ers’ Pelroleuin-Fx- 
ciianga* and t-rt'Oed a spacious hric*k hlock, ocinijiyin^ it on January scs'ond, 
18*84. Moth exchanf»(*s wliooped it up Briskly, Both have. suBsided and the 
BuikliuKS are stt»res and oflii'es. 'Dtu.sville’s handsoine exdian|j;'e, on the site 
of tlu; American Ilotel, has goia* tlu^ same road. C'aptain VkuuU'rgrift Bihlt 
the BittsBinx < )iB Fxf'liange, tla* finest of them all, filling' it up snta'rBly. A 
l)ank anti tdlices have stu taaaled the festive tlealers in crutU*. From the Min- 
ing%SttK*k Fxchani4t% the Misctdlanetnm Setmrity Hoard and several more of 
similar tyiies the New-Vork ('t>itst»lidated Stock and iVtroleum I'kxchan^e 
developetl a hngt* ct>ncern, with (wtuiiy-fourdunulred members and a lordly 
Innldini* ert*cted in 1HH7 tm Broadway and Exchange Blace. Hu* member- 
ship was the largest in the country, with tin* exception of the 1‘rtHluce Kx- 
change, and the businesH in oil at times exceeded iht* transactit)ns of llu^ Stock 
Exchange. Seats sold as high us IhreedlumHaiul tlollars. t'harle.s i\, Wilson 
has been presitlent since the organizatum of dm Ik*trt>lenm and Stock Board, 
which abstirlmd the National Betrtdeum Exchange— L, H, Smith was its presi- 
dent and in 1885 utlojUed tile ehmgateil name that has burdened it eleven 
years. Oil in not mentioned once a week, liecanse the st<u'ks have de(*lined t(» a 
skeleton ami tlu* certificates represent scarcely a halbmtllion barrels, lliila- 
dt:*l|)hia liad an extisungt* f)f lesser degree 
ami a score «»f oilavgmn tiuvns sliarpenetl 
their uppi’litt* for spet idation by estiiblish- 
ing bratuie-coiu'enw and lau'ket-shopH. 

The almost entirt* disappearance of the 
si>eimlalive trade is not tlie least remark 
able feature uf the pet rolrumuleVelopmeUt. 

since the elimination of exchanges t>rt»- 
tlucers generally sell their oil In the shape 
of creditdiahinces. l*'or their c‘onv«*uience 
the Standard t hl 4 .’ompany has etaablishetl 
pnrclsasingsigendes througlunil the region. 

The i|iiimtlty of crmle to the cretlii tif the 
seller on tin* plpedine hooks is ascertained 
from the Nalional»Tntnsit oflFe, a chet*k Is 
given aiul all the irouhli* tlu* producer has 
is to dratv his immey from the bank. It is 
handier than a fMicTet in a shirt, easier than ndlttig off a log in ii nnlb|Kaid, 
aiul die happy ** victim of nuauipoly ” goes on his way rcjtiicdng after the man- 
ner of Philip's converted enmich, If he reside at a distance, be styourning at 
Sc|iiediiiik or in Eoiulon, traveling with the O-ar or sliowing the Ihince of 
Wales a good lime, a message to the itgem'y will deliver liis cnl to Harry Lewis 
find tlu^ cash to his own ortler in a twinkling. The whole diain of intrcha.sing* 
iigeiiele'S h inittiiigc*d l*y Joseph Seep, whose headcinarlers are at Oil City. The 
Standard hm the knack of seliH*thtg A’=t men for responsible ixmltlons—men 
who are not misfits, m|niire pegs in round holes or small potatoes in the hill 
Among the cmpiilile ilioimandH who represent the great corporation none is liet- 
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ter adapted to his iiniHirtant placxi than tlie lu^ad of the pun 
He has the tact, the exi)erien('e, the knowiedgt* of luunaii 
slrenglh of character the position deiuaiuls. In a* twentydha* j 
chased crude for the company, up Oil Creek, at Oil C ity and 
g'heny. You may not belong to his church or his party, you 
him on silver and wonian-sudrage, 3’ou may c*vt*n c'ull the Stc 
pus”— Col. J. A. Vera first did this at a mec'ting iU‘ar St. FeU 
and wish to turn its picture to the wall, but you like “Joe: Set 
his manliness, his admirable blending of suavity and firmness 
the succulent blue-grass of Kentucky, combines Stiuthern ca 
vigor, lives at Titusville and enjoys liis wealth. It would slrai 
ventiondiall to liold his legitms of friends. His heart and hi 
generous. He produces oil, buys oil, ships oil and “pays 
three-fourths of the oil handled in Oildom. He and Ceorge 
Lewis— “match ’em if you can’’— have liought enough oil to fi 
the navies of the world might race and leave room for the Val 
too soon. Seep and the Lewises are the gilt-edged stripe of 
drop banana-skins on the sidewalk to trip up a neighbor or s 
because somebody else has a .streak of good-liu'k. When See) 
has been made, the account is dosed and the Recording Ang< 
his big credit-balance, St Peter will “throw the gates wide 
welcome and never think of springing the old gag : “ Not fo 

Joe!” 

Sudden shifts in the market brought (]ueer experiences in 
oil-speculation, enriching some daliblers and imi)overishing ot 
gains and losses were printed in newsi)apers, repeattn! in ICurt: 
atedathome and abroad. A bull-di(iue at Bradford, uding 
the inside,” dropped four-himdred-thousand dollars in six n 
City producer cleared tliree-hundred-thousand oiu* spring, loa 
rise and was bankrui)ted by the frightful collapse Cherry (irrov 
Warren minister risked three-thousand dollars, tlu‘ savings 
which vanished in a style that must have taught him not lay 
earth. A Pittsburg cashier margined his own and his graiultn 
thousand dollars. The money went into the whirl|>ool and tl 
to the poor-hou.se. A young Warrenite i)ut up fivt-hnndretl cl 
a block of certihcates, kei)t doubling as the price iidvanc'cd an 
sand ahead. He looked about for a chance to invest, l>ut thtt 
him and he hazarded his pile in oil. Cherry (irove swejU awa; 
day. A Bradford hotel-keei)er’s first iilunge netted him si hitn 
forenoon. He thought that beat attending bar and hamitts 
Exchange persistently. He mortgaged his |m>perty in hope ol 
but the sheriff raked in the i)ot and the poor landlord was glad 
wagon. Such instances could be mullij>lic*d indefinitely. If 
ducers lost in the maelstrom all the earnings of their wells, 
losers would be like the crowd John beheld in his vision on f 
company whom no man can mimlier,” Wages of drivers, 
laliorers and servant-girls were swallowed in tlie ciuic^ksanc 
erous sea. 

Of course there were many wimK;*r.s and many happy Htr 
In 1876 Peter Swenk, of Ithac'u, N. Y., imrchased throiigli a Pu 
thousand barrels at two dollars and left orders to buy five 
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shoultl tiu- iiuirkft btfak lo ont* seventy livt*. kclurninK h<>nic*, he was lakon 
vioU'iitly ill an<l tlH‘ luaikct siultk'nly fell forty (‘tsits, liv(‘ (a-nls bflow his mar- 
i;i!is. 'Hu* clay was stormy and Swenk could obtain no n-ports cxcvpl from Oil 
dty. where the brc'ak was i*i|,dtt cc-nts gnsiter than at ParkcT. d'lu‘ st«»rm savc-d 
Swenk, although he did not know It for months, by ('rippling llu^ wires aitd 
shutting off ('(unnuinic'alion between ( >il City and Paiker tlu‘ last hour of busi» 
ness. C'oncluding the margins wert‘ exhausted and tlu' broker had sold tin* oil 
to save* himself, Swenk went w<'st to start anew. Weeks alter his dc‘parture 
his Ithac'a friends ns'eived urgent telegrams from the broker at barker, d'hey 
forwardc'd the messages, which informed him that, as the* market sto(Kl, lu‘ was 
worth nineteeti thousand dollars and would Ik* \visc‘ to sell. Swcsik wircsl lo 
close the* whole niattei' and started Ibr i*atker. "Hie market junijic'd another 
peg just bi‘ii>re the order to sell ariived and Swenk received twenty-two-thou- 
sand dollars jncdlts. He paid llte broker double commission, returned home 
and bought a splendid farm. 'Flut faithful broker who managt'd this singular 
dt‘ul is now virtually si paupt'r at Hrsidford smd si skive of rum. Lsist time* we 
met In* stugg<**’t’<l tip to nu*, his eyes blcxirts! and his clothing in lattc*rs, iiressed 
my hiind and said : “Cdmme ten (*enls ; Tm dying for a drink !” 

A big .spurt in April of jHc> 5 temporarily revived interest in oil speculations. 
Again the exchange at ( HI City was thronged. Ivxciling scenes of former years 
were ri’iiewed as the price climbed ten ct‘nlM a clip. It was refreshing after the 
long stagimlion to see the' poc»l once more stirred to its depths. From oneden 
on Atntl fourth tin* pric e strode t(» tvvceelghty on April sc'venteenth. Certih™ 
cates were* stxirx'e and credit baluuct'S were snapiied up eagerly. A few big 
winningH resulted, then the rcsuiiou set in, llu^ spasm suhsid(*d and matters 
resumecl their customary (|uietude. C’omiecded with this phenomenal eiasode 
tlu^ papers in May tcHd this bree/.y tab* of'* Uailey’s Jag Investment 

*' r. J. Iliiilrv, ill l•^uk^oltlurg, drrw »PV«’my»t»vij*liijiKhf<l clolIurH tnil of tlw Coiunim iivl 
liiuik itf Wlirrlifin m Ikr I’MitilrticM of n lhrrr»huii(lreib<lolli»r Invcpuncnt, riiuck* hivohtnuully ntul 
laikHciwlui^ly. HMllry Is ii inofliiig A Uul« Ichs Uhuj ii nuMiUi ngo Ik* nuulc a ibp 

thiouKh iIh*' WrraAliKluia oil At SisWruvIIlc lii* got In with a oowtl of oilaiH-n, vvitli 

tlKJir^uInlou itrui ility he hint a hig hratba vecy |»o«jr m ollcfUcKi of whiit had happrnctl and 
Will ihrerdinndred doHats nhort. iniKitdlng to hii fiK*morunduin4Kw»k, He widely dec ided tliut 
the |iid»Ut'ily tie ^ave hl« hma ihe hriter it wtnild hr and kept fitilL On h'llduy he wan ^•om• 
ing to Wheeling (in the ( )hio giver Madrcnid, when a Mtfangrr approached him with ; 

* You are J. C» Halley, I tiellevi?,* ** 

*' * Yi»/ replied iliiiley. 

'* * Well, yoii will find »evi5«4h(in!»an*ldlvo4i«ijdred dolliufs to your rrrdd In the Cotnineo'hd 
Hank at Wheeling/ replied the Ktraitgrr. * t pnl it themiay ttefore yesterday and wai ahonl to 

»clvtitii« tor yiHO* 

linnro wm the tlrit ihonghf iif Ballry j hut a» the stranger did rnit ask for any ihow of moticv 
and lalknl all ilgla, he itJikrd for an explaiialhni. It turned out that the atraiiKrr was one tf 
the nteii Willi whom tiadrv had la-en out in SislrravlUe, Ht wai idwi seer r tar y and treamiri'r of 
an (.»l!*coni|iany, wdtirh had »trn*'k a rich well in the hat'k»rouniry pool two weeks before. lialley, 
wtdle irre?»|ion»>llitr. had pitl ihieedinndrrd doliari into the company 'h capit«il’»iork, on the 
advU'ttol hb friend^. Mraitiime the well had been drilled, coming in a gusher of ihieothou- 
iiind hairels a day, of which Ireltmged to Hailey on hlfi threohu ml red -dollar invest- 

ment. llaiky came to Wbreling, went to the tiank and found the money ttwidilng him. He drew 
flvc«ihtKOiand dollar* to tend to hla wife, ltailey''s goml fortune I* mt over yet, for the well is a 
good prmliit'rr and the roinpaiiy holds large leases, on which several more good welli arc iwre 
lo he drilled/* 

Wlhit tif tilt:* lirukcrs luul Hpccukiturs ? They arc scmttcrcd like chuff. A 
thtHisiincl liuvi! ** guilt! Hud left iiu sigiiA* Prcsidciit iuistcr, uf the Oil City Kx- 
diiitigt.% nil iic(*tuiiplishcd itniHiciiui, truvtdcr iuulc.iriU«r, is a Chlcmgcnin, Juhii 
Miiwliittiicy, juliit H. MIdi-dhii f'irciit RoiiHcvillcds Intriiing-wtdl nciiiiy destruyed 
Ills sight --IL McCiiiicih (k*argu Cornwiill, Wesley Chiimbcrs, Dr, Cou|)cr, 
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A. D. Cotton, T. B. Porteous, Isjuic Reinetnau, 1. S. (iihson, Cliaii 
W. K, Vandergrift, B. W. Vaiidcrgrift, B. B'. I lulsoinan, Charles 
chael Geary, Patrick Tiernan, “Shep^^ Moorhead, Melville, MeC'utti 
ton Parker, George Harley, Marcus Brownson and a host of otlu*r 
iires will nevermore be seen in any earthly exchange. *‘Jinuny’ 
was a telegrapher at first — Arthur Lewis, M. Iv. Bettis, George "I'h 
Sowers and a dozen more drifted to Chicago. ‘ ‘ Dick ’ ’ Conn, ' ‘ Saiti 
Wade I-Iampton, *‘Rod” Collins, Major Evans, Col. Preston and 
Owston are residents of New York. “Tom” McLaughlin l)uys 
Standard at Lima. “Ajax ” Kline is dissecting the Tennessee field 
est Oil-Company. “Cal” Payne is Oil-City manager of the Stan 
interests. “ Tom ” Blackwell is in Seep’s purchasing-agency. John 
flourishing at Pittsburg. “Charley” Goodwin holds tlie fort at Kai 
Goettel and W. S. McMullan are running a large luinl)er-i)lant ii 

O. C. Sherman is a Baptist preacher and Jacob Goettel fills a Methc 
Frank Ripley and “Fin” Frisbee are heavy-weights in Duluth real 

P. Stevenson, the leading Bradford broker, dwells at his ease on a p' 
North Carolina. B. F. Blackmarr lives at Meadville and “Billy ” N 
citizen of Minneapolis. Some are in California, .some in Alaska, some 
some in Europe and two or three in India. Go whither you may, 
cold day if you don’t stumble across somebody who belonged to 
change or had a cousin whose husband’s brother-in-law knew a mn 
acquainted with another man who once saw a man wlio met an oiM 
is sad to think how the capital fellows who juggled certificates a 
Parker and Bradford have thinned out and the pall of obliteratior 
spread over the exchanges. 

“ So fallen 1 So lost 1 the light withdrawn 
Which once they wore, 

The glory of their past has gone 
Forevermore 1’* 

A pretty girl might as well expect to escape admiring glances as 
to escape a fire occasionally. “Uncle Billy” Smith’.s lantern igniu 
tank at the Drake well and a long procession has followed in its m 
The lantern-fiend has been a prolific cause of oil-conflagrationH, b< 
refinery-stills have not been slack in this particular, the cigan*tte wit 
one end and a spark at the other has done something in the ganr 
lightning is the champion tank-destroyer. The result of an electric- 
tank of inflammable oil engaging in a debate may be imagined. At 
were covered Aoosely with boards or wooden roofs. The gas forme 
which attracted lightning and kept up a large production of fins am 
One vicious stroke cremated sixty tanks of oil at the Atlantic Refine 
In July and August of i88o, a quarter-million barrels of McKean cruel 
by the lightning-route. On June eleventh, i88o, a flash collided wit! 
steeUank on which lightning had ever experimented and set the ci 
The tank was on a hill-side three-hundred feet from tlie west l>iink of < 
at Titusville. Several houses and the Acme Refinery, located betw< 
the stream, were consumed. While the burning oil flowed down the I 
of solid flame covered ten acres. Bursting tanks, exploding stills an 
oils were an unpleasant promonition of the red-liot hereafter prepare 
wicked. ^ The fire raged three days with the fury of the furnace heat 
fold to give Shadrack, Meshach and Abed-nego a roast. The Titiisvll 
checked it somewhat by cannonading the tanks with solid shot, wh 



rwtil’ 1,111 HIMtli'lt HV I.H^MININU* At 1tl'USVIt.i,K, llfl^li ti, |H»«}. 

vtilriiiiir rrii|iiitiii rt’Hiiiibl*^«i ttn.’ |iyrutrrhiiit*H uf ii liH*ift*r'iiyac:li, Miuiy tmiks 
liitriit’tl jtriiir l«i tint !!*«* tif rltim* Iruii-riHibi, wlik-‘h rtmfiiit! tlit* itiitl clti 
ittit iiffrr Hfirriitl ItiiliiriitiriitM tii “ tliiMirlillrry iif ht’iivi:*n ’* to ii Ittl, Of 

l.itr t.iirli fyivo bwii riirilU’H. All oil in Iho |»l|H:*4lrH? to which the 

hiiriieil t4iik W4*i U» itu^n the iimourU: luHt, Itiis wu^ kiiown 

Chiii'ral A\f'r4||i% m iitiwelriittin hi oil m C#riieml AfJiilhy in t'K^htkii, 
Ciriirral Orj*ftn%iiiit in htHiiirm, C’hiieriil Oinlike hi Ckfiitfral W<?yter 

III Oiilyi, 

Cfrorge Ii IhtrrK » |ii**iit?er refiner, ilhnl nt Friiiikliii in Jiiiiitary of 189a, 
iiieil Mi^ly yr*ii%. A tiiniilier of the firm of Siiiw & Co.» he btiilt the fimt c»r 
»e«4iiiil refinery in Vriiittigo comity, mmr the lower eiMl of FriiiiklliL He |>ros» 


lu»leH that h*t thr nil rnu iiitu tho t n-nk. ‘This plan was tried sneeessfully in 
HulliTaiul Mt Kean. ‘!‘he i^ld !ny, house that sheltei«-d lliegentaations nf Camp- 
hrllsun the site id Tetinlia met its tali- hv the ftrin]4 nf 'rayh>r it SalttsfHkrs 
twenty thiutsaiul !»artt’i tank on the hill above, whirls fella pnyv to liKhtnini*. 
riui-e tanks iippoHste tht* tistmtli t*f Hear (‘reek. Indow Parkis; sliHul lligether 
ami hunted togettna . the one .Hinged l»y h»piter\s .shaft setting off its matcss. 1‘he 
sretie at night was iif the grandt'sl. tnuUitudoH gatht-ring to watcii the Inige 
waves of llaine and dtame liouds iif .snsiikt*. As the oil hnnusl dtiwn* just as 
it WintUI iaiiHtime in a lamp the tank plates \vc»uld rollapse and the ida/ing 
crude wottid ovtnllow. HmuHantls of barrels vvonhl putir inU> the Allegheny, 
covering the water htr a mile with Ihtme and painting a picture ln‘side which a 
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pered for years, but reverses svvei')t away his fortuiu* and he was j 
death closed the scene. 

A party of young men from New England started a reliiu‘ry on 
in the sixties. Their industry, correct hal)its and attention to busines 
favorable notice. Mr. Trefts, of machinery fame, one day o])served t< 
“ You mark my words ; some day these young men will be* rich and t! 
shall be a powder in the land. I know it will be so from their industr)' 
habits.” This assertion was pro})hetic. The young manat tint ht 
modest firm of young men was H. H. Rogers, now president of tlie 
Transit Company. Speaking of his election as supervisor of stret'ts 
ways at Fair Haven, a New-York paper indulged in this facetious 
regarding Mr. Rogers : 

“The people of Fair Haven have done well. No man in New York or MfWHa 
had more experience with bad roads than Mr. Rogers, or has met witli more success 
them. When he first engaged in the petroleum-business on Oil Creek the highway 
rarely navigable for anything on wheels, but were open to navigation by flut-bosUs 
year. There was something in the mud of the oil-country at that time which was e 
the capillary glands. Hairless horses and mules were in the height of fiwhion. 
Rogers arrived on the strange scene, poling his way up to the hotel on a iawlt>g, he 
chosen road-supervisor. In a neat speech, which is still extant, Mr. Rogers tharjked 
zens for the confidence reposed in him and then went to work. In the first place, h« 
mud of the highways, taking from it all the merchantable petroleum and converting 
into stove-polish of an excellent quality. In the next place, he couitructed pipe-ll: 
which the oil was conveyed, thus keeping it out of the middle of the road, and to«<l 
boulevard along Oil Creek that is hardly surpassed by the Appian Way. Hones an 
ered with hair and happiness sits smiling at every hearthstone. The people of Fair 
a superintendent of streets to whom they can point with pride.” 

Dr. J. W. James, of Brady’s Bend, who drilled some of the l 
around Oil City and was largely interested in the Arm.strong atnl 
fields, in 1858 had a plant near Freeport for extracting coaboil from > 
a cost of twelve cents a gallon it produced crude-i)etroleum, which 
pany refined partially and sold at a dollar to one-twenly-five. The oi 
from the rocks by drilling and that distilled from the shale were the sa: 
cally. Dr. Janies read medicine with Dr. F. J. Alter, who construct* 
graph Morse journeyed from the east to see l)efore perfecting his ov 
Dr. Alter’s line extended only from the house about the small yard fir 
his study. Full of enthusiasm over its first performance, he cried < 
student, young James : “ I believe I could make thi.s thing work a c; 
six miles !” Bell’s first telephone—a cord stretched between two a 
in an orchard at Brantford, Canada— -was equally simple and its rej 
been scarcely less important. 

■John J. Fisher bought the first thousand barrels of oil hi the new 
at Oil City, on April twenty-third, 1878. Probably the largest purcha 
George Lewis, who took from a syndicate of brokers a l)lock of two 
thousand barrels. The first offer was fifty-thousand, increasing ten- 
until it quadrupled, with the object of having Lewis cry : “ Hold I I 
Lewis wasn’t to be bluffed and he merely nodded at each addition 1 
until the other fellow weakened, the crowd watching the pair bre 
“Sam” Blakeley, the most eccentric genius in tlie aggregation, on 
Parker for a million barrels. Nobody had that quantity to sell and he 
the bid five cents above the quotations. There was not a responii 
offered a million barrels five cents below the ruling price, toying 
market an hour as if it were a foot-ball. He played for big stakes, 
knew who backed him. Coming to Oil City, he reported the mark 
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Dt'rrifk aiul rut ui» tuts of shines. ( )n«‘ morning; lir loolasl oil had 

ttfinhlftl and “Sain** hinsl an taigint* tu whirl him tu t’orry. Ily uiKhtfali lu‘ 
landtHl in (‘anada atul his oil was sold \o stjuarr his ucasiunt in tlu* rlt‘arin|»- 
housts An htan altrr his William Hrou^^h ratnr up front hVanklin to take 
thr t»il and rarry ‘\Sam “ iwrr thr dr<»p. In tlu* aftrnuuat a sudtlrn rise* st‘t in, 
wfiirh wouhl havo loft Ulakrloy twiuny^thousaiul dollars prtjfit had lu* stayrel at 
his post! That was tlu* tinu**'Sani“ tlidn‘t tio’Mlu* grrat kiltosh,’* ns he 
plirasi'd it. For years ht* lias lM*rn hanging annmd New York. He was one 
t>f tile hoys ilislingiiiHlus! as high-ridlers and extinguished liefort* the slmtlie 
eiuled, 

l'elegruph*o|H‘ratorH and inessengc'r-hoys at the* otl-exrhanges learned to 
note tile movements of leading Hpec'ulattu'K and profit tlierehy, Stmu* of them, 
with nuire hope of g#tin tlian fear of 1 i»sh, hegimhiig in a small way hy risking 
a few dollars in inarghw, roituHl numey ami t*nteret! the ring on their own ur- 
«*ount. *’ }iiiiiny‘’ Lowe, one of the l)iggt*.Ht brtikers at Farker ami Oil City, 
slung lightning for the Western Union when the OihCity Lxciiange needed the 
servireH tif twenty tiperators itiul Htairen of rneHHenger»hoys. Among the latter 
was 'Mini " KeeiH% the l•'ranklin broker. He and Jtihn Bleakley often received 
fifty centH or ii dtillar for delivering a mcHHiige to “Johnnie" Steele, who 
Hti»p(>etl at the JoncH IIouhi* and flew high during his visitH to Oil C!ity. Steele 
and Seth Shicaim waatld dash tlirongh the ttuicl tm their black chargers, drcHHed 
in the loudrHt Htyle and sporting big diiimotulH. dlieHc halcyon tirncH have 
pjiHHinl away and the idl»ex€hange» have departed. “The glories of our 
mortal state ant shatlowHd* 

In jamtary of the Protiticersi* and Refiners’ OiFComtmny erected iin 
iron tank on the hill mHith*eiist ui HtuMville. Lightning destroyerl tin* tank and 
itH ctmtenlH in ^fity. d1ie second tank wan built tm the spot in i )ctt»ber itud on 
June twelfth, t% 5 , lightning ntruck a tree Imnide it. The burning tree fired 
the giw am! the tank ami oil fa^rtHhed. I1ie nile Is still vacant, tfie nanpimy 
ikruling not to give ttie eleOric fluid a chance for a third .strike, 

Cbairge W. N, Vost, who tlteii in New York last year, was once the largest 
oil-buyer and sht|i|M*r in the region. He lived at HiUHville iiml removed to 
Corry, where he Imilt the i‘lirtiaic Mower and Re»ipt*r Works, a ciiurch, a hanef- 
stinie resit Ir nr e jind bhteks of dwellingH. ralents of different kimls recou|wt! 
loHses in nii'irnifiictiiritig. With Mr. Oeiismore, of Meadville, he brought out the 
citligriiph, Yost laild to his partner and t.levi*ktped the Ytist l*y|w*wrfter, orgitn- 
ImhI tile Aiiieririin WrilittgAIitchlne Company and fitted u|> the slutpsal Bridge- 
|Mirl» Cofinectlciit, umal to manufacture Sharjfs ritlen tluring the iHirderdrotibles 
In Kansas. Mr, Yttsl wm ii man ul striking |wrm»niility imtl untlagging energy. 
He lM.*ciime a sifting tipiriCiialiHl iind Iw^lkw^ed it rnedhini, to whom tie HutimittisJ 
cotii|iii’tely, |iut hint in roitniHinication with his dead relatives and recorilt'd 
their tlioyghls on IiIh typewriter. 

llif* men t»f llieoibregion hnw ever been noted for their conunerciiil honor, 
ft passed info a |irtivr*rh ■ “honor of oil." The spirit of the Siiying; “his wsird 
is as goott m lbs bond," has always la-eit lived up to more closely in Olldom 
lli.in in any oilier section of the tsiinitry. dlie ldn*e of bysiness-ofiligalion ran 
Ibgli ill the exf'liaiiges iiitd iiniong the early dealers In crude. TranHiictiomi 
iiivoivtiig Ittimlreds oiahonsimds of «!olliir« ucctirretl every day, without a writ- 
ten botitl or a scrap of paper sa%‘e ii pencil-entry iii it inenit.irimduiti-tH.H>k. 
Oalifa .lies weft.? borot^ted iiml loaned in thk way and tlm Idea of shirking a 
verbal conlr.it t was never lliought of. The celerity with whiidi pro|H?rly thus 
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passed from man to man was one of liie slrikiiij^ tealiires ot b 
bustling- world of petroleum. And the record is something to 1 
these days of embezzlements, defalcations, breaches ol trust an 
deviltry generally. 

The average tank"Steamer carries about two-million gallons 
across the Atlantic. In addition to this Heel of steamers, scores ^ 
sels, under charter of the Orient, hYance, Italy and foreign c 
cases and barrels of refmed-oil for transport to luiropean por 
wooden-ships are chartered sometimes to convey t>il to Japan, 
competition is met through the instrumentality of pipe-liiH‘S t«) 
transportation by water to points many thousand miles away Iroin 
produced the oil. 

The production of crude-petroleum in the United States in P 
to the statistics compiled for the Geological vSurvey by Joseph I 
fifty-three-million barrels, valued at lifly-eight-million dollars, 
figures were lifty-million barrels and thirty-five-million tlollars 
All districts except West Virginia and New York shared in the i 
total production from the striking of the Drake well in 1859 to tl 
was seven-hundred-and-ten-million barrels. Five-hiindrt'd-aiub: 
lion barrels of this enormous aggregate represent the yield of tin 
and New-York oil-fields. Who say.s petroleum isn’t a lug tiling ? 

At Pittsburg you can easily gather a little group of men, su 
Lockhart and Captain Vandergrift, who recall tlie time when the 
troleum was termed a mysterious grease.” I1u*y Iiad a hand 
when the oil had no commercial name. They watched Samuel M 
to give it a commercial name and a marketable value. They saw 
at first, they remember paying a dollar a gallon for it and can 
Drake’s visit to Tarentum. . They hold their breath wlien tliey thi 
that changed hands in Venango county after ‘'Uncle Billy” Sni 
seventy-foot hole below Titusville, of the wonderful .s|)read of o 
the dazzling progress of the commodity once desi>ised. They n 
of petroleum toward Europe— how forty casks were sent to Fram 
curiosity and thirty-nine-hundred in 1863 as a commercial venttir< 
seen this ” mysterious grease, ” that used to flow into tlie I’enns; 
light the world from the Pyramids of ICgypt to the salons of I’ 
shores of Palestine to the Chinese Wall. They have seen the 
oil wells at Tarentum and the solitary oil-well at Titusville mu 
hundred-thousand hole.s drilled for petroleum and a production f 
calculation. Do the gentlemen comiiosing tliis little grouf) occi 
dramatic in the marvelous events they review ? Is petrtiknim 1 
interest and a touch of romance at every stei> passage frt 
the lamp ? 


MKRKLV DkOPriU) IN. 

T<» lug t*il wi’lls ;i man nmv lu* a t'Uiin\atit, 

llu''uiml HM U takf in tMunnnuis paynu'ut, 

Yii all hnj^i'ts on raith oi Inutl and rainunil, 

’flu* ^«K»tl wt'll In ihd* humhlt' lift* 

With htiiH'v »Mi its win^s ; 
riif tliv Intlf in ihf Immlili* lu'f 
I'hat ioinl und 

Cdhuftt win* tun in debt, thfit rapid talk, 

N«»l vt'is »i|p*n t'ttnu' tmt lantft than a walk. 

I 'Ufanv lif^ tin* (at t* llial vv«*atH a Imwii ; 

Nt» womU‘1. at tin* latf t ludo t>il j^pa-n tlt»\vn. 

’*\Vhat *tir \ttui taviiiiif liiHjk-if" tin* K‘‘*»ldnK tlanua'l cried; 

**Haiik l*ti»»k*^ anti ptu kH luMika," tin* ttilman ipilck replied. 

Idlf K«*‘edp ;• oh. no, that iradt UKht, 

l>oi M<‘*»‘dp kropM ttii wtnkiUK <lav and niKht, 

hoatinK a ihiwlnr; t*il \vt*ll ont «*! ?dKht, 

Tin* tltiUo mntlo'tl, an lu* with nnHlcatly j;,tult, 

**Thrtr t** in* evil iniKiurr lu*rt*, 1 ttiok my whinky aUaiglit. 

or all unco tain kiiulH <»{ hb 
All itUmaii'n nniat unco tain Ih: 

Toalay, perhaps*. ht»i augulHh'tl Hind 
hamoilH hccutoct*! u dry hnlc*; 
tit* tiicM again, and win* can tell 
lUu he mav Htr lki* a lli*wing well ? 

Httuud un»nr*y ? Y«?n iinleed; tni (»ninan has a doubt 
rhe t mill that jingles Is the *' stmiuleHl " money out. 

Win* with himHctr is natlHtlcd 
Wants little here below ; 

He has a amall enense lor prUle, 
lAn it the thirdatainl once he tried 
He might tind a pt«*r show, 

Tlir iabt it otThe rh*thing may not wear a little bit, 
tint the I l»*thiet‘s fat>ricati<ms will t*utlttMi Berea grit, 

•T*av m vtm g** *' We will, for all the otlmeu know 
All inrii m$4Mt pay tin* debt of nature as tlk?y go. 

The gnsher and the duster 
Mav he**n one tt*wn pU*t, 

Angels and devils muster 
t 'P»*n tile sell same h*i, 

Ami sobs and smtlm may < luster 
lake tiles on one bahl spt>l, 

Karegoodnewn and l**tigh badnesH 
May come from llie same shank, 
rwindinka* «»f grief mnl ghnlnesH 
lie issne«I t*v one bank, 
iA»t tears t»f j«»y ainl sjubiess 
Still flow front the same tank, 

’'A rolling stone gathers tn* moss," for trying junctnrei 
May Htiine wildcatlris (U ; 

Util then n is the rolling wheel that gathers puncture**, 

Wtdi h makes the **l«l saw nit. 

Hr not II spout itiM well that kee|i» an rrnUesi How ; 

Is isn't always w fsie to tell alt that ytm kn«»w, 
lltil alt von tell be mighty sure lt*M truly so, 

** Voting lairkvlMiy iinnle hftydlnmsimtl plunki 
Fioiii one small can of crude,’* 

The tiihiian said, while Hiletice lay in chnnkM; 

" I piiiv dtm'l think me rude '* -» 

A ij«t*nei spoke--*" It strikes me youTefl man 
Mum priti tier on the lyre," 

The oilman smiT«l ■- " I tin rich aunt twed the can 
Tt* httiry np the lUrT* 

tir pit! the glycerine to thaw, the w*ater wai too hot* 

Ttir In go; it was the titan, and not the well, wai «tiot. 

** Nil!" ^iitid the oilman** daughter, when young Hudelet »»HMht her lianid» 
Vtiii way have lots of money, but you hiven't got the MUid. 

Wliy «te |ir»**brea»ler«* needial, those carelens printeri’ terrors? 
l«iis«e tiur tlrsl Impressions are tiden full of errori. 
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THE LITICRARY GUILD. 


i^t.RVKR jDtfRNALlHTM WllO II'aVK t'ATKKKD To PkoIT-K o|'* TH K < ) r L- R KGIONR 
Nfavhpaitckh aa'D THt'.; Mfn Wiiti Maih« Thkm C'ultijhkd Whitkkh, Fokth 
and ADTIIORH NorAltLF C'lIAUAl'rFHH P(»kTRAVKD BH I KFLY — SlIOKT 
Kkthagth fkom Many S<»it«uKh A Bki<;ht (rALAX v (»f Talkntkd Thinkkrh 

■■■ Wi»RDH ANt> PhUAHKMTHAT Wh,L ^:^{RU•H THR LANtJDAtJR FOR ALL T.IME, 


** Atnl ft smftU «lw|i ftf ink * ♦ t rnnkos thouHimelH, mlllUmH, 

*' iJipfiityrr in Uii* iiiunortnlltv «»f ■■ 

“ News, thr nijunui of a day."- 

“ TIh'V whom truth Miitt wNtltun lout run Ruliu t horiry Iroiii n vvord/‘ 

** TluntRhtsi tiiHt hrirnth*’ iiimI w«»rti^ that Umu/* (ttfiv, * 

** RrfttlhiR itutkrlh H hii! niiiti.'"' Hftrtm, 

Thr |»ni niiiihtirr than tlu’ Hvvi»r»L'‘ fythm. 

** Every worthy rnoh a nrw^tmjwi ftiut tiwfu* thepuR^T kr* remlH."-’ 

“ IIIm vrr»t» is lusty us a trouper's imtl».*’ -7 
** Thui turn iiHrriul t«ii thr stars,*' -7 

** Hath thy hhl o*i*t buiks rtuununol the mhliiiithtaut P* -(nty, 
llruikH uri* ♦ * • the ontv turn that hUuiiI liir {’uiuft" ihttf's to hoir." /h'tmmmg\ 

“ htmr hc»Mtlle iirw»i>it|ii'rs are iiuire iti he frurnl thiui u th«»tiHiuril haviuutN/*' 

** lie wiw the ifiterpteter of Niilure, ilippiftR his tteii Into Mind.” - AnhAit. 



rTp\i 

1 dI 


JMirrV^SKVEN yrars huvi* hud thuir 
FiilraiifFH mu\ their exitn .situ'e Ct>l. 
f>r 4 ikt**s little o|HTalit»it on Dll Creek 
playetl ducks aud drakes with larthtal 
laiups iiud tiillovv I1tat seveitlyddol 

hole on the tlats helovv 'FitUHville gave 
uiankiittl a t|ueer variety td things besides 
the tn^st light on ‘Mills grain c»f Hand and 
t sirs vve call the earth.” With the illinnC 
tutting trlessing enoiigli wickedness and 
i »llit,y were nil iced up to kutick out StHhan 
and thdiHirrnh in one nnind. The festive 
boys who painted iheearly oilMowiiH red are 
getting gray inul wrinkled, yet they sniile 
elear down to their iMiotH m they think tif 
petrolenni CTntre, Pithole, Biibylon, or 
any other of ilie ra|htl places which shell 
a lurid glare along In the slicttes. ’Fhe smile is not so rmieh on aecoyntof flow- 
ing w'elk and Hkalollar rrufleas lasttuseof the rollicking maties vvhlt*Iictir«iinec,l 
the pioneer 'periotl of FetrolinniL These were the palmy diiyn of unfiitliomitlile 
nmtl, swearing teamsters, lilg Imrrels, high prices, iibumlarit citsli iind easy 
morak, when mew left llieir religion and dremH-snitH ”awiiycnit in the United 
States.” Tile air was redolent of oil and mnoke and ninightiiiims, iiut there 
wi« no lack of Iteariy kiitdneHs and the sort of chiifiiy that makes the tingeli 
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want to flap their wind's aiui give* “three cheers aiui a tiger.* 
destroyed by lire from heaven lioastetl oiu* riglUetajs persi 
la)t, whose wife was turned into a pillar <»!" salt fur lH‘iiig t«H 
Oil-Dorado had a host of capital fellows, true as steel, bri| 
“quicker’n greas'd lightnin'!" IlravtT, better, iuiblet\ sifuarc' 
a tile to a pretty girl or elevated a heavy luHit tfie ('oat»ta 
About the well, on the streets, in stores and ottices ctnild 
souls attracted from the ends of the world by glowing plctn 
ing*s—of huge fortunes gained in a twinkling. IVIinisters, law 
chants, soldiers, professors, fanners, nu*chanics and ineniber 
were neither few nor far bet wt‘en in the exeiting scramble lor “t 
To keep inatters straight and slake tlu* tliirsl for currei 
papers were alxsolntely nea\ssary. (b)ing back to iK5fg the 
brought petroleum to the front, Venango county had three wet 
of these was the Spectakir, established at hYanktin in iX ftg 1 
aker. At the goodly age of seventy-eight lie wielded a vigot 
in February, 1897. A zealous clisc'iple of Izaak Walttm am! ’ 
he could hook a fish or 

indite a pungent editorial “ * ;| 

with equal dexterity. Hel - 

was an encyclopedia off > 
political lore and racy! . J 






Wll.r WHOAKCH. 


ALBERT PAWLINU WlittAKER. 


slorien. 1 1 is Spiri(ik*r wi 
tif iMiHsing inrkbrits, Ii 
bleiikiry, 8t.ibsef|iiriitly , 
ducer and banker, m^r 
selling it in 1853 to R. 
s<K>u becxitiie prtiprlt 
the pitfier seven ymrn, 
an active part in |icilitics m 
exmled wide Infliieiice. 
writer nncI etiterliiiiiliig 
«*ouriige of his cotiviclltii 
the piitiiic! Ill lieiirt, his 
Probitldy no mini in NortI 


iaspired confidence and re.^pect. Probitldy no mini in Nori 
vania had a stronger perHonitl followliif. 11ie SfiirittitH 
prize sunflower under his tactful miiiingemeiit. It 
report,” giving a list of wells drilling and rigs up or liiiililif 
i860. Desiring to engage In bunking, R, L. Coclintfi sold | 
Whitaker, its founder, and C. C. Coc:hran, Tlicf hitter retlrliii 
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j)Iayt*cl a loiu'liaiul thnn' y(‘ars» when the two Corhrans again purchased the 
<\sla!>lishnu*nt. A, P, WHiitakeraiul his son, Jolui H., a ilrst-(*lass printer, bought 
it !)ac‘k in iSf>6 and ran the c‘on(H‘rn four yc'ars. Then the elder Whitaker once 
more droi)iH‘d cmt, n*turning in 1H76 and u'suiuing entires control a year later, 
which closed the shuttlecock-('hangc‘S of ovvtUTship that had been in vogue for 
twenty-liv<* years. Will S. Whitaker, an accoinplislusl typo and twic^c the 
noiniiUH'of Ins party for iiiayc^r, had long assisted his father in conducting the 
stauiu'h t‘Xponent of unatluitt‘ratt‘d Deniocracy. t'ol. lileakley passed away 
in 1H84, leaving a hut* estatt* as a luonuinent of his successful career, lie built 
tint Hleakley block, founded the International Bank, sc'rved as City Council- 
man and was partner in 1 84 a -%i. of John W. Shugert in the publication of the 
fk'marnifit' An/t, nottsl for uggrt‘ssiveness and sarcasm. John II. Whitaker 
died indVmu‘SSei‘ years ago. R. L. Cochran was killed in June, 1H93, on his 
farm in Sugarcret'k Township, by the accidental discharge of a gun. The paper 
began regular “oil-reports” in 1862, prepared by Charles C. Dunield, now of 
PitlHl)urg, who would go up the Allegheuy to Warren and lloat clown in a skiff, 
Hto|>ping at the wells. P. J. Donahoe is the present editor and proprietor. 


|. HAKlOweN HMUtl. taiWlN W. HMll.HV. J. UUWARt) HMIUCY. 

Cliurles Pitt Ramstlell, a sdiool-teacher from Rockland Township, started 
the AHiirmm (. Vistm at bYanklin in 1855 , Sent to die Legislature in 1B5B, he 
sold the healtliy chick t«> William Ikirgwin and Floyd C. Ramsdell, removed to 
Delaware iittd settled in Virginia a few years before his lamented death from 
wounds Intllcted hy an enragtal hitlL J. I L Smith actiuired Ramsdell’s interest 
in I Slit. Idle new imrtiiers made a strong team in journalistic harness for three 
years, selling In 1884 to Nelsmi B. Smiley. lie changed tlie title to Venango 
Mr. Ikirgwin re|>oseH in the Franklin cemetery. Mr. Smith carries on 
the bookdnide, his congenial pursuit for three decades, and is a regular contrib- 
utor to the religious iiress. Alexander McDowell entered into partnership with 
Smiley, buying dm entire “lock, stuck and barrel ” in 1867. llis former asso- 
ciati* stuilled law, practiced with great credit and died at Bradford. Major 
McDowell, now 11 l>anker at Sharon— the number of Venango editors who l)los-* 
somed Into financiers ought to stinniliite ambitious tpull-drivers— was a daisy 
trt the newspiiperdiiy, liis lilierallty and geniality won hosts of warm friends. 
We tried lik liiind at politici and was chosen Congressman-at-Large in 1B92, 
witli Gahisha A. Grow as running-mate, and Clerk of the House in 1895. A 
priitie Joker, he tean the bliime--'if it he hliimeable to have done so— of introdu- 
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cing Pittsburg stogies to guileless members ot C ongress for the fun o 
the victims cut pigeon-wings doing a sea-siek i\cA. Col. J. \\ . 11 . K 
purchased the outfit in 1869, guiding the helm skilfully filU'en mouths 
first — the day had no special significance in this case"-—! 870, Ii. \\. Sm 
present owner and cousin of Nelson B., succeeded Reisinger. The 
located at Meadville, where he has labored ably in the journalistic fi 
quarter-century. Mr. Smiley steered his craft adroitly, usually /‘hob 
serenely*' on the winning side. Pie is a shrewd Republican worker 
twenty years has filled a Senate-clerkship efficiently. What he doesn 
about the inside movements of state and local politics could be jum|K*d 
the eye of a needle. His right-bower in running the OV/.c'ev/-/ tlic hyi: 
name was flung to the breeze in 1S84 — is his son, J. I loward Smiley, 
young journalist. The paper toes the mark handsomely, has loads o 
tising and does yeoman service for its i^arty. The Daify Ciiizen, the fi 
in Oildom, expired on the last day of 1862, after a brief existence of tci 
A fit epitaph might be Wordsworth’s couplet : 

“ Since it was so quickly done for, 

Wonder what it was begun for.” 


Later newspaper ventures at p'ranklin were refreshingly plentiful, 
uary, 1876, Hon. S. P. McCalmont launched The Independent lYess U] 
stormy sea of journalism. It was a trenchant, outspoken, ciill-a-spade- 
advocate of the Prohibition cause, striking resolutely at whoever and w 
opposed its temperance platform. Mr. McCalmont wrote the edituriab 
bristled with sharp, merciless, unsparing excoriations of the rum-traffic 
aiders and abettors. The paper was worthy of its name and its spirited 
Neither truckled for favors, cringed for patronage or ever learned to cr 
pregnant hinges of the knee where thrift may follow fawning. ” Begim 
a poor boy, S. P. McCalmont toiled on a farm, taught school, devoured 
read law and served in the Legislature. P\>r nearly fifty years he has et 
fine practice which brought him well-earned reputation and fortune. 
with the foremost lawyers of the state in legal attainments and professio; 

cess, he does his own thinking, dec) 
accept his opinions at second-ltand 11 
first-rate sample of the industrious, en 
self-reliant American. By way of retTes 
works a half-dozen fanns, a hundred o 
a big refinery and a coal-mine or two, 
R. Patterson, Miss Sue Beatty iiiid 
Whitaker held positions on the /Vcj 
Patterson is farming near PYanklin a 
Whitaker managed th e Spiciat&r, M iss 
a young lady of rare culture, was adriv 
the bar recently. 

The Independent Press- Association 
the IVess in 1879. This influential bod 
prised twelve stockholders, Hon. Will 
Crawford, lion. C. W, Gilfillan, 1 1 01 
M. Dickey, Hon. Charles Miller, Plon. Joseph C. Sibley, Hon. S. P. McCi 
Hon. Charles W. Mackey, James W. Osborne, W. D. Rider, E. W. luiioh 
Bredin and Isaac Reineman, whom a facetious neighbor liappily termc 
twelve apostles, limited.” They enlarged the sheet to a nine-colum 
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discarded iIh* lnu4*ctM*» Hkin with lnn|.* 4 H imi'f irinmiings tdr a dressed 

inittieu and iinn|iartil aiitl tai|.;aKid j. j. Mcl.anriti as editor. ! 1 . May Irvviti, the 
refund c-dit‘»r tinder the new atiiniaistratiim, iilletl the hill eapahly until llu* /Vv*.w 
anti the hnrietl flit* hatchet and hlenclenl into enu-. Mr, Irwin is not 

e'ceelletl as an arehltfel td felieilous paragraphs tui nil si>ns id'snhjeeis, 

“I'rtau grave to gay, Irntn lively U» sevta-e.'* lit- possesses in isnineiit tlegree 
the enviahlf’ laeiilty of saying the right thing in the right way, tersely, |Hhntedly 
and allrat'tivtdy. llie was a model of neatness, newsiness uiul thorenigh 

etliting, with a lasle for laiiisami } days on words that mlded /,est to itsc*ohmrns. 

James II. Ilorlamrs HtYninii \Vw\ appisired in I*‘ehrtiary, t.SyH, as ati ama- 
teiiralaily six hv nine in* hen. Th*’ small secsl t|niekly grew to a lusty 

plant, jaines II. Mnsr lieeann* a partner, eitlargementK were neeessury, and 
to day llit* SVwx is a seven-eohmm tolio, eovering the iHanedield and tleservedly 
popular. Muse retlrisl in nHHo, 1 1, May Irwin Inlying his sliare and editing the 
wtde*aw*ikr paper in capital si vie. i>Urtv a cretlilahle venture hy 

Frank d*rti**sdell, Iw F. llarracknmn and A. ti. M«'Flhenny, bloomed every 
evening fnnn jtily, iHjH, to the f dlmving Mareh. IL Ik Kantner, a versatile 


tl. jxMMM ». iiimt ast*. levies n. %nmu. 

s|itadfti«ai, lian'litsf ciul the Sint\ FrankliiFs only nmrntrig cliiily, In 

into. It nlioiie sevm’al moiitlis ant! llienset forever anti ever. Kiuittier tliifled 
to iailtiriiflti, 11ie iirmki, tile antd umi Shfurn a 

brief spare an*! ltd! by the witysitled* Hatmiel I*. Ilrigbam, an iwplrfng ytmiig 
lawyer, edited tfie i ml /Hwe nnti Htirred up a ftorneFs nest by fiercely as« 
Kitting till* water-w*itks system and raising Hail Caihtmbla generiiily. He is at 
the head of’ .i fteivs|ia|»i*r in the Silver Stale. 

Hie lliird wts-kly Vtiiaiign lioaslrtt in wan the A/ifg’imi}** £t'h)^ 
|iubhslie*l ill Idiiltiifoii by |*eter Cb Coiivef, a intmi erratie» |iietiireH«|iie geiikiM. 
Leaittliig tile printing trade hi Fraiiktin. the iintbfilavery iigiliitiim atlriicted 
hltti to Kansas in I |e eslablislied a paper id Taiw^ka, wliieti intensifksl the 

mccilrittfiil a man nf F*iiiviir*s ten i|H:*rame«t wai not cmkttlaled to idlay, and 
it simii rliiiitital the giifiieii stair. CHher escperimenln shared the same fide, 
going to tile dttgs III slioil tiielre, Conver roamed iiround the wild, woolly west 
ipveral years* retiiriied to Veintitgo county and |ier|HftralecI the ErMtf in tlie full 
Ilf Al iiit«*iwaK a finssed without any issue, wliieli tlie iiiMct iiutnber 

would allrlbtite to the siiddeii de|mirtiire of the ‘*Jour**‘ the nofi^iirrivtil of white 
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paper, or the absence of the irrepressible Peter on a eonvivia 
witticisms and “gems of purest ray” fre(iiu‘ntly adorned tlH‘ \ 
although sometimes transgressing the ruks of j>ropriety. It 
habit to set up his articles without a tnanuscript. I le would | 
put his thoughts into type just as tlu‘y emanated from his ferti 
humor, satire, inveclive, comcsly, pathos, sentiment .anti |>hi 
their hits in a medley of clean-cut originality not even “ jol 
emulate. The printer-editor had a fund t»f antHaioles and adv 
during his wanderings and an oO-hand magnetism tliat hemn 
His generosity was limited only by his pockel-lnK^k. Alto 
bundle of strange contradictions, “ whos<‘ like we shall not h 
big-hearted, impatient of denial, heedless of ('onsecpieiu'es, in 
or blame, sincere in his friendships and with not an atom of s 
in his manly fiber. He enlisted in the luiurth Pennsylvania C 
war broke out, serving gallantly to the dose of tlu* struggle at 
R. F. Blair, who had taken the /u /io in iH6i, disposed of 
Smullin, by whom the materials were removed to Oil City, \ 



JACUM VVlfiNK. cer. j. W. H. KSiHtSUtSH, 


A*ism,sr Sun, W. R. Johns’ Afessfnjycr, Needle & Crowley ’h 
Dowell’s Naas, Col. Sam. Young’s Te/ig’rapA, Hillings & 
and Gouchler Brothers’ (yUir in turn flitted across the E 
E. H. Cubbison exploited the /lama Ntws in 1885 and it is stil 
Getting back from the war safe and sounti, Conver ph 
Tionesta in 1866 and generated the Farts/ /Yess, Its |H‘cnt!i 
first and only paper printed in IA)rest county and iiiMHit tlic 
kind printed anywhere”— indicated tlie novel stripe of till 
The crowning feature was its department of “Splinters,” wl 
weird creations of the owner’s vivid fancy. Tlie /Ytss, after : 
a dozen years, did not long survive Its eccentric, gifted pr 
swered the final roll-call in the siiring of 1878, meeting dentil u 
wrote a short will and asked Samuel D. Irwin, his truited ii< 
his obituary, ** sense first, nonsense afterwanls.” The lire, wli 
hived in 1867, sipped honey a season and Hew away. |. li I 
and Jacob Wenk’s Republimn occupy the field. Mrs. Conver 
died in the west. Hosts of old friends who knew and line 
Conver will be glad to see his characteristic iKirtrnit, fr< 


■/'///■; i.iTKk'. iRy i;vii.n. 


351 


tivasiin'.l by jiulnf rrupcr, ami “a nosegay of ciillml llowors" from his 
inimilalilc /Vva.v, ■' ruKX'al as ajog ovor a .stubhlc-lielil 



t hut nuii bit* sluh hiifi urrivcnl ai UimI. {)ur t>\vu hcunillut Bltib, with Uh poUnhccl surfac'c, 
wus inumilut'ditril exjurMnly iti t*ur oitUn, on whirh to imptme tlu* tunnn of the l-'orent I 
a Jit rtnhlrin uiul nmnintukuhlo evitkm i' of the 
uhno‘4 unpuntUehnl Hiu t e'.M of an euieipiihe 
Htiii tetl in the very hell o( the aeaHtm aial cit- 
funiHtiUM fM t>n a one isoifie hual of oUl, gtHKl- 
hn-nothiuK, w«un»«Hit, tottrti arnl “ hotlhnl’* 
mutrdul, taken in puvtnent, rte., utni u wlHto 
sueered. After ahull hiive tnllilleil onr t»tb- 
hIou ihrotath the und have done with the 

thlni4!4«»f rurllt, tlud ruone nluh van he tiatal hy 
the weeping ''drvilM** ott which to ilunce n 
giHHhhye to tiH and our sinM, after which they 
muv hwerihe with tmrning chumml ttn itn ]iol- 
iuhed ntirfuce, in letter?4tif intn^ictd darkne^ii; 


' Here 


lle^ 


Pete. 
The 


dead,' 


“Otir mother wan a Cijrlatian, the best 
friend w e Innl, and the name of her ti uniit s«»n 
-■■■■■■■'■yowr iervitnl*--Wi*M die hwt fdm tittered. We 
are not a ("hrlatlan, but when etinvirieed we 
should be we will be» Never intend to marry 
ordi©, if wet iin help It. In brief, vve are a while 
Indian ” 

“A prorniwory “note k tuning the fiddle 
lirbue llie tirrformance." 

"A man suffering from tlyipepia «eea 
nothinic bright in llie noondity sun. Anoilier 
with a ruMly liver biok^ upon a flower-garden 
m w* many wimba Another with iierveii at 
angles mm mitldtig lovely In the moist htautifid 
wennan. Another with a di«iordered atomarh 
ran utter no wool not tlngetl with acid and 
fire.*' 

"Umllei life amoni the etmiipest and yet 
rirtieit luxiirlei of lifii. We do not mean the 
mere retriicilon of die bp^iand thoeithihUionof 
tw«i ftiwi of muitteatori -miiatiflk, hyenas ami 
dit Ilk# amlatilhtiea are pr»»firient in that. We 
do net mean the eold , formal smile of politeness, 
that |.»}iiyi over dm feidures like nimudight on a 
glafler— atitoiiialons and vlllairmean do that, 
but wtf mean dm real, genial smlltthat breaks 
rlgtit out of tb# heart, tike a suiitieamout of a 
elmitl.and lluhts up the whole fare and ahinea 
»triii«hl Into anodier heart that loves it or 
nteibi it 

** Mavkliingly rieh awl gorf #owi isour sur* 
roitndlni' icciieryimlling flown npoii us in all 
IlicflyIttiCgkiry ofdieMitutumn dMys,llkedie«uwtntry l*ndic«,p« in ddldhood*«dfeami,imprei»ed 
©It the iieart but nt»t ii«irrll»td : like the ioublHiatti of a gw-Kl old ficrion paiilng away. View all 
ttmffififl »itfl Iwititifnl «een«i of tarth with th« aid of imafinttion’s pencil if yon pleate, and 
thewi «iw« to Tlimenta In tteioter and Irthold th© wasterpitee. It ii the ftniihlng touch of beauty 
from die Matter lliiwl, Imimrtint Joy and faith and hope and retignation to the heart of man > 
which no hiimtti p«ui of ptiiril may ropy and combinations of wowls have not betn dticovered to 
d^rihei In fact, w« have •iwimt cowt to the coiieluiion that he who attempts it Is a pr«uming 
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fool, because there’s uo lanj^iiaxc in lluMlictionarv »»r even hvtl 

lUil i fwe only live till the sun Hhiiu'H to»nn)rro\N , t>n stu 1» sui«»thri iiitliis. 

from which patch wc can obtain mountain views on every hainl iiionirh* 
Mountains would appear oveixrow'ii ami unnatural am! Alpine scrnriv wor 
“ The first ffrent damper that threw cold water on the Phniith of jylv v 
lion of the temperance tpiest ion ; then the Snmliiy»m h«<*l celrhiatlruw K*tvc 
ancient prestig^e and glory, until now, alas I it has Ihu'ii enUrcly rclipHcd. ! 
generation are soaring aloft in place of the old gray b«r«l, niggers danchiK ji 
their imperial masters ami, great heavens ! the very wfilukry that we drink 
mortaljeopardy. hut, seriously speaking, we are in favor of every one Itillt 
or her own inclination in celebrating things. Next week will hr our iihiii 
full, unless we should accompany a very beautiful young lady hunting, In < 
the Prtws may also have a celebration ot its own and not apfieiir in «*i 

“ Lieut. Samuel I). Irwin is n rare, original genius, a ccim|«niloii of on 
has been lively and stirring as our own in some resfiects, H« b ibo a 
Attorney.” 

*' Some people don’t care much whether things go emlwiie t»t' *itlierwb 
” Next to a feast upon ii Meventeen«year«old pair of sweet lips, tiwirr 
light, Is a foray upon aplatter of beans, after fishing for suckers all day/' 

“ One of the greatest bores in the wodil is he who will |»©rslitenilv galiW 
you want to talk about 

” Pay your debts and shame the devil for an ©Id scournltc!/’ 

” Bright and fair as a Miss In her teens is this iM'iniiiful March morfiin 
with gladness. Forest feels glad, the streams sing a glad »ong In tlitir »wli 
is glad and the big greyhound Charley Holrneisent Malor Itiding* wag^ I 
of the gladness and gratitude he cannot otherwise eitpresi. He i» a gttiites 
purp and got to have his meals regularly.” 

‘‘Do unto other men as you would have them «lo Wfito you «n«l yon n 
enough In two weeks to hire a shirt waslied.” 

“Many a preacher complains of empty jM^wi wlren they arr really i 
pulpit,” 

” The man who can please everybody ha»n‘t got sense tiimiih I© dbph 
“ To be good and happy kick up your heels and holler Hatkiujah !*' 

“ Rev. Brown will preach everybody to hell on the Tubh's Run Mat 
Sunday, between meals.'* 

On the twelfth of January, 1862, Walter R. jtrlnw. who nti 
four weeks previously, issued the initial mimherof theOihClty 
the iirst newsi/aper devoted es|H»cially to the petroltnimiuiliiHtri 
tenaciously for five years. Tlie nuHlest outfit, inirdiiiHitl 
Mouongahelu City, was shipped to Pittsburg by Uiat, to Kitlai 
to its de.stinatiou by wagons. The editor, publisher, |iro|irleti 
—Mr. Johns outdid Pooh«Bah liy eombiulng these iitlirrs In 
accompanied the expedition to aid in extricating the wiigtnis fi 
which they stuck persistently. In fB 0 i he rtdlnsl In favtir tif 
Co,, who fathered the Dtti/y Akte^/cr and soon found tlie rukt^ 
on Mr. Johns was identified, edht.iriiilly or in a prtiprirtiiry w; 
weekly Petrolian and tlie Kvmmg Reguier, the Parker .7r< 
lenton Messenger^ the Lebanon Rifuhikm^ the Cliiriori Ri 
and the Foxburg Gazette. Writing with great readl»t'*fs aiiil 
with his profession, ho took to literary work ns 11 tliirk takes ti 
the late Andrew Cone propanol all the pidroleiimeitatiHtIcs 
which, with the gatherings of the yt*ars inltTveiiiiig, w**rc pi 
under the expressive title of Petrolla.** From ClarloiL Iii^ 
years, Mr. Johns returned to CHI City, doing valii.tble wotk Im 
the Blizzard. For seven years lie has been einployetl by I lie 
Company to compile newspaper -tdippings iind niagii/liie-’irl 
records of diflferent kinds from t‘very <piitrter of the oibri’nii 
congenial and he hts the placxj *iike der paper niit der wall/* 
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sail of l.auisiiiua urul a luTa of two wars. Durinj; the Mexican trouble he fought 
uiuler Zac'hary 1 aylar and Winhekl .Scoll, was at the battles of Monterey and 
Buena Vista and participated in the inarch from Puebla to the City of Mexico. 
He served under (h'ueral (irant in the “late unpleasantness.'’ The death of his 
estimable wife several years ago was a terrible blow to tlie Nestor of petroleum 
journalism, who has gaiiusl tlisthulion as i>rinter, t‘ditor, author and soldier. 

" Mils with accent gruee wpou hi.H vLsajfe 
Anti worthily heetnneH his Hilver loekn ; 
lie heuiH the nuuks of nmi»y yearn well spent, 

Of virtue, truth well tried and wise experience.” 

With the plant of the tlefuuet hhnlenlon Hi'ho, which he had bought from 
R. I\ Blair and boated to Oil City, J. W. Smiillin propelled \\\l\ Monitor in 1863. 
O, H. jat'kson, a sort of i>eraml>ulatory priuting-onice, and C. P. Ramsdell 
figureil In tin* ownership at tlinerent times. Jaekson let go in the fall of 1864 
aiu! jaeob Weyand bossed tlu* raueh until it was absorbed l)y the Venango JRe- 
pnhiit'an, tlm first oul-aiuPout political newspaper in the settlement. Smullin 
farmed in Cranberry township, dispensed justice as “’Squire” and died in 1894. 
Of Jat*kfion’H whereabouts nothing is known. He flaunted the Sand-J\mp at 
Oil C Ity, the HuiMin at Rouseville, the Gastight at Pleasantville and ephemeral 
sluH'ts at other points, llie outfits of the Register^ Peirolian^ Republican and 
Sfomtor were consolidated in December, 1H67, liy Andrew Cone and Dr. F, F. 
Davis, into the we«‘kly limes. The [laiier was well managed, well edited and 
well sustalniHl. A syndicate of politicians bought it in 1870, to boom C. W. 
Gllfillan* of Franklin, for Congrt*ss, and George B. Delamater, of Meadville, for 
State-Senator in the Crawford district. A morning daily was tacked on. L. H, 
Mi*tcalfe, who U>st a leg at C kdtysburg, had editorial charge. Thomas H. Mor- 
rison, of Pleiimintvilh*, <ifiiciati*d as manager, W. C. Plumer presided as foreman 
and A. K. Fay actt‘d as local news-hustler. The daily died with the dose of the 
camiiaign, 11 fire timt destroyed the establishment hurrying the dissolution. 
Mett*alfe m%mt imek to Meadville anti was elected county-treasurer. Whole- 
SiHiled, earm*Hi and trustworthy, he made and retained friends, wrote effectively 
imd “served his day and generation” as a good man should. The grass and 
tlu? fhiwers have bloomed above his head fur nineteen years. Morrison entered 
IKjlItleH, put in II term faithfully as ctnmty-treasurer, studied law, practiced at 
SmethiMirt and was elected judge of the McKean- Potter district, 

If tai, Aiulrew^ Cone, to whom? bounteous purse and willing pen the Venango 
Repubtkm and the Gil-City limes owed their continuance, was of I’uritan 
tiesc’ent, ue|»hew of the founder t)f Oberlin College, horn in 1822, reared on a 
New 'York farm and miirried ton Maryland lady. His parents dying, he re- 
imwatl ta Mii hlgan, lost his first and second wives by death, and in 1862 settled 
at Gil VltyUi superintend the United Petroleum-Farms Association’s sale of 
huiltlitig lids. I!ti rmmetl various Gil-City streets, lielped build the first Bajitist 
t‘huH*h aiiil labaretl for temperance and local improvements. In 1868 hemar- 
rit‘d Uhn Mary hfloisa Thropp, of Valley Forge, a cultured linguist and writer, 
t irr brathfi, lamqih K Thropp, owns the iron-works at PNerett and is married 
to tlu^ late Ckilonel 1 ‘homim A. BcotPs eldest daughter. Her two sisters, Mrs. 
(ieiirge portt‘r and Miss Amelia Thropp, also reside at Oil City and are gifted 
writt^rs. Mr. Vmu* and W, R. Johns collected the data of “ Petrolia,” a perft?ct 
tmiHury of taGs eont*ernliig oil, which the Appletons published in 1869. Gov- 
ernor 1 1 art nmft apiiointed Mr, Cone to represent the oil-regions at the Vienna 
Exinmltioii In 1873. I Ic served four years with great fidelity as consul in Brazil 




>1R8rCONE 


s/KirrciihS LV r/vvy^AW)//.. 


Ye blcMfomed in mir iiMrtyr*» f 
Beneath the warm si«‘lfig'» »i 
Sprung from the turf wiier« 1©^ 
Our nmtcliteii Wiiiliiiiiton, 
Ye In our chikihood'i gaKkii g 
Our sulntecl inothtr'i bower* 
My grateful heart heil# lililt tf 
My own wild vallty4oweri I 
The colla|»e of tha syticl 
tennirmted exTCrlmeriinl cl 


and died in New York or 
seventh, iSSo, as oik* to w 
done, good and faithful : 
spoken through all the rent 
Cone’s “Wild Mowers of Va 
will give an idt‘a of the ext 
of the d'hrojjp sisters, whoa 
for their jioetic talents aiul ui 
Blest t»e the flowers that freely 
In this neglected spot, 
Anerntme with leaves of mow 
And blue Forget-me-not. 
(fod’H laurels weave their tdiw! 

Their pale pink hlosstnuH wu 
O’er lowly mounds, where rest 
Our martyrs in their grave. 


Tn white and gold the daisies a 
All o'er encampment hill ; 
There wild-rose and the Colun 
Lift gllitening Imnneri still. 
Here plumy frrni, an cmc-nild 
Adorn our it ream’s bright w. 
And soft grass whence the viol 
With fragrant flovxri tif Maj 


Oh, there’s a sptdl around thes 
Owned by no rarer flowers ; 
They blossomed on our sohliei 
And they ihiUl bloom on oun 
To us, as to our sires, their ton 
Breathes forth the tame glad 
“ We spring to life when wiiile 
And ye shall rite again.** 


Uncultured 'round our path thi 
Smile up before our tread 
To cheer, as they did long ago 
Our noble-hearted dead. 
Arbtttui in the sheltering woor 
Slghi,“ I lero he came to pm) 
And Pans!« whisper, ** Thus % 
When heroes passed away/* 


Thus every wlld-ftower's iliiip! 

BreathiTi In tiiy nullve vale, 
To consciouf litarts, some ree< 
Some true and touching tirir, 
WeiiUh's gay parterre iit glciry 
I own their forelgii, claliiiii, 
Those gorgeous flower i from ci 
Rare plariti with wondretii ti 
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City. IVIr. (rilfillan, 1'. W. Mitchell, P. k. C.ray and oUkt stockholders sold the 
giHul-will atul smoking ruins to Sluaiil* 11. 11. lltTpst, wlio n‘vived the weekly 
with I )r, Davis at the bellows. It was rather wtsikly, notvvithstandiu|^ the doo 
tor’s ex«-c*Ilt*nt dtJSes of Itsuled |H*llet.s. A<Iv(‘rtist‘rs setaned a trilk? shy and col- 
umns of blank spat'e, by no nunins nutritioius i>al)uhun, were not iufrcHiuent. 
hiverybody favi>rt‘d a itewer, ^raiultT. bolder slritU; forward, Tlu! borough and 
suburbs had attaiiusl the tlignity of a city, an oibexc'liange luid been orKUiniml, 
raiirtjads were coining in uiul a paiier of metropolitan scope was urgently de- 
mandcHl. ITsually nu‘n adapted to a particular nidu' turn ui)and the traditional 
“longdelt want” is not likely to remain unblhsl. 

(aaleuian k. Bishop and W. H. Ltuigwell landed in Oil City one summer 
afternoon tt> ‘’view tins kuulsea|>e c>’erd' as good Dr. Watts phrased it. I'hey 
had heard the Mat'edeniau cry and dtsaded to size up the situation. Bishop 
ac’lheved greatness at Janu'Stuwn, N. V., wln^re he edited Jinirna!, by at- 
taeking Ctanmatuler Cushing, the naval ollieer who sank the Confederate ram 
Merrimuc*, and kicking him down stairs when the indignant marine invaded the 
sanctum to ‘Diorsewhiji the editor and pitch him out of the window.” Long- 
welh It l^mve soldier and sharp man of affairs, had learned the ropes at Pithole 
and IVtroIeum (kmtre. A <leal was soon closed, material ordered and a build- 
ing on SeiuH'a street rented, llerpst keeping an interest as silent partner. 

Hie OibCity I>erritk\ ordained to bectane “the organ of oil,” was born 
on tlie tliirteenth i>f Sc‘ptember, 1871. Hie name was an inspiration, sprung by 
Bishop as a suri>rise, instead of the luarkueyed 71 mes^ which hud lieen agreed 
upon liy the three proprietors, d'o tsnbody its most coaspicaiouB emblem in 
the hituci of ii newsfmper deHigned to represent tlitMiibtrade suggested itself to 
the alert editor. He consulted tmly his foreman, Cliarles K. Wliitt*, long the 
lirilliant editor of the Hdioute AWe.v, who had come witli him from Jamestown 
and approved i»f the drawing from whicii the famous design of a derrick spout- 
ing new'spiijwrs was engraved. It was a go from the start. People were roused 
from their slumlier by strong-lunged newsboys shouting, “Derrick, ereks yer 
Derrick, Derrick V* Their first Impulse was to wonder if they luid left any der- 
ricks out all night, exposed to thieves and marauders, and someliody was bring- 
ing them home. The new sheet was scanned eagerly. It hud departments of 
** Spray/* ** l.ying Around Loose** and ** Pick-ujis,** teeming with catchy, 
piquant, Invigorating Items. Its advocacy of the producers* cause boomed the 
|)a|H!r tremendously, A liitter figlit with tlie Allegheny Valley Railroad in- 
creased Its clnailatiim and prestige. Btshop*s individuality permeated every 
page and column. I le liad the sand to continue the railroad war, but a threat 
to rettunai the shops from Oil City weakened his partners and they bouglit him 
tint III 1S73. Drom t!ie “Hub of Oildom*’ he went to BufTalo to edit the ICrpress* 
Tlusitt* he went to Bradford, embarked in oil-operations on Kendal! Creek and 
enlivtmed the Chautauqua Rev. Hieodore Mood’s lioniuizii, one sum- 

mer. Invited in Xevv Vtirk In 18H0, he managed the MvrArff/A'* AViwif/and 
edited //#i 4 o* until It cdmnged owners in 1885. Leaving the metropolis, Im wan- 
densl to Dakota and freshentid the Ra|>id*City Repuhiiauk Returning east, he 
furnwhed Watihiuglon corn*H|H>ndence to various I'lapers. laicomotor-ataxla 
disabh«d him and he died in 1896. Mrs. Bishop is a popular teacher of the 
Delnarte tivstem and lias published 11 laiok on the sulyect. Miss Bishop is a 
tfilented letiurer. It Is not disparaging the galaxy of oil-region jounmlisls to 
say that C. li Bishop, the giimest, keenest, raciest member of the fraternity, 
might be termeil a biiliop in the congregation of men who have shaped public 
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opinion in the domain of grease. No matter how (Uniciilt or delica 
from pre-natal influence to monopoly, Irom heredity to Ashing, fro 
pumpkins, he treated it tersely and charmingly. A thoroughhrec 
toe, his was a Damascus blade and “ none but himself can be his j 

Captain Longwell — the title was awarded for gallantry in many 
— attended to the business-end with decided success. Iluying 1 k 
he conducted the whole concern four years and sold out at a stc 
1877. He raked in wealth producing and speculating, (luitting well- 
daily. A native of Adams county, he was educated at ( Gettysburg 
printing in the office of the Chambersburg Repository and tlv 

by Col. Alexander K. McClure, now the world-famed editor of tlK^ 
Tunes, His mother was a descendant of James Wilson, a signer ( 
ration of Independence. Herpst opened a wall-paper store, rem- 
Jamestown and died there in 1884. Square, honest and “straight 
he merited the regard of his fellows. Charles H. Morse, the firsi 
had the snap to corral news at sight and present it tot)thsomely 
knew him in his beardless youth imagined Charley would “get r 
adorn the pulpit? He entered the ministry and for over twenty ye 
pastor of a Baptist church at Mercer. Were he to serve up to his 1 : 
of the funny experiences he encountered as a reporter, he wot 
Talmage’s recitals of the slums and Dr. Parkhurst’s leap-frog e?( 
Tenderloin ! Archie Frazer wrote tlie market-report, ten or twelve 
and a plump column or more ultimately. In November of 1S72 it 
to engage with the Derrick and inaugurate the role of travelii^ coi 
Venango and Warren, with Clarion, Armstrong and Butler buddiuj 
inence, covered the oil-fields. Bradford loomed up in the autu 
extending my mission from the northern line of McKean county to 
boundary of Butler before the close of the term of five years. 1 
days were crowded with bustle and excitement, adventure and inci 
tlie signature of “J. J. M,”— possibly remembered by old-timers— fa 
me to chronicle a multitude of events that played an important |mrt h 
annals. The system of “monthly reports*’ was arrangc^d metlu 
producing sections were visited regularly and my acqu£untiiiu!e eml 
oil-farm and nearly every oil-operator in the rushing, hustUr^g, ge 
world of petroleum. 

Orion Clemens, a brother of ‘ ‘ Mark Twain, ’ ’ worked on the* A 
weeks in 1873. The exact opposite of “ Mark,” his forte was the p 
could write up the death of an insect or a reptile so feelingly that m 
would shed gallons of tears in the wood-shed over the harrowing < 
fairly reveled in the gloomy, somber, tragic element of Ihe. I )aily c 
taxed him too severely, as he composed slowly, and his ri^signatioi 
surprise. Fr^nk H. Taylor, a young graduate from the Tidiuute^> 
ceeded Bishop, vacating the chair to undertake the field-work. PYan 
to “ point with pride” to his career as editor and compiliT of sta 
“Plandbook” is an unquestioned authority on iH^troUnim. Onre 
to float the Catt, a sprightly Sunday folio, which glisienetl fnan ll 
1877 to October of 1878. “Puts and Calls,” the hunu>rouH otAi 
answer for bursting off" tons of vest-buttons. Taylor accpiinHl nu»n 
as a journalist, was president of select-council, calked Xho turn a?, 
and saved a snug competence. During a term of Congress lie win 
Sibley’s s^retary, a position demanding remarkable Xavt and indi 
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DerricA^y with gratifying; results. His training was atajuirwl on 
•cratic Press y his father’s weekly, which Col. Stuck now comlu 
with the Daily established by him after his sojourn in Oi 
appointed State Librarian during Ch)vernor Pattison’s first b 
Register of Wills of York county in 1889, in recognition of his t 
istic services. William H. Siviter, straight from (‘ollege, wa 
His polished, scholarly writings were rclLshcd liy educated p< 
graphed for the Pittsburg Chronide-Teki^raph and for some y 
•uted to the comic weeklies. He is rcsi)onsil)Ic for the ** Hi| 
with her Bostonesc flavor and highfalutin speech. M<*Cul 
operator in the Bradford region, drilled e.xtensively in Ohio, laic 
boodle and chose Toledo as his residence*. Robt‘rt Simp.soi 
' printer’ s deyil ” in 1872, remained with the Derrkk i\^ a 
J 9 Hszardh\Qw into town, excepting brief respites at lunlenton 

P. C. Boyle, whose dash and skill and tireless energy !ia< 
steadily, leased the establishment in 1885. He had the vigo 
needed to bring the paper back to its pristine .strength. By tu 
at Pithole in 1866, a driller, a scout, a reporter, a publisher m: 
^jxperience in the oil-country was extensive and invalunble. I 
Laborers Voice at Martinsburg in 1877 8, reported for the Dt 
ville Herald in 1879, for the Petroleum World in iSSoand the < 
1881, conducted the Richburg Echo in r88i-'2 atul scouted all th 
-<>pments at Cherry Grove, Macksburg and Thorn Creek in 
Dillingham, who had nose for news,” and J. N. Perrine 
yard-wide in the counting-room, assisted Mr. Boyle in tuning 
high G. The outside fields, daily growing in nurnlter and 
in charge of Homer McClintock, the real Homer of oiI»re|>ort 
on timely paragraphs, scents live items in the air and lets nt> 
escape. The force was augmented as occasion arose*, type»settii 
fast presses were added, the job-office was supplied with tlie 
materials and the Derrick is to-day one of the finest, l^rlghtest 
•papers that ever edified a community, It is owned by tlie I)e 
Company, of which Mr. Boyle is president and IL McCHntoc* 
.and Alfred L. Snell are the active members. Mr. Boyle tib 
Toledo Commercial and the Bradford Era. He is “the Dea 
Estate” by virtue of eminent services and seniority. Like ll 
never needs strike twice in the same spot, because the job is fin 
lick when he goes “ loaded for b’ar.” 

John B. Smithman, a wealthy operator, to whom Oil City 
railways and a bridge spanning the Allegheny, in 1S80 ec|ui|)peti 
an evening sunflower, with Idiilip C. Welch at its tmml Isaii 
an advance-agent for Ezra Kendall, had a finger in the pie, Tl 
fetching as a rural maiden in a brand-new calico gown, but two 
rich for the blood of the population and th© Telegraph wlltiici 
Welch tapped a vein of rich humor in the Philadelphia (Mi 
“Accidentally Overheard,” a feature that captured the biike 
with actual wit, fragrant as sweet clover and whok»om© i» m 
revamped and twisted and warmed over. Charles A, Dana, nc 
literary merit, recognized the value of the Welch rarebits and i 
the New York Sun at a fixed rate for each, big or little, long o 
small. Anon Dana offered him a salary few bank-presidente w 
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Wflt'h HKHrcl t4> CkUham. 'Tht* that “shiiu's for air* fairly and 

ila/./.h’il. VVt'li'Ids “ *!*ailur-Made (»irl “ hit tlu‘ popular lasU*. and was puldisluai 
in flt’iiiant ti»rtu by tlu* SfribruTH. Dismast* pnyvtHl upon him, rtanpi’lliuK an 
iipfradiHi ^4ilnilar' to C 'icauTal ( irant's. 1 lalf thn tonj^ua was (‘ul oil', alTfC'ting his 
iittorama* soritntsly. Works and inonllis t>f pationt siiOVring ended at last in 
release front earthly p«iln aitd sorrow. Mrs. Welch, a noble helpmeet, lives in 
BriH^klynnnd into l>e<Tedited with the clever, dainty “From Her Point of View,’* 
which irratlmtt*s the Suiulay issues <jf the* New York limes. Upon tin* grave 
of Philip C, Welch old frictids would lay a wn^ath and drop a sympathetic tear. 

AIuh, Taor \'orit k 1 
! ktii’w him, Horutb ; 

A frllew uf irilinllt* ji'Ht, 
tU' mi»*a rxcdli^nt laiu y." 

PVank W. Bowen, a diamoiul uf the first water, H. G. McKnight, the light- 
ning type«Hiinger, uml B. F. (kites, a dandy printer, swarmed from the Derrick 
iiive mnl raised the wind tt> blt^w an evening liiizsardm 18B2. I'hey bought 
the 7>’4xni//i stuff and the Richbuig press, liad brains and pluck in 
abundance and went In to win. llie Htgniiicant motto—'* It lilows on whom it 
pleases and for cithers’ smifT ne’er snee^tes "—attested the indtpendence of the 



freeiilayiiigit^ihyr, Gentle as the summer breesses when dealing with the good, 
the tme and the beautiful, It swept ov'irythlng before It when a wrong wsis to t>e 
lighted, li sleek rasc^al uniiiasked or a monopoly toppled over. Bowen’s "Little 
IIIL^ards" had 11 laugh lit every Hue. If they itung traimgreMont by their sharp 
thrusts, the* ituthtir dltliPt Hu 11 wake nights trying to loud up with mean things. 
Ilk huiitof was sponttineoiis iiml easy as rolling off a log. Now his friends and 
iiduilrers " llttir nittiie k Legion— prt>|>ose to waB him into the Legislature, a dmr 
case of the ofike seeking the mnn. Itgmm without saying that the 
wiw an iiifitaiit siiereis. It wm no fault of the fond imrents dmt they were built 
that way and roiildii*l fawn|iel people not to want their exhilarating paper. 
Pkic'e Its iiciti iiakc«wp to MeICnIghPs account Gatoi flocked by Muwelf to 
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Higher in the Venanj^o Dcuiocrat, whit'h the gods loved se 
through the golden gates in four weeks. Robert Siinjisoii 
“ horse editor,” was a /Uizzard truinp-card initil 1HH6. 1 1 

iitive engagements as exchange-editor, news-editor, inght-e 
aging-editor and legislative corresixaident of the Pittsburg 
edited the nine months in 18H9. Returning P 
reporter of the Commeri'iaA(kiztiit\ he was promottnl 
spoiulent and lastly to managing-editor, a position c»f 1 
The Reno Times^ an eighl<‘oliunn folio that rimkec 
weeklies in the State, was started in 1B65 and expired in I 
partment was assigned each kind of news, tlte matter was 
minion and nonpareil, oil-operations were noted fully and f 
clue attention. Samuel B. Rage, the editt)r, understood lu 
changes and correspondence, (ieorge R. Beardsley, whtm 
Creek, about Pithole and the Allegheny River fnan Frus 
section thirty miles by seventy, managed the oibciduiiins 
Mercer kept the books, collected the bills and had general 
Plumer, J. Diffenbach and Edward Fairchilds stuerk ty| 
edition exceeded ten-thousand copies. 

Pithole, the most kaleidoscoi>ic oil-town that ever stnitx 
bank-accounts, gave birth to the Daily Detoni on the tweril 
1865. It was a five-column folio , crammed witli news 
cents a copy, or thirty cents a week. Morton, Sparta & Co. 
Col. L. M. Morton— he earned Ids shoulder-straps in the c 
jR^rord, winning laurels by his wise discernment. He wa 
incapable of deceit, a brilliant writer and conversatioiialli 
and courtesy, “a knight without fear and without reproa 
postmaster at Milton and spent 
idght-editor of the Bradford /:> 
loved and eHteerneil by tlioiwanf 
Long well, anolher brave defel 
bought out Hj>are in May, 18II6,. 
and W. C. Humer were taken ii 
after. Iti May of tH68, llllutle I 
a hole, l^ongwell diiingecl the li 
Petroleum Centre* then at the 
flight. He sold the piifM^T in il 
held m\ until formkiitble rivnls Ir 
viJle ftirced the Drmrd to iinil, 
and faithful to thcise wlm slia' 
Wicker left the decaying town in 1873, was foreman til tin 
worked as a compositor at Bradfortl and diet! there years j 
satisfied to accep.' ill-luck without emphatic dismmt. He 4; 
flannel shirt, a fashion he adopted in tlie army, and was erti 
Charles C. Leonard was a bright, particular star” in th 
J^ecord, to which, over the signature of ** Crocus/* he conti 
sketches of ludicrous phases of iuFregimi life. These ftflk^it 
with additions and revisions, he published hi 11 voliimi* llial li 
He was an Ohioan, bom in 1845, a*td a stdtlltir at sixteen, 
in 1865, he saw that wonderful place grow from a doxeii tM, 
teen*thousand at a pace distancing Jonah*s gourd or Jai 
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ht^an “Stalk. lu llu* fall c»f 1H67 ht* t*atn<* l<> tlu* 'lltusvillu fft'ra/d^ reiuaininj;' live 
yrars. AlUT short tonus with tlu* Cleveland I.mdt'r awd St. Louis G/(>bt\ he 
rt‘tunii‘d ti> Titusville to write for the F.veuhig' iWss. lie went back to St. 
Leans and tltetl at tdeveland on the twi*lfth of March 1874, wounds received in 
battle hastening lib tlenibe. He was a natural wit, whose* keen jokes had the 
anana td Attic salt. Mrs. Leiaiaial removed to Detroit, her home at present. 
i hie of l1iarho*H favorite m-eations was “The Sheet-Iron Cat,” written for the 
{‘levelain! / Cfii/rV . It passtsl the rounds of the news|>atH‘rs and was printed in 
the . iMrrb'itfh Hu* sell took itmuensely, lots of iiersons sending 

letter'H asking the cost of tin* ” eats “ and where tht‘y ciaild he tirocured! The 
artic le, whicdi revives many a pleasant nnanory of “auld lang-syne,” follows : 

A ytmng mvi luutii ht thiu < llv, wltonr hifinlH uuct ut tiuuitaum'rs have htn'clofore Hiipposed 
ihrre Win ** ittilhiii^ u» hitti.*' )tn‘« ai hi^^l at hhwftl u triumph that will pUus? him nl onoc* ainon^^ 
the in thirst lirtirfartiu n i»r mankiinl, Hhiuamrwitt IhiIuuuUhI tlnwn to poMterity with thoHc of 
thr i»vr!il<»i*« *»t tin’ ’* ntram nutn," Uir pairttl < tan 11 uml otUrr roiilrlvsiurrs of £i lahor-Kaviug’ or 
rnmhat iiiihu ing rhaiiu tn, l{i»i luvrutlun, whic h ocrurrrcl to him when trying to idrq) at 
nlglil in tlu* i%k) -parhn »»( hi>^ t firap tH»attllng4uni'>tr, with the frllnr drmoiw of mld-nlght clattering 
ovri iJif? riHif cHitHidr, i»4 nothing incur than a patent Hhert Iron cut witlt cylindrical attachment, 
«tttl-dawi itml teeth, the whole iirrangenieiit bring covered with cat-skint, which give it a natural 
apfiraraiHr and ptmrrve the t lot kwcuk audintricate machinery with which the old thing is 
made to wm k. Artamg the other |un ullarlllra tif thla Ingenious Invcntbn are the tail and voice. 
The former b hollow iind supplied hy a bellows (conctalcd within the body) with compressed air 
Mt fiKimtftitary litlervali, which I'auses the apirendage to lie elevated and distended to three times 
Iti tmtuiiil I4lir, giving to the metallic cut a moat warlike and belligerent appearance. By the aid 
of tlm iitiHis bcfUows ami a tremolo-stcgr arrangement, the cat is made to emit the most fearful 
€?ittfrwauk and **»plitlng** that ever awaktuied a haby, made the head of the family swear In his 
dreami, or i ati»«*rl a thower of tmots, washbowls and other missiles of midnight wrath to cleave 
the sky, 

** H«di i« the Invemioii. The melitml of using and tlie riiuU is as follows: Winding up the 
iwltnt Thoni»w<at, the owner adiWHis him «|Kui the houseHop or in the back-yard and awaits 
«ve»ti*, Bwm h heard llw tm sin ofeatdikewar iutlieilmpe of every known sound that the 
tribe are capable of pf tui ucifig, ofdy in a key much louder than any live cat could perform in. 
Every cat wllhin a circle of a liirlTmile hears the familiar sounds and accepts the challenge, fre- 
«|M«ntly fdty or ono hundred appearing simultaneously upon ilm battle-ground, ready to buckle in. 
The awrlllrig tail Invites r«ifiil»at and thry attack old *' ironsides,” who no sooner feeds the 
weight of It paw n|w»n hli hide than a spring is touched off, ids paws revolve in all directions 
with lightning rapidity and the adversaries within six feet of him are torn to shreds 1 Fresh 
biUailrm* roine to the icrairh only to meet a like fate, and in the morning several bushels of 
hair, flthllti»»trini» anil ti»©-fwlti Is all that are seen, while the owner proceedi to wind the iron 
rat up and net him aiaitt, 

” Hut a few ptewant •veiiingiare needed to clean out it common-iised country town of it* 
«l«f?p»tll»tt}riMi?ri. We understand the Inventor will make a proposition next week to th® common 
council to «l#»|Mi|ittlate the city of cit*ift»r m mmltrate ium. We do not intend toondorte any 
ifivtiiilim Of arthdn uidt** we know that it will jH?ribrmall that it Is claimed to do, and therefore 
we have ftiif lotefi »o etpllrit in tiur description ai we might have been; but the principle is n 
goial one, mid w« htipt* lo nm mm y liouae In the city surmounted with a iheet-iron cat as toon m 
they aril offered for sale, which will be about April the firsi, the Inventor and patenteeinforms ui.” 

J, !L ikiwmilti itiKl Ridmrd Linn m?nt ftirth th« at Oil 
City in c kTtilMT, tSyc-i. Hipir inirfk^ti to tamt the olHncluntry from a scientific 
»tnncl fincl prctiefit «tiitbtlcs iukI hiograplileH in magassine-style. The Monihij, 
whicli litHlerl 11 yriiri was iihly edited and supplied matter of pemianent value. 
Howiitfin, iifiimrinallit^wrlteritiKi iigreeuhle companion, went westward and the 
snows of twenty winters have drifted over liiB grave, Linn aided in compiling a 
Jhittory of |ietroIeiiiii» s|ietit some years in the east and meandered to Australia. 
Fbiimintville evolved tin? Etmmg Mmfs in 1888 and the semi-monthly C^immer- 
r’lViAAVrwiA The forititT lias sought 'The dark realms of everlasting shaded’ 
to koti|> cof«|Miny witii |, I#. Rohr's Cooinerstown ,/Vcrivf, Tom Whitaker’s GaF 
Mmg' Gm, the Oil-City ’€>iiii\ the Kmnklin OiFRegum, the Petroleum-Centre 



SklC'rCHKS /y Cy(II>k>OIL. 


362 

Iini and a score of uuwe[>t sacrifices on tlie altar ot Ven 
James Tyson, a hardware merchant at Rouseville, in 1H72 is 
va?iia?iy a superior weekly, which subsided with the waning ten 
to California, living in San Francisco until last year, when lu 
delphia. At the age of seventy-nine his faculties are imimpaii 
erect. He is an earnest member of the Pennsylvania Histc 
compiler of a “ Life of Washington and the Signers of the I)e 



pendence. This timely and interesting work, published in t\ 
umes in 1895, is dedicated to the public sdusils the nntioi 
the literary labors of the revered author, who is “only waittni 
are a little longer drawn.” 

Titusville enjoys the honor of harboring the first |H!ti 
weathered the storm and stayed in the ring. June, 1865, henil 
Herald of W. W. and Henry C. IMoss, whicli possesseil the 
prospered accordingly. Col. J. H. Cogswell joined the par 
Major W. W. Bloss, the elder of the two brothers, was a fliienl 
his mark in journalisfn. Mastering the details of **the art 
Rochester, N. Y., in 1B57 he started a short-lived journal in 
Ins footsteps to hi.s native heath in 1B59, was badly woiint 
beamed upon Titusville in the spring of 1865 and lioughi tli 
porter, a moribund weekly. Quitting the Hemid, in 187^1, lie 
ner of the Evening' IVess, which did not live to cut its t?ye 
attempt, a tasteful weekly, traveled the road to oblivion, 
more headed for Kansas, served in the r,egislature find we 
Chicago, whence ha crossed ” to the other side ’* in the prliiHt 
hood. Harry C. Bloss stuck to the /kmtki ** throiigli evil iii 
report,” steadfastly upholding Titusville and dipping his eagk 
when necessary to squelch ” a foeman worthy of his steel.' 
ranks are thinning out sadly-- four years ago and his son, upon 
of his father has descended, is keeping the piif>er in the viin, 
who dropped out to accept the |>08tmii8ter8hi|), eniictlrif the rc 
couple of terms, for years has been in the office of the Tide 
Among i\\^ Herald force were C. C. I^eonard, John Ponton iind 
turned hus peculiar talent for invention to ekctriciil puriults iii 
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[.li.mc. 1 Ic iiarruwly ii>isswl lirat|iiiK«ff' I’rot'. licll iustuinl)Iing upt)ii tin- ''hello” 
lum liiue. l-’iiy forwHik flu* HfniMUwWw ( )il-t'ity ‘fiini’s, (lid a Hirn oivtheTilus- 
viUt* ( aiui lut'd hiiu to Ari/oua. lit? nut a luiiiiiiyf-puper, stil iti the 
islaturc. iucultalcd a chit kfu-rntrsery that would luivc dumbfoutided Rutlierlurd 
11 . llayt'M, litnui'd H Intniul harvested u crop of shekels. 

Tint Titusville ( imritr, spruiiK iii i-Hytt to opjxise tlie 1 1 , -raid, was edited by 
Ctil. j. T. Ileury. iiti accomplished jourtialiKt frotii Olean, N. Y. hi 1871 he 
boUKiil the Sundtiy AWev, ftintierly A. L. Chapman’s f^mg-A'ol/, transferriiiK it 
in iHyj to \V'. VV^ llloss, whochmiKed it to the Hvening IWss, Col. Henry in 
iHy.t published ” Karly ami Later History of I'etroleuni,” a larKe volume, re- 
plete with iiiformalioii. biographies and itortraits. Tint tuilhor speculated prolil- 
nblyiu oil, livedat Olean, wroteiis the impulse prouiitted and died at Jamc.stown 
in May, i.HyH, A tear is due the memory of a kingly, chivalrous man, who 
rellecled luster upon his profession and was not fully aiipreciated until he had 
reached the haven o( etern.d rest. To him Littleton's tribute iiiiplies ; 

" Hr nut ii Uttf whit h tlyin^ hr w«niltl 

Warren C. Phimer gisideci {harur after Col. Ilenry’n retirement. He 
wa« tui tym in iilitiging hm tinilL Born in Maine in 1835, at fourteen he entered 
II printing-'oflke, ten yearn Inter edited a |>a{H?r, saTvt‘d three year.H in the war, set 
type on the K«*no In tH 6 $ mui wan edilor-journeytuan of tlu; Pithole A^erord 

in the fill! of iMI'ifi. Ilk rotitributions were a striking feature of the 

AVrwi/. «if wfilrii he beeame joint-owner with laaigwell and Wic'ker in 1B67, 
when Ihirgew « »f Pithoh% and edilordn-ehief n|Min its removal tt> Petroleum Centre 
in HtdIIng tail in Wleker and Fhnner lighted a tVeeJtfy Sktr at Titus- 

vitki that «|nk:kly net to rise no more. Phiiner was f( »retuan of the Oil City limes 
in 1870 t iirid i*oiiiief*t«?d with the llditnite Jtmrmd in 1872, when offered the 
editorship of the ( ImHen Idm*ted to the I#egislature on the Democratic ticket 
In 1874, he W’aa defeated for a second term and for ('ongress as the Green- 
bncketH* randldiite In 1878, For a time his political notions were as hidleas his 
FalM*r itnti he tridiied with wliatever jiarty clumt ed to have u vacancy. From 
1879 to tH8i he controlled tlie Meadville llmikitlor, a soft-money weekly, 
winding up the latter yciir on the Rtchburg Ikhth In I )akota, his next stamping- 
grntiiid, h*:? edited Hepnlillcaii |Mpersat h'argo, Bismarck, Abt?rdeeu and Cassel- 
tori. I le annulled severid states ft»r Blaine willi an eye to an appointment that 
would havii swelled hk liank^^nccount to the dimensions of a |>lumber’s. ‘‘The 
Plumed Knight'* failed to ctumert aiul the |ilum did not fall into the lap of his 
eliit|tierit stipporler, Premdisit liiirrkon in 1891 Appcdutotl him Receiver of tlm 
Minot DkiricI I aind-olllrt% North I takola, which he resigned last year. Ah an 
orator Col* W, C. Phmter^-lhey 4’idl him ‘‘ColoneP* in the Dakotas— tr<as in the 
iimn w'llh Midierl G Ingemoll, Thomas B, Hem! and William McKinley and is 
denoittinalcd the *CHilver Tongne of the North-west." At the Republican 
National Coin^eiiHoiiH In tli84-'8 he was tmanimously pnauninced tlie fmest off- 
hand Hpt^iker in the «tow<I. I In k a finished lecturer and unrivaled story-teller, 
loves the rlioiccHt books, reads the Bible diligently, sticks to lik friends and 
delighiH to reroitnl hin exi'ierlences in the Pennsylvania oil-regions. 

i\L N. Allen, an original stt-rkholder and its last guardiim, purchased the 
itmrifr In 1874, PN^cn his acknowledged skill could not put it cm a paying basis 
iiitd the pii|i4*r, iiftHtiriiiissed In ciuiility and itppeariince, succumbed to the inevi- 
table. Mr. Allen followed Col Copwell as pfstmiiiter, a proper tribute to hk 
ryggiHl I knnorrary, f lab and hearty, iiUhough **over the summit of life," time 
hiii ik'att kindly wdllt tiiin nnd hk deft jien has lost none of its vigor. He is 
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editing the .-Idvaficc Guard, the outgrowth of Roger Sheri 
Americaji OVw//, as an intellectual pastiine. V. A. 'l\)zer, tin 
take,” five-feet- four-inches high and four-ft'et-llve-inc'hes around, 
the Courier, wafted the St. Petersburg Crude- /.of a/ up the iluni 
ct)ok of the East-Brady 'rimes. His reports were newsy and 
travels for a Pittsburg house and would pay extra tare if passiaii; 
by weight. The East-Brady Re^neiv ‘ ‘ sees ’ ’ the 7'ifues and “gen 
Graham 8c Hoag’s Sunday arose from the toinl 

Press and the Sunday- Ne70s. J. W. (Jraham, now of the /let 
trim vessel skillfully. A stock-company of product‘rs, ihinkini 
family would be “a thing of beauty ” 
ever,” bought the Xeios- /.ei/er i\\M\ tlu 
ment in 1879, to start the /Wro/eum li‘> 
Place, a puslier from IhisluTville, ha 
bulk of the subscriptions to tlie stork ai 
with the management. R. W. C'ris' 
paper splendidly. C'aiitain M. H. 
heaps of ginger into his spit'y efllisio 
Zane, whose luibby w^as linMnre-~lH)tl 
journey that has no return trip-emb 
limns with tlioughtful, digestible braind 
readable locals, dispatches, jaunty selei 
up neatness were never lacking. But ( 
fierce and the IVor/d had a hard row 
mittee of stockh oldens soon took cliarg 
less, indomitable and with the energy i 
mer, opened a big store at Richlairg and drove a rattling trade, 
paddle his own canoe as a Corry newslioy at ten, he had run a n 
gimdas, a bookstore and the iiost-offii'e at St. I*etersburg, a 
PMenburg, large stores at Bradford and Bolivar and won laurel! 
newspaper circulator in the petroleum-diggings. At 1 larrisburg 
swung jiapers and the GMe in New York. He is now in Whe 
Williams, unexcelled as a sprightly writer, and Hon, George hi 
competent in the Legislature and the editorial chair, kept the 
until ‘ ‘patience ceased to be a virtue” and the daily ceased to be i 
half the material went to the Oil City Plissard and the rest v 
Sunday World Frank W. Trucsdell had determined to originate. 
A. N. Perrin, ex-Mayor of Titusville, possessing ”am|)le nu 
generosity, ’ ’ backed the project. Tnie.sdell finished his trade as | 
land and worked at Youngstown and Franklin, settling at Titus 
manage the World jobbing-room. He was a young man of fitio 1 
pulous integrity. His partnership with Perrin ended in 
chase of the entire business. He sold a half-interest In the pii 
death claimed him in October of 1894. Measured liy his thh 
Frank Willard TruesdelPs life was short ; measured by hk $ 
worthy enterprises, his lofty sentiments and kindly acts, il was ’ 
of many who pass the Psalmist’s th rec-score-and-ten. Mrs, Tn 
little daughter live in Titusville. , F. F, Murray, nssocifited w; 
and W. R. Herbert in the general details, edits the Smday 
frisky as a spring-colt. Born at Buffalo in i860, Murray was reii 
county, whither his father was drawn by the oil-excitement, < 
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for ItH-iil |ia|M‘rs tiaUirally lH»ro hitu into Uu- jounuilislio swim. \lv whooptal it 
U|) six yt*urs fur tho Tii-jani. A tognlar humnu-r, In* is at luant* wliethcr (lay- 
iuK tiu>nH|iolisls, takitiK a niflian’s praising a pn-tty girl, writing a tt'arfu! 

obituary* tlissta ting a ^aipit iouH jol) or rooling oif a natty pooni, Old 

Tramp I’riiUfi/* a rromit Olorb is a bur .sani}»l(‘ of his (|ualilv : 

** Ilerf'fi It rtiyrii* t«t thr tild whcnii Ioijk' fw hcs llvt-H will roam, 

VVlaw^ ’t'sioP l?t trruMUft* anti \vlmr« njgltt overtakfi him liomc; 

Who^srt ^ihurn lor nut int*r ntul twi^tv, vvhmtr KarmtuitM lue ithiny ntul thin, 

Am\ whi» iitkrn « hunk in th*’ huHPtnum wlutn thti pru-tiimun Win him hu 

•• U tiiir ihrtf HO* »timr t»f thr trumpiTH ttmt only Uu* A«m«*I ‘>f’ lamth, 

VVh«tt Itr UHuJtr^ tltrm With tiiu nifklr, ran rut-«!«>r ihr Sipiiituousi hieiiUtS 
That ntimr t»v ttirir irtktw 4 ritm|tfitit urr nhtinnrtl im wnwtmlt'mmu* nrarntm, 

Amt that wimr iir«iU!it ulmlrttH. Itnmftlris. restkii, tvimgruphirul trnntps, 

*' iiit thr niiwl <*f' ihrm sttrwly itr** worthy of soiiirlhing akin to pritiitr, 

Ami huvr tlriflctl iliiwii to ihr itirHi-m i»«t ol wholt'ntmitn , hitppirr dayt ; 

Ami wiirn, though hi« li«»ks hr m aortiy u« rvrr a mortal w«>rt*, 

Will you fiiid thr old tramt»rr ndnutt ld« nmrvrtouB fund of ktrr ? 

*' What |iiiii«:’r htt»4it't t»o workt?*! im ? VVhtw«» maituarrlpt hann't Ito an ? 

What fttory worthy rrmnnhimiiro watt he over known ttt forget ? 

What lo|»lr*i rbo tor «Uwtm«ioM, In nrlnirr, lettrraor art, 

That the gofudiio old tranip^prlntor raittiot graiifile and play hii part ? 

“ It li trut you will «omr?tinir*i are him wlmn the hue tlmt adorna hit mm? 
ilMUivah the 1 1 uinioii flimhra whit h thr firoity Hauuti at the roar ; 
tt in trnr that inmli gritnr hr gathrrn lit Ihr rourHO ofrarh trip he taken, 
tnaiitiitrh ita h# hoarda all hright-trahm hrtwrrti the (»ulf ami the I.akei. 

** Vrt hN knowlertgr growa momihumlani thuri many mueh-tilkil rneti’e, 

Wlmtiavri ayholarly tt»ufial*t and art tiaiard with the upprr-tena; 

And few arr the I’oiitrlhntlofm thrw arhotarly ones have iteiified 
That the need fell, ihahtifeal tramprr eouldn't readily rut ami meml, 

** H« Han little in life tr» hind him to one plare more than the real, 

For hii hoiwa in the pait Ife Intrfed with the <me« tIuU he loved the heat ; 
lie hill lliile to ho|H^ horn Fortune and hai little to fear from Fate, 

And liiile life dreanni are trouhfed over the pwhlir'i love or liate, 

** fki a rhywo tt# ttm ohf tianip^pf ititer*«to the ht^iea he haa rherfehetl ami wept, 

To fho liivei and the old h«mr‘>vofeei that itlll In hli heart, are. kept ; 

A rhytim to the tdtl tramp»prinl«f , whoio garments are iUlny ami thin, 

And who tikts a Imnk In the hasenient when the prtimmin Itfe him in." 

Mr. Mnpe^ gritvltiitrtl U) lltilmUdpliiu to wriu? for Coloiutl McClurtj’s 71fms, 
lliiitro tlii?it|ijitTis?iiig iwiriigriiphiitlyit btirnmh tho odltoriitl pitgo by llu.*lr Hubtile 
omTKT* f ft? h ii fitiiilliHr figtirt? itl piirty amviiiitloiw, which hin iiUimiitts knowl- 
■€?ilgt! cif rnitlilrH hltii to gdiigu iirtiiridcly, I h* iilihorn trickery iukI 

rhit'diirry, tlrdbi his hitniest idowH hi i?x|H.mlng corrupt methods, lielieves tax- 
|iayiT!i and voIith have right?! runt rnctors and btwHesare iHiunt! to respect and 
k a Htif'kirr fur lionest government. WilliiirnH alno ntriiyetl to tlie tjuaker City 
as paragntpitef for the mitkhig 11 pheiiomenal hit. James C#. Blaine corn- 

plimented C liarleH Hniory Kmllli uiiun these tart, peppery lUiggetH, saying*/ ‘I 
imsiriably read the /Wxv pitragniplm before ItMiking at any other paper.” This 
pliswaiit tribute atklrtl ten dollars 11 week to Sam’s salary, ytd he tired of 
FtilkidfdpliLi years ago itnri glldetl back to hk okl home in *’ the Mttsser Diocese/^ 
He is now ctiiiiierled with the New York Sfaii md iitfmsx, whose rentiers can 
iiardly find wonk to express tlieir SinkfatTion with the spice he injects into 
Elliot Slieplierclk irtfety exfiohltor of Kepubltcankm. 

life iiiiiiiird iiHiihi ami hfe rTiinium fetr# 

Ar*i m inui h alikv ai in it Biaif-- 
Ihir grtiwi mi Hiiwsi amt the other tm hair. 

1. W. CTIsw’idl liokk i-in honorable place among tlie men wlio ha\'e made 
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oil-region newspapers known abroad and inihiential at honu‘, 
Clarion county and educated in Cincinnati. His sketclies, j 
introduced him to the public through the mediinn of the OibC 
East Brady Jndependeni tinCi the Fairview [ndeptftdefd ^ Cxdonel 
twin offspring. Retiring from Young’s einplt>y at h'airview, he 
of as traveling correspondent of the Cincinnati linqmrer.^ His 
in 1877 clinched his fame as a Simon-pure humorist, 
to the yard and one-hundred cettts to the dollar. The Shake 
and Lickshingle stories, lustrous as tlie Kohinoor, waltzed t 


of the American press and were published in twt> taking l>0' 
Shakespeare” and “Grandfather Lickshingle.” After his de 
Peiroleimt World Criswell renewed his relations with the Urn 
ing-editor. He was Jolm R. Mclxmn’s trusty lieutenant and lit* 
ern daily on the topmost rung of the ladder. Ida* New- York I 
finder of illustrated dailies, needed him and he accepted Iti 
The Cincinnati Sun was about to shine on tlie just and tli 
returned to Porkopolis. Colonel Joint Cockrell c'oaxed him l>it 
villa to reconstruct the funny-streak of the overflowing N 
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When tiu‘ Ccloiu-l iuxl I'lilitzor disaKn-cd they “ lu-vi-r spoku as liny 

jiasstal l)_\ "“he wt'iit with ( ockn*!! to th(‘ ( onuut'txitt/ -•k/?vv'//s^v’, tor which he 
has<loiu- some of the ItriKhtcsl work in the ncwspapi'r-kiiiKdoin. He now edits 
'fnil/i. " .Mark Anthony's Oration Over Ctestir,” from “'I'lie Comic Shakes- 
pettre," will dispi-l the kIooiii and iiuiicate the rare brand of Criswell’s vintagt?: 
•' ItU'ihIh, cutimryutenl UmmI nu' y<mr cuih ; 

I will iritun tliiMu nt'xt SunmUiy. I conn* 

To Imi y hccuiiMt* ilu* ihut-h arc luutl 

Aiul hin litlkn can’t allurtl ttfbirt* an undci ijikct . 
rise evil that turn «h» liv cn attri them, 

III the shiij:>« of prisgtny, wlu» reap 
The IwiietU «sf their lifts iu»nran€t*. 

So let h he with the tlreeancd. 

Brufsti hath tohl you that <-hr?»ar wim ambitious, 

What tItusH llrutUHkuow ahmil it ? 

It ii fsoms of hk funtral 
iul that It i*m‘t hi ISO husU of tin* umlersiRiKeil. 

H«rt* under Iniive of you I t oiue tis 
Make a »|HHn-h at Ciesnr's funi’rah 
Hr W5W my frlrtul, faithful and Juit to me ; 

He loamnl me ftv« dollars oiare when I was In » 
pinch, 

And slK«od my petition for 11 poit»ofl'iee. 

Aful Brutiui Mttyi ht was ambitious. 

Brutiui »lu»uld cdmse himself around th« blm*k, j 

C’wwif iyilh Isfowihl many captives home to Pome 
Who hroko ro« k on the itrents until their ransoms 
Hid the general rollers fill, 

When that the i«ror hath cried, hath word. 

fleciut«» ittlidiiH cost iinything 
And made him solid with th« rnasiei. lCA^^tr 4 , 

Ambit Ion ahouhl h«t made of it«rntr stuff* 

V‘et tiruliis My^« he wiiH ansbiiltsus. '‘i.S’-no mk votui kauh.”, 

lhutu’»i 4 liar, and I »au prove it, 

You all did i»re that t»n ihr l .tipeis al l4H*k! In this place run ( ‘nHcu*H,rhigger through; 

I thrice pre»«»enird him a kingly t iowii, Thr»»ugh this the was tsf a gun of a ItrulsiH 

Which he dhi thrice reluse. tieNi:a»He it dirt not Htahheti, 

fit him t|ulte. Arsil when he phuks'd hiM cutsesl Hteel away, 

Wat* thi% iimhiliofi Vet Brutus says he was Hood gracious, how the hiood of (hcHur fob 
amt»iti*ms. htwed ill jc'//ce/A, c/A'-v r/ " f//ir 

llrutns not onlv the biggest hitr in tlrisroimirv Mtmti/tmg' fw fht* fVikmt biil 

Hilt is a polilit. Imm «d the sleepest liye, ( htm ,* '* e/c. 1 

if y«»u have lear?^ prepatr u* wheil them nc«w. 1 eame not, friends, to steal away your hearts; 

Vow all d«» know this ulHier, I am no thief as BrulUH b, 

I rrtiiemi»er ihr hrsi tune evrrtYcsarpnt it on ; Hrntus has a mmiopoly its all that huwinesii, 

II w«» «m a wwiirmerb evening in his lent, And if he had his sieserta, ho wouhl be 

With tiir ibermometer registering ninety tic* In the State pristsss ami don’t you forget it. 

Mtpc^ in Ihr ^ihade; Kind friemlH, sweet friends, I do not wish to 

Itiit it wits an islsirf fo be proud of, stir you up 

Ait»t il r«f«t Isirti .f.iat MafrahirtSwiirt^hrimer’s, To such a surbleii flood of mutiny, 

t’orncf r»f' tioiati and b'erry ulrects, sign of the Arrrl, us It hmka like rain, 

fwl flag, The piUlbearerM will pleaae place llic bcKly In 

c»ld HwaiM wiiiiled I40 for ii, the wheelbiirr*>w 

Hut flitiillv ciitne down to f„i. tiecause It was And we will proceed to bury (hrsar, 

Vivmiu ! Not to trraise him.” 

Ktlwiii C*. Ikll, a mw nf this litntk*d iit Petroleum, Ceutro in 

8|.,it*til iHfiti lit tlu! wemt, ruturnefl to Oil Crf.T?k in 1870 and for tliree years 
|Hiitdti»cl flc-iwtt oiPwifllM, In 1874 he started a jot)*printery at Pioneer, using a 
press lie httlll from ircirbscraps ami im tmk-rall and learning the trade without 
itii ittitrit<:tc,ir. Tliat fall he transplanted his kit to Titusville and continued in 
lilt! hiyrlcteii years. Early in 1S7S he publlihed the Lettder, a 
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weekly that petered out in two months. Mr. Bell in 1882 llcw tlu 
Republic^ a campaign-oracle of the Greeiibackers and siipi)orter of 
Armstrong for governor. The R (public, like the Argus, the ()< 
others of that ilk, didn’t attain old age. Bell’s first grists --stories a 
— went into the hopper in 1872, supj>leniented from 1878 to 

dies of live matter in the Meadville Vindicator and the Richbiirg 
edited the Republican ni Casselton, N. 1 )., in 1882 3, and during th 
following his return to Titusville sent a news-letter almost daily to 
Blizzard. He has long contributed to the Sunday World and in 
its assistant-editor. In 1892 he l)egan a history of the Pennsylvania 
instalments of which the J^errick printed, and he hopes to finisli tl 
comprehensive scale befitting the sulyect. 

Warren has been blessed with two weeklies, the /.cdger ixxul tl 
two generations. Ephraim Cowman founded the Jf/ailin 1848 and ov 
his death in 1894. Three dailies vigilantly watch each other aiu' 
pretty town. At Tidioute the Journal^ inaugurated by J. B. Clt 
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jogged along seven years. George A. Needle and Fi ank H. Tiiylo 
owners. Needle, whose sharp lance could prick the fiends of llie 
like a needle, followed the tide to Parker and boosted the Daily, wh 
plunged into perpetual night. Its chief contributor was Steplien W. 1 1 
furnished rich budgets of I^etrolia odds and ends ovt^r the name of 
“Steve” was kindly, obliging, congenial and well-liked. Six sum; 
come and gone since he was laid beneath the sod, Clark Wilson rer 
Oilman' s Journal to Smethport and the Phmnix is in undisputed poi 
the Parker territory, with the youngest editor-son of G. A. Need 
State guiding it capably. In October of 1874 the Warren-County < 
moved from Youngsville to Tidioute. C. E. White, who took dmt 
camber, bought the plant in 1875 ^tnd he has been in the liarnesH co; 
since. Mr. White is among the best all-round newspaper-men in th 
He was born at Newburg in 1842, boyhooded at Binghampton, learnei 
at Elmira, served the Jamestown Journal six years, spent a year witl 
City Derrick and went to Tidioute in 1872 to manage the JourmVs j< 
merit. His record as a citizen, soldier, printer and editor is solid nor 
Clarion county did not e.scape the frantic rush to stick a pa|K*i 
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miishnKmi-tt»vvit. I'*. IL Bjirclay iiiilirtt-d ilu- Rrron/ on the louK-sufT(TinK St. 
IVttTstnirKi’rs, nuH^riuK liis hark in (‘alifornia vvlu*n thn papta* turned up its 
toe.s. (YmRAjh 

r f//, whieh m*ver sported 
a erude-Ioeal or editorial, 
tiu* lH*rn-(‘ity Ulttmhmior, 
brigliter in name than in 
real suhslanee, the (darion 
a specae.s of ra|; 
t»n the hush, tiu* hden 

hur|4 Xniiomti Record wwkX 

several more slitl olF llu* 
peri'Ii with a dull thud, fa 
tal as i lumpty I )unipty‘s 
irretrievalde tuitibh*. 

f'Vank A. I lerrds Record 
has Iting ketd up a g<KHl 
reetM'd at fVlrtdiii, Colo- 
nt*I Voim^ and the three* 
pap«*rs he prtipaKated in Butler county, with a halfaloj^eti elsewlu're, have tnouh 
elefed into tlust. He was intensely earnest and industrious, able tt> maintain 
his etid of a disenwsion and seldom tuuvilling' to <Iare opponents knock the chip 
off hts shall HluHililer. Rev, W. A. Th<»rne attempted to reform tiu 5 race with 
his C#rei*c*eAlty A*ci*iC’H\ hauling the traps Millerstown uptai the dei)letion of 
the frofttierdown, His patli was strewn with tlu»rn.H, mankind resenting his 
review of everybody luid «’verythlug. Mx-Bostmaster Rattignn braces up the 
unterrified with his sturdy Cluc*ora //mr/i/, which he has conducted success- 
fully for twenty yisirs, St, foe’s bantam, never distinguished for its strength, 
crowecl rtillclly fiiicl dropinal from the rotmt. Hie eounty-seat is fidly stocked 
with pohticid tirgiiUH, the the Eo^Ac nm\ the Hcmhl coaching their re» 

»f>ec:tlve parlies, j. I f Negley & Son itre not negligent in their conduct of the 
Hie Eag'/f Is the proud bird of Hiomas H. Robertson, a trained 
writer and jouriiaimt, now Superintendent iif FublioBrinling in I farrisburg. The 
//m#/i/ was for many years the pet of Jarol> Zeigler, to wliomiUl Butleritestook 
off tlielr hats. ** Itiicle Jake was the soul of tlie smdal circle, a treasury of wit 
and wisdom, iiri exhiiiistless reservoir t>f pat stories, a mine of practical knowl- 
€tdge lutd a welctime guest in every corner of Pennsylvimia, His soubriquet of 
**lJnde fiisteiied tition him In a curious way. At the funeral of a youthful ac- 
<|itaitttiiiice the ilistrartecl mother, as her laiy was consigned to the grave, in a 
frenzy of grief laid her head nium young Zeigler's lireast and exclaimed : *' Oh, 
were you «*ver a stricken mother No, matlam,’* was the cool reply, but 
I exfitH to la* an uncle laTore stindown to-morrow.” Bystandeni noted the 
strange Incident and thenceforth the ** Undo ” stuck like a fiy-bllster. His pa- 
rtaits lire liiirhsl in the llarrishurg cemetery, near Joseph Jefferson’s father, and 
whenever he visited the cii|iital he strewed thdr resting-place with floweri. 
Who run doubt that the filliil son, In whom mingled the strength of a man and 
the baidernesH of a ivoiniin, found his loved ones not far away wlten he entered 
tile pearly gales? Truly ** this wm the noblest Roman of them all” 

Another litmored resident of Ilutkr was Samuel F. Irvin, author of ”The 
Oll-Ilwblik%” a piifiiphlet aliciuiiclinf with delicious satire and bits of pereonal 
.cxiwrioiico. It was printed In and produced a sensation. Epjoying mty 
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few advantages in his t)oyh(K)d, Mr. Irvin was t-inphatically a sell 
Born in a backwood.s-town.ship seventy years ago, his st'liooling wai 
he toiled “down on the fann.“ Likt; IJiu'oIn, (iarlieltl, Simon ( 
many other country-boys, he ro.se to di.stinetion by his own exert ioi 

assiduously, studied law and stood we 
His liteniry bt*nt found exprt‘ssion itt 
articles of very high grade*. Ilelivet 
at hYanklin in the earlier stages (»f p< 
velopments, drilling wells and handlin 
ties on commission. He met death wi 
“like one who wraps the dra|)ery ^ 
about him and lies <U»wn to pleasant tl 
The Bradford semi- weekly 
gerof the new^ era dawning U|>on McK 
saw daylight in the spring of iH75. 1 

ject of its founder, Cohmel J. H. Hii 
invite attention to the |>ossibitilieH of 
as a i)rospective oil-fiekh Colonel I 
man of varied talents — public spea 
soldier, surveyor, promoter of <al*t*nti 
roader and exi;K>untk*r of the g«is|H 
birth, he came to America at fourteen 
years in Canada, was licensed to pn 
I $5 1, at the age of twenty -one, itc«*ep 
the Baptist church at Bradford, tiu 
Marrying Diantha, youngest {laughle 
De Golier, in Hecendnjr of 1852, a > 
(piit the pulpit, sensibly crmchicling ll 
had not calk'd him to starve liis fam 
veyor and geokjgist, he was employed 
for coal and iron in McKean and adjao 
In 1858-9 he had charge of a gang of 1 
the Erie railroad to Buttsville. The 
Bradford township to enikt in t86t, 
force for Colonel Kane’s famotis * 
shared in the fighting artni nd Richmi 
honorably discharged with the riiii: 
Governor Hartranft ap|>ointed him 11 
his HtafI and the title of colcmel resiilk 
his Bradford home in 1877 and removei 
N. J., where hk active, helpful care 
November, 18S1. 

Ferrin & Weber, of Salaminci, | 
the Cattaraugas MepuMkan^ In 1876 
New Era from Col Haffey and irlticed 
of Charles F. Persons, lie had bti 
establishment at Little Valley two yeitj 
or ten months he washed rollers, fed presses, carried wtn^d and di^ 
chores allotted to the printer’s devil” Hk aptituthdmpri«tttl hi 
who sent him first to Salamanca and then to Bradford, an 
youth of twenty-two. Hoping to be an editor some day, he had c 
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ft)r m‘iKhlK>riiiK^ imprrs from boyhtHxl ou hin father’s funn, a practice he main™ 
(ahicti diirinK’ his appremiceship. A few nionlhs after reaching Hraclford he aiul 
the Salainaiu'a finn established the Dai/^vJ'ra, with the names of iH^rrin, Webta* 
I»erst>nH at tht! luastdiead. Very st»ou INTSons lurnght out his partners and 
conducted the paper aknu!. , His ability and energy Imd full play. The 7tnr 
met the denumtls of tlie eager, restless crowds that thronged the streets of 
Bradford uiul sctmred tlu* hills in quest of territory. Us news was concise and 
fresli, its oibrepiUis were itot docUiretl f(»r spe<*ulative ends, it had oi)inions and 
presented thetti tersely. Uersons sold to \V. II. Longwth and W. h\ Jordan 



early in mid in the fall lanight the Olean Demmrat. Tluuiohby New'-Vork 
town W4H feeling the stiimiUw of oll-oj‘H*rationH anti hn started the Daily Herald^ 
Ilk wnlh *t ittitl wtdf wort repiitatioft. The American Press™ Association, 
whirti fitritklicH plale^tiiitter in tlionmmda of new«pa|M*rs, secured him in 188B 
m Lofitl Wmiagrr of Itn New- York oflii'e. Two yimm ago he was promoted to 
Ck!iit*rid KastertpMmiitgrr and !n i%4 was elected Secretory, Assistant General- 
Mitniiger awl one of ttio ftvo directors, Mr, Pemona occupies a snug home in 
llrooklyn, with lik wifo and two little daughtort. He Is a live representative of 
Ihogi saltern I* cntftrprMng, wigadous, eicmitlva American. 

Loitgu^i-dl ik Jortliiii itlio l^jught the it firet breathed the oibkden 

4 ilr of Himdlbrd iii t%ll mid was edited by Itovid Armstrong, **organker*' if the 
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producers in one of their movements to “j^et lo^etlK‘r”~;uid cot] 
with the lira. Col. Edward Stuck, of York, workcnl the coml )ination 
some months. Colonel Leander M. Morton was ni^dit-edilor until h 
death. Thomas A. Kern attended to the fudd, preparing the montl 
and posting readers on oil-developments in his hailiwi('k. Years 
since poor “Tom,” young and enthusiastic, andj. K. ( Iraham, exact i 
responded to the message that brooks no excuse or postponement, 
companions gone, we doubly feel ourselves alone*.” llradshaw, Me 
others scattered. Jordan, whose first work for papers was done ai 
1873, died in Harrisburg in 1897. 1 \ C. BOyle secured the pj\t and 

it much of his own prompt, courageous spirit. David A. Dennison li 
been its efficient editor. His parents removt'd from ComK*cti(‘Ut to a 
of Titusville when he was a baby. At thirteen David wrote a liatc 
which it tickled him to see in print, without a thought of one day 
into a full-fledged “literary feller.” Not caring to be a tiller of 
juggled the hammer and lathe in machine-shojis to the music of 
Chorus.” A short season on the boards cunvitKxxl him that he wa 
missioned to elevate the stage and wrest the sceiitt^r from lulwiu I 
rence Barrett, John McCullough or Alexander Sal vinl. 1 1 e whiskcxl t( 
shop to strike the iron while it was hot, writing smart descriptions o 
scenes for outside papers as a side-issue for several years. A 
articles on gas-monopoly, in the Elmira 'Felegram^ brought nnluc 
consumers and pleasant notoriety to the ironworker, who had prove 
blacksmith with the sledge and no blacksmith” with tlic iiuill. ! Hi 
neither Dennis nor Mud, and the I)ai/y Oi/ A/w.r, McMullen & 
game-fowl, wanted him forthwith. The salary was not alluring and in 
summer days of 1886 he cast in his lot with the lira. Promotion 
persistently. From reporter he was boostexl to city-editor and iti 
editorial management, a flawless selection. I le has tuHslt,‘d with : 
topics, constructed tales of woe in jingling verse and even tempted fli 
off a drama, which has not yet run the gamut of publicity. Dennist 
offered good sits in metropolitan ofllces, but lie likes Bradford and c 
Era. He married Miss Katharine Grady in 1883 and three lioys g 
home of the exultant D. A. D. “ May his shadow never grow less.’ 

E. W. Butler .started the Bradford Sunday News on April first 
Joseph Moorhead as editor. Mr. Moorhead grew up on a farm 
castle, served in the army a.s captain in Matthew Stanley yuay*j 
landed at Petroleum Centre in 1869, worked about oil-welln five yt 
school at St. Petersburg in i874-”5, published a short-lived fratern; 
Newcastle in 1870, aided in editing the Millenstowu Eeview and in 1 
position on the Bradford Era, He edited the Sunday News one y 
launch a similar sheet at Minneapolis, returned to Bradford in 
his position a few months and resigned to edit the Smiday- 3 fmi, E 
he settled in Kansas, farming there five years and coming Imck to F< 
in 1890. Since that time he has lived in Pittsburg and Inxm com 
various dailies of the sooty city. His vigor and experience are nu 
his writings, which always go direct to the spot. At sixty-two I 
unites the activity of buoyant youth with the wisdom of robust si] 
reeled off the Buffalo Smiday-Nexm in t88o, the shar|>est, «|uickts 
afternoon-paper in the Bison City, and in 1885 sold his Bradford 
Philip H. Lindeman, Era book-keeper and manager, lindemaii 
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^vitut uiul tiflf uiilil tlu* run ushon* in the “ COmuKKlorr*’^ 

'luliuK life’s vt»yaj.»e in jutu* of 1.S97. 

lunlH-r i»f prutlueers In staiul sponsors for llu* bills, MoMuUeir 

haw lloatecl tin* /^fiz/r Abaw in iHHfi. Its baekers j*rt'W tired of empty 
’ piiekels mu! the hriKht vamturc- i^ave up the ICben Mrewer’s 

Sfar tintetl the sky nnder its fonndei’s artistu’ touch. He si>ld to 
( arr\ who ttumd the lt>ad ntilHsirabU' and shoved it upon Rufus Ik 
rotliei of Chinyjessman (‘hmies \V. Stone. Mr. Stone, an al>le lawyer., 
itu*e!li»r of Mississippi n\ the reronstruction-<lays. 1 ‘he reconstructed. 


Hiinn- 'o*, 


le r. 
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re liippetl off bis Hiikiry mtd he loc'ated at Bratiford to pnicti(‘e law. I Ic 
te Sfitr several years, wriUnf.* int>si t»f tin* political editorialH that c’ariied 
ml itave the paper hiKti standing. 1 1 h\ Barber, a man of fnte intellect 
V pnrpiiHe, tlropiMal the Stiuihptirt 3 /imT, relieved Stone atul hom’d the 
w years, assisted at tirneH by C »et»rge Allen's clever Htrt)ke. IVotracted 
diirmig which he Hhowed ** Ih*w mihlitne it In tc» nufler luul be strong," 

' williered the garlands on hin lirow." He is dead, Init " his sjieaking 
more of life than half its breathing moulds." Allen slid tt> lUifFalo to 
I a railroad'-pertodlcab " Imlge " jtihnson - in 1875 lie landed at Brack 
^»ecl a irrm in the la’gklalure and another m |u»Hltnaster, c»pernted in 
;,|iecl three years ago--'Controiled the S/ttr after Burlier, whose widow 
iiw itti liilrre?il III the paper. Rx*Henutor Mmery fitted out tlie /)aify 
wliirli Meekn to trail tlii^ Mtaiidiird of the Standard In the dust and ticket 
lent lirtidncerH, refiners and |hpe41nerH to a petroknnn4lto|)ia. " Ed." 
e adept will ♦ toed llie Hiatkmiark on the Harrkhurg f'k//, wdilrled tlie 
lire! so «’X|tei1ly that the AViW’f/ han never approacdied Davy Joium's 
It Is snappy and full of fight as4 a Hhillaleh at Donnyhrook lotir. Carr's 
Ufi7, Irelghird with a car of delh’ale tnorHels, harked up tlie wrong 
%%‘enl to fill* Itowr-wi ws. Carr rolled down to PittKliurg to sell buggies, 
a c’itrgo of ihu'alH. "Tom" E. Wilson— he's us humorous as tliey 
a got out three niiintiers of A*##c/iiy MtPmmg^ a four-page blanket In 
a teieroiiffie b4iit|«et III conteiitH. Col. Egti shut it down for publishing 
mirmi froiii Walt Wliitmaii's "Blades o' (trass" find lioonmcl the 
• wliicit f*ipirf*d in Infancy. Ege was a hanker wlio liankerecl to 

*1VeiiHnrer, banketl iifMin iH‘Wfipii|M*r-mn>i>ort, went Into iMiikruptcy^, 
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received iui appointment in the Iliihulelpfiia Mint atui traveled ' 
Cleveland shiiHied the pack for a new deal. Wilson wr<»te ft 
press, handled the Reading hraiu'h of a Harrisburg paper, editti 
ton 7?<f7vV’7i’^™Sistersvil]e has a sisterly AVt/Vtc now and rounde 
The Ibsl Bradford’s latest wSunday experiment, owes its gou<l 1 
matter to Edward F. McIntyre and George O. Sloan. 

One evening in 1877 young .stranger walked into llie St. I* 
office, bought a package of stationery at the Injok-counter and t 
he was looking for a situation.^ Place hired him as a clerk. I Ic 
the homestead farm in Orange county, N. Y., to Cornell Hniverj* 
way and graduated in civil-engineering. Marshall Swart/AV<*lt 
St. Petersburg on temperance and Place’s clerk sal up all nigh 
masterpiece for the Derrick, It was his first produciion in print, 



on his [)art, and the article attracted tiumt (avurable iiolii c. It 
once offered a position on the DerricK, He came in ctuitacl w 
and his real genius asserted itself. 1 lis painstaking, cfinHcieiiilui 
accepted as strictly reliable. He would tnttlge over tht? lillls, 
miles of mud and ford swollen stream.s to ast:ertatn the prec is 
important well, rather than approximate it from hearsay. TtiN 
oughness gave the highest value to the statistical work of IitsUc 
In 1879 he went to Bradford and worked cm the Breeze^ the Hr 
always with the same devotion that was a ruling maxim of Ills 11 
scouted in Warren and Forest counties and became part o! 
Age. Alfred L. Snell and Major W. C. Armor were iisHcriatcal c 
admirable monthly, of which he became sole proprietor cm the firs 
1S87. A. C. Crum, now on the editorial itaff of the Fittsliiirg 
tributed many a newsy crumb to the Age, A m*W!il:Kiy at Pickwit 
front of his stand one cool morning and asked -not In a Pic*kwi 
it would be worth while to get somebody to send to the Ik 
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not i\o it yoursrlf?” was my answtw. Uv tried and lu* surceedtal. ITis work 
expant led and imprtjved and he adopted journalisin pentianently. He catered 
for Oil City ajul Bradford papers, spun yarns for Bittshurjr daiik‘S and was a 
IcKislative corresptuulent several sessions. Snell, a statistical hununerand hard- 
tO"beat purveyor t>f news, hangs his manuscript on the /^crr/cX' hook. Armor 
sjHHtsored a historic !)ook and laid oil* his armor to second Dr. Egle in the State 
Library. I le has a book“Stt»rt‘ in I larrisburg and a museum that distances the 
“Old C ‘uric wily Shop.” McMullen established anti etlited ilm Da I/y Oi/-' News 
in nStH6. I le dietl of pleurisy, contracU‘ti from exposure in collecting oil-data, on 
January thirtydirst, iHH8. cut olF at thirty sevtai. Tlu^ Petroleum Ax^e did not 
stay long behind Its unHWt*rving projt‘ctor. Justus C. McMullen is enshrined in 
the affections of the peojde. An unrelenting foe of opprt\ssion, he had a warm 
heart ft»r the pot^r ami i>ursutHl his own i)ath of right through thorns or flowers. 
He married Miss ('ora, daughter of Col. L. M. Morton, wlu) lives in Bradford 
and has one little girl. A brave, grand, exalted B[)irit passed from earth when 
j. C. McMullaBs light was quenched, 

“ On the gandu of life 
Sorrow treadii heavily and leaves a print 
Time cannot vmsh away,“ 

Barker has been called ” the graveyartl of newspapens,” yet G. A. Needle 
has run Ids popular I%mLv twenty-three years, accumulating suflicient wealth 
to t>wn a hook»store and oiLwells and let the paper canter along under charge 
of his son, tfie ytnmgeHt editor in Pennsylvania. 

The VVasliingttm AV/fWer, establislied in 1892 as a daily and semi-weekly, 
owes its ubundnut success largely to the wide-awake editor, William Christman. 
If is practical knowledge and ready pen keeps the AV/V^r/cr right in the swim. 
FuUtnii Bhil!i|w in iHKH launchetl the Outhok at 
McDtmiild, then merely a flag station on the Pan- 
handle Railway, with n<» great onihH»k In prospect. 

His editorials lire etsentlilly Independent and vig- 
onniH, the man don inating the fsiper. It is I'ulton 
Phillips, rather tlian the paper, who is read and 
c|th>te«I by the thousands of Outltmk readens. He 
was born within a mile of McDonald and the hocan 
following oiboperatlons dul run catch the tall etliUir 
—lie is consltleriil'ily above six feeP-^napping. I'he 
Outkmk was the first to put a reporter in the field 
iind write ii|> the wells in fHCtyresque style. Phillips 
served throiigh the war, taught sdiool at IMttshurg, 
rim a piipiT at Cimoniburg, drifted westward, did 
€!clitoriid work In Mbsourl and California and re- 
turned to start the only fallurti in his pilgrimage, a 
temperance-organ at Wasliington. It went the way of former temperance-sheets 
In the lo«d“Optlon town where they take theirs in jugs. In other portions of 
thc! oil-world journidiHrri holds up its end creditably, newspapers and develop- 
ments mardiing neck and neck on their grand errand of enlightenment. The 
Slstt^rsvllle Retnew and Parkersburg Sentinel do the West-Virginia field proud, 
the Toledo JonmiU is always primed with Ohio oil-news, nor is there a spot in 
wliii'h oil plays trump that literature does not hold a royal flush. Intelligence 
md petrtikaim are a good pair to tie to, to bet on and to rake in the jack-pot. 

The Rev. S. J. M. Eaton—hls name li ever spoken with reverence— thirty- 
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three years pastor of the Presbyterian church at Praukliu, iiliinl ; 
the literary ^uilcl. He loveci esi)ecial!y to delve iut(» eld IxHik.s i 
letters pertaining to the pioneers ot Northwestern Pennsylvani; 

labors in this neglected nook un< 



HKV. H. J. M. KATON, U.lJ. 


ut traditions and facts whitii “ 
not willingly let tlita’’ Ft>r tl 
Venango Ctainty” lie fnmlshcc 
leading chapters, 1 Hs publislitH 
“ Ik'troleinn,” an epitome t»f c 
to iK66, Lakeside/* a tale b 
father’s ministerial experitaic'es 
Lrie county, laiJgraphies of er 
sketches t)f tht* Erie Presbytery^ 
sermons. “TheIIt»ly City’* an 
embodying hisoliservaliorm in t 
issued as text-liooksliy theC'ha 
Dr. Eaton was my near neiglihc 
hours in his well-.stt>cked litirui 
bis ** adluenee of discursive tall^ 
with deei> satisfactuan On tli 
the street, he rai.sed his hands 


July, 1889, while walking along 
fell to the pavement, struck down by heart •‘faiUire. **Ife wa 
took him*’ to wear the victor’s crown. P\irewell, ** until the ciii^ 
shadows flee away.” 

In the PVankliu office of the ( ialena ( Hl-W<jrks are three suc:< 


of ric'h textures in tht^ literary looni~l)r. !‘’rank H, Johnston, E 
Samuel 1 L Oray. Dr. Johnston was borji in Canal tt»wnHhi|), re 
severely wounded in battling for the Union, Htudietl mecliciin 
Cochranton and in 1872 located at Petrolia. Hiere “ he first chi 
for the Oil-City Pvrrick. hVoni the vtay outset his artides wen 
pitch. Abandoning medit^ine fir letters, lie acquired a thortnigi 
stenography, read the choicest liooks and wrote in liis tH*Ht vtni 
He represented the Derrick as its P'ranklin eorresi>ondeiU walh c 
and the paiier. For sixteen years he has lK*en connectetl wilti 
Works as secretary of Hon. Charles Miller, a place «leiniinclit 
qualifications with which the doctor is unslintingly endoweei 
Pldwin Henry Sibley, horn at Ikith, N. Y., in 1H57, is a hi 
Joseph C. Sibley and has resided in Franklin twenty-thiee y 
graduated from Cornell University in iHHo. For sc*vi*ra! year 
treasurer of the Galena Oil-Works anti nianiiger of ^ 

Prospect-Hill Stock-harm, positions tif responHibllify to whir 
address, his training and his InisinesH-metluHls adapt him pre-eii: 
years in succession he 1ms been unanimously <?Iet!tt*d I’reHidcatt 
vania Jersey-Cattle Club. Pie has bettn at*tivt* and tdfit ient In 
laudable work of the University Extension Society. Undt^r gnh 
Crusoe Smith, Sage of Cranberry Cross»RoadH”--the SniitliH itr- 
the by-play of I’ocahontas— he contributes to Pmk and otlu^r \h 
lications humorous articles and short, ttuaini, pithy siiyingH. 1 
keen insight into human nature and rare gift of happy, w^ctiriile t'S 
of his recent effusions— an address welcoming the delegateii to 
convention— is a bit of burlesque that di^erves to rank with A 
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hrightrst (‘fTorts or ihv richcsl paragraphs in llu‘ Bij^lovv Papers. A few bvids 
plut:kecl*at raiuloni from tlu‘ lh>vvery meat) will sorve to illustrate the lng:h-class 
stamp of Mr. Sihli*y*s work in tin* li(‘l(l liis j^'enins adorns, d'hey are literary 
nosegays from his ttTse observations as a philosophic' “ lookt‘r-on in Vienna : " 

'* riu* wUV tUm niunuKo^ hci Imshaml \h a gfuiuH, tht' <»iU‘ ihul hos.si's liijn is a turiar, tlu* cmc 
that tighlMlsiiu i;ui lunl, wluir thenrip that dnca iHHieol them Lsaow as imirh <tul olTashion as her 
l*t'uu<hu<»tht't 'h \vc'<hUui,* k"'' * * 

" file {iVKinir^i <•( Alt ii a ai i* 

•au’h Its* aaime, bill rfa*\vlu'U' 
tht’V arr jiKMlurrtl ai lilieiulls 
hs" a di«*l «»! uad eavi»»iiH 

thtmglUH.'’ 

” * 1 1 lUh i?*s miKhtv ami will 
jursuil,' Iml lotni gemaulls 
ha*» tlse hrlttn itf it till the 
Krs flits ^»rsa*alh 

*• < hu’ t»t tht' KH'atrnl t'vits 
that huituuiits hun Itt t tmieiul 
with i*4 tlml uuuty isrhngH 
have fh ml i’t! ch»svn iVom the 
Ntitlh I’tileatal petnita ia 
iag ihemHelvcH thl ha meti.‘* 
lAamer hts eiH hi inakiiiK 
cttil theii title tlertlM t»( the 
heart tt» their »itieers«urNaKvavH 
reserve at leant a iiari'ttw pHth- 
way aertwN a rttriier.*' 

" Wbe men ami {«M»hi have 
hnilinh thenghtn; hniK tell 
them, svjae mrtt keep them p» 
thelttnelven.** 

'• PatentH tlml haven't time 
tneai reU thrit ehihlien whsai 
they arr '^mnil have time to 
weep ovei them when they are 
growti," 

'• Atfeiiatirm (alias o(' tle« 
ertlhthirn.«»i ) hiin thiee pirkinl 
enmlrn from svhom nhe h sel- 
dom 'separated ‘rheir natfien 
are h'ahe Pride, WeakmindetP 
nenii and Pad ’Pempei," 

'* If one han t»M> mneh vi* 
tality in hin hrainn he eats get 
lid of It tty taking iltrm out 
iiml billiiiii tSiem. If tie hnda 
thin itMt ffiMi'h holtier, tie ran 
1 'ii‘eiimplmt* llir ‘larne rerndt hy 
swallowing a tew* ilose^ id' a 
dreoetioii of fidth-rnrr, .Hpoiik-* 
lore and hynoilMW,** 


” For priiee of mind and 
leiigtti of day^*. pMl this ins^rriptlnn idaive tite doorway of workuhop imd lunne; 7'rtmdiifS’ that 
lei// mti ttmrik tN>rr Aeeew ^vmrjr A(^hc^ are mH waHh worrying' aver nmv, 

’* Ttii’ imrlent l«r4ielit«‘?t om*e W‘orsdilpe<i a golden eulf, hnt the modern Amt'rleani would wor- 
»ihlp ii giditrfi polerrd If they ronldrPt get the gold In any other fitrm to worship.’* 

" The young man who NtitrtM out In life with ehitraeter and brains and energy m his outfit 
will diitanee Ihe one whose wde enpltiil in the money hl« father left him.’' 

Sitmiiel IL Cfnty amlm uiukr his hut plenty of the gray-mattar that makes 
hright writers iiiicl bright wotMfra of the Musph. lie hiia been court itenogra-* 
pher of Vtiiiurigtt county and holds ii confldantlal position with the firm of Miller 
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& Sibley, applyinj? his spare moments to newsi>aper- writing, 
petroleum-trails and incidents arc finisiied wonl-paintings, wit 
shade and color properly disj)osed.’* Like Silas Weg^, he *‘<lro{ 
in a friendly way. Such pajHS's as the Nevv-York 7)v//// strive for li 
which savor of Bret Hartcand “liold the nurn>r up to nature 
circles. Judj^^e of this “ By the Order of the Lord,” fouiuled on m 
rencc in vScrul)j?rass township : 

“ It was back, if I remember, in the year of ilxty-fivc, 

When we formed a part and parcel of that ruihin', Inwy hive 
That extended from Oil City up the crooked crick until 
It reached its other endin' in the towti of Titusville ; 

When every rock an’ hillside was included in a kaw, 

An’ everyone was huntin’ fer the fortune-inakin’ grcMc ; 

When a poor man pushed and elbowed ’ffiiniit the oily milllonali 
An’ ‘ the devil take the hindmost’ neemed the alb|>ervadln’ pt av 
** An we bed formed apardnerihipjest Tom an’ Jim an’ me, 

That was properly recorded as the ‘ Tough and Hungry Three/ 
An’ hed gone an’ leased a portion of some hard an* rocky soil 
That we thought looked like the cover of a fountain filled with 
An’ we set the drill a’goin’ on lt» long an’ greasy queit, 

That meant so much or little to the capital posietseti. 

Our money was all in the well, In Providence our trust, 

An* we waited for a fortune, or to liquidate an’ bu’it. 

“ An’ while the drill was ehuggin’ at its hard an’ rocky wiy 
We three would hold a meetln* at a certain time each day* 

The ‘resolves’ an’ the ‘whereases* that the secretary took 
Were properly recorded ’twixt the covers of a book. 

An’ we passed a resolution by a vote unanimous 
Thet if Providence wo\tld condescend to sorter favor us, 

An' assist the operations on the * Tough and Hungry' k«i«* 

We would give to Him a quarter of the total flow of grease, 

*’ Next day the drill broke through into a very oily wml 
An’ Providence remembered us with strong, unij^rln’ hand; 
The oil came out with steady flow an’ loaded up the tanks, 

An’ the Lord was due rewarded by a solid vote of tlianki, 

A resolution then came up thet caused the vote to split, 

A sort of an amendment, readln* somethin’ like, to wit-« 

‘ Whereas, a tenth Is all the Lord was ever known to crave. 
Resolved we give it to Him \ but resolved the rest we iiv#/ 

*' I fit that resolution, an’ I fit it tooth an’ nail, 

Spoke of dangers such proceedin’s was moti likely to email t 
But two votes were In its favor, an’ two votes it only took 
Fer to have it du© recorded in the r©solutl©n4»ok. 

Next day the oU stopped flowin’ an’ k never flowed no mort, 

An’ the * Tough and Hungry’ combine wii» a* feelln* blue an* iwr< 
But they nailed upon the derrick this iiotict, on a board, 

‘ This well has stopped proceedhPs, by the order of the Lonl/ '* 

The late Rev. Harry L. Yewens, rector of St. John*! church, ' 
pushed writer and contributed many timely articles to the prei 
Fradenburg, formerly of Oil City and Franklin, has pnbliihed m 
volumes on religious subjects of vital interest. 

The Bolivar Breeze, seven years old, under the able manitg^ 
Herrick is one of the most readable sheets published in any lecTii 
try. Editor Herrick is a philosopher and wit, who looks on the 
life and, better still, helps others to do likewise. 

' F. A. Rattigan, the very-much-alive perpetrator of the Mllkr 
once received an article entitled Why Do I Live?’* It was m 
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sid.'S of tlu- slu'rt luolscap, wlifiviiixHi 1>. Anthony in next issiu> printed this 
coiu'lnsive atnav. i : “ Von live l)eeans<‘ you si-iil your doK jfoned rot liy mail in- 

.strad c»r hi’inging 5 t in prrHtm." 

Mflvillt* ). Km, a I’lanklln hciy, son of tin* sonior proprietor of tlic* marble- 
works, is a pc»pular writer of laeetia* and so<*iety smalbialk. Possibly “arose 
by any otlu-r name wtnilcl snn*ll as sweet/' but his cognomen of “)oe Ker” is 
known to thousands of smiling rtsaders who never 
heard (»f Melvilhs I'he aspiring youth, believing 
in the advantages of a big city, jonrntyvtsl to New 
\'ork to look for an tipporttmitv that might want a 
party alanit his si/c and style, thilike }acob for 
Rachel, Penelope for rivHses, the /.ealots who 
prayed {«>r Ingersoirs ctatversion tn* the ( lt>vernor 
of ScHitl* C'arolina Itu’ the Ciovtsiiorof N<»rth ('art>" 
lina to “till 'em up again," In* <lhln’t wail h>ng. A 
stiap nu»gu! liketl die ambitious, sprightly young 
man, intrcHlucecI httn to the swell set and hooked 
1 dm as editor «»f 7 //e iluh, Kerr's refined humor 
pop|K*tl ami eff«*rvt*sc*ed with more “bead" than 
ever» He hobiiobbetl with millionaires, delighted 
Ward Mi Alister and married a lovely girl. Blood 
will tell as surely as a gossip or a talediearer. He 
Ik now isliting YfHow Ktd^ a sernianonthly t'rovvded with good things, and 
raking in wealth at a Klondyke gait from his newest book, "'rim World Over/* 
a gntphic and geographic huriesqiu* that is fiittsl to be read the world over. 
And this is Iniw tin* " Joe Ker" is the winning card in one oibregion instance. 

I jiHt year a compact " lafeof Napoleon Bonaparte," in harmony with the age 
ofst«*ani am! eletirk’ity that wau/t winnow a bushel of chaff for a grain of wheat, 
which had rim through the wititer aiul st>Hng of 1894 5 in MeCturds Ma,i(azim\ 
was pnhlishecl in hook hirrn, NaiHiletaik* ground hud been so plowed and 
harrowisl and raked ami scraped and sifted by Hugo, Scott, Abbott, Ha^.litt, 
Bourriemn*. Madame junot and a host of smaller fry that itsetsned idletoexpect 
nnything new* taau erning the arbiter tif Knrope. Vet the beauty and freshne.ss 
mid innuneii iil this " Life " surprised and captivated its myriad readers, whose 
plt*itsure It Increased to learn that tin* book was the production of a young 
woman. Hie miltniress Is Miss hla M.. daughter of hVanklin S. Tarbell, a 
weiiittiy oibofierator, f ler cliildhood warn spent at Rouseville, where her fiarents 
lived |iricir to occit|iying their present lunne at 'ritusville. The romantic sur- 
roimclliigs were calcnlahal hi awaken glowing fancies in the acute mind of the 
little gill Aftf*r gradiiallng from Allegheny College, Meadville, she taught in 
the stitiiiiarv at Poland, tb, iisslsted to etlit The Chimhmqtmn at Meadville 
and spent thns* yesus In Kttroia^ gathering materials for articles on the dark 
dtiys of Rtiliesplerre, Ilimton, Marat and Marie Antoinette?. She wrote for 
Air#»cia/ Mii *iiirT% and the New- Kn^hmd Magazine, adding to her fame liy 
nil ejchaiistive study of Abraham IJiKTihPs youth. ScribtierY* will soon publish 
her biography of Madann* Rolmnl, the heroine of the Frc?nch Revolution. Her 
mtct^eHM thus early In her career gives fruitful promise of a resplendent future for 
the vivacious, winsome biographer tif the " little Corporal" 

While mmiy umiteM and terms and phrases imcullar to oil-operations are 
uiiliitelligibli? to tile leiiderfiiot its " the eonfuilon of tongues" at Baliel others 
will Im viilwable iifkllilonito the language. " He hm the iand " aptly describes 
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a gritty, invincible character. The fortunate adventurer ‘'stri' 
pompous strutter is “a big gasser, ” foolish anger is “ pumping roil 
less enterprise is “boring in dry territory.’' Misdirected efli>rt 
belt,'' failure “stops the drill,” a lucky investment “hits the jug 
<lrance “sticks the tools” and an abandoned effort “plugs the vvi 
or well that keeps at it is “a stayer,” one that doesn’t pan out is “a 
that cuts loose is “a gusher” or “a spouter.” Fair promise nu- 
show,”the owner of pipe-line certificates “has a fiundle,” i\vvw( 
are “shorn lambs”— not limited to Oildom by a large tnajority— ai 
operator “shuts ’er down.” In a moment of inspiration John l\ : 
“the noble producer,” Lewis F. luntsy invented “the downtrcx 
and Samuel P. Trvin exploited “the Great rnvisil)le OiFC^anpair 
these epigrammatic phrases deserve to go thundering down tl 
Grant’s “let us have peace,” Cleveland’s “i)ernicious activity” ai 
is born every minute.'’ 

Nor is the jargon of places and various appliances devtjid of ii 
student of letters. Oil City, Petroleum Centre, Oleo|)olLs, i'elrt*lia» C 
iirst spelled G-r-e-a-s-e—Gas City, Derrick City and ( )il Springs wer 
-direct reference to the slippery commodity. From prominent op 
Funkville, Shamburg, Tarr Farm, Rouseville, McCIintockville, Ioi| 
tice, Cochran, Karns City, Angelica, Criswell City, Gillmor, r)uk< 
Dean City. Noted men or early settlers were remembered in Titus 
Plumer, Trunkeyville, Warren, Irvineton, McKean, De Golier, 
Garfield, Franklin, Reno, Foster, Cooi)erstown, Keimerdell, Milt 
Pickwick, Parker, Troutman, Butler, Washington, Mannington and 
Emlenton commemorates Mrs. Emlon Fox. St. Joe recalls Johc* 
pioneer-operator in that portion of Butler county. Standoff City 
-contractor who wished to “stand-off” his men’s usages until he fit 
A deep hole or pit on the hank of the creek, from which air rUHlu 
Pithole. Tip-Toi>, nea/ Pleasantville, signified its elevated site, 
the township in which Oil City is situated, liears the namecjf tint sti 
six feet high and one hundred years old— to wliom the* land was cetli 
services to the government and the white settlers. This gniiic! eilcl 
in 1836 and the Legi.slaturc erected a monument ovttr his gnive, < 
reservation near Kinxua. Venango, Tionesta, Cunewago, Allegi 
and Kanawha smack of the copper-hued savage once monarc’li 
plantation. Red-Hot, Hardscrabble, Bullion, Bal)yIon, St. f'etersln 
Antwerp, Dogtown, Turkey City and Triangle are sufliciently ohv 
ville, the centre of activity in West Virginia, is lilarned U|K»n twii 
river. Alcmagooselum is a medley as uncertain in its orlglit ns tli 
of boarding-house hash. Diagrams arcs iK*eded to convey a reiisc 
of “clamps," “seed-bags," “jars," “reamers,” “8cK:ketfi," “ 
■“mud-veins,” “tea-heads,” “conductors," “ Samson -posts,” “ 
““band-wheels, ” “ walking-beams, ” “grasshoppers,” “ sucker-rodi 
screws,” “pole-tools,” “casing,” “tubing,” “ working -barrels, ’ 
valves,” “check-valves,” “force-pumps,” “loading-racks,” “w^ 
■^'royalty,” “puts,” “calls,” “margins,” “carrying-rates,” “sfmt, 
^‘pipage,” “storage,” and the thousand-and-one dungs timt mak 
and present of the lingo of petroleum. 

The Literary Guild is not the smallest frog in the 


THE WOMAN’S EDITION, 

To raise twenty-five-luiiulnsl (Uillars for an annex to the hospital, the ladies 
of on City, on I'Vhrn.iry twelfth, iHyf., issued the "Woman’s I-idilion’’ of the 
k. It was a splendid literary :tnd (Inaneial sueeess, realizing nearly tive- 
thunsand dollars. This apt poem graee<l the editorial page ; 

Cih ! *yid wm luT hrt»vv and wild wan her mien, 

I In f tilt* Idunkcnt that «*vn’ wuh necn ; 

She wan pairint, nlit* wan huit nt the jdain rn|uiHllicm: 

Wc* t you to writ<? lor the Woinun*a Edition.'* 

IliBi balden w«*jH wully, hor hunlmnd looked blue, 

Her house wan dinoiderctl, eat U tootu in a nlew ; 

Do vou ask me to ted why itdn aad exhibition ? 

She wastrylng to write for the Womari's Edition. 

Oh, whiit ihoukl tihe wtllr ? ahe lm<l nothing to say; 

She tmoderetl and thought all the long weary day ; 

The ttue«lioti of woman, her life and her intsaion, 

Mu^tall he touched up in the Woman’s Edition. 

hut what could aheclo-cdt, ht»w could she write? 

She could hake, she could brow from morning to night ; 

She had even been known to get up a petition : 

Hut now nhe muit write for •' The Woman’ll lulition.’' 

She felt that ahe miint ; her slatem all did it, 

Wuuht she latl liehliitl ? The Huiiits all foihld it ! 

If the rest of her life should la* spent in contrition, 

Hh# felt ihi mM*»i write for the Womarda Eilltlon, 

She did It, fdio wrote it, now read It and ponder ; 

She treatofl a MUhJect a little lieyoml her, 

Hut that wasi much Iwiter than total oitdiedon 
Cdher untie from the list on the Woman'n Edition. 

Now hrr home ia restored, her huslmmi Ims imiled, 
hut, t that pleaned look on his hu e wai heguiletl 
lly her cheerful m%mn to his simple comlitlon s 
That nhe’lt not writ© again fora Woman's ICdltlon, 


Till*: (HHI. AND THE EDITOR. 

IT A, Diiii*4itii, flu* !iv**Iy ftlitcir uf tho Rmtlfonl AVw, In mrely vant:}iiisljt‘(l 
ill »itiy Htirl of cdircHiiittT, A Hwi’ct-^girl gnulimtt* ” wrtrtc* a Httiry itpcl wmilwl 
liiiti til iirtiit It. Thiiikitig to ItT lu.T tlttwn gtTilly, hts rednarktH,! : Your r«- 
itiiiiirr fiiiils riio H|ili*uillclly, liut it huH trivkl faults. For iustiinco, you cIostTiht* 
liiti ruuiiry m drinking vvator by Mapping it ui> eagorly with lier 

it»ngin%* IhiiT tliat a iMS’iiIlar way for it rnniiry to drink wiitor ? ” Your crlti- 
oiHtii %iir|irlM:’i4 itio,** said llio IdiiHhing girl In a piiliuul voin*. Still, if you 
think your rriiilor^ ivrnild firofor it, porhapn It would lu^lKdlor to lt*t tlu* t'auriry 
drink wiitor watli ii Doitnmon wiltod liko an iotMToam in July, 

l»rc.ifiiiic*cl to luililisit iIhi story iiml thu girl walked away inktrtisstif the situation. 
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NrrRO-ClI^YCICKMNIi IN THIS. 

AH A».H T<. TUK I’KUIMV r.uN Tl.K RonKUTH TOHP.OO Mo- 

.I'l.i v ANI. Irs I.ICAI.KKH nN|.Kl..<'KI.KNTKl. I.ITICATIl.N M< IONI-IIJUTHRS 

\V<.KK Fataiitiks mcv, tiik Dka.m.v ('..Mnx.N,, i-ortraith ANI, 
KIVHKH V.eriMs Mkn Uu.wn t.. 1 .-ra.;mknts Stranc.c Kscarks 
tK t.oAtlKI, t'llRKKR S roRlKS Til A< •CKR r l>R RHJKfT AS ImI’UI.SK l>R(>MI-rs. 


»i{ urn thmfili nwrrl. huiri' rfr InfiK, }mvk on itnfir rviuiW mirnt, 
iSinlv ffitgtnt'iUH niiti imthiUK iiKut*! 

t itii luuiKht {«» ntir iitWH th«‘ luMt ,’lmwvwrwA, 

in Irw {mmiut wltrti it rnuH*n upufj m tinnwart-H.*' ■ fhtstui. ' 

" j Jriul f «li«i Vint %m WitH lirita ? or in It onlv irtv htnitt ? 

Hr wrtti nwijv tut hmir ; will hr rtrvrr »■omr ttKitiu 'ntmnt hVrmmiP. 
ir.o 1 .1 i. I ntrrr b ito iumor fnlr/‘ ■ 

llHl in ihrif iliiitw # « * likr vtittilrr hlitHtiMl Iwnijjh hy ihutnlrr rlvrn.'’-//m/ftf/>. 

tw lot nis tiftfirrn ttirir tlirgr Jh Hmig,*'-.:.- ( htU»s. 

. i% \wrrmm'\ rvil. w II l■‘or|»r whm it will 
r in ihr trrit on whlrh | jrnnl ■ ■ TmHVurn, 

" To'inomiw in with <h*ti nUnir. 

Aitil mnit hiith hill tiotlnv,’’ //V##//iW. 

«» niwli Irllr ii inir nfirr n tnnit tnirntf? rrlirmr rvrrifli wonl." -• t httNi ft 


Y HKN in 1 B 46 a patient European 

, , , illf iitllilMM \ l\ I ujion a new com- 

■' I I liii 1 / \ / pniind }>y mixing; fuming nitric- 

<\^ V V Hulpluirie-acicl and glyce- 

eertain projmrtions, lie 

ii dicIrPt know it whh loaded. Cdyeerine 

Ih a harmleHH HuliHtanee mul its v^ry 
name mgnifleH j^weetneHf?. Combining 
with the two aeidn changed the three 
’;,»i i IngredientH materially. The action of 

tlm acidit cantied the glycerine to k»se 
hy«]n>gen and take up nitrogen and 
Jit f ^ oxygen. The product, which the dis- 

coveriT haptixt^l Nitro-Glycerine, ap- 
la^aretl meek and innocent im Mary's 
little laml) and was readily mistaken 
? lard»oil. It burned in lamps, con- 

turning quietly and emitting a gentle 
' — * light. Hut concusHian |m>ved the oiIy» 

Mtim-MMm.Mmm mts ItKikhig liquid to l)e a terrible expio* 

.ire iiciwcrlul tiiaii gitii^coilon, gunpowder or dynamite. For twenty 
wiw licit a|i|iliiii.| it.i itfiy tiinful puri'Himt In the iirti, Strangely enough, 
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it was first put up as a honueopathic remedy ft)r headache, because a 
rubbed on any portion of the body pained the head acutely. Janies 
was given doses of it on his death-bed. An energetic poison, lat 
suited from imbibing it for whisky, whi('h it resembles in taste. Al 
attention was directed unexpectedly to its exiilosive (lualilies. A s 
signment, sent to this country as a siiecimen, accidentally exploded 
York street. This set the newspapers and the pulilic talking alioul it 
dering what caused the stuff to go off. Investigation soIva*d the m3 
revealed the latent power of the compound, which had (ireviously fig 
as a rare chemical in a half-score fiireign lalioratories. Miners and c( 
gradually learned its value for blasting masses of rock, h'ive pomu 
in a .stone-jar and suspended against the iron-side of the steamed Sc'otl 
off Sandy Hook, cut a fis.sure twelve feet long in the vessel, A stt‘« 
Aspinwall was torn to atoms and people stood in mortal terror of tlr 
tive agent. Girls threw away the glyeerine prescribed for chapped li 
should burst up and distribute them piecenusil over the next (‘ount 
cotton-padding or charcoal-dentifrice was as dangerous as the glycer 
which is an excellent application for the skin. A flame or a stiark ^ 
explode Nitro-Glycerine readily, but the chat) who struck it a hard 
as well avoid trouble among his heirs liy having had his will writ! 
cigar-box ordered to hold such fragments as his weeping relatives c< 
from the surrounding district. Such was the iutroduHion to mankind 
pound that was to fill a niche in connection with tlie |)roduction of i> 
Paraffine is the unrelenting foe of oil-wells. It dogged and chol 
of the largest wells on Oil Creek and diminished the yield of others 
quarter of the field. It incrusts the veins of the rock and the pipes, ju 
in the water coats the tubes of a steam-boiler or the inside of a tea-kett 
to overcome its ill effects was a ciuestion as serious as the extenninati 
potato-bug or the army-worm. Operators steamed their wells, often ^ 
results, the hot vapor melting the |)araffine, and drenched them will 
to accomplish the same object. A genius patented a litiuid that wouk 
fizz and discourage all the paraffine it totiched, cleaning the tubing 
seams in the sand much as caustic-soda scours the waste-jiijie of a sink 
These methods were very limited in their scope, the steam condensing 
zinc mixing with the oil and the burning fluid cooling cfif liefore penet 
crevices in the strata any considerable distance. Hxi>loding powder 
drilled at the bottom of water* wells had increased the t|uantity ol 
opened new veins and the idea of trying the experiment in oibwells ? 
itself to various operators. In i860 Henry H. Dennis, who drilltfd 11 
the tools in the first well at Tidioute, procured three feet of twodrid 
pipe, plugged one end, filled it with rifle-powdi^r, inserted a fuse-rori 
ploded the charge in presence of six men. The hole was full of watt 
bits of rock were blown into the air and '‘the smell of oil was so mudi 
that people coming up the hollow noticed it.’’ The same year John I 
endeavored to explode five pounds of powder in A. W. Rayinoncr 
Franklin. The tin-case holding the powder collapsed under the pressi 
water and the fuse had gone out. William Reed assisted Raynionc 
Ayers Brashear, who had expected James Barry— he put up the first t 
line between Pittsburg and Franklin— to fire the charge by ekctridt 
developed the idea and invented the “Reed Torpedo,” which he i 
number of wells. A large crowd in i866 witnessed the tor|>edoing o 
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uii iht* With»w Mfitiini*: farn^ four luilus south ofl'iUisvillr. Mve 
ckt |H»AvtU’r iu an aarthfu botiU*, attarlual tt» a strinj*’ of j>;aS”t)ipe, wore 
I at t\vt> luuulfod ant! fifty foot by <lrt>ppinf»' a rt*tl-hot iron throuj^ch the 
ho shook llu'ow the water out of tiu* hoh‘, throw out the pipe with 
*t» as to kuook down tlu* walkiuR-boain and sainson-post, aK’itatod llu* 
I Oil ('rook anti “sent out tub” 'i'ubing; was |>ut in, the old horse 
the puutp until tirotl <jut aiul the result t'uoouragtsl h'ord to buy lua- 

10 keep the Well going oonstantU. I’his was //tr Jirsi rnttess/u/ 4 >r/»o- 
“ iifi fi// ;fv 7 // 'Fho \Vats«>u well, near bv, was similarly trt'atod by I far- 
> hat! liroitght lour bottles of tin* powder frtun h'raukliu and was devot- 
[Uio ti> '* lilaHtiug wells.** kVa his sca viees at tht* h'ord wt‘ll he roeeivotl 
lollars. Harper, William Skinner aiul a man nametl Pt»tter formed a 
liip for this pmpose, I'liey lorpedootl the Atlams well, on the Slaek- 
u, beltnv die Mcining, pnlting the i>ovv<lt‘r in a glass-hotlUs d'he tturi” 

: liry ant! no oil followetl the explosion. In tlie fall of ihfho they shot 
II, Walker's well at Udiimte. love torpedoes were exploded in iH6o 
%lin. 1 ‘itlioute jind on Oil (‘reek. Btislness was disturhts! over the 
ilitual outlook, oil was tieetuning too plentiful, tlie price was nuTely 
lint! tile torpedodnduHlry lauguislit*d. 

iam !•’. Kiugstiury ativtaliseil in iHf'ioihal he wtaihl “imt blasts in oil- 
int rease their |irot!utiion.** He torptsloed a well in tH6i on the island 
ute, tiHing II ( itii of iMiwder anti u fuse, whi<*li ignittsl ptTfeOly. Mark 
ind L, (*. Klerrill leeturetl tm eleetrieity in iHrx» 6t, traveling over the 
iuul exlti!»iliiig the fuincaple of 'Hash's Submarine Battery,” by which 
'k at any distance tHiiisiih tlie surface of the earth may he rent usunths', 
enabling tin* oil to flow to the wsdk” hVederiek (‘rot'ker in 1864 ar- 
, torpedo to be tlrofiped imt» a Well and fired by a jnsttil t'artridgi' in^ 
I the bottoni «»f the till sheik Almut thirty torpetUies were exidoded 
o III iHf»5, nil of them in wells filled with water, whieh served as tain})* 
iiHlUH jones, jameH K. Jones ami David (‘ard exjiloded them in wells at 
il, Ohio, fosepli ("handler handled two or three al Iloneer and 
Kuril firetl one of hk own tsinstruetion in May of iHf>4. Mr. Beardslee 
irk a vein of water by drilling a hole five ft‘et and exphiding a ease of 
ill tlie bolloiii of a W‘ell In 1844, near Rochester, N. Vk— a*atne tti the oil- 
litl put ill II sctire of shots in 1B65. As long ago as iHoH the yield tif 

11 Well ill loirl Regent was duiihk*d by drillinga stnall imle and firing 
.y of powdrr, i\ flowing- well on the lease tieside tlu* Ch’oeker Htofiped 
? liilter was lor|MaJi.ied and was rigged for pum|iing. It pumpetl ” lilac'k 
water/* slurring that the torpedo had opened an undergronnti con- 
lelweeii the two wrilti, the eff**cts of tile explosion reiicliing from the 
to its iic'igbbor. Willlani Reed inride a can strong enough to resist the 

of lit** wiilet, let it down the Olswell wt»B on C'therry Run in 1B63, 
dint liargr II by tderiridly ami c^xploded it by Hllding a hollow weight 
filriitg to strike a perrussioiecap, 

villishiiidliig tliese fm*ls, which tlemonst rated that the yield of oil and 
d been im reastt! by exploding powder hundreds of feet under w‘at«*r, 
nlw^r iif 18114 C*ok IC A* L, Roberts applied for a patent for ”11 prot'ess 
;siiig llie |ifotliic4iviite»s «if olbwelli by auising an explosion of gun- 
If its ri|iilvaliiit id or near the oil-tmirlrig |K>int, In connection with su- 
ilirnt lliilil’hittipliig ** He rialitied that th^ action of a shell at Fred- 
rg ill wliidi exploded In 11 inlll-riice, suggasted to him the Idea of 
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bomba rtling' oil-wells. I lowrver this may In* it lias limi sit 
Krecleric'ksburjj^ at tlu* (iatt‘ specitied in liis papers llir Cult 
(Irawinj^s and presented no appHeatittn fur l aiUTs Patent fui 
IU‘ constrneted six his torpedoes and arrived with tluau at 
nary of 1865. Captain Mills permitted him li» test fiis piiare; 
well, near dltusville, on jannary Iwettty first. l\vo t<»rpedor 
and the well flowed oil and parafhite. Reed, Harper ami ihr 
fihal applications for patents and eommeiu-t'd pr4H*eedin|p% 
The suits draji»g'ed two years, were decaihal in favor of Roheri 
tile patent that was to become a griev«ms inonopolv. 

A company was organized in New York to < tinsiriirl lt»ij 
on the business extensively. ()peratt»rs were riithf‘r sc'eplit'al 
tages of the Roberts method, fearing Itu* missdes wtnik! sliiil 
destroy the wells. 'Phe Woodin well, a th y lnde on the IIUh 
two injections and pumped eighty barrels a day in Heertiilier 
1867 the demand increased largely atul many siiilH for infrin|! 
tered. Roberts seemed to have the courts on Ins jade aiitl In 
tions against the Reed Toriiedo-Company and JameH I hi 
infringements. Justices Strong and McKennait iiet'idcd itgaiits 
Producers Hubscrihed fiftydhouHaml dollars to lireak clown ih 
and confidently expected a favoralde issue. Judge C#rier, 
mulcted the Reed Company in heavy damages. Nickerwiii ai 
niouH, clever fellows, fared similarly, Roberts stibstitiUetl Ki 
guniiowder and established a manufactory of the explosive 
The tortK*do-war became general, determined and tiitcofiipron 
no{)oly diarged exorbitant |»rices two Inmdred dollars for ii 
and an army of “moonlighters’* nervy num who jait in torp 
stirang into exLslence. The “moonlighters” eflecled greal in 
first used the “gtedevil drop-weight “ in the llutler held In iH; 
crowd hired a U‘gion of spies to report operators who |iairfiiii/< 
well-shooters. The country swarmeii with these eniissarief 
siiit in the street or near a wi*ll after dark without datiger of li 
crew. Unexampled litigation followed. AtHjui 
were threatened and mtisi of them liegun agahiHl |iriM.hirrrH a 
ing the law by engaging “ inoonlighterH.” The array of m 
imposing. It included Bakewell ^ Clirisly, of Piilsburg, aiiti l 
of Philadelphia, for the torpedo-coniimny. Kellar ^ Illakr, ir 
Ceneral Bei\|umin F. Butler were retainisl by a niiiiilier of tli 
of the individual suits were setthal, the iimioyaiice of tryiiig li 
fee.s of lawyers and enormous costs indticdug the tipmilorfi to 1 
as they could. By this means the coffers of the roiiipaiiy %vi*i 
flowing and the Roberts Brothers up milliom* of ilfilfi 

The late H. Bucher Swope, the iMlIliimt illHliii I'atloiiicv « 
especially active in behalf of Roberts. The bitler fi-rliiu; I'tig 
victions deemed unjust, awards of ffxci*Hsive damages and tiiii 
ments found expression in ^minted newspaper paragraphs I 
served in scrap*books every item regarding his 
his associates. One poetical iquib, written by me unci priiilr 
71mes, incensed him to the highest pitch and was i|Uiitetl by 
argument before Judge McKennan. I1ie old Jiiclgii lirls^tlrd 
dently he regretted that it was Intyond liis power to m»iiteiire i 
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pvmivniuay iur (lariuK hiut that law was iu>t always justice. He had not 
IraveliHl ciitile sc* tar i>u the tyraniueal n^ad as some later wearers of the t^rmine, 
wlun “dressed in a little brief authority, play such fantastic tricks before high 
leaven as maki! the angels wt‘ep“ andcauisigu workingmen to limbo for pre- 
>atining to prestmt the demamls of organized labor to emidoyers I It is not 
haigenc' \. Ih’liH (U th(! mouthing anarchist, but the overbearing corporation- 
Und on the luiuii, wht> is guilty t>f “contempt of court.” 

'bhe kubet is patent re issued in June of I S73, perpetuating the burdensome 
loail ujH»n oil pMHlucers. In Ni>vember of 1876 suit was brought in the Circuit 
Court against IVtrr Sduviher. of Oil City, charged with infringing the Roberts 
prut ess. Selu ether’s Imvedo duplieated the iinttutented Crocker cartridge and 
Robetls watUt’d his scalp. I he case was contested keenly four years, coming 
U|i lor final argmnent in May i»f 1879. Ihmry Baldwin and James C. Boyce, of 
oil t ity, atui Hon. J, H. (fstticr, id hranklin, were the defendant’s attorneys. 
Mr. Boyci! collectml i% mass of ti‘Stiimmy that seemed overwhelming. He spent 
years working np a masli'rly tlefense. By uniin})eachal)le witne.s.ses he itroved 
that explitsives had \wvn nsed in water-wells and oil-wells, substantially in the 
maimer patmted by Roberts, years befttre the Iiolder of the patent had been 
lieard of as a torpedoisl. But his timslerly efforts were wasted upon Justices 
Stnuig and McKemuin. They Inid sustained the iuotu>j)oly in the previous suits 
luul apparently would not rifverse themselves, no matter how convincing the 
reasons. Mr. Sclireil>er, wearied by the law’s interminable delays and thirty- 
tliiitisaiul df illai s td eK|H‘mliture, decided not to suffer the further annoyance of 
appealing to llte ihuted%StateH Supreme Ctmrt. The great body of producers, 
illsgUHted with the courts iitul tlespniring of fair-play, did not care to provide the 
ftmils to carry the case to the highest tribunal and loc-k it ui) for years awaiting 
a hearini;. The fliHul of liglit thrown upon It by Boyce’s researches had the 
effis t of preventing an extension of the patent and reducing the price of tor- 
pedoi H, thus benefiting the oil region greatly. Mr. Boyce is now practicing his 
profession in Bittsbnrg. I le residetl at ( >11 City for years and was noted for his 
bright wit, his incisive logic, his profound intere.st in education and his social 
accaimpUshnients. 

Col. Hdwartl A. L, Roberts died at Titusville on Friday morning, March 
twenty diftii* iHHi, after a short illness. His tlemise was epute unexpected, as 
lit* cctniimirtl in ordinary health until Tuesday night. Tlien he was seized with 
ifileriiiillent fever, whkh rapidly gained gnumd until it proved fatal. A mo- 
itiriil liefiire diHiitilnlhm heiisked Hr. Freeman, wlio was with him, fora glass 
of water. Drinking It find staring intently at the doctor, his eyes filled with 
Iciirs iiitd he Haiti, “ I am gone.” rressing liack upon the pillow, he expired 
alititmi instantly. CAik RcibertH was born at Moreau, Saratoga county, New 
Ytirk, ill At Hcventetfii he enlisted as a private, served with commend- 

iililc bravery In tin? Mexican war and was lmnoral)ly discharged after a ser- 
vice of two yearii. Returning to his native place, he entered an academy 
and |i.ceicd ticvcral years iu*t|ulrhig a higher education. Subsequently he en- 
tered titr dritl.il office of liiH bfiither at Foughkeepsie, N. Y. Still later he 
mnov«*tl to till* city iind witli his lirother, W. B. Roberts, engaged in themanu- 
iictnre of diiibil tuittcriak For his improvements in dental science and articles 
hi* wan awarded f%ever#it gcilcl-meclftli by the American Institute, He patented 
viiriotiH ItivrnlloiiH tlial have l;»een of great aervic© and are now in general use, 
III III** iiibff*gbti he wiii best known m the owner of the torpedo-patent bear- 
ing hit niiiiie. If« cititie to Titusville In January of 1865 and the same month 
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exploded two shells in the Ladies’ well, increasiiii** its yield largel 
that time to the present the use of torpedoes has roiUinuetl. I’he 
over the patent and infrinj^enients attracted widesjuvad attenticHi. 
week of his life Col. Roberts said he had expended a (piarter-niillion 
torpedo-litij^ation. He w'as responsiblt* for nua'e Lawsuits than any t 
in the United States. A man of many ecaaaitricnties and strong ftadini* 
always liberal and enterpri.sing. He left a large fortune attd one of 
profitable monopolies in the State. In i<S69 he married *Mrs. Cdiase, : 
from her in 1877 and lived at the Brunswi('k Hotel. His widow and 
dren survived him. Col. Rol)erts did much tt> build up 'ritusviile 
funeral was the largest the town has t‘ver witiu‘ssed. He sleeps in \ 
cemetery and a peculiar moninuent, emblematic of the torpedo, n 
l)urial-plot. 

On the palatial Hotel Brunswick, which ite built and nurtured as 
of his eye, Col. Roberts lavished {)art of his wealth. He det’orated 
nished it gorgeously from cellar to roof. The at>t)ointmeut.s were 
throughout. If the landlords he engaged (’ould not meet expenses, tlr 
paid the deliciency ungrudgingly and sawed wood. Finally the lu 
conducted in business-style and paid handsoitiely. h'or years it has 

by Charlt^i 
drewH, who 
vvitlt a talei 
tebkeeping 
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in nHf>7 mn! wmawil to 'ritusvilU* in iHe)H, rfsidin^ thnrn until his death, 
he was eleeieil mayor, but his intense longing for a st‘at in Congress 
ver gratified, 'fhe tnbprodueers, wliom the vexatious tor|H*do”Suits 
ot under tlu* eollar, tipposetl him resolutely, lit* ha<l sueeeeded in his 
!on and his Intsiness anti his enmming ambition was to go t(» Washing- 
lie arrow of iioHtieal disappointment prieketl his temper at times, al« 
til the last he ^aipported the Rt‘puhKean party zealously. Dr. Roberts 
lan c»f market! eharaeterisiies, tall, sloully built autl vigorous meulally. 
mueh tt> atlvanee the inttTests of his adojUtsl taty and was rt*speetetl for 
rage, his earnestness and his hcsievolenee tt> the jHu)r. 
n, William H. Andrews managed the <*ampaign of Dr. Roberts, who 
the atlroitness, jiluek anti push of tin* tanning leader and ust*d his in- 
to elert him t h.drman t>f tin* C'rawfordd'ounty Repnhlit'an C'ommittee. 
ftu nietl the thities s<» eapahly that la* .st'rved four terms, was .stsTetary of 
le tannmiUee in tHH; H anti its ehairinan in iHtp i. Mr. Andrews was 
Warren eounty and at an early ugt* entered uimn a mereanlile eareer. 
ddished large tlry-gtHuls sttirt*s at 'ritusville, hVanklln and Mt*advillt\ 
red miHlern itleas and did a Irt'tnendous 
H. He utlvertwed by the page, ran ex* 

•trahm at Huilable periotls and stdtl his ' e. , 5,^ ■■ 

It prlees Iti attraet multitutlt*H td eus» ' 

Notiucly ever heard of dull trmie or \ 

neH at any of the Antlrew's Htores. Re» mm ' \ 

tti tdiu‘itinati, he tipened the biggest -A 

thf* «ity iiitd fdrtetl Itn-al merehunts to \ * ' 

Hit t,if the old rut and hustks But the 
if I'letroleum, the motion of the walkings 
he dash and spirit of olbrt^gitm life were 
ill PorkotHiliH and Atulrews returned hi 
ile. He eiigagial In polities with the ar- 
bat! dktilayetl in trade. 1 1 is skill ns an 
er saved the CongreHsioUid tlistriet frtim 
-eiibitekers am! won him the eluiinnan- 
the Mepiibluaiii StateAannmittee. He 

U%ai terms In the Legislature and was eitTted iti the Senate in 1H94. 
halnnan of the Henatorial eommittee appointed last session to “ Lexow 
•Iplitii and llttshurg. His tirother, VVh R. Andrews, eilited the Mead- 
and wm sec^retary of the State Committee, Another, Charles J. 
m, wm proprietcir of the Hotel Brunswiek and an active politieian. 

" Andrews rarely w'listen liis breath on long-w'inded speeches, wisely 
iig til do effective work in I’ommittee. No member of the House or 
Is more inlliietitiiik itiort? reiuly to oblige his friends, more souglit for 
tnd Miirer of nirrylng through a bilk He enjoys the confidence of Sena 
ty iiiid IiIm next promotion may be to the DnihHbStates Senate as sue* 
•if Mnitlirw H, lilitiielf. Mr. Amlrews lives at Allegheny, has oil-wells 
Ttdi Run ititd a tilg farm In the Hutnirbs of Titusville, is |>rominent in 
idtwtrles and 11 representative citizen. 

idttitlly the itynntlly of explosive in a tort>edu win increaged, in order to 
II wider itreii of oibbeiiring rrek, A hundred quarts of Nitro-CBycerine 
?tm isiecl for 11 tliigle shot. In such instances it li lowered into tlie well 
, one rtistliif upon iinothtr at the bottom of the hole until the desired 
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.amount is in place. A cap is adjusted to tin* top of th<* last ('an, tlu 
■lowered the Nitro-Glycerine is pulled ui>, a weight is dropped upcm ll 
;an explosion etpial to the force of a ton of guttpowder ensues. In 
'Onds a shower of water, oil, mud aitd pc*hl>Ies asetauls, saturating t 
•and pelting broken stones in every direction. hYank 11 . 1 aylor grap 
^scribes a scene at Thorn Creek : 

“ Oil October twenty-seventh, 18H4, those who stood at the tirirk fit'hcioldicnwe lu 
■offices in theThorn Creek district nnd saw the Semple, Boyd ^ Armstrong No. j tor|n 
upon the jifrandest scene ever witnessed in ( )ildom. Wlien tiir shot took edect nnd the 
as if smitten by the rod <»f Moses, poured fortli itstorrant of oil, it wiis sm 1 » a magnitice 
apectucle that no painter’s hriish or poet’s pen <‘ould doit justice. Men himilliu w*: 
derful sights of the oil-eonntry were struck dumb with uHtouishmcnt, an they heiieli 
display of Nature’s forces. Tliere was no sudden ieac*tlc)« uftei the tof|i«?do wiwt* 
column of water rose eight or ten feet and fell buck agaiti, some time cliumHi |jrfot< 
the exiilosion emptied the hole and the burnt glycerine, mud and nund rmihrd up hi tl 
a black stream. The blackness gradually changed to yellow; them* with a mighiy 1 
burst forth with a deafening noise, like the thunderbolt set free, h'or a iwunent the 
bid the derrick from sight and then, as this cleared away, a solid golden column h 
diameter shot from the derrick-lloor eighty feet through the air, till it broke In hug! 
crown-pulley and fell in a shower of yellow rain for rtuin around. Fot avtr an hot!! 
column of oil, rushing swifter than any torrent and Hlridght asu mountain pine, uni 
floor and top. In a few moments the ground aroutid the derrick wa^ covered iin hi 
petroleum. The brancires of tbe oak-trees were like huge yellow plumes and a utreari 
a man’s body ran down the hill to the road, It filled theipm e bmeiuh the iutiiill 
continuing down the hill through the woods beyond, spread out u{>«»n the where 
"Well is. In two hours these flats were covered with a fUswl of oil. The hill-side 
yellow freshet had passed over it. Heavy clouds of gas, almost obscuring the ilcrrk 
Tn the woods, and still that mighty rush continued. Some of those who wltneiwttl 
' the well to be flowing five-hundred barrels pr*r hour. Diims were built acroii th« fitr< 
r production might be estimated ; the darim overflowed and were swept away before tl 
• completed, People living along Thorn Creek packed up their household •gmitl a ain 
VhlU-sldes, The pump-station, a mile aiid»a*half down the creek, had toenilngtifoh i 
might on account of gas. AU fires around the district were pnt out. It was Nieridly a 
It was estimated that the production was tendhouiarid biirreis tlic first t went v* four 
foreman, endeavoring to get the tools into the well, was overcome by the gaii and ft 
bull-wheels. Pie was rescued immediately and medicid aid svjmnumd. 
two hours, but subsequently recovered fully, Severn) mt?n voluntetred 10 undcilak 
shutting in the largest well ever struck in the oibregion. The packer for the oibuti 
on the bull-wheel shaft, the tools were placed over the hole and run In. Ilul the prei 
-solid stream of oil against It prevented its going lower, even with the w 

itwo-thouiand-pound tools. Onc-thousatid pounds additional weight were iddfd bt 
was fitted and the well closed. A casiiig*con«ecllon and tubingdlnes ronnectcil ilic 
tank.” 

Had the owners not torpedoed tltis well, which they lK?ileve<l In I 
■value would never have been known. Its roncechni fiiihire woiiltl liii 
ambitiouB operators who held adjoining leases and changed the ettll 
of Thorn Creek. 

Torpedoing wells is a ha/atrdoim busines.H. A |>rcifessioriaI wt! 
must have nerves of iron, be temperate in his haltits anti keetily alivi* 1 
that a careless movement or a misstep may send him flying iiilf > fipac^ 
Sanders, a veteran employ^ of the Roberts Company* fired sk -111011 
pedoes without the slightest accident ami lived for yt‘arH iiftcT lil» W( 
retirement. Nitro-Glycerine literally tears its vkllms into 1 

as lightning and can’t be dodged. The first fiitiillty from its use in ilie c 
befell William Munson, in the summer of tHhj, at Reiio, He opt 
Cherry Run, owning wells near the famous Reecl itml Waiile. He 
of the earliest producers to use torpe<lm*s and mamiffirtiired theiti 
JReed patent. A small building at the tend of the Allegheny M 
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a*. tiiH \vnrk’'-.hH|i aiiij ‘4urt*lu»usr. nuuUhs xhv new industry went 
liiirllv. |*io}rriur |»ru^.j as the result ul his enteiT>rise, huiteriuK^ 
luir iimriuni' in Aui^usl, he was seen no imuv. I low it occurred 
iiiltl fell, hill a lri|*htliil exfilusion shivered the huildinji>, tore a hole in 
luiiil and .iiniiliilaleil ,^lunsou, Houses trembled to their Coutulalkms, 
were llifowii iruiit the shelves, vvitulows 
lallrretl aiifl alitHtl I hi C ‘ttv tile hurrilile 
dnivr |teii|i|r Ir.inliisilly ittlii the streets. 

Iraee of !Vlnin.iiidH lireinises remained, 

‘.iltllieiils oi flenli allil hone stfevvn over 
I iirtHiiid Ion |»laiiilv revealed tin* cfreatl- 
III’ llir |»ri}|trie|i»r ‘Thr maugh'd hits 
irrliillv gallieretl ii|i, |nit in a small hox 
It III Ills former home in Ni*w York for 
ill. llir Iragetly aroUHed |irofound sym^ 

,\Itiiially, morally and iilivsieally Wtl-- 
iiiisiiii was a line s|M’rimen of miinhcrod, 
dily tihriglit nml Inwlwtirdiy. He lived 
iikllti ami heliiiiged tfi the MethodtHt 
lib w'idinv and two diUightersHurviverl 
:| IniHhaiitl mill lather. i\Irs. f^ltmiion first 
III tkillfornia. ilmn ndurrietl eastwitrcl 
^ H mm |ir#ietii-iii|c- nirdirine at ‘roledo, the home of her diuiKhters, the 
r Ilf wdiiiiii itiarried briink edeason. 

I? Metisalioii iirmltired liy the first falidity had not entirely subsided when 
ami viiihii mm addtal to a Ibt that has since letigthened a|ii)nintigly. To 
rifii|»jiriitive safely the tiradly shtff was kept In magazineH located in iso- 
larTfi, III iMlij file KoherlH C*iifn|iany hnilt one of these reeethacles two 
otii Tiltisvlifr, ill the side of a liilt eKeavatetl for the purpose. Thither 
ilropliy, who liad cliarge, went as usual one fme morning in July of i86B. 
ir litier II |i’’rrlfir expli»%liin linrst upon tlie surroumllng country with inde- 
le vinirfire, Horses and people on the Htreets of Titusville were ihrcmm 
rlilrtiiirys liitiildisl. ivlndow-s dropinal into atoms aud for a time the pnnic 
,rflih Thru llie llittuglil suggestetl itself tiiat the glycerine^rnagit/Jne had 
tife Al once tlioy^iiids started for Itie spot. The site had heeti con- 
iititi ii tinge I with tons of dirt seattered far luul wide. Branches 

^wnr li#|ipetl off asihotigii rut liy a knife and harrlly a partiele could 
id of 1%‘liat tiail so recently 1mm it srtuietn fteing, instinct with life and 
anti loiiiity .inti* Ipafing a tiappy career, ’fhe mirorlunate youtli bore an 
lit fiiaiattef lor stilnieiy and rarefulmm He was ii young Irishman, 
a hraki iiwii on the Inymers' Mnflroarl and visited the magaisine fre- 

• to iicikr r%|ieiiiiiril|s, 

. t Itiiirli litm, two miles tiack of lltiisville, Colonel Davison estiihlished 
do iiiaiinla* loiy in A ft*w rnonlliH passed safely and then the trag- 

iif* WIfli liner workiiirii Henry l^tidd* A. D. Ciriffin and William Bills 
tiel Ikivbtiii meitl In flu* fat lory, as was Ids practice, one morning in Sep- 
. A lot ftedo nurd have liurst in rounieof Blling, causing sad destrac- 
I1ii? Iitiildliig wm krnwkml into Hplinieri, htirying the occupimts beneath 
m, All iiroiiiid ilir cii^toittary evhkmcci of havi>c were presented, al- 
tlip ^ilirlfrrrtl |«c4itliiii «if tile hicfory prowtiltd much damage to Tilus- 
Tt»r ftiaiiilrd liialitts of lib caitti|miiions w«ro extricated from the wreck. 
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SKETCHES IN CEU DITOIL, 


while Colonel Davison still breathed. lie did not regain conscious 
death closed the chapter during the afternoon, i'his dismal event pn 
deep impression, the extinction of four lives investing it with peculiar ii 
the people of Oildoni, many of whom knew the victims and sincerely 1 
their mournful exit. 

Dr. Fowler, the seventh victim, met his doom at hYanklin in 1H69. 
erected a magazine on the hill above the Allegheny Valley depot, in wh 


quantities of explosives were stored. With his brother Charles th 
started for the storehouse one forenoon. At the river-bridge a friend 
Charlesfor a few moments in conversation, the Doctor proceedingaloiH 
happened prior to the shock will not be revealed until all setTets are 1; 
but before Charles reached the magazine a tremendous explosion laui 
brother into eternity. A spectator first noticed the boards of the buildi 
through space, followed in a moment by a report that made the eartl 
The nearest properties were wrecked and the jar was felt miles awa> 
ful search for the remains of the poor Doctor resulted in a small U>t o 
bones and pieces of flesh, which were buried in the Franklin cemetery, 
supposed that the catastrophe originated from the Doctor’s boots comin 
tact with some glycerine that may have leaked upon the floor. I’his i? 
sible a reason as can be assigned for a tragedy that brought grief to mai 
hearts. The Doctor was a genial, kindly gentleman and his cruel fate 
versally deplored. 

William A. Thompson, of PYanklin, left home on Tuesday morn 
gust thirteenth, 1870, carrying in his buggy a torpedo to be expUKletl 
on the Foster farm. John Quinn rode with him. At the farm he recei 
old torpedoes, which had been there five or six weeks, having faik‘d to < 

to return to the factory. Quinn i*am« 
river by rail. Thompstnt Htop|)ed at 
Graham’s, Bully Mill, got an aiiffle aiu 
a cigar. On leaving he said: “G< 
Sam, perhaps you’ll never .see me 
Five minutes later an explosion was I 
the Bully-Mill road, a mile from wh 
Fowler had met his doom. Graham 1 
ers hurried to the spot. The body of 
son, horribly mutilated, was lying fi 
from the road, the left arm severed iiIj 
elbow and missing. The horse and ti 
wheels of the Iniggy were found a I 
yards off, the wounded animal striiggl 
distance before he fell. The body an 

WILUAM A. THOMPSON. of the vehiclt* were in spllntt-r: 

tire hung on a tree and a boot on 11 
The main charge of the torpedo had entered the victim^s left sidofibove 
and the face was scarcely disfigured. Mr. Thompson was widely kno 
esteemed for his social qualitie.H and high character. He was born in Cl 
county, came to Franklin in 1853, J^^arried in 1S55 and met his shockini 
the age of thirty-nine. His widow and a daughter live at Friinklln. 

Thus far the losses of human life were occasioned by the exfiloiion < 
quantities of the messengers of death. The next instance demonstra 
amazing strength of Nitro-Glycerine in small parcels, a few drop end 
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while Colonel Davison still hreatlun!. He ilitl !a>t regain 
death dosed the diapter during the afternoon, rhis disina 
deep impression, the extijiclion of four lives investing it with 
the people of Oildoni, many of whom knew the virtinis and 

their mournful exit. 

Dr. Fowler, the seventli vietiin, met his tli»om at I‘*ra»kli 
erected a magazine on the lull alrove the Allegheny Valley d« 
quantities of explosives were stored. With Ins hrtUlirr r 
started for the storehouse one forenoon. At the rtver*hridg 
Charles for a few moments in conversatitm, the Doctor proret 
happened prior to the shock will md he revealetl unitl all se 
but before Charles reachetl tht‘ maga/Jne a treineiulous exp 
brother into eternity, A siH;ctaU>r first noticed the hoards ut 
through space, followed in a monrent l)y a ri'pcni that mad 
The nearest properties were wrts’ked utul the jar was felt r 
ful search for the remains of the potjr Doc tor r«*sii!ti*d in ii ;• 
bones and pieces of Mesh, which were buried in the l‘*nitikliri 
supposed that the catastrophe originated fronr the Doctor's he 
tact with some glycerine that nray have leiiked u|M»n the flooi 
sible a reason as can be assigned for a tragedy tliat brought g 
hearts. The Doctor was a genial, kindly gentleitym and Ills 
versally deplored. 

William A. Thottiiison, of Franklin, left hotiHf on ‘furs 
gust thirteenth, 1H70, carrying in his buggy a tor|MKio to lie ■ 
on the Foster farm. John ytunn rode with him. At the far 
old torpedoes, which laid becni there fivt* or six weeks, liiivifii 

to return to the fitetory. y 
\ river by rail. Thom|wort s 

Cirahiun's, Bully Hill, got an 
a cigar. On leiiving In:* m 
Sam, perha|w you'll never 
Five muiuteH later an exfikr 
the ilylly-lllll riiiul, 11 mile 


J h'owlar hud met Ills ilooiii. 

I ers hurried to the siiot. TIr 
I son, horribly mtililiited, wr 
f from the roiid, the left arm 1 
elbow and mltiiiiiii. Tlie li« 
wheels of tlie biigiy W’ert! 
yards off, the wowtidetl ftiiln 
distance before he lelL Tlt< 

Wn.UAM A. THOMm,N. W*'"' * 

tire hung on 11 tire aiwl a 
The main charge of the torpedo had entered the viniiit% left 
and the face was scarcely dlsfigurtsl, Mr. llnimpson was 1 
esteemed for his social qualities and high cdiariu*ti''r, I It* W 4 % 
county, came to Franklin in 1B53, married In t%f and met hi 
the age of thirty-nine. His widow and a ditugliter live m 1 
Thus far the losses of human life were ocTjuiiofird by llie ^ 
quantities of the messengers of death. The next histitiin* ■ 
amazing strength of Nitro»Glyc^erine In iitiall piireeli, a few 
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cxistrnc't* «>t a virtuous man at Sfrul>j»rass, Waiang^o counly, in tlie summer of 
1870, K. W. Kecifu*Ul, a^enl of a loriH'do-eompany, hid a can of j^lycerine in 
the Inishes, expecting to retmm anti use it the followitig day. While picking 
t)errit‘H Mrs. ('leorgt* luitennan saw die can and handed it to her husband. 
I'hinking it was lanl nil, which Nito«( dyt'erine in its fluid state resembles closely, 
lu'ttennan ptmretl stane into a vessel and sent it to his wells. It was used as a 
lubriciUit for stnaaal days. Noticing a heattxl journal one morning, Fetterman 
put a little of the supposetl oil on the axle, with the engine in rapid motion. A 
furious explositm ensutsl, tearing tlie enginediou.se into splinters and partially 
stunning ihret* nu*n at work in the derriek. Poor b'ettenuan was found shock- 
Ingly iniingled, with tme arm torn off and his head crushed inlt> jelly. The 
mystery was nut solved for luairs, when it occurred to a neighbor to lest the 
contents of tlie oilcan Uniting (medrop tm an anvil, he struck it a heavy blow 
and was fuirhHl ttj tlie earth liy the fore<‘ of the coiunission. The can was a 
r.imnuim oiler, liolding a half pint, and {irohably not a doi?:en drops had touched 
the journal before the explosion ttiok place, Fetterman was a man of reniark- 
ahk* physical power, weighing twodumdretl-and- thirty iiounds and looking the 
pic ture of htsilih and vigor. Yet a cjuurter-spoonful of nitro-glycerine sufficed 
to usher lihiii into the hereuher uiuler circumstances particularly distressing. 

In the full a young man lt»st his life almost as singularly as Fetterman. He 
iitteuded it well at Sliainburg, seven miles south of Titusville, The well was 
lorpetltHHl oil a cold tlay. 1*0 thaw the glycerine a tub was filled with hot 
water, into which the cans were put. When sufficiently thawed they were taken 
iHit, the glyeeriue was pourtul Into the shell and the torpedoing was done satis- 
ftictorily. Ute tubing was re|ihtce<l in tlie well and the young pumper went to 
turn on the steam to Hhirt the tmgine, carrying a pair of tongs with him. He 
thfiwv the tongs lnt«i the tub tif vvuti‘r. In an instant the engine-house was 
ilemolished by a fieice explosion, 'fhe luckless youtli was killed and his body 
mangled. A Hiual! umuunt of glycerine must have leakisl from the cans while 
they Wert* thawing, m the result of which a s<ml was hurried into the presence 
of Its Maker with alarming siiddeimess. 

In August of 1H71 Ftiarles Clarke startetl towards Enterprise, a small vil- 
lage in Wiirren county, iv%\ miles east of Titusville, with a lot of glycerine in a 
veltiele drawn by one horse, d1ie trip was tleslined never to he accomplished, 
fly tlie side of a high hill a piece of viTy rough road had to be traveled. There 
the charge exiiloded. Likely some of the Ihjuid had leaked over the buggy 
iitid s|irings and been loo rnttcli jolted. 'Hie concussion was awful. Pieces of 
the woodwork and tires were carried huiulreds of yards. Half of one wheel 
lodged near the top of a large tree and for many rods the forest was stripi>ed of 
iPi foliage aiitl branehes. Part of the face, with the mustmiie and four teeth 
adhering, wan iht^ hugest portion of the tlriver recovered from the deliris. The 
was 4li»*etiiliiiwvifal and to lUimerouH trees lots of flesh and clothing were 
slit king. lAoiii the ghastly H|>ectac*le the beholders turned away shuddering, 
I 1 ie litiiiditil Ilf retiuiiiiH wiis tiuried reverently at Titusville, crowds of people 
uiiiliiig ill tile last irtbiUe of respect to Charlie, ” whose youth and intelligence 
had made lihii a genmd fiivt»rite. 

A similar bi HiompsoiPs followed a few weeks after, near Rouseville. 
I h»?ireiiditig II steep hill on Ills way from torpedoing a well on the Shaw farm, 
milllitiii Pill** W'us sf*iit out of the world unwarned. He had a torpedoshdl and 
foiiii* t ails of giycrriiie In n light wiigon drawn by two horses. No doubt, the 
roiiglmi^ss of roiicl exploded the dangerous freight. The body of 
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tlic driver wa8 dintrilmUHl in iiiiiiiiti* fragiiiriii*. «*vrr 
was dentroyetl, hut the lu>rsi*s with iiiiiir\ 

foree of the shtR'k iiasHtnl ahtn'r lliiiti iIh'V wrir g«»tr 
had a premuuitiou tjf tliHaHirr. W ii»ii h^m i 

wife aflet'lituiiitely aiul told her lie lir r 

torpiHk>d)usiiu*ss h^rever day. He wa** an 
man, deserving of n iH iter tale. 

In ( k'lober ctf the same year Cliarle-H rainier « a** I 

Roberts maga/ine, near ‘ritu'.ville. where llii*|»ln 

Captain West, agent of the «s»m|ianv. lie w.e* rriiiouti|.: 
a wagon to the maga/ine. I ie ha«dl«’«i lltr isiiih ‘tn in kl 
turn to be more eareful, He matte thirlrril Ifotil i 

tlu* nmga/.ine hir the fourteenth lime. Xe-^t iiraatit llie 
in a eltiud o.f dust anti smoke, leaving liattih" a lt»ir'r «if r 
ha|)penetl tt» he hesitle the wagt»ii and e%» ape«i ttiiliiii l. 
furiously thrtnigh ‘ritUHville, the eiins not taken tail l»* 
wagon. Why they <!ld imt exphttle ka inyslrry. Il»ie 
would have been leveletl itiiti Ihtiysaiiik oi lives losl, 
his earelessnesH, wlneh was eharartrrtstie of the rolliekii 
whoHt? existenetr terniinateti stt shtir kingly. 

'ritis thrilling adveninre deeitletl VnpUm West, wli 
engage in pursuttH more eongtniial ti» fiiitiself anti ngrrea 
ily. He was finely etlutiited, past. Ilir iiirridi4!i iind sir 
dark hair anti lH»ar(:k In Ncivember he liirprdiM.*tl a ivril 
'rhe shell stuek, together we t,lri»w it up, the Ckipbiiit atlpi 
then loweretl and explotletl siieerssfiiily. At partiiiK lie * 
and remarked.’ ** This is the iast ior|.i«.'d<.<» I ^liall piil it! 
nient with the eoinintny will etui next w.wk. tiii«wld»yr. 
Oil City.’* 'Hiree tlitys later he w'riil tii hIiiw»| a ivrii at I 
at starting ; '**rhk will wind up iiiy work for ilir 
the fuel, although in a manner very dilferrtii friiiii w’liai 
The shell was hiwereti Into the ivell* hill fallwl pirxphwl 
eluded to tlraw it Uf» and exainiiie Ihr Nrar ll 

instantly killing West, who wits gtihiitig the iiiit* allaidir 
was hurled into the air, striking llie walking dmiiii ami l»i 
floor a bruised and lileediiig t'orpsr. Hr had* nidml, | 
The main foree of the explosion w#is iti itn* ivrfk ♦ 
tl'ie derriek would have l»:*rri to atom** A ir.tr fo 

recxmiUs the tragie tiose of an Iniiiiifattlt" tar^’rt, dii*" 
whose sterling qualities were* univrisallv ailiino d 

Early in 1873 two yoiing lives paid llir pmalt^ M Nr 
.February morning ** Dm* ** Wriglii, the ioi|Kdo ageiii, 
send a despatch. The mesniige snit, tie iih b 

Wolfe, to ride with him tollir 4 iiisl* tipilw in 

high spirits, two dogs folk wing lln* Hleigli llaitIH r 
dreadful re|.K-)rt lerritled the srltleiiiriii f'toiti llir iiiait* 
n light smoke ascended, Two rmh aw'-av tlw iti’ 
tom fmm Its socket and Ids Imi 

Fragments of the cutter mid Ifte ii*irfie%i ivnr %ifrwii * 
Through the hushes a rlwiii Ijiiic riti ;iii4 4 I414** 

A deep gap alone remaiiird tif tlir .mtl *^rnrrr| 


395 


Xi I h'O til.YCKk'/NH /,V Tlf/.S. 


,u<n . oul.l !..■ tuun.l, 1 ns (.fsplinUTwl trees across the Allegheny indicated 
alike tile iuiee ami Keiieral direeii.m of the fimcussion. A hoot containing part 
ol a liitiiiaii lt«.t was picked tip fifty n.ds from the sixit. Wright’s gold-watch 
flattened and twisted, Was fished out of the Alleglieny, two-hundred yards down 
the streiini, m May. Idle remains, whicli two eigar-hoxes would have held, were 
intened close l.y, A mat hie shaft marks the grave, which Col. William Phillips 
tlu'ii preHideiii of tile Allegheny Valley Railroad, enclosed with a neat iron-rail- 
ing, It is very near the railway-track and the hank of the river, a short distance 
ahove Keiinerdetl Station. The disaster was supposed to have resulted from 
Wright's Using a liatcliet to loosen a eaii of glyeerine from the lee that held it 
laHi, A |« t sjiantel. which iiad a hahit of ruhhing against his legs and trying to 
junili into his arms, accompanied him from iiis hoarding-house. The animal 
may have diverted his allentiun momentarily, causing him to miss the ice and 
strike the can. The horse lived for years, not much tlie worse except for the 
loss ol one eye. Wriglit and Wolfe were lively and jocular and their sad fate 
was ileeply regreileil. Many a telegram (leorge Wolfe .sent for me when Scrub- 
griiHH lit fill! licit’, 

Orir iitiiniirig in April cif 187,1; Deimin Run, a half-mile from Tidioute, ex- 
a lit^ree exfilimitm, wliirh vibrated buildings, upset dishes and broke 
witKl«»w?i hmg ilktiincH’H off. it creurred at a frame structure on the side of a 
bill, cireiifilrtl liy Andrew Ditlrymple m a dwelling and engine-house. He was- 
it “tiititiidlKliior/* iniltlng in tc»r|H»doeH at night to avoid detection by the Rob- 
t»rtH HiHiiierH, mul mm |irobid»ly filling a shell at the moment of the explosion. 
It kite irked the teiieiiient into ttiothplcks and killed Dalrymi^le, jamming his- 
liriid aittl lilt* yfiprr |iortl«in of the trunk against an adjacent engine-house, the 
roof of wiilt b wiiH Hineared with blood and particles of flesh. One arm lay in 
the SI Hid I r reek fourdnindred feet aw’iiy, but not a vestige of the lower half of 
the iMidy rotdd be diHrovered. A feeble c*ry from the ruins of the building sur- 
fjrisrd file ftiHi fiefHoiiH to rt’urh the place. 'Fwo feet beneath the rubbish a 
f liild Iwrtily inonlti*i old was found unhurt. Farther search revealed Mrs. 

badly iiytugled and unconHcious. She lingered two hours. The 
little iirpliiiti, tiiii young to umlerstand the calamity that deprived her of both 
was ndopled by a wealthy resident of Tidioute and grew to be a beau- 
tiliil girl, llitiiisands viewed the Siid specincle and fallowed the double funeral 
III llir rritieirry. It Um been my fortune to witness many sights of this descrip- 
tiiitt, tuil none roiiiprked more distressing elentents than the sudden .summons 
of tlir iliMiiiied tniHtiand itnd Wife. Mrs. i>ulrymi)le was the only woman in the 
oib legion wtniin Nitre eC flyeerine slaughtered. 

h liirn^ n siiclli sense, an Imlebnable impression that prompts an action 


williiiiil all itppiircml reaHtiu f At Petrolia one forenoon something impelled me 
liiipilo 1nli«iulf% a Imtidred miles north, and spend the night. Rising from 
lirralila^ti at the Fttiplre House next morning, aloud report, as though a bat- 
Inv oi boilers bad burst, hurried me to the street. Ten minutes later found 
lit!' msmjt Ibe Hidrymple horror. Was the cause of the impulse that 
•dailrd iiir Iroiii Felrolia explained f An hour sufficed to help rescue the child 
Itoin llte delitk, itr*|ii’fi the wreck, glean full particulars and board the train for 
IrviiH^lom Wriliitg llte art^ounl for the HibCity at my leisure, Post- 

iiurdrr wmtm himd with 11 rej'Jort of the inquest when the ^evening-train 

frm Itrd lldloiiti*. The Tidioute /mrmi didiPt like the Derrick a little bit 
mid llir iiglit of II young ttinit running from Its office towards the train, with 
euplrn of ilir pii|ii*r«iiot « try from the press-*attriicted my attention. Mr. 
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Kvansnaid twt> Tittisvilk* rt‘|Hnifrs h.id vtmw uvrr diiriiiM' 
paper-man clearly relisheH a “ secnip “ ant! il niriifk iiii’ ill i*i 
was rushinj«f the first sheets nl' its !»» tlie 'riliisville 

in^ through the jam, A. hk I*ay, of the ( .iikI 

I/enM, were pocketing tfu* tsipies liainletl ilirfii In* tiw' J 
laughed out lotid and said : “ Well, t«ivs. I tlir 

A i>at on the shoulder and nty hint to ’* guess again*’ lairl' 
"rhe ('ondiietor shouted “all aboard '* anti the train 
the seat in frt»nl of Iniy, his annoyance naild tioi lie 
to hear !ru‘ tt*ll of coming tfirougli irom ilir inirili and ml 
had gathered at Tiditaite. He told a fiiirv-Hinry ttf a ii.tll 
and Morse's visit to meet a fVieml ! A wish lor a gliiiirr at 
he parried by answering : “ h*s ycHirrday'*-^ is»air laii 

^md Ids clumsy lalsilying wouhl have Hhaiiird Af>4ii$a*e Is 
rack was rare s|M>rt. (dearly la* believed me igntiriiiii i»i if 
The moment to undeceive him arrivetl. A tug roii tif titiiii 
his eyes, with a “ s(*aredHsid “ and minute delails td llie iri 
<iuery : “Ih) you still think the /VrriVi* is badly left?*' 
asked me: ‘'In your travels the oila'egkni wlia 

thing you ever saw?" Here is the answa't ; lli«* «hwrii 
henekl that manuscript, turned red and wliilr, cdenrlied I 
teeth and Itissed, “ Damn you !** 

John Osbt^rue, a youth well-known aritl welldiktak in | 
huckhoard loaded with giveertiie d«»wai Ilfar-C’rrek \dilli4 
Parker, d'he <*arg«» let go at a rcmgli |iier'r of rcuid iii a w'n 
ing (Ishonte, the horse and lire vt'lilcle over acres of tree- 
!Hion was felt three miles. Vetiango, t'rawiord, Wairrii iiiii 
ties had furnished msuiy a scsae of sarrltlces iitnl lltiiler wa% 
AUm/.o Taylor, young am! unmarried, wnii in ilie Hiiiinnrr 
Si well at Trmitman. dlie ilro|iaveigl»l failed U* r!i|i|e»dr 
and Taylor drew up the shell, a pria'rss dial liatl «sis| fajita 
was idways risky, Hi' got It out safely and boir ilir lorpiai 
ine the priming. An instant later a frightliil ev|»l*»siiiii siin 
hood. Taylor was not mangled lieyoinl rrrogiiiiioii. m llr 
|>ovvder hmlead of Nilnet#lycerlne, Kor was Ilir daiiiaite 
Jects very great, c»wlng to the tendril* y of ili*’ fnovder to* 
downward. This was the only lor|ied«cdalfdiiv «»f the %‘c4t, 
italtieH havitig induced greater ivtniioii in Itaiidiiiig 

One of the first persiins to reach the spot and galiin t 
Hum Flue was his friend James liarninm in s, 

1 7'ierHhurg dglUeen monllm later, il.iiniitii w.c* ilir i 
comity. On Kehruary twetitydlilrtk he *i«o\r h» l^ili iii 
-dred pounds of glycerine, to store in the itwga/iiie a iiiii*' ii 
A fearful conctmsion, which the wilier can never liit|?rp I 
windows and nn’ked houses to llieli ftniinklioiis ,ii si% i*'« 
To the magazine, *m a slope by pruph^ Ii 

iromsafe, Imbedded in a cave dug Info the liilh was ihr if- 
fdoslves. Barruim had tied Ids leaiii lo 4 small Ifs^r 4ti*i nun 
the cans from the wagon to die safe A i.ivili m 

the magadne. Both Imrses lay dead awl *iiMiiil»oW'r|f^i| ^ 
€>f the luckless agent would not weigh two |'»m. dn. On#- 1*| 


m 


x/ / A'O u f y< 7.;A'/.\7-: AV 77//.V. 

fi, u m.-niiiiK .1 h.ilt mill- .iw.iy, •I'li,' (.•w rfinnunts wm; collected in a box 
am! l«lti«i! 4l I't.iitkliii A wife and several cliildreu niounied poor “Jim,” 
will* was a lua lv, a. live vimiiK man ami liatl (.rteii been warned not to be so 
, ar< lfv. tttlb the d.-a.llv sitill. Mrs, Ihtrmmi heard the explosion, uttered a 
pien tni; •thin k and tan wildly Irnm her house towards the niaKaxin'e, sure her 
ll.iti kilircl. 

W. 1 1 I f4r|iri . vvhii rri rivrti .1 fiaifnt ihr iiupruvemenls \n torpedoes, went 
til ill mill ill k’urimee, two miles from St, Petersburg, in July of 

rirviwitii* 418 shell from a well, precisely as West and Taylor 

liiiil to- sitiiipril down to examine tlie priming. The contents ex|)loded 

ami ilowr iHrirn ii| the lin^-shell ileep into his llesh and through his body. 

I low he %ni uvrd ihnr davs was ii woiultH' Uudl who saw the dreadful wounds 
III' liir nilllii kv liivrnli»r. 

,\Irl\r4ti niniilv Hn|i|ihrd file next instance. Rei)eated attempts were 
iiiailr III r*ii» 4 large magazine on the t'urtis farm, two miles south of Bradford. 
Itiertalddr as it way weiti. llir kt^ydiole of the |K>iulerou.s iron-safe in the hill- 
side wm several limes stwHed witli Nitfo ( dycerine and a long fuse and a slow 
inaliii applied In burst the door. None of these hadhanly attempts succeed- 
ing. i.m ihr night of Heptctiiber fifteenth, 1H77, A. V. Pulser, J. ,B. Burkholder, 
Andrew P. Higgins amt Hiarles S, Ihtge, two of them “moonlighters,” it is 
^iipliirsrd tried |n»iiiitli»g the liH*k with a hummer. At any rate, they exploded 
the magazine and %vere blown to fragments, witii all the gruesome accompani- 
iiirideiit to ^ail'll catastrophes, l'1mt men would imperil their lives to 
hMii a safe of Nilro-l dvreritte in the dark heats the old story of the thief who 
imsityrd to *»ieal a red hot %lovi!. In lluHCiise ri*trilmtion was swift and terrible, 
bill a riwjia^inr at St. Piiersbnrg was liroken o|H*n and plundered .successfully. 

Sm^iilern d*iv% later |. 1 *,. Smith, of Httmville, wlto liud charge of a maga- 
^itir on lliilivar Rnii, lour miles from Bradford, lost his life experimenting with 
glv'ceiitir, Till. Iv. A. I>, Roberts and his neplH‘w\ Owen Roberts, stood fifty 
yarils from the iiiag*i#iiie as Smith wm thrown Into the air and frightfully man- 
gled llirv rsraprd witli slight Iniiises, a lively .shaking up and a hair-raising 
friglib 

llir ’xiifiiinrr of 1^711 was n busy season in the northern field. Foster-Brook 
Valiry wm at tin* In^valay of in‘tivity. with hundreds of wells drilling and well- 
%lunimn vi’ry 11HI1I1 ill e%idenre. Among the most expert men in the employ 
til lit*’ Mobcris Tiirnp.iiity was }, tliirtlett, of Bradford. He went to Red Rock, 
an epl'iriiifa'id oilaown six mitrs noftleeitst of Bradford, to toriiedo a well in rear 
of itir .^IrTItiri’ li«His*%llie prinei|ml hostelry. Although Bartlett’s reckless- 
ties'* was the xtiiirci'* nt mwmkwm, he had never met with an accident and was 
♦ oietidoieti rxlitiiirlv fdriytiiile. It WHS it rule to explode the cans that had 
li#dd llir iiHcvriiir before |iiiiirlng it into the shell. Bartlett torpedoed the well, 
pilrti » ooii aoiiiiitl file rinpty mm iiml set it on ftre. He and a party of friends 
W4itril at tiio hoiri |i*r tlir tuns to explode, I 1 ie fire had burned low and Bart- 
irii potirrdril to iiorsllgnte. He lifted a citiumd turned it over, to see if it 
iiiiilaiiiMi 4fiv uhrtmnv. 11ie art wm followed by an explosion that shook 
r%rn liiiiiv* ill ilivtowii awl sliiiltertfd tHimlterkms windows. Bartlett’s com- 
iwiiiiiirt %%nr kmn km\ itwl the nhmiter wm blown one-lmndred feet. 

Whrii pirkf'il ii|i by m-vrial men, who hurried to the scene, he presented a hor- 
uhk 'rtglit I In rioiliiiig wm torn to ribl:>on» iind hit Irody riddled by pieces of 
till, riii^ ligltl iiriii wm of <?hw# to tht ihoulder iwd the right leg was a pulp. 
ti« intiirt’ril lo ii ln^rilingditntitawl died in great agony three hours after, 
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Stt>rit*K i>f haplt'His iih-uutligljtti's ‘ ’ N*%itliir’tl i»* flu* I** 

vvtM’i* n*('inmtr<l frccjiu’iuly. I’lit'ii Ihimiis’*.*!, iloiir- 

(larkiifss, was t*xtH'pti<»nally I lit* ' 

UmuI in a wa^tai u|H*nly by tlaylii^iiL ll«' wuiilil |»i.t«'r Hi 
j^lycvrino in a nu*al»siu*k, sling' iIh’ tsig uvrr iii^^ aii 

of his iniiMultsl opfratimis, gfnfr*illy at iiiglii. < *ti** 

1879 a “ lUDonliglitfr " nanu-tl Kmi *i|t|MMrrtl .it IH-tlKoil 
catcd atul Insiring two cans uf gfyfrriiir in ,1 i|r-li, 

style that stru(*k terror to Uu- lifartHol all iii.iit 

hered poor HarlU-lt. It wan unsafe lo wresi ii Innii iiiiii In 
Koekers lu‘aved a sigh td relief when hr* slartetl l«» eliiiih 
Hutnuiit C!ity. Seores watt'heil Inin, rxpe* lini-: .iit aMitlnil 
Keed sliunhled anti the eans fell to the griUiiid, A leiiilis' 1 
surrounding eountry. A t!t‘ep hole, ten feel in iliaiiitiei, 
earth sutd lumses in the vieinitv were lia«ily shaken. Tlir' 
direelly under a tree. When an alletnpl \%'m ni.ulr to ga 
mains the greater jrortiint of the Isuly was in the Irt'e, sera|> 
siws hanging from its hranc*hes. llie eoneiission |iav%e«l 
hence the damage to prt»jH‘rty was Hinall. Mrr-tl was dispel 
brush, a fearful illUHtration of tin* iiironipaltbilily whisky a 

VV. (). (dotlmm, Jt»lm Fowler and Ibirry l’'rriieli W'riii 
at Gotham’s Nilrt» 4 #lytvrine factt»ry, insir IVlredia. tui Ihr 1 
twenty-seventh, 1H7H. An ex|'»l*»s|oii during the lot 

mutilated French shockingly and hiiidrti C william's dead 
with hardly a sign of injtiry. Felrolia never w'iliiessrd a mt 
Hionthan tlie long one that followed the nnloriiifialr ihrer to 
hud a family and was witlely krunvn ; the ullirr's wr’r*’ 
and lovetl ones. 

On February tweiHieth, iHHo, Janies Feeiiry and 
in a sleigli with nix cans under the sral to liirpedo a wel 
eight miles east hy n<»rlh of ilratlford, Hir sleigh slij’ifird ii 
sicle-hill and capsi/etl. ’Hir giycerint'' ric|'d«»dr'd, tliriiiiifig 
air and mangling hitti coirsidenilily FVenrv lav tlal iii llir 
the shock passing tiver him anti raiveriiig I'liiii with *ai«iw 41 
face was Hctirt'hetl anti his hearing deHtrov*al, i»iii lie iiiviiiag 
first man wlm ever emerged alive tlir |aw^ of a Xiito 
Me is still a ri*sident of liradhtitl A dwi llnig ilonr to tli*' 
the falling timbers serkaisly injining lw*i «»l llir niiiuH ** 

At two tf chick tin the inoritiiig of I ir* rmbsi I%i 4 fii% iIh^ 
concussion startled the imiipli of lliatlhail iioiii fiirn dn 
glycerinemxjiltmion just lieiow’ the t ii\ 'Itiiiii**, Akm M-ir.* < 
the deadly ctanpoumb whhdi had been ptii «§ a oib *4 li 1 w 
ally tile Hubtle stuff Is sttired in a « ohi platr, to » 4! 1 

Magee and the derrick were blown 'i|vp t% util^ a l« « 
and splintered wotid remaining, I IK tw»» ^ontpmie^i . n 
liouse and got off with severe bitiKi^* 4ml fit'fiitase id X 
named Cushing and Leasure wm^ killitl ih**' 114% tii 

near Limestone. CttHliing ciime to see the itapf'<iii pwi 
standing near the engiiiedionse, into W'imh Le4*mi^> leid e 
accident occurred. The glywiiie in iioi ii4i«d 1*^ ili.iw 
turned on, with the ellect, of seiidtiig it ♦*ii pt 4*111411111 h 1 
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,„,t -.liMU .1 tn.iiU. ill-. .li MtliprulMhly ivHultinK Ih.ni rtiiu-iission, while Leasure 

U'.r* turit tu lf*iglllrnln. 

I-:, Ul ilili'iiv, iiiiHltmJuly Iburlmith, 1880, from the effect of 

litirir. 4 Irtt liMiii-* hrloir, |ii rumniuiY with two other men he went to torpedo 
tiiii-iir iiiH ut'ilMiiilhr flipphirm. Thv tithing hml been drawn out and a 
hiritr- aiitiiiitil m| hvmmv inmu il into the hole. 'I'he tor[)edo was exploded, 
wlirii the |.!,e» anil Iw'ii/tiir iiwik lire mul enveloped the men and rig in flames! 
I'lii- * iiiihf-H Ml wliu wan Iiearesi to the derrick, caught fire and burned 

ifuiii he-i I*inIv, Ili4 linihH, faer ami breanl were a fearful sight. His intense 
he hiiH' hkr .1 h«i'o. made a will and calmly awaited death, which 
raiitr III Im fehii ai mile ifeltirk ill the evening. Pearsall was dark-haired, 
tlai k -ei *'il, 'ilrinlf'r, wif'v anti fearlenH. 

I Pliitiii I Mill lirll We i alted him ** Plum “ — worked for me on the iNde- 
at Franklin in iH7n Ho. Everybody liked the bright, genial, 
rapahlf* v*miig tiwti wlio ^et type, rend proof, wrote locals, solicited advertise- 
fiieiiP'* iiml wtiii mildrii iHtinkmH. He tnnrried and was the proud father of two 
dillilriil: Merlnig me on the 
filreti one «lav Miiitlly alter ipiilting the 
iiT elyitleil tirirlly. 

■” I iini iliriHigli willt Htirkitig tyjH*,’* 

lie 

" Wliiil lire yon ilrivltig at ttowr* 

"Tiiriw'doiiig wrIiH, I Martird on Mom 

tkty/' 

*’ WrIF yiiii get giHHl inly, for 

Its ri%ky l♦ledllr*a. anil ihnPl Itirttbh a thfilF 
iiill |iaragr»i|*h lor ilie olilliiary’-eiiHimn.** 

*’ I Mnill till illy lieM loMwr clear ot 
tliai. t 

w*e* iiitr 1*1^1 ineetnig. He met 
ilir iitir iliat i*%''ert***»k WeM. 'riiyhir anti 

Mioiaing 41 writ at ikikiwiiy. The ^ rLUMKa MircBELL. 

sliaiirri'il iraiiir frM.% In itir rrmt*ti?rv and 

llir wliliiw- anil liitiirflr%t% tkngliter^ of the linnented dead reside at Franklin. 



T: A: ,\|r:Tkilii, *111 riit|'iloy 4 of the Eok^rts Company, was hauling two- 
of giyrrrlnr ill a uteigh from I hivis Switch to Kitwua Junction, 
on i‘'rt»tiiiity iHHi, 11 ie hofitti frightened and ran off. The sleigh 

h »oi|i|Mi%ril III iwvf k n iind the anio exfdoded. Hardly a trace of 
IF I koii « hr liiiinil iintl a lilt of the sted-sbmdng was the only part of the 
Miriidi triMU^rt-tf I llihirriilioii more romplete It would litt difficult to imagine. 

I hr lir^ltiiiilvr fg'irrltirt? of life followed on September seventh, 

fliafh 'I Mira, 4 |lt*iilf»ird ihooler. drovo to Sawyer City to torpedo a wall on 
llir f.iiif' hifiii. It k iillegod Ihiit Rust had domestic trouble, 

»4 llir ami Iii« wife when feaving that morning he would never 
I# mill, I fowtl amemlifed to witness the o|>eriition. William Bunton, 

Mil Of I Ml adiatrtil welb, Cliarlei Crouse, known m Big Charlie the 

faiiir^ lliwdier, tooFilrww?r, and Rust were on the derrick-floor, 
fill 4 iiihii llir iit%i %k$ 4 k fmml lli« firliigdimd mi itruck the cap two sharp 
hhm n m nil lii% ini liami. wm a hllrtdinf flfiih, then a deafening report. 

I ttii.1* Miiiokr 4iiii liiltd fti# ilir. thn dtrrkk was demolished and pieces 
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•of hoard flew hundreds of yards with the fonx* of cannon-halls. < 
in the center of the forehead and passed throu^li the skull. His fat 
lacerated and the clothing stripped off his body. liunton an<l 'Fhn 
mangled heyond recognition, wliile Rust was thrown a Imndrei 
legs were missing, the face was battered tnit of the semblance of 
not a vestige of clothing was left on the mutilated trunk. bVede 
a lad on his way to school, was hit by a piece of tine derrick, wh 
abdomen and caused death in three hours, 'fhree lioys walking 
Slatterly were thrown down and hurt slightly, Mr. Munton gaspet 
up and lived five minutes. He was an estimable citizen, an elder 
terian church, intelligent and broad-minded, 'flirasher and Crom 
trious workmen. Edward Wilson, a gauger, standing ten nwls a 
forated by slivers and pieces of tin, his injuries confining him U 
months. Thomas Buton and John Sisley were at the side of the d 
six feet of Rust, yet escaped with trifling injuries. The tragedy pr 
sation, all the more fearful from the belief of some who witnessis 
intended to commit suicide and in compassing his own death kill 
cent victims. 

The Roberts magazine on the Hatfield farm, two miles Houtli 
blew up on the night of October thirteenth, lEHi. NobtHly diiyb 
work of ‘‘moonlighters^' attemi>ting to steal the glycerine, 'fn 
and minute portions of flesh on the stones and ties indicitled that 
at least were engaged in the job. Who they were none ever i«!ana 

John McCleary, a Roberts shooter, had a rtnnarkable esca|H* « 
twenty-seventh, i88i. While filling the shell at u welt near llayi 
lower oil-field, the well flowed and McCleary lt*ft tlie derrick, Ti 
oil threw down the shell and the glycerine exploiletl promptly, 
derrick and tossing the fleeing man violently to the ground. I le r< 
as four cans on the derrick-floor cut hmse. McCleary was Imi 
through thetiir, jagged splinters of tin and woo«l pierctxl Ills buck i 
he fell stunned and bleeding. I le was nui injured fatally. Like F 
and Sisley, he survives to tell of his dose call Less fbrturiitle w, 
McHenry, who had torpedoed lumdredH of wells ami was blcnvii t 
Simpson Station, in the southern' end of the Brmiford region, on F 
1883. His fate resembled West’s, 'faylor’s, Harper’s and Mitdiell 

In the summer of 1884 lairk Huston went to torpedo it %vell 
seven miles southeast of Bradford. He tied his team in the wt 
some cans of glycerine to the well and left four in the wngoti, A 
down a tree, which fell on tlie wagon and explfKiecl the glycerine, 
the vehicle and killing one horse. It was a lucky escape, if licit nni 
for li^aston. 

A peculiar case was tliat of “ Hoc ” Haggerty, it tciimster cmpl 
Nitro-Glyeerine to the magazine near FleaHant,vi!le. In Dtxxaiilii; 
took fourteen-hundred pounds on his wagon ami wits fieeri iil tl 
twenty minutes before a furious explosion occurred. Plix'eii of tin 
wagon were found, but not an atom of Haggerty, fie Itiitl disiip|M*^ 
pletely as Elijah in the chariot of fire. An insuramxxconipiiiiy, 
held a flve-thousand-dollur policy, re.sisted payment on the groiiiic 
remains of the alleged dead man could l>€ procluci^ci, he iiiigl 
Some pretexts for declining to pay 11 txflicy are pretty menu, bill I 
capped the climax. Experts believed the heat generatecl by the ei 
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fUiltififiH tu rri'tiJatr tlu* luuiy iii.stantanctHisly, luaas, clothes, bools and all. 

fatncH WhuHhi aial WilHaiu Mcsleller, two cHiuaicnccd shooters, were ush- 
t‘red inh* etcriiity cat l)erejnl»er tenth, iHHc), by the explosion of the Humes 
*rtjrpetii» 4 “ofnpanv‘H maga/ine at Beau lb)llovv, two miles south of Butler. 
l‘hry liad |.puie for Klyi’ei iue atul that was the end of their mortal pil|*TimaK:e. 
Six years later, on December fourth, 184^5, at tin* same (dace and in the same 
wiiy, iictn’gr Hester and l.evvis Blac*k lost tlieir lives. Hester was blown to 
abnns ami ordy a few threads of his clothing coidd be picked \i\). The lower 
parttif lllai k‘s face, the trunk ami right arm remaitted together, while other 
porliotiH of the btidy were strewn ar<nmtl. 'I'he left arm was in a tree ihree- 
hnndred yards distant. Huge holes marked the .site of the two Humes mag- 
a/ines, a hundred feet apart. The mangletl horse lay between them, every 
bone in liis carcass broken anti the liarness cut off (dean, 1'he buggy was iii 
fragments, with one lirt^ wra(ipt‘tl five times about a small tree. Not a lioard 
stayed (in tlii'* boilerdmuse ami t!ie iMiiier was moved twenty ft‘et anti disman- 
tled. 'rhe faclory, two lumdred feet from the magu/.ines, was utterly wrecked. 
Ilie young men left Butler early in the morning, Black going for comitany. 
The !ai|i|Misiticin In that Hester was removing some of the cans from the shelf, 
intending to lakc^ tliem out, and that he dro|)iH‘d om‘ of them. About seven- 
luindreti iHMtnds of glyerrine were stored in one of the magai^ines and a less 
itmotml In the other, (ieorge Hester was twenty-eight and had a wife and two 
small idilhlfem He was industfious, steady and one of the best shooters in 
the InisineHH. Black was uveniy and lived with his parents. I'he concussion 
jarred every hottse In Butler, broke windows and loosened plaster in the Mx:- 
Kean Hclioof huiUling, ciiiming a panic among the children. 

\V, N. Downing's death, oti J a miary second, 1891, at the Vit'tor Oil-Com- 
fMiny's wf’ll, hi die Archer's Forks oll tiehl, near Wheeling, West Virginia, was 
very singtilar. I’he glycerine used to torjHslo the well the jirevious day had 
been Ilia wed In a barrel of warm Witter, Next day two of the owners drove 
tnil 10 see the well imd talk wdth Downing, who was foreiitan of the company, 
f hi llteir way tiark to Wheeling they heard an explosion, conjectured the boiler 
liiicl Imrsl ami rtiurned to the lease. Mr. l.)owning’H body lay near where the 
barrel of water had stiMid. Hie barrel had vanished and a large hole occupied 
Its |ilac'i:c Hie vhihii's head w^as rut off on a line with the eyes. The only 
exiilaiiiilion tif die iicaadent was that the glycerine had leaked into the barrel 
mill II siuldeii jar hitd riiused the stuff to explode. Beside the well, in the 
leiifC'Ciirnri, were IwtIvi’ cans of glycerine imt exploded. Downing lived at 
Hivrrlyville. aliove Dll t1ty, whither his remains were brought for interment. 

Drtlitig it torpedo down it well at Briidftird in Sei)teml>er of 1877, a flow of 
nil jf*rked il oiil, Inirlial die shell iigiiinst the tools, which were hanging in the 
derrirk, aiiil set off dm nitro on the double cpiick. The shooter jumped and ran 
.11 tlir tlr^t syitipiotiw of trouble, the derrick was sliced in the middle and set on 
liffc I1i«* rig tairiied anti utremaHiH exertions idone saved neighboring wdls, 
Hir lire was a inivrlly in die career til the explosive. 

I >1 ca^iiiftally NiiroTdycerine goes off by siKintaneous combustion without 
*ipp#ifriit |tiiivor*tlioin C hi DecettilK?r fifth, 1881, two of the employes noticed a 
thill miitiki* rising Ihmi the top row of mm In the Roberti rnagadne at Kirwua 
Iliry rtirraird, emme \mtk and removed eighty cans, observed the 
tiitfikr iiicrriidiig iii fIriiMity and volume and decided to watch further proceed- 
ings Irtiiti a safe tllsliiiic:©, Twelveditmdred quarts exploded with such vigor 
Hull tile iiartli Jarred lor iiillet iind a big hole wtii ploughed in the rock. In No- 
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vember of 1885 the Rock Glycerint‘-Coiiipany’s factory on Minan 
miles south of Bradford, was wret'ked for the hnirth time. (). 
Brown were runuinj^ the mixture into “tlu‘ drowniiif^ tank,” to di\ 
acid. The process j>;enerates much heat and at'id escaping' from a 
tank tired the wood-work. Wood and Brown and a carpenter in t 
knowing their deliverance depended upon their speed, took Vt 
Samuel Barher, a teamster, was unloading a drum of acid in front < 
-ing and joined the fugitives in their flight. Tlu‘ glycerine ohligi 
until the four men reached a safe spot and then reduced the fadory 
wood. Barher s horses and wagon weri^ not hurt mortally, the ani 
ing a little from the nose. Next evening Tucker’s fac'tory at (kn wiii 
miles north-east of Bradford, followed suit. OrifFm Rathhurn, who 
a run of the fluids, fled for his life as the mass emitted a flame. I le 
self, but the factory and a thousand pounds of the exi)losive went 
excursion. 

In Novemher, 0896, at Pine Fork, West Virginia, William I'o 
two-horse wagon to the magajiiiu* for glycerine to shoot a well, \ 
was inside two men drove up with two horses. Unit moment tli 
exploded with a report heard ten miles off. Only a |)iece of a ma! 
ever found. Thus three human beings, two wagons and four 1 
extinguished utterly. 

On December twenty-third, 1896, a half-ton of glyceritie hk, 
Montpelier, Indiana. Two men and two teams were the victims, 
was mowed down for hundreds of feet. Oak-trees three feet in din 
cut off like mullein-stalks. A steel-tire from one wagon was re 
around a small tree. One of the shooters was John Hickok, a gian 
He was unusually cheerful that morning. He kissed his wife an 
good-bye and said, in answer to the tiuery if he wcHild be hcatu 
“You know, Jennie, we are never sure of coming buttk.” 

By the explosion of a magazine at Sliaunopin, eighteen miles fror 
in January, 1B97, two men and two girl.s were killed, one man v 
buildings were shattered and part of the pul>lic-Hch<ml wjis di'incdi 
concussion l)roke window's at Kconomy and Coraopolis atid was felt 
distant. 

On P'ebruary twenty-fifth, 1897, a similar accident at the mag 
miles west of Steubenville, Ohio, blew I.ouiH Crary and Fugeiie 
bits too small to be gathered up. Both were in the frame Imildirti 
the iron-safe that held the explosive wlien tine whole tiling went I 
At Celina, on April second, Cornelius O’Donnell and John Ilaird |h 
finger alone remaining to prove they had ever existed. 

Near Wellsville, New York, on March third, three tons of the i 
probalily from spontaneous comliustion, leaving a yawning chaste 
magazine of the Ro'ck Glycerine-Company had been erecled. h 
near enough to be hurt. Next day John Pike and .Lewis Wnshiibaui 
fate at Orchard Park. Washabaugh went to the tnagazine tt> exam 
tents and the explosion occurred as he opened the door, teiiring hit 
Pike, who stood a hundred yards away, was killed msliintly. On Mii 
second, at the Farren farm, two miles from Wellsville, six-himdre 
the compound sent Henry H. Youngs to his death. His young wif 
warning note and ran bareheaded through the deep mud to tlie scei 
Clark and Thomas Myers were driving posts five hundred feet froii 
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mw wUvn ViiUfH’H clri>vc past tor his load. Myt‘rs vvantt'd to leave llu‘ spot, 
trariaR an aeralrnl. lait dark laiij^hiul at hint ami they eontiuued working. At 
nine ii'vhu'k Mvets stcnnl tipmi a saw-horse inauliitg away at a i)ost. Suddenly 
he was thrtnvt} over atul over, ptMliWininR several somersaults. He soon 
!t*alt/ed l!»at the lenible explosion he leared had taken places With bloody 
iat t*, bruised budv anil a limping ^ait he arose. Smoke ascended over the site 
<4 the luaHa/ine. Matt mtti hiirses and vva^on were j;’one. ('lark was slowly 
tolling himsell iiver th«' gtound and groaning from an injury in the region of the 
stomaeli Bi4h men gasped tor breath. St'rajts of clothing and shreds of 
flesh were all tlial i*<»uhl bt* pit'kiul tip. 

C\ Brown, managi'r of a tiWpedo-comi>any, hxst his life on April first 
wliile sinioting a wtdl near Bvans ('ity. in Butler county. Ib* had placed part 
ot tire charge iti the hoh* and was filling antilher shell on tlu* derrickdloor. 
hare and linihs weri* blown to lht‘ four winds, a portion of skull droiiiiing* in the 
fteltl. Bt'iivvn was an e\|H’rt slumter anti aean [>robahly sli[>petl from his hands to 
the H«» fitri ibly m tti explotle, Heexpectetl to (jiiit the business that week- 

Within sight of Marietta, i dtio, on August third, a wagon loaded with nitro- 
giyeerine tlr4»f»jH’d into a riun k lade in the road, setting off the cargo. The 
driver, |«ihii Met deary, and the IrnrHes weia* scattered fur and wide. Half of a 
hoiif wiiH thi' largest fritgnuitt left of man or beast. M'liomas Martin, working 
on the road a hundred yuiils away, was hit by a piece of the wagon and died 
iuHlantly. |«»hn Williams, riding a Imrse three-lnmdred yards beyond Martin, 
was piu bed from his satldle and painfully brumed. 

Samuel llarber torpedoinl ( #eorge (*rant*s well, hi the middle of the town 
of (*yguct, tin Se|iieinber seveiult, A heavy flow of gas and a stream of oil 
Iblltmed. The gas ratfglit fire from the boiler, a hundred yartls back, filling the 
air tvllli a shert *if soliil tlitme. Men, wtmien atul children were Inirned badly 
in trying to esiaipe, Barber, rhul in oily clothing that Imrned furiously, ran 
until til* fell anti was burnetl fatally. A store and office w’ere consumed and 
lilt* iiHiUitiiile supfiosetl all tlaitger hatl passed, horty tjuarts of the explosive 
had mil tiern lakiai from the tierrick. The terrific explosion killed five men 
oitlrighl, three others expired in a few Inmrs, nine lumses were wrecked and 
evtu'-y pane of gkiHS hi town was broken. Might months previously two men 
were killetl al ifygnel tiy the explosion o( a maga/lne. 

Warren Vatilluren. of Ikdivar, a nt»ted slmoler, has expltKled three4hou- 
tiniitl itirprdoeH in thlaradls and is still in the Inisiness. Three years ago two 
tif tiis bfiiilirrs wtirki’d with him. (hie of them tripped on a gas*pi|)e and fell, 
w'lille eiirryinga r*tn *it nltro'glyceriiie to lim wagon, witli tlu? usual result. All 
tliat c'oiild be fomid of tiis liiMly was placed In a cigar-box, The other lirother 
relirisl from the litisiness next <lay, bought a fruitTarm, returned to the oil- 
Ciiiiiitry kilrly mid lie is agidn pursuing his old vocation, 

lotiii Jefiersry, nil Imllan pilot, died at Honesta In 1S94. One dark night 
lie iiliiiiged Into ilie Allegheny, near Brady^s Bend, to grasp a skifi loaded with 
c*mis of ghi efhtf' that lirtnlied past his raft. Jacob Harry and Richard Spooner 
jiiiiipefl irotii the skiff as if touclitsi the mit, helievlng an explosion inevi- 
titbk% and sank btiiealh the waters. An** Indian JohiOOmught the boat he 
yelled. **Me got li filiii I Me rim It him and tie!'* He guided the craft 
tliriiiigh tltr plttdiy darknesa and anchored it safely. Had It drifted down the 
liver 4 iirrident miglil liavt? lieen the sec|iiel. Happily Americaniti, cpite 
»« mi«l iiiiiih safer, H displacing nllro-glycerint. 

Atitirew iMlrfiiipte, who perish^ at TIdiemte, was at his brother’s well 
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ten minutes before the fatal explosion aiul saitl lt> the pumper : 
hinulred dollars in my trousers and uexl week I’m >;’oin^’ vvt‘st t< 
farm.” Man and wife and money were bUuted tail ruthU*ssly 
west was a trip into eternity instead. 

Fretjuently loads of e.xplosives are hauletl through the street: 
the oil-regions, desi)ite stringent ordinanees aiul lynx-eyetl pt»lie< 
a well-known handler of glyeerine was arrested and taken hetore 
Oil City. He denied violating the law by earrying tin* stull in his 
officer bore a can at arm’s length and laid it ttaiderly on the floor, 
won’t deny it? ” interrogattsl the mayor. “ No,” replied the pris 
seems to be a lot of it.” 'Phen he hit the <‘an a vi<‘ious kit’k, staul 
the wall with a thud. The speetjilors fled and the mayor tried to v 
the back-window. The can didn’t explodi*, the* agent put it to hi: 
hearty quaff and remarked: **Mr. Mayor, try a nip* you’ll find 
goes right to the ticklish si)ot !” 

Men in Ohio, West Virginia and Indiana have addend to the 
those who, leaving home happy and buoyant in the nu»rnitig, eri 
wer^ dispersed over acres of territory. Yet all experiences wl 
compound have not been serious, for at intervals a comit* incident 
page. Robert L. Wilson, a blacksmith on Cherry Run in 1H69 7c 
class tool-manufacturer. Joining the Butk*r tide, he opened a shr 
A fellow of giant-build entered t)ne day, braggeti his nius<“le ii 
stuttering tongue would permit and wanted wtjrk, Sontething 1 
low displeased Wilson, who was of medium sijceand thin as Job* 
he decided to have a little fun at the stranger’s expense. Ht! asl^ 
visitor whether be could .strike the anvil a heavier t>low than any 
the shop. The chap resjionded yes and Wilstm agreed to hire bin 
his claim good. Wilson poured two or three drops of what look 
oil on the anvil and the big ’un braced himself to tiring down the 
mer with the force of a pile-driver. He struck the exact 
soared through the roof and the giant was iiitcheti against tfie side 
ing hard enough to knock off a half-dozen boards. When he extr 
froi the mes.s and regained breath he blurted out : ‘*I t t-toki y 
could hi-hi-hit a he-he-hell of a b-libblow 1” ” Right,” siikl Wilsi 

beat any of us ; be on hand to-morrow morning to begin work, 
worked faithfully and did not discover ftir months that the stuff 
was Nitro-Glycerine. 

The farm-house of Albert Jones, three miles from Aubiirn, 
demolished on a Sunday aftenuion in November <jf 1HI5, Jciiics I 
some Nitro-Glyceriue to remove stumps and set tlie c*im on the flea 
ing-room. After dinner the family visited a neigtilMir, lockitig «j 
About three o’clock' a thundering detonation alarmed the Aubi 
couldn’t understand the cause of the rumpus. A messenger from 
enlightened them. Tlie Jones domicile had beeti wrecketl myit 
the family must have perished. Excited people noon arrived iind 
put in an appearance. The house and furniture wort* sciitlered I 
over an area of five-hundred yards. Half tlie originit! height of tli 
was standing, with a saw-tooth and splintered fringe all around the 
of the oblong. Two beds were found several hundred yards aptiil 
in front of the house. A sewing-machine was burled head 4 m ii 
garden. Wearing-apparel and household-articte were strewn mlm 
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r Mr. bmvH ,ifi*i 4 nnlr of wrrt* vh^winj. (lu* wreck and wondering 

Eh*- Niin^t Ihrrnnv i-\|i!iHlrfl a laint vry wan heard. A.search renulted in 
i|,. ihe in thv branches u( u tree fifty feet ihnn the dwellin^r. It 

amtiinnl the cal ratisnl ihr disanter by lumhinK fWmi the tal)U‘ seme article 
ieiillv lieavv f*» e^filiMle the glycerine i Hi the tlcKir. I'he New York S/if/'s 
iiH griitialkiii Hiii»ii!i| have retired Ui a hark Aence and lieK'un his final cat- 
.ihtigi»ver ilir' ^aifirnur fiedonnanre cif the Illinta.s feline. Janes and his 
hi iiiianiiiitHi’dv liidurned the vertlici : ” it was the eat.*’ 

^1ie fir4 %t.iliiiieiil c».iii|iling ii hu|.j anti Nitr(>4ilv<*erine in one paeka^n? was 
HI bv me ill ileriiiihrr tif at kuuseville, and printed in the Oil-City 

•i, i III* ifriii v\riil llir t'lHindHuf tile presH in AnU't’it’a and luiropt*, niamy 
-4 dtir eretlii and inanv hH*ali/inK the narrative In palm it’ off as 

lal title eii the latter was llrick ’* f’lHnemy's La Onssc* Dtimu'rai, 
I Ltiil lltr »*ci‘iir ill llial neck eil waindH. 'riie tale has ofttai been re.siir- 
li and it wan repiHled in a iNew^hifans paper last niniith. 'I'he original 
Hi of 1lie Loaded Lorker “ risnl thns: 

Irai«#%‘lllrliitiilsiir9 ili#^ lair»i ti}»|wsrHica iitivrltylii eoninjrlioti with Nitr«»r»ly('eriiw. A 
iiaiwti inferfti rt thr riimtmumi from i\w maKintine und c»ntn» 

line I?nj|it*r H frw Irilvliig thr vrsHvl besUk* tlHjdcmr. A ram- 

stg, III urairli til' rt fair n»iC»ltns!m ihiitiri olkmivuirtl the tmiH>litig |»8ckagt' anti unoiremo- 
ilrvi*«frd liiP riiilrr Hoi iHiidiiiiM ili«taat alum uaitm toriioluist imirrged from 

ilsiliiK? iHsPithr ffwiv afiliiiat tlm W'idtut IttUind#. It has full po won - 

lliP »lwl» iidrwrtlli lu proffitnadi*, All the dogs hi town have been 

In wbiiii V *«fti4tirfiirtic l«f frar ihry migtii i.:liase ih# loadetl porker against a post. No 
MillH ieiiiiv trskieio In ki« k tlip r'lHirf . Iimi It slumld uiirntHteiedly enplcKk and Bentl the 
,fiii lit leirtl krhiHMiiiiii ip everla^lliig 'mtiiaih ? Thf mailer k rejiliy la?t'Otning serious and 
I •sM*'- «f # giioiiaiifllilng that has Imhllied two itnarti of Infernal glycerine 

IiipmI i'Piiiiiiiloiii* «l the liiiMt , Wheii lie Is klllrti and grunml up Into sausage and head- 
4 le'ifnf will Ilf adilfil lu 1 I 111 lung list Ihal ImtiMttgdiomirsptmiiesH already." 

lAeitrr. of ilir I liglid'Apliisive Cninpanv, lintl an adventure in 
!i of n%:|ti iinil lir wriiild nt»i re|'ieal fur a hatful of diumniHls, Me ItHided 
limlml *if glvreriiie at Ihr inaga/aiie near Kane City. On Rynd 

■lie iilipjird iiimI *»iir Iril. llie driver fftirn his seat tt> linkl 

liiii.il's iiea«l lliat it iiiigiil mil sirugicle. He rut the other horse free from 
a»Ulir road *ikir1rd a predpke and the frightened beast’s re Ing 
iliirigiiig w«*iild aliiiosi ceilaiiilv eintnp the wagon ami outfit over the steep 
XoIuhIv %%as ill dglil, the tiriver hurl no chance to bkK?k the wheels and 
aipHi flatted down tin^ hill hark ward. 11te vehicle, with its load of cotk 
d time kepi llie riiiid a kn%’ yards and pitched ovt*r the hill* turn- 

aiii'tsaitiiH III Its drsf rill It hfoiight lip Htamling on the tongue in a heap 
itirH lit*' niirf»« wrrr loiii oft the WHigtHi lutd the cium of the explosive 
iiiduh ‘#aiirird hrveii ill iiite titirich were picked up ten yards below 
Mil A lliirr Mitiii*ird hoir had been jiittiined in the Irottom of one of 
i*iii liiMii * 4ie» and iht' ciiisieiils wwe emniping. Darkness came on Ix?- 
Ii*’ 1 ‘oiild hr frinoved In it place of iitfety, Foster secured a 

il liiiiiir*, alter iirraiigittg to Itavti the stuff taken to the factory next 

lilt iliiw lii*‘ c%pi*nivr, alllioitgii ciMtgeided, stood tlu* shock of going 
hr lull 4tid 1 * allentiic atioiil wdlioiil soaring sky ward is one of tlie unfatir* 

tiH vif'ilrv, III Ilir Xiiiii l♦lyrel1lle biisitHm 

i*olidi fr'tiitriii Ilf' !sittiih till illy carried home what he hmk to be an 
loiiialot till iitir ilittiif rd to it|met it from a shelf in the kitchen, 

adhered to the tin. The can burnt with 

I %iolt‘iiir, lilowiiig ♦♦III line side of the kitchen, destroying the woman’s 
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eyes and nearly blinding her little daughter. A woman at Rouse v 
^glycerine, mistaking it for lard-oil, into a frying-pan (ui the stove, 
husband came into the kitchen. He snatched uj) the pan and Ian 
snow-bank so quickly the stuff didn’t burst the coml>ination, I lu* ^ 
to scold him, but fainted when he explained the situation. 

The wonderful explosion at Hell-(iate in 1876, when (leneral N 
two-hundred tons of dynamite and cleared a channel iiUt) New-Y 
for the largest steamships, brought to the front the men who alv 
something that beats the record. A grouj) sat discussing Newtoi 
ffiient at the Collins House, Oil City, as a Southerner with a inilitii 
tered. Catching the drift of the argument he said : 

"‘Talk about sending rocks and water up in the air! I knew; 
knocked the socks clear off this little ripple at New York !” 

“Tell us all about it, Colonel,” the party chorused. 

'“You see I used to live down in Tennessee. One day I m< 
•driving a mule that looked as innocent as a cherub. The farmer 1 
with a brad in the end of it. Just as I came U|> he gave the mt! 
Kext moment he was gone. It almost took my hrealli away to 
snuffed out so quick. The mule merely ducked Ins heat! and sini 
ihind. A crash, a cloud of splinters and the mule and I were alon 
^ trace of farmer or wagon in sight. Next day the papers had i 
4a shower of ffesh over in Kentucky and I was the only persoti wlu 
;|)iam the phenomenon. No, gentlemen, the dynamite and Nitro^C 
iHell-Gate couldn’t hold a candle to that Tennessee mule 1 ” 

The silence that followed this tale was as dense as a London fog 
Thave been cut with a cheese-knife. It was ffnally broken by a Deti 
who was a newspaper man and not easily taken down, extending ai 
ito the crowd to drink to the health of Eli I Adkins’s and ft a* I 
;greatest rival. 

Wil'Uam A. Meyers, whom every man and woman at Bradfortl 
admired, handled tons of explosives and shot hundreds of wells, 
capes that would stand a porcupine’s epulis on end. To head off 11 lo 
who asked him for the thousandth time concerning one noialile iid 
concocted a new version of the affair. “ It was a dose call,” he sai« 
tnisUike. In the magazine I got some glycerine on my hotas. Soor; 
ing out I stamped my heel on a stone and the first thing I knew I 
iieavenward. When I alighted I struck squarely on my other heel 
a second ascension. Somehow I came down witliout mudi Injiiri 
bruised feeling that wore off in a week or two. You see the glyc^ 
to my boot-heels and when it hit a hard substance it went off qiitcki 
Nick could singe a kiln-dried sinner. What’ll you take, boys?” 

So the darkest chapter in petroleum history, a flood of litigati 
of deception, a black wave of treachery and a red streak of human I 
be charged to the account of Nitro* Glycerine. 


CiRAlNS OK 'rniRD SAND. 

Muny i‘X|H fSHH ins c'oiut’d in or uhout llu* t^il-roj^ions condense <i pag'e 
Into a liiU'. N(»t a ftnv have the ft^rce of a catapult and the directness of a rifle- 
liall. Some may !)e cpioted : 

*' A iiU luiiik J4» luufti vvoiCi ftau'tt u It'sin Html.”— r Afiller, 

'• t hr iHmivHi miUt I ktuiw oi i% tlu‘ mmi vvl4t» Ims iiothinK" luit m()nev.'’~A)/i// />. RorkeMIrr 
*• t»inO Hi#r UJ4 H inun hs tht* watt." -/VV^^r (K c'onver, ‘ ' * * 

*’ Nr% r« !»*' lUr inrrr rrhu i»l aiiv muJi <m thnl*s j^rrrji David kirk. 

*’ l akf noltuHlyh* dunt ia nil <it jiulii it M.’* Jttmfs M. (i^Jfey. 

\Vhat‘^i oil to n man wlum h|>4 vvltr'^ u widow." * Edwin E, (*lal>E 
" Mid'nHlt'm'k iir," Mi\s Anmt Erans, 

*’ I hr Standard in thr orioiumofthr rruturv." i'ni.J, rt. l>ra. 

**n%* momiiioK* whrn vou won’t div hlr with tlm othrr -John />, Atrhindd. 

*' t hr Standard would hwuIIow lo willutut t hrwing.'* //^nw. 

*' tink i* u*i jnihtit of!n lain w lu» thirr owti thrii own /.r'rfvlv Evmy. 

*' t hr ntitii wht» Wi»n't tlrmaml hi?» l ightn nhoutd rrawl olVthe rjiftli." lii. //. EniEi , 

*’ HrSi tiidy a » otjiorution « ouvruirm t*,'* Jnnws U\ 

A taihoml aan-^i i% thr ju it r of wmm Irgi^dutotH." - S. MrAtn/hin. 

** } hrlirvo in u man win» ran way mud thr right tlmr.’‘-AeAn',v //. Osmrr, 

*’ A aim rnit kill nnnr irmlrt jdantn tlum a hnr<l AVZ/nm //. Sibhy, 

*’ tdra*ii% gtarr ami grrrtihurk^s arr thr Imwm rninhinulitm.” Jnhn f\ Zm/r. 

•' Whrrr arr wr now?" ■ Phiiip M, Skitnntm, 

" thrlv that w«ni't mao h all wrrk iNu't worth pumding tm Smidity." - AV'/^ Ered, Evans. 

** A iiuHoit wrrd lia?» morr (ragranrr thuti Htmu* folks’ religlott." '«”AVr^ ./o/iw A/cChr. 

**' 'Thr sr>tl»r of Timr gathrrs no rust," ■•■AVc. N. S, Ak Efitrid^v, 

*' Paith mav ihr fruit, hut worka kmu k tht* i»frsimmtinii.”»-AV?'. ./. Hawkins. 

** Tsain y*mr lw«v as I'arrfutly an ytmr fifty-tlolUir U\ Eowan. 

** Who h thr faihrt of that rhlld ?” tUi Ciiy iiftrk k. 

‘HHhrr ruisr*! arr it ifh’^ romimird with thr rutWH thut follow falling ( \ Eibley. 

*’ Hit thr I iihtmitV'howlrf In thr solar |ilrx«M.” — C. EayE. 

*• Ciooil rtnirarlrr I A man doesn’t need a rharartrr tt» soil whi8ky.”“-.V. P, McCalmonf. 

** Hr thhiku hitnstdf a little titegtHlelmilry im wheelw,"— f >;/rwriw E, liishap. 

‘•jmd to herontniry he'd haven rhlll In lh«le«.’‘““Ai'#m/ /I, Dmnum, 

*' "rhal frlh»w‘s an rold-lihnalrd he nwrata iee-water. //. GaPy. 

*' rhhtk out yoni phin* then go uinl do it.*'«“t*Arie/#»,r K. Cnivet. 

*’ I |»rty for wlial t AkE^awH, 

** 'rhk C’liurl will not la-* ntatfea Ihumhserew to miueeiseany deblor.”'-”y^'<*<(v^’ '/Yunkfr. 

“ A good tiiany h»iutn'ilon?i ought to he enj(diir«l.”»-y«#4’’c Tayiar, 

*’ W'.;* may safely asisumr that tlte Almiglily known nil alann li.’’'-AiWAv .S’. AEvts. 

" A llm may ti|wrt a mastiff ‘'■-.V/rA^rw P, Aatfts. 

•• The i ity.'W«frr i?» t%% ditty ns the dirty {uad ol tn»litieM."<*»“,S<iWM^/ P, Pr((i^Aam. 

•* HavrtCS ihr |iri»dmem jdaywl tlte fool long enough /A NtsAii. 

" ■fiart'^ and tnissiottaf irs are |im»r fetnl for the heulheu.”““W/r.rnmfcc C'aefytmt, 

•' Monry h goi»d otdy m it rnaldes men to do gmul, l\mdft\yfift, 

" it takes drydioli:^ to test an o|»erntt»r‘?» moral fdHT.”— ywe/A 7\Jmfs. 

" I have la|tprd lltr minr.’S-/afife#w A. /hakt*. 

" idve Its doliar-od attd Klondyke ran go i«> the devil . qf Opfrafan. 

" 'Thai diiilrr t** the ugllnit, l»t"latleon thiMnonotKilydtog.”— Gmc^, 

I think niorr of niy ‘ hrltTh«iry ' than of a tho«?iiintTburfel well.”— f>r«rr I) Angrii. 

" ISnd slop the drill, thru you may prav tor higher prieeM.'*—?’, 7; litmpsm. 

•’ A ■■ al In hell wllhoiit riawa h \mn helpIraM than the |»rodurew.”«»t'/nrm« Oiimm. 
H*%'riiiyo:'i»til *41 Is a mnstjird-|dn»ter that drawn out all our viinHty,”''"AAV'A«r’/ Aimfhy. 

* I’lie w«*f Id Is all light ; HS your liver thnt’a wrongd’-'-ASwee.^emfiw. 

’ wayfirtl lii« hue and the dlisgulse waa per feet. A.. tPiitmms. 

* I fr*rl wif ty fiu thr pi«»r fellow fiflyaloHiira j how gorry are you f /f-'V.i’/cr f 'kamkfrs, 

* Itrll A ittnning over with wnila \mi fr»f lark *»f sympathy on earth.”— AVe.y. HaH. 

*' t ‘tuaiiiir^ and * kill off it good many fmda.”— 4/Aenf /■* HP^daktr, 

*' I dvdfig im a liixniy no man * an afonl to iniaa,” G, 

*' lairti* ptirtiervg tinr p«t«r, wlikh i» tailin’ an tUg rtgitt* M ».”— ai EYmMn. 

**The ln^l |irr|faratioii for a gtaul tleiith la a j^iaul life?*'— ‘A’lV. T%amas (drroiL 
** l.ri Ifie idpe the oil and I ihuiT rare who tlrfUa the wella,”«“//e«iry Pfarivy. 

**f >iir writ In Hie »iiiid Imat*! a tnimiretl gmitogieid S. Guffey. 

** itll i«4 tlir ^4|i llial keepa the trwof eommerre in m«om.”‘’-A/ifrra?f Huiimgs. 

IhiniiuriM aiitl tilTwelk *ihoiihl have plenty of aaiid-”-»A>*#fif#r/f PVmtkt, 

Hr Iwlf llm tw klwme t'lf a priiiter'a t«iwel.”-*Af, N* Atkn. 

** IlH idriw have tlir vigor of a mtile’i hind legs,”— A. Cmhr&m. 

*’ I ♦iittin a iiwii who woiiT stand up for a unuart deal.”— 7A Aiim, 

" Hr 1 hig a iiiiitlrTlirtttl to mf damn,”— ya^w A, SHHa. 

no ii*<e lor the iiutn a *ify-h«l« knoeka A’«#. 

f li% di'etk are mt fin aparl thw dk of lofitlin®is,”~CA4ir/ifj CMims, 

“ HrS tiiitie kill*!* *if tt Wanted fmd than a wholo luimtie atyl urn d A'rmsirmg, 
tm* oilrii the w»fl k tht ittanrtf ir. 

”lf all tlii'WlAiw were Ilk# toin# Chriitlani the church would he a ruhhlih»h«ip.”— 

MdMm f\ 
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STANDARD BUILDING, SO BROADWAY, NdW YORK 


XVffl. 

rin*: standard oil-company. 


CfKt»Writ iW A tiKICAl C ‘OW I'OH ATtON “■ MiSUNDKKHTOOD AND MiSEKPRESENTED— 
IN Tmeatinu and Tranhportin(; Petroi,eum— Why Many 

Rlil-iNliEltiH C*I.>I4,AI*H|«;|> RlCAl, MHANINti OR THE TRUST'—Wh AT A COMBI- 
NAliOW OR tiMAINH AND t‘Al»lTAL HAR Ai*COMl‘t4 SHKD— MeN WhO BUILT Up 
A Va» 1 KNTEMPIIi*iE 141AT HAH No Kl>IIAL IN THE WORLD. 


sunik ol mr u?4 I um ; intlhiu^ t'XltmimtP, 

Nuf »rt iiughi hi iiutliff.'* 

” K«l tti know mr ytiwi'M!!! unknown.'* ■ Miiiitm, 

•* Tlir krrn aiilrll m'Ut'n tlir {ironitU ■--//d^WrtA A/oot f*. 

N tilt* liitHilly of ||rowtli.^'»««f 

*’ iiiloiik ihr wran^ of Hi.n-urinR aihliiiinml murv^m.^^-^Sianis/ms. 

•' Foriimr, «tirrrs^. |ii»*hDoii, uir nrvt*r RaiiuHi hul by dtHcrmhuKlly, hnivdy .Htrlking, 
Utowiiig, llvhiM to a lUhiR.'* - ftmmst'mt, 

*’ Tlir oi VP%li4'*liiv wilt tir fht* utiUllng-iuiiiit of tn»mo!Tt>w."-““/ 

i»« wmk ihr |itt.'|u<ih’r In sitrong." - -fCatf (PNara, 

' AtfiMtigat tins aoim of turn hnw frvv lur known 
Who iiArr to hr ju^t to nirrit not thidr own,’*»*f ‘/iwrrAiV/. 

** i*rtwiitf» i« ihr tail « ntan tmv** to iiii* inihUr for twlng rmltH*nt."''“"/^/?4iw Swi/i. 

A* though rt lour mhoiild ?^hiit and Inp u hud ugulii." -“./dAw /Caais, 


C OMPARED with a petroleum-sketch 
which tiid not touch ui>on the Stand- 
iirci OihCoinpany^ in different re- 
spects tlK* greatfsHt cort)onition the 
wofitl has ever known, Hamlet with 
“the melancholy Dane “ left out would be 
I luasteriiiec e of cTHupleteness. Perhaps 
no ImsInesH-organiwition in this or any 
other ctntnlry has btnni more misrepre- 
sented and miHunderstcKfd. To many well- 
meaning persons, who would not willfully 
harlnir an unjust thought, it has suggested 
all that is vicious, grimping and oppressive 
In tTimmerclal affairs. They picture it as 
II cruel numstcr, wearing horns and cloven- 
litMifs and a ftirked-tail, grown rich and fat 
tlr-VfHirliig file’ wriik ami the iniitK’ent. Its motives have been impugned, i'ts 
ineilimK roinlisiitinl anil itsiirlknm traductsL If ti man In Oiklom drilled a 
ilffditile, liiickrcl the wrung horse, lost at [Mrker, dropped money speculating, 
his toe. raiuiii imoriilitiible reftnerv. missed a train or couldn’t main- 
tiiiii rliaiiipiigiir-itvle oil a kigerdHier income, it was the fashion for him to pose 
ii*» itir %;|ctiitt of a gang of’ conspirators anti curse the Standard^ as vigorously 
anil vocilci’oiiHly as *h«' ilslowlfe hitrled Invectlveiiat Daniel O Connell. 

H«|IW ffilkn ati»|drt V fw»»t wt>«d«Tlul a|inty 
III tliflr «ltrttt|iti* 't«* tkilt rwiiefiMibllny. 

Tlir rrastin^ for Itiis iim m mimeroui m the sands of the set. It is no new 
tlilni to sliiwr. iipoit other slittiiltlers the burden that Mmm properly to our 
«wii, III llirir lirry to miivlct somelHidy people have been known to bark 

m 
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up the wrong tree, to charge the innocent vvitli all sorts of offences an 
off their base entirely. Such people and such methods did not die out 
passing of the Salem witch-burners. The Standard was made the sc 
of the evil deeds alleged to have been contemplated by the iinsavor] 
Improvement Company. That odious combine, which included a nu 
railroad-officials, oil-operators and refiners, disbanded without producin 
ing, buying, selling or transporting a gallon of petroleum. * * l^olitics 
strange bedfellows'' and so does business. Among sul)scril)ers for 
Improvement stock were certain holders of Standard stock and also t 
terest opponents ; among those most active in giving the job its de* 
were prominent members of the Standard Oil-Company. Tlie projecte< 
tion died ‘ ‘ unwept, unhonored and unsung, ’ ’ but it was not a Standard 
i Envy is frequently the penalty of success. Whoever fails in an> 
likes to blame somebody else for his misfortune. This trick is as of 
race. Adam started it in Eden, Eve tried to ring in the serpent and theii 
ity take good care not to let the game get rusty from disuse ! Its agg 
of capital renders the Standard, in the opinion of those who have *‘fal 
side the breastworks," directly responsible for their inability to keep 
the procession. Sympathizers with them deem this “ confirmation st 
proof of Holy Writ" that the Standard is an unconscionable monop 
tered by crushing out competition, ^uch reasoning forgets that enterp 
ergy, experience and capital are usually trump-cards.J It forgets that 
is to the swift," the battle is to the mighty and that Heaven is on the s: 
the heaviest artillery." Carried to its logical conclusion, it means t 
proved methods, labor-saving appliances and new processes count for t 
It means that the snail can travel with the antelope, that the locomoth 
wait for the stage-coach, that the fittest shall not survive. In short, i 
double-distilled essence of absurdity. 

Any advance in methods of business necessarily injure.^ the poore; 
petitor. Is this a reason why advances should lie held back ? If so, th< 
could derive no benefit from competition. The fact that a man with 
resources labors under a serious disadvantage is not an excuse for pre 
stronger parties from entering the field. The grand mistake is in confi 
combination with monopoly. By combination small capital can compi 
cessfully with large capital. Every partnership or corporation is a comb 
without which undertakings beyond individual reach would never be 
plished. Trunk railroads would not be built, unity of action would 
stroyed, mankind would segregate as savages and the trade of the worlc 
stagnate. Combinations should be regulated, not abolished. Rightful 
tition is not a fierce strife between persons to undersell each other, that 
enduring the longest may afterwards sell higher, but that wliich furnis 
public with the best products at the least cost. This is not done by 
below cost, but by diminishing in every way possible the cost of pro 
manufacturing and transporting. The competition which does this, be i 
individual, a firm, a corporation, a trust or a combination, is a public 1: 
tor. This kind of competition uses the best tools, discards the sickles 
cradle and the cradle for the reaper, abandons the fiiiil for the threshi 
chine and adopts the newest ideas wherever and whenever expemm 
lessened. To this end unrestricted combination and unrestricted com) 
must go hand-in-hand. A small profit on a large volume of business h 
for the consumer than a large profit on a small business. The man whe 
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cUiIlars’ wiirth uf giHnls a, year, at a profit of fivo per cent., will become 
bile he* who st‘lk only ten tliousaiul dollars’ worth can a bare living, 
biiiUltT id a latsiiU''ss ol oiu* huudn'il-thousaiul dt)llars deserve praise^ 
iould tile iHiildt'f of a busint‘ss of millions be censttred? Business that 
i;rf‘ater than people’s limited notions should not for that cause be fet- 
ir Hit|ipressei!, When busim'ss ct‘asi‘s to be local and has the world for 
ket, capital mnsi la* supplied to ukh*! the ittcreasinj^ demaiul aiidcomhi- 
is as «-4sentia! as fn^sh air. Idms larg'e estahlishinents take the place of 
nua4aiHl men acting in concert achieve wlial tht‘y would never attempt 
tely. I he more perfect tint power of assiM'iation the greater the pi>wer 
iuctioii mid the larger tlie jiroportion of tlttt t>roduct which falls to the 
‘s shari*. llie magnitiuU* of comhinalions must ct)rresi>oiui with the 
mle of the tiUhinesHb) be ilone, iu order to Secure the highest skill, to» 

• the kitesl devita'-H, to pay the best wages, to invent new ai>i)liances\ t<^ 
e facilities and to give the public a i'heaper and finer product. This is. 
ral and legitimate as for water to run down hill or the fleet greyltinnul 
nice the slow tortoise, 

tw liiiH the Standard aflectetl tlie eoiiHumer of petroleum-products? What 
lone for the peti|ile who use illuminating oils? Has it advanced the price- 
ipaiml the i|nality ? The early distillations of petroleum were unsatis* 
itiitl tiflen dangerous. Tlie first refmerieH were ejcceedingly primitive anti 
nwvmm sitn|>le, IVfuch of the cTude was wasted in refining, a business 
nu!tally HuecesHful as a rule until nulwithsuuuling the high prices^ 
hI, Mellttak tif manufacture and trimsportaliou were expensive and 
uate. Ute product was of |mor «|uality, emitting smoke and im|>leasant 
i«l liable to explode on the slightest provocation. In 1870 u few persons,, 
al prevliHHiy been partners in a refinery at Cleveland, urgani/.ed tints- 
f it OibCompiiny of Ohio, with a capital of one-million dollars, increastal 
uetitly bi tlifei* and a half millions. luir years the history of refining hatl 
lalnly one tif disaster ami bankruptcy. A Standartl OibCompany hnti 
rgatiljcrd at Pillsliurg by other persons anti was tloing a large trade, 
evrlaiid Hliindiird Refinery, the PittHliurgStandurd Refinery, the Atlantic 
ig Ctompaiiy of lliltatlelptna and Cliurles Pratt ^ Co. of New York were 
vit rtiitrrrii*i, tkanuHe of the ha/.artluuH nature and peculiar condition!?, 
’eliiiittg Imliwlry, the need of iinprovial inethtMls anti the muniftikl advan* 
>f coiiililfiiilion, they enteretl into ait alliance ftir Iht'lr mutual benefit- 
dr^ III llie f»ll-=regloits had ctinibirietl before, hentx? the association of these 
N wm not a iiovelty. Tlie cost tif transiHiration and packages Inul Injeii 
.III! ftii Uir% ill i I Ippllng the industry. Crtule was barreled at the wells anti 
III wagote* til the railroatk prhir to Ihesystem of transporting it by pijMfft 
.«|rr grotiiid Rail road “fatrH were excessive and irregular. Refme» 

utibiiictl and cottid throw a large volume of busine.sH to any particular 
'ciirrtl faviiiabit" lateH, llie rebiile-system was universal, not confmetl 
anil pieralily llik fmt had iiiudt to do with the combination o£ 
i after w.iitls kii«iwn m the Htiindard tJibCompany. 
ly iiiitiirally III*' HtamhiHl mideavored to secure the lowest transiKiita- 
as iialtiially mslroad managers, in their eagerness to secure 
tlie, %'wal\iiltt ra«lt oilier hi offering Inducements to large ship|K*m of 
tiiip 11ii’ htamlaid fiirnklted, loiuled and unloaded its awn timk-cara,. 
eliiitliuitliin Icirrtds and itiiileriiilly chmptming the freight-service. TMs 
i»si of rxfwiise rcdiit'cfl the price of refined In the east to a figure whkli 
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greatly increased the demand and gave oil-eperations a healthy stim 
more important was the introduction of improvements in refining, wh 
a larger percentage of illuminating-oil and converted the residue into 
able products. Chemical and mechanical expert.s, employed by the 
companies to conduct experiments in this direction, aided in cU*visin|i 
which revolutionized refining. The highest quality of l>urning-oil wji 
and nearly every particle of crude was utilized. Sufistances <if c 
• value took the place of the waste that formerly emptied into the str 
luting the waters and the atmosiihere. In this way the (‘ost was s 
that kerosene became the light of the nations. Consumers, whose 
will buy as much as a dollar would before the “octopus'’ was he; 
correspondingly happy. 

Since consumers have fared so well, how about refiners outsich 
dard? That smaller concerns were unable to comi>i‘te with the Stam 
such circunrstances was no reason why the public should lie tlepri 
advantages resulting from concentration of capital and effort. *Man 
realizing that small capital is restricted to poor luethodH and dear |i 
■either sold to the Standard or entered the combination. In not a 
wide-awake refiners took stock for part of the price of their properti 
gaged with the company, adding their talents and experience to tin 
fund for the benefit of all concerned. Others, not strong enougli to 
cars and provide all the latest improvements, made such cdmuges m 
afford to meet the requiremeuts of the local trade, letting the larger t 
to distant markets. Some continued right alottg and they are still < 
independent refiners, always a resiiectable factor in the trade and i 
active than to-day. Those who would neither inqirove, nor sell, no 
sitting down placidly and believing they would be bought out laU 
own terms, were soon left far liehind, as tlu‘y deserved to he. Let 
positively that the Standard, in negotiating for the purchase or com 
refineries, treated the owners liberally and .sought to keep the best i 
business. A miml)er who put up works to sell at exhorhitaut price»! 
their design, howled about “ monopoly “ and “ freezing out “ and tr 
as martyrs. It is true hundreds of inferior refineries have been illsm 
because they were frozen out by a crushing monopoly, but iHH ituse t 
requisite facilities. Tlie refineries in vogue when the Standard was 
could not stay in liusiness a week, if resurrected and revivecl. A tea 
mules might as well try to compete with the New York Central iN 
these early refineries to meet the recpiirements of the petroleuin-t 
present stage of perfection. They were “frozen out” just as staj 
were “frozen out” by the iron-horse or the sailing-vessel of our gn 
time by the ocean-liner that crosses the Atlantic in six ciiiys. 
saving invention and improvement in maclnnery throwii worthy iMfrt 
employment, but inventions and improvements do not sto|i for any i 
Business is a (juestion of profit and convenience, not a matter of 
The manufacturer who, by an improved process, can save a fractioi 
on the yard or pound or gallon of his outinit has an enormous < 
Must he be deprived of it because other maniifiicturers cannot prc: 
wares as cheaply? Refining petroleum is no exception to tlie or< 
and a transformation in its methods and results was as inevitable 
progress and the changes of the seasons. 

Over-production is justly chargeable with the low price of < 
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i\ many pnnlurrrH into hankniptcy. R<‘j>jartlless of the inexorable laws 
l»ply anti cleinaiul, o|H>rators clrilUal in Hnulfortl and Butler until forty- 
m hurrelH were alnwe Knnuul and the pric'e fell to forty cents. I'iine and 
the wisest iirodnctUH sought to stein the tide by stopihng’ the drill, which 
i\ with renewed energy aftt'r eat'h brief respite. With tlie stocks bearing- 
uirket lilt! diapping of (attde t<i a pru*e that meant ruin to owners of small 
was as certain as tleath and taxes, (hdd-dollars w'ould be as cheat) as 
es if they wen* as pitnililul. !n)rty-nullion barrels of diamonds stored in 
i Afric a wottld bring the glistening gems to the level of glass-beads. The 
lartl, through tin* National-'rransit C'ompany, erected thousands of tanks 
tHhaiiil tilt! enormous surplus* whit'h the world could not (‘onsunie and 
I not have* on any tinins. I losts of operators wert! kej)t out of the sheriff’s 
by thin provision for their relied, using their certiilcates as collateral during 
i-ritHi of extreme cU^pression. d'he ruiiest distrids wt‘re drained at length, 
im|itioii increasiHi aiul proditction deeliuetl, stocks were reduced and i)rices 
ic't‘d, I hen a mnnher of oibo|H‘rators, formuost among whom were some 

* riirit whom the Standard had (*arrietl over the grave crisis, thought the 
nablVansit Wits making too much money storing crude and tried to secure 
ati«m that wan hardly a shade rrmoved from (‘onfiscation. I'he legislature 
h\ to pass the hills* the company vi)hmtarily reduced its charges and the 
itiit siihHitled. HioitsundH of producers sold or entered large companies, 
rlume hamls a good share of the develotiinent has fallen, mainly because 
! great rx|H*nMM»f operating in deep territory and the wisdom of dividing 
sk iiltriuliiiit iifion seeking new fields. ()p(*rators who had to retire were 
lit our* by eKiVHsive drilling* nothing more and nothing less ! 

lit* highest efhcieiicy in all fu^ldH of economieal endeavor is obtained l>y 
rralest degree of organi/atioii and .speclalii^ation of elfort. To attack 
coiiceriw Its monofsilics, simjily because they re{)re.sent millions of dollars 

* a single niaiiagement, Is as Htupid and unjust as the narrow antagonism 
lialitneed eapititlislH toorgani/ed labor. If organized capital means better 
hIs, greater farililies and improved prot‘esse.H, organized labor means 
’ wngi*H, greater rerognilion nml imj>roved industrial conditions. Hence 
deserve to In* eiicouragtHl iiud both should work in harmony. The 
[aril C lilAoitiipany eHtablislied agencies in different slates for the sale of its 
liiH. Ah llie business grew it organized corporations under the laws of 
states, III I arry on tbr hitlustry under corporate agencies. Manufactories 
located at the seabiiard for the export-trade. It was easier and cheaper 
m {*rn 4 t* to the eoiist than to riTine it at the sources of supply and ship the 
I iirodiii ts. UniH the refminic- of exportoil was done at the seaboard, just 
»« h iiiatiiiiat lured ul Fitlstiurg instead of at tlie oredieds on Lake 
‘tor. I 1 u* t'onipatiy ahneti tii open markets for itetroleum liy reducing 
,i‘*l Ilf' iiH tranH|iot htiion iiiul inamifaclure and bettering its (luality. It 
hutnrril itH mvii burrris, caiin, paints, acids, glue and other materials, 
iiig d vast Hiiviiig. f h\ j.untiiry second, 1HH3, the forty persons then asscKri- 
It III** Hbifidaiil owiirfi the entire capital t)f fifteen corporations and a part 

* stock of 4 luiiitlirr of otherji* Nine of these forty controlled a majority 

* Htof'ks »to Itch!, aiifl It wm iigreed on that date that all the stocks of the 
fulioiw slnnild !«* plfireil in the hands of these nine as trustees. The trus» 

i*ertiticatt»i 1*1 lowing the extent of each block of stock so surrendered, 
greed It* rtiiitliiil tlir btiiinoiis of the several corporatlotis for the best 
ill’ all t'linrrfiiefb Thii wm the inception of the Standard Oil-Trust, 
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the most abused and least understood business-or^anization in the 
the race. 

The Standard Trust, which demagogues lay awake nights t'oiniiv 
to denounce, did not unite competing corporations. I'he corpora 
contributory agencies to the same business, the stock ovvn<‘d by the 
who had built up and carried on the business anti held the voting pov, 
individuals had combined not to repress business, but to extend it !e 
by allying various branches and various corporations. The orgai 
the Trust was designed to facilitate the business of these corporations 
them under the nuinagment t)f one Bt)ard of Trustees. 'Hhs ol)jt*ct 
nevSs-like and laudable. It had no taint of a scheme to “corner “ a r 
life and elevate the price at the expense of the masses. < hi the conti 
calculated to enlarge the demand and supply it at the minimum of p 
ten years the Standard IVust continued in existencx*, dissolving final 
During this term its stockholders increased from forty to two thousiii 
of the most skillful refiners and experienced prodiu'crs joined thi* tx 
and were retained to manage their properties. ICach c'orporation wa 
as though independent of every other in the 'IViist, excejit that tlu 
show the best record stimulated them to constant improvement, 
economy one devised was adopted by all. The Imsincss was most 
and admirably managed in every detail, running as harmonkmsly as 
ent parts of a watch. Clerks, agents and empkiyfjs who could h 
hundred dollars purchased Trust Certificate.s and thu.s became interei 
business and gains. If it is desirable to multiply the mmiber whc 
profits of production, how can it lie done better than througii ow 
stock in industrial associations? The problem of co-operation and | 
ing can be solved in this way. The Standard Trust was a real objec 
economics, which illustrated iu tlie fullest measure tite be«t?fit8 o 
ciation in business that affected consumers and producers of a great 
favorably. 

Misrenresentation is as hard to eradicate as the Caniuiii this 
English sparrow. Once fairly set gtiing, it travels rapidly. “ A lie 
seven leagues while 'Fruth is pulling on its boots,” 'Fhe Htandiird is 
at which invidious terms and bitter invective have been hurled rem 
often through downright ignorance. Although re|)utable editors rnlg 
led, iu the hurry and strain of daily journalism, to give currency to 
falsehoods against corporations or capitalists, reasonable fairness 
expected from the author of a pretentious hook. Henry I). Lloyd, e 
last year published “Wealth Against Commonwealth,” an elalHS 
which is devoted mainly to an assault u[K)n the Standard OibComp 
book, notable for its distortion of facts and siip|>ressk>n of all |K>inti 
the corporation it assails, caters to the worst elements of stxriiilisrn. 1 
views everything through anti-combination glasses and, like the chil 
bogie-man, sees the monopoly-spook in every successful aggregation 
He confounds the South- Improvement Company witlt the Standard ai 
to the latter all the offenses supposed to lie at the door of the organb 
died at its birth. One thrilling story is cited to show that the Stiincla 
a poor widow. The narrative is well cfilcukted to arouse pulilk r 
and encourage a lynching-bee. It has been repeated times withciu 
Within the past month two Harrisburg ministers have referred to It 
ling evidence of the unscrupulous tyranny of the Standard million 
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, Mr, l.lMvd itiiumis umnkiml tluu tin- husband of this 

) l-r. it ".i ni.nnbri of lit,, l-n-strytrriun church, preskk-nt 

K M. n’n t tH i at.iii A-.-uii iaiii.ii jiiid artivc hi all religious and honuvo- 
|.rf.. Ah, I hi-, d. .iih sin- i .mtimn-d tin- busiiu-ss until she was 
i, , «l iiilti -n lhiig It Iti tin- litiHt at a ruinously low price — a mere frac- 
a< lu.d %.dti,-, Mr. l .hivd stales her hopeless despair as follows: 

,mni « (It, hic« ll.Mitshi, amt u,r m»s»a, ir<t tr,mj,«f h<i|ws unit ainbltlona that her 
|,«.t «i,rM I,,. ,l.r lhir« itir Nirf « Iriier she Imd twelve,! from UieStanilaKt 
le .sir ..I hrt i„|.. |l,r (( 

.ri* »*III ft |j*“tKr4 f.»* tt .»r Wilirr. HtiiMirvrr in tlu? world ofbuHi- 

»tip hml Isiiwifi w» * 1*1 n wrwitMfi ii»v© \m Imiiu*, hfr lun^hand'i l}ft*«work 

Wirsfi,** 

i irur? I'hr wklaw ftintiiuu’cl iht* husiness four 

r hrf kipdmmr% ili'.iili, inrrtnmiHk prires tiunbled, the 

|ir»iiil wm mrnmkm^ nvw applliuia-s HiinplitU'd rcdiri- 

Air»i iiiiil llir platii wan ne hmger udiijUtHl to the buHuu*ss. 

fnr Ihiiiwjiiiil diilhir'i* flic Siaiuliird paying Iwire the sum for 
rlifirry briirr ^tiiiptl 111 iliti piiriKisi! amid he constructed. Foolish 
rrwarik lirr liad liolil liwi Itiw and the widow wrote a severe- 
m |♦m%illr||| of ilir Htiiiidartl. Thti rtimpany hiid liought the proi>erty 
lit^r iiiitl ill oiire nlfrrrd ii inick. Htie declined to take it, or sixty- 
;|i4lari lit Htmifhird ^toi*k,rvidriitly reall/Jng that the refinery had lost 
iiriiiiig r*i|iacil|‘ iiiiil ihal evoti the new mmmgement might not be able 
|iiiy. Thk w'ill mf%%i to llliisiriilo the iiiifiiirness of ** Wealth Against 
r’ralili,** wliicli lias lircfi widely cjiioted imeause of its presumed relia- 
llie liigh t»f itin |iiitilMiers. V'et this story of imaginary 

i lierti ttiirkeil fi|ieeclie*4* seritttms and editorials of the fiercest 
li*i irr^iifiiriii III lilt! widow tile Slitiidiifd was truly magnanimous, 
wiiiild niiewiit In liivdo a tmnsiictlon ami have their labor” 
!, ?%itiijilv ilic iiihrf party had imeonie dissatisfied. Possibly 

wiiiiid toil iir? m griirniiis if there w-its any profit In the transaction, 
itkirtl rill |irlrr-*i to ritlit III© widow iiihI tilher comimtitors, would not 
tiiir isp agalii wlirii ilw^y were db|io*a?d of? H«> sm*h ut>ward move- 
:r'rrt|.. 11if* widoiv dl^ipfieared, Many Htttidl refineries dlsapiieared. 
ftiilfoad rofitt*irt»t^ if ever existeil, have disapjmared, Imt the 
liiird till li.ri hilling ninidlly for twenty years, declining from an 
II I riiN IS gallon In rif;# in five cents in f%5. The jiatent 
istfiiirt iioti Cl tliiii ilir Hiiiiwlard him conlimted to make profits with 
III* fill* e *4 fill. Ttilf# coiirliwh^rly deinonstratei that the decline was 
it«|itinrtitriiN ill tile |ir«ltictlve methods and not ton midi- 

0 tiiiii 4 wsiiow' or iitivlitnly rise, m Mr. Idoyd anHumes. Otherwise 
» til#* kill ill prit'e iviiiild hiive la*en impossible and the 
lotild |44ii» iK'f'ti %»ld fiiit by lliff shcrltf long yatm ago. 

* ilralrri ill si 4 iid*^r flout I Jiiyd down to the chrt.mlc kicker who has 
If I ncikr ill* litre liv 4iiiit#yiiig the Htiiiidard have played the Rice case 
4i4i*l -\»»ordnt|| lit tlirir version, Mr. Rice was iin angelic Ver- 
ier t r*#** lir^piinl ilir Htamlird wltli devilish enmity and it deter- 
Iii% fiiiii, Ukm ii#id ofwriitrd at Pithole and at Macksburg 

1 ii irlfiicty 4i It wiii alleged thal the Cleveland & 

fir# i«iiiii 4 ird liliit, clolihlliig his frelghbcharfe and 

SLwitlatd #1 dtviwlcit'k Oil ail llir oil that went over the remd. This 
iiii 4 «icitiriih t-iiterrti Itilii by til© receiver of the road and 
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cancelled by the Standard whenever a report of what was done n 
York. Mr. Rice had paid two-hundred-and-fifty dollars wrongfully 
was at once refunded and Mr. Rice did not harass the company int( 
twenty-thousand dollar refinery for half a million. This will serve as 
of the dishonest misstatements that had wrought lots of good peopk 
heat. The sins of the trusts may be very scarlet and very numero 
nomic literature should not pollute the sources of information and 
tions of public opinion. 

An oft-repeated story is that the Standard owes its success 
discriminations. In proof of this the testimony of A. J. Cassatt is cji 
testimony, published in a congressional investigation-report, shows 
ing rebates was then the custom of railway-companies. I^irgel 
rebates were granted to all who shipped over the railways. Sp< 
Standard was payment of a joint freight-rate over pipe-line and r 
large rebate was given for one summer to all shippers by rail to e 
rates by canal, of which many shipi)ers took advantage. The only 
tory rebate received by the Standard was ten per cent, for eciuali^ii 
shipments over three trunk-lines, shipping exclusively by rail, even \ 
rates were cheaper, furnishing terminal facilities and exempting the 
loss by fire or accident. Courts in England and this country have vc 
held that railways have the right to carry for less rates under such circ 
Many wise men are of the same opinion. Subseciuently it was devt 
while the short-lived agreement existed, the Standard’s strongest < 
were getting lower rates of freight than it was paying! Why do 
brand of critics ignore this pointed fact? 

Another favorite story is that some officers of the Standard wer 
of burning a rival refinery. As all know wlio ever took the trouble 
gate, they were indicted for conspiracy to injure a rival. 'Fhe coi 
indictment embraced the enticing away of an employ^, the bringing 
prevent infringement of patents and the serious charge of inciting ii 
to burn the works. When all the evidence on the part of the State 
court directed the discharge of every person connected witli tlic 
There was not a scintilla of evidence against them. Two of the indict 
were convicted of conspiracy, but they were not connected with the 
and never owned a share of Standard stock. The majority of the J urj 
affidavits that they found the convicted persons guilty only of enlicir 
employ^. The employ^ thus enticed had first been enticed from tl: 
the convicted parties and induced to reveal the secret processes I 
valuable lubricating-oil was manufactured. The best citizens of 
certified that the men convicted were men of unimf reachable honor 
men who testified against them were quite the reverse. Tlie whole n. 
wicked plot to blacken the character of men who stood and who sti 
high as any in Rochester. The court, satisfied of their innocence of 
offence, inflicted merely a nominal fine. 

Many of the attacks in a well-known work by a leading socialist i 
Standard are made up of court-cases. The accusations are copied, t 
speeches of plaintiffs’ attorneys are printed ; but till else is omitted, i 
the case was decided in favor of the Standard. The inference is 
drawn, or the charge is made openly, that the court was corrupt, 
evidence of both sides been given, there would be no more room fc 
inference than for a pretty maiden’s small brother in the parlor whe 
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nail is alHUU to pop tlu* inonuauous question. 'I'he rustic divine, weak 
Hdliug aud strong in his (opposition to the feminine style of coiling the 
II huge knot, had Indter grcounds tor decdaring the vS{Tipture endorsed 
^ of tin* fashion. keu(iing the familiar passage, “let him that is on the 
p not come down to takt* anything out of his liouse,” he based his ter- 
snon on this dismembered (iause of the verse: “d'op not, c'ome down.’* 
• instance nuiy he moted hrielly. A Pennsylvania ollice-holder, whose 
ly luolives an investigation exposed, charged that the Standard had 
vi\ the State of millions (of taxes. I'he case was ably tried before an 
jialge and tlie allegation f(»und to b(‘ utterly baseless. 'Pljen the judge 
irged with corrupticm. ‘Hie case was taken to the highest court of the 
inch ahirmed the decision (»t tin; court below. At once the Supreme 
ul tlie Att(»rney C h-neral, who conducted the case for the Stale with signal 
were accused of rank corru{)tion. Perhajis the greatt'st surprise is that 
re not ciiarged with nu attempt to gel even with Moses by l>reakiiig all 
mandnients jti one lick. An iuvestigatiou committee, apjiointed by the 
ure, went fully into all the facts ami allegations and reported that the 
1 been ably and fair ly tried and correctly decided. It only remained to 
die legislative committee with corruption, wiihii was done with great 
tilde and etn|ihasis. Vet every lawyt*r knows that the case of Pennsyl- 
jiiiuHl the Standard ( IllAannpany Is a leatling ca.se on the subject of taxa- 
forelgn cor porations, establishing correct tirincitiles which, since its 
, the Sttpreini* Court of llu* United States has athrmed. 
mother cfiHe a respisialde oh I man cunceiveil tlie idea that he had 
he prulilem of continuous clistillatiou of oil, an invention whied would 
ich cheapen the prodial and lie worth millions to refiners, d'lu* Stamb 
'll him in his experiments until convinced they were unsuccessful. lie 
cfiiml on the subject and hr’onght suit, alleging he had been iirevented 
moriHiraling liis disco vi*ry. d1ie case was tried and the baseless suit 
al, with as little injury to the jioor mun‘s feelings as i>ossihle. I'his 
ligyrcH in lUHiories written to tire the popular heart in the war against 
accompanied liy pkdures of a soulless curporation and an insane old 
Icylated to draw hot tears and intlam(‘ public Indignation to a diue 
atch. t >f coiirHe the renders are suppostal to inter that the court was 
al ami iitsttre groHsIy outraged. And so the changes are rung along the 
ii«' ; hut the Standard, regardless of malevolent ussiudts and villainous 
aw of factt4, goes right on with its Imsiness of furnishing the wmrld with 
light ill the uiilverHe. 

fitiin ct>m|MUitiiin, the extent and danger of which moat people do not 
■ itl'ipreitiale, w^a» met and overcame by sheer tenacity and superior gen* 

. The advantages of ciipahle, coitrageotm, intelligent concentration of 
hram*hes of a great industry wi?re never manifested more strongly, 
tl of the Invincible bulwark the Standard tdiered, the oibproducers #f 
rttfiia, Mew York, West Virginia, Ohio and Indiana would have been 
selph»SH. Hie Musitwate hear woulil have gohbIi?d the trade of Europe 
i, clrivlfig Aiiterit'iin «>il from tin? foreign markets. Local consumption 
fit have exhaustifd twodhirtls of the pnrductbn, stmrks of crude would 
•tl lip itticl the price woiiUl have fallen proportionately. Instead of rank- 
the biitilcHt, happiest and most prosperous quarters of the universe, as 
? to«dny, the oil-regions of five »tati« would have been irretrievably 
Jragiliif down tliousmids of the brightest, manliest, cleverest fellows- 
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on (iod’s footstool ! Instead of bringing a vast anuanit of 
b'rance and Germany for petroleum piaalueet! on Anua itsui h< 
i(;an workmen paid Amerieatt wages and exptaled by an A 
American vessels, the trade would have been killed, die can 
across the waters and the <‘onntry at large wtnild have sii 
Hiese are things to think of when stane cheap agitatins v 
grind, a mt‘an spite to gratify or a selfish object to attain, 
monopoly and insists that the entire creation shouUI ‘blatni 
When the history of this wotulerfitl tamtury is written 
American boy, born in New York sixty years ago, clei 
■store, kept a set of liooks, started a small oil refinery at t h 
was the head of the greatest Imsiness in the world. Thb 
story of John I). Rockefeller’s Hiu,*cess!nl varwr, Veste 
youth with nothing hut integrity, industry and anibiiion ft 
good outfit, too-to-day he is one of the halt-do/en rtdn^sl 
America, Ikdter than all else, integrity that is part iiiiil 
nature, industry that finds life too fruitful to waste it icily an 
in good deeds as well as in business are his rich posseHshiti? 
largest fortune ever accumulated in twentydive years hitn i 
sensibilities, dwarfed his intellectual growth, stifled Ills ndln 
absorbed his whole being. Increasing wealth hrmtglil with 
increasing responsibility and he is honored not so tmteh for 
the use he makes of them. Even in an age unrivalled for 
money-giving, Mr. Rockefeller's keen foresight, exertillve al 
ality have been notably conspicuouH. His faith in the ftiltir 
his desire to beiudit humanity he has shown by his works 
power of unittsl effort to develo|> an infantdndustry, hb 
system of practical co-operation that develo|ied into the I 
against which prejudice and ignor»mce have direiied their ft 
ing in education, his magnificent endownumi of i’liicsigo I 
ten-million dollars— ranks him with the foremost contritiiito 
of a seat of hsirning siiuH? sc hools and colleges bt*gaii, lit 
for the masses, he donaterd Cleveland a pulilic |»itrk iiiiil ii 
superlily. Believing in spiritual progresH, he iHiiltls diiiri'li 
gregations and aids in s|)rt*ading the gospc'l everywIiiTi* 
claims of the poor, his charitit*s ana Hint to hiiiiilrei|?4'iiif4l 
yearly, not to encourage imuperlsm and depeiidiaicf* tint 
tress, diminish human suffering and put struggling iiieii aiie 
to improve their condition. 1 le has differed from iintrly all 
lie benefactors by giving freely, tfulc’lly and tinKl#«itly iliii 
without seeking the papular applause his iniiliifit-riict* rtitiifl 
Mr. Rockefelhjr is a strict Ikiptist, a rt^gtil.ir atteinlaiit at 
meeting, a teacher in the Sumlay^scthool atid a stiiiiiirli itilv 
Christianity. liis advancemtmt to tHimmaiKling wciillli lii 
ideas of duty and personal obligation. I le realizes thiit the 
himself alone is always little, no matter itenv liig his haiik 
his family walk to service or ride in a slrefintir, with itoi 
befitting the worship of Mammon rather tltiiit the glory of C 
tive and vigorous in his religion m In hi« lie btl 

dealer who has not itamfna iir the profession of failli tliiil 

backbone to have a denominational prcfereiw* Tlic ptm 
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iirtl < )il“C oiiipany iinprt‘sst‘s all who nu‘i‘l hfni with the idea of a forceful, 
iU '('isivt* (iuu Ui'tfi . He looks people in the face, his eyes sparkle in conversa- 
tion iiiul he relishes a hriRlU, story or a clever narration. You feel that he can 
read you ni a glaiua* and tlial decepluat and evasion in his presence would be 
tit Italy futih’, I la* llalttaaT and syct>phant w<.hiUI make as little headway with 
liita as the bunco-steerer or the Rrcen-^oods vendor. His estimate of men is 
liiicly’ at fault and to this ([uality some measure of the Standard’s success must 
lie attrilmted. As il by instinct, Us t'hief oOu'er picked out men adapted to 
speciiil lint's of work men who would tiot he misfits- and secured them for his 
cotapany. 'Tht' capataty and fult-lity of the Standard corps are proverbial. 
\\ heiicvef Mr, RtH'keleller wishes to enjoy a brt‘alhin^“Spell at his country-seat 
np lilt* Hudson or on his Ohio farm, lu* leaves the business with perfect confi- 
tlenct\ liecause his lieutenants an* comi)etent and trustworthy and the machine 
will run ahmg smoothly uiuier their watchful care. He has not accumulated 
his jUi nu‘y Ity wrecking prot>cr 1 y, but by buildinj^ up, by persistent improvement 
line! by rinitlly luilmrlng it^ the policy of furnishin}4’ the best articles at the lowest 
|irirc. Fiiirnnindetl ptniple are ber»inninf»: to understand something; of the ser- 
vlre rtsidered the |Hiblic by the man who stands at the head of the petroleum- 
iiulnstiy iuul im»re tluin any other is the founder of its commerce. He has 
invest tnl in faHories, railroads and mines, giving thousands employment, 
develt^jiing the reHourcf-s of the country and utlding to the wealth of the nation. 
Hr is lauuan, therefore he sometimeH errs; he is fallible, therefore he makes 
iiii?* 4 takt*s, but the Wiirld is learning that John I). Rockefeller has no superior in 
InwinrisH and that tlie Standard OibCom[)uny is not an organized conspiracy to 
phiutif’r produt erH or consutners t»f petroleum. It is time to dismiss the idea 
that alsihty to build up aiul luaiutain a large business is discreditable, that mar- 
vrdlutm nui'crsH h blatiH’Worthy mul ihut husiness - achievements imply dis- 
hotiwl y, 

\Yilliain Rockefelier, who resemhles his brother in business skill, is a 
leatbf in Standard aflairs and has his odice in the Broadway building. He 
wan il tuetnbrr of the first Board of 'Brustees and hore a iirominent part in 
organising aiid developing the f hblVust. He is largely interested in railroads, 
behnig?^ Ill the best i lutm, likes good horses and contributes lilierally to 
wiiiiliy objrils. I’he Htaiidartl folks don’t lock up their money, loan it on 
uioilgoges at iMdravitgaut rates, s|ieiHl h in Furope or try to get a gold squeeze 
oil the gin^i'riimeut They employ it in miuuifai'tures, in railways, in com- 
iiierff iirid hi t‘iilrr| irises ifiat promote the general welfare. 

Fr# Jiii the days of the little refinery in Cleveland, the germ of the Standard, 
llcftry ,\F t'lagler and |o!in l>. Rockefeller have been closely associated in oil. 

Aiidiews, a practical refiner and for some time their partner, retired 
Iruiti tlir Ilf III with 11 ftiillion dollars as his share of the Inisiness. The organi- 
/atbiiifif itu^ Sbindard HibFompatiy of Cleveland was the first step towards 
file gri'iilrt Hlanilafil thbCompany of which all the world knows something. 
llu icri*%ali Mirprked even the projectors of the comlhnation, who “bpilded 
iMitrr tliaii they knew.** Mr, Flagler devotes his time largely to beneficent 
hi** great wealth, He recognbes the duty of the possessor of property 
III krrft It frtiiii mmt%% to reiuler It productive and to increase it by proper 
A va^l tract of Florida swmtnp, yiekllng only malaria and shakes, 
lii hm nmwfml into a region iuited to human-belnp, producing cotton, sugar 
ami tro|«t*4l itiiil alltircllng comfortable substo^ to thousands of prov- 
hlrtit stdticri, lit Iwi triiiisformed St Auguitine from a faded antiquity into 
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a niodern town, with the magnilk'ent Poiuv de L«.n>n Hotel, j»u\ 
gaiit churches, iniblic halls, and all couveniences, provitletl fe 
benefactor at a cost of many nhllions. He luis t'onstructed 
imi)roved lines built previously, opent‘d interior counti«'S tt» tli 
and performed a work of incalculable advantage to the New H 
his family attend the West Presbyterian C'luirch, of vvliitis the 
l^ixlon, formerly of Harrisburg, was pastor \uttil 1H04. Mr. Fla 
age height, .slight build and erect iigurt*. His hair is white, bu 
dealt harshly with the lil>eral citi^ctai whost* carets’ i^resenfs so r 
and emulate. 

John I ). Archbold, vice-i)resident of tile Standartl Oil-t an 
youngest trustee during the entire existtmct* t»f the ( HF'rrust, fiu 
connected with petrt)leum from Ins youth. No man is l>etter km 

liked personally in the oil-r< 
his father, a zealous M«*tliociis 
his good motlier, one of the m 
whom this country cnvrs an 
gratitude, lie infierited the c|u 
atul heart that acihtweil succi 
multitudes friends. A iner 
re|>orts of g«»hlc:*n o|i|Kirtim 
him from Ohit^ tt> the Inml of 
first engaged as a shippingaie 
ville refinery. His prompit: 
atid pleasant address won li 
promotion. He soon learned 
of refining and his active mi 
remedies for a mnnber o( de 
Nt‘yliart iiniuceti him to taki 
warehouse in New Vink Cfily 
refmed-oil. Hi.s energy and rare tact irK*reuHed tlie trade of the 
steadily. WTr. KockeMler met the liright young man and offereti 
sible position with the Standard. He was made presklent of tin 
ing Com[)atiy, then among the largest in the Ihdted Htiites. He 
(gmlity of its products and was entruslwl with tfie negotliilioin 
many refiners into the comliination. He hiul resided at lltiisv 
married the daughter of Major Mills, and was the |irindpitl rtif 
the Standard in the producing secticm. When the 1>«st was 
removed to New York and sui>ervmed especially the refilling': 
united coqiorations. His splendid executive tiilent, keen 
energy and honorable manliness were simply lnviiliiitl»lt% Mr 
Iiopniar in society, ha.s an ideal honu*, ref presents the Stiifidard iii 
of different companies and merits the high eifteem iingrucliiigly 
his a.ssociates in basiness and his act|uaintiincs*s everywhere. 

The personal traits and business-sutx*i*s«e» of iliark*s Pr«r 
member of the Standard Trust, were tyfiical of American civliyitti 
of |>oor parents in Massachusetts, where he was liorii in i%», i 
pelled him to leave home at the early age, of ten and »*ek work <1 
toiled three years for his Ixmrd and a short tenn at schtail 
his board and clothes he next worked in a Boston grmvry. Ilk 
money, of which he always sj>oke witli pride a» having been iiiitd 
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hfutlu hv t*anu‘<l whilr IcarnitiK' tlu* tiuu*luuisUr:uU‘ at Newton, in his native 
stale. With the savings of his tlrst year in the machine-shop he entered an 
aeacleniy, studying ililigtmtly twelve months and subsisting on a dollar a week. 
Idjen he entered a Boston palnls-and-oil 
sli*re, tl«‘vtittng his hdsurt* hours to study aiul 
self improvement. Coming to Nt‘vv York in 
1851, he elerketl in Apph’toit’s pu])lishing- 
huitse and later in a paint-store. In 1H54 he 
joinetl i\ T. Rt*ynolds and h\ W, Ik'Vtmina 
paintssuuhoil estahllslutumt, I*etroleum re- 
tining became' imp<»rtant and the purtne.rs 
separateil in iHhy, Reynolds ('ontrolling the 
paints tlepartmenl and Cdtarles Pratt ^ Co. 

Ciindticling the oibhrimt'h of the husine.ss. 
llie Hureess of the latter firm as oil-refiners 
was ejctraordinary, Astraboil was in de- 
tnantl every wltere, I'he works at Brooklyn, 
eontliuioim and surprising as was their ex- 
liariHion, fotintl it tliffieult to keep pace with 
the consumption, I1te firm etitered into 
the iisstnaatlon with the Clevelimd, Pittsburg and Philadelphia companies that 
eultnimtled In the Slaitdard Oil Tru.Ht, Mr. Pratt holding the relation of presi- 
ilent Ilf the ilmrleH-Pnilt Mamtfaetnnng Company. Ik* lived in Brooklyn and 
tlletl siitidetily at sixlyAiiree, an attack of Iteart -disease that prostrated him in 
IiIh New»Vork office proving fatal in tltree hours. For thirty years he devoted 
intU'h of hiH time to the iihilaiUhropies with which his name will be perpetually 
identified. He built and ecptifiped IVatt Institute, a .sclmol of mamial arts, at a 
of two-rniilion dollars. He H|H*nt a half-million to erect the Astral Apart- 
inent ilniklings, the revenue of which is secured to the Institute as [lart of its 
endowment. He devoieil a halbmillion to tlie Adelphia Academy and a ciuar- 
tti iinllion towards the new edifi<*e of lunauuel Baptist Church, of whicli he 
was a devout, generous member. His home-lift* was marked by gentleness 
and afliHiion and he left his htmily an estate of fifteen to twenty-millions. 
Cliiirles IViitt wm a man of few words, alert, positive and unassuming, some- 
titiirs blunt lit business, but always courtt*ous, trustworthy and de.serveclly 
estreineil for liberality and energy, 

A, lloHtwick. a member of the Standard Trust from its inception, 
wa«l*orti in Hew York State, s|Hmt his babyhood in Ohio, whither the family 
when he was ten years old, and died at slxty-two, His business-educa- 
tion Is'gaii m Oerk In 11 biiiik at Covington, Ky. There he first came into pub- 
4 lt* iiotteeiiH II eoltondiroker, removing to New York in 186410 conduct the 
same busineHs on a larger scale. He secured interests in territory and oil-wells 
III hViinkllii ill i« 6 o, orgimtml the firm of J, A. Boitwick & Co, and enpged 
rxteii*%lvrly III refining. The linn [irospered, bought immense tiuimtities of 
rnide ami Inrreuited iw refining capacity extensively. Mr, Bostwick was active 
in loriiiiiig the Hmndard DibTrust and was its first treasurer. He severed his 
roiitirctlon with his oil-partner, W. IL Tilford, who also entered the Sbmdard 
Oil ikiiiipany Seven years tefore his death he retired from the. oil-business to 
iicrt^pl tliif presltiency of the New York ^ New Bhigland Railroad. Hejidd the 
fawliioii six yimm iind wii» succeeded by Austin Corbin. Injuries during a fire 
fit Itw rotmtry*sent in Miwiiiironeck caused his death. Tlie fire started in Fred- 
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<irick A. Constable’s stables, in real* of Mr. Bostwit:k’s. Cnknowi 
man, who was piishinj^ behind it, Mr. liostwick seized the whittleti 
riajfe. Suddenly the vehicle swerved and the owner was viole 
against the side of the stable. The ct)achnian saw his ])eril and p 
Tiage back. Mr. Bostwick reeled forward, his fat'e wlnle with pi 
moaning upon a buckboard. “ Don’t leave me, Mr. Williams,” 
to his son’s tutor, ” I fear I am badly hurt.” I'he suflerer was e 
house, became imcon.scious and died in ten minutes, surrouiuled 
of his household and his neighbors. In iHS6 Mr. Bostwick marrit 
of h'ord Smith, a retired Cincinnati merchant, who removed to K< 
ing the war. They had a son and two daught<‘rs. I'he daughters 
were in Europe when their father met his tragic fate. 'Fhe vvi<Iovv 
inherited an estate of twelve millions. Mr. Bostwick was HIj 
wealth, giving largely without ostentation, horrest College, iit Ne 
and the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church of New Vt)rk were s|>ecaal rec 
bounty, while his private benefactions atnoutUed to many thous 
He was strict almost to sternness in his dealings, prt‘rerring' justice 
in busine.ss. 

These were the si.v trustees of the Standard Oil-Trust us first < 
whom the world has heard and read most. Mtmy of Ihtt twti iho 
holders of the Standard Oil-Company are widely kiuiwn. Benjam 
president of the National-Transit Company, retired with an amplt* I 
successor, H. IL Rogers, tlie iiresent head of the |>ipediue syst( 
.alike for business-sagacity and sensilile benefactitms. llu* great 
No. Broadway, the largest oirice-l)uilding in New York octm 
‘Concern, is the Standard headquarters, hktdi fhior has oiu* <ir t 
vments, managed by competent men and all under su|K'rvision of th 
vchief oflicials. From the basement, yvitli its massive vauits and s\ 
plant, to the roof every inch is titilized tiy huiulreds iif liook-keep 
ants, stenographers, telegraphers, clerks and heads of diviHitiUH. 
moves v/ith the utmost precision and smoutlmess. President Rts 
his private oflices on the eighth floor, next tim spat*itnis room i 
Executive Committee meets every day at noon for csmsultation. 
Mr. Archbold and Mr. Rogers are lot'aled conveniently. Tht» huI« 
acterof the building and the businessd ike aspect of the deparlitr 
visitors most favonibly. 'Fhere is an utter abseiua* of gingerbreiu 
ornamentation, of confusion and [lerjilexing hurry, Tiie very air, 
of the telegraph-in.struments, the noiseless motion of the elevut 
.prompt dist)atch of business indicate solidity, intelligeiuai iitid |Ma 
From that building the movements of a force of eni|>loyfiH* nttiii 
the United States army and scattered over taith hernis|>heres, i 
The sails of the Standard fleet whiten every sea, its pnalitcts a 
wherever men have learned the value of artificial light and Its iwi 
versal synonym for the highest development of commerciiil enl«?t 
age or country. 

Business-men recall with a shudder the frigtitftil stringency in tl^ 
the lapd industries dr(;) 0 |)ed and witliered and died, Raw malerin 
itself, had no market. Commerce ianguishcfd, wages dwhiciled. r 
lapsed, factories suspended, and myriads of workmen lost their Jolii, 
■cut down expenses to the lowest notch, loans were culled in iit ii t 
JSice, debts were compromised at ten to fifty cents on tlie dollar, tisc 
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cliirk luul t!it‘ fuliirt* glooiny, I lu* Inilanrtr of trade was heavily against the 
Ihiltvil Stati'H. (kwerninent securilies tuinhied and a steady drain of gold to 
Imu'o|h‘ set in, I he etioiis ot Congress, the I'reasury Department and syndi- 
t ati’H of UankefH to stem the* tidt*ol clisasterwen* on a parvv'ith Mrs. Partington’s 
iittem|>t lo sweep hac*k the oeean with a sixpenny-broom. Amid the general 
denieirnli/atiein, wliien tlte liutiott seemed ha.steningto positive ruin, one splendid 
enterprise alone exteiuled its business, multiplied its resources and was largely 
instrmnentid in resttiring public confidence. 

1‘he Standard i hi i’oinpany, unrivalletl iti its etiuipment of brains and skill 
aiul capital not merely breasted the st(»rm successfully, but did more than all 
tither agetuaes taimbitied to avert widtspread bankrupt('y. llirough the sagacity 
and foresight tjf this great corporation (Tude oil advantxsl fifty per cent. , thereby 
dmittling and trelding the prosperity of the firoducing sections, without a corres- 
pomling rise in refined. By this wise policy, which only men of nerve and genius 
lainld have riirriedoiit, home consumers were not taxed to benefit the oil-regions 
iind the ex|it*rts of petroleurmprtHlm'ts swelled enormously. As the result, 
while the American demand tnereased eonstantly. millions upon millions of 
dtillars IIowihI in from abroad, materially diminishing the Fairopean drainage of 
lilt* yellow mrtal from this side of tfie Atlanta*. The salutary, far-reaching ef- 
fects t»f mvh miinagrmtiil, by reviving faith and stimulating the flagging energies 
t»f the ciHintry, exerted iin infiiumce upon the common welfare words and figures 
cimniit eHliimite. I*t*trttlenin fireHerved the thread of golden traffic with foreign 
lliitlotiH. 

Htiii, SiiiiUiel C, Ikidil tine of the nlilesl lawyers Pennsylvania has pro- 
fliiceil, Ih general sulirllor tif the Standard and resides in New York. Mis fatlier, 
the veiierabh* Ltni Doild, «‘slablished the first Sunday-scliool and was iiresi- 
thnit tif tin* Hetaitul company that liored for oil at Franklin, the birthiilace of 
his son III iHjfi. Young Suimiel learned printing, graduated from Jefferson 
Collrge in 1H57, sUidliHi law with jnnu*H K. Kerr and was admitted to the Ve- 
naiigii liar in Angunt of 1H59. His brilliant talents, conscientious application 
aiul legal ac«|iilremerits quickly wtm him a leading place among the successful 
jiirisiH of the state. During a practice of 
nearly Iweiilyawo yearn in the canirts of the 
dlHlrid iint.i commonwealth he nmod in the 
front rank of Ins profi^Hsloti. He nerved with 
credit III the (.‘onstltuliomd CotiveiUkai of 
1H73, framing mime of Its most imporliuit iiro» 
visions, He traveled iitiroad and wriite <le» 
ncriiitioriH of foreign littnlH so tliarrning they 
iiii||lit iiave come from WiiHlnngttin Irving 
atid N. I*. Willis, IlmHeletihtn by the Htan- 
liiird DilHViitit in iMt its its general solicitor 
was It marked rerogniticni of his superior abib 
liirs. I1iti iMisition, one of the numt promb 
iient iiticl resfionsible to which a lawyer can 
alfaiii, tleimiiidfal exceptional qualifications, 
liow^ raftably it has been filled the rtstords of bamusl c. t. nuDu. 

all matters coiicrniing the Standard 

abiiiiikittly deiiioiwtrate. Mr. Dodd's profound knowledge of d.irporation-Iaw, 
eitiiiieitl of jtiHlice, forensic skill, rare tact and edear brain have steered 

tlti^ great ttiiirpiiity salety and honorably through many suits involving grave 
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questions of right and millions of money. The paptTS he prepared 
the Standard Trust have been the models for all such documents 
left his desk. Terse logic, sound reasoning, pointed analysis and a 
pression distinguish his legal opinions and arguments, combining th 
Damascus blade with the beauty of an epic. He is a delightful co 
alist, sincere friend and prudent counsellor, kindly, affable and tlu 
right. His home, brightened by a loving wife and devoted family, ij 
happy. Amid the cares and anxieties incident to professional life 
tivated his fine literary-taste, writing magazine-articles and wtH)ing 
at intervals of leisure only too far apart. He has the honor of writi 
poem on petroleum that ever appeared in print. It was a rich 
roll's Isles of Greece" and was published in the spring of i86o, 


The land of Grease 1 the land of Grease ! 

Where burning Oil is loved and siuig ; 
Where flourish arts of sale and lease, 

Where Rouseville rose and Tarville sprung; 
Eternal summer gilds them not, 

But oil-wells render dear, each spot. 


'Tis awful when you bore a w< 
Down in the earth «ix«hundi 
To find that not a single tmell 
Comes up your anxious nof< 
For what is led the bored om 
For Grease a wish ; for Greaw 


The ceaseless tap, tap of the tools, 

The engine’s puff, the pump’s dull squeak, 
The horsemen splashing through the pools 
Of greasy mud along the Creek, 

Are sounds which cannot be suppress’d 
In these dear Ile-lands of the Bless’d. 


Must I but wish for wells ?«or< 
Must I but weep? No, I mu 
Earth, render back from out t! 

A remnant of thy odorouii ol 
If not three-hundred, grant be 
Freeious barreli a day to me. 


Deep in the vale of Cherry Run 
The Humboldt Works I went to see. 
And sitting there an oil-cask on 
I found that Grease was not yet free ; 
For busily a dirty carl 
Was branding “ bonded ” on each barrel. 


What ( silent still ? and silent 
Ah no ! the rushing of the gi 
Sounds like a distant torrent’s 
And answers, bore ahead, y« 
A few feet more; you mlis the 
Because you don’t go deep eno 


I sat upon the rocky brow 
Which o’erlooks Franklin-far-famed town I 
A hundred derricks stood below 
And many a well of great renown ; 

I counted them at break of day, 

And when the sun set where were they ? 


In vain 1 in vain ! Full up the ^ 
Kill high the cup with lager- 
Leave oil-wells to tht cra*y fo 
Who from the East arc flock 
See at the first sight, of the car 
How hurries each red-ihirted 


They were still there. But where art thou, Fill high the cup with lag«r-bi 


My dry-hole? On the river-shore 
The engine stands all idle now, 

The heavy auger beats no more ; 
And must a well of so great cost 
Be given up and wholly lost ? 


The maiden* in their prow* 
Towards my lease their fiootih 
To see if yet my fortune's ms 
But sneeri their pretty fares si 
To find I have not yet itruck o 


Place me in Oil Creek’s rocky dell, 
Though mud be deep and prices high ; 
There let me bore another well 
And find petroleum or die. 

No more I’ll work this dry-hole here ; 
Dash down that cup of lager-heer. 


One of those few and rare occasions upon which John D. Rot 
prevailed upon to addres.s an audience was last March in New York, 
gathering of the Young Men’s Bible Class of the Fifth-Avenue Eiipti 
Much that he said was extremely interesting. In laying down lUfin 
precepts he brought forth several lessons from the experiences of hli 
By references to his first ledger, as he called it, which was nothing rr 
small paper-covered memorandum-book, he explained how he iimnai 
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fiiu>ju*y t*vcn on a small salary. Flu* liltk* book (.'ontaiiiccl the first items of his 
recfipts and exiHsulitures when he first l)eKan to earn money. To judge from 
tlie c'ure with which he handled this reminder of his early struggles, Mr. Rocke- 
feller was in ejirnest wlum lu‘ intimated lliat it would require a fortune to pwr- 
ehase it. His address, purely informal and conversational, was warmly ap- 
plaudeti by his hearers aiul (*omnu*nded by the press. Its practical wisdom and 
the light it throws upon the early life of a most successful man entitle it to care- 
ful prt‘Servation. Mr. Ro(*kefeller said, as reported by the New-Vork Tribune: 

l.rl mv Htiv tiuu a Mivt'M mvn kioU ot pUnintui- to hv lu*iv lo-tiiKht. Althouf^h I oumot 
niAkv you n hpri't h. I luivt* hotUKht with nu- to slum- you youuK: uu-n a littlo lK)ok— a hook, I think , 
\vhi< h may iutro-st yon. U Is ilu' first Uslgor I kopt. I was traliunl in huHitu-Hs allalrH and how 
to krrp u . I ho prat lit i* ttf konping^ a litth* porstutal Icdgor l)y young jnen juHl .starting in 

husiufSH juut oaitiiug tiumt-v anti rtHpilriug Itt h-aru its valm* is, I tldnk, a good one. In the first 
slrnggle U* gft a louUng atul if ytni feel us 1 did I uni sorry lor you, although 1 would not he 
without the menitUN til that situggle I kept mym-etmnlH In this hook, also some meiutirunda of 
Huie iut ItleiUs that seemetl it» me imptirtunt. In afler-yeurH I found that hook and brought it to 
New Vork. It is more tluui (orty-tvvti years Hinee I wrtile whiit it eonlains. I eall It Ledger A, 
itnt! m*w I plave the greatest value up<m it. I have thouglit tlmt It would lie a little help to 
f«»me of yon ytmng men to reatl one or two extraets frtmi this ledger. [Mr. Rockefeller then 
prodiu tnl Uttm hfs pocket, carefully enveloped in paperi-wrapping, the ledger to whieh he re- 
fer retl, anti I'tiniinuetl his lemarkHl ; 

When I ftmnd this iMiok ret enlly I thought It hud no eover, heeuuie It hud writing upon its 
hat k, I hatl utflfiisetl the covet tt» write upon, In those days I was economical, even with i>aper. 
When I reatl It thrt»ugh It hroughl to niy mind reinemhnnices of the care with which 1 used to 
recoitl my llUle Items ofteielptH ami tllshutHements, matterH which many of you young men arc 
talhet t arelesH t»vei. I believe it Is a reUgltius duty to get alt the money yon cun fairly and 
lioneHlly; to keep all yt»u can atnl to give away all you cun. I think that is a problem that you 
at e alt tamlliar with , I have t«dd y<m before what pleasure this little hook gives me. I thirc not let 
yon read it thtough, het ause my chlldreti, who have read It, say that I did not spell toolh-hrunh 
eorrecity, fLaughtei,] Hut ytiu know we have tmnle great progresH in our Mpelllng and I sup- 
pose some changes have taken place sinee tluise days. (Renewed laughter.) I have not seen 
this hook for twentvdive years, U does not look like a modern ledger, <loeH it? But you could 
tnd get that Iwiok ht»m me h»r all the modern ledgers in New York, nor for all that they would 
bring, It iihnost brings learn to my eyes when I reutl over this little hook, and it fdln rne with a 
HwiHeof gratlinde that 1 cannot eJsprrsH. It slums largely what I receivtnl ami what I paid out 
dm ing mv first \rars of husiness. It shows that from Seplemher twenty-HlHth, 1H55, until Jumuvry 
firni, I received fco. CUB <rf that I pnht my washerwoman and the huly I boarded with, and 
savrtl a little money to put away. I urn luU iisimmerl to read it over to you. 

Among other things I fiiut that I gave a eenl to the Sunduy-Hcluml every Sunday. Tluti i.s 
not a very large sum, is it f But that was all the immey 1 Imd to give for that parlh-nlar object. 

I was also giving to several other religious tdijeclM. VYhut 1 could aflbrd to give I gave- regu- 
larH . as I was tiinghi to do, and it has been a pleasttre to me all nty life to do ho, 

f hint a large increase hi my revemte tite fiext year. It went up to |JS a mouth, I bcgmi to 
tie a capitalist and, had I regarde*! myself then m we regard eapltnllsts now, I ought to have fdt 
like a criminal lireituse I had so much numey. Hut we had nti irustH or mtmtipolics then. 
fLawgliter.l I paid my iwvii hills and always Itatl a little something to give away, and the happl- 

of saving some, In fini, I am iu»t so Imleperidetrt now as I wan then. It is true I could not 
secure the tiuwi fashlonalde cut «rf clothing. I remember I bought mine then of a Jew. 
floiiighter.l Itr Sold me cltritring cheap, chrtUing such as I could pay for, and it was a great deal 
Iwlier tlisift buying clothing that I could not pay for. I tUd not make any t»t>ligatltmg I could not 
mrei. I llvisl wltldn my meariM, and my advice to ytm young men l« to do just the same. 

Hr, Fiiunre Inw Just told you that all young men who come to this church are welcome and 
lire never asked to whom they belong or where they eume Irmu, Hut there is just one question 
I wottlil like to ask, t would like to know how many of you come from the city and how many 
come from the cewntry. (Mr. Rockerfeller asked, as a perionitl favor. If all those preitmt in the 
fooitt who mtm from the country would raise their right baud. Fully three-quarterf of the 
number did so.) Now, wimt a story that tells I 

To fiiy ittlttil ilwre l» something unfortiumte In being Imrn in a city. You have not had the 
»triiggl« III the city that, we have had who worn roared In the country. Don’t you notice how 
III© nieti from the country ke^> crowding you out here^-you who have wealthy fathers? These 
young tneii IVom the eountry are turning things around and are taking your city. We men from 
'the ctfuatry if « willing to do more work. W© wer© pr^imred by our experience to do hard work. 
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I miiember a little time ago I was in the country aiul saw a au‘i»enter placing minerji 
the roof of a city servant’s bedroom, so that the man should not fed the heat of th 
hear the patter of the rain-drops on the roof. I could not at the time help recalliu 
enceof my boyhood, when I slept under a roof. While I could not see the .shingles 
I could peep through the cracks in them. It was pretty hot in the summer up the 
tell you. But I think I was better for all that sort of experience, for having been r 
country in that sturdy, practical way, and my heart is .sometimes full «»f .siulne.ss as 1 
the condition of the number of young fellows in thi.s city whom I happen lt> know \\ 

They are in the embarrassing position that their fathers have great sumH of ?non< 
boys have not a ghost of a chance to compete with you who come from the country a 
to do something in the world. Vou are in training now to shortly take tlic places td 
men. I suppose you cannot realize how many eyes are upon you and lu>w great Is 
ing interest that is taken in you. You may not think that, when you are lonely and ft 
to get a footing. But it is true that, in a place like this, true interest is taken in y 
left the school-house I came into a place similar tt> this, where I associated with pe< 
was good to know. Nothing better ccmkl have happened tt) me. 

I spoke just now of the struggle for success. What is success .•* Is it money ? 
have all the money you need to provide for your wants. Who is the poorest man i 
I tell you, the poorest man I know of is the man who has nothing hut money ttt> 
the world upon which to <levote his ambition and thought. That hs the st>rt of man 
be the X)aorest in the world. Money is good if you know how It) use it. 

Now, let me leave this little word of ctjunsel for you. Keep a little letlger, m I 
down in it what you receive, and do not be ashamed to write tiowa what you jja; 
that you pay it away in such a manner that your father or mother may ltK)k over yt 
see just what you did with your money. It will help you to save and that 

do. When I spoke of a poor man with money 1 .spoke ugaiimt the poverty of that r 
no affection for anything else, or thought for anything else but money. That kind o 
not help his own character, nor does he build up the character of another. 

Before I leave you I will read a few items from my ledger, I fmd in Imiklngi 
was saving money all this time, and hi the course of a few years I had saved |i,atKK 
.some of my expenses. I see that from November twenty-fourtli, 1H55, to April, tSj 
clothing 19,09. I see also, here, another item which I am iuclimKl tti think its ( 
because I remember I used to wear mittens. The item is a pair of fur^gloves, for v 
12.5a. In the same period, I find I gave away In one month ! gave to foreign 

cents; to the mile-society thirty cents, and there is also a contribution to the Kivi 
sion. I was not living then in New York, hut I suppt>se I felt tlutt It was in nwl 
sent up twelve cents to the mission. Then to the venerable teacher of my class I gio 
cents to make him a present. To the poor iieople of the cliurch I gave ten cents 
In January and February following I gave ten cents more and a further ten cents to 
missioms. Those contributions, small as they were, brought me Intt) direct contact 
thropic work, ana with the beneficial work and aims of religious instltutlouM, and 
helped thereby greatly all my life. It is a mistake for 11 man who wlihcs for happ 
help others to wait until he has a fortune "before giving to diserving objet’ti. [Orel 

And this exemplary citizen, who in his youth and poverty formet 
of systematic benevolence, who befriends the poor, who di 8 pensi?ii cl 
a bountiful hand, who helps young men better their condition, who 
lions for education and religion, who believes in the justice of Cki 
rights of man, who has woven the raveled skeins of 11 weakened inc 
the world’s grandest business-enterprise, assassin.^ of character pi« 
cold-blooded oppressor, a base coaspirator, a “devourer of widows 
an abettor of larceny and instigator of arson I “Oh, Shame I where Is tl 

Although the Standard pays the highest wages in the work! and 
had a serious strike in its grand army of forty-thousand men, not oni 
reduction was ordered during the panic. No works stopped and no 
were turned adrift to beg or starve. On the contrary, improvements 
tions were made continually, the force of workmen was augmented, 
paid for everything bought, no claims remained unsettled and nobc 
wait an hour for money ju.stly due. These are points for the tollln 
whom prejudice against big corporations sometimes misleads, to 11 
and consider before accepting the creed that wesrlth and dishonor m 
mous, that each is the creature of the other and both are twin-links o) 


A \viaj,.sii(K)ri<:K. 

Thi* Oil-City itst-lf as 

livt^ly its a glycfrineexplosiun, in a 
Hpasm of tlynantitt’»(‘iUhttsiasni loaded 
lip atul fired off this (•(•('t’nlrii’ily : 

Tat Magnesw wafi n nhm>ter bold, 

Wht» hiUKllrd glyfcrinf ; 

Atid though h«’ hud no priuling-Hhop 

He run a mugaiint. 

And while htshitd tt level heml, 

Aiul htwineHy^ plcniy found, 

’'MtiHt ev’ry job he undertook 
He ran into the ground. 

He never elalmed expert to be, 
lint what he «b«! wm right, 

And wtien he ihot a well, you see, 

Hr did h ‘‘out of iight.** 

He seemed to like hli daily toll, 

Its dangers tlitl not fear ; 
tlehi help hi* jmtron* to find oil, 

And then he'd dliitppenr. 

S<»m«timei he shot wells with a squib, 
When at the prt»per level ; 

Hornet imei when he had b«en to rhureh, 
He iln*t with a go-dtvlh 

H« always had a great tin»ih«ll 
titsifle him on the seal, 

Had horaet gtHtal and drove like— well, 

No mcmi grew on Ihtir ftt t. 

And when h@ drove along the road, 

And that wai every day, 

Wl*e |>eiipk all, who knew his load, 

Gave tiim the right of way, 

III* wife owe* ftahl 5 ** I greatly fear 
'Thai you will yet l>« blown 
Tomtoms, if you don’t, my dear, 

1,^1 wtH enough alone. ** 

** Some day then’ll b« a thuodtr^sound j 
And iemitertil far ami near, 

O’tr hill and dale and all around, 

Will l» my htiihtnd dtmr.’* 

Etplled Mftfitew i ” I rail to mind— 
lilt wtirdi are nowise ilckly-- 
That Hilly ihakii^are mm remarked i 
* *Twtre wtll ll wtrt dcwi* quickly.’ 

*'Aiiil ril bt blown,” coiilltittfd Fat, 

** If I didn’t want ft known, 

Tliftt Td rithtr fet bydyiwmlt# 

Ttaa by a w©«fta Wown*^' 


THI'. OLD VICAR DONE IN OIL. 

old Year! tninsported by fast freight, 

With neither tlrawhaek nor rebate, 

I low odd it seeniiK to <[iu)te thee ” late I ” 
Old Year ! sinee thou wcrl Btruck, alas I 
What suriaee showH have men let pass 
They promised oil and yielded gas 1 
OUl Year! teHt-wells of crude that smelt, 
But had no sand, like hhows w<mld melt. * 
Kew always drill st might on the belt 1 
oUl Year! tliy option has expired, 
Certifieates have been retired 
And royalty in full retiuired, 

Old Year! thy territory’s played, 
Fipngeand slorage-dmrges i)aid, 

Tanks emptied and delivery made. 

Old Year! a twelvemonth pump'd thee dry. 
Now tools and cable are laid by, 

Engine and derrick idle lie. 

Old Year! developments are o’er, 

The paralBne has cltJgg’d eacli pore 
And thou shall operate no more. 

Old Vearl lease out and rig in dust, 

Time 011 thy boiler, left to rust, 

Writes the prtKlucer’s motto : ” Bu’st 1 ” 
And when it come.t our turn to be 
Immedliue shipment o’er life’s sea, 

Old Year I we’ll put a call for thee 1 

THE CANINE’S DOOM. 

When the ( )il-City Derrick had its 
circuH with the Allegheny-Valley Rail- 
road it fell to iny lot to write up most 
of the incidents of the conflict. Occa- 
sionally a bit of doggerel like this liit 
the popular fancy : 

Mosul had a great big dog, 
nil hair was black as jet, 

And everywhere that Moici went 
That pup was sure to get. 

One day, upon the Valley 'Road 
When Moiea went to ride. 

The faithful canine fallow’d clofe 
And sat down by bis side. 

But when the train to Scrubgrasi got 
The daily wreck occurr’d, 

The ctfi cav«>fted down the bank 
Without one warning word. 

Sad was that haplets puppy’s fate— 

Bo mangled, burn’d and drown’d,. 

Not a bologna could be made 
From all the fragments found I 
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JUST ODDS AND ENDS. 


IIi»w N'ATi!RAL»CiAi4 Played Ith Pakt—Fihk and Water Much in Evidence— 
t’liANiiKH IN Mktiddh and Ai‘i»lian(;e8— Deserticd Towns—Pkculiar Coin- 
i‘ii*LNnwH AND Fatalities Railroad Krisodes— Reminiscences of Bycjone 

Sr'R:NES ■'•■PRAl^TICAL jDKERH*«“SAD TRA<#EDIKS~LI(;i1TS AND SHADOWS In- 
rt««MINt*t,E AND TDK (’DETAIN FaX,LS ForEVER. 


tlir vrry »iDirR of 

•' iDiiI Irmhri, winH iiiitl wtHitlu*! . varii'il it^ms strung togelher/'—O// Ciiy De^‘rkU, 

" Liiiigli wlitjii wr hr rumlitl whrii wt» 

•' ‘ A Dirkrr-up of truies ’ 

Fnitn itutiiv wouirt*H lurlisi luid fnnt'ies rifles.”— 

” I'lvrrv heiu'^r tiiivr ii riig4mg niul u grurnU HtorrrtK>m.”-«A//.vji' Pm ha, 

A iHltr UiUV’irnHr n«»w lunl thru in rrUnUtHlliy the wisest 

" Lrl tlttVM on, nor l ount how miniv Mwell 
1*hr rjiimide of IIJV'h lun k rhnmirU*.” -/iW/nw. 

" LTnid tnrmory brings Ihr light of niber tluvs urnmul wwP-^-Ammymms, 

" riM«4r n|» ill?# rvrn iinti ilruw the rnrtuin yUm'P^Shakf.sptHUff, 

" T'air tbrr w^rll ! innl if lorrvrr, «^till forever fun* thw wt'IU’'--//rrrw, 
fliirtl rtial And rlrv wtnul asgcHnl fuel mny rush, 

Hut 1 ’Hri‘t btibl M i'Rinlle to uttlurii) y[,m.---(ingmuL 
*' ILilf ligtil, Indf fityidow, let mv H|iirit slet*j».‘’- 
sjib; bv »i*le itniy we stAiid at the hame little dour when uH'h do!U\”--'flmw Meredith, 

\'FIIRAL“GAS, the deanest, slickest, handiest fuel 
that ever wanned a heart or a tenement, is the right 
iHiwer of mule«petroleum. It is the one and only 
fuel that mines, transportH and feed.H itself, without 
digging evt*ry spoonful, screening lumps, carting, 
frttighling and shoveling into the stove or furnace, 
(fctiing it does not imperil the limbs and lives of 
{loor miners the most overworked and underpaid 
class in Pennsylvania— in the dump and darkness of 
deatlDtraps hundreds of fetd beneath the surface of 
die ground. You drill a hole to the vital spot, lay 
a pl|ie from tlie well to tlie home or factory, turn a 
ito|MTH*k to let out the vapor, toucli off a match 
and there it is-the brightest, cleanest, steadiest, 
hotti^st fire on earth. Not a 8t>eck of dust, not an 
itltiiti tif sfitoke, titil u |.iartlele of cinder, not a taint of sulphur, not a bit of ashes 
%vxr# yoiir miiil or tries your lemta^r. lliere Is no carrying of coal, no dump- 
ing Ilf cliiikeil griitits, no waiting for kindling to catch or green wood to burn, 
tin ictildiiig iilMiist sulky ftms, no post|Kinement of heat because the wind blows 
lit lliif iffoitg tliiT^nlon. Ilitie Monday is robbed of all its terrors, the labor of 
tioti»ke©piiif li lightened find huibands no longer object to starting the fire on 
cold A life© may tie let burn all night in winter and kept on 

top III ittiimitr oiily when needed. It ii lighted or extinguished as readily as 




430 


Sf^ETCHES IN CEUnE-O/L. 


the gas-jet in the parlor. It melts iron, fuses glass, illumines mills and 
broils steaks to perfection and does away with many a fruitful source c 
ily-broils. It saves wear and tear of muscle and disposition, lessens tli 
duction of domestic quarrels, adds to the pleasure and satisfaction of livii 
carries the spring-time of existence into the autumn of old age. Set in a 
metal frame, with background of asbestos and mantel al)ove, its glow is 
ful as the hickory-fire in the hearth. It gives us the ingle-nook mode 
and improved, the chimney-corner brought down to date. It glides tl 
eighty-thousand miles of pipes in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Ii 
and New York and employs a hundred-million dollars to suf>ply it to ] 
within reach of the bounteous reservoirs the kindly earth has treasui 
through the centuries. If it be not a blessing to humanity, the fault lit 
the folks and not with the stuff. The man who spt)uts gas is a nuisant 
the well that spouts gas is something to prize, to utilize and be thaukf 
Visitors to the oil-region or towns near enough to enjoy the luxury, l>eh 
the beauty and adaptability of natural-gas, may be pardoned for breakh 
tenth commandment and coveting the fuel that is Nature’s legal-tender 1 
comfort and convenience of mankind. 

The pretty town of Fredonia, in New York state, three miles from 
Erie and forty-five south-west of Buffalo, enjoys the distinction of fir.Ht 
natural-gas for illuminating purposes. It is a beautiful place, famous f< 
roads, fine scenery and fine vineyards. Canodonay Creek, a small but 
stream, passes through it to the lake. Opinions vary as to the exact date 
the gas was utilized, some authorities making it 1821, others 1824 and 
1829. The best information fixes it at 1824, when workmen, in tearing do 
old mill, observed bubbles on the water that proved to be inflammable, 
hint was not lost. A company bored a hole orte-inch-and-a-half in dia 
into the limestone-rock. The gas left its regular chamtel, climbed the 
lighted a new mill and was piped to a hundred houses in the village at j 
of one-fifty a year for each. The flame was large and strong and for 
Fredonia was the only town in America lighted by nature-gas.” A gj 
eter was constructed, which collected eigMy-eighi cubic feet in twelve 1 
The inhabitants didn’t keep late hours. A mile nearer Lake Erie man 
bubbles gamboled on the stream. Efforts to convey the gas to the light- 
at Dunkirk failed, as it was only half the weight of air and would not de 
the difference in elevation. 

A light-house at Erie was lighted by natural-gas in 1831, “the By 
Spring,” a sheet of water through which the va|K)r bubbled, fumishiiij 
supply. A tower erected over the spring held the gas that iiccumwlfitecl 
ing the day and wooden-pipes conveyed it at night to the light-hcmse. 

Dr. Charles Oesterlin, a young German physician, sixty years ag 
packed his pill-boxes and hung out his little sign at Findlay, in Northwi 
Ohio. He was an expert geologist and mineralogist, but the flat Black 
afforded poor opportunities to study the rocks underlying the limestone, 
young physician detected the odor of sulphuretted hydrogen in the towr 
along the banks of the Blanchard River. It puzzled him to guess the soiii 
the odor. He spoke to the farmers, who smelled the stuff, knew nothlni 
cared less about its origin or properties. ^ Tlte Doctor searched for a sulj 
spring. In October of 1836 the solution came. A farmer was digging a 
three miles from town. A spring was tapped and the water “ boiled/^ ti 
diggers expressed it. Debating what to do, they were called to suppe 
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,1 tLirk «uul lighted a torcli to cxunuiic the well, l lolding the torch 
he wt«U an ex|>k)Hion startled them and a flame ascended that lasted for 
NoImhIv was seriously hurt, hut all thought the devil had a finger in the 
Ur. Oesterlin eonneeted the imntlenl with the odor and it confirmed his 
of a gas that would burn and might serve as fuel. At a stone-ciuarry he 
a cone of mud over a fissure, covered it with a bucket and applied a 
When the Dodor pi(!ked himself up in an adjoining corn-field the 
•t was still Hailing north towards 'foledo. Daniel h'oster, another Findlay 
I, clug a well in 1H38, (#as issued from the hole before water was seen, 
r had a practit al mind. I le inv('rled a copper-kettle over the hole, rigged 
i\vn pump-stock beneath the kettle, plastered around it with clay, joined 
pump-stt)cks togetlier, stuck an old gun-barrel in the end of the last one, 
d the gas in his kitcdien and by means of the llame boiled winter, roasted 
and illumined the apartment, 'fhen Dr. Oesterlin declared Findlay was 
over a vast caklron of gas. People laughed at him, adhered to tallow- 
md positively refusetl to swallow sucli a dose. Ik.*troleum-developments 
msylviiniii fortifietl his faith and he sought to interest the public in a 
tny to “ bore a hole twenty iiudies across.” Sinners in Noah’s day were 
iifHTvioim. Husiiu^ss’»rnen scoffed and dedinetl to subscribe for stock. 
ihI again in 1H64 and 1H67 with the same result. A com|)any was organ- 

0 niamifacture coal-giw. He talked of the absurdity of making gas at 
ty as iHjuai to setting up a manufactory of air or water. It was no use. 
t the triumph of naturabgas in Pennsylvania was manifested too strongly 
e olituse PlmllayiteH to ignore it. In 1HH4 the Doctor managed to enlist 
louHiiiid dollars of capital ntid start a well in a grove a mile east of town, 

the tMlor was pungent and gas flowing through a tile-i)ipe he planted 
ground burned for weeks. I le watched the i)rogress of the work with 
luixiety. 'fhe ho}H»s of fifty long years were to be grandly realisced or 
d f«»ri?ver, Hleeftless nights succ'eeded restle.sH days as the veteran’s 
beats kefit time with the rhythmic churning of the drill. At five, six and 
•Initulred feet morsels of gas tiuickened the expectations of success. At 
idiuudrecl feet, in the Trenton limestone, on November tenth, 18B4, gas 
forth with terrific force. The well was drilled six teen -hinul red feet and 
literecl Mlt-waler. It was plugged below the gas-vein, the gas was 
1, nn tmmeUHe flame shot up and for months a quarter-million feet a day 
d In the «tpett iiir. Fuullny grew from five-thousand to fifteen-thousand 
ititin and mamtfacturitjg fltiurished. Dr. Oesterlin, slight of frame, in- 
^ith age, Ills fhlii locks and beard white as snow, had waited fifty years 

1 viuilicatiorL It came when he had reached four-score, full, complete and 
htdiiiing. He bore his htiiiors meekly, lived to round out eighty-two and 
!rr Is It re«*t»rdcd that he even once yielded to the temptation of remark- 
* I told you so I” 

m wiiH used as fuel at ptnnping-wells on Oil Creek in 1862. It was first 
jfd In **gits«lmrrcls,” one pipe leading from the well to the receptacle and, 
*r friim the biirrtd to the holler. Many fires originated from the fiame, 
th«r presMirt! «if gii« was small, running back to the barrel and exploding 
puntpt?r at RouHcvlIle, seated on a gas-barrel at such a moment, went 
rcl and tiiity fa* ascending yet, as he never returned for his week’s wages. 
Htillwdil, iK'tler known as ” Buialo Joe,** drilled a gasser in 1867 at Oil 
in the site of the (#rt»enftckl Lumber-Company’s oftice. He piped the 
several houses, but the tlimger from constant changes of pressure led to. 
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- kolHTt Stt*pht*nHt>u i\>, sent him to China to join a steamer en}:caKC*cfl 
opium Uadr, In 1855 ht‘ entenal the st‘rviee of the Chinese j^overnment 
|)iresH pinu y on the eoast, and in 1857 startt‘d at Hou}^ Kon|^ the first en- 
IngdniHinesH in tlie vast empire ruled l)y tlu- |)ig-taiU‘d Brother of the Sum 
itetl Atiuitea in 1871 anti lived in Bhiladelpliia. Wantinji;' plenty of room, 
it tt> Niuthwesteru Pennsylvania, resided a year in Cranberry townshij), 
tied U> stay nmlsetthal on what substsiutmtly became the famous Speedily 
'Phe well hetirillet! in 1885 hatl neither oil nor gas in the usual forma- 
\eteian ofperators advised him to abandon it, but Speedily entertained 
III of his own anti the world kiutvvs the se(|UeI, Hevvais married in China 
I to Miss Margaret (hilbraith, wlm survives him, with two daughters, 
iKirn in C bina, and Adelaide, btini in America. His widow and chil- 
i’ctipy the oltl Imme on the farm. 

ihtip Potter, stopping at Narrowsburg in 1854, noticed jets of gas exuding 
he bank of the Delaware river at Dingman’s Ferry, forty miles above 
, and published an article on the subject. A company in i860 bored 
/ells, but the result was not encouraging, as politicians are the* most gase- 
rlieg Ntirthampton vmmty has produced for thirty yeans. A gas-well at 
dractetl eoiiHiderahle attention in 1H60 and was followed by a number 
which from a slinllow depth yielded fuel to run several factories. East 
iHil, Ohio, put tile prodiki to pradical u.se early in the seventies as a sub- 
for coal, llie first well, drilled in 1H60, caught fire and destroyed the 
anilogistH say nalurnbgaH is the rliHeintiudied spirits of plants that grew 
aittHhlfte of ages long lH‘fori‘the foundations of the buried coal-measures 
ltd, HO long ago hIuB up atul forsaken by the lightdiearled sun that it is a 
r they hadn’t forgotten their former afhnity. But they hadn’t. They 
out to the ilevauring kiss of tla*ir old (lame at the first ta[) of the drill 
r pHson hoiiHe, like a foolish girl at the return of a fickle lover. 'Phey 
Did Hoi flirting with their younger sister, playing sweet to a lot of new 
ion. Before they had time to form a sewing-drcle and resolve that all 
le sex lire horrid, they took fire wath indignation at his fu'kleness and the 
esHer’H forge and burst with a tremendous explo.sion. I'he fire was 
ed itnd gas poured out of the pioneer-well fifteen years. Street-lamps 
ft liiirniiig all day, whicli was cheaper than to bother putting them out, 
Hi I JverjM.MiI prospered as a hive of the poitt^ry-indu.stry. The celebrated 
: Eiist Bundy , Venango c,*oynty, which gave birth to Gas City in 1869, 
it year with a roar audible three miles. IkToming partially exhausted, 
wiw |iiit out and the iiriKluct was used for fuel at numerous wtdis. I'ht* 
i Mewtoii well, on the A, H. Nelson farm, was struck in May of 1872 and 
ti August to I’ittHvllle, five miles south-west. Its half-million cubic-feet 
supplied tlireedmndrrd firms and families with light and fuel. Henry 
ey iiitil A. M. Williams orgimiml the company, one of the very first in 
Ivaiila to utllke iialund-gas on an extensive scale. The same year gas 
le Diiinhiiig welt was piped to lAilrview and Fetrolia. The Waugh well 
»rHtown and the fkrliit at HiompsoiPs Corners, Butler county, were the 
g Hit* great I>eliimatt*r No. 2, near St. Joe, finished in 1874, 

itliH was till* biggest gas-well in the world. Its output was conveyed to 
liigatiills at Hliiirfisbwrg. The first ga8»well in Butler county is credited 
[ Criiwrll* of Newciistle, who drilled for sidt-water in 1840 near Centre- 
riti’k fi vein of the vapor at seven-hundred feet and fired it to heat his 
4tlftg-|mn»i. 
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At Leechburjr and Apollo natural-j^as has been use<l in pucldlin^-f 
since 1872. It will supply the huge mills at Vandergrift, the model tovvi 
to be the county«seat of Vandergrift county, which the next Legislature 
off from Armstrong, Westmoreland and contigiu)iis districts. It was 1 
of the cutlery-works at Beaver Falls from 1876 until the wells ceased pr< 
in 1884. In 1875 Spang & Chalfant piped it from Butler to their rnilh 
suburbs of Pittsburg. Though Pittsburgers knew of its value in the oil 
for twenty years, they regarded it as a freak and not cak'uluted to affe 
interests favorably. Iron manufactured by its means was of suf>erior 1 
owing to the absence of sulphur and the intensity of tlie heat. In 1H77 tl 
maker well opened the Murraysville gas-field, but that immense stt)reh 
potential energy lay dormant until Pew & Emerson piped the product t 
burg. In June of 1884 George Westinghouse, inventor of the air-brakt 
various electric-appliances, struck a gas-well near his residence in l*it 
From that date the development was enormous. Wells producing from 
twenty-million cubic-feet a day were in order. The Philadelphia Com 
Westinghouse was its president— alone tied ur> forty-thousand acTen of | 
ritory, drilled hundreds of wells and laid thousands of miles of pipes. 
James M. Guffey headed big wrporations that supplied Wheeling, a po 
Pittsburg and dozens of smaller towns. The ctjal displacement in Pi 
equaled thirty-thousand tons daily. Twenty and twenty-fmir-inch main 
sected the city. Iron, brass, steel and metal-working establishments cor 
it. Glass-factories turned out by its aid plate-glass such as mankind hin 
seen before. The flaming breath of the new demon transfornred the \ 
ance and revolutionized the iron- manufacture of the Birmingham of Ai 
The Smoky City was a misnomer. Soot and dirt and smoke and cinch 
appeared. People washed their faces, men wore “l)iled shirts” an 
dressed in white. The touch of a fairy-wand could not have made a tt 
splendent change. Think of green gra.ss, emerald hues, clear Hunliu 
clean walls in Pittsburg I At first timid folks feared to intn»duce it, ht'cii 
pressure could not be regulated. All this has been remedied, The r 
hissing monster that almo.st bursts the gauge at the well is tamed ami stilij 
to the meekne.ss of a dove by valves and gasometers, which can recit 
pressure to a single ounce. Queer, isiPt it, that Ilttsburg should t>i* mt 
phosed by uatural-gas— the fires of hell as it were™ “into a city of de 
homes, an industrial paradise? 

Gas-wells of high pressure were found in Ohio by thousands, iii 
striving to vie with the oil-wells which, beginning at Mecca in 1H60 niicl 
at Lima, stocked up twenty-million barrels of crude. Over tltreeduinclre 
panics were chartered in a year to supply every town from Clncinniiti t 
tabula. Natural-gas raged and l)liHtert*cl and for a term was the gemiine 
idea.” F’or thirty years wells at New Cumberland, West Virginh 
furnished fuel to burn brick. The same state has tlu* biggest gassers ii 
ence and lines to important cities are projected. If ** the moiiiitiiin mnf 
to Mohammed, Mohammed must go to the moimtain.” Indiana hiiH g 
oil in four counties, with Gas City as headc}uiirters and lots of fuel for 
and factories in Indianapolis and the chief cities. The fioosiers have < 
out the principle of Edward Pvggle.ston’s Mrs. Means: “When yraPrtt a 
git plenty, I say.” Illinois had a morsel of all and gas in wells at Lite 
Kentucky and Tennessee are blessed with “agented comi'jctence ” iiik 
sas has not escaped. Michigan has gas- wells at Port Huron and St Fill 
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ihI «i at a haH-niiHion. BulTalo inhaled its first whiff 

Hiral'K***'. friitn wi-lls in McKeuji tamnty, on Dtreniber first, i8B6. 

i»Hiiiwn wan initiatinl iirjcl ctiy. than wells in VtMianjfo. A Mormon com- 
horrcl at Salt latke. Inil polygamy was not supplanted hy any odor 

tiiisa\t*tV' In C anatia gas is abundant and Robert Kerguson, now a well- 
lariiifr near Port Sarnia, first turned it into an engine-cylinder as a joke 
r eiigiiieiT at the pump'Htatitm in Knniskillen township. Steam was low, 
iigitieri wan idisi-nt. l•VrgnHiln cut the pipe leading from the boiler, con- 
ii it with iiiir Irom a gas well neard>y, opened the throttle and, to his as- 
imeiil, ittiiml the pressure greater than steam. Natural-gas, a gift worthy 
'• iiiiiiiiirliil gods, worthy of tlie adnnration of Vulcan, worthy of the praise 
*is anti ItiHiiirians, the agent t*f progress and saver of labor, is not a tritle 
fniedital off like a fiy or tlismisstHl with a contemptuous sneer, 
'ill-diiirg ir« Hi’ Works anti nfilhig-ttiills received nattiral-gas at about two- 
> llir riiHl of' t'tial *rhr taiul neetled to produce a ton of metal cost three 
s, tile g#ts lliat did the Hatne service cost om-nitudy. Besides this imi)or- 
*ivitig* ilie t^xpeiiHe of handling tlu* fuel, hauling away cinders and waiting 
iriiaers l«i lir'at or iaiol was avoitletl (hisdieat was uniform, stronger, 
sali*4aiior>% lamld tie regulated to ariy temperature, turned on at full head 
III «ili inslanlly, 11ins Bittstiurg poHsessed advantages that boomed its 
lai itiries iiiitiiensrly and obliged many congHditors less favtired to retire. 

wav the anomaly of Itee/ing tint mt*n by the use of greater, cheaper 
wan presented 

In Mart'll Hreenteenlii, at IfittHlmrg, Milton Fisher, of Columbus, was 
r»4 |ierwiii to hr iticitteraieti in it naturahgiiH crematory. In fifty minutes 
ativ wa^ ri.'*«hieeil to a liitiHiful of white powder, I'he friends of the de* 
il iirtiiitiiiiieed the operation a success, hut h'isher was not in shai'ie to ex- 
lits opinion* 

t Hiiigiiliir lira idem ocrurret! near Hickory, Washington (‘oimty, on the 
ill Ilreenihrr fiiurlii, tlil^c Alfreti CrtK'ker, an employ^ of the Chartiers 
■oiiil'iatiy, had tieeii at ihr tiitiks on the McKniglu farm and was going U)- 
llir well. '11ie eoniiertingdiija’ tadween the well and tank burst with ter- 
Itirre, '^iriknig Crocker on the left leg, lilowing the fot)t and ankle com- 
V nil and iiiliiriiig him atiout tlie body, ’Hie explosion hurled the large 
silk #1 liiiiidrnl Irri, 1'1ie young man died next morning, 
ill' '4ratti lowdiiiiil Iron City once grounded near the head of I-Ierr’s Is- 
4 lttoe Pillstiiirg. Hie stern swung lifound and caught on a pipe convey- 
iliiial gas III ross lln Allegheny liver, In trying to back the vessel of! the 
hit4r. tlir r^icapiiiK gUH liilrd the hold and caught fire from the furnace. 
tpiMHttoi Ihr hoid from wiem to stern, blew off the deck and blew the 
Iiilo Ibr tivrr. Hie boat burned to the water’s tdlge. 

IrM Ibil'icy* »* till* Kline field, James Ikiwser was standing on agiis4ank, 
a workiii'iii w'iiH eiitiravorifig to ttislotlge an olrntruction in the pipe leading 
llir writ. Hie friiioval of tlie olmlfirtion caused the pent-up gas to rush 
III i4iik Willi ^tirh lort'e lliiit the receptack exploded, hurling Bowser high 
4 ir He oiiglitetl dii**i*tlv in fnmt of the heavy volume of gas escaping 
i-tii ilw biokfdi pi|» . Ihdore he could be rescued he was denuded of all 
iig, e^trftl oiie Inmt, I IK dtilhtng was torn off by the force of the gas 
1% iiiiiirfi’it wr-H* 

yiorknirii htyiiig to coiiiicrt with the main at f rrapeville were badly 
rriJ out fnuty tttoritiiii, lly mista.ke the gus was turned on, rushing from 
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the open end with great force. Tt plongluxl up the earth and pehh 
ignited, the flinty stones producing a spark that set the wliolt* thing in 
Gas-wells yield liberally at Grapeville, supi>lying the glass-works at jt 
and houses at Johnstown, the farthest point east to which the vaptird 
been piped. 

J. S. Booker, an Ohio man, claimed to sjjot gas. His j>articular vi 
in the muscles at the back of the neck, whit'h rise up and irritate hin 
presence of natural-gas. This is ahead of rheuntatism as a rain-irr 
Booker’s own story is that an attack of asthma left him in a sensitive s 
that when he passes over a vein of gas the ek'ctricity runs through his 1 
his si)ine and knots the muscles of the neck. The story deserves credi 
rare simplicity. With the wlufle realm of fiction at his t'ommiuul, 
('hose only a few simple details and was content to pass current as a 
human witch-hazel. 

At Economy, where a lumdred stand-pipes for natural-gas illumin 
streets, bugs and fruit-vermin were slauglitered wholesale, In the m 
there would be a flue carpet of bugs around every post. Huckeiis and 
would have a feast and a foot-race from the roosts to set* whic h would 
the already-cooked breakfast first. Tlie trees came out in bloom ear! 
healthier than formerly, becau.se the vermin were destroyed and the fnl^ 
from settling by the gas-lights, which burn constantly. As a pnanoter 
etation natural-gas heats General Pleasanton’s blue-glass c»ut of siglit, 

Samuel Randall, the Democratic statesman, visited tlie gas-wells t 
raysville with lion. J. M. Guffey. PYom a safe distama* tlie visitm* I 
Roman caudle at a huge column of vapor, which blazed tpucker than u « 
scandal, to Mr, Randall’s great delight. President and Mrs. Clevelan 
afforded a similar treat by Mr. (hifley. llie chivalrous luwt chartered 
and had a big well firtsl for the distinguished visitors. Hie lady of the 
House was in ecstacies and the President evidently thought the novel 
tion knocked duck-shooting silly. Could a miiul-reiider have X»ruy 
thinking-department it would likely have assumed this form: *’Mr, i 
you have a tremendous body of gas here, but / liave Congress on rny In 

Ivli Perkins lectured at St. rA*terHburg one night ami next day roil 
me through part of the district. He wanted points regarding naltt 
and smilingly jotted down a lot of Munchiiimenisnm current in the oil i 
A week later he sent me a marked copy of the New»-York Sufi, with ci 
of delicious romance concerning gas-wells, Eli was no sloucli at clnovi 
long-bow, but he fairly surpassed himself, Juk*s Verne and Rider Ifiigg. 
lliis occasion. His vivid stories of tools hurled by gas a dioitsimd f 
derricks lifted up bodily, of men tosst*d to die cknicls and |iicturesi|tie i 
tures generally were marvels of .smootli, easy, fascinating exaggeratbfi, 
haps you see it in the Sun it’s so,” hut not when Kit Perklfis 
chronicler and natural-gas the subject. 

*‘The Fredonia Gas-IJght and Water- Works Company/* which obtii 
special charter in 1856, was undoubtedly the first naturfil-giis company 
world. Its object was, “by boring down tlirough the stiite-rock and s 
wells to a sufficient depth to penetrate the maiuifaetorlei of nuture, iim 
collect from her laboratories the natural-gas and purify It, to fnrnfeh the c 
with good cheap light.” The tiny stream of gas first utilked nt the mill y 
its mite forty years. When l.,afayette remained a night at Fredonia hi 
on his triumphal visit to the United States, “the villmge-imi was lightei 
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ivtmr Inifii tilt’ iiroiiiifi.** Thv illuslricmH Frondiman saw nothing m 
• 1^1 Ilia! iiiKl flfilgliltMl him itmre tlmn this novel illumination. 

|, A. Ihirrtih miiny yearn n c‘iti/en <if Illinois and lawiiarlner of 
II l4iir.itm III IHHII rrmoved to a iraet of tive-thousand acres on Tu^ 
Hir ihv It^imlei of ^Warhehl. Chis issiUHllVoin the soil and tradi- 
n Cfr'itt|»i! \\ fired the subtle vap<ir at Burninj^ Spriiijiif while 
in ill Wrnl Virginia befure tlu‘ Revolutum. Caiilain A. Allen, wlu> 
%i thr oil laeiiiiein iiiU Jlde Kanawha, leased the tract from Col. Bar- 
niriirk a v.isi r'eservuir of gas at twai'ilunisand feet. 

II I S.I\I‘ tifii r ieUnret! at Bithoie and was so i>leased with the i>eot>U‘ 
t r lliat tii^ iloitaird twriitvdive dollars to the clmrity-fund and wrote' 
i of i|eM'ii|*livr iiiaitrr to a Boston newspaper. “ If I were not Alexan- 
nilil hr I hogriir"!/' naid the Maeetl*mian ism(|ueror. Similarly Henry 
li'filirr iriiiaikeil, when hr visited Oil City to leelure, “ If 1 were not 
»l’ ilviiUHiili t Itiirel'i I uotdtl lie pastor of an Oil-t'ity ehiireh.” The 
fivt’viiig Ooiii Beilro. l‘jii|ieror tif Bni/Jl, through the oil-n^gions stopped 
nirg lo aflord the im|i«‘riid guest im opportunity to see an oil-well tor- 
ilr W'4lt'1iril the lilting of tile shell with inanifest interest, dropped’ 
;|il af'le-r tile ior|>«alo Inid lowered and da[>jH‘d his hands when a 
of t»il t'osr'' ill the air. An irrtivereiil H|HH*laUir whispensl : “ This lieats 
priiro/* 

lirl IdHlirr, *•’.!«' may* If of Oil City and chief of the fireHlepartment,, 

14 new still ihiy wlieii oil'taiiks at«nittded in the Third Ward. Hear- 
th «if tlhiiresig III* iiioiiiiird it litiik and saw a man lying on the bottom, in. 
f iliii k nil. Hr tliii|i|ied llirougli the hatchway, pulled up the victim* 
ml ii-illi greiii I lliTiiiiliy dragged him up the small ladder into the fresh, 
f llir iiriv «i».iiiir'S wefe Hpi,ale<t In^yond ht.tj.)e of rtslemption. 

II revived. liis iiiime Was c.ireeu, that Im earned a living by clean- 
lank ■lit.ill* Ill'll* . and w-’as llm% employed when overcome hy gas. Next 
ler nwi fd'rrig who Itiitnked him again for saving his lift.*, borrowed, 
irs liiid iir*vrr repaid ilie loiin or oflered to set up a new suit of clothes, 
finltlrrii an* i:*jaciili..4t«.:l a et., 4 ored preacher, “ef we knowed'. 

rii lie gooil L,';.Hvd kiitiw^ iiImiuI US It waid skeer tm nms’ to deff.’* A 
I prriit In I time ^rtiiird In forget that the Lord w’its ptisted concerning 
allaiia, *ia ill* fiiaved iiiirly«sl'ii minutes at the exercises on Memorial 
1 i»^ ^atii h* at down iipoii the Imre heads of the assentbled multitude, 
.iivmr riglil rtloiig frtiitt Ilymtailh Eta^k to the clime of the war. 

S lii«^ vtirfiiii litwycfi prifslded. Ormt drops of jierspiration 

ow'ii lbs lilt «% bill lie iv<i« like the hen|.wicked hushancl who couldn’t get 
i4 feel to ipiti iiiid liraf ib lit? suitimed up the situation in li sen- 
^ I ilmtk 1111111*4**1*1 iiiiglii til lake It for grunted that the Almighty knows-. 
Afiirrlt ,iii liLiiiry to gei. nkiiif nicely without having it ^ prayed at Him 

10141 

- 4tid Witiri li.or ihe oil-’regioits sorely. A flood in March of 

t Id Cite, floated of Imiulreds tif oibtanks and small buildings. 
I *|iitt4ge at Idiir millioiw of dollars. Fire in .May of i 866 

ml Iwlf ilir biwii, IliP hmsfmifliiig up ft inlllbn dollars. The mostap- 
flr..e 4 i r I« » tiitril iiii Htiiitlity, jiiue fifth, i%«. Heavy rains raised Oil 
* Mif li 4 lir iifiit tlial iiitll‘di4iiw al B|»rti 4 iwhtsii and Riceville gave way, 
.♦ttiii; 4 % mt m.m i 4 water iifi* ill Titusville during Biiturday night. With 
y I iiiimh I It »ilf III k tint town. Sleupen weru awakened by the resistless.. 
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tide «'ind drowned. Refineries and tanks of oil caught fire and covered 
the watery waste with llames. Helpless men. women and cln’ldren totter 
tumbled and disappeared, the death-roll exceeding fifty. Tire two el 
seemed to strive which could work the greater destruction. Above Oil 
huge tank of benzine was undermined and upset on h'riday morning 
-combustible stuff floated on the creek, which had risen four feet (iver tlu 
-of houses on the flats. The boiler-fire at a well near the Lake-Shore 
ignited the cloud of benzine. An exi)losion follow'ed such as mortal e> 
cars have seldom seen and heard. The report shook the c'ily to its found 
.A solid sheet of flame rose hundreds of feel and enveloped the flats in i 
vcmbrace. Houses charred and blazed at its deadly touch and fifty perso 
ished horribly. The sickening scene remiiuled me of the Johnstown ciin 


SCENIC AT on. CITY AFTER THE DIHAHTKR ON |UNE 5, 


1889, with its miles of flooded ruins and dreadful blaze at the niilrcmd-l) 
Whole families were blotted out. , Edwin Mills, his wife and tlKjir five ch 
died together. Heroic rescues and marvelous escaiHJS were frequent. 
Halladay Gordon saved forty 'people in his boat, rowing it itmid the 
flames and swirling waters at imminent risk. The recital of lirave deec 
‘thrilling experiences would fill a volume. That memondile Sunday wi 
, saddest day Oil City and Titusville ever witnessed. The awful grandeur ' 
rspectacle at both places has had no parallel. 

Sweeping into the yards of a refinery at the upper end of Titusville, the 
tore open a tank containing five-thousand gallons of gasoline. Farther 
an oil-tank and a gasoline-tank were rent in twain. Water covered the s 
and shut people in their houses. The gas-works and the electrlc-planl 
submerged and the city was in darkness. At midnight a curious mist lay 
and dense and white for a fewfeet above the water. It was the gasoline ^ 
a cartridge a half-mile long, a quarter-mile wide and two yards thick, ^ 



L’tNl* try tllK At Mt'. Ul'iMNKWV, TriTtiVU.UH, AKI’KH I Hl% FIKK (^N JUNK I, IHH«. 

Curry luul t'il C'ity Wi*re oillrcl to ryndor nsHistunctj. Hurclly a U)wii 
il’*rt*glutw hiiH uiiharmt-Hl l)y firo or floodj while many have been 
by both. 

! fire thill desoiated St. Peternburg Htiirted in hVed Ilep|>’H beer-nalaon. 
ad 11 nlgn repreHentini^ a man atternptini^ ti> lift a Hchooner of lager na 
ilnwelf and remiirking, *H)xciwe me ov you hlecHe.” The fire “ox- 
him from further exertion. 'Fwo deHtructive conflagratiouB almost 
etl l*iirker from the face of tlie earth. Kants City experienced three 
Itiitlorw. Ill 1S74 sixty-four tmildhigs in the heart of town went up in 
Sixteen followed in Se|>ti!mber, 1876, the post-office and two largest 
iguring In the list. On March fifth, 1877, Mrs. F. E, Bateman, three* 
i fintl 11 guest perisliad in the Batemiin House. Bateman, one son and 
ft were atught in the flames and burned fatally, dying in a few hours. 
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of oil beneath, waiting to be lired. One arm of the mist reached into the 
"nai*t‘S of llu‘ Cresi'tmt Works and touched the live coals on the grate, 
us u (lash as if the heavens had been split asunder. Then the explosion 
kI death and havoc reigned. And the horror was repeated at Oil (aty, 
jple wondered if the Day of Judgment could be more terrifying. The 
pity and sadness of it all ! 

i burning of the Acme Refmcry at 'fitusville, on June elevenlli, 1886, 
a loss of six-luindred-thousand dollars. U caught from a tank light- 
l struck. By great (‘(forts the railroad-bridge and the Octave Rednery 
ved. Hu* (ire rag(‘d three days and nights, and the deiiartmenls (rum 
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Biirninj? coals adhering to a cluuik of a bursting tunlcr^ tin (‘ht‘rry Hu 
Rmi well, plunged into a tank of oil and started a frighitul bla/r. 
the valley, covered with derricks and tanks, fhuned with the bu y of 
hell. Men fled to the hills and no life was h»st. A train u( blazing la 
the Allegheny-'Valley Railroad, below h'oster station. Interrupted Iravi 
hours. The passenger-train from Pittsburg str^iptsl and the tvasserigi 
up the track to see the huge blaze, lliomas liennett, the engines 
short distance ahead, when an iron-tank exphKled with fearful vio 
piece striking Bennett in the breast and killing him instantly. Davl 
conductor of the train poor Bennett did tiot live tn giiidt* to its deHlii 
Thomas Martiiulale, who leads the retail -gna’ery trade, brouglii 
to Philadelphia twenty years ago the vhn am! tmergy that gained bin: 
fortune in the oil-region. Me clerked for years in a Boston ilry-go 
quit Massachusetts for Pennsylvania and lamltsl at Oil t1ly in 
the first job that offered —grubbirig out a ro.ui to his wells for John 
used eyes and brain and soon knew hinv to ** run engine. ” lltiyiiig i 
in a grocery, his “ Checkered Store liecaine noted ftir exi*elfefit wart 

prk'cH. The ** Ilhid Store/* larger a 
followed itnd was hi turn stireef^ili 
“Mammoth/* !tfarthHiiile solil to 
CtK, moved to I'liilatielphia and o|ieii« 
California store. It was a reveliiik 
citizens to get fruits iiiul wines stnilgli 
I’acific’ coast and they patronized lilri 
Partners were litkeii in, wliotn llir In 
firm imbued with srinudhing r.»f his m 
and miignetlsrn. Active In i 

widtMtwake and piiblir' spirited, iiiii 
delphifuts contend tliul the tw%i iiia| 
Quaker City hIuiII spell tils iinmeTlioiii 
dalt*. He is ii trencliiiiil writer itiid lias 
“Sport Royal/’ an iidinirable work li 
of hunting adverittires In which lie |i*ii 
The live inerchiint wlin ciuiglti the liwj 
five-dollar oil Is sixteen ounces to the jwmmi evtiry time ami ever’ 
“Never quarrel with a preacher or an editor/* mid lltmry tdiiy! 
one can slap you from the pulpit and the other hit you In bis piific! 
your getting a chance to strike back/* CoL Williiim Fliiliijm, iircukli 
Allegheny-Viilley Railroad, violated the Kentucky ili-iteimaiPs ii 
making war on the Oil-City DerrkJt. He was bulkling the Lirnd'h 
sion, from Red Bank to Ihnporium, iukI the miiln-Iitie imllered. 11ic 
neglected, decayed ties and broken riilli were comttion iirid iitrcldcfili 
too frequently for comfort. 'Hm winter and ipring of werii friiill 
aster. At Rockland an oil-train rim over the steep l>iiiik into thtt riV' 
ting the passenger<oach at the rear. 'Hie oil craiiglit fire, ieeenil p 
were burned to death and others were terribly Injured. The rnlirtwcl 
acting under orderS' from headt|yartew, to give inforiiinlioii trii 

of frantic people who besieged the oflce at Oil (hty to learn the fate t 
on the train. To the la.st moment they denied tiuil liiivlliing 
paned, although pm$mgem able to walk to Rocklatid Htation U4vtup 
particulars. At kst a train beirkg some of the ifijtired f«ch«d Clil Cii 
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,i«.K tl..- /VmV,(. Kuv.. fulUl,. tails and criticised tlic management of the 
s. v.-fly iur the ,a. eund.tn.n of tlio track and the stupid tittempt to with- 
*** * “ iH‘acimg’t>r tlu* artick- 


tltr 

roa.i severely j , 

huh tnlotm.ition I he heading <.f the article- “ I lell Ailoat ’’-enraged- Col. 

! hithpN. le and Sttpennteiident J. J. Kawrence prepared it circular to the con- 
dtuturs, tnstrncttng then "to take up pas.s of C. K. liishop or J. J. McLaurin 
whenever present.-d, collect iull fare, prohibit newsboys from selling the Oil- 
t ity (KttHk on the trains, not ttllow the paper tube carried e.vcept in the mails 
or asevpress inatt.T, ami to report to thedeneral Superintendent.” Conductor 
\U n< h. a pleaH,nil. geni.il felh.w, on my ne.xt trip from Ptirker looked per- 
plexed as he greet, -d «».. He In-sitiih-d. wtUked past, returned in a few mo- 
tiiriihi itiiil III uiy iians. T\h‘ cltK'unienl was produced, he drew a 

iHIrr iniiii lih4 |iurkrt ami showed it to me. It was the order signed by Phik 
li|iH ami I .awftiirr. “ I hat’s eleur eiicmgh, here’s your fare,” was my rejoinder. ' 
It was itgreetl at the iitlke to miy mithing for a day or two. Doubtless Phil- 
lips and Litwrem e ihouglu the paper liad been scared and would send a flag of 
Ifiic r. A lilg wrrt'k afFortied tlie op|H)rtunity to open hostilities. For months 
the war raged. Tim pa|ier had a regular heading—” Another Accident on the 
\ allry liF the- Shmliiw Road which was printed every morning. Accidents 
iiiyllifilird aiid travel s« night other lines. Phillips threatened to remove the 
*ihii|iH froin Houth (hi his inirtners wished Bishop to let up, he refused and 
lliry Inniglil Itb liilrreHt. Peace was proclaimed, the road was put into decent 
♦•rdrr litid the Pcnnsylviiiilii Railroad eventually secured it. The fight had no 
end of rofiiiciil feitUireH, li worrltnl Oil. Phillips exceedingly and spread the 
reiHihilioii of the /Pnrkk over the nmtinent, The cruel war is over and Col. 
iiiid i.ol, l, 4 iwfence joiirneyetl to the tomb long years ago. 

” Crilliiis he ought to he ttmmiger— is about the only one of the 
rnrly ciifHlwciiirii on ilie Allegheny- Valley Railroad still in the traces. His 
rcrord of yeiirs shows capable, faithful attention to duty and care 

for file ciiiiilbrl and »4iift?ly i*f passengers that has gained him the highest popu- 
larily. Sii|ii*rltileridriit- “Tom ” King, now vice-president of the Bidtimore 8 c 
< Ihiii, k itniotig ihr f ireinost rallroadaifficials of the United Suites. His brother 
%vm rriislird to by the rars. Wench, the Taylors, Rt*ynolds and Bonar 

have hreii olf the road many yt?ars. Lung trains of crude are also missing, 
»aiiin? towns iihnig the route have disaptmared and the crowds of operators who 
hiiiiiialy Ihroiigcd the line Imit ween Ihirker and Oil City have vanished from 
ilip %-riie. Ifaviti Kerr, whtim Cotlirw succeeded, went to Arkansas. John 
\h otic tif llie iiriiviml cngineerH who ever pulled a throttle, headed the 

f4iiio4«bHtfik*’f»* in iHjj line! died Hi.x years ago. “Jim ” Bonnar is in Chicago, 
toMiil is iraiir-’clkpalcher and ” Dick” Reynolds superintends a Balti- 

1141 fir roiid. Hir AllegItrriyA'itIley, exUmded to Oil-City in the winter of 1867-8, 
t’, dbit^riit li'oiii wlifil It was when the miperintendent walked over the entire 
Hack cM'i V dav and the pritsident iipplied formally to the directo-rs for authority 
to piitiiiiise a in*w lock for lili desk. 

Hir ftiHi fallroiid to enter Dil City win the Atlantic & Great Western, now 
llir Krir train crosied the mouth of Oil Creek on a 

114 # k kill tlir Im, ” Billy” Stevens and John Ikibcock were early con- 
4m wciil hi Maine and lialicock died several years ago at Mead- 

I tlir, aller « nititilrliiig ii term tis mayor of the city. The Farmers’ Rail- 
ici.id III the Allegheny Valley in iS^ and the Lake-Shore in 

I 4 l f alirti^id up Sage Run conveyed coal from the Cranberry mines, 
ilfi hiiirtii, mi, the eiigliieer— P'ratik Wright— l«t control of a train on 
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the down j^Tade, one of the steepest in the state. 1 U‘ rt‘versed the en|. 
the last notch and jumped, sustaining injuries that caused his death in feu 
For two miles the track was torn up and c()al-(*ars vet‘re smaslusl to splin 
running into a train of freight-cars at McAIevy’s Mills. Six men were 
outright and five died from their injuries next day. 

The popular auditor of the New York Centraf W. h'. McCullough, ^ 
Oil-City l)oy. Ifis brother, James McCullough, is traveling-auditor of tli 
York, New Haven & Hartford ; another brother, IC M, McC'ullough, is 
ing bill-agent for the IT. S. Steainshii)-Railway C'ompany. Hiey are sonj> 
late Dr. 'f. C. McCullough, who died at Oil City in 1896. 

Hon. Thomas Struthers, of Warren, who died in 1H92 at the age of 
nine, donated the town a public-library building tliat cost ninety-tin 
dollars. He aided in constructing the Pennsylvania Railroad, laiilt sect 
the Philadelphia Si Krie and Oil-Creek Railroads and the first railroad I 
fornia. He was the first manager of the Oil-Crec‘k road, h'rank Hu 
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the callable jiiresident of the Pennsylvania Railroad, was also superint 
of the Oil-Creek. C. J. Hepburn, now residing in Hiirrishyrg arul ihtuu 
disabled as the result of an accident, held the same position for yearn. I 
a thorough railroader, esteemed alike by the em|>loy4s imd the pulilic^ 
efficient performance of duty. Hie oUl-time OiI»Creek cmuluctors wen 
switch, steel-track and rock-ballast clear through. Gleason, postiniister al 
a term or two, rims the Mamsion House at Titusvilk*. ** Hill ’’ Miller In 
Pacific coast. Mack Dobbins died at St. Louis and “ By” Tiiylor lias 
his last trip. Barber lives at Bufiklu, “ Mike” Silk, who yankecl oil 
from Cherry Run, is a wealthy citi;<5eu of Warren. S«dden Stone and ” 
Richards are still on deck, the last of a coterie of as white rallroad-nieii 1 
punched pasteboard ”in the presence of the piWHenjare.” 

“ We live in cleedi, not years ; In lhc»nglit», not breaths ; 

In feelings, not in figures on a dial.” 

Few railroaders are so widely and favtirably kntiwn m A. B. Yon 
P''or twenty-three years he was locomotive-engineer on the Atlniitk^ 
Every man, woman and child on the Franklin liriinch, between Meitdvli 
Oil City, knew and liked the clever, competent man who sat in the ei 
never neglected his duty. Seven years ago Mr. Youngson wm iipp 
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ml i iiaud C luri llu* Hrt>tlu'iluHKl ot LtK*oiin)liv(.‘ ICiij^iiu^crs, a i)()silion' 
Hiitmrr au«l )‘<*niality adapt him a<lmiral)ly It) lilL His hrolla*!’, J. 
Him. lias ht tii rnmuTtrd with the Atlantic road— now (ralk;d the* New 
Philadt’lpliia N* nhio ior thirty years as sinu'rinlcndcnl of the water- 
de|nulmeni ot the system. A. (i. iW, a veteran ever to be found at 


A. II. VOCNOSON, 


Hi. is deser%'edly popular uH a ctinductor. Peter Bowen, the trusty road- 
, who lised to keep llie track In appkejtie order, years tigo traveled the 
* acroHH the tlivide.** hVom Prt*sidetU Thomas down to the humblest 
r the *• Xy|»aitu*’ officialH and t‘mtdc)yeH are not excelled in eOiciency, 
Hv mul inanhneHH. 

idrew <*ariieui«% the cuIohhuh tif liie iron«trade, was a .sto(*kholder of the 
bin C hlA'ompanv, winch operated the Stort‘y farm, on Oil Crt‘ek. d'he 
he obtaltietl fmin this source enabled him gain conlnd of the Braddtx'k 
,Vurks. Slarlitig in life as a telegraph messtMigerdioy, he soon U*arned to 
iilile ilse key es^perlly anti was |»laced in Oiarge of the ratlrotubofliee at 
Ic, i thill, Hiomas A. Scott, then superintendent of llu* Pittsburg Division 
Pennsylvania liailroatl, etigaged liim as his clerk and o|)eralon Scott 
tliril Ills lieatlquarters at Altootta anti promotctl 
ytamg Oarnegie to the chieb 
tderkship, His Hhrt‘wdm*SH 
ant! fhlelity won favor and 
advantaaiient. He wais ap- 
poinied superittleiulenl of the 
Plttsliurg Division, and in 1864 
Htdecletl David McCnrgo as 
Ills iiHslstunt, Mt'Cargo, who 
Intel been tiperattir in the 
CA.imtnt*rcfal Telegrai>h office, 

Hupeiinteiuled the Pennsyb 
viiiiiit-Riiilroatl telegrnph-ser- 
mil' tmurndh, Eoltert PItcrairn, first 

•ralor iit Ifiillidaysbnrg, wiw transferretl to AlUiona, went thence to Fort 
.* wtlli J, N-, Diilkrry, afterwards vice-president of the ‘*!*ermsy,** and 
etl iilitiiil to siie«*i*i*cl Carnegie on the Pittsburg Division. He is now 
f the iilgliimt otlkaiils tif tlie Pennsylvania and lives in Idttsburg. Mr. 
rgt» lii’cnitit! Otineritl Sit|M:*rirnendent of the Pacific ik Atlantic lines in 
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1868. In 1875 he was ai>p()inte(l Cieneral Superinleiuienl of the All 
Valley Railroad. This n^sponsible position lu* lias held twentydwo 
greatly to the advantage of the road aiul the satisfai’tion of tlu' puhlic. C 
invested in oil and sleeping-car stock and enjoyed C'ol. Scott’s ('onfitlencs 
railroad-king died and his clever clerk t'ventually t'ontrolled the st<H‘l p 
fuiles east of Pittsburg. Now Andrew Carnegie bosses the steebindustr 
the largest steel-iilants in the world, manufactures massive arnuu’-plate i 
ships— blow-holes blew holes in its retuitation “once upon a time ”— ji 
. acciuired forty or fifty-millions by the sweat of his worknuifs bnivvs. 
|)arks and castles in Scotland, spends much of his time and cash abroiul, ( 
with princes and nobles and lets IL C. h'rick fri('asee the Uiilers at Br 
and Moniestead. The Homestead riots, precipitated by a rullianly h* 
Pinkerton thugs, aroused a storm of indignation which defeated Ik 
Harrison for the presidency and eleded (drover Cleveland on the i 
tariff-reform. Mr. Carnegie writes soubstirring magazine arlicdes on th< 
of capital to labor and has established numerous public- libraries, f ie is 
built and exceedingly healthy. His enormous fortune may yet endo\ 
magnificent charity. 

“ Oh 1 it is excellent to have a giant’s strength, 

But it is tyrannous to use it like 11 giant." 

You may meet them at Oshkosh or Kalamazoo, in Nt‘W York or W 
ton, around Chicago or San Francisco, about New Orleans or Mexico, 1 
a few men conspicuously successful itj finance, manufactures, literature 
itics have been mixed up with oil some time in their career. Comi 
Vanderbilt, Jay (dould, James Fisk, Thomas A. Scott, John A, (iarrett 
J. Cassatt profited largely from their oil-interests. Mr. Cassatt, superini 
the Warren 8 c Franklin Railroad, act]uircd the knowledge of oil-aff; 
turned to account in shaping the transportation-policy of the Penns 
Railroad. Besides the colossal gains of the Standard Oil-Comimny, pel 
■won for such men as Captain J. J. Vandergrift, J. T. Jones, J. M. Gufie 
McKeown, John Galey, J. J. Carter, Charles Miller, Frederic Prentice 
McCalmont, William Hasson, George V. Forman, Thomas W. I^blllip 
Satterfield, H. L. Taylor, John Pitcairn, Theodore liarnsdall, K. O. Kti 
Dr. Roberts, George K, Anderson, Jonathan Watson, Hunter & Cun 
Greenlee & Forst, the Grandins, the Mitdiells, tlie hlshers, the McK 
the Plumers, the Lambertons and a host of others from one to term 
apiece. Certainly coal, cotton or iron, or all three combbitsl, can si 
such list. Oil augmented the fortunes of Stephen Weld, Oliver Ames 
Gordon Dexter, the largest in New England. It put lag money into tia 
cts of Andrew Carnegie, William H. Kemble and Dr. Ilostetter. Tc 
great tube-work.s, employing thousands of men, and multitudes of m 
turiug-pknts owe their existence and [irosperity. Some of the lirightes 
paper- writers in New York, Philadelphia and Cliicago learned force line! 
iie.ss amid the exciting scenes of Oildom. Several are authors of repi 
contributors to magazines. Grover Cleveland, while mayor of flufii 
bibed business-wisdom and notions of sturdy inde{>endetice from hb ac 
ance with Bradford oil-opemtors. Governor Curtin was a large stocl 
in oil-companics on Cherry Run and Governor Beaver may claim kin w 
fraternity as the owner of oil-wells in lAirest ctmnty. No memlier of (A 
fora generation made a better record tluin J. H. Osmer, Dr, Egbert, J. 
ley, C. W. Stone and Thomas W. Phillijis. Galusha A, Grow wai pr 
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t)l tlu* ktiiu Oil-Company, Mr. Sihloy wn.*; ton(lc‘n‘(l the second place on the 
1 )enitK r.itic ticket at C.hicag'o and could have been nominated for president, 
instead of William j. Bryan, hut for the stupid hostility of a Ikainsylvania boss. 
Mc»rccapa!de, influential members than W. S. McMullan, Lewis Emery,]. W. 
I.ee. \V, R. Crawford, William H. Andrews, Captain I lasson, Willis J. irulings, 

I fenrv b. James and ji»hn L. Mattox never sat in the Slate Senate or the Leg:* 
isLitme. And so it goes in <*vt‘ry part of the country, in every profession, in 
every branch of iiuluslry and in every business requiring vigor and enterprise- 

Michael ( »eary, whose death last year was a severe blow to Oil City, for- 
cibly illustraUsi what ems'gy and industry may accomplish. Me was a iirsl- 
dass boiler-tnaker and machinist, selLreliant, stout-hearted and strong men- 
tidly and physically. In 1876 he started the Oil-City Boiler-Works in a small 
building, Daniel O Day and B, W. N/audergrift furnishing the money and tak- 
ing an interest in the business. O’ Day and Clreary l)ecame sole owmersin 1882. 
Hie plant was enlarged, the tid)e-tnills were added, acres of buildings dotted 
the flats and a thousatKi men were employed. Engines, tanks, stills, tubings 
casing and boilers of every descrii)tion were manufactured. Tim machinery 
conipriHed the latest and fullest e<|uipmient, d'he business grew amazingly. 
Joseph Seep was admitted to |)artnerHhip and branch-offices were established 
in New York, c:hk:ago, Pittslnirg and at various points in tlie oil-producing 
stateH, The firm led the world as tank-huildens, actually constructing one- 
third the total iron-tankage in the United States. Mr. Geary bought and re- 
modeled the Arlington Motel, fostered local enterprises and was a most pro- 
grimHlvis citizen, Me died in the vigor of manhood. The splendid industries he 
reared and die high place he Iield in public esteem are his enduring monument. 

had kept 

Tb« whiteneis of hit souktncl thug men o’er Idin wept.” 

Since Christmas day of 1873, when they struck their first well at Millerstown, 
Hhowiilter Brothers have been lending operators in the Butler field. Hon. 
Joseph B, Sliowalter, who has managed the firms allairs wisely, was born hi 
Fayette County, taught school at .sixteen, relin- 
ipiished teac hing for medicine, and was graduated 
in 1884 from the Baltimore* College* of Bhysicnans 
and Surgeons, In 1886 he* was eleeted to the 
legislature and to tlie stute»si*naU* two years later, 
making an excellc*m rec’ord in both hodie.s. Butler 
rouitty nominated him for Congress, but Lawreime 
and Mercer romliinecl in favor of j. j. Davidson. 

I If, Sliowalter is a Hulmtantial citizen, in close touch 
willi till* peo[iie and worthy of tlie. c:onfideiU!e re- 
posed in liiin. Mon, M. I,#, lamkw'ood, for seven 
years 11 resident of Butler, represented Clarion 
eonniy twice in the legislature and introduced the 
Freedlpe Bill. Robert LcH*k wood, the founder of 
the family In Americ*a, r:ame from England with 
Wiiilliro|) in t6.|o. Mr. laa^kwood began oil-ot)era- 
tioiw on Cherry Run In 1865, opposed the South- 
Iittpreweirieiit riisc:ality zealously and was a member of the Producers’ Com- 
fiilltee tlnit iecurec! the passage by Congress of the Interstate-Commerce Bill. 
He in largely Intert?ited in oil and manages a hundred wells for Tait & I*atterson. 

In the clayi of oil-iliiprnents by boat and teaming, liefore the advent of 
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Lewin Hmrry and Satnurl (J. Brmvn. Il<* livt’ 
years un the Mtaaistm farm, rnmn-rt! in Miiiiii' 
1873 and (lietl at laikelimd nn July fimt, 
Watson was prtiniint'nt in his day and did niiirlt 
oil-shii)|hnj^ cm a solid tsisis 

11m I kmsmtH'os liveci on Woodwork Oimk. t 
miles from Tiumville, when tin* Mrake writ st 
tile quiet eommunity. Hie father aral liis sent 
visited the well and soon eoiitrived a iiietiii'-slirie 
joKi. r>i-:NHM(jRK to a woodenqiipe to rhea|Hai drillitig , ratiiiiell 

KMMKTT DKNHMoRK. nuire tfaversecl the enf region U» sell the »4iiiir*», 
walking forty miles a day. Jonathan Watsem leased him lam! oii tin* IliN i 
Titusville, Amos had good credit and the jiair |nit down a dry lio|r v 
spring-pole. They leased a piece of ground from JaitieH Tan and diilli 
Elephant well, so named from the "inonsim lank Iwtaiiy live tin 
barrels—Ainos constructed from pine-planks hold the great of oil 
Elephant yielded hundreds of barrels dally iind the otli«*r lirntliei^i |: 
William and Joel— were invited to come Into the partiierdiltr ii%r, 

to invention and he made bulk-boats, tlie first tiuiks tor mule *ii 
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fliHi wtiiitlrn lankn ftirty i«» lilty <*a<*h (or plaUbnii-ciirs. With Daiiiol 

T\ WaiHuit tlirv Hhi|i|ir«l i xtriisivi'ly until pipt-liiu-.s retired harrols, pond4Veslu‘ls 
iinil Inilk iHialH |»t riiutntiitlv. MIh* hrolluTs sank many wells and aaiuired 
wt allli. Anius. jaiiioH and |ui*i have passed over to the belter land. y\nios 
and t ;roi|o- W, N,^ Yost, once the largest t»ibshipi)e.r, perfected the fanious 
llneaiiorr I ype'A\ riler. |atnes bought out tin* Remington Type-Writer.. 
I.tiiidoii i-* bjiiiiiell’s Itome and he has attained prominence as a idiysician. 
fits wile, Ih. Hell n Hensinore. assists in his jiractice and has written a book in 
hrii.ilf of Maybrirk, wh«K<" irnprisonnumt luis aroused so much sympatliy. 
Wilhaiii I irieanon tnvns a big Hour mill and the Central Market at ITie. Tl'ie 
Ilrtisiiiores possessed euergv, genius and manliness that merited the success 
wliirh rrw.irdiai ifjeir etlorts in varimts lines of human at'tivily. 

llirsr earlv shipping times deveiope<l many men of exceptional ability and 
ritarai iei, 1\ !*resion ,Mil!rr was hiug ji familiar (Igure on Oil Creek and at 
h’raiikliii, m buyer for the llurkes imd later for Fisher Brothers. “ Bres” was 



is%4i joms ii, hmiihman. t, ruasTUN miller. 


geiiefiitis, |»«i|iyliir iiiid niosl aetaiiiiriHKlating In his dealings. The snows of a 
winters liiive blown over his grave in the Franklin cemetery, The late 
Meiiirtiiaii wm iiriotlier of Oil Citykn trustworthy pioneers. He bought 
oil, ofii’tiilril in llir lower distrirtH with William M. Leckey, served three terms 
IIS iiriillniiioliiry iirid ilbd in Jiimiitry, from the efiects of Hlii)ping on the 
Iry liiirrli llie iilgtit bridre Cliristmns, He had eharge of Captain Vandergrift’s 
oil |irti|it:^rtlrti iti Wa?4iitigtoit county ami, with Charles Ford» held blocks of 
liiiitl III Wr%t Virgiiilii* Fiird was fomul dead in bed last year. Jolm B. Smitlo 
fisaii* will* ciiiiie bi the CTeek t<i buy oil for Jolm Mimhall 8c Co., lias lieen 
fiirsOifii bv hi** opeialhms in Venango county and the northern fields. He 
built 4 braiiliiiil Initiir in Oil City and overcame stacks of olwtat^e.s to give the 
low 11 4 sirret lailway. He hits provided a delightful park four miles down the 
Ailrgiiein, btiiil a steel bridge mmm the river and iiositively refused to Im 
riib^tl *iii tlii^ tfiirk bv any opiswing clement. “ People do not kick a corpse.” 

rtogn-i^loit K die unchanging watchword of the petroleum-industry. The 
llitir |iiilr ilrrrit'k o( yofe lias given place to the plank-giant that soars eighty 
tir titiif-H ireb 11ie uprlitgimle H a shadowy memory. The first drilling-tools 
WfbglirtI iiiiii tv rlflil iHiiiiifIs; a modern set weighs two tons. Instead of 
to “kick down ” a well a hundred feet, a thousand feet can be 
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bored between Monday morning- and Saturday niglit. 'I'en-horsi 
engines and boilers are well-nigh forgotten. The first iron-pipe for tul 
butt- weld ready to burst on the slightest provoc'ation, was inaiuihi 

Mas.sachuseUs and sold for one dollar 
Now lai)-vveld tubing of the best inalmia 
dime a fool. So it is in methods of tram 
and refining. Bulk-boats, leaky banx-ls 
hauls through fathomless mud are supei 
pipe-lines, which pump oil from the well 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, C'level 
Chicago. The rickety .stills and dangena 
of former times have yielded to the spi 
fineries that utilize eviTy vestige of crud 
nish two-hundred merchantable commodi 
much of this important advance in tools, v 
and machinery the great Oil-Well Supply- 
is directly responsible. Fr<nn snnill beg 
has grown to dazzling proportions. It h 
concern on earth with the facilities and c: 
manufacture everything needed to drill j 
ate oil-wells and artesian-wells and equip refineries. Its niiie enornu 
at convenient points employ thousands of skilled workmen and an 
latest machinery. They turn out every (Conceivable retjuisite in st 
■brass or wood, from engines and complete rigs to the smallest fittin 
Eaton, the founder and president of the company, may fairly claitn 
father of the well-supply trade. His connection with it dates hue 
and has continued ever since, lie started business for himself in 
next year took up his abode in the oil-region. In 1869 he and E, I L Co 
the partnership of Eaton & Cole, which the Biatoig Cole ^ Burnham ' 
of New York succeeded. Several rival firms organized the Oil-We 
Company, Limited, in 1878, with Mr. Eaton at its head. 

The present corporation succeeded the Limited Com- 
pany in 1891. Mr. Eaton’s enterprise and experience 
are invaluable to the company. All new inventioiLS 
adapted to wells or refineries are examined carefully 
and the most valuable i)urchased. Bninch-offices and 
factories have kept pace with the spread of oil-develop- 
ments. The Company’s wares find a market in every 
civilized land. Vice-Pre.sident Kenton Chit'kering, 
first-class clear through, manages the large establi.sli’* 
ment at Oil City. Pittsburg is now Mr. Eaton’s honus 
He is genial and courteous always, prompt and saga- 
cious in business, broad in his ideas and true to his 
convictions, and his Oil-Well Supply-Company m something to be 
George ’Koch, a native of Venango county and relative of the e 
Dr. Koch of Germany, i.s a well-known inventor and writer. He h 
operations in 1865, in 1873 formed a (lartnership witli his brother and Di 
in 1880 organized the firm Koch Brothers-r-WilHam A., f. IL aiK 
Koch— and was nominated three times for tlie legislature. He took 
part in the Producers’ Council, edited the Fern-City Mmmmiarmul j 
a book of Stray Thoughts.” He invented a torpedo for oll-welli, I 





J( \ST ODDS ,L\7) ICN/)S. 


449 - 


(Irilling-tools aiul weil-appHanc'es, i»atentod a system of “ Sectional Iron l^inks, ” 
a ** RuhlH*r»I*acking,'’ “ Moval>le Store-Shelving” ami other useful clevi(X‘S. 
Mr, Koch has just rouiuletl llie half-century mark, he lives in hkast Sandy and 
no man has done more to simplify tlu‘ methods of sinking and operating wells. 

Col. L. n. I‘assi‘lt is oiU‘ of the honored veterans of tlie late war and a 
veteran oju-rator in lusivy oil. h'or nearly thirty years he has !)een a leader in 
the hVunklin distrh'l, o{)erating succe.ssfully and enjoying the esteem of all 
<*lasHt*H. Hi* has a dc‘liglnful htam*, is active in 
furtlunang good ohjt*cts and doesn’t worry a particle* 
when oil happens tt» drop a pt‘g. 

I'w’elve miles south-east of Pittsburg, on the 
Bedell farm, near \V<‘st Kli/alH‘th, the h’orest Oil- 
Cornpany is drilling the deepest well <»n the conti- 
nent. It is tlown hftydivedunulred fet*t, consider- 
ably more than a mile, and will ht* put to six- 
thoUHand at least, (teoh^gists and scientists arc 
imuit interested In tht; strata and the temperatures 
at dillerent deptiw. This is the deepest well ever 
attempted to be stntk wnlh a cable, the one near 
Reil nick, Kasteru Silesia, having lieen bored about 
sevinethouMand feet with rotating diamond core- 
drills. 1‘. S. Kinsey and his two sons, of Wells- 
burg, drilled a dry*hole fcirty-fivedumdred ftn*t in 
ifkfi, on Run, \Vt‘St Virghtia, near Wheel- 

ing, for a local {‘tnupany. Think how progress has been marehing on sinc'e 
i brake’s Heventy-ftHit go|)her-hole to render the h'oresPs achievement possible I 
Surely petrolenmdife is as full of jiromise ns a bill-collector’s. 

Htm. Thomas W. Phillips, the wealthy oil-producer, who declined to serve 
ft third term in Congress, labored /.ealously to se(!ure legislation that would set- 
tle differences between employers and employfts by arbitration. Me offered to 
pay a tiuiirter-millitnn dollars to meet theex|)ense of a thorough Congressional 
inquiry into the c’ondititm i)f labor, with a view to the presentation of an authori- 
tiitive report and the atlojftioii of measures calculated U> prevent strikes and 
promote friendly relations. When the suspension of drilling in the oil-region 
cleprived tliotmands of w«»rk fc»r some months, Mr. Phillips was especially active 
ill eflisding arningements by which they received the profits upon two-million 
biirrels of crude set apart for their benefik The Standard Oil-Company, always 
rtiiisiderate to lalntr, heartily furthered the jilan, which the rise in oil rendered 
ft signid suc<*«*sH, This was the first time in the history of any business that 
lila*ral provKion was made for workmen thrown out of employment by the 
stoppage of operatimiH. Whiit a contrast to the grinding and sqiiee^ging and 
shcfttlifig of miners and coke-workers by “ coal-barons ” and “iron-kings!’* 
When you t^ome to ski! them up the oil-men don’t have to shrink into a hole to 
fivoid close scrutiny, They pay their bills, are just to honest toil, generous to 
the poor ami manly from top to Um. They may not rc^lish rhcnimatism, l)ut this 
tlmnif t compfd them to hate the poor fellow it afflicts. As Tiny Tim ob- 
w*rved : “C»od bless us every one!” 

“Ivry gintleman will sckhi go horseback on his own taykittle” was the 
Inspired exilamation of an Irish baronet ui>on beholding the initial trip of the 
tlrnt ItMtimotIvr. Vast improvements in the aptilicatkm of ixiwer have been 
titiet*t«l Hinee Htephtfiison* s grand triiim|>h, nowhere more satisfactorily than In 
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the oil-regions. Producers who remember the pritnitivt* methods 
along Oil Creek can best appreciate the wonderful progress made dii 
decades. The tedious process of drilling wet-holes with light looli 
where the woodbine twineth. Casing has retired tlu* seed-bag permai 
from the polish-rod to the woyking-barrel not the smallest detail remi 
proved. I laving a portable engine and boiler at each well has give! 
the cheaper plan of coui)linga host of wells together, two men thus 
work that once retiuired twenty or thirty. Idpedines have supt*rst‘c 
liarrelsand swearing teamsters, and even tank-cars are followiiig the th 
pioneer times to oblivion. In short, labor-saving systt*ms have revoluti 
business so complettiy that the fathers of the early styles would utterly 
ognize their offspring in the petrt)leum“development as conducteti tun 
C. L. Wheeler, one of the earliest buyers of crude on Oil Cret 
and first President of the Bradford Oil-ICxehange, ret!ently went to I 

reward. Ori 
etis, brother 


Pennsylvania in 1897. To this enormous output Ohio iiikI ludiiinii ad 
three-thousand barrels a day and thirty-six-huudred wells. 

To the indefatigable zeal and liberality of Rev. Thomas Carrcill, Co 
five years in charge of the parish, Oil City owes the erection of the tint 
in Northwestern Pennsylvania. The heautifiil edifice fitly crowns tin 
of Cottage Hill, Its two lofty spires point heavenward unci Its altiir li 


of exquisite taste and finish. An elegant paiwonagt stands on the acl| 
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with thr panu'hial school acToss the street. It is prot)ose(l to rel)uikl the 
schools* to supply a larKc hall aitcl a convent and to provide every convenience 
tor the varitnts sot‘ietit‘S connected with the j^rand congregation. This idea is 
rettdered possible by the splendid olYer of Father Carroll to pay one-half the 
etttire cost hiinselt. Tlu* good work he has done for temperance, education, 
morality and religion cnnwui be estimated. He is distinguished l)y his catholic 
spirit, his broad charity, his unwearied plnlauthroi>y and his unswerving devo- 
tion to the right. Nt) man has ma(U*a deeper, nobler imi)ress upon any coni- 
numity in the tabrt'gions than the beloved pastor of St. Joseph’s. “ Late may 
he return to I leaven !” 

" l- ;u h juaii inaUfH hisiiwii staluo*, huiUlH hiaiSflC; 

X'iilut' aUiiif outhuihlH Uu* Uyiamids ; 

lift laniuiaifuts shiill last wUini ICj^ypl's lull.” 

A host of changes, some pleasing and nu>re unutterably sad, have the swift 
seastms bnntght. I'he scame of active operations has shifted often. The great 
Bradford region and tlie rich (lelds around Bittsburg and Butler have had their 
Inningji. I'arker, IVtrolia, St. IVtcnsburg, Millerstown and (Greece City have 
followed Plumer, Sliaffer, Pioneer, Red-Hot and Oleopolis to the limbo of for- 
saken things. Petroleum Centre is a memory only. Rouseville is reduced to a 
skeleton. Ni)t a trace of Antwerp, or Pickwick, or Triangle is left, ICnterprise 
reseinldes (h>ldHmlth*s “ Deserted Village/’ tir Ossian’s “ Baladutha.” Tip- 
Top, Modoc, Trouttnati, Turkey City, St. Joe, Shambnrg, Kdenburg and Buena 
Vista have had their rise and fall. Fagundas luis vanished. Pleasantville fails 
to tiriiw an army of adventurous seekers for oleaginous wealth. Tidioute is an 
echo t*f the |)aHt and .scores of minor towns have disai^peared completely. For 
forms and faces once familiar one looks in vain. Where are the plucky operators 
who hif a halFscort* years matle Oil Creek the liriskest, gayest, liveliest spot in 
Anu^ric a? dluntsaiulH are browsing in pastures elstwvhere, while other thou- 
sands have crosHtsl the hridgeless river which (lows into the ocean of eternity. 

Alas for sentiment! Nero proves to have been a humanitarian, a good 
man wIuj was merely a had (itldler. I lenry the Fighth turns out to be a model 
husband, rather unfortunate in the loss of wives, but sweetly indulgent and 
I inly a Irifle given to fall in love with pretty girls. William Tell had no .son and 
shot no arrow at an apjile on young Tell’s head. Now Charlotte Temple is a 
myth, the creation of an haiglish novelist, with her name cut on a flat tombstone 
in Trinity Cluirt4iyartl over a grave which originally bore a itietaFpIate sup- 
liosed to commenu^rate a man 1 At this rate some hiHU)ric sharp in the future 
iniiy dtationslrate that the oibmeu were a race of green-tinted people governed 
by King Petroleintn Ctdonel Drake may l)e pronounced a figure of the ini- 
iigination, tlie Standard a fiction, the South-Improvement Company a night- 
mare itiid the Produc^ers’ Asstanation a dream. Then some inciuisitive anti- 
qiiarliiii may come across ii ctipy of Sketches in Crude-Oil” stored in a for- 
gotten corner of tht? Congressional library, and set them all right and keep the 
world nmriing in tlie correct groove with regard to the grand industry of the 
iiineteeiith century. 

“t numd wpoa ArhiUt's* tamb 

Aiitl b«ml Tr<*y time will doubt of Rome.” / 

A tlry-joko lie-kltss hikI n dry-hok scrunches. It's a poor inuk won’t work 
IkhIj ways, a (HKir siKiuter tliut can't keep its owner from going up the spout, a 
|KHir boil in tlie pot that isn’t letter than a boil on the neck, a poor chestnut on 
the tret! that «teesn’t beat a chestnut at a minstrel show and a poor seed that. 
prtKlnces no resd itr lierli or grain or fruit or flower. “Who made you?’’ the 
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Sumlay-schcH)! ttMU’her askrd a nig|.;f<l tinJitn, “ ti 

me afoot lonj^ aiul I growe<l thi» rest !” Am! s«» ilit* 
Cre<‘k mack* the c>il»(](‘velopnH’nt *’afoot ainI it 

tiny seed is a vigorous plant* the puling l^abea IiihIv gt.ii 
shadows, clouds and sutrshine, siUTesses iind lailiirrs, ^tri 
starless nights anti radiant days, pelndeiim has moved ain* 
** creation by law," is ever gcang on in tin* healthy phtitl, 
the mind, tiu* universe. We must go ftirwartl If the iita»rit 
the infant a mature nmn, the feeide Imliwiry ii sturdy dev 
implies more of iVivtduliou tliun tif cvtilulum, jii^l as tin 
that was not in the acorn, and the oiMnisiness In i%S |»«! 
known in 1859, Not to advittu'e is Id go !>ac*kward lii rrli| 
trade. "An ubsemtee Ciod, sitting idk* ever siiire tin* lirni 
side of tile universe, and string it go," is iml a correti i 



Being, working actively in every point of spata* iirid iiioiii 
lion means decay in the naturid work! iind dealli in oil-afl 
«itH in the pasture waiting fi,>r the cow to come mid be itit 
off the cream. The man who wants to figure ns an tiib'U 
the drill and tap the sand and give the stuff' a cliaiice h 
Still a youngster In years, tite petruleitni'Colt fian dh 4 iiiio 
isucker-rod is the pole that kiK.M‘kH the p<*fHlmfiiiiiis, 11„ 
tain of universal illumination. The walklug-liearii k the i 
mnd of power. The derrick is ttie badge of etiliglilriitriei 
bright star that shines for all mankind iiitd dm^sn'l |iriipi.w< 
shoved oir the grass. Its past Is known, its preHcnl iiui 
what Canute <lure fence in its future and mty \ " ’Tliiis far 
no farther?" 

If thtre \m fritmlly m tiity ifciiiifi m|.» ilir »f « 

WhoSwU thwt imitUiati *' ** ins « fcumltii wim 

Too Srnvy for tttwl tiw light fwr |i-»rr ■ 

Who find n itfiiln of gk«»urii liivi tirni iiddtsl u* i 
ByiO«i«glEd rrmlriififi^or#of llitt piliiiy ihontif yw#, 
Or ttiidtr rwtitlctslon of th© idd frirtitfinmif 
Who find jiom«ttdai» loi'btrkh amt l>iit Iliil# 
(Icwddiyr, tmr voyage ©odril . w# aitclitir «ii llw i 
Th© te Ihi© hici lnHii writtrit, all llw kbir mm It f/©i 
The task ha* had *wrrl teliiitt fioiii ili« I# Iti*^ 

Th© wntPork it r*hiuiiicih for III© oil ha.i dfiiiCil m 
Thederrirk iieglutted witl li 

My feel are riii ih© |}ur4it4il imd irtvy liiuful* «»#? eii iIip 
T ht lira fiiUi frow my io t»# isikrsi ii|i m* iwwir 



